T H E N EW S O F
H UN G AR I A N PH IL AT ELY
_____________________________________________________________
July – September 2015

Volume: 46 / Number: 3

_____________________________________________________________
CONTENTS:
Page
1
1
1
3
6
29
33
34
36

The President’s Corner by Alan Bauer
Welcome
The Next to Initial Ramblings of Your New Editor by Robert Lauer
The First Hungarian Provisional Postage Due Stamp by Lyman R. Caswell
Turul Postal Cards During the Hungarian Hyperinflation by Jan Jaap de Weerd
2015 New Issues
Letter to the Editor by Johan Sevenhuijsen
I Beg to Differ by Csaba L. Kohalmi
Counterfeit Corner: Inverted Kӧtársaság Overprints by Robert Lauer

Seventy-five years ago on
September 5, 1940, this stamp was
issued to mark the return to Hungary
of north-eastern Transylvania from
Romania in the Second Vienna Award of
August 30, 1940.

SOCIETY FOR HUNGARIAN PHILATELY
505 S. 35th Street, Tacoma, WA 98418 USA
Published Quarterly
/
Copyright 2015

SOCIETY FOR HUNGARIAN PHILATELY
505 S. 35th Street
Tacoma, WA 98418 USA
Established 1969
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
American Philatelic Society Affiliate #34
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

President: Alan Bauer, alan.bauer@hungarianphilately.org
P.O. Box 3024, Andover MA 01810 USA
Vice-President: Randy Frank, rfrank@sossi.org
P.O. Box 7638, Newport Beach CA 92658 USA
Treasurer: Wes Learned, shptreasurer@tctwest.net
P.O. Box 802, Powell WY 82435-0802 USA
Secretary: Greg Gessell, g_gessell@hotmail.com
505 S. 35th Street, Tacoma WA 98418 USA
Directors-at-large:
H. Alan Hoover, h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org
Ted Johnson, TedBar12218@gmail.com
Robert B. Morgan, bobm2@roadrunner.com
Lyman R. Caswell, ruthandlyman@nventure.com
Newsletter Editor: Robert Lauer, robertlauer59@gmail.com
Newsletter Publisher: Chris Brainard, cebrainard1@verizon.net
Auction Chairperson: Jim Gaul, terrynjim@ptd.net
1920 Fawn Lane, Hellertown PA 18055-2117 USA
SHP Web Site: http://www.hungarianphilately.org
Webmaster: vacant
~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Society for Hungarian Philately (SHP) is a non-profit organization chartered under the laws of
the State of Connecticut and is devoted to the study of every aspect of Hungarian philately. SHP
publishes a quarterly newsletter in March, June, September, and December. Manuscripts for
publication may be sent to the Society’s address or to the Editor’s e-mail address listed above.
The articles published herein represent the opinions of the individual authors and the content is not
to be construed as official policy of this Society or any of its officers. All publication rights are
reserved for SHP. Articles from this journal may be reprinted only with the written permission of
the Editor and the authors. Back issues of the newsletter may be purchased for $3.00, postpaid.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Annual membership dues are $18 ($19 if paid by Paypal) for members whose addresses are in the
United States. For members residing in all other countries, the dues are $25 ($26 if paid by
Paypal). Dues are payable in January in advance for the calendar year. Payment of dues entitles
members to receive the newsletter, to participate in the sales circuit and the quarterly auctions, and
to exercise voting rights. Send dues payments to: The Treasurer, P.O. Box 802, Powell, WY
82435-0802 USA. Paypal payment may be made to shptreasurer@tctwest.net.
This issue closed on 30 September 2015.

The next issue will close on 15 December 2015.

The News of Hungarian Philately
THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER
by Alan Bauer
Summer vacations are over and it’s time to start seriously planning for our once in a lifetime show in
New York next May. Many of you may have been to a World Stamp show before, but for me it is the
first one and I am truly looking forward to it and meeting with many of our members there.
The dates are May 28th to June 4th and we have much planned. We will have our general meeting on
May 30th from 1 to 3pm. That evening we will have a very special dinner at a small Hungarian
restaurant in Manhattan – the Café Budapest. We will have the restaurant all to ourselves and they
will be preparing a traditional dinner for us with original Hungarian dishes, pastries and wines. The
restaurant will seat up to 30, so please let us know if you can attend and we will hold places for you.
Here is the link to their website – http://www.andrescafenewyork.com.
We will have two exceptional presentations at our general meeting. Karoly Szucs, coming to us from
Hungary and representing Mafitt will be speaking to us on the topic “The Classic Revenue Stamps of
Hungary 1868-1891”. Our own Bob Morgan will be presenting “The Progression of Hungary’s
Hyperinflation Rates 1945-1946”. We hope you can join us for those. We also have two members
that have applied to be exhibitors at the Show – Bob and Mr. Fumihasa Ito from Japan, as well as Mr.
Szucs.
The show organizers have arranged for discounted rates at many hotels close to the Javits Center
where the show will held. Here’s a number to call for information and help with making reservations.
From the organizers – “If you have any questions throughout the housing process, please contact 800967-8852 (toll free), 847-996-5832 (International residents) or email worldstamp@experientinc.com”.
One final request, we are seeking volunteers to staff the booth and have a few members already
signed up. If you can help us out, please email me with times you would be available to help.
Please email to let us know if you will be attending the show and if you will be able to join us for our
Hungarian dinner, and as always ……………….…… Happy stamping …………… Alan


WELCOME
Welcome to our newest member, Martin Weise of London, England. Martin has been the Secretary
of our sister organization in the U.K., the Hungarian Philatelic Society of Great Britain, since mid2014.


