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THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER
It is with humble gratitude that I accept your election of me to the office
of President of our Society. I hope that with the assistance of the Executive
Board, I can fill the shoes. I wish to take this opportunity to thank the previous
Executive Board that so graciously guided our society since 1997. And, a
special thanks is due to Steven Frater for his leadership for over a decade. The
new Executive Board has approved the recognition of Steven Frater and Tom
Phillips with a Certificate of Appreciation that will be sent to them for their
dedication of time and effort to our Society. I welcome the continued support of
these two gentlemen in their less involved but just as important role as Directors
at Large of our Executive Board.
So many new things have advanced in our society over the past quarter
and the website has been updated to reflect those changes, including the addition
of the new bylaws, the listings of the new Executive Board and the posting of the
articles from this edition. Please make note of the change in the society's official
mailing address, too. With our newly elected secretary, our mailing address
required changing. Check out the on-line version of this issue; it usually is
posted many weeks before you receive your hard copy. Such marvels electronic
media
can
produce!
The
address
again
is:
http://home.sprintmail.com/~aahoover/shp/shphome.htm
The anticipated big news is our participation in the APS
STAMPSHOW 2000 to be held in Providence, RI from August 24th to the 27th.
Since this article is being written many months prior to the show, the details may
change at the last moment, but check out our program when you attend. The
Executive Board will be meeting on Wednesday, August 23rd from 1:00 PM
until 3:00 PM for our first in-person gathering since Pacific 97. Although we
will be discussing society business, the meetings are always open to any member
who wishes to attend. We will not be having a general society meeting but we
have requested the use of a society table, and we hope that this will be a place
where friends can meet, greet and participate with others from our society. We,
naturally, will be recruiting new members also. Other members will be
exhibiting. Please stop by and say hello! Additional last minute information on
locations will be provided on the website of APS STAMPSHOW:
http://www.stamps.org/aps/shows/stampsho/ss2000.htm. Check it out before you
depart. We also hope to organize an informal dinner one evening at a local
restaurant for socializing with society members. Stop by the Society table at the
show and we will provide all details at that time.
Our Past President Steven Frater will be attending several major show
this year, such as WIPA 2000, Hunphilex 2000, and STAMPSHOW 2000. I
have asked him to compose an article on our Hungarian involvement at each of
these shows since I am unable to attend the overseas events. We look forward to
his report in the next issue.
Our society is continuing to grow. As you can see from this issue, four
additional pages have been added to this edition and an even thicker issue is
planned next time. Hats off to our editor for such an outstanding job in putting
together this issue! He entered our publication in the literature competition at
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at STAMPSHOW and we shall report on its status in the next edition.
Our membership application process is being refined, the web continues
to draw new inquiries about our society, and fresh ideas from the new board will
surely continue to shape our society to be a more dynamic organization. As new
ideas are being proposed, we would love to hear from you on any of your ideas.
Drop a message to any of the officers via any media you wish and we will be
happy to consider.
Also, our new Secretary, Bob Morgan is updating the Society's database
to keep up with the ever-changing times. We have received many changes to
addresses when members renewed this year. Another important item that the
society would like is to have your email address if you have one. Kindly send
any officer a short email message and we will add your information to our
database.
It is my constant pleasant goal to assist our editor in obtaining new
material for publication in our quarterly journal called The News of Hungarian
Philately. Won't you assist by submitting a short write-up of any topic around
your collecting interests? Won't you help our society members learn what you
know by submitting that material?
How does one go about it? One can just sit down, start thinking of
ideas, and putting down key thoughts on a page. Later, one can come back to the
notes, look at the key thoughts, and start filling in other thoughts below them.
This will start a process. Or, if you are not a writer, you could call on a member
of the Executive Board with whom you feel comfortable and see if he would take
some notes on your thoughts. Then, with a little further development, those
thoughts can be submitted to our editor.
Hope to see a lot of you in Providence.
Until next issue!
H. Alan Hoover

