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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Our next annual show is almost upon us.  NAPEX, May 31 - June 2, 2002 in Arlington VA 
will be the highlight for our Society this year.  Please consider participating in NAPEX, but note that 
the deadline is almost upon us.  I still have plenty of copies of the prospectus for the show and will be 
happy to send one to you.  Send me a card or an email and I will get it to you immediately.  We hope 
that the SHP involvement will be as successful as last year’s.  As of this writing, I only have one 
single-frame exhibit committed to the show. 

Talking about the exhibits, the Executive Board has advised me on the SHP Society awards.  
At last year’s show, we gave one award for the best Hungarian Exhibit and one for the best single 
frame exhibit.  The Board has determined that there must be a minimum of three exhibits of 
Hungarian material to be competitive.  They also ruled that the same exhibit may receive the Society 
award only in a three-year period.  Declaration of the annual awards will be made by the Head Judge 
subject to the criteria outlined.  This will keep it fair for all.  It will assure the same exhibit doesn’t 
continue to dominate every year and allow for new members to compete in at least the single-frame 
class with a good chance of success of winning the Society award. 

Assuming we have sufficient folks at NAPEX, I have agreed to join the Czechoslovak 
Society Breakfast on Sunday morning of the show.  Our Society awards will be presented at that 
breakfast.  All members are welcome to participate.  It’s usually a buffet style affair, but the final 
details can be obtained at the show by checking at our Society table.   
The membership renewal effort seems to be successful, with the “pay for 5 years membership at the 
current rates, ($75.00 for US members; $100.00 for overseas members) and get the 6th year free” 
being very popular!  But, there are still some procrastinators out there, so please make sure that you 
get your renewal dues to us or there will be no next issue of the newsletter for you! 

My plea for website help produced an inquiry, and we hope to be off and running on 
improving our website, www.hungarianphilately.org.  Please note our annual financial summary, 
which shows that the fiscal situation our Society continues to be good.  The binding project of our 
past issues is continuing, but more slowly than I anticipated.  By next issue I should have details for 
purchase of the first volumes for anyone interested.  The Board is also discussing altering the format 
of The News to improve readability.  

Until next issue, I wish you the best in your philatelic activities and keep stampin’!  
H. Alan Hoover 

 
KUDOS AND WELCOME 

 
 Congratulations to our members for their continued successes on the exhibition 
circuit.  Donald E. Green won a gold medal at Belgica 2001 with ‘Patent Medicine’ 
Companies Subject to the Revenue Act of 1862.  Mr. Green   also won the reserve grand, the 
US section award, the APS research medal, and the American Philatelic Congress award at 
Nojex with ‘Patent Medicine’ Companies of the Civil War and Reconstruction Era.  Alfred 
F. Kugel won a large vermeil at Belgica with The Germans in the Pacific.  Mr. Kugel won a 
gold and the Postal History Society medal at the Minnesota Stamp Expo with The Expansion 
of Greece 1897-1922; he also won additional awards at Milcopex: a gold medal plus the 
Postal History Society medal for The Break-up of the Austro-Hungarian Empire 1918-1923; 
two platinums for the one-frame exhibits The US Intervention in Northern Mexico 1916-1917 
and The British Occupation of Italian East Africa; three golds for Mail of the AEF to Foreign 
Destinations, The Postal History of Trans-Jubaland, and The British Expeditionary Force in 
France the Early Days-August to October 1914; and a vermeil plus the best Irish single 
frame for British Forces in Ireland 1921-1922. 

Welcome to the following new members: Mr. James Blackowiak of St. Louis Park, 
MN; Mr. Clive Foss of Cambridge, MA; Mr. Tom Frohlinger of Winnipeg, MB, Canada; 
Mrs. Evelyn Kirk of Zephyrhills, FL; Mr. Peter Szarvas of Bethesda, MD; and Mr. Jack 
Urish of Dallas, TX. 
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BOOK REVIEW: PHILATEMANIA by Dick Stark 
 

 The book is a testament to how one of our Society 
members could combine multiple hobbies and talents into a 
product that can be enjoyed by others.  Dick, a retired 
schoolteacher, had authored other novels already.  In 
Philatemania, he captured his lifelong adventures in stamp 
collecting in a series of short stories.  While reading through 
several of the Hungarian-related stories, I was entranced by 
the wide array of human emotions I found myself 
encountering.  From the humorous setting of The 
Changeling, a story about two practical jokesters, to the 
exciting mystery of  Risky Business, one man’s quest to 
acquire rare stamps in an auction while avoiding bankruptcy,  
I  could  relive, to a great extent, the personal experiences 
from my philatelic activities. 
 I highly recommend this book for an enjoyable 
diversion from ‘ordinary’ philatelic readings.  Copies of the 
304-page book are available from the author for $15 plus $3 
postage and handling: Dick Stark, 18 College Drive, Stony 
Brook, NY 11790 USA. 

       Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 
 
 

THE TREASURER’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2001 
 

Beginning balance, 1/1/2001               $ 14,705.29 
Income:  Auction proceeds                   $ 1,083.90 

Dues    4,025.00 
Donations        41.00 
Newsletter ads      105.00 
Newsletter sales      240.00 

Total income:       $5,494.90 
Expenses:  Awards   (  152.46) 
    Book and newsletter purchases  ( 115.00) 

    Duplicating    ( 102.43) 
    Newsletter costs (4 issues)    ( 1,557.52) 
    Postage    ( 204.19) 
    Monograph #9 subsidy  ( 700.00) 
    Supplies     (  16.72) 
    State of Connecticut filling fee  ( 25.00) 
    Web Page expenses   ( 259.20) 

Total expenses:                 ($  3,132.52) 
Ending Balance as of 12/31/2001:              $ 17,067.67 

       Ted Johnson, Treasurer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The News of Hungarian Philately 

Jan-March 2002 

3 

STAMPS OF BARANYA (Part 9) 
CORRECTIONS AND ENHANCEMENTS 

 
by Dr. Paul J. Szilagyi and Dr. Anthony B. Müller 

 
Recently, there was a gold rush of articles, books and exhibits on the various Hungarian 

occupation issues.  The journal of the American Philatelic Society published a nice summary article 
on subject entitled Hungary 1919: Stamps of a Nation in Turmoil.  Müller et al. analyzed the printing 
processes used to make the Baranya I overprints.  This was followed by a new book on Western 
Hungary by Tibor Király, a well-respected authority on the subject living in Sopron, Hungary.  Next, 
there was the English translation of Jenö Szabó-Antal's 1939 book on Baranya overprints that 
appeared as a SHP monograph.  Finally, this was followed by the article by Müller in The News of 
Hungarian Philately in which the record book of the Baranya presses was presented as a timeline. 

The thrust of the present article is to correct several small errors and inconsistencies in this 
new literature and to provide key information missing in them.  It was the good fortune of the authors 
to meet in person at Balpex 2001, where we had good conversation.  As a result, we decided to 
submit this article jointly to correct and to enhance the information that has recently appeared. 
 
The Printing Process 
 

Müller et al. reiterated what all previous authors stated that two types of presses were 
employed in overprinting the Baranya I issue.  The authors proposed a clarification in the translation 
of the names of these presses into English, i.e., the terms "quick press" to be used for gyorssajtó and 
"pedal press" to be used for tégelysajtó 1.  The Pécsi Irodalmi és Könyvnyomda RT (Literature and 
Book Press Stock Company of Pécs), where the overprints were made, owned four presses: three 
quick presses (#1, 3 and 4) and one pedal press (#2).  It is clear from the record book kept during the 
overprinting, which was published as an appendix by Surányi, that press #1 was never used to 
overprint stamps because it was reserved exclusively for printing Pécs municipal emergency 
banknotes during the period in question.  The record book indicates that the overprinting of the 
Baranya I stamps was started on the pedal press on 17 April 1919, but that it was not working 
smoothly or quickly enough because the gummed sheets curled and effected the quality of the 
overprint (Surányi, p.95).  By the next day, overprinting was also started on the automatically fed 
quick press #3.  Quick press #4 would also be engaged for a short time before the task was completed.  
The mystery of why the original illustrations in Szabó-Antal (2001) show an automatic sheet-feeder 
on the picture of the pedal press and not on the quick press remains a mystery.  One possible 
explanation is that Szabó-Antal used pictures of contemporary presses but did not illustrate the exact 
presses used in Pécs.    

The characteristic appearance of overprints printed on the two types of presses is well 
documented in the reprint of the Szabó-Antal book 2.  The differences result from the way in which 
the paper (in this case, sheets of stamps) was applied to the printing plates, which were flat in both 
cases.  In the case of the quick press, the paper was affixed to a cylinder 3.  This cylinder rolled along 
the printing plate, pressing only a small band of paper against the plate at any instant.  As the cylinder 
moved along the length of the paper, the entire sheet received the overprinting.  This was a different 
application from the pedal press, which used a foot-initiated mechanism to press the entire sheet to be 
printed against the flat printing plate all at the same time, similarly to the concept of the Gutenberg 
press.  The mechanical advantage of the quick press is obvious.  Only a fraction of the power of the 
pedal press is needed for the quick press, resulting in a simpler machine that can be more easily 
automated for paper feeding and plate inking.  Finally, as the name implies, the automated quick press 
was faster (by a factor of 10) than the pedal press, which had to be initiated by the operator for each 
impression.  (Surányi et al, 1988, p.494-495). 
 
Printing Plates of Baranya I 
 

The manner in which the Baranya I printing plates were prepared is avoided or ignored by 
most philatelists publishing on this subject.  The best explanation is given by Surányi.  It is clear from 
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the record book that the overprinting type was set for a quarter sheet.  The 25-subject type contained 
five rows and five columns, making up the image that would overprint 25 stamps.  In making up the 
type 1, 2 and 4 overprints 4, there were not enough numerals available in the Grotesque typeface to 
fully populate even such a small number.  Therefore, the year 1919 in positions 14 and 15 of the 
quarter plate had to be set with Antiqua characters (which were also used for the Baranya text).  From 
this, four copies of the 25-subject stereotype printing plate were prepared.  These were then soldered 
together to make a matrix (matrica) of 100 subjects.  This is a mirror image (negative print) of the set 
type.  It was further processed by coating it with molten lead, forming a hardened printing surface 
now called a printing plate (or cliché), which was also a mirror image (patrica).  This was now usable 
in the printing press.   