THE NEXT TO INITIAL RAMBLINGS OF YOUR NEW EDITOR
by Robert Lauer
By now, you have all unsuccessfully looked for the article on page 30 of the printed version of the
last issue by yours truly on inverted Koztarsasag overprints and concluded that your new Editor is the
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“Canadian who can’t count”. Alas, my friends, that is only a small part of a much more complicated
set of excuses.
The first version of the newsletter that I sent to Chris for printing had 34 pages to it (or 30 pages
excluding the covers). Chris pointed out that because the newsletter is printed on 11x17 paper and
then folded, the number of pages had to be divisible by four. Dahhhhh.... head smackingly obvious,
but it didn't even occur to me until Chris pointed it out. Chris cheekily suggested that we could just
leave the last 2 pages before the back cover empty with a note to the effect that they were left
unintentionally blank by your not so numerate Editor. Thanks, Chris. No, this is easy to fix. I'll just
delete the last 2 pages and use them in the next issue. Right.
I sent the file back to Chris with the right number of pages and a modified table of contents. Chris
then dutifully pointed out that, in doing so, I had also managed to delete all of the headers, footers and
page numbers. At this point, your Editor has a minor sense of humour failure about his own abilities
and I send Chris back the file with the right number of pages, headers, footers and page numbers, but
this time I forgot to change the table of contents. By the time I realized how I had screwed it up this
time around, it was already at the printers. Arghhhh. The trials and tribulations of the newbie Editor.
Anyway, many thanks to our long-suffering (since I have become the Editor) Publisher, Chris
Brainard. Your patience with the rookie Editor is very much appreciated.
So, hang on to this last issue of The News, folks! This is a collector's item; the only copy of The
News ever with a mismatched table of contents and actual articles. I am highly unlikely to screw it
up quite this way twice.
Now, getting back to the article on page 30 of the last issue that didn’t exist, my piece on
counterfeited inverted Kӧztársaság overprints does in fact appear in this issue at page 36 (I have
checked at least twice!). Prefaced “Counterfeit Corner”, it is intended to be the first installment of a
semi-regular column on the fakes, forgeries and counterfeits of real stamps/cancels that plague our
hobby as much as the zombie stamps that my predecessor has regularly, and rightly, inveighed against
in these pages. It is certainly not my intention to be the only author of this column; I am hoping that
other members will pick-up a keyboard and write about the fakes, forgeries and counterfeits that they
have encountered or they know something about. I have ideas for another three or four columns, but I
am counting on you folks for contributions beyond that.
Speaking of the contents of future newsletters, I would really love to know what catalogues each of
the members of the SHP have access to on a regular basis and whether they are members of the
Hungarian Philatelic Society of Great Britain. This would really help me in the development of the
content of The News. So, I have prevailed upon az Elnӧk to send out a simple two question survey to
all members for whom we have e-mail addresses though MailChimp.
1. What stamp catalogues do you have access to:
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Scott (Standard or Classic)
Stanley Gibbons Austria and Hungary
Michel Mitteleuropa
Magyar Posta - És Illetékbélyeg Katalógus (Catalogue of the Postage and Revenue Stamps of
Hungary)
Other (Please specify) ________________________
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2. Are you a member of the Hungarian Philatelic Society of Great Britain?
Always happy to help with the “modernization” of my Hungarian collection, my buddies at the
Ottawa Philatelic Society (OPS) have continued to bring me any Hungarian material they happen
have lying around the house. One of buddies at OPS, Karl, brought me in a stock book full of
Hungarian souvenir sheets, many of them imperforate, and imperfs from the late 1950s and 1960s, to
have a look at. What was in this stockbook left me slightly slack-jawed; he even had a couple of
imperforate blocks of the 1961 Venus probe 2Ft with Á NY in the margins.
I asked Karl where he got all of this stuff from. He said that he had bought it from a Hungarian guy
he met at university in the early 1970s, who had escaped in '56, but whose father was still back in
Hungary. Given that sending stamps out of the country, except through the official MABÉOSZ
foreign exchange committee, was strictly illegal, the father would send this stuff to the son using fake
return addresses, and from different post boxes around the city, so that it could not be traced back to
him. The son in turn would sell the stamps here and deposit the proceeds into a bank account in
Germany. Judging from the number of imperforate souvenir sheets, the father must have been a
member of MABÉOSZ. Talking to Csaba about this, he indicated that imperforates were sold to
MABÉOSZ members at 5 times face value, and while a member could buy several sets (maybe 5) of
the normal perforated issues, he/she was only allowed to buy one imperforate set of any issue.
Needless to say, I have added more than a few items to my collection from this whack of material.
The balance of this wonderful stash is being offered for sale at 35% of Scott catalogue value through
a Want Ad on the inside back cover. All of this material is MNH and in really good condition. If you
are interested in purchasing any of the items therein listed, send me an e-mail and I will arrange for
payment and mailing from the Great-Soon-to-be-White North.
Finally, I would like to thank Lyman Caswell, Johan Sevenhuijsen, Csaba Kohalmi, and Jan Jaap de
Weerd for their contributions to this issue of the News. Lyman’s article deals with the stamp on the
cover of the last issue of The News. (“Robert, if I’d know you were going to put the first provisional
postage due on the cover, I’d have written you an article for the issue.” Well Lyman, I had the whole
issue put together and then thought ‘Csaba always put a stamp with some significance on the front
cover in the Table of Contents box, hmmmm, I wonder what would work here…). Jan Jaap’s article
on the use of Turul postal stationary in the early months of the post-war Hyperinflation is the centrepiece article for this issue. I must say I really enjoyed working on this article: it is an interesting subelement of the Hyperinflation, the cards themselves are beautiful and I have always been a bit of a
sucker for the 1945 Provisionals which adorn many of the cards illustrating the article. Following
Jan Jaap’s article, Johan and Csaba engage in a battle of “philatelic titans” over the genuineness of the
Kalmar Covers examined in Csaba’s article in the last issue of The News, through a Letter to the
Editor and a rebutting article.


THE FIRST HUNGARIAN PROVISIONAL POSTAGE DUE STAMP
by Lyman R. Caswell
The title page of the April-June 2015 issue of The News showed the first Hungarian provisional
postage due stamp, noting that 10 May 2015 is the centennial date of the issue of this stamp.
Provisional stamps, called kisegítő (auxilliary) in the Hungarian philatelic literature, are stamps which
have been overprinted with a new value, usually lower than the original, in order to convert a seldom
used stamp to one of much greater need.
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What were the reasons for issuing this provisional postage due stamp? Why was a decision made to
overprint the 100 fillér postage due stamps of the first and second postage due issues with a red “20”?
The five issues of postage due stamps prior to 1915 all had the same design, a green frame with a
black numeral in a central oval. With the outbreak of war in 1914, Hungarian philatelists patriotically
proposed that the numeral should be red instead of black, so that the colors of the stamp should be the
national colors of Hungary, red, white, and green. This is the reason for applying the “20” overprint
in red over the black “100”. The first issue of regular postage due stamps with a green frame and red
numerals was actually made on 1 May 1915.
The denomination of the overprint, 20 fillér, was selected because this was the denomination of the
most frequently used postage due stamps. At this time, 20 fillér was the postage due on an unfranked
inter-city letter weighing 20 grams or less. The 100 fillér postage due stamps were selected to receive
this overprint because this denomination of postage due stamps was not needed. Only five examples
are known for the use of the 100 fillér postage due from the 1903 issue (MBK 9A, Michel 9A, Scott
J9). Although 152,000 of the second issue 100 fillér postage due stamps (MBK 17A, Michel 17A,
Scott J18) were printed in 1905, they were never placed in use. The 100 fillér stamp was withdrawn
from use on 31 March 1915 in order to receive the red 20 overprint.
The provisional stamps derived from the first issue (MBK 40, Michel 34, Scott J27) have the crown
in circle watermark (MBK watermark III, Michel watermark 3, Scott watermark 135). The paper of
this issue shows significant toning. The stamps derived from the second issue (MBK 41, Michel 35,
Scott J27a) have the small crown watermark (MBK watermark IV, Michel watermark 4, Scott
watermark 136a), and are on paper with much less toning. The provisional stamps from both issues
are perforated 11 3/4 x 12. A total of 394,000 of the provisional postage dues were produced.

Figure 2.

Figure 1.
The basic 100 fillér stamps had been printed in press sheets of 200 subjects, which were divided into
post office panes of 100 stamps. Each pane had accounting numbers printed on the selvage at the top,
bottom and sides. These accounting numbers were not altered on the sheets receiving the “20”
overprint, as shown with the overprinted corner block of four in Figure 1. Set-off transfers of the
numeral to the backs of the stamps frequently occurred (Figure 2).
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Figure 3.

A cover with a provisional stamp from the first postage due issue is shown in Figure 3. This cover
was posted at Budapest on 6 September 1915 to Oroháza without franking. The inter-city postage
rate was 10 fillér for letters weighing up to 20 grams. Postage due, at double the franking deficiency,
was 20 fillér.

Figure 4.

Figure 4 shows a cover with a pair of postage due stamps from the second issue with the provisional
overprint. This cover was posted without franking from Budapest on 26 May 1915 to Budafok. The
40 fillér charge is the postage due for an unfranked inter-city letter weighing in excess of 20 grams,
but less than 250 grams.
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No invalidation date for these provisional postage due stamps has been recorded. Their use was soon
replaced, however, by the 20-fillér stamps of the red numeral issue of 1 May 1915, which were issued
in a much larger quantity and were already in circulation.
References
Lyman R. Caswell. “The Postage Due Stamps of Hungary,” The Congress Book 2015, pp.116-117.
Imre Hamza, Ákos Kostyán, László Makka, László Steiner, László Surányi and Béla Varjasi.
A Magyar Bélyegek Monográfiája, Vol IV, A Postai Bérmentesítés, 1900-1944 (Budapest:
Közlekedési Dokumentációs Vállalat, 1971), pp. 197-198.


