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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

By H. Alan Hoover 
 

Our annual show participation at NAPEX is now over.  Seven SHP members exhibited and 
we made a good showing with three gold, three vermeil, and one silver medals.  Congratulations to all 
of our participants and thank you for representing our Society in this venue.  Our next event is now 
less than a year away, and the recruiting has begun for STAMPSHOW in August 2003 to be held in 
Columbus OH.  Please consider exhibiting and attending. 

At our society table at NAPEX, 16 SHP members signed in from throughout the US.  One 
new member joined us, too.  See the separate article recapping NAPEX in this issue. 

The Executive Board has been busy serving you, our membership.  Time has passed and our 
term as officers is ending.  Information on a proposed bylaw change recommended by the Board re-
garding Officer terms and call for nominations can be found on page 22 of the newsletter.  Please 
carefully read the proposed change and if you object, contact any of the officers with your objection.  
The change will be implemented if no challenges are made from the membership.  Also, please sup-
port your Society by nominating any candidates.  Ballots will be distributed with the October-
December 2002 issue of The News. 

Our binding project of our past issues is finally complete for most of the volumes.  A separate 
article within describes the availability.  Please consider purchasing these to fill your library with our 
publication for your research.  Also, consider donating any of your old copies of the newsletters if 
you wish to support this project for the society.  Contact me if this is something you can do. 

The special society auction of a member’s award winning Inflation collection is still in pro-
cess.  See the details or contact the society auction person, Emmerich Vamos, if you collect this area 
and are interested in any of the fabulous material. 

The SLOVENSKO 2002 show in Bratislava, Slovakia, held between July 4th and 10th, had 
wonderful participation from Hungary!  I spent much time with our member Gábor Visnyovszki who 
was the Hungarian National Commissioner.  We discussed everything from the hot weather in Europe 
to the details on many of the Hungarian exhibits.  He is such a distinguished man, fellow philatelist, 
and statesman for the advancement of Hungarian philately!  Thank you, Gábor, for the autographed 
copy of your 1996 book; I shall cherish it and remember you often when using it.  Sad to say, only a 
few countries were asked to participate in SLOVENSKO 2002, and most concentrated on Czech or 
Slovak material.  A detailed write-up on this can be found in the back of this issue.  

Until next issue, I wish you the best in your philatelic activities and keep stampin’!  
 

 
 

KUDOS AND WELCOME 
 

  Congratulations to our prolific exhibitor-member Alfred F. Kugel for his continued success-
es at exhibitions.  Three of Mr. Kugel’s single-frame exhibits (The US Intervention in Northern Mex-
ico 1916-1917, The AEF Booklet Pane Stamps of 1917, and The US Postal Agency in Shanghai: Reg-
istered Mail 1899-1922) were displayed in the prix d’honneur at the Ameristamp Expo.  At the same 
show, Mr. Kugel won golds with Australian Contingent in the Anglo-Boer War and Canadian Con-
tingents in the Anglo-Boer War and a vermeil with New Zealand Contingents in the Anglo-Boer War.  
At the St. Louis Stamp Expo, Mr. Kugel received a gold for Postal History of the American Forces in 
China, 1900-1941.  At Texpex, Mr. Kugel received a gold and the Military Postal History Society’s 
grand award for American Intervention in the Caribbean, 1906-1934.  He also received three vermeil 
medals for one-frame exhibits titled APO Mail to Foreign Destinations, Mail of the AEF to Foreign 
Destinations, and The Boer Occupation of British South Africa, 1899-1900.  Mr. Kugel received a 
gold medals at Texpex for American Intervention in the Caribbean, 1906-1934, Mail of the AEF to 
Foreign Destinations (one-frame), The Boer Occupation of British South Africa (one-frame), 1899-
1900, and APO Mail to Foreign Destinations (one-frame).  Mr. Kugel received vermeil medals at the 
Postage Stamp Mega-Event with The Postal History of Albania, 1900-1935,  Uses of the United 
States Registry Stamp of 1911 (one-frame), and Uses of the United States Parcel Post  Stamps of 1913 
(one-frame). 



The News of Hungarian Philately 

   2  July-September 2002 

Henry Hahn won a silver medal and the American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors 
award at the March Party with Czechoslovak Army and Air Force in Great Britain.  Dr. Andrew 
Munster won a vermeil medal and the AAMS vermeil at the St. Louis Stamp Expo with Early Air-
mails of Hungary.  Charles Rejto received a bronze medal at the Rhode Island Stamp Show for My 
Philatelic Art Collection.  Robert Jensen received a silver medal at Lancopex for his exhibit, Hun-
garian Aerogrammes.  Dr. Andrew Munster received a gold medal at the Postage Stamp Mega-
Event with Early Airmails of Hungary. 