The printing plates were prepared by soldering four of these 25-image units (patricas) 
together.  The record book reports that eight sets of printing plates (clichés) were prepared.  Type 1 
and 3 overprints each had two printing plates.  The other types (used for overprinting the parliament, 
express, postage due and revalued postage due stamps) had one plate each.  Placing the printing plate 
into the press and adding ink took about ninety minutes, so it was a time consuming job.  Mr. Lajos 
Solti, the president of the board controlling the overprinting, tried to speed up the operation by 
leaving the plates in place rather than taking them out at the end of the day and locking them up.  He 
assured security by placing lead seals on the presses, which would show tampering if the press had 
been used overnight.  An addendum to the record book (which appeared in Surányi’s appendix) 
indicates that the stereotypes (patricas) were destroyed after the printing was completed on 30 April.  
The original set type and the eight printing plates (clichés) were destroyed on 17 May 1919 by 
melting them down in the type foundry furnace at the printers. 
As the four quarter plates were soldered together, identifiable variation between the two printing 
plates which produced the type 1 and 3 overprints came into being.  Szilagyi refers to the plate that 
printed the right side higher than the left as the A plate; the one resulting in the right side being lower 
as the B plate.  The difference can be seen on complete sheets or on blocks that contain the central 
four stamps (positions 44, 45, 54 and 55 of the sheet).  Szilagyi was able to identify several Baranya I 
stamps that were overprinted by plate A or B.  When the sheets are separated into quarter blocks, this 
feature is lost forever.  This information is important because when used in conjunction with the 
information in the record book, one can determine if a sheet was printed by pedal press or quick 
press.  
 
The Printing Ink 
 

There is little information available about how the ink was applied to the plates.  Normally, it 
was done with a roller that moves along the printing plate's surface, applying the ink to the highest 
points on the plate, where the letter images to be printed are found.  In the case of the pedal press, the 
paper was applied to this flat, inked surface with force, transferring the ink to the paper.  The printed 
sheet was then removed and the process repeated.  In the case of the quick press, a cylinder (holding 
on its surface the sheet to be printed) was rolled with force along the flat, inked surface, transferring 
the ink to the paper.  The cylinder deposited the printed sheet and picked up a new one, and the 
process was repeated.  According to the record book, red ink was used only in the pedal press and 
never in the quick press, as some authors have reported.  Surányi himself reported that the 2f and 5f 
harvester stamps were printed on both presses (in contradiction to the documentation in his own 
appendix).  We have never observed an example of the characteristics of the quick press in red ink on 
these or any other Baranya I stamps, and we maintain this to be an error. 

The ink color was changed in the presses twice times during the nine days of printing, and 
took about an hour (a significant portion of the 90-minute press setup time mentioned previously).  
The red ink (carmine) was depleted once, on the morning of 24 April.  Since this color was mixed and 
since some of the components had been used up in the printing of the Pécs banknotes, the original hue 
could not be matched exactly (Surányi, 1979, Appendix 1).  This new shade became known in the 
philatelic literature as cinnabar.  When the ink was changed from black to red (on the morning of 19 
April, for example), the first overprints came out brownish red due to the imperfect cleaning of the 
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press.  These adventures with the red ink have lead to several color varieties one may choose to 
collect. 

There is no information available on the chemical composition of either the back or the red 
inks used.  It is known that the inks do not run when stamps are soaked.  One of us obtained the 
Baranya stamps from Lajos Solti's estate.  Portions of some of the sheets had been exposed to 
moisture and showed the effects.  There was a general dispersion in the red overprints.  Since the reds 
do not run when soaked, we conclude that the Solti stamps were moist for an extended period and the 
ink underwent a process similar to paper chromatography during that time.  Under 100x 
magnification it can be seen that the ink solids have generally remained in place and that a pinkish 
halo has migrated from the initial impression, as would be expected if a poorly water-soluble phase 
has diffused from the impression over a long period. 

 
The Paper and Perforations 
 

Little is known about the paper, either.  It is fairly certain that the rapid throughput rates of 
the quick press could not have been achieved without the aid of an automatic sheet feeder supplying 
the rolling cylinder.  For example, quick press #3 used plate A to overprint 1200 sheets of 2f 
harvester stamps on 19 April in a period of 120 minutes, at a rate of 10 sheets per minute.  This 
suggests that while brittle sheets could have survived the hand feed pedal press which was initiated by 
foot each time it printed, they were unlikely to survive intact in an automatic feeder.  We, therefore, 
conclude that the sheets of stamps, which have become brittle after 80 years, were much less so in 
1919.   

It is clear that some of the stamps to which the Baranya I overprints were applied were 
initially printed on what was called "war paper."  This was a lower quality paper 5 with fairy poor 
perforations used at the end of World War I.  We are unaware of any research into determining which 
stamps exist on war paper or which exist on better stock.  Note that the perforation quality was not 
exclusively related to paper quality but also depended on the degree of wear on the perforator pins.  
By the way, Baranya stamps are known also with the EM/ATa private perfin. 
 
The Harvester Stamps 
 

According to the record book kept during the overprinting (published as an appendix by 
Surányi), all overprinting in red was done on the pedal press.  This was shown graphically in the 
timelines created from the record book by Müller.  Surányi's summary table indicates that the 2f and 
5f harvester stamps overprinted in red were also done on the quick press.  This is not a simple 
misprint in the table because in the text (p.19-20) Surányi clearly indicated both colors of ink to have 
been used in both types of presses.  While most of the red overprints we have seen clearly come from 
the pedal press, it is unfortunately true that the characteristics of some of them are ambiguous and 
hard to identify.  Assigning them to one or the other press depends on the experience of the 
philatelists attempting this.  Based on historical and philatelic evidence, it is our belief that all red 
overprints originated on the pedal press. 

The analysis of the black overprint on available full sheets of the harvester stamps has been 
revealing.  The pedal press was used in overprinting the 2f, 6f, 20f, 25f, 35f, 40f harvester stamps as 
well as the 2f Köztársaság harvester stamps.  The quick press was used to overprint the 3f and 5f 
stamps.  The record book (Surányi, p.103) accounts for the printing of only 500 sheets of this 3f 
stamp, while Surányi (p.119) reported 1900 sheets printed based on Solti’s manuscript summary table 
(photographically reproduced in Figure 5, Surányi, p.21).  Furthermore, it can be determined from the 
sheets available and the time of day when the stamps were printed that the quick press used plate A to 
make the type 1 overprints.  It took 40 minutes to overprint the 2f Köztársaság stamps on the pedal 
press on April 25, or 5 sheets per minute (including 3 “error” sheets).   
 
The War Relief Stamps 
 

The record book shows that the war relief stamps were the last printed.  Surányi's summary 
table indicates that all three war relief stamps were printed on both the pedal and the quick presses, 
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but Müller showed that the record book text is ambiguous about which stamp was printed on which 
press.  Müller combined the records of the press totals in his timeline.  Szilagyi analyzed the overprint 
on full sheets of these stamps.  He found all available sheets of the 10+2f (7NB2/D9) turul-design war 
relief stamp exhibited the characteristics of plate A printed on the pedal press.  The 50+2f and 15+2f 
stamps (7NB1/D7 and 7NB3/D10 respectively) all exhibited the characteristics of plate B printed on 
the quick press.  This is consistent with the logistics of running the reported number of sheets of these 
three stamps on the two presses which were active at the same time on the morning of 30 April 1919.  
While it is possible that some sheets of these stamps were printed on the other press, the examination 
of literally thousands of such stamps over a period of years has failed to discover them.  Based on the 
historical and philatelic evidence, it is our belief that 7NB2/D9 was printed only on the pedal press 
and that 7NB1/D9 and 7NB3/D10 were printed only on the quick press. 

Novak, publishing in the Croatian (Yugoslav) literature, described the Baranya issues for 
decades, along with much other useful information.  Before this information became available in the 
Hungarian literature, he published a description of the plate variations of overprint type 1 
(subsequently designated a, b, c, etc. with much more information given).  He also identified the 
plates flaws in a systematic study enumerated for all Baranya I printing plates.  This was 
painstakingly described in The News of Hungarian Philately by Szilagyi in 1997, along with the 
description of the plate for overprint type 1 and its variations 6.  Two tables from the Croatian 
monograph were also reproduced in that article. 
 
The Baranya II Stamps 
 

The published information on Baranya II stamps needs to be complemented by a few items 
only, which have come to light in the last few years.  It is important to recall that the overprinting was 
done in two passes through the press, with the black BARANYA text printed first and then the red 
numerals. 

First, let us mention the trial printings, which were done on sheets of stamps (as opposed to 
plain paper), with the numerals appearing in black ink.  The Stamp Museum in Budapest has a 
number of these trial printings, mostly of the numerals.  A great number of trial printed sheets (about 
40) were in the estate of Lajos Solti and are now in the possession of one of us.  These contain the 
word BARANYA in black with a variety of errors.  These errors were corrected before production 
overprinting was started. 

Constant plate errors in the work BARANYA have been previously described, but this 
description is incomplete.  Basically, there are two major and several minor types: 

a) The BÁRANYA error is well described in a variety of places (e.g., Szabó-Antal), 
although the sheet position is not given on the 75f parliament stamp revalued 200f.  It 
occurs in positions 25, 50, 95 and 100 on a sheet and is not apparent on all sheets.  
Based on production numbers, this can occur on no more than 2192 stamps 7.  On 
other values, the error tends to appear in the upper left corner of the sheet.  When it 
occurs, it may be seen in position 1 and occasionally in positions 2, 11, and 12 
(maybe). 

b) The right shoulder is missing in the first A in BARANYA in this variety.  Once again, this 
does not occur on each sheet.  It generally appears in the last row (positions 91 to 100) of a 
sheet. 
 