TURUL POSTAL CARDS DURING THE HUNGARIAN HYPERINFLATION:
MAY 1 TO OCTOBER 30, 1945
by Jan Jaap de Weerd
Introduction
What we are now used to calling “the Second Inflation Period” or “the Hungarian Hyperinflation”
started with a first increase in rates on May 1, 1945 (the beginning of Rate Period 1). This tripling of
postal rates was followed, at an ever accelerating pace, by a further 26 increases, ending in rates that
can't even be described by everyday words such as billions or trillions; a multiplier of 1026 is
necessary to describe the final rates in July 1946. Turul postal stationary cards, originally issued in
1933, were in use during the entire Hyperinflation period. However, the value of the imprint on the
cards very quickly became insignificant in the context of current postal rates, and was therefore no
longer taken into consideration in the franking of the card. The shortage of primary postal stationary
products at the time, though, led the public and post offices to continue using the available cards.
However, at this point, we can no longer consider them to be postal stationary, they just become
ordinary postcards. This study will focus on the usage of the Turul postal stationary cards during the
period when the imprint was still counted in the franking of the card, a period which only lasted for
the first months of the Hyperinflation.
In the immediate aftermath of the war, times were hard and confusing, as Hungarians sought to
rebuild their society after the death, destruction and deprivation of the past few years. The postal
system had also suffered significant damage, with many post offices lacking personnel and even basic
materials. It is not surprising then to find many 'out of the ordinary' postal history items from this
period, ones that are not franked according to current postal rates. Many items are really hard to
explain; were they a result of inventiveness born of shortages of the moment, or were the rules just
ignored, either knowingly or by mistake? Our knowledge of this era is far from complete.
New Regulations Concerning Postal cards
On June 12, 1945, a new regulation was issued that re-established a selling price for postal stationary,
to be paid as a supplement to the face value of the imprint to cover the cost of paper and printing. The
price to be added was 20 fillér for a single postal card and 40 fillér for the double message-and-reply
card.
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On September 12, 1945, a subsequent regulation declared the imprinted value of the postal cards to be
worthless. From that date on, postal cards sold at the post office required the full franking in stamps
and the imprinted value was to be crossed out with a blue pencil. Postal cards that had been bought
before that date were allowed to be used until October 30, 1945 without a penalty being charged, as
long as they were dropped in a mail box.
Additional Stamps for Postal Cards
When the rates changed on May 1, 1945, only the Turul postal cards with a value of 12 and 18 fillér
were still on sale at the Post Office. The lower denominations of 6, 8 and 10 fillér had not been
printed since 1943 and were apparently not in stock anymore as they do not seem to have been used
during the Hyperinflation. The 12 and 18 fillér denominations on the other hand, were available in
large enough quantities to warrant the overprinting of specific postage stamps with the additional
value corresponding to the recent increase in postal rates. As a result, post offices could easily
prepare a stock of postal cards in conformity with the new rates by sticking just one stamp on each
card in stock. The rate of a local card was raised from 12 fillér to 40 fillér so, to make up the missing
28 fillér, a stamp was overprinted with this value and released on June 1, 1945. Similarly, a stamp
with an overprinted value of 42 fillér was prepared to supplement the domestic postal cards of
18 fillér, which now cost 60 fillér to mail.

Figure 1. Rate Period 1. June 23, 1945.
Locally sent postal card in Székesfehérvár. The correct rate of 40 fillér was paid by
the 12 fillér imprint + a 28 fillér stamp.
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Figure 2. Rate Period 1. June 28, 1945.
Domestic postal card from Sárbogárd to Pápá, correctly franked with the 18 fillér imprint + a 42
fillér stamp.
Even if the 28 and 42 fillér overprinted stamps were created for a usage as a single franking on the 12
fillér and 18 fillér postal cards, these combinations, especially the 12 fillér card + a 28 fillér stamp,
are relatively rare. It would appear that most post offices and clients preferred to use the low
denomination stamps in their possession first and by the time these were used up, in many cases, the
rates had been raised again and these stamps no longer sufficed.
Postal rates were raised a second time on July 2, 1945 (the start of Rate Period 2). A local card now
cost 1 Pengö 60 fillér to mail and the domestic service rate was increased to 2 Pengö. Many
frankings from this period show the 28 and 42 fillér stamps used to round up the value of the imprint
and then other stamps added to complete the required rate. This happened frequently as post offices,
as well as Tobacco shops that often sold stamps and postal cards, had in advance prepared stocks of
18 + 42 fillér and 12 + 28 fillér cards that had not been used during the first rate period. In other
cases, the 18 fillér imprint of the card is counted as 20 fillér: the 2 fillér become increasingly
insignificant compared to the total sum required and lower denomination stamps became less and less
available to fill the gap.
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Figure 3. Rate Period 2. July 9, 1945.
Local rate postal card with the 18 fillér imprint supplemented with stamps of 42 fillér and 1 Pengö.

Figure 4. Rate Period 2. Sopron to Budapest, August 1, 1945.
Domestic postal card 2 fillér under-franked with only the 18 fillér imprint and stamps of 30 fillér, 50
fillér and 1 Pengö.
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When postal rates rose again on September 16, 1945 (the beginning of Rate Period 3), the imprinted
value of the postal cards was no longer taken into consideration when the card was sold at a post
office. Only postal cards bought by the public beforehand, and then uprated to the new rates with
stamps, could still be considered as postal stationary, and then again only if the imprint had been
counted in the calculation of the franking.
Many of the postal cards with the imprint counted in the franking and used during Period 3 are cards
that had been prepared in advance by the addition of stamps to comply with one of the earlier rate
increases. In these cases, the sender, noticing that this additional franking was no longer enough,
added the necessary supplemental stamps, or when postal cards were handed over the counter at the
Post Office, the clerk would notice a lack of franking value and add the missing stamps. Sometimes,
several consecutive increases in postal rates can be seen in the stamps added to a single card.

Figure 5. Rate Period 3. October 23, 1945.
Budapest local card with the correct franking of 2 Pengö composed of the 12 fillér imprint and 5
stamps for a total of 1 Pengö, 88 fillér. The purple single circle censor stamp is of a gyűjtőfogház, a
prison.
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Figure 6. Rate Period 3. Eger to Hajmaskér. September 24, 1945.
An 18 fillér card prepared for the 1 pengö 60 fillér local rate of Period 2, raised with 40 fillér to
comply with the domestic rate of the same period and finally raised to the new domestic rate of 6
Pengö by adding 9 stamps to cover the missing 4 Pengö. The card was sent to a Fogolytábor, a camp
for prisoners, but returned to the sender.
Supplements Paid by Cash
The new 28 and 42 fillér stamps specially overprinted to pay the supplement on postal cards were
issued on June 1, 1945, a month after the new rates had taken effect. This delay, and the general lack
of stamps at post-war post offices, drove post office staff to accept cash payments for any difference
between the stamps available to uprate these postal cards and the prevailing postal rates. To be able
to account for these revenues, a new regulation was issued on August 1, 1945, stipulating that a cash
payment should be noted on the piece of mail by writing the amount collected with the signature of
the postal clerk, and by applying the town’s date stamp accompanied by its control number. This
system of control numbers, which had not been used since the 1920’s, was re-established in order to
facilitate the accounting for these cash supplements. Each post office was equipped with a stamping
device meant to apply its proper control number as proof of a cash payment. Cash payments were at
first authorized until August 31, 1945, as a temporary measure, and then later to be extended until
December 31, 1945, but only on domestic mail. In spite of a clear set of procedures for the
implementation of the scheme, there was a large degree of variety in its local application.
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Figure 7. Rate Period 1. Szolnok to Budapest June 15, 1945.
A domestic card with an 18 fillér imprint plus 42 fillér paid in cash as indicated by the handwritten
42f and red Paid in Cash date stamp. Neither control number, nor initials of the clerk, but a purple
Szolnok civil censor mark, signed by censor.

Figure 8. Rate period 1. Jánosháza to Budapest, May 30, 1945.
Again a domestic card with 42 fillér paid in cash. In the Jánosháza Post Office, not only were stamps
not available, but apparently there was no date stamp or even a simple name stamp any more.

12
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Figure 9. Rate Period 2. Zalabaksa to Szombathely, September 10, 1945.
Handwritten Készp. bérm. (Készpénzzel bérmentesített) - paid in cash but without the sum paid
indicated (must have been 1 Pengö 82 fillér in this case) or initials. Control Number 5327 of
Zalabaksa. The two-line boxed is a purple civil censor mark of Szombathely.