Congratulations to SHP members Gábor Visnyovszki and Gábor Voloncs for being elected 
President and Vice-President, respectively, of MAFITT for the 2002-2006 term. 

Welcome to the following new members, who joined SHP recently: Mary Bell of Bay City, 
MI; James Fletcher of Sterling, VA; Col. David P. Garner, USMC (Ret) of Lake ridge, VA; Mar-
garet Magyar of Canaan, CT; John S. Miskievich of Clifton, NJ; James Simon of Dunn-Loring, 
VA; and John Stubits of Farmington Hills, MI. 

 
 
 

LETTERS TO THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Mr. Hoover! 
 

Would you extend to the members of the Executive Board of the Society for Hungarian Phi-
lately my thanks and appreciation for extending to me a life membership in SHP? 

My collection in Hungarian stamps has never developed to exhibitor’s status, nor my 
knowledge sufficient to provide articles to our news bulletin.  Nevertheless, through the years of col-
lecting Hungarian issues, it has provided me, as well as I am sure, all of our members, many hours of 
enjoyment and pleasure.  I have thoroughly enjoyed receiving The News of Hungarian Philately 
through the years, and find my association with S.H.P. most rewarding. 

Once again, my thanks for the honor of my Life Membership. 
 
Yours in gratitude, 

 
D. Calladine, Member #167 

 
Dear Mr. Hoover! 

 
I have just received the wonderful surprise of an Honorary Life Membership in the Society 

for Hungarian Philately.  Thank you very much.  I really appreciate this honor, and am very pleased 
to have been so recognized.  I have gotten a lot of pleasure out of collecting Hungarian stamps for 
these 30 years, and it just would not have been possible without SHP.  So I am most grateful for all 
that the leaders of the club have done over the years.  Please convey my appreciation to all the other 
members of the Board.   

 
Thanks again, 

G. Franklin Miller 
 
 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 

Dear Mr. Kohalmi! 
 

 Today I am writing to tell you I am very well pleased with the new format of our quarterly 
journal.  For me it is exactly as our President has written “enables those of us who struggle with 
weaker eyes to see the material much more sharply.”  I also wish to say our journal is well written and 
thank you for your efforts. 
 

Sincerely, 
John J. Nussbickel 
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THE CHANGELING /Conclusion/ 
 

© 1991 by Dick Stark 
 

/The following is a sample short story from the book 
Philatemania.  Copies of the 304-page book are 
available from the author for $15 plus $3 postage and 
handling: Dick Stark, 18 College Drive, Stony Brook, 
NY 11790 USA/ 

 

 Over the next months, Stephen researched George’s 
claim.  He made calls all over the country to noted collectors 
of Hungary and learned that it was possible to chemically al-
ter the common stamp, just as George said.  Now Stephen 
would always have doubts about his valuable error.  He was 
afraid to ship his stamp to Hungary for expertizing because 
of the very real threat of theft or damage, so he’d just have to 
live with his doubts.  Damn that George! 
 Just before his scheduled visit to Connecticut in Oc-
tober, Stephen made two firm decisions.  First, this practical 