KUDOS AND WELCOME
Congratulations to the following SHP
members for their recent successes in exhibiting.
Alfred Kugel won a gold medal and the APS
1900-40 medal at the Peach State Stamp Show 99
with The New Order in the Baltic. Mr. Kugel also won with one-frame exhibits
at the same show: a gold with The U.S. Naval Mission to Brazil; and two silvers
with United States Registration Labels and Postal History of the British
Occupation of Libya. In addition, Mr. Kugel won a vermeil and the GPS silver
medals at Vapex 99 with German WWI Military and Occupation Mail from
Enemy and Allied Territory. Dr. Paul Szilagyi won a vermeil at the Sarasota
National show with Development of Hungarian Airmail 1895-1945.
SHP extends a warm welcome to the following new members: Mr.
Robert Bauer of Cary, IL; Mr. George Birdsall of Verona, NJ; Mr. Zoltán
Koleszár of Oroszlány, Hungary; Mr. Roland Moria of Almere, Holland; and
Mr. Kenneth Pearman of Tucson, AZ;
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OPEN QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE EARLY KRAJCÁRDENOMINATED TAX NOTICE FORMS
by Emmerich Vamos
It is well known and regrettable that postal stationery and postal forms
with imprinted stamps have been treated as the stepchildren of philately from the
early days of stamp collecting. Even though cutouts from these had a place in
the stamp albums printed at the turn of the last century, this well-intentioned
attempt resulted in the destruction of a huge quantity of postal forms and
stationery. As it became evident almost too late, the albums provided spaces for
the cutouts of the imprinted stamps only. The collectors of that era paid heed to
the spaces provided and proceeded to trim the denominated imprints from the
forms and relegated the remainders of the documents to wastebaskets. The aftereffects of this mass philatelic butchery are still being felt in some countries. For
example, in the United States, the ordinary collectors are content to be able to
buy cutouts of early stationery items at hefty prices while only dreaming of
owning the surviving entire pieces, which remain outside of the financial reach
of most.
Following the separation of the Hungary's postal system from that of
Austria, the country's first postal stationery item was a postal card issued on
October 1, 1869. This was followed in quick succession by stamped envelopes,
closed postal cards, wrappers, money order and telegraph forms, postal savings
cards, parcel post slips, etc. The tax notice forms (adóintés) also can be found in
this grouping of newly introduced postal stationery items. These have remained
relatively unknown and neglected by philatelists.
The payment of taxes was never a popular activity amongst the
citizenry of any country. Today is not an exception. Many citizens of that era,
wittingly or unwittingly, oftentimes 'forgot' their civic duty to settle their
indebtedness with the national or municipal treasury. The adóintés forms were
introduced to facilitate the collection of these debts. Separate cards were preprinted for use in Budapest from those that were intended to be used in the
provinces to notify citizens about their delinquent tax assessment. Tax notice
forms were also prepared in languages other than Hungarian. The Croatian and
Italian-language forms were intended for use in the Croatia-Slavonia and Fiume,
respectively, which were non-Hungarian speaking areas of the kingdom served
by the Hungarian Post.
Each tax notice form consisted of three sections. When laid out flat, the
form was 146 x 240 mm in size. In folded condition, the form was the size of a
normal postal card and was treated as such when it was sent out to the addressee.
The tax office filled out the upper two-thirds of the form (Intés = Notice or
Adóintés = Tax notice) with the pertinent information about the type of tax due,
its sum and, naturally, the applicable interest penalty. The text concluded with
the tax office's admonition to the addressee about the legal consequences of noncompliance with the payment of the assessment.
The bottom one-third of the form (Vétbizonyítvány = Proof of Receipt)
was to be signed by the addressee upon receipt of the notification. This portion
was separated from the form and returned to the tax office as proof of delivery.
The top two-thirds of the form was retained by the delinquent taxpayer. Both
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parts of the form carried an imprinted 2kr stamp. This imprint can be found on
the same side of parts of the form or, sometimes, on opposite sides. Thus, the
postal delivery of the tax notifications was insured in both directions, to the
delinquent tax payer and back to the tax office to provide assurance of delivery
(thus, providing the proof for further legal action in the event of non-payment).
During this time, the post offices were the sources of massive quantities
of postal stationery items (postal cards, stamped envelopes), while tax offices
were the only sources for tax notice forms. In the case of the former, the public
had access to and could retain as many examples of postal stationery as desired.
In the case of the latter, it was not normally possible for the general public to
acquire tax forms in their original, unseparated condition. This is the reason for
their relative scarcity. (Nevertheless, the axiom exception supports the rule
applies here, too, as I will demonstrate later.) A similar situation exists in the
case of the parcel post slips of Chile. Used pieces were retained by the post
offices for a certain period of time, after which the slips were to be delivered to a
paper mill for recycling in accordance with existing regulations. Theoretically,
the public could not have retained any examples. Luckily for future collectors,
this was not the case.
The existing information about tax forms is spotty at best. The lack of
available material has restricted the knowledge and provided contradictory or
even incorrect information about these pieces. Philatelic literature has treated
this subject matter with benign neglect; even today, these items are barely
mentioned. In order to present an all-encompassing assessment of these forms, a
great deal of philatelic research needs to be undertaken to overcome the general
insufficiency of material. My intent in this presentation is to spark interest
amongst collectors. If the movement to study these pieces continues, then the
questions posed here (and the ones that will evolve later) can be clearly
answered in such a way, that a future author can collect the data and present it in
an authoritative literary work.
The following sections are devoted to the discussion of the year of issue
of the first tax notice forms, the paper on which they were printed, the watermark
used, the imprinted text, the listing of the tax offices using the forms, and the
cataloging and evaluation of relative value. For all of these areas, the available
catalogs and literature provide spotty, contradictory or erroneous information.
I'm proposing to challenge to my fellow collectors of postal stationery to
scrutinize, critique, and expand on my discussion. In any case, even if only my
erroneous conclusions are rectified, our general knowledge about tax notice
forms will be expanded.
 Year of Issue
First of all, the year of issue needs to be solidified. The tax notice forms with
the imprinted 2kr stamps were authorized by Directive Number 2662, dated
January 1, 1884. The directive mentions three different forms (see A Magyar
Bélyegek Monográfiája, Vol. III, p634). It does not provide any details, so we
are not sure if the forms were authorized for issue in three different languages or
text variations. Based on this above date, the catalogs published by Ascher,
Senf, Michel, Higgins & Gage, and Dr. Simády uniformly show 1884 as the
issue date for the first tax notice form. The Monográfiája contradicts this conThe News of Hungarian Philately, Apr-Jun 2000
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sensus in Vol. III, pp. 656-7. In the text and in the accompanying illustration,
the date indicated is 1881. If the cds used to cancel the form was set accurately,
then the second digit in the year which looks like a '1' is really a worn-out '4' and
the date printed in the text needs to be corrected to '1884.' The current owner of
the piece used in the illustration or the authors of the Monográfiája text could
be a source of clarification for this confusion.



Illustration of a Tax Notice Form from the Monográfiája Supposedly Used in 1881

Paper & Watermark
The catalogs listed above are all in agreement that the tax notice forms
were printed on unwatermarked paper. In his catalog, Dr. Simády footnotes this
with the statement, "one example of the Tax Notice form number 1h. is known
with watermark number VII." It is conceivable that only one example was
known at the time the catalog data was assembled. Since then, multiple
watermarked copies have come to light. At one time, the owners of these copies
thought that they were in the possession of a world-class rarity. László Hrabál in
Hungary, István Bakács in the US and even I boasted of owning copies of the
watermarked variety. A few years ago, two other examples were offered in the
Hungarofila auction. Fellow collector James Franz from the US has all four
positions of the watermark in his collection. It is hardly debatable that other
examples must exist in collections worldwide.
Uniqueness as an attribute, especially when dealing with collecting
postal stationery, items must be handled with reservation. Postal stationery
items are printed in sheets just like stamps. The sheets are separated into
individual items after the printing is completed. We are aware of the facts that
postal cards were printed in sheets of 32, stamped envelopes in sheets of 9, and
the tax notice forms in sheets of 12. This in itself is a great eliminating force for
the 'unique' classification. I will revisit the watermark issue; however, I would
like to make the comment that the known watermarked example was prepared
for the tax office of Third District of Budapest. My conclusion is that other tax
forms also exist on watermarked paper.
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Type C Tax Notice Form Found with the M.K. POSTA Watermark
/These forms were prepared for the Budapest III. District Tax Office; however, as
discussed in the text of the article, the typesettig is different than what is found on the
Type H forms, which were prepared for the same III. District tax office./