Figure 10. Rate Period 3. Hejőcsaba to Eger, October 4, 1945.
A domestic card franked with the 18 fillér imprint and two supplements paid in cash of 182 fillér and
4 Pengö, respectively. No initials and no Control Number, but an identical boxed KIFIZETTETETT
stamp for both payments. Possibly the Hejőcsaba Post Office had a bunch of cards prepared at the
2 Pengö rate during the Rate Period 2. The leftover was then sold during the Rate Period 3, with a
second upgrading. Alternatively, it could also have been bought by a client during the Rate Period 2,
who didn’t use it right away, so he had to pay a supplement when presenting the card at the Post
Office after the change of rates. On the Upper right corner there is a rare notation of the additional
cost of the card under the June 12, 1945 regulation: an overzealous clerk has written “+20”beside
the Ára 18 fillér inscription.
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Grace Periods
Starting with the second rate period, under-franked mail was not to be penalized in the first days after
the change of rate, on the condition that the correct franking of the previous period had been duly
applied. This tolerance was only applicable to mail that had been deposited in a mailbox. This rule
was not made public and even the postal workers were not always aware of it. So here again,
numerous variations exist, many of which are inexplicable.
At the beginning of first rate period, there was no grace period. Starting May 1, 1945, the new rates
had to be fully applied. This explains why the card in Figure 11 below, which was postmarked on
May 2, 1945, without supplementary franking, received a penalty. However, the calculation of this
penalty is somewhat mysterious. A domestic card should have been franked with 60 fillér, so the
penalty should have been twice the missing 42 fillér. Here 50 fillér in postage due has been charged,
which does not correspond to either a calculation based on the domestic card rate or a calculation
based on the local rate, which would have been 44 fillér (2 x 22 fillér).

Figure 11. Rate Period 1. May 2, 1945.
A domestic card from Zalaegerszeg to Rákospalota without any supplementary franking. Postage
due of 50 fillér was charged.
Two months before the beginning of the first rate period, on March 2, 1945, new rates had been
established for Budapest and its region. For a local card in Budapest, the rate was 30 fillér. The card
in Figure 12 below was franked according to this tarif, but posted on May 7, 1945. Normally it
should have been subject to a penalty, but in this case was not.

14
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Figure 12. Rate Period 1. May 7, 1945.
A Budapest local card franked with 10 fillér short at the former Budapest rate, but with no penalty.
Postal card imprint of 18 fillér + a 12 fillér stamp.

Figure 13. Rate Period 2. July 2, 1945.
A local Budapest card sent on the first day of the new 1.60 Pengö rate. Despite a franking which
was 1 Pengö short, it was not penalized, but benefitted from the new Grace Period rule. The imprint
of 18 fillér + 12 fillér and 30 fillér stamps.
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Figure 14. Rate Period 2. July 21, 1945.
A domestic card from Szeged to Budapest franked at the 60 fillér domestic rate of the first rate
period. Though the Grace Period had ended six days earlier, no Postage due was levied.
Rate Period 3 had a grace period of 15 days. From October 1, 1945 onwards, cards franked
according to the previous rates, had to be penalized. Here again, as illustrated in Figure 15, we
encounter an exception.

Figure 15. Rate Period 3. October 13, 1945.
A domestic card from Újpest to Budapest franked at 2 Pengö instead of the new 6 Pengö rate. While
the Grace Period had ended on September 30, 1945, no postage due was applied.

16
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Postcards with a printed message on the back, to be send in larger quantities, were eligible for a
lower Printed Matter rate. During the first rate period, this was 10 fillér for domestic mail under 20
gr (there was no local Printed Matter rate). This was increased to 40 fillér for the second rate period.
While the cost of Printed Matter mail was significantly cheaper, it did not include all the services of
ordinary mail. If the card had to be forwarded or sent back, this was not covered by the initial fee
and a penalty was therefore applied in the form of postage due in these cases.
The 12 fillér postal card in Figure 16 below was sent on the second day of Rate Period 2 with a
printed message on the back. An overzealous postman has indicated in black pencil a 60 fillér
penalty, in spite of the fact that the card had been mailed within the Grace Period. The card was
missing 28 fillér, rounded up to 30 fillér, and the postage due was twice this amount. The recipient
refused the mail, as can be seen on the label that was attached, and the card was sent back to the
sender. The latter’s address is in the message on the back : Szabó Imre, Podmaniczky utca in district
VI. At the Budapest 62 Post Office, the 60 fillér penalty to return to sender was confirmed in bleu
crayon. A 60 fillér Postage Due stamp was stuck on the card and datestamped. Unfortunately, the
date cannot be read.

Figure 16. Rate Period 2. July 2, 1945.
A Printed Matter card, refused and returned to the sender, who was asked to pay 60 fillér postage
due.
Another card from the same batch of correspondance received a different treatment (Figure 17
below). It was sent the same day to Szalay utca in district V. The recipient was not there, so the card
was forwarded to Sebestyén utca. For this service, 10 fillér (the rate of the previous period!) was
charged in the form of 3 postage due stamps. Refused, the stamps were nullified by blue pencil
crosses and the card was returned to the sender who was charged the cost of both the forwarding and
the return trip. This was 140 fillér calculated as twice the new Printed Matter rate, minus the fee
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already paid when the item was initially posted, multiplied by two as a penalty (((2x40 fillér) – 10
fillér) x 2).

Figure 17. Rate Period 2. July 2, 1945.
A Printed Matter card, first forwarded, then returned to sender, with 1 Pengö 40 fillér postage due
to be paid.
Registered Postal Cards
The registration fee multiplies the total franking and makes the worth of the imprint of the postal
card all the more insignificant. Registered cards with the imprint included in the count of the
franking are therefor hard to find. During the first period only, different rates existed for registered
local and domestic mail; from July 2, 1945, first day of second rate period, the fee was identical for
all inland mail.
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Figure 18. Rate Period 1. June 30, 1945.
A local registered card with the 18 fillér imprint and two stamps of 10 fillér and 20 fillér pay the
local rate of 40 fillér, the five 30 fillér stamps account for the 1 Pengö 50 fillér local registration
fee. Though not being cancelled, the imprint was, at least partly, taken into consideration.

Figure 19. Rate Period 2. June 1, 1945.
A domestic card sent registered from Budapest to Ujmalomsok. The 18 fillér imprint plus 12 fillér
and 30 fillér stamps make-up the 60 fillér domestic postcard rate and the 2 Pengö is for the
registration fee, paid for by two overprinted stamps on their first day of issue.
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Figure 20. Rate Period 1. June 8, 1945. A registered card from Pitvaros to Makó.
The missing 42 fillér for a domestic card and the registration fee paid by cash. The postal clerk put
the wrong month in his replacement date stamp, but asked for the correct rate for registration.
Apparently, the Pitvaros post office had lost its equipment, and was forced to improvise date and
town cancelers from an ordinary printer set and draw the registration label by hand. The arrival date
stamp is Makó, June 10, 1945.

Figure 21. Rate Period 2. September 13, 1945.
A correctly franked local registered card from Budapest 5 to Budapest 4. The 1 Pengö 60 fillér local
card rate was paid for by the 12 fillér imprint and three lower denomination stamps; the registration
fee was paid with a 5 Pengö stamp.
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Figure 22. Rate Period 2. August 9, 1945.
A registered domestic card with two seperate supplements paid in cash: one of 1 Pengö 82 fillér to
supplement the 18 fillér of the imprint for the domestic card rate, and a second of 5 Pengö for the
registration fee. Two different pencils seem to have been used for the annotated sums which can be
explained again by the habit of preparing a bunch of cards in advance, to be sold as such or, as in
this case, supplemented with additional services.