joke nonsense back and forth must stop.  He would begin his visit to George by apologizing for start-
ing it and exchange promises to end the one-upmanship.  That done, Stephen would insist on the truth 
about his Nagymánya stamp. 
 However, to prove conclusively that George was being honest, Stephen knew he had to do 
something dramatic to force the truth from his friend and resolve those doubts forever. 
 But what can 1 do? 
 The summer months passed and with the excitement of a Bermuda vacation with Karen in 
August, Stephen’s dilemma was forgotten.  By September, he put his mind to the task again and 
worked out a solution that was satisfying, although bearing a certain risk. 
 Finally, the second week of October came and he was on his way to Connecticut. 
 Standing at the rail of the ferry to Bridgeport gazing out at the choppy waters of Long Island 
Sound, Stephen reconsidered the scheme he’d devised.  It would settle the question of the Nagymánya 
stamp once and for all, if only he had the guts to go through with the deception he’d planned. 
  As the ferry neared the slip, Stephen felt a momentary panic.  His laid-back lifestyle seldom 
allowed for such decisive actions and so he forced himself to consider the idea one more time. 
 First, on the ride to Fairfield with George, he’d have to be utterly convincing about his apolo-
gy.  Lord knows he meant to stop his own foolish behavior and hoped he could persuade George to do 
the same, to end the game that was surely destroying their friendship.  But whatever the outcome, the 
second phase would have to proceed at the opportune moment. 
 The delightful fall weather seemed a good omen for the visit. 
 Disembarking, Stephen looked for the Sekely’s gold Lexus.  He spotted the car near the ferry 
terminal and walked over.  
 The passenger door was open and Stephen slid in.  
 “George, on time as usual.” 
 “Of course.  I want this visit to go well, start to finish.” 
 “My wish also.”  The smooth-riding sedan moved toward the ramp leading to the Fairfield 
highway.  After a brief pause to gather his resolve, Stephen began.  “George, there’s something I must 
say to clear the air between us.” 
 The host glanced quickly at his passenger, then back to the road ahead.  “What’s on your 
mind?” 
 “These last couple of years something has changed between us, a competition of sorts... it’s 
hard to explain.” 
 George smiled.  “Say no more, my friend, I understand.  We’ve become too critical and impa-
tient; mid-life crisis, I’d call it.  And this has spilled over to affect our relationship.” 
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 “My view exactly.  I want to apologize for starting it all two years ago and for falsely calling 
your Debrecen collection a bunch of fakes.” 
 George nodded.  “It took weeks of study to prove to myself that they were all genuine.  
That’s why I pulled that stunt with your Nagymánya stamp, to teach you a lesson.” 
 “And you certainly did.  Now this nonsense must stop, right?” 
 “Certainly.  I agree one-hundred percent!” 
 After a long, companionable silence, they reached George’s street and pulled into his drive-
way.  When the car stopped, Stephen said, “Just so I understand.  Are you saying that my Nagymánya 
is genuine after all?  You have no doubts, even though that changeling business is a real possibility, 
as you pointed out.” 
 “Of course the stamp is genuine.  Just sand in your face, as they say.” 
 “I can accept that,” Stephen said quietly.  
 “Good.  Now let’s forget the whole matter and enjoy our visit.” 
 Stephen, carrying his usual small suitcase containing a couple of stamp albums, walked to-
ward the house alongside his host.  “I’m glad we had this talk.” 
 George just grunted his agreement, evidently embarrassed by the first truly personal discus-
sion they’d ever had. 
 Margaret greeted them at the front door with a bright smile.  “Wash up, then come to the ta-
ble.  I’m ready to serve my special goulash: veal and vegetables.” 
 The lunch was congenial and the three of them chatted warmly as they enjoyed the Hungarian 
meal.  Stephen wiped up every speck of gravy with the delicious homemade bread that George took 
pride in baking. 
 When the table was cleared, Margaret disappeared into her private office at the back of the 
house as the two men brought out their albums.  After an hour of showing each other the new stamps 
they’d acquired in the past six months and the pages they had designed to exhibit the stamps, Stephen 
cleared his throat.  
 “George, put that album down.  We have to settle one thing now, to truly clear the air.” 
 The host frowned.  “What are you talking about?” 
 “The Nagymánya matter.  I must have proof that my error is indeed genuine.” 
 George looked puzzled.  “I’ve explained it was all a practical joke to get even for your calling 
my Debrecen stamps fakes.  Just had to teach you a lesson, don’t you see that?” 
 “Of course, fair is fair.  But when I learned from others that chemical altering is possible on 
the common green stamp, I was really worried about my error.  Your performance last April was 
flawless.” 
 George chuckled.  “I agree.  Haven’t had so much fun in years.”  
 “So there’s no doubt my Nagymánya is genuine?”  
 “Far as I know.” 
 “What about that 70 fillér brown stamp you showed me, without the overprint?  It looked ex-
actly like my error.  You said you’d made it from the cheap green stamp.” 
 “And so I did.  Of course, if you examined it very carefully, you’d see the slight differences.  
I was unable to make an exact copy,” George explained. 
 “So you really don’t own a Nagymánya yourself?”  
 “Unfortunately not.  I bid on the Gary Ryan copy offered in Zürich last year, but didn’t get 