Plate errors in the red numerals are also numerous: 
 

a) A broken 1 occurs in the red 10 value designation in position 79 of the newspaper, postal 
savings and express stamp sheets.  This previously apparently unrecorded error can appear in 
no more than 497, 532 and 612 examples of these stamps, respectively. 

b) On the same stamps, the right serif at the foot of the 1 in 10 is broken in position 87 of the 
sheet.  This appears on the same stamps and with the same frequency as the previous error. 

c) On stamps revalued to 100f, the stamp in position 30 can appears to read 160.  This error 
appears to have become progressive more prominent during printing, since some sheets show 
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a 0 thinned on the upper right, rather than what appears to be a 6.  The frequency of this error 
is not known. 
The plate errors on stamps revalued to 20f, 50f and 100f are otherwise well documented in 

the articles by Szilagyi and Novak and need not be repeated. 
 
The Baranya I Favor Overprints 
 

These stamps seem to have given the most trouble to the authors of the recent publications 8 
mentioned at the beginning of this article.  Müller points out that one sheet 40f  Zita and one sheet of  
20f Harvester stamps were overprinted with the postage due overprint 9 according to the record book 
(Surányi, p.106).  These were not listed in his table.  A third sheet of the 15f war relief stamp was 
similarly overprinted.  This third stamp was previously unrecorded, even in the print shop record 
book!  All three stamps bear the un-revalued postage due-type overprint.  The overprint was applied 
rotated 90 degrees with respect to the direction of printing on the postage due stamps.  This was 
reported by both Surányi and Müller.  In fact, the overprint on the Zita stamps is rotated 
counterclockwise, and reads from the bottom to the top while the overprint on the other two stamps is 
rotated clockwise and reads from the top to the bottom.   

In his article, Müller pointed out that while the 40f Zita stamp had been assigned the Brainard 
catalog number DP8, the 20f harvester needed a number.  Clearly, the 15f war relief described above 
also needs one.  We propose that these two stamps be designated P9 and P10 respectively.  Müller 
speculated jokingly whether these stamps should be added to our Baranya want lists.  It is now clear 
that such an act would be frustrating since the intact sheets of these two stamps (the only sheets 
printed) are in the collection of one of us.  Solti took these stamps into his possession at the time of 
printing, and they were in his collection when his estate was sold. 
 
The Overprinted Stationery 
 

The recent translation of Szabó-Antal's booklet accurately reflected the Hungarian text in 
describing only nine items of postal stationery.  Surányi also described only nine items and Simády 
listed 14.  These sources were reiterated by Szilagyi in the 1997 article.  The Villány provisional 
stationery was discovered and added to Simády's list in 1989 and subsequently five examples were 
described by Filep 10 in Bélyegvilág.  The authors are aware of four unused and seven used Villány 
provisional envelopes in existence. 

To this inventory, Szilagyi added information about foreign stationery tolerated for use in 
Baranya.  No other additions to the nine items originally described or to their variations have 
surfaced.  During this time, there has been no discussion of the watermarks found on this stationery, 
some of which are quite rare.  One of us exhibited a large sample of 27 trial printings of these 
stationeries at Balpex 2001.  While a few more copies may exist, these are the only presently known 
examples of the stationery trial printings, and these surfaced from the Solti estate.  Appreciable 
additional information about Baranya postal stationary has come to light in recent years.  For this 
reason, we have decided to collaborate in this area and are working on a comprehensive update on 
this subject to be published in the near future. 
 
Documentation 
 

It is clearly the responsibility of a translator to faithfully render the content of a document 
into the new language and not to modify or correct it in any way.  Thus, publications such as 
Müller’s, which are intended exclusively to bring the information within the reach of those not 
speaking the original language, will inherently contain the errors and omissions translated from the 
original.  Annotated translations, such as the reprint of Szabó-Antal, have the additional objective of 
complementing the original work (particularly as far as illustrations are concerned) but do not seek to 
be and cannot be comprehensive updates. Nevertheless, every effort must be made to be scholarly and 
correct in any new information provided.  This can prove to be difficult, as illustrated by some of the 
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errors corrected in the present article.  It is the responsibility of the authors of new, original works to 
identify all the sources of information used and to clearly attribute the source and basis of new facts. 

In order not to re-invent the wheel and to make contributions that advance the state of 
knowledge in our hobby, the authors of original works need to thoroughly research the work that has 
was done before them.  In the case of Baranya, much of this initial work was done by philatelists like 
Mr. Otto Schäffling and Dr. Leslie Ettre 11.  In addition, we feel that the rigors of documenting and 
acknowledging previous work are as important in our hobby as they are in science.   

At times, gaining access to old News of Hungarian Philately articles has been a frustrating 
task.  Even the library of the American Philatelic Society does not have a complete set!  This is why 
we strongly support and encourage the SHP project to bring out a complete, hardbound collection of 
all back issues of The News.  If the gold rush of articles is to continue, it is clear that these back 
issues need to be mined. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Examples of the two newly described overprints printed in only a single sheet, currently intact (proposed to be DP9 and 

DP10 respectively). 
 
Footnotes: 
 
1  Note that Müller et al. state that "In numerous English publications, gyorssajtó and tégelysajtó have been 

translated as flatbed press and rotary press respectively."  In fact, there are examples in the literature were 
each of the Hungarian terms have been translated as both flatbed and rotary press, with the opposite pairing of 
the terms being the most common.  This further illustrates the need for the revision in nomenclature that they 
suggest. 

2  This reference is a translation of the original 1939 work.  As such, it communicates with fidelity both the 
correct and incorrect information in the original document.  Surányi's book was an advance on this earlier 
work, eliminating several misconceptions, but creating some new ones.  Note that in Szabó-Antal, the 
illustration of the quarter sheet of Parliament stamps is erroneously attributed to the pedal press while it 
clearly exhibits the characteristics of the quick press illustrated on previous pages. 

3  This type of flatbed press is generally called a cylinder press in English and is distinct from a rotary press, in 
which the printing plate itself is curved. 

4  Szabó-Antal, Surányi, and Müller refer to these as types a, b and d respectively. 
5  War paper derived a larger fraction of its fiber from wood cellulose than did the paper produces earlier. 
6  This brings us to semantics.  Surányi, Szabó-Antal and Müller all describe the overprint types as a, b, c, d, 
and e.  It was clear sometimes that to accommodate the various plate variations and plate flaws, it is better to 
designate the plate overprint types as 1, 2, etc.  Then, the plate variations can be designated a, b, c, etc.  The 
stamps are numbered #1-49 and the favor prints as I, II, III etc.  It does not make sense that every article or book 
use different designations for the same 49 stamps!  Scott is an accepted authority in this country - in spite of its 
terrible handling of the Hungarian Occupation stamps - and it should be used.  I have an objection to the use of 
the Brainard's catalogue numbers until the catalog is updated regularly at least every 5 - 6 years and made 
available to all interested parties.  It should not be used for description of any stamps since interested collectors 
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cannot get copies of the original catalogue that was published in 1992.  Furthermore, there are mistakes in it; 
and new information, which came to light since its publication, requires further review and corrections.  /PJS/ 
7  It is interesting to note that a few examples of this stamp have been recently offered for sale on eBay.  The 

genuine error has the accent on the "A" in the shape of a wedge (with the short face of the wedge open), 

pointing generally toward the bottom of the left leg of the A.  Some of them appear to be forgeries in that the 

accent is a single stroke pointing toward the center of the area between the legs of the A.  Note that a single 

stroke in itself is not enough to determine that a stamp is forged, since often one or the other side of the wedge 

did not print. 
8  For example, in re-illustrating of Szabó-Antal's 1939 work, Müller illustrates examples of the eight favor 

overprints mentioned in the text.  The example of the 50f Zita (VI) appears to be a #4 type Budapest forgery 
on war paper.  Note also that the English translation correctly reflects the original Hungarian text in recording 
60 examples of the 60f turul favor overprint on white paper.  The print shop record book also reports 60 
examples (Surányi, 1979, p.25).  Most experts believe 80 examples to have been printed, apparently based on 
the original manuscript tabulation compiled by Lajos Solti just after the printing was completed.  It appears 
that this discrepancy originally arose because Solti's manuscript table is difficult to read. 

9  Müller indicates these to have the type f (postage due revalued to 40f overprint), designated as type 4 in this 
article.  This is in error.  In fact, the stamps bear the type e overprint (termed type 4a here). 

10 The otherwise philatelically excellent article had but one ‘hick-up’: at the time the article was published, four 
of these five Villány provisionals were in my collection.  I had won them at the Profila's spring auction for an 
astronomical sum!  The article did not mention that the material is (or was) a Profila auction item, but it did 
not state that it was the a happy hands of a collector!  In reading the article, it seemed that Mr. Filep owned 
these items!  After inquiring at Profila, I was informed that the owner of the covers was not revealed in the 
article because “the Company would have been obliged to pay an advertisement fee”!  Excuse me, if one buys 
an item from an auction house, then it is inherently understood that the purchaser will have the right to 
exhibit, write-up or sell the material and not one of the employees of the firm (in this case Mr. Filep) will do 
so, especially after the buyer had paid for and received his material!  And, certainly this should not be done 
without a reference to the owner or the particular stamp auction!  Why should not a commercial firm pay for 
an advertisement to the Bélyegvilág?  /PJS/ 

11 The publications by Dr. Ettre in his “monumental” Hungarica series were the major source of the knowledge 
of the Baranya issues in the 1970s.  Much of what I learned about the Baranya overprints in my early years is 
due to his unselfish help.  /PJS/ 
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Re: QUANTITIES OF THE BARANYA I OVERPRINTS  
AN ADDENDUM TO THE PREVIOUS ARTICLE 

 
 László Surányi’s table that has been used as our basic reference starting back in the 1970s in 
Dr. Ettre’s Hungarica columns and what I had re-published (unfortunately, with several 
typographical errors) in the mid-1990s has been a source of confusion to no end. 