Figure 22a.
Express Delivery
Regulations about the rate to be levied for an express service were not very precise. It was not clear
whether the sum paid for this service included only the extra costs of the rapid handling or whether
it included the price of the card itself, and therefore nothing extra needed to be paid. Different
postal clerks came to different conclusions and both interpretations were applied. As with the
registration fee, from the second rate period on, there was no difference anymore between local or
domestic express service. It seems that in Budapest, this special handling sometimes depended on
the messenger service of the telegraph office.
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Figure 23. Rate Period 2. September 3, 1945.
A local express card from Budapest 4 to Budapest 10. In this case, the 10 Pengö express fee,
composed of the 12 fillér imprint and three stamps worth in total of 9 Pengö 88 fillér, included the
price of the card. Three different datestamps, all on the same day: Budapest 4 at 9 a.m., the
Táviróhivatal (telegraph office) at 10 a.m. and the Budapest 10 post office at 11 a.m.
Reply Cards
During the Hyperinfation, message and reply cards were very rarely sent together; they were most
often detached and used seperately. Paper scarcity, high prices and the uncertainty about the worth
of the card when the recipient received it, must have contributed to this loss of popularity. Still,
examples of reply cards do exist, and sometimes these were “homemade”. Figure 24 below shows a
domestic rate postal card, sent from Kemenehogyész to Alsóság during the third rate period. The fee
of 6 Pengö was paid as follows: the imprint of 18 fillér, 1 Pengő 82 fillér in stamps and 4 Pengő cash.
The cash payment is indicated by the handwritten "Készp(énzzel) bérm(entesítve)" and the control
number 6580.
However, there is more to this card than one might think at first glance. The franking was date
stamped in Kemenehogyész, but this was not the town where it was paid; the control number 6580
was not used in Kemenehogyész but in Alsóság. What actually happened here is pure conjecture, but
it might have gone like this. Miklós Berasenyi from Alsóság wrote a letter to Arpadné Pépescy in
Kemenehogyész and he wanted to enclose a postal reply card. He already possessed a postal card of
18 fillér upgraded by means of stamps to what he thought to be the rate of that moment, 2 Pengő.
But when he brought his letter to the post office in Alsóság, he was told that the fees had risen again.
He therefore asked the postal clerk to add the missing sum on the card. This transaction was done in
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cash. Arpadné Pépecsy then used the reply card and that’s how the franking got date stamped in
Kemenehogyész and the card received the datestamp of Alsóság three days later.

Figure 24. Rate Period 3. October 3, 1945.
The postage for this domestic card was paid for by a combination of the 18 fillér imprint, 1 Pengö
82 fillér in stamps and 4 Pengö paid in cash, all applied and paid for in Alsóság but date stamped in
and sent from Kemenehogyész.
Foreign destinations
Mail to foreign destinations was not available in the first months of the Hyperinflation. The first
connection abroad to be opened again was with Yugoslavia on August 6, 1945. The only other
country with which postal relations were reastablished before the Turul postal stationary lost its
validity was Czechoslovakia. Romania could only be reached again from November 17, 1945
onwards.
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Figure 25. Rate Period 1. May 4, 1945.
An 18 fillér card franked according to the domestic postcard rate with the 42 fillér supplement paid
in cash at the Miskolcz 1 Post Office. Sent to Alsófernezely, a small town close to Baia-Mare
(Nagybánya in Hungarian) in Romania. Somehow the card slipped over the not yet very well defined
new border, without being taxed, benifiting from the confusing situation at the end of the war and
perhaps with some thanks to the added mention of Hungarie. The Miskolcz civil censor mark is a reuse of a somewhat adapted handstamp previously used during the First World War.

Figure 26. Rate Period 1. June 4, 1945.
An 18 fillér card, supplemented with 42 fillér worth of stamps to make up the domestic postcard fee.
Sent from Úlló to Oradea in Romania, it was not blocked anywhere along the way despite the
Hungarian name of the town, Nagyvárad, that had been added by the sender. It passed through
Bucuresti on January 21, 1946, to reach Oradea on January 29, 1946. Rates had been multiplied
several times by then, but no additional franking was demanded.
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Figure 27. Rate Period 2. September 12, 1945.
A correctly franked card to Sombor (Zombor in Hungarian) in Yugoslavia. The imprint of 18 fillér,
even if it has not been obliterated, was added to the 11 Pengö 82 fillér of stamps to make up for the
foreign destination postcard rate of 12 Pengö. The rectangular datestamp is from the railway
station post box (P.U. LEVÉLSZEKRÉNYBŐL) of Jánoshalma. Lilac civil censor mark of Belgrade,
Yugoslavia.
Miscellaneous
For reasons of convenience, Tobacco shops sold both stamps and postal cards to their clients. They
bought these from regular post offices. It is not clear whether they received a commission for this
service in the form of a discount on the sales price from the post office. However, when postal rates
changed, they had to add the requisit supplemental stamps before selling the cards. Often, they
prepared a stock of postal cards, ready to be sold to the public, at the new sales price, as did many
post offices.

Figure 28. An unused postal card of
18 fillér with stamps added to pay for
the 2 Pengö domestic rate of the
second period. The card seems even
to have been prepared previously for
either the local or the domestic rate
of the first period.
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The regulation issued on September 12, 1945 decreed that postal stationary cards sold at the Post
Office should be sold without counting the value of the imprint. The full amount of the rate
collected should be indicated by stamps and the imprint crossed out with a blue crayon. Despite this
regulation, cards with such a blue crayon cross are not very common.