it,” George said quietly as his left eyelid flickered. 
 Stephen stared at his host for a long moment after noticing that telltale twitch.  He decided it 
didn’t mean anything.  “I must be sure.  Otherwise, I’ll always have doubts about my stamp.”  
 George threw out his hands.  “What more can I do?” 
 “Get your stockbook out.  I’d like to examine that altered stamp again.  See those slight dif-
ferences you mentioned.” 
 “All right.” 
 George left the table and went into his den.  When he didn’t return promptly, Stephen called 
out, “What’s the problem?’ 
 A shout from inside.  “Coming!”  A minute later, at the dining room table, George opened the 
small stockbook and withdrew a brown 70 fillér stamp depicting the crown of Hungary, but without 
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the red overprint. 
 Stephen took out his copy of the famous error from a stock-book and laid the two side by 
side.  Each stamp, for protection, was enclosed in a clear plastic mount open on three sides.  He bent 
over the pair for some time, peering at the stamps with his high-power magnifier. 
 “They both look the same to me,” he observed. 
 From across the table, George chuckled.  “It takes an expert chemist to create the fake and an 
expert philatelist to tell the difference.” 
 “Well, I can’t.  Guess I’ll just have to take your word.” 
 “Smart choice.  Then the matter is closed?” 
 Stephen nodded.  “Of course.  May I keep the fake you made as a souvenir?” 
 “No!”  George snapped.  Then he added casually, “I’d prefer to keep it myself.” 
 “Okay.”  Stephen lifted his friend’s stamp with his tongs and reached his hand across the ta-
ble as if to return it.  Suddenly the stamp, still in its mount, slipped from his grasp and fluttered to the 
floor. 
 “Hey, be careful!”  George barked.  When Stephen reached down to pick up the stamp, which 
had become separated from the mount, with his bare fingers, George drew a quick breath.  “What are 
you doing?” 
 Stephen held the stamp in his palm.  “If this is just a fake, why are you worried about how I 
handle it?”  For once, George had no glib answer.  “I think this fake should be destroyed!”  Without 
giving George a chance to stop him, Stephen ripped the stamp into tiny fragments, then crumpled the 
pieces in his fingers. 
 George’s face blazed and his eyes bulged.  “You fool!  How could you do that to me?  That 
stamp was a genuine Nagymánya error.” 
 “Then you lied to me!”  Stephen burst out triumphantly.  
 “No!”  After a long pause, George grinned wanly.  “Okay, I guess I did.  I couldn’t make a 
passable fake for my charade last April, so I bought a copy from that dealer in New Jersey.  Cost me 
over six thousand dollars.  And now you’ve destroyed it.”  His body sagged in his chair. 
 Stephen smiled sadly.  “If you’d been honest with me, this wouldn’t have happened.  I’m sor-
ry, but you have only yourself to blame.” 
 George seemed ready to explode.  “Damn, damn, damn!”  He glared at Stephen with such fu-
ry that if there’d been a weapon handy, no one could predict what might have happened next. 
 Stephen had succeeded with his plan and now he felt it was time to close the circle and end 
the whole stressful affair.  “George, I want you to calm down and listen to me.” 
 “Why should I?  After the crime you’ve just committed.”  
 “It’s not what it seems.” 
 George peered cautiously at his guest.  “What do you mean?” 
 Stephen held up his hand and opened his fist.  “Take a good look at these pieces.” 
 “Oh, my God!”  George exclaimed, after carefully checking the fragments of the stamp Ste-
phen had torn up.  “That’s not the Nagymánya error.  I can see the red overprint.  It’s just the common 
brown stamp!” 
 Stephen grinned.  “Yes.  When I reached under the table, I slid your stamp under my other 
stockbook which I’d left there by my foot.  Then I pulled out the substitute to destroy.” 
 George shook his head in wonder.  “My stamp ... is safe?” he asked hesitantly, his face death-
ly pale. 
 “Certainly.  Here it is.” 
 Stephen reached down and moved the stockbook which had remained under the table by his 
foot.  With care he gripped the stamp, still in its protective mount, with his tongs.  He laid it reverent-
ly in front of George, who sat motionless for a long time, staring down at his treasure. 
 Finally, after examining the rare error carefully, he murmured, “Yes!  It’s fine, it’s fine.”  He 
glanced at Stephen.  “You devil!  I almost had a heart attack.”  
 “I owe you a great apology, George, for making you suffer through my trick.  But I felt it was 
necessary, for two reasons.  First, to prove conclusively that my Nagymánya was genuine.” 
 George smiled, now that he’d regained his color and could breathe normally again.  “And the 
second reason?” 
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 “To teach you - both of us - that this series of escalating practical jokes was getting out of 
hand and could be terribly dangerous to our friendship, our pocketbook; even to our health.” 
 “I couldn’t agree with you more, Stephen.”  With that, George extended his arm across the 
table.  The two men shook hands warmly. 
 At that moment, Margaret walked into the dining area, smiling with surprise.  ‘My, my.  You 
two look as if you’ve just come to an important agreement!” 
 Stephen grinned.  “Perceptive observation.” 
 She laughed.  “Ready for my special dessert of palacsinta?”  (pancakes with sweet fillings).  
Both men nodded eagerly and she left for the kitchen. 
 When they were alone, Stephen asked, “So … no more tricks on either side?” 
 “Absolutely not.  Never again!”  George proclaimed with a warm smile, his smooth, round 
face a portrait of the gracious host. 
 The single twitch of his left eyelid was virtually imperceptible. 