The previous article lists a wide array of references, all of which rely on three basic, 
contemporary sources of information: the record book compiled by Lajos Solti during the 
overprinting operation (but annotated or edited at a later time), the deposition supplements to the 
record book, and the ‘spreadsheet’ (illustrated as Figure 5 in Surányi’s book) compiled by the same 
Lajos Solti, again.  Ironically, all roads lead to Rome; and most of us have access to this data only 
through László Surányi’s book published in 1979. 

In my opinion, Surányi/Laci Bácsi used the Solti ‘spreadsheet’ as the basis for his table.  
Other than two typographical errors (in one case, a missing zero; in another, a 100 in lieu of 300), the 
information contained in the two tables is identical.  What is confounding in all of this is that Laci 
Bácsi’s table also shows 16 varieties of stamps that were overprinted using both the pedal press and 
the quick press.  In the text of his 1979 book, he claims that Solti’s table contained that information; 
but that’s not correct, at least by looking at the reproduced table in the book.  So where did Laci Bácsi 
get his additional information for his table? 

Dr. Szilagyi’s article from 1998 was aimed at correcting the errors in the table based on direct 
information gleaned from the overprinting record book.  Anthony Müller also used the record book to 
compile the timeline for the overprinting effort.  I cross-referenced the Szilagyi information with the 
Müller timeline and found them to be in agreement.  (As the devil of proofreading would have it, 
there was one omission in the timeline and one typographical error.)  But, there are no major 
disagreements.  Dr. Szilagyi indicated from the record book data that only eight stamps can exist 
having been printed both on the pedal press and on the quick press. 

My initial reaction was: Thank God, fever varieties to collect.  BUT, how can I justify to 
myself that examples in my collection verify the existence of two of  Laci Bácsi’s entries that came 
from printings on the pedal press not listed in the record book?  My three samples, one of the 15f 
Harvester and two copies of the 45f/2f Harvester appear to have been printed on the pedal press.  The 
pedal press characteristics (relief on the back, letters outlined in heavier ink due to the ‘squeeze’ and 
the translucent characteristic of the ink) leave me not much room to maneuver.  All of these stamps 
have the boxed MIERTL authentication mark.  According to Surányi, by the fall of 1920 the Baranya 
overprints were forged using actual type from the print shop; hence, engineer Gyula Miertl was asked 
to authenticate genuine copies of the stamps.  Soon, Miertl’s boxed guarantee mark was forged, so he 
started using an unboxed, calligraphic version for his name.  Are my stamps examples of successful 
forgeries that fooled even Laci Bácsi so he included the varieties in the table?  Or, are they genuine 
items that somehow were overlooked and did not get logged into the record book?   
I am publishing the following table with printing quantities derived from the record book.  The data is 
based on the articles published by Drs. Szilagyi and Müller.  In order to support the ‘data sort’ 
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championed by Dr. Szilagyi, I segregated the error sheets from the good sheets.  In both the Solti data 
and the Surányi table, the total overprinted quantity included the errors, but neither spelled this fact 
out clearly.  In several instances, the quantity of overprinted sheets of 100 taken from the record book 
differs markedly from the Solti/Surányi quantities.  Solti used contemporary information for 
compiling the data, but we do not know exactly how he arrived at it if it happened to be different than 
what he logged into the record book.  Nor do we know the source of Surányi’s information for 
including the eight additional dual-press varieties marked by an ‘§’ in the table. 

I would like to use this starting point as a data call to the collecting community.  Please check 
your collections for other example of the eight ‘§’ entries.  The authors would like to hear what you 
have discovered.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baranya I Stamps with Pedal-press Characteristics 
(most noticeable in the ‘1919’ on the left and in the ‘45’s on the right) 

 
/Turn to pp. 12-13 for the Table of Baranya I Overprints and to p. 14 for the Table of Baranya I Trial and 

Favor Overprints./ 
  

Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

HUNGARICA, PART X  
The Story of Dr. Gyula Hermann Oberth 

 
Many times I had often wondered why many noteworthy Hungarians are not recognized by 

the general public or even by the Hungarian-descent population in this country, as being Hungarians 
or as descendents of Hungarians.  I may have found an answer.  In the mind of the general US 
population, such leaders of science, arts and letters or sports as Josef Pulitzer, Maestro Eugene 
Ormándy, coaches Béla Károlyi, Don Schula or inventor Tivadar Puskás are generally known for 
their deeds independent of their Hungarians origins.  In order to attempt to correct this, my son Bryan 
and I had set up an Internet page on Yahoo.  

Recently, while working on a book on the same subject, I came across the name of Oberth.  I 
knew that he was a rocket scientist, but not much more. 

I also knew that there were several stamps issued in his honor.  After looking him up in the 
Current Biography – 1957, I found, that he had been born in Hungary.  His entry stated that  

 
Mr. Herman Julius Oberth was born on June 25th, 1894 in Hermanstadt in Transylvania, than a 
part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  He is the son of Julius Gotthold Oberth and his wife is 
the former Valerie Emma Krasser.  His father was a surgeon and a director of the county 
hospital in Schassburg, a town in Transylvania, where the young Hermann was reared.  He had 
a brother and a sister, both now deceased.   

/continued on p. 14/ 
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TABLE OF BARANYA I OVERPRINTS 

 

Basic Stamp Surá

-nyi 

Num

-ber 

Value Color of 

the 

Overprint 

Qty Prntd 

on Quick 

Press 

good / 

error 

Qty Prntd 

on Pedal 

Press 

good / 

error 

Total 

Number 

of ‘good’ 

sheets 

Total 

Number 

of Error 

sheets 

Date Pro-

duced 

Turul 1 6f red  all 452 1 19/22 

Apr 

“ 2 50f black all  2,304 16 22 Apr 

“ 3 60f black all  542 2 22 Apr 

“ 4 70f black all  1,811 4 19 Apr 

“ 5 70f red  all 199 1 22 Apr 

“ 6 80f red  all 125 0 22 Apr 

War Relief / 

Turul 

 50+2f black unknown unknown 48.8 1 0 30 Apr 

War Relief  10+2f black unknown unknown 1,255 19 30 Apr 

“  15+2f black unknown unknown 1,082 10 30 Apr 

Harvester 10 2f red § all 2,486 14 22-23 

Apr 

“ 10 2f cinnabar  all 66 1 24 Apr 

“ 11 2f black  all 90 2 19 Apr 

“ 12 3f black all § 500 2 0 23 Apr 

“ 13 3f red  all 503 1 23-24 

Apr 

“ 14 5f red § all 2,196 4 23 Apr 

“ 14 5f cinnabar  all 577 1 24 Apr 

“ 15 5f black all § 488 6 29 Apr 

“ 16 6f black  all 230 0 29 Apr 

“ 17 6f cinnabar  all 188 1 24 Apr 

“ 18 15f black all § 1,195 7 24/29 

Apr 

“ 19 20f black  all 19 1 29 Apr 

“ 20 25f black § all 126 1 29 Apr 

“ 21 35f black § all 70 0 29 Apr 

“ 22 40f black  all 20 0 29 Apr 

Parliament 23 50f black all  182 11 29 Apr 

“ 24 75f black all  1,027 6 29 Apr 

“ 25 80f black all  631 1 29 Apr 

“ 26 1K black all  720 1 29 Apr 

“ 27 2K black all  643.5 1 1 29 Apr 

“ 28 3K black all  614 4 29 Apr 

“ 29 5K black all  306 4 29 Apr 

“ 30 10K black all  101 1 29 Apr 
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Basic Stamp  Surá

-nyi 

Num

-ber 

Value Color of 

the 

Overprint 

Qty Prntd 

on Quick 

Press 

good / 

error 

Qty Prntd 

on Pedal 

Press 

good / 

error 

Total 

Number 

of ‘good’ 

sheets 

Total 

Number 

of Error 

sheets 

Date Pro-

duced 

Károly 31 10f black 5,197 / 

20 

351 / 

2 

5,548 

 

22 QP=23-25 

Apr 

PP=29 

Apr 

“ 32 20f black 4,247 / 

18 

485 / 

9 

4,732 3 27 QP= 

23/25 Apr 

PP=29 

Apr 

“ 33 25f red  all 363 0 24/29 

Apr 

“ 34 25f black 100 / 0 167 / 2 267 2 24 Apr 

Zita 35 40f black  all 101 1 29 Apr 

“  36 40f red  all 31 0 24 Apr 

Republic / 

Harvester 

37 2f black  all 129 1 29 Apr 

Republic/Zita 38 40f red  all 20 0 24 Apr 

Republic/Zita 39 40f black  all 4 1 29 Apr 

Revalued 

Harvester 

40 45f/2f black all § 1,190 8 19 Apr 

Revalued 

Harvester 

41 45f/5f black 50% (?) 50% (?) 4,485 15 18-19 

Apr 

Revalued 

Harvester 

42 45f/15f black 1,098 / 

2 

3,879 / 

21 

4,977 23 17-18 

Apr 

Revalued 

Republic 

43 45f/2f red  all 197 3 25 Apr 

Revalued 

Republic 

44 45f/2f black  all 895 5 19 Apr 

Sürgös 45 105f/2f black  all 348 1 25 Apr 

Postage Due 46 2f black  all 105 0 29 Apr 

“ 47 10f black  all 310 1 29 Apr 

“ 48 20f black  all 248 2 29 Apr 

“ 49 40f/2f black  all 268 1 25 Apr 

 
1  Partial sheets were overprinted to account for the fractions. 
2  Solti’s table, reproduced in Surányi’s book, lists 1,900 sheets.  The record book logs only 500 impressions. 
3 Total quantity is 1 sheet greater than that indicated by Surányi or Szabó-Antal. 