Unwatermarked Type H Tax Notice Form Prepared for the Budapest III. District Tax
Office
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The Imprint and Text Variations on the Front Side of the Forms
The 2kr imprint was the same on all of the forms: Type II with 111
background lines in the design. These indicators of value were printed on the
forms in two variations; that is, either both imprints of the same side of the form
or the second imprint (the one on the detachable lower third of the form) on the
opposite side from the first one. The Michel catalog assigns a separate number
to the form, which has the imprints on opposite sides (DPB 8) and indicates
1886 as the year of issue. (This date contradicts the one given in the Simády
catalog.) It is unlikely that both variations were printed at the same time, so the
issue date stated in Michel should not be ignored.
Since three consecutive dates, 1881, 1884, and 1886, are given in the
references, it behooves us to analyze the printing variations found in the preprinted text on the forms. The differences seem to have a direct connection with
and may help in clearing up the confusion in the issue dates. The pre-printed
dates occur in two formats, 188… and 18…, and they are missing altogether on
forms from the 1890s as indicated by Dr. Simády. Furthermore, the cuts in the
rouletting utilized to help remove the bottom return receipt portion of the form
changed from 4mm to 10mm. This may not be a very significant data point
unlike the capital letters on the front (bottom left corner) identifying the type
(minta).
A greater importance should be placed on which branch of the tax
collection office utilized the forms as denoted by the pre-printed return address.
The letters A through K were utilized to identify types (A. minta, etc.), and
collectors can use these designators to describe the different Types A, B, B, etc.
Although the contents of the pre-printed text does not have philatelic
significance, organizing the types by text can be helpful in furthering our
research. The largest number of variations in the text can be found on
Hungarian-language cards; however, one must understand that the Hungarianlanguage area comprised a far greater portion of the kingdom than the Croatian
or Italian-language areas.
 A. minta (Type A.)
The heading reads ADÓINTÉS (54mm long, ornate typesetting). The
table shows a possible six types of taxes (adó) to be collected. The
acknowledgement of receipt form is pre-printed with the text 'A … hivatalnak'
and the corresponding town name was entered by hand.
 B. minta (Type B.)
This form was used by the collection bureau of the Royal Hungarian
Tax Oversight Office of the Capital City (Fövárosi M. kir. adófelügyelö). The
heading and tax collection table is the same as on Type A.
 C. minta (Type C.)
The heading reads INTÉS (35mm long, ornate typesetting). The table
shows three types of documentary revenue taxes (illeték) to be collected. The
acknowledgement of receipt form is pre-printed with the text 'A … m. kir.
adóhivatalnak' and the corresponding town name was entered by hand.
 D. minta (Type D.)
This form was used by the Royal Hungarian Central Office for
Establishing Fees and Documentary Revenue Rates (Magy. kir. központi díj- és
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illetékszabási hivatal). The heading and tax collection table is the same as on
the Type C form.
 E. minta (Type E.)
This form was used by the collection bureau of the Royal Hungarian
Tax Oversight Office of the Capital City (Fövárosi M. kir. adófelügyelö). The
heading and tax collection table is the same as on Type C.
From the similar typesetting and the uniformity of the pre-printed text,
it can be concluded that Types A through E were produced at the same time by
the same printing office. It can be noted that the formula for penalizing
delinquent taxes was different from the formula for delinquent documentary
revenue fees. In both instances, however, the grace period for payment of the
assessment was eight days.
The following five types of tax notices were prepared for specific
districts of Budapest
 F. minta (Type F), District I.
 G. minta (Type G), District II.
 H. minta (Type H), District III.
 J. minta (Type J), District IV.
 K. minta (Type K), District V.
On Types F through K, the word ADÓINTÉS was 35mm long and was
printed with grotesque type. Otherwise, the text and the table of taxes indicated
is the same as on the backside of the Type A form.
The five districts encompassed Castle Hill, Old Buda, and the
Embankment on the right (Buda) side of the Danube as well as the Inner City
and Lipótváros on the Pest side. Since Budapest was divided up into ten
districts at the turn of the century, it is logical to ask the question why no forms
were prepared for the remaining districts? How were the tax delinquencies of
the citizens of the other parts of the city, Teréz-, Erzsébet-, József-, and
Ferencváros and Köbánya handled? It is highly improbable that these districts
were inhabited by dedicated compatriots, who paid their taxes promptly and thus
did not require coaxing or oversight from a tax office. The logical explanation
for this puzzle probably is available with a little digging in the municipal
archives of Budapest.
As it mentioned before, there is no debating the fact that the tax forms
exist on watermarked paper. The Simády catalog's contention that the
watermarked examples can be found on the Type H forms prepared for the Third
District Tax Office is not an entirely true statement. This misunderstanding
stems from the fact that both the 1884 Type H form and the 1881 issue
mentioned only in the Monográfiája were prepared for use by the Third District
Tax Office. The Simády catalog's assertion still seems to be true but only if the
top two-thirds of the form are examined because the pre-printed text refers to the
Third District office and thus corresponds with the text on the Type H form. If,
however, the forms are examined in their entirety, that is, the three parts fully
opened, then it becomes obvious that the watermarked, 1881 issue form carries
the imprint C. minta = Type C. These forms are identified erroneously in the
Monográfiája as Type C 30, a variety that has never been located either in or
outside of Hungary.
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Furthermore, the following differences can be observed on the two versions of
the Third District form:
 C. minta, Type C (watermarked): large (33mm) diameter circle, no
footnote underneath the circle;
 H. minta, Type H (unwatermarked): small (20mm) diameter circle,
Figyelmeztetés footnote with two-line text added.
It is not known what prompted the authorities to issue a Type C form
alongside the Types A & B in 1881. Perhaps the latter were not acceptable for
some reason and the next letter in the sequence was a 'C.'
 Cataloging and Placing a Value on the Tax Notice Forms.
As mentioned previously, the bottom third of the tri-fold tax notice
forms was the Proof of Delivery, which was signed by the recipient, torn from
the rest of the form and returned to the tax office. The basic notice, which
consisted of the top two-thirds of the form, was retained by the addressee. In
theory, therefore, full, three-part forms can not exist in used condition; and the
catalogs do not carry a listing for them in that condition. However, the reality
of the situation is different. Tax notice forms, which could not be delivered for
whatever reason, were returned to the tax office intact. Usually, the reason for
non-delivery was annotated on the address side. Pencilled in notes such as 'The
addressee is not known at 20 Szerecseny Street' or 'The addressee is deceased.
Return.' One letter carrier exhibited a greater originality by noting the
following: 'The addressee moved out of the house at 10 Fömö Street. Where?
This is not known.' In my opinion, the three-part, used forms deserve a distinct
place in the catalogs because they were properly serviced postally and do not
represent 'philatelic creations.' Other non-deliverable/returned postal documents
have a place and an added value in philatelic collections; so, returned tax notice
forms deserve the same treatment. In school we were taught Cogito, ergo sum.
'We exist, therefore, don't ignore us' seems to be the cry for recognition from the
tax notice forms. Should this matter ever come up for a vote, I would be first in
line to cast my ballot in favor of cataloging the intact, used forms.
There is no data available for the quantities of forms printed in 1881,
1884 or 1886. In the Payer listing found in the Monográfiája, Vol. III, p.637,
the space for the quantity issued is left blank or is marked with a question mark.
1888 is the first year that we have data for and after that for every year through
1897. The largest quantity listed is for 1891, during which year 22,608 sheets
consisting of 12 cards were prepared. 1895 is the year with the smallest
quantity produced, only 2,500 sheets. Nevertheless, we don't have any details
about which variety of the cards was reprinted each year in order to meet the
demand. Naturally, the varieties in the pre-printed dates have a link to the years
of production. Establishing a link for this should be a worthwhile task for a
future researcher.
As far as placing value on these cards, the task is formidable because of
the small supply in the philatelic marketplace. At best, only relative valuations
are possible. Hungarian-language pieces are the easiest to acquire and most of
these are full, tri-fold forms, unused remainders from the tax office stock. The
Type D form, interestingly enough, is the dominant variety.
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Used examples of the notice part of the form are the next most common
collectible variety; while the intact, used (returned) forms are a distant third.
The last category items are considered scarce. The acquisition of the Croatian
language forms, especially in used condition, requires a bit of luck. The Italianlanguage forms, of which two types were issued for the town of Fiume and its
environs, completes the list. These items belong in the seldom-seen category.
Through the courtesy of my collecting friend László Hrabál who is fortunate to
possess one, I have acquired a photocopy of an Italian-language form but I don't
own an actual piece, yet.
It was a daunting task to try to categorize the tax notice forms based on
the varieties of the pre-printed text found on them. Because of the lack of other
basic data, there was no other choice but to do it this way. Research into nonphilatelic databases could provide further clues. A good example of the fruits of
such endeavor is revealed in the case of the 1892 advertising postal cards. My
friend Bob Jensen and I proved the existence of six types of text on these cards
while the catalogs and the Monográfiája listed only five. If we could reach
similar results with identifying the differences in the tax notice forms, then we
could resolve the elusive answers to these questions and achieve uniformity in
cataloging these forms.
I would like to express my appreciation to László Hrabál, István
Bakács, and James Franz for providing me help, support, and photocopies from
their collections so that I could compile this presentation.