 
 

THE STAMPS OF BARANYA  (Part 10) 
 

by Dr. Paul J. Szilagyi 
 

In the Jan-Mar 2002 issue of The News, Dr. A. B. Müller and I made several corrections and 
adjustments to our understanding of the Baranya overprints in the article titled Stamps of Baranya 
(Part 9).  In the same issue, our distinguished Editor, a Baranya collector himself, presented several 
additional observations about the article and the overprinted stamps in general. 

The Editor’s main concern was the practical ways to distinguish between the two types of 
machine overprints, especially in cases where the written record does not seem to support the availa-
ble philatelic material.  For example, he cited the 15f harvester with black overprint and the 45f/2f re-
valued harvester overprint.  If you read the quoted previous article on this subject, you may noticed, 
that I had avoided the characterization of the 15f harvester, as well as several other stamps.  But, there 
is reason to the madness!  Before I attempt to clarify the case of the 15f harvester stamp, I wish to ex-
plain some of the background for my thinking... 
  At the bottom of the table (on page 20 of the Jan-Mar 2002 issue), Csaba states that the tables 
are based on the composite ‘information’ of Surányi/Solti/Szilagyi/Müller references.  This is an im-
possibility!  I had broken down and tried to clarify the overprints by types and groups.  What I mean 
is this: in the referenced tables there are many mistakes.  Some of these were corrected; others were 
copied by authors of ‘new’ articles and in summation created considerable confusion.  Starting with 
Surányi’s table there are more than typographical errors in the table, such as 

 Harvester 6f (red) #17 = there were 18,900 and not 189,000 stamps printed.  The Brainard 
catalogue had erroneously copied this. 

 Harvester 15f/45f #42 = there were 500,000 and not 50,000 stamps printed. 
 Harvester 3f  #12 = there were 50,000 and not 190,000 stamps printed. 

In my opinion there are even more mistakes, especially when in the error sheets, the usage of ma-
chines, and the particular colors.  It can be shown that Surányi’s numbers are not in agreement with 
the numbers recorded in the overprinting minutes listed at the end of his book.  Furthermore, most of 
his mistakes are also found in Szabó-Antal’s Tables.  There are also omissions in the tables.  So this 
is the reason why I believe some skepticism is in order.        
  Enter, the case celeb, the 15f harvester stamp.  It is Surányi #18, printed in 1,202 sheets on 
both machine.  The minutes for April 24th indicated 132 sheets of 15f were overprinted at 11:45 AM 
and for April 25th at 4:00 PM 1,070 (7) sheets overprinted on the quick press.  Both times the quick 
press (# 4) was used.  In addition, on April 25th it is clear that other stamps were overprinted on the 
pedal press at the same time.  From the minutes, it is clear that it could not been the 15f harvester is-
sue.  So the 1,334 (7) sheets were overprinted on the quick press.  Surányi's table states that there 
were 1,202 (3) sheets so overprinted on both machines.  In addition, there exist 15f harvesters, which 
at first inspection seem to be overprinted by the pedal machine.  But when?  Or, perhaps, we do not 
interpret the quick press overprint characteristics correctly and on the #4 press it looks somewhat dif-
ferent than on #3?  Were there 7 or 3 error sheets? 
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  This thought process can and should be applied to all 49 stamps.  There are numerous prob-
lems with the error sheets, the red color overprints, the printing machines applied and the inverted 
overprints.  In the Oct-Dec 1988 issue of The News, I described the favor overprints and added sev-
eral hitherto unknown items to the list.  With Dr. Müller, we also described two more stamps which 
were overprinted and remained intact in full sheets of these favor prints.  The Editor’s last table thus 
contains some omissions and errors. 
  In his commentary our Editor remarks that all roads lead back to Solti’s reports.  Not quite.  
Surányi’s data came from copying Szabó-Antal’s tables with its mistakes.  When he wrote his book 
only some of Solti’s material was available to him.  On the other hand, Szabó-Antal copied Joszt’s 
publication with its mistakes.  He also did not have a great collection.  Mr. J. Tegzes and Dr. Ernö 
Herrefurth, both of Pécs, did.  This was the material, along with Dr. Ettre’s collection that I was also 
able to obtain.  The source material available to me is not only the Surányi book and its minutes at the 
end, but the original minutes and Solti’s hand written notes along with a suitcase full of miscellaneous 
original material from Solti’s estate. 
 