§  For the 8 stamps marked, Surányi indicated that this press was also used for the overprinting.  This is 

contrary to the data found in the record book. 
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TABLE OF BARANYA I TRIAL AND FAVOR OVERPRINTS 
 
Basic Stamp  Value Color of 

the 

Overprint 

Quantity 

Printed on 

Pedal Press 

‘good’/error 

Total 

Number 

of ‘good’ 

sheets 

Total 

Number 

of Error 

sheets 

Date Produced 

* Turul 2f red all 6 0 <24 Apr ? 4 

* 60f red all 0.8 1, 5 0 <24 Apr ? 4 

* 60f black all 0.5 1 0 <24 Apr ? 4 

* Republic / 

Harvester 

2f red all 4 0 <24 Apr ? 4 

** Károly 20f red all 3 0 23 Apr 

* Zita 50f red all 1 0 22 Apr 

* Revalued / 

Károly 

45f/15f black all 25 1 17 Apr 

* Republic / 

Zita 6 
40f black all 1 0 29 Apr 

* Harvester 6 20f black all 1 0 29 Apr 

* War Relief 6 15+2f black all 1 0 ? 

 
1 Partial sheets were overprinted to account for the fractions. 
4 The record book mentions these stamps as being on hand on 24 April, so they were printed on or before that 

date. 
5 Reported as 60 by Surányi, but looks like 80 in Solti’s table, the reproduction of which is rather poor in 

Surányi’s book.  The Szabó-Antal book also states the quantity as 80. 
6 These stamps were overprinted sideways with the un-revalued postage due plate and are not listed in the 

Surányi table.  The 40f Zita and the 20f Harvester are mentioned in the record book as having been prepared but 

with the whereabouts unknown.  The 15+2f War Relief was discovered recently and is not mentioned in the 

record book. 

* Overprint on private stock of stamps 

** Classified as ‘official trial printing,’ annotated in logbook as ‘3 sheets prepared, one disappeared.’  

/The tables on pp. 16-18 were compiled by Csaba L. Kohalmi based on the data listed in the 

Surányi/Solti/Szilagyi/Müller references at the end of the lead article in this issue./ 

 
HUNGARICA, PART X  /continued from p. 11./ 
 

In my opinion, in 1894 there was no legitimate country called Transylvania.  The country was 
the Hungarian Kingdom, then a part of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy.  Ferenc József II. had to be 
also crowned in Hungary in order to become King of Hungary.  He had already been crowned 
separately as the Emperor of Austria and related parts.  Under the concept of the dual monarchy, he 
was Kaiser und Kõnig (KuK), i.e. Emperor and King.  There was no Hermanstadt because the town’s 
name since 1867 was Nagyszeben.  Its geographic location was in Erdély, and not in Transylvania.  
The Hungarian name of Schassburg, I believe, is Segesvár.  So, Julius H. Oberth was born in the 
Kingdom of Hungary, more specifically in the town of Nagyszeben, in Erdély (Transylvania).  
Because no one claims him as Hungarian, the Rumanians can naturally claim him as one of their own, 
just as in the case of Ferenc Liszt, who is claimed by the Austrians, and Sándor Petöfi by the Slovaks.  
Furthermore, the biography goes on to describing him as follows: 

 
 Five feet 10 inches tall, with brown eyes and gray hair and weighing 180 pounds. He belonged 
to the Lutheran Church.  Married Mathilde Hummel and they had four children. 
 

 This tells me that he was from a Hungarian-Saxon family, many of whom were settled in this 
part of Transylvania in the 12th-13th centuries.  Schwabians, who settled after the Turkish occupation 
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in the depopulated southern Bánát regions of 
Hungary (such as Temesvár), were Roman Catholic.  
Rumanians are Greek Orthodox, and Serbians are 
Eastern Orthodox. 
       As far as his accomplishments are concerned, he 
has been called ‘father of astronauts’ and the ‘dean 
of the space-flight research.’  He pioneered the 
concept of multi-stage rocketry in the 1917 while a 
student at the University of Vienna.  Later, he 
developed the theory behind the basic equations of 
rocket motion, which were based on the concept of 
using liquid fueled long-range (ballistic) missiles 
with two and three stage rocket engine designs.  
Wernher von Braun, who ultimately would become 
chief scientist in the US space-flight development 
program, was one of his pupils in the 1920s.  Oberth, 
von Braun and several other scientists further 
developed two- and three-stage rockets.   

 
 

Gyula (Hermann) Oberth 
 
 

Later, Oberth, with a team of German rocket scientists under his direction, developed a jet 
motor for the German government in 1930.  In 1937 he began work that resulted in the V-1 and V-2 
rocket missiles, the ‘buzz bombs’ used by Germany against England during WWII.  In 1955 he 
followed Wernher von Braun to Huntsville, Alabama to work for the US space program.  There, 
under von Braun’s direction, he experimented for three years to develop the rockets used to enable 
space flights eventually resulting in the moon landings.  Oberth returned to Germany a few years later 
and died in Nürnberg on December 29, 1989 at the ripe old age of 95. 

Jugoslavia issued a cacheted rocket-mail cover in 1974 bearing his name and picture.  Austria 
used a commemorative cancellation for the 38th Space Research Congress in 1989 in Salzburg for the 
20th anniversary of moon landing.  The cancellation showed both Oberth and von Braun.  Rumania 
issued stamps for Dr. Oberth, including an FDC and a Carte Maximum in 1983 (C256) and another 
stamp, which was issued in a space set in 1989 (C280).  Guinea (#925) in 1985 and Paraguay (#948) 
in 1966 issued stamps in his honor.  So, is anyone else aware of these stamps?  And, where is a 
Hungarian stamp in his honor? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oberth Cancellation from Austria and First Day Cover from Rumania. 
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I believe that these cancellations and stamps depicting Dr. Hermann Julius Oberth should be 
placed in the Hungarica topical collection. 
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Dr. Paul J. Szilagyi 
 

COLD WAR PHILATELY: THE 1959 SOVIET-GREEK STAMP WAR 
 

 As the Iron Curtain was descending across Europe in the post-World War II years, Greece 
was splintered by a bloody civil war.  The communist side gathered under the banners of the National 
Liberation Front and the People’s National Army of Liberation, the members of which were largely 
Greek resistance fighters that bedeviled the German occupiers.  In 1944, the communists refused to 
support the British-backed, right wing, nationalist-monarchist government.  Their efforts were 
endorsed by Stalin who supplied material support through Tito’s Jugoslavia.  By 1947, the British 
allowed the US to step in and support the anti-communist side.  The Truman Doctrine, coupled with 
military and economic aid to Greece and Turkey, justified this intervention.  The United States’ 
attitude towards the civil war also laid the groundwork for what evolved into the NATO military 
alliance in 1949.  The Communist revolt was suppressed about the time Stalin and Tito split alliances 
in the same year.  Tito, miffed at Stalin, closed the Jugoslav border with Greece and dried up the 
source of supplies.  The Hungarian philatelic aspects of the civil war were documented by Andrew 
Cronin in The Mail of the Greek ‘Children-Refugees’ published in the Jan-Mar 1997 issue of The 
News.   
 The scar left by the civil war on Greek society was still fresh ten years later.  Former civil 
warriors, such as Manolis Glezos, were politically active, contributing to the instability of Greek 
governments.  Glezos achieved hero status in 1941 for scaling the Acropolis in broad daylight and 
tearing down the German swastika-flag in full view of Nazi guards.  During the civil war, he became 
an ardent communist.  Following the war, he served as a member of Parliament and was the editor of 
a communist newspaper.  The resurgence of the left in the spring 1959 elections prompted Prime 
Minister Constantine Karamanlis to crack down.  The Communist Party was outlawed and several 
thousand communists, including Glezos, were arrested.  Glezos was charged with treason and 
sentenced to death.  This verdict, having been passed in the country that prided itself as the birthplace 
of democracy, was met with international condemnation.  By the summer of 1958 Karamalis 
commuted the sentence to five years imprisonment.   

          Still, the Soviet Union seized the 
opportunity to exploit the controversy.  On 12 
November 1959, it issued a single stamp 
depicting the portrait of Manolis Glezos against 
the backdrop of the Athenian Acropolis.  The text 
of the stamp read, Liberty to the Greek Patriots. 
  
 
 
 
 

Manolis Glezos and the Acropolis. 
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The Karamanlis government retaliated by issuing two stamps with the portrait of executed Hungarian 
Prime Minister Imre Nagy on 8 December 1958.  The Greek stamps bore the slogan, Liberty to the 
People.  The Soviet Union brutally crushed the Hungarian Uprising in 1956 and set up János Kádár’s 
puppet government to replace the Nagy, who was the legal Hungarian Prime Minister.  Initially 
promised amnesty if he resigned, Nagy was exiled to Rumania for a year.  In 1958 he was secretly 
returned to Hungary, tried and hanged on the spurious charge of attempting to overthrow the 
communist order in Hungary. 

Despite the intense rhetoric of the Cold War, the actual postal use of both stamp issues was 
limited. Diplomatic protests were filed by both countries and the respective post office withdrew the 
stamps from sale.  The Soviet stamp has a higher catalog value than the Greek ones, indicated that its 
circulation was more controlled.  Greek stamps don’t command much of a premium unless they are 
postally used on cover, which are as scarce as a white raven. 

Within a year of these events, the Kara-manlis 
government signed an agreement with the US allowing 
the basing of nuclear submarines in Greek ports and 
forged stronger military and corporate alliances with 
western European nations.  The pro-Western political 
course for Greece, as represented by these acts of 
containment of communism, was set until the next 
juncture, which came on 27 April 1967 when a military 
coup d’etat abolished the monarchy.  Glezos was out of 
prison by this time having served about three years’ of 
his sentence.  He was freed during the King’s Birthday 
amnesty in 1962. 