An Example of a Type D Tax Notice Form in Used, but Intact Condition Having Been
Returned to the Tax Office Following an Unsuccessful Delivery Attempt. /A handwritten
note, partially visible on the left (top) of the card, signed by Postman Kozier states:
'Addresse moved, whereabouts unknown.'/

/The Table of Tax Notice Forms prepared by Csaba L. Kohalmi. Illustrations
provided by István Bakács, James Franz, László Hrabál, and Csaba Kohalmi./
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Type /
Minta
Unless
indicated
otherwise,
both stamp
imprints
are on the
same side
of the card
A. minta.

Simády
#
1884
1

Higgins & Gage Catalog Number
(V)
1884 Issue
1884 Issue 1886 Issue
Ornate /
188…

Ornate /
18…

Typesetting
/ Printed
date

1a

V5 4, 5

V5a

B. minta.

1b

V5b 4

C. minta.

1c

D. minta.
E. minta.

1d
1e

Adóintés
54mm
Adóintés
54mm
V1:
Adóintés
35mm
V6 / V6a:
Intés
35mm
Intés 35mm
Intés 35mm
Type F
through K:
Adóintés
35mm

2

7

Grotesque /
188…

Notes 3

V1: 6
stamp
imprints on
opposite
sides

F. minta.
G. minta.
H. minta.

1f
1g
1h

J. minta.
K. minta.

1i
1j

V2c
V2d

A. minta. /
Italian
C. minta. /
Italian
A. minta. /
Croatian

stamp
imprints on
opposite
sides

V1d 4
V1e 4

V1a 4
V1b 4
V1c 4

exists with
watermark
VII

2a

Antiqua
V4 4

Typesetting
Adóintés

2b

V8 4

Intés

3a

V3 4

Porezna…

1
2

C. minta. /
Croatian

V6a

V6b 4, 5
V6c 4
stamp
imprints
on the
same
side8
V2
V2a
V2b

1

V6 4

3b

Ornate /
188…
V7 4
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18…
V7a

Typesetting
Printed date
Opomena
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Footnotes to the Table on p. 11:
1 Simády does not specify the style of typesetting used for the tax table heading on the
forms.
2 Simády footnotes the date varieties of '188…' and '18…' as well as alludes to the
existence of non-predated printings from the late-1890s.
3 The rouletting between the body of the tax notice form and the detachable signaturereceipt is either 4mm or 10mm long.
4 Listed in A Magyar Bélyegek Monográfiája, Vol. III, pp. 656, 658.
5 Monográfiája lists two typesetting varieties for the text on the front side: grotesque and
antiqua.
6 Monográfiája incorrectly lists this as Type 'C 30' and indicates 1881 as the year of
issue. The text on the address side and the tax table heading is listed erroneously as they
appear on H & G card # V6.
7 Simády footnotes the imprint varieties 'on the same side' and 'on opposite sides' but does
not specify which cards exist in both versions.
8 Monográfiája indicates that every third card exists with the stamp imprints on the same
side.
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Caption for the cards shown on page 12:
1884 Issue of the Type A and Type E Tax Notice Forms (pre-printed date: 188…)
There are two different types of tax tables printed in the cards, which have the ornate
heading.

Hungarian-Croatian Language Type C Tax Notice Form (Pre-printed date: 188…).

Hungarian-Croatian Language Type A Tax Notice Form.
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Hungarian-Italian Language Type A Tax Notice Form.

Hungarian-Italian Language Type C Tax Notice Form.