The Favor Prints 
 

Twenty sheets of the 45f/15f Charles stamp (Surányi VII, Brainard DP5) were overprinted.  These 
stamps were overprinted on April 17th at 5:00PM.  According to the Surányi book (p. 23), the 6 
sheets owned by Postal Director Szabon were overprinted first.  These were placed inverted into the 
machine; hence the six inverted 45f/15f Charles sheets.  Three of these sheets survived intact to this 
day.  At 5:10PM, 10 sheets owned by Mr. Solti were overprinted oriented normally; and at 5:20PM 
another 10 sheets from Mr. Fábián’s stock were overprinted similarly.  I know of about eight com-
plete sheets that survived to date from these 20 sheets! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1.  45f Surcharge on 2f Harvester Overprinted Sideways (Favor Print XI).  (Photographically cropped 

from a full sheet.) 
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Figure 2.  Unrecorded 80f Inverted Baranya Overprint (Favor Print XIIi) in a Block of 15 Stamps. 
 

The first ‘official’ stamps to be overprinted were the 15f harvester with the 45f, type 3 over-
print, plate B on the pedal press (amerikai taposó).  Trial prints were made at 5:40PM, after which the 
overprinting started in the presence of Mr. Szabon.  By 6:00PM 200 sheets were prepared (one sheet 
with double print) and the work continued until midnight.  At that time the printing was stopped and 
the 2,100 sheets (including 15 errors) were counted.  It is also clear that only the pedal press was used 
for all this work during the afternoon and evening.  The overprint on the full sheets exhibits a small 
displacement down on the right side when compared to the left side.  This confirms that the overprint-
ing of Favor Print VII was accomplished with the same plate and on the same machine before the ‘of-
ficial’ work started.  It is also clear that the intact sheets of Favor Prints VII and VIIi should show the 
same B plate displacement seen on the sheets of the 15f/45f harvester.  Both had to have been over-
printed on the pedal press.    

According to the minutes, work started on the overprinting of the 2f harvester on April 19th 
at 10:00AM.  Three sheets of 2f were overprinted crossways by accident.  There is no such entry in 
Surányi’s table, although there is a picture of the stamp on p. 32 of the book.  In Figure 1 I am illus-
trating a full sheet of this stamp.  /Unfortunately, I was unable to make a useable full-size scan of the 
author’s photocopied sheet.  I scanned the lower right corner for the illustration in Fig. 1.  Note the 
horizontal displacement of the overprint on fifth column of stamps from the left.  Ed./ According to 
our count, this should be Favor Print XI.  Notice that Table I lists only 180 stamps originating from 
two of the sheets, which, I assume, were broken up.  The 80f Turul (b) inverted (XIIi) on white paper 
also known both mint and cancelled (CTO), of which a block of 15 is shown in Figure 2.  I also have 
a single copy of this stamp with the overprint upright.  Several other full sheets of the ‘favor prints’ 
originated from the Solti estate and these are enumerated in Table I. 
 

Table I. 
 

 
# 

K 
e 
y 

Basic 
Stamp 

Value Over
print 
Type 

Over-
print 
color 

# of 
Sheets 

# of 
Intact 
Sheets 

# of 
Stamps 

Property  
of 

Date 
Printed  

I * Turul 2f 1 red 6 1 500 Heymann 24 April 

II * “ 60f 1 red 0.8 0 80 Heymann 24 April 

III * “ 60f 1 black 0.5 0 50 Heymann 24 April 

IV * Harvester / 2f 1 red 4 1 300 Heymann 24 April 
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Köztársaság 

V *** Charles IV 20f 1 red 3 0 300 Post Office 23 April 

VI * Zita 50f 1 red 1 0 100 Fábián 22 April 

VII * Charles IV 45f/15f 3 black 20 8 1200 Solti / 

Fábián 

17 April 

VIIi unr “ 45f/15f 3 black 6 3 300 Szabon 17 April 

VIII ** Zita /  

Köztársaság 

40f 4 black 1 0 100 Post Office 29 April 

IX ** Harvester 20f 4 black 1 1 0 Post Office 29 April 

X unr War Relief 15f+2f 4 black 1 1 0 Post Office 29 April 

XI ** Harvester 2f 3 black 3 1 180 Post Office 29 April 

XIIi unr Turul 80f 1 black 2 /?/ .15 /?/ 200 /?/ ? ? 
 

Key: 

* Favor prints ** Listed in the minutes *** trial printing (one sheet only) unr = unrecorded to date 
 
Notes: 

1. 2f Turul (I) = 2 sheets in the estate.  Both water and gum damaged on the left side.  One sheet 
survives intact. 