 
           Greek Stamps Picturing Prime Minister Imre Nagy 

        
Ms. Malowe’s scholarly article explores the deeper ramifications of the events I only touched 

upon in the preceding paragraphs.  Her study takes the ‘temperature’ of the Cold War as manifest 
through the ‘Sound and Light Show’ that debuted over the Acropolis on 29 May 1959.  She links the 
French company’s production with the Greek government’s intent on forging stronger ties to the West 
as well as to justify the shift to the right of center using classical Greek historical parallels. 
References: 

Esrati, Stephen G., Stamps used to fight political battles, Linn’s Stamp News, September 30, 1985. 

Marlowe, Elizabeth, Cold War Illuminations of the Classical Past: ‘The Sound and  Light Show’ on the  

Athenian Acropolis, Art History, Vol. 24, Number 4, September 2001. 

         Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

IS THIS THE SCARECEST HUNGARIAN 
IMPERFORATE STAMP? 

 
         The illustrated István Horthy memorial stamp 
(Scott #600) is a minor variety: the upper right 
corner stamp is position #10 from a post office sheet 
of 50 stamps and is noteworthy because there are 
nine stars in the sky around the depiction of the 
legendary Hun warriors of the Milky Way in the 
upper part of the design.  

István Horthy, the elder son of Hungarian 
Regent Miklós Horthy, was elected Vice-Regent by 
the Hungarian Parliament on 19 February 1942 in 
order to provide a line of succession in case 
something happened to the Regent.   (The creation of 
the post of Vice-Regent was unprecedented in 
Hungarian history.   Ironically,   the   elder    Horthy, 
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deposed two and half years later in the Arrow Cross putsch, lived to be 89 years old in exile in 
Portugal, where he died in March 1957.)  Given the Hungary’s awkward political situation at the 
time, the younger Horthy was an ideal choice for the legal succession because of his known Anglo-
American sympathies and because he publicly expressed doubts about Hitler’s Germany winning the 
war.  (István’s election was vehemently opposed by the right wing [i.e., Arrow Cross] members of 
parliament on the pretext that the Horthy family was attempting to ‘found’ a dynasty and would 
eventually try to have a family member (István’s son, István Jr., elected king.) 
 During the summer of 1942, the Vice-Regent was dispatched to the Russian front as a pilot of 
the Hungarian Air Force.  While he received accolades for bravado in this capacity, the Regency 
realized the dangers of this assignment and ordered him to return home as of 21 August 1942.  
Unfortunately, events circumvented this benevolent order.  August 20th is St. Stephen’s Day, 
Hungary’s national holiday.  It is also the name-day of everyone who is christened István.  Hence, the 
Vice-Regent wanted to celebrate his name-day with a training flight before returning home.  The 
flight ended in tragedy: the Italian-made Carponi aircraft with the István Horthy on board crashed 
headlong into the ground killing the pilot instantly.  He returned home in a casket.  For a while, his 
death was rumored to have been caused by German sabotage, but history has turned up nothing more 
than a suspected mechanical failure of the aircraft. 
 The pictured memorial stamp was issued in his honor on 15 October 1942 in an edition of 
15.69 million copies.  It was printed in press sheets of 150 stamps, which were cut into post office 
sheets of 100 and 50 stamps.  The 50-stamp sheets contained two constant plate varieties: the stamp 
in position 1 showed seven stars in the sky, the stamp in position 10 showed nine stars.  All of the 
other stamps had eight stars.  (There is a nebulous note in the Magyar bélyegek kézikönyve about 
some stamps in sheets of 100 having a different number of stars, but no specific number of stars or 
position is identified.)   
 In this era, a few hundred copies of each stamp were retained in imperforate condition.  These 
were destined for the Post Office’s archives and the Stamp Museum, but during the turmoil of World 
War II entered the philatelic market.  None of the standard references (A magyar bélyegek 
monográfiája, A magyar posta- és illetékbélyegek katalógusa, etc.) state the quantity of 
imperforate stamps.  My guess is that about 400-600 copies of each issue exist.  If that is correct, then 
this minor variety (along with the seven-star variety) is the scarcest Hungarian imperforate stamp.  
Given that the presses printed ‘large’ sheets of 150 stamps, and if 600 were retained in imperforate 
condition, then only four copies can exist.  This fact would make the stamp MUCH scarcer than the 
sought-after Nagymánya, the inverted Madonna, the 600/800 korona Harvester or the 35f/50f Turul, 
the ‘crown jewel’ errors of Hungarian philately.  The scarcity factor also puts these stamps into the 
same category as the 3kr red error of 1867!  I could be wrong, but even if I’m off by a factor of two 
that would mean the existence of eight copies, maximum. 

Interestingly enough, two copies of this stamp were auctioned off on the internet’s e-Bay last 
year.  One was a single marginal copy (which provided the identification for the position even if the 
stars were not quite visible in accompanying image); the other was a corner block of four.  Both 
copies were purchased by SHP members.  There was no competition for the single copy while the 
bidding for the block of 4 was a bit more spirited. 
       Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 
WHEN A LABEL DOES NOT MAKE AN AIR MAIL COVER 

Comments about the cover that appeared in The News of Hungarian Philately, Oct-Dec 2001, page 15. 
 

The cover shown in Dr. Szilagyi’s fine article (and reproduced here in Figure 1) should have 
been described as a registered, foreign letter.  The only thing airmail about that cover is the label; 
otherwise, it is a good example of a ‘paid-by-cash’ registered, foreign letter.  Having an airmail label 
present does not make this a bona fide airmail cover.  Therefore, the rate paid by the sender is not 
surprising in that it was exactly equivalent with the cost of sending a registered letter abroad.  
 
 
 



The News of Hungarian Philately 

Jan-March 2002 

19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1.  5 February 1946.  45,000P Registered Foreign Letter. 
 

At the time in 1946, the occupying Russians ruled Hungary with an iron fist, and any postal 
air transportation could not be initiated without their knowledge and approval.  As we know1, postal 
air contact outside of Hungary was not allowed by the Russian High Command until May 1, 1946.  
There was not even a remote possibility for forerunner air mail as Dr. Szilagyi speculated.  Sorry, but 
sometimes we have to adjust our wishful thinking to hard facts based on reality.  

If we want to speculate why an air mail label was applied to the cover, it is a legitimate point 
for discussion.  I see it happening in any one of four different ways:  

a) The writer got an envelope already fixed with the label (at that time a severe paper 
shortage existed, one could not have been too choosy) 

b) There was an intention to send the letter Air Mail, but when the sender got to the Post 
Office: 

i) Air Mail service was not available from the originating post office (Fig. 3) or, 
ii) When the sender found out how expensive it was, decided not to mail it as air   

mail (as in Fig. 1?) 
c) By placing the label on the cover, the sender hoped to have a special fast service (Fig. 

3.) 
d) An unscrupulous collector or dealer wanted to ‘upgrade’ the cover, thinking that an 

unwary buyer will have no knowledge about the details. 
We very much appreciate Dr. Szilagyi’s ongoing efforts in the Second Inflation’s Air Mail 
studies.  However, at this point I would like to urge him to please, cleanse those non-air mail 
covers from his master list.  Each and every one of the genuine covers is a very important 
postal history document.  It is just not fair and downright confusing to have the non-air mail 
covers listed mixed together with the genuine articles. 

A new hyperinflation air mail cover (illustrated in Fig. 2.) is reported from England.  
It is from Rate Period 14, sent from Budapest to San Francisco, USA, posted on May 2, 
1946.  It is the earliest known mailing date for a Second Inflation air mail cover.  Sender paid 
the foreign letter rate of 8,000,000 Pengö plus the air mail surcharge of 3 gold franc (for 
letter weight 12.5 gm) as 150 million Pengö for a total franking of 158,000,000 Pengö.  An 
interesting US postal marking was applied in transit: Postage subsequently paid by sender.  
This cover is the 38th recorded genuine air mail cover. 

According to my records, counting Dr. Szilagyi’s recently listed three covers plus the 
one illustrated here in Fig. 2, there are 38 legitimate air mail covers recorded up to date and 
listed in the following table. 
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Figure 2.  Earliest Know Mailing Date Air Mail Cover from the 14th Rate Period, 2 May 1946. 
 

 

# 

Rate 

Pe-

riod 

Date 

(1946) 
Weight 

in 

grams 

Destination  

City/ 

Country 

 

Rate Paid 
Cur-rency 

1. 14 May 2 12.5  San Francisco, 

USA 

158,000,000 Pengö 

2. 14 May 6 5  New York, 

USA 

108,000,000 Pengö 

3. 14  May 8 7  Philadelphia, 

USA 

308,000,000 Pengö 

4. 14 May 

10 

9½  Patterson, NJ, 

USA 

340,000,000 Pengö 

5. 15 May 

11 

4   New York, 

USA 

290,000,000 Pengö 

6. 15 May 

12 

5½  New York, 

USA 

540,000,000 Pengö 

7. 16 May 

16 

12  Los Angeles, 

USA 

540,000,000 Pengö 

8. 16 May 

17 

7  New York, 

USA 

500,000,000 Pengö 

9. 16 May 

18 

6  Bronx, USA 1,640,000,000 Pengö 

10. 16 May 

20 

4  Hamilton, 

New Zealand 

2,160,000,000 Pengö 

11. 16 May 

25 

4½  Sydney, 

NSW, 

Australia 

6,160,000,000 Pengö 

12. 17 May 

27 

5  New York, 

USA 

6,480,000,000 Pengö 

13. 17 May 

30 

3.5  New York, 

USA 

10,480,000,000 Pengö 

14. 18 June 1 5  New York, 

USA 

13,600,000,000 Pengö 

15. 18 June 3 10  Harefield, 

England 

4,100,000,000 Pengö 

16. 19 June 

11 

10.5  New York, 

USA 

616,000,000,000 Pengö 

17. 19 June 

14 

16  New York, 

USA 

2,016,000,000,000 Pengö 
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18. 19 June 