Figure 30. Rate Period 2. September 26, 1945.
A card from Csanytelek to Csongrád, franked at the 6 Pengö domestic rate with three 2 Pengö
stamps. The imprint bears a blue pencilled cross.
The Turul Postal Stationary cards lost all validity on October 30, 1945. From that date on, the
imprint on the cards was not counted in the franking value even where postal cards had been
previously purchased and posted in a mail box. Nevertheless, as illustrated in Figures 31 and 32,
there were cases where one could argue that the imprint was still taken into account in franking after
this date.
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Figure 31. Rate Period 4. November 1, 1945.
Cancelled on the first day of the new rate period, this domestic card from Pécel to Kiskunhalas
benefited from the Grace Period. The imprint of 12 fillér had been supplemented several times with
additional stamps to comply to the new rates. All three of the previous rates can be identified: the
40 fillér local rate of the first period, the 2 Pengö domestic rate of the second and the 6 Pengö rate of
a domestic card during the third period. In each case, the imprint has been counted. The Grace
Period regulations said that a card, franked correctly at the rate of the previous period and posted in
a mail box, could be delivered without penalty in the first days of a new Rate Period. In this case, the
postal clerk applied this rule, rather than the September, 12, 1945 regulation, probably to avoid
going through a lot of administrative work for the levying the penalty on such a small amount as the
missing 12 fillér. In this case, one is tempted to go along with the postal clerk and consider the
imprint as being regularly counted in the franking.
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Figure 32. Rate Period 5. November 22, 1945.
A Mosonmagyaróvár to Budapest domestic card. A card previously prepared to comply with the
6 Pengö rate of the third period by adding 5 Pengö 82 fillér to the 18 fillér postal card, was used in
the fifth rate period when the rate had climbed to 80 Pengö. The missing 74 Pengö was paid in cash.
Strictly speaking, the 18 fillér imprint was still counted in the franking of the card even if not
cancelled. However, even the 6 Pengö of stamps were apparently considered to be of too little value
to worry about, as they were not obliterated either.
Conclusion
Technically speaking, from October 30, 1945, the Turul postal cards ceased to be postal stationary
and just became ordinary post cards. At this point, they probably cease to fit in a postal stationary
collection. While use of Turul postal stationary is only part of the postal history of the first months
of the Hyperinflation, it does provide an intriguing insight into this very complex period of
Hungarian postal history.
Finally, I would like to thank Robert Morgan for his patience and constant assistance, not only in the
preparing this article, but over the years with all of my questions related to this area of Hungarian
Philately.
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2015 NEW ISSUES
The Sports Club Újpest TE is 130 Years Old
Date of issue: 19 June 2015
Face value: HUF 400 (On the date of issue, the HUF 400 stamp can be
used as an additional denomination.)
Number of copies: 200,000
Perforated size: 30 x 40 mm
Printing method: offset
Printed by: ANY Security Printing Company
Designed by: Ervin Widerkomm
Újpesti Torna Egylet is the third oldest surviving sports club in Hungary.
The club was founded by local residents of Újpest when it was still a
village of 700 people just outside Budapest. On 16 June 1885, twenty
enthusiastic young people announced the formation of Újpest TE in a classroom of the school on the
village’s marketplace. Before long, the club boasted 78 members. On 31 March 1950, the Interior
Ministry Sports Club merged with UTE to form Dózsa SE, which changed its name to Újpest Dózsa
SC in 1957. During this period of association with the Interior Ministry, the Club benefited a great
deal in terms of facilities, programs and funding. In 1991, the club reverted to its old name UTE.
(Source: ute1885.hu, wikipedia.org)
88th Stamp Day
Date of issue: 26 June 2015
Total face value: HUF
860+300
Number of copies issued:
250,000 sets, 30,000 blocks
(On the date of issue, the HUF
115 and HUF 145 stamps pay
the postage of a domestic nonpriority and priority standard
letter.)
Imperforate size of the stamp
block: 90 x 70 mm.
Perforated size of the stamps:
30 x 40 mm.
Printed by: Pénzjegynyomda
Zrt.
Photographs by: József Hajdú
Designed by: Barnabás Baticza
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This year, Stamp Day was held between 26 and
28 June 2015 in Tata. A detail of Tata’s Old
Lake is depicted together with Tata Castle on the
numbered stamp block. In the foreground of the
block’s stamp design is a statue of Saint John the
Baptist, and in the background the building
hosting the Stamp Day event, the Eötvös József
High School, is visible. The denominations of the
set of stamps show the Bell Tower (HUF 115)
and Tata Castle (HUF 145).
Tata lies on the river Által in northern
Transdanubia, and has been inhabited since ancient times. Archaeological finds suggest the presence
of pre-historic man at the site. Under the kings of the house of Árpád, there was a royal estate here.
Written records from the 9th century show that this was the site of a Benedictine Abbey. (Source:
tata.hu, wikipedia.org)
Treasures of Hungarian Museums III
Date of issue: 3 July 2015
Total face value: HUF 470
Number of copies issued: 54,000 miniature
sheets (Rómer); 60,000 miniature sheets
(Zsolnay)
Imperforate size of the miniature sheet: 100
x 138 mm.
Perforate size of the stamps: 40 x 30 mm.
Printed by: Pénzjegynyomda Zrt.
Photographs by: Csaba Taca Tanai (Rómer);
István Fűzi (Zsolnay)
Designed by: Barnabás Baticz
Rómer Flóris Museum of Art and History, Győr ● Flóris Rómer (1815-1889) was born 200 years
ago. As a Benedictine monk in Győr, he proposed founding a museum in 1857 as a means of
accumulating “antique artefacts” for use in school education. On 6 May 1859, the Imperial and Royal
Central Board for research into and the maintenance of architectural monuments officially founded
the museum. Source: romer.hu
Janus Pannonius Museum’s Zsolnay Collection, Pécs ● The Janus Pannonius Museum’s Zsolnay
Collection illustrates the development of Zsolnay architectural ceramics from historic revival style
ornaments to large scale individual works. Vilmos Zsolnay invented pyrogranite that enabled the use
of very colourful ceramics on the façades of buildings. The Zsolnay family founded the museum in
1928 to mark the centenary of the birth of Vilmos Zsolnay. In 1853 Miklós Zsolnay, a merchant in
Pécs, founded a stoneware factory. In 1865, Vilmos Zsolnay took over the struggling business and,
by developing the technology and experimenting with materials during the early years he was in
charge, he transformed it into a highly successful venture. Source: pecsimuzeumok.hu
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The Pesti Vigadó is 150 Years Old
Date of issue: 24 July 2015
Face value: HUF 285 (On the date of issue, the HUF 285 stamp can be
used as a denomination for non-priority postcards and standard letters to
European countries.)
Number of copies: 200,000
Perforation size: 30 x 40 mm
Printing method: offset
Printed by: ANY Security Printing Company
Photographs by: Máté Török (stamp), Tamás Bujnovszky (envelope)
Designed by: Imre Benedek
The headquarters of the Hungarian Academy of Arts, Pesti Vigadó was
built 150 years ago. The commemorative stamp displays part of the
ceremonial staircase with a painting by Mór Than entitled Fairy Ilona meeting her lover (fresco secco,
end of the years 1860).
By the end of the Ottoman occupation in 1686, Pest lay in ruins. At that time, the stone blocks of a
redoubt for the defence of the city stood in the area of today's Vigadó tér. In 1789, the redoubt was
demolished to be replaced by a theatre building, which was not built for quite a while due to lack of
funds. Construction was started in 1829 on the basis of Mihály Pollack's plans. This building, the
predecessor of today's Vigadó, proved to be one of the finest pieces of neoclassical architecture in
Pest, and was known as the Redoute. The Redoute was to have a short career though; in May 1849, it
was destroyed by the artillery fire of the invading Austrian troops. In 1859, Frigyes Feszl was
commissioned to design a new building, with which he sought to create a Hungarian style. The new
edifice was opened in 1865. The façade of the palace is decorated by the Hungarian Coat of Arms
and the likenesses of outstanding figures in Hungarian history. The pillar statues were sculpted by
Károly Alexy. The frescos inside the building were painted by Károly Lotz and Mór Than. For two
or three decades following its opening, the Vigadó had a busy schedule of balls. The Vigadó was
seriously damaged in World War II, putting its future in doubt. In 1968, construction work started
with several of its parts demolished for complete transformation. The rebuilt Vigadó was opened to
the public on 15 March 1980, retaining only vestiges of its former splendour. The Vigadó was closed
again in 2004. In 2013, the Hungarian Academy of Arts acquired ownership of the Műcsarnok
(Kunsthalle) and the Vigadó building, which was approaching the end of reconstruction. The formal
opening ceremony of the renovated Pesti Vigadó took place on 14 March 2014. In today's Vigadó,
the main auditorium shines almost in its original beauty. The main staircase, the lobby and the music
room have been fully restored to their former grandeur.
Flowers
Date of issue: 7 August 2015
Total face value: HUF 330 (On the date of issue, the HUF 115 stamp pays the
postage of a domestic non-priority standard letter or postcard, and the HUF 215
is the tariff for a domestic non-priority letter up to 100 g.)
Number of copies: 250,000 sets
Perforated size: 40 x 25.5 mm
Printing method: offset
Printed by: ANY Security Printing Company
Designed by: Ágnes Berta
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Bukhara iris (Iris bucharica) and tree peony (Paeonia suffruticosa)
appear in the stamp designs. The first day cover for the stamps
features the water mill in the National Botanical Garden at
Vácrátót and the special postmark employs a stylised design of
virgin’s bower (Clematis fusca). The stamp set was produced in
cooperation with the Hungarian Academy of Sciences’ Centre for
Ecological Research at the National Botanical Garden, Vácrátót.
The first record of a garden at Vácrátót dates from 1827. In 1871,
Sándor Vigyázó bought the property and at vast cost transformed the park around his country house
into a romantic landscape garden, including the interconnecting lakes, the artificial waterfall, the
broad swathes of grass, the large glades lined with strikingly coloured or unusual species of trees –
and the garden structures suggesting the romance of the past (the watermill, the artificial ruins and the
rock tunnel) that can still be seen today. Sándor Vigyázó died in 1921, and bequeathed his wealth,
library, valuable art collection, country and town houses, and thousands of acres of land to the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences. During the long litigation that ensued, the valuable gardens became
more and more neglected and during World War II, the property suffered serious damage. The
property finally came into the possession of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and the Institute of
Botany was established there on 1 January 1952. Within a short period, the garden was restored to a
state where it could be opened to the public, which happened on 1 May 1961. Since then, continuous
improvements have been made. (Source: kertlap.hu; kolibrikerteszet.hu; wikipedia.org;
botanikuskert.hu)
Hungarian Saints and Blesseds Part III. - Saint Astrik
Date of issue: 7 August 2015
Face value: 600 Ft
Number of copies: 30,000
Perforated size: 30 x 36.66 mm
Cut size: 110 x70 mm
Printing method: offset
Printed by: Pénzjegynyomda
Photo by: József Hajdú, Tibor Rigó and Tibor
Szabó.
Designed by: György Kara
This is the third issue in a philatelic series
commemorating the most important figures in the foundation of the Church in Hungary. The design
of the stamp was based on Saint Stephen Offering the Holy Crown of Hungary by Vilmos AbaNovák, painted between 1938 and 1941, which adorns the dome of the Millennium Chapel in
Pannonhalma Abbey. Saint Astrik stands next to Queen Gisela, on the left of King Saint Stephen,
who is offering the crown and is depicted in a dark robe.
Saint Astrik (? – ca 1034) was a Benedictine monk, the abbot of several monasteries, ambassador,
bishop and archbishop. He became the abbot of the Benedictine monastery in Pannonhalma. In 998
or 999 he founded a monastery in honour of Saint Benedict in Pécsvárad, from which he was
summoned by King Stephen in 1000 to undertake his most important diplomatic mission, to bring a
crown and, legend has it, permission to establish an ecclesiastical organisation in Hungary from Pope
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Sylvester II in Rome. In the summer of 1001, he probably acted as a papal nuncio in Hungary and
became the bishop of Kalocsa in the autumn of 1002. During a three year illness of the archbishop of
Esztergom, Astrik temporarily took over the administration of the archbishopric of Esztergom. After
this, he returned to Kalocsa, and the first Hungarian king, Saint Stephen, appointed him archbishop.
Albert Einstein Presented the General Theory of Relativity 100 Years Ago
Date of issue: 7 September 2015
Face value: HUF 285 (On the date of issue, the
HUF 285 stamp pays the postage of a non-priority
postcard or standard letter to Europe.)
Printing method: offset
Number of copies: 200,000
Perforated size: 45 x 27.03 mm (50 stamps/sheet)
Printed by: ANY Security Printing Company
Photo by: Cultiris/Science Photo Library
Designed by: Imre Benedek
One hundred years ago Albert Einstein presented his new relativistic gravitational field equations to
the Prussian Academy of Sciences at its meeting on 25 November 1915, and thus his general theory
of relativity was born. The Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity was published 1916.
Albert Einstein was born in Ulm, Württemberg, Germany on 14 March 1879. A theoretical
physicist, he is considered the greatest scientist of the 20th century both inside scientific circles and
by the general public. He developed the theory of relativity and made considerable contributions to
the advancement of quantum mechanics, statistical mechanics and cosmology. He was awarded the
Nobel Prize for physics in 1921. He died at Princeton, New Jersey, on 18 April 1955. (Source:
wikipedia.org; matud.iif.hu).