2. One sheet of 2f/Köztársaság (IV) out of 4 survives intact.  
3. Charles IV 45/15f (VII) out of 20 sheets, 8 survive. 
4. Charles IV inverted (VIIi) - not mentioned in literature - 3 sheets survive from 6. 
5. From the Solti estate, one sheet each of  # IX, X, XI survives intact with minor damage. 
6. Contrary to what is written in the Szabó-Antal translation (p. 30), the discussed 'favor' stamps 

were printed with official authorization.  The persons who owned the sheets of stamps had to 
pay into the treasury of the post office the value difference between the original face value 
and the revalue price of the stamps.  In the case of VII, this was 30 korona per sheet (see Su-
rányi, p. 24).  Most certainly these sheets were not acquired by the Eszék consortium! 

7. I only know of its existence of the Turul 80f (XIIi) in mint condition.  From the estate, I have 
the block of 15 (shown in Fig. 2) in my collection.  I have cancelled stamps with a Type 1 
overprint in the upright position.  According to philatelists of Pécs who still remembered the 
events from the past, these were prepared surreptitiously by the print shop employees when 
the plates were left in the machine.  The workers figured out how to overprint one or two 
sheets of these stamps with the machines in the locked-down mode.  Once this manipulation 
was discovered, the printing plates were removed from the presses after the work had stopped 
and placed in the vaults. 

 
The Turul Stamps 

 
The best example in illustrating the difficulty one faces in comparing the tables found in Su-

rányi's and Szabó-Antal’s books with the minutes of the printing log is the case of the Turul stamps.  
Fortunately there is no question about the which printing machines were used since all red overprints 
were done on the pedal press (amerikai taposó) and all black overprints on the quick press.  So what 
are the questions remaining? 

 
Table II. 

 
  overprint 

color 

# of sheets Errors (according to 

Surányi) 

Errors 

(minutes) 

50f Turul black 2304 16 14 

60f Turul black 542 2 1 

70f Turul black 1811 4 4 

6f Turul red 452 1 1 

70f Turul red 199 1 1 

80f Turul red 125 0 0 
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  That fact the spoiled (error) sheets differ slightly in the table is not a major problem.  Howev-
er, Surányi states on page 30 of his book that inverted printing of the 60f (black) and the 70f (red) are 
known.  Perhaps.  I had not seen any of these in 30 years of collecting.  On the other hand, I have 
blocks of 20 of the inverted 50f and 70f Turuls both with the black overprint (see Figures 3 & 4).  
Szabó-Antal also claims that there are 60f (black) and 70f(red) inverts known, basing his opinion on 
Joszt’s work.  In the translation of the Szabó-Antal book, Müller changed the 60f to a 50f Turul invert 
(p. 24), clearly without adequate support or perhaps as an oversight. 

 
The breakdown of what is know about 
the black error sheets is as follows: 
 50f (total of 14 sheets): invert-

ed, shifted up /a/, shifted up /b/, 2 
sheets printed on the back, one sheet 
large crease across the upper right 
corner; 

 60f (1 sheet): inverted overprint; 
 70f (total of 4 sheets): 1 sheet 

inverted, 1 sheet overprint shifted up. 
 

The similar breakdown for the red over-
prints is as follows:  
 6f   (1): overprint shifted 
 70f (1): inverted /?/ 
 80f (0): no errors 
 

 
  
 
 

Figure 3.  Block of 15 50f Turul with Inverted Black Overprint. 
 So, if there are 50f and 70f inverted 

Turuls with black overprint, are there al-
so 60f (black) and 70f (red) inverts as 
well?  Surányi did not, but Szabó-Antal 
did know about the 50f printed on the 
back of the sheet.  At least two such 
sheets were printed, and I have an intact 
sheet and several additional stamps.  The 
Solti estate also possessed an error 
(spoiled) sheet of 50f (black) where the 
upper left corner folded over and partial-
ly covered the sheet.  These stamps could 
not have been sent to the post office for 
sale to the public.   

As further evidence, I have the 
inverted 50f (black) single stamp on a 
letter with Miertl guarantee mark and 
with Ferenc Orbán's certificate (see Fig-
ures 5 & 6).  This stamp is not listed in 
the Magyar bélyegek kézikönyve or in 
the 2002 edition of the Magyar posta- és 
illetékbélyeg katalógus, and not even in 
Brainard’s catalogue. 

Figure 4. Block of 15 70f Turul with Inverted Black Overprint. 
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The Epilogue 
 

I cannot answer the original question of our Editor relating to the 15f harvester overprint.  
According to written records, it was done on the quick press machine.  The stamp looks as if it were 
printed by the pedal press.  Are we missing something?  Clearly, neither the minutes nor the Surányi 
or Szabó-Antal/Joszt books seem to be 100% correct.  There are several mistakes, omissions or non-
existent stamps are claimed to exist.  I believe that the research done by all of us gives an opportunity 
to clarify the Baranya issues a great deal more than what was done in the last 80 years.  Perhaps, this 
could become the crowning achievement of the Society in the service of Hungarian philately. 
  