Postal Regulations
Publication #7, dated 30
January 1884, Promulgating
the Introduction of Tax
Notice Forms (#2662).
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THE HUNGARIAN POSTAL AGENCIES IN KÁRPÁTALJA, 1902-1919
by Andrew Cronin.
/This article is dedicated to the memory of Dr. Béla Simády, the giant of Hungarian
Philately and a leading researcher of the stamps and postal history of Kárpátalja./

The word "Kárpátalja" (in English: Subcarpathia) is actually a
geographic term and mainly came into use from 1939 onwards. The area is now
called the Transcarpathian Province of the Ukrainian Republic. After the
Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867, this mainly rural area consisted of all or
parts of the Bereg, Máramaros, Ugocsa and Ung megyék (counties). The three
main towns of Beregszász, Munkács and Ungvár, with their associated districts,
were solidly Hungarian, but the rest of the territory was inhabited by Rutének
(Ruthenians), who spoke a series of Ukrainian dialects. There were other ethnic
groups, such as Gypsies and Germans. It was well served by the Hungarian
Postal Administration, but there were many villages in Kárpátalja where the
volume of mail was too low to support a post office. Beginning in 1902, postal
agencies were opened in such areas. They were provided with rectangular postal
agency markings with the abbreviation "POSTAI ÜGYN." at the bottom. The
comprehensive Hungarian postal system came to an end in April 1919 when the
Czechoslovak and Romanian armies entered Kárpátalja.
Needless to say, such postal agency markings are rare to very rare; and,
despite years of searching, this writer has only found eight of them (see Fig. 1.).
The late Miroslav Blaha also had a card from Örhegyalja. The place-name of
Bustyaháza is somewhat of a puzzle, as cancels so inscribed date from 1868 and
they are not that hard to find. Actually, there were two settlements named
Bustyaháza, both within walking distance of each other (see the bottom right
portion of the map in Fig. 3.). In 1910, the village of Bustyaháza had 2053
inhabitants (Hungarians, Germans and Ruthenians), while Handalbustyaháza had
709 dwellers (Hungarians and Germans). Both places had access to a railway
station. In 1903, both villages were served by a post office applying a new
canceller reading HANDALBUSTYAHÁZA (see Fig. 2.). This arrangement
lasted until 1919. In 1907, a rectangular postal agency marking appeared,
inscribed BUSTYAHÁZA, and it is rare (see Fig. 1.). Since there appears to
have been overlapping of applications, the problem is to determine which village
applied which cancel from 1907 onwards. The writer suspects that
Handalbustyaháza generated a greater volume of mail in spite of its smaller
population; and, thus, that the postal agency operated in the larger village of
Bustyaháza.
A listing is set out in the table of all the postal agencies known to have
operated in Kárpátalja, together with county locations, duration of service and
notes, where required. Readers are kindly requested to send in details of
markings and usages in their possession to the author's address: Box 5722,
Station-A, Toronto, ON Canada M5W 1P2.
References:
Blaha, Miroslav: Zakarpatsko, Prague, 1989.
Maxa,Vojtech: Postovny Podkarpatské Rusi, Postovny, Nos. 27 & 28, 1986.
Márfai, A. & Szép, E.: Magyarország postahivatalainak és postaügynökségeinek
hely- és keletbé1yegzései (1871 - 1920), Budapest, 1995.
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A Listing of Postal Agencies in Kárpátalja, 1902-1919
Agency Name
Alsóapsa
Alsóhidegpatak
Alsókalocsa
Alsókaraszló
Alsószelistye
Árdánháza
Bedöháza
Bene
Boród

County Name
Máramaros
Máramaros
Máramaros
Ugocsa
Máramaros
Bereg
Máramaros
Bereg
Bereg

Duration
1901-1919
1909-1919
1903-1913
1915-1919
1912-1919
1905-1919
1912-1919
1911-1919
1913-1918

Bótrágy
Bustyaháza
Csicser
Csontos
Derczén
Egres
Faluszlatina
Felsöszinevér
Gernyés
Herincse
Iza
Kisberezna
Kökényes
Nagyturicza
Nagyturjaszög
Nevetlenfalu
Osszatelep
Örhegyalja
Poroskó
Poroskö
Porosztó
Rakasz
Repenye
Szöllösegres
Tarújfalu

Bereg
Máramaros
Ung
Ung
Bereg
Ugocsa
Máramaros
Máramaros
Máramaros
Máramaros
Máramaros
Ung
Máramaros
Ung
Ung
Ugocsa
Bereg
Bereg
Ung
Ung
Ung
Ugocsa
Máramaros
Ugocsa
Máramaros

Tiszaújhely
Ungdarócz

Ugocsa
Ung

1902-1919
1907-1919
1908-1919
1912-1919
1913-1919
1902-1908
1908-1919
1914-1919
1909-1912
1903-1909
1906-1919
1902-1904
1906-1911
1902-1904
1904-1919
1911-1919
1914-1919
1908-1919
1902-1904
1904-1910
1908-1919
1909-1919
1913-1919
1908-1919
1909-1914
1914-1919
1908-1919
1907-1919

Viskvárhegy
Vucskómezö

Máramaros
Máramaros

Zajgó

Bereg

1906-1919
1906-1916
1916-1919
1909-1919
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Raised to P.O. status

Raised to P.O. status until April
1919

Renamed Szöllösegres.

Closed for lack of business
Raised to P.O. status
Raised to P.O. status
Raised to P.O. status
Name changed to Nagyturjaszög

Name changed to Poroskö
Raised to P.O. status
Easy to confuse with Poroskó!

Size: 38.5 x 24mm
Size: 40.5 x 23.5mm
Spelled as
canceller

Ungdarocz

on

Size: 38 x 36.5mm
Size: not specified
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References, continued from p. 16.
--, A Révai Nagy Lexikona, Budapest, 1912-1913.
Simády, Béla, Dr., Kárpátalja Postatörténete, Budapest, 1991.

Figure 1. Kárpátalja Postal Agency Cancels from the Author’s Collection.

Figure 2. Handalbustyaháza Postal Agency Cancellation.
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Figure 3. Partial Map of Kárpátalja.