16 

6.5  London,  

England 

166,000,000,000 Pengö 

19. 20 June 

17 

19  London,  

England 

380,000,000,000 Pengö 

20. 20 June 

19 

4.5  New York, 

USA 

5,080,000,000,000 Pengö 

21. 20 June 

22 

8  New York, 

USA 

20,080,000,000,000 Pengö 

22. 21 June  

24 

4  New York,  

USA 

21,600,000,000,000 Pengö = 

21.6 billion 

23. 21 June 

24 

6  New York, 

USA 

41,600,000,000,000 Pengö = 

41.6  “ 

24. 21 June 

26 

3  New York, 

USA 

81,600,000,000,000 Pengö = 

81.6   “ 

25. 21 June 

27 

4.5  Hammond, 

IN, USA 

201,600,000,000,000 Pengö = 

201.6 billion 

26. 21 June 

29 

7  London,  

England 

100,480,000,000,000 Pengö 

27. 23 July 6 5  Melbourne,Vic., 

Australia 

20,008,000,000,000,000,000 Pengö = 20 trillion 

28. 24 July 11 4 ** New York,  

USA 

2,001,200,000,000,000,000,000 Pengö =  2001+ trillion 

29. 25 July 14 5  New York, 

USA 

9,320,000 adó-pengö 

30. 25 July 14 3  Sydney, 

NSW, 

Australia 

13,940,000 adó-pengö 

31. 25 July 15 10  Ventnor City, 

USA 

17,860,000 adó-pengö 

32. 25 July 16 5  New York, 

USA 

12,580,000 adó-pengö 

33. 26 July 20 5  Newark, NJ 

USA 

30,400,000 adó-pengö 

34. 26 July 20 5  Sydney, 

NSW, 

Australia 

45,400,000 adó-pengö 

35. 27 July 24 5  New York, 

USA 

151,600,000 adó-pengö 

36. 27 July 25 5  Sydney, 

NSW, 

Australia 

226,600,000 adó-pengö 

37. 27 July 26 3  Los Angeles, 

USA 

451,600,000 adó-pengö 

38. 27 July 31 14  Rahway, NJ 

USA 

2,401,600,000 adó-pengö 

 
 Note: We did not see three of the covers in the table but received responsible reporting about them. 
 **   Registered, Returned to Sender cover. 

 

 Figure 3 on the next page shows a cover originating at Gyula where, according to postal 
regulations, no air mail letters could be accepted.  Most likely, the sender hoped that by placing an air 
mail label on the cover and overpaying the foreign destination rate, somehow the letter would receive 
expedited transmittal. 
 The foreign letter rate of 160 million pengö was overpaid by 200 million pengö, but the total 
was still much less that a legitimate air mail postal rate would have cost.  By the way, according to 
UPU and Hungarian postal regulations, the five copies of the Távolsági Levél (each valued at 2 
million pengö) stamps were not valid on foreign destination mail. 
 Despite the overpayment and the attached label, this cover was transmitted as surface mail.  I 
have three such covers with air mail labels in my collection, none of them are considered air mail 
covers.  The label on a cover does not make it an air mail cover. 
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Figure 3. Rate Period 16 Cover Posted at Gyula on 22 May 1946 to Sydney, Australia. 

 
Footnote: 
1 Stephen D. Kertesz, Between Russia and the West, Hungary and the Illusions of Peacemaking 1945-47. 

       Robert B. Morgan 
 

AIR MAIL RATES TO SOUTH AMERICA IN THE 1930s 
 
 Air mail services from Hungary to South America during this period were dominated by the 
competition between Aeropostale (later, Air France) and Deutsche Lufthansa.  In addition, there was 
catapult mail and Zeppelin mail.  These routes and event are well illustrated in Vic Berecz’s book, 
The Pioneer Period of Hungarian Airmail.  The air mail postage rates for this era, however, are 
less well known.  The ’black book,’ otherwise knows as the Magyar bélyegek kézikönyve / 
Handbook of Hungarian Stamps, does not provide complete information of the subject.  This report 
has been prepared from flown covers collected by the author.  Catapult and Zeppelin mail is not 
included in this report. 

Basic letter rates. 
 The letter rates introduced in 1926 were valid until 1941 at 40f for the initial 40 grams and 20f for 

each additional 20-gram increment.  The post card rates for the same period were 20f.  Starting in 
1928, the fee for registration was 50f and for express mail, 80f.  The airmail surcharge was additional. 

Air Mail Surcharge. 
 I have been able to reconstruct five different rates during the decade under consideration.  
The first rate followed the publication of the politically oriented Zone System rates of 1 April 1928, 
presumably when regular airmail services to South America became available.  On 7 July 1931, the 
Zone System was replaced by a more distance-directed system.  The third rate change was published 
on1 July 1932.  On 10 April 1935, a simpler trans-oceanic set of rates was introduced, but Brazil, 
Argentine and other South American states different, separate surcharge structure.  The final change, 
for which I could not find a directive in the literature, came in 1938 and lasted until the suspension of 
service at the beginning of World War II.  The surcharge was lowered during this final period.  The 
airmail surcharges of these five sets of rates are shown in the following table.  Covers illustrating 
these various rates are also shown starting on this page through page 32. 
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Air Mail Surcharge1 to South America, 1928-1940 
 

 Date to Brazil to Argentina and other 

1. 24 April 1928 8.92 pengö 10.60 pengö 

2. 7 July 1931 3.71 pengö 4.05 pengö 

3. 1 July 1932 2.24 pengö 2.66 pengö 

4. 1937, exact date unknown 3.00 pengö 3.50 pengö 

5. 1938 to 1940 2.80 pengö 3.30 pengö 
 
1 All rates are for each 5-gram weight increment. 
 
References: 
Berecz,  Victor, Jr., The Pioneer Period of Hungarian Airmail, The American Air 

Mail Society, Mineola, NY, 1996. 
Surányi, László; Visnyovszki, Gábor, Magyar bélyegek kézikönyve, Gondolat,  

Budapest, 1986. 
       Andrew M. Munster, M.D. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1.  Second Rate Period Letter, Posted at Budapest on 27 August 1931 to Santa Cruz, Brazil. 

(Total franking : 4P 11f for letter rate of 40f plus  air mail surcharge of 3P 71f  for a weight increment of 5gm.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.  Third Rate Period Letter, Posted at Budapest on 11-12 July 1932 to Porto Alegre, Brazil.   
 (Total franking: 20P 96f for the 45gm  letter rate of 80f plus the air mail surcharge of 20P 16f /9 x 2P 24f/  for 

9 weight increments of 5gm.)  
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Figure 3.  Third Rate Period Registered Letter, Posted at Budapest on 11 August 1932 to Buenos Aires, 

Argentina.   

(Total franking: 3P 56f for the 5gm  letter rate of 40f and registration of 50f plus the single increment air mail 

surcharge of 2P 66f.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.  Third Rate Period Post Card, Posted at Budapest on 25 January 1934 to Victoria, Brazil.   

 (Total franking: 2P 44f for the post card rate of 20f plus the single increment air mail surcharge of 2P 24f.)  
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Figure 5.  Third Rate Period Letter, Posted at Budapest on 9 October 1934 to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.   

(Total franking: 9P 36f for the 20 gm  letter rate of 40f plus the air mail surcharge of 8P 96f /4 x 2P 24f/  for 4 

weight increments of 5gm.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.  Fourth Rate Period Registered Letter, Posted at Bakfalórántháza on 22 July 1937 (transit through 

Budapest 23 July 1937) to Santiago, Chile.   

(Total franking: 4P 40f for the 5 gm letter rate of 40f and registration of 50f plus a single increment air mail 

surcharge of 3P 50f.)  
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Figure 7.  Fourth Rate Period Letter, Posted at Kékestetö on 8 August 1937 (transit through Budapest on ? 

August 1937) to Buenos Aires, Argentina.   

(Total franking: 3P 90f for the 5 gm letter rate of 40f plus the single increment  

air mail surcharge of 3P 50f.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8.  Fifth Rate Period Letter, Posted at Budapest, 23 November 1938 to Santiago, Chile.   

(Total franking: 3P 70f for the 5 gm letter rate of 40f plus a single increment air mail surcharge of 3P 30f.)  
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Figure 9.  Fifth Rate Period Letter, Posted at Budapest, 1? April 1940 to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.   

(Total franking: 6P 00f for the 10 gm letter rate of 40f plus the air mail surcharge of 5P 60f /2 x 2P 80f/ for 2 
weight increments of 5 gm.)  