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Yesterday, I got the new issue of The News. First of all, Robert, thanks for your kind words of
welcome! I found Csaba's article on the early Air mail covers interesting.
Csaba, I think that you are sticking your neck out on the forged character of the covers shown. I am
not yet convinced. Of course, they are philatelically inspired; I have other mail by Mr. Moriz
Goldfinger, who was a well-known philatelist at the time. I doubt if any 'normal' person or firm
would go to the extra expense of sending letters by air mail when the time saved on the BudapestVienna stretch would be negligible anyway. At the time, it would have seemed similar to such harebrained schemes like balloon post or rocket post, none of which have any real postal purpose.
The question here is whether the covers are:
a) franked with real stamps, valid at the days shown and actually canceled on the days shown in
the postmarks;
b) actually gone through the mail;
c) actually transported by airplane; and
d) of course actually canceled with bona-fide postal cancellers.
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It is, of course, difficult to answer all of these with certainty, and it is also debatable what constitutes
a forgery or fake (are these equivalent terms?). The stamps were valid from July 4th to 24th and I
assume those on the covers are real. Csaba concentrates on the cancels. I feel (in general) that
making complete forged cancellers is a very difficult job, let alone producing a convincing strike. I
have looked at very many cancellations over the years and (as you know) strikes from one cancel can
be looking different, especially in the exchangeable date-part.
The 'dead giveaway' is the date of the cancel 'Repülö Posta' on July 11th. You cite Mr. Berecz as
authority on July 16th as first day of use of that cancel. I looked the cancel up in the Monográfiája,
part I, page 628. There June 10th, 1918 is given as first date of use. In the Monográfiája IV (pages
245-51) the stamps and their use are covered, including a list of flights and the amount of mail
transported. There were daily flights to Vienna in the July 4th to 23rd period. I cannot read the
Hungarian text any further, but it looks informative.
On the basis of what I see and read, the covers seem OK (but philatelic and probably over franked).
So, don't write off your covers too soon!
Johan Sevenhuijsen

I BEG TO DIFFER
by Csaba L. Kohalmi
After reading Johan’s Letter to the Editor, I realized that he had become my ‘muse’ to inspire me to
write my next contribution to Editor Robert’s 2nd newsletter. At first, a plethora of American and
Hungarian proverbs raced through my mind; and, on that lite note, I’d like to begin. My first reaction
was that you can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make it drink! Johan did not buy into my
treatise about the cancels, but he did make some very good points that deserve a new round of
investigation. My second reaction was the glass is half empty / half full perspective regarding one’s
pessimistic vs optimistic outlook on life. My glass is generally half empty because it’s coupled to my
Hungarian bad liver / rosszmájúság, i.e., skepticism. In applying my bad liver to philately, I will
generally side with fake / forgery regarding overprints, cancellations, whenever something seems
amiss. That doesn’t preclude a second look to account for variations or tolerances of printing, hand
cancelling, etc.
I consider the Monográfiája to be an excellent reference source of Hungarian philately. BUT, the
books were written in the late 1960s and early 1970s and have been proven to contain errors, so they
are not ‘The Bible’ to be taken verbatim. Ditto for the Blackbook/A magyar bélyegek kézikönyve.
Regarding the 1918 airmail service, dozens of scholarly articles (and books) have been published in
the past 50 years in Hungary, Great Britain, and the United States that clarify and refine the
information contained in the monograph. Unfortunately, some of the authors have passed away since,
so it’s up to others to continue the quest.
Johan is correct in citing the entry from Volume I, p. 628 as to July 10th being the date of the
introduction of the IND/ÉRK cancellers. This data may have been the source of inspiration for the
fabricator(s) of the cover to use the July 11th date on the back stamp. However, Volume IV on p. 249
gives a contradictory, but correct date (the same date used by Vic Berecz) as July 16th. Not a single
GENUINE cover has been discovered with a date prior to July 16th to upset the applecart.
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My philatelic take on the meaning of the words fake / forgery / fabrication / ‘mache’ [German] is
more or less synonymous with something masquerading as real. So, in my opinion, the so-called
Kalmár covers were created to seem like genuine, postally used, flown on an airplane during the brief
1918 Austro-Hungarian airmail service, covers. Still, I may be wrong in using the words fake and
forgery interchangeably. My college-era Webster’s New World Dictionary of the American
Language assigns a legal definition to forgery [the act or legal offense of imitating or counterfeiting
documents, signatures, etc., to deceive]. Therefore, the Kalmár covers are fake, forged, fabricated
because they were created to deceive. They are not OK. Period.
Yes, it is correct to say that a large percentage (even our resident expert Vic Berecz declined to define
the percentage) were philatelically inspired, as with Zeppelin mail, rocket mail, balloon post, etc.
from later years. Moricz Goldfinger is just one of the prominent philatelists who ‘initiated’ covers to
be flown. My example is the well-known jurist and philatelist Dr. Victor Wienert of Pozsony, who
was the major source of flown postal cards. By using the word ‘initiated,’ I mean that these persons
or their proxies went to the airmail window of the Budapest 4 post office and posted cards and letters
to addressees in Vienna. In most cases, they paid the clerk the [expensive] required fee for the
postings and the clerk affixed and cancelled the stamps. It was not customary for private individuals
to have stocks of stamps at home. A business or legal office may have operated with a ready supply
of stamps, but most persons bought stamps as required. Again, these mailers ‘initiated’ but did not
‘create’ or ‘manufacture’ airmail covers. Now, I’d like to address Johan’s questions a) though d).
Re: a). The airmail stamps were valid, as stated, during the period of the 4th through the 24th of July
1918. After they were withdrawn, surplus stock was sold on the philatelic market. Forged/fabricated
covers, in most cases, were created using genuine stamps purchased after the airmail service ceased.
While the service was operational, the post office did not sell mint stamps to the public. Airmail
stamps had to be affixed to covers by the postal clerk who was on duty to accept airmail postings.
This was a major incentive for collectors to secure copies of the stamps, despite the extra expense.
Also, at that time, used stamps were considered more desirable that mint copies.
Re: b) and c). These two points are not independent. As I stated above, covers with airmail stamps
could not go through the mail without being transported by an airplane. [The one exception was the
ill-fated July 13th flight that crashed and the recovered letters were forwarded to Vienna by train.]
Re: d). Being able to identify bona fide postal cancellers is the major tool for determining the
genuineness of the airmail covers. Johan cites construction difficulties in creating forged cancelling
devices. Yes, that is true if one wants to duplicate the steel die devices used by the Hungarian and
Austrian postal services. But, it is not that difficult to copy cancellations using various printing
techniques. [With today’s computer aided technologies, forging cancellations or overprints has
become a much simpler task!] Since I am not an expert in the printing business, I leave this subject
open to possibility of ‘tolerances’ [an engineering term that allows for a +/- percentage of variance].
Note that I stated in my analysis of the Kalmár cover in my collection, that the Budapest 4 L.L.z.
strikes were incomplete as opposed to the strikes on Simon Barb’s covers. The fabricator got more
skilled as he/she produced more covers. The short ‘J’ in ‘JUL’ is the most significant evidence for
genuineness that cannot be ignored. If the ‘J’ is not short, then the cancellation is forged. If the ‘J’ is
short, then the cover needs further inspection to determine genuineness. Case in point: last spring I
purchased a registered cover with a short ‘J’ in the cancellation dated July 10, 1918. When I received
it, I noted the lack of a Wien Flugpost arrival strike on the reverse side. The envelope was also neat
and crisp and showed no signs of its age. The registry etiquette was the proper 4000-series, but the
number [R-4631] was way outside the range documented by Endre Krajcsovics [The News, JanuaryMarch 2007, pp. 3-4]. Still, the cover merited a good looking-over. The forger knew what he/she
was doing! In the end, I returned it for a refund because it was a fake.
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In conclusion, the Kalmár covers (and, for that matter, other ‘forged’ covers that I have seen) are
NOT over franked. Over franking would be a dead giveaway for fakes, so the fabricators paid close
attention to affixing correct postage. The strict controlled process in accepting airmail posting during
the time of the actual service precluded most mistakes that could have been made in affixing postage
stamps. There are covers pretending to be flow mail [I remember seeing one addressed to the United
States using a typewriter] that were favor-cancelled, but not with the Budapest 4 L.L.z. or the IND
devices, after the airmail service ended. Identifying these as mache is not rocket science!
P.s. Vic Berencz listed four rudimentary tests for genuineness on page 28 of chapter 3 in his book,
and these are pretty much in line with Johan’s four questions. Also, Simon Barb has concurred with
my conclusions in our email correspondence.