/The following two articles are sequels to the A MODERN RARITY AT AUCTION article
written by Robert B. Morgan published in the Jan-Mar 2000 issue of The News. The
first one is by Dr. Munster, the owner and exhibitor of the illustrated cover, which is
featured again in front and backside views. The second one is by Mr. Morgan intended
to clarify the opinions expressed in the earlier article. Ed./
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WE ARE AWARE OF INFLATION FORERUNNERS - WHAT ABOUT
AFTER-RUNNERS?
Little has been written about the transition between the Second
Inflation, which ended on 31 July 1946, and the introduction of the Forint-fillér
currency and stamps on 1 August 1946. The postal directive (P.R.T.) of 29 July
1946 announced the issue and compulsory use of the Forint-fillér stamps and the
withdrawal of all Pengö stamps effective 1 August. However, the conditions
that plagued the postal authorities during the inflation could not be abated
instantaneously. Difficulties in delivering new issues to the post offices as well
as the shortage of certain denominations of stamps persisted. The P.R.T. dated
1 August 1946 acknowledged these facts by publishing a regulation which
actually bore the date 27 July. This regulation permitted the use of
Adópengö/Tax pengö denominated stamps on a provisional basis if the new
Forint-fillér stamps were not available. During this same time, tax pengö
currency was legal tender at the official exchange rate of 1 forint = 200 million
tax pengös. The cover reproduced below illustrates these points. It was posted
on 4 August 1946 from Apátfalva to Graz at the foreign letter rate of 1 forint per
20gm. The cover was franked with a single 60 fillér stamp from the new series
and 16 copies of the old, 5 million tax pengö value (three on the front side, 13
copies on the reverse side). At the above exchange rate, the 80 million tax
pengös made up the missing 40 fillérs.
I'm indebted to Gábor Visnyovszki for some of the information
regarding this item. I would also like to hear from any reader who has a similar
cover.
Andrew M. Munster, M.D.
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Reverse Side of the Apátfalva Cover with the Provisional Use of Tax Pengö Stamps


FOLLOW-UP TO 'A MODERN RARITY'

I was happy to learn that this exquisite post-inflation cover found a
home in Dr. Andrew Munster's philatelic collection.
However, the conclusion I have arrived at previously in my article
published in the Jan-Mar 2000 issue of The News of Hungarian Philately, has
not changed: the cover does not belong in a Hungarian hyperinflation postal
history category exhibit.
My analysis of this cover would not be complete without some further
explanation. The readers of The News have a good working knowledge of the
rules of exhibiting at National and FIP qualified shows. In general, the major
categories of exhibits are the following: Traditional, Postal History, Thematic,
Aerophilately, Postal Stationery, Revenues, Special Studies and Literature. My
previous article took a position on the subject of the cover being placed in a
postal history category exhibit. The definition for postal history exhibits (as
quoted from APS Manual of Philatelic Judging, 1999) "...contain material
carried by, and related to, official, local, or private mails. Such exhibits
generally emphasize routes, rates, markings, usages and other postal aspects,
services, functions, and activities related to the history of the development of
Postal Services." Therefore, it is my opinion that this cover does not fit in a
postal history exhibit of Hungarian hyperinflation, which has self-determined
specific time constraints for postal rates, plus routes, markings and usages
The News of Hungarian Philately, Apr-Jun 2000

20

(seldom seen postal functions).
On the other hand, if this cover were to be placed in a Traditional
(stamp) exhibit, then the different rules of this category would permit its
inclusion. The Traditional category includes collections what target the purpose,
design, production or the use of stamps. Consequently, in the Traditional
category this cover would be an excellent example of the 'use of stamps issued
during the hyperinflation' or more narrowly 'the use of the Adópengö stamps.' In
other words, if the stamps were the center of attention (without time constraints),
than this cover would be elevated to a 'Star' status no matter whether the actual
use was during or after the hyperinflation.
I wholeheartedly agree with Dr. Munster that up till now the immediate
post-inflation period has been ignored by the collecting community. It is a
separate subject from the hyperinflation; it has a very exciting story to tell, yet it
is still waiting for the collectors/researchers to work it up. If anybody is
interested in the subject I will gladly to pass along whatever information I have
gathered up to now.
Robert B. Morgan
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The two Focus on Forgeries articles are reprinted with the kind permission of the Editor
of Linn's Stamp News and Professor Varro E. Tyler.
© 1999 Linn's Stamp News

LETTER TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
I would like to express my appreciation to all the board members on
confirming life membership to me among the others. We worked very hard at
the beginning to make this society work and grow. In the process we have lost a
few members. I am thinking of Mr. Schäffling and some others who passed way
in the past few years. I don't do very much lately on the philatelic field, but I am
happy that we have people who carry on with this very worthwhile hobby. As
my interest is in the filed of Hungarian history, I am never too far from
Hungarian philately. I am very happy to see that the purpose of the society
didn't change since the beginning. By the way, I think that the SHP web pages
are very nice and congratulations to Mr. Hoover for the effort. Best regards,
Al Bauer (the first President of SHP)
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USE OF SECOND INFLATION STAMPS IN DECEMBER 1946
by Dr. Paul J. Szilagyi
After WWII, philately came to life slowly in Hungary. Much of the
country was destroyed and people had a hard time finding the necessities of life,
never mind stamps. Also, the world record inflation destroyed any monetary
assets people had in the pengõ currency.
The Philatelic Club of the City of Szolnok was reorganized, which
involved procuring a permit to function from the local police department!
Previously, the club had staged a very successful exhibit in 1937. As a result,
the 113 members decided to commemorate the club's 10th anniversary in a
special way. A stamp exhibit was held December 22, 1946 and plans were
made for a follow-on exhibit on May 10-12, 1947. The club issued an
overprinted stamp to commemorate the events. Five sheets (500 stamps) of the
no longer valid 3000P value of the Reconstruction set value were overprinted
with the five-line text 10 Éves / A / Szolnoki Bélyeggyüjtõk / Egyesülete / 1937 1947 (Tenth Anniversary of the Stamp Collectors' Club of Szolnok).