 

/On the subject of airmail, a parallel note: Judy Kennett of Canberra, Australia, wrote to me 
wondering when the Hungarian Post Office started accepting airmail letters for delivery to Australia 
and New Zealand.  She is especially interested in finding the date that such regulation was publicized. 
In previous articles published in The News, she documented KLM service along the eastern route 
from Europe to India and the Dutch East Indies.  She also has an inaugural cover for the expanded 
service to Australia.  KLM made the first flight from Batavia, Java, to Sydney on 5 July 1938.  Any 
information on this subject would be welcome c/o the Society’s postal address or e-mail to: 
 jkennett@tpg.com.au or kohalmi@juno.com.  Ed./ 
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EDITOR’S NOTES 
 
 I’m pleased to report that the Society for Hungarian Philately continues to receive exposure 
in publications, both philatelic and otherwise.  The September 2001 issue of Art History published 
an article by Elizabeth Marlowe of Columbia University titled, Cold War Illuminations of the 
Classical Past: ‘The Sound and Light Show’ on the Athenian Acropolis.  Our members might wonder 
how this ties in with our favorite avocation; rest assured, it does.  Ms. Marlowe contacted us through 
the SHP website for information on the Imre Nagy stamps issued by Greece in 1959 in response to a 
Soviet stamp picturing Manolis Glezos with the Athenian Acropolis in the background.  I was able to 
provide her with a published reference article, which she used in her research.  I, too, learned that the 
inscription ΕΛΕΥΘΕΡΙΑ ΕΙΣ ΤΟΥΣ ΛΑΟΥΣ on the Greek stamp means ‘Liberty to the People.’  
The Soviet Glezos stamp was issued on 12 November 1959 and was inscribed with the slogan 
‘Liberty to the Greek Patriots’ in Russian.  The Greek Nagy stamps appeared on 8 December 1959.  
Both countries’ post offices withdrew the stamps from sale shortly after issue since each issue 
literally stepped on diplomatic toes. 
 The November 19, 2001 edition of Linn’s Stamp News reported that our distinguished 
member Gary Ryan of Middlesex, England, donated his Hungarian revenue collection to the British 
Library.  Mr. Ryan is a signatory of the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists and a fellow of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of London.  His collection consisted of seven volumes of Budapest municipal 
revenues.  Highlights of the collection are on display at St. Pancreas in London.  The balance of the 
material is available for research by appointment. 
 The same issue of Linn’s carried Anthony B. Muller’s synopsis of the expert forger PAPE 
in the Forum Update article.  Mr. Muller related that Pape was the managing director of Géza 
Tarján’s stamp export company marketing forged Hungarian occupation overprints in Hamburg.  
Pape applied his ‘mark’ to the backs of most, but not all, counterfeit stamps and some genuine issues.  
On counterfeit stamps, his mark is light purple in color and sloppily applied in the lower-right corner.  
On the backs of genuine stamps, the mark is frequently black or dark purple and is carefully 
positioned, but not always in the lower right corner.  The article also quoted Dr. Varro Tyler’s Focus 
on Forgeries published by Linn’s in 1991.  Mr. Tyler summed up the PAPE mark as follows: At 
least 95 percent of the items marked are forgeries.  The forgeries are also found signed on the back 
by the Szekulas, and the better items are accompanied by fake certificates of genuineness prepared by 
Tarján. 
 In the October 2001 issue of Bélyegvilág, Dr. Dezsö Soóky wrote a lengthy review of the 
Apr-June 2001 issue of The News.  In his review, Dr. Soóky detailed the two articles about the 
Hungarian Peace delegation to the Paris Peace Conference and its related postal history.  He 
highlighted the article about the AUT-perforation rarities and commented on our efforts to identify 
fake Second Inflation material.  He also mentioned the interesting First Inflation cover to Japan, the 
book reviews of Szabó-Antal’s reprinted Baranya work and the book on Hungarian bisects, the 
interview with Attila Héjja, and the article on newly discovered Lajtabánság overprint varieties. 

Continuing with our SHP-related philatelic press gleanings, the December 2001 issue of the 
American Philatelist published an article by our member Alfred F. Kugel, who specializes in 
military postal history.  The article was titled The Postal History of the 1914 U.S. Intervention at Vera 
Cruz.  Mr. Kugel has exhibited nationally and internationally and currently serves as a director of the 
Military Postal History Society. 

The January 2002 issue of the American Philatelist published an interesting article by 
William G. Genzler titled Austro-Hungarian Infantry and Cohort Forces, 1914-1918.  The article 
focused on identifying the different military units of Dual Monarchy and used field post cancellation 
for illustrations.  Unfortunately, my understanding of the strict delineation between the two 
independent countries of Austria and Hungary, united under one ruler and acting jointly only in 
foreign affairs, was woefully scrambled after reading the article.  The author’s fairly cavalier use of 
mixing German words with Hungarian to describe Hungarian units added to my confusion.  The 
Compromise of 1867 assured a separate Hungarian army with Hungarian as the language of 
command.  Also, during the war, the battalions were drafted regionally, assuring of an almost pure 
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ethnic composition of each.  Since I don’t claim to be a military expert, I won’t belabor this issue.  I 
do want to point out that the confusion is probably rooted in the author’s references also. 

In the January 2002 issue of Bélyegvilág, Dr. 
Dezsö Soóky devoted over two columns to the review of 
our Jul-Sep 2001 issue.  In the first two paragraphs, he 
discussed Dénes Czirók’s study of the mixed krajcár-
turul frankings from 1900.  Next, he analyzed Dr. 
Andrew Munster’s discussion of the dove-covers, which 
make up the shortest franking (10 days only) period in 
Hungarian postal history.  He expressed great interest in 
my article about my experiences relating to fake and 
fantasy material offered on the Internet’s e-Bay and in 
Hungarian auctions.  Finally, Finally, he complimented 
Anthony Muller for the fine timeline study of the 
Baranya I overprints.  In conclusion, Dr. Soóky stated, in 
italics, that this issue was the crowning achievement of 
the (Hungarian) philatelists from the United States.  I 
would like to thank him for the kudos and to add my 
congratulations to all of our contributors as well!  

One last issue for the soapbox:  the page I left 
blank intentionally in the previous issue made a point 
with the readers.  The 36-pages in this publication are a 
testament to our membership’s sincerity in supporting 
this publication!  However, I still need to urge our 
contributors to           PLEASE, PAY ATTENTION TO 
THE QUALITY OF THE PHOTOCOPIES THAT YOU 
SUBMIT ALONG WITH ARTICLES FOR 
PUBLICATION!  Photocopies that are dark and look bad 
coming out of the copier will look worse when they are 
reproduced on the pages of this newsletter.  I need copies 
with good contrast, uniform shading, and clear detail.  
Thank you! 
       
    Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

NEW ISSUES FOR 2001 

Issue Date: 15 August 2001 

The Holy Crown of Hungary 

Face value: HUF 2001.  Size: 105 x  75mm. 

Designer: Imre Benedek, relief engraved by József 

Török.  The design depicts the Hungarian Crown 

superimposed on a map of Historical Hungary.  The 

crown was printed in relief using gold foil.  A list of all of 

the places where the crown was stored, including its next-

to-last ‘home’ in exile in Ft. Knox, KY, appears on the 

left side of the sheet.  Also, a list of all crowned heads of 

Hungary is printed on the sheet with UV-sensitive ink.  

The sheet was perforated using a laser application.  

Additionally, the word POSTA appears in the upper left 

corner if the sheet is held slanted to the light.  

 

 



The News of Hungarian Philately 

Jan-March 2002 

30 

Production details: Printed using the offset method plus 

embossing by the State Printing Office, Ltd.  Total 

number of sheets issued with serial numbers: 150,000.  

Hungarian Statehood Millennium (2nd Series) 

Face value: HUF 500 (10 x HUF 50).  Size: 40 x 30mm 

(stamp), 214 x 50mm (small sheet). 

Designer: Ferenc Svindt.  The individual stamp designs, 

which are complemented by designs in the sheet 

margins, depict persons from Hungarian history from 

the 18th century through the 21st century, starting with 

Ferenc Rákóczi’s manifesto through King Maria 

Theresia, Count István Széchenyi, Lajos Kossuth, János 

Arany, Albert Szentgyörgyi, and Bishop Baron Vilmos 

Apor.  One stamp designs tells the tragic history of 

World War I and Trianon; another, the horrible 

destruction of Hungary’s population and national 

wealth wreaked by World War II; still another, the 

turbulent 1950s including the brief encounter with 

freedom in October-November, 1956.  For me, the last 

stamp in the series is most emotionally charged: it 

depicts the Hungarian Millennium Flag waving behind 

two smiling Hungarian children, looking into the future; 

and, hopefully, halting the ethnographic decline of the 

Magyars. 

Production details: Printed in offset by the Banknote 

printers, Ltd. in an edition of 200,000 sheets. 

 

 

Issue date: 17 August 2001 

Hungarian Viniculture 

Face value: HUF 60, 70.  Size: 40 x 30mm. 

Designer: Pál Varga.  The designs depict clusters of grapes and other characteristic views of the 

Pannonhalma-Sokoróalja and the Balatonboglár grape-growing regions. 

Production details: Printed sheets of 50 using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd.  The total 

number of sets issued was 200,000. 

Issue date: 9 October 2001 

Charity and Good Will 

Face value: HUF 10.  Size: 31.7 x 26.7mm. 

Designer: Imre Benedek, based on a photograph by József Hajdu.  The design reproduced the 30m2 

size Guinness World Record stamp mosaic created by Hungarian children under the sponsorship of 

the Hungarian Post. 

Production details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in quantities required by postal 

demand. 

 

 



 
HUNGARIAN STAMPS FOR SALE 

 
 

Different and unusual items seldom offered for sale 
- net priced from $50 to $5000 

 
Little Gems of Hungary 

Austria & Hungary Naval Covers 

Hungary Philatelic Literature 

Also, on our Millennium Sale List, better Hungary stamps 

are offered at 60% Scott. 

 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A VIEW IN FULL COLOR AT:      

www.northstamp.com 

Or send for lists: 

Northland Co., Box 34, Verona, NJ 07044 

(973) 746-7982 

since 1975        ASDA 
 

 

SPECIAL AUCTION ANNOUNCEMENT: The Society for Hungarian Philately has 

been commissioned to offer for sale in public auction an outstanding, gold-medal winner 

collection of covers of the 1945/46 hyperinflation.  The collection contains 128 choice 

items (8 frames) and will be offered in two parts.  The first will be held in the spring with 

the closing date 1 May 2002.  This auction is separate from the regular quarterly auctions 

and catalogs will be sent only upon request.  Members of our society who are interested in 

obtaining a catalog of the auction should contact the auction chairperson:  Emmerich 

Vamos,  8722 Belladona Road, Riverside, CA 92508 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

RECONSTRUCTED  

MÁRIA VALÉRIA DANUBE BRIDGE 

ESZTERGOM – ŠTÚROVO / PÁRKÁNY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
SLOVAK – HUNGARIAN JOINT ISSUE 

ON SOUVENIR CARD 

 

 

 

 

 

 