COUNTERFEIT CORNER: INVERTED KÖZTÁRSASÁG OVERPRINTS
by Robert Lauer
In a large collection that I
purchased on ebay relatively
soon after I started collecting
Hungarian stamps, I found 7
coloured numeral Harvesters
from the initial issue of the
new Hungarian Republic with
inverted “KӦZTÁRSASÁG”
overprints: the 2f, 3f, 4f, 5f,
10f, 20f and 40f (Scott 15356, 158-59, 162; MBK 24851, 253-55). Both the Stanley
Gibbons and the Scott
Classic catalogues indicate
that the Harvester and KárolyZita values of this 1918 issue do indeed exist with inverted overprints. MBK confirmed that inverted
overprints on these values do indeed exist, and with catalogue values significantly greater than the
normal values of the issue (the 10f around $14), but also that counterfeits exist as well. All of which
encouraged me to take somewhat skeptical view as to the genuineness of these new acquisitions.
The 7 stamps are illustrated above, along with a genuine copy of the overprint on a 10f Károly (Scott
168; MBK 264). The 3 on the bottom row are upside-down to facilitate comparison with the genuine
overprint. Looking at the used stamps under a x10 loop, the overprints were clearly applied overtop
of the cancellations, which got me looking for other distinguishing characteristics to see if the mint
ones were counterfeit as well. The genuine overprint is 17mm x 3mm; the forged ones are slightly
smaller. The letters are not as crisp on the forgeries – especially the “K”, the accent over the “O” and
the angles on the bottom right of the “G”, which are rounded on the counterfeits, but are square and
sharp on the genuine overprint. The genuine overprints were printed by typography, meaning that the
overprint shows through as raised letters on the back of the stamp; not so much on the inverted
counterfeit overprints. As my father was fond of saying about things that were questionable, “Don’t
eat that Elmo, that’s been lying on the road too long” (rural Saskatchewan humour).
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For Sale: MNH, Good Condition, 35% of Scott CV
1958
1959
1961
1962

1963

1964
1965

1966
1968
1972

1972

(Scott Catalogue Numbers in brackets)
FIP SS Perf 12 (1202a)
World Fencing Championships, Budapest set Imperf marginal pairs (1241-48)
Venus Probe 2Ft Block with Á NY in Margins (1338)
Hungarian Horse Racing set Imperf corner pairs (1406-12)
World Space Flights SS Perf (C209)
World Football Championships, Chile set Imperf marginal pairs (1447-52,B224,C209A)
World Football Championships, Chile set Perf marginal pairs (1447-52,B224,C209A)
World Football Championships, Chile 10ft SS Perf [2] (1453)
Motorcycle and Car Sports set Imperf marginal pairs (1475-83)
European Figure Skating Championships, Budapest SS Perf (1491)
European Figure Skating Championships, Budapest set of marginal pairs (1484-90)
Vostok 5 & 6 SS Perf [2] (C248)
Summer Olympics, Tokyo set Imperf corner pairs (1598-1606,B237)
Summer Olympics, Tokyo SS Imperf and Perf (C249)
Hungarian Medals from Summer Olympics in Tokyo set Imperf marginal pairs (1647-58)
International Quiet Sun Year SS Perf (1668)
Space Research SS Perf (C260)
Universiade SS Perf [2] and Imperf (1704)
World Cup Football Championships SS Perf (1771)
Winter Olympics, Grenoble SS Perf [2] (1871)
Winter Olympics, Sapporo SS Perf (2122)
Summer Olympics, Munich SS Perf (C324)
Steam Locomotives set Imperf marginal pairs (2123-30)
Dogs set Imperf marginal pairs and Imperf corner pairs (2135-41)
European Football Championships Sheet Perf (C323a)

Contact: Robert Lauer at robertlauer59@gmail.com.

WANTED: Consignment material for SHP auctions.
Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction chairperson, Jim Gaul:
1920 Fawn Lane, Hellertown, PA 18055-2117 USA, email: terrynjim@verizon.net. You can set your starting
price or consult with Jim to establish the same. You can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society
and provide a source of new acquisitions for your fellow members all at the same time.

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY
Book #
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12 *

Volumes
1-3
4-6
7-9
10-12
13-15
16-18
19-21
22-24
25-27
28-30
31-32
33-36

Years
1970-1972
1973-1975
1976-1978
1979-1981
1982-1984
1985-1987
1988-1990
1991-1993
1994-1996
1997-1999
2000-2001
2002-2005

Cost
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$50 *

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 11 books for
$320.00. * Book No. 12 costs $50 each. Freight fees will be added to all orders. Orders and inquiries should
be sent to:
H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092;
tel: (770) 840-8766,
e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org

1965 UNIVERSIADE - BLOKK

Fifty years ago on August 20, 1965, the Hungarian Post Office issued this 10 Forint souvenir
sheet to commemorate the holding of the University Games in Budapest.