On February 3, 1947, the Hungarian Postal Administration (Dr. Ödön
Udvarhelyi) ordered the Szolnok Stamp Club to destroy the remaining stamps
because they violated postal rules. The order also required that five copies be
sent to the Postal Museum. While no criminal charges were filed against the
club, it was instructed to refrain from freelance overprinting in the future. A
total of 124 such stamps were destroyed. The article describing the affair by
Mr. József Nagy is incorrect in stating that the stamps were overprinted for the
May 1947 exhibit. The post office department's letter was written on February
3rd and I have a card shown on the next page posted on December 31, 1946.
Thus, the overprinting had to have been completed for the December 1946
exhibit, possibly on the last day, December 29th.
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Consequently, only 371 of these stamps
got
into
philatelic
circulation.
Occasionally, a card or letter will show
up with one or more copies of this
stamp. On this card, the inflationary
stamps had been demonetized and had
no postal value. The card is properly
franked with 2x20 fillér stamps for the
distance postal card rate. It was written
on December 29th, cancelled on 31st,
and sent to Budapest with a request to
Szolnok Stamp Club Souvenir Overprint the recipient to save it and return it to
the sender. The inflationary stamps were improperly cancelled by an overzealous
postal clerk. It's a nice memento of these (hard) times in Hungary.

Stamp Club Souvenir Overprint Used with Improperly Cancelled Demonetized Stamps
Reference: Article by József Nagy from the June 1998 issue of Bélyegvilág, p. 14.


MIHÁLY MUNKÁCSY, HUNGARIAN PAINTER
The Museum of the American Hungarian Foundation, 300 Somerset St.,
New Brunswick, NJ is celebrating the centenary of the death of Mihály
Munkácsy with a special exhibit, Munkácsy in America: Works of a Celebrated
Hungarian Painter from American Collectors, through June 18th.
Munkácsy is considered to be the greatest Hungarian painter of the 19th
century. He was born in Munkács, now Munkacevo in the Ukraine in 1844. He
achieved fame at the early age of 26 in the Paris Salon with the painting of the
Condemned Cell picturing an unfortunate man’s family saying goodbye before
his execution. Because he was orphaned at an early age, his
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his peasant-theme paintings mirrored
the struggles of country life. Later, he
dabbled in landscapes without much
success in the era of the great
Impressionist only to return to more
‘standard’ themes. His triptych of
scenes from the life of Christ and
Árpád’s Conquest of Hungary became
the crowning achievements of his
career.
Commemorative Cancel in Honor of His
100th Birthday from Munkács, 1944
Christ before Pilate from the 1995
Commemorative Postal Card Publicizing
the Exhibition of Munkácsy’s Christ
Trilogy in Debrecen
.



Csaba L. Kohalmi

SOCIETY BUSINESS
Results of the Election of Officers

The results of the election of officers of the Society for Hungarian Philately
are as follows:
Elected President: H. Alan Hoover,
Elected Vice-President: Alan Bauer,
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Elected Secretary: Robert B. Morgan,
Re-elected Treasurer: W. Ted Johnson
Elected Director-at-Large: Dr. Stephan I. Frater,
Re-elected Director-at-Large: Dr. Andrew Munster.
Promulgation of the Constitution and By-Laws, Revised 1 Nov 1999.

The Constitution and By-Laws of the Society for Hungarian Philately,
Revised 1 November 1999, has been approved by a general vote of the
membership. Copies of this document are being sent to all present and future
members. Please retain your copy for future reference because it contains
pertinent information on all functions of the Society, including applying for
membership, payment of dues, election of officers, responsibilities of elected
and appointed office holders, and so forth.
 Meeting of the Newly Elected Executive Board, 1 May 2000.
The first official act of the new Executive Board regretfully was to
accept the resignation of Vice-President-elect Alan Bauer because of personal,
work-related commitments. The Board voted to appoint Dr. Andrew Munster
as Vice-President to replace Mr. Bauer. Outgoing Secretary Tom Phillips was
nominated and elected to replace Dr. Munster as a Director-at-Large. The
board also reaffirmed the appointments of H. Alan Hoover, Sales Circuit
Manager, Csaba L. Kohalmi, Newsletter Editor, and Emmerich Vamos,
Auction Chairperson. In accordance with the newly revised By-Laws, these
appointed officials serve in an advisory capacity to the Executive Board.


Kudos to the Members of the Executive Board Leaving Office

It is hard to express appreciation with a few words for the decades of
service and leadership we have received from our outgoing officers, President
Dr. Frater and Secretary Tom Phillips. These two individuals made countless
phonecalls, wrote a phletora of letters, sent innumerable e-mails, and made
many dozens of trips to the post office in the service of SHP. Thanks for all of
your efforts in your past positions and we look forward to many more years of
association in your new elected and appointed roles. A society certificate of
appreciation has been sent to these members in recognition of their efforts.



New Postal and E-mail Addresses

Our Secretary Robert B. Morgan's address is 2201 Roscomare Road,
Los Angeles, CA 90077 USA. Please note this change and send all postal
correspondence with the Society to this address. This change was brought to
better serve our members since the new Secretary resides on the West Coast.
The e-mail addresses of all officials are listed on the inside of the front cover.



Welcome new members!

The society has enrolled numerous new members in the last quarter,
some as a result of our website as well as referrals by other members. Dr. Paul
J. Szilagyi deserves a special thanks for his continued recruitment of new
members for our society.

EDITOR'S NOTES
The website of the Embassy of the Republic of Hungary in Washington
(www.huembwas.org or www.hungaryemb.org) has added a new page for the
events celebrating the Hungarian Statehood Millennium in 2000-2001 in the
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United States. Click on the icon displaying the official logo of the celebrations,
the one picturing the Hungarian Coronation Scepter. The website also offers a
treasure trove of useful information to philatelists.
Incoming mail from Hungary indicates that the Hungarian Post Office
continues to introduce new format circular hand cancellers. This seems to be an
on-going process since the late 1980s. The new devices have lost the uniformity
that was a trademark of the Hungarian Post. Also, 'new' does not really mean
'improved,' since illegibility of dates is of epidemic proportions. This makes
postal history research a little more difficult.
On the subject of postal history, the incidental fallout of such research
is the insight gained not only into the social and political climate of the time
period, but also into the economic life of the country. Collector's who are just a
little bit conversant in the Hungarian language (or German, because it was a
commonly used language prior to the dismemberment of Hungary by the Treaty
of Trianon in 1920) are able to glean a lot of information about commerce from
postal cards, money order forms, and parcel post slips. Tax notices or postal
card notices of indebtedness from lawyers also provide a snapshot of
bureaucratic intrusions into people's lives.
I was very impressed with the 2000 edition of Magyar posta- és
illetékbélyeg katalógus/Catalog of Hungarian Postage and Revenue Stamps.
The improved printing quality resulted in excellent illustrations. The contents
itself seems to be updated annually. The book has come a long ways since its
origins when it was a basic marketing tool for the Philatelia Hungarica
conglomerate. Now, the catalog incorporates postal history tidbits, not as
detailed as in the A magyar bélyegek kézikönyve/Handbook of Hungarian
Stamps, but definitely going in the right direction. The improvements can be
credited to the influence of such experts as our own members Gábor
Visnyovszki and Gábor Voloncs. (This edition also commemorated the 50th
anniversary of Philatelia Hungarica, Kft.)
The tabulation of worldwide new issues compiled annually by the
German stamp magazine, Michel-Rundschau, was reprinted in January by
Linn’s Stamp News. A total of 14,597 different postal issues appeared in
1998. The Hungarian Post’s contribution to this number was 47 stamps and
souvenir sheets. Hungary’s 47 stamps fit comfortably into the middle tier
alongside other responsible stamp issuing countries such as Denmark or
Switzerland. For comparison's sake, the number of 1998 stamp issues for the
United States and Canada were 187 and 114, respectively.

The Left Stamp Has a Forged Overprint; the Right One Is Authentic.
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I've provided a larger size
reproduction of a forged 'sheaf of wheat'
overprint to complement the Focus on
Forgeries written by Professor Tyler. In
addition to the missing hash marks around the
digits of the date identified, I've noticed that
the ends of the sheaves of wheat are made up
of short, incomplete lines in the forged
overprints. I hope that this information helps
to weed out some of the thousands of stamps
with forged overprints from the post-World
War I era.
Dr. Frater’s award winning
collection of Austria used in Hungary was
featured in the February auction series of
David Feldman in Zürich.
Herbert A. Nikirk, the president of
the Philatelic Society of Los Angeles, passed
away on January 1st. Mr. Nikirk was a
cachet artist who designed our Society's
commemorative cover issued in conjunction
with the Pacific 97 stamp exhibition.
Dr. Dezsö Soóky's review of our
Oct-Dec 1999 issue appeared in the February
publication of Bélyegvilág.
Csaba L. Kohalmi

2000 NEW ISSUES
Starting with the pair of stamps honoring the Millennium of Hungarian
Statehood, the Hungarian Post adopted the use of a new first day canceller.
Missing in the new canceller is the Russian text, a leftover from the Communist
era. The new device incorporates the text 'first day of issue' in Hungarian,
French, and German.
Issue Date: 1 January 2000

Magyar Millennium Definitives
Face value: HUF 30, 40. Stamp size: 33 x 26mm.
Designer: József Árendás. The HUF 30 stamp pictured the Hungarian
Coronation Scepter; the HUF 40, the Hungarian Statehood Millennium flag, a
copy of which is being given to every one of the 3200 cities, towns, and villages
of the Republic of Hungary.
Printing statistics: printed in sheets of 100 using offset in unlimited quantity by
the Banknote Printers, Ltd.
Issue Date: 11 January 2000

Pro Juventute 2000
Face value: HUF 60 + 30. Stamp size: 30 x 40mm.
Designer: Attila Elekes. The stamp commemorates the 100th anniversary of
the birth of youth fiction writer István Fekete. The design shows the author
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surrounded by animated cartoon animals from his novels.
Printing statistics: 200,000 copies printed in sheets of 50 using offset by the
Banknote Printers, Ltd.
HUNPHILEX 2000, Budapest
Face value: HUF 200 + 100. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm.
Designer: Barnabás Baticz. The design featured the emblem of the exhibition
and the Hungarian Cultural Foundation Palace on Castle Hill, Buda.
Printing statistics: 100,000 copies printed in miniature sheets of 20 with marginal inscription using offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd.
Famous Hungarians
Face value: HUF 30, 40, 50, 80. Stamp size: 26 x 33mm.
Designer: Barnabás Baticz. Each stamp honored the birth anniversary of a famous Hungarian. Miklós Kis Misztótfalusi (1650-1702) was the Hungarian Johan Guttenberg. He was a printer, publisher, and linguist with an international
reputation. Ányos Jedlik (1800-1895) was a physicist and a university professor
who developed the concept of an electro-magnetic rotating device, the dynamo,
in 1861 beating Siemens' invention by six years. Jenö Kvassay (1850-1919) was
a civil engineer and hydrographer. Jenö Barcsay (1900-1988) was a painter and
graphic artist and he was also the most important master of the Hungarian conservative school of art.
Printing statistics: 100,000 copies printed in miniature sheets of 4 using offset by
the Banknote Printers, Ltd. 20,000 copies of the miniature sheets were issued
with marginal text honoring the Second European Engineers' Forum.
Issue date: 24 February 2000

Famous Hungarians from the Literary and Performing Arts
Face value: HUF 50 (five different designs). Stamp size: 26 x 33mm.
Designer: János Kass. Each stamp honored the birth anniversary of a famous
Hungarian literary or theatrical person. Mihály Vörösmarty (1800-1855) was a
lyric poet and writer or drama. His singular greatest composition is the
Szózat/Proclamation. Mari Jászai (1850-1926) was Hungary's greatest actress of
tragedies. Sándor Márai (1900-1989) was a prolific writer of prose, essays, and
plays. Lujza Blaha (1850-1926) performed for 50 years on the stage of the National Theater. Lörinc Szabó (1900-1957) wroked as a newspaper writer but excelled as a lyric poet.
Printing statistics: 100,000 copies printed in miniature sheets of 5 using offset by
the Banknote Printers, Ltd.
Magyar Millennium Definitives Reissued
Face value: HUF 28, 34. The only change is in the face value designation, which
complies with current postal rates. Otherwise, this issue is the same as the two
stamps issued on 1 January 2000.

SALES CIRCUIT MATERIAL WANTED: The Society for Hungarian Philately operates a sales circuit of Hungarian philatelic material for
its members residing in the United States. SHP members can participate
in the sales circuit at no additional charges as a buyer, seller, or both.
The circuit is actively looking for all kinds of Hungarian stamps, covers,
and postal stationery to offer to prospective buyers. Enhance your collection - Sell your surplus items! For information on how to submit
material as a seller or how to become a buyer, contact:
H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092, tel:
(770) 840-8766, e-mail: h.alan.hoover@lycosmail.com

HUNPHILEX 2000 Commemorates the 1000th Anniversary of
Hungarian Statehood