 
 
 

Figure 5 (left).  50f Turul with Inverted Black 
Overprint on Cover. 

 
Figure 6 (below).  Certificate of Authenticity 
from Ferenc Orbán for the cover Shown in 
Figure 5. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference: 
Szilagyi, Dr. Paul J. & Müller, Dr. Anthony B., Stamps of Baranya (Part 9), Corrections and Enhancements,  

The News of Hungarian Philately, Jan-Mar 2002. 
 
 
 

BARANYA I OVERPRINT DATA CALL RESULTS 
 

 I think that the two tables (one listing the Baranya I overprints; the other, the trial and favor 
overprints) published in the Jan-Mar 2002 issue of The News continue to bear up well under scrutiny.  
I still maintain that the tables are truly based on data from the multiple sources identified, the discrep-
ancies of which were properly footnoted, and contain all of the information available at the time of 
publication.  The information contained in the first table is in total agreement with the quantities dis-
cussed by Dr. Szilagyi in the previous article for the three stamps in question, Surányi #s 12, 17, and 
42.  The second table listed the two new favor prints documented by Drs. Szilagyi and Müller.  In this 
issue’s preceding article, Dr. Szilagyi presented still more new favor prints for inclusion.  He reclassi-
fied a 2f Harvester overprinted sideways error as a ‘favor’ printing and publicized a previously unre-
corded find, the 80f Turul inverted overprint. 
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 I issued a data call to establish or disprove the existence of eight stamps, listed in the Surányi 
reference, which were not recorded in the minutes as having been printed on both the quick press and 
the pedal press.  These eight items were marked with a ‘§’ symbol and are re-listed below: 
 

Surányi # Stamp Printed on the Quick Press Printed on the Pedal Press 

10 2f Harvester, red § ? all 

12 3f Harvester, black all § ? 

14 5f Harvester, red § ? all 

15 5f Harvester, black all § ? 

18 15f Harvester, black all §   * 

20 25f Harvester, black §  * all 

21 35f Harvester, black § ? all 

40 45f/2f Harvester, black all §  * 
 
 Possible examples for three entries marked with an ‘*’ have surfaced. In the initial article, I 
illustrated the two stamps below on the left, #s18 & 40 printed on the pedal press.  I received one in-
put, shown below on the right, from Mr. Paul de Leeuw van Weenen, who submitted another exam-
ple of the 15f Harvester with pedal press characteristics and a 25f Harvester (#20) with quick press 
characteristics.  He stated that both of his stamps, just like mine, bear the boxed Miertl guarantee 
mark.  (His illustration is in color, so I’m hoping that it will reproduce well in black and white.) 
 If these examples are confirmed by a consensus of experts as having been printed on the ‘un-
recorded’ presses, then some of the dubious Surányi entries can be accepted.  That still doesn’t an-
swer the question about the stamps origins, however. 
 I also struck out two other stamps from the original list.  Both are red overprints supposedly 
originated on the quick press.  Since the quick press was not used to produce any recorded overprints 
using red ink, we can safely assume that the two entries (with the double line through them) were en-
tered in Laci Bácsi’s table as a result of some unknown, bogus information. 
 That leaves three ‘?’ marks for varieties that may exist but examples of which have not sur-
faced yet.  Consequently, I reiterate the call for more data on this subject as well as invite item-
specific corrections to the Baranya I tables contained in the Jan-Mar 2002 edition of The News. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Examples of the Baranya I Unrecorded Overprints Prepared on Alternate Presses 
 

 Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 
 
 

PASSAGES TO INDIA, PRE-WORLD WAR II 
 

These covers and a card have different levels of interest to students of postal history and the 
development of airmail routes, but I brought them together because of their destinations are the Asian 
countries of British India and Burma.  The places in the addresses are widely separated, and their lo-
cations may not be familiar to many.  So our Editor has kindly agreed to make the article more mean-
ingful by supplying a map with the destinations marked. 
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  Calcutta  
           

      Karachi 
 
 
 
              Rangoon 
 
 
 
                     Pondicherry 
 
 

 
The first item (see Figure 1), a picture postcard with a view of the Danube at Budapest, was 

sent to a traveler on a Peninsula and Orient (P and O) ocean liner bound for Rangoon, Burma (now 
called Myanmar).  The card was posted at Budapest 62 on 7 November 1929 and was backstamped at 
Rangoon on 3 December 1929.  ‘Poste restante’ indicates that the addressee was to collect the card at 
a post office, either at the Rangoon GPO or at the shipping company’s office. 

We notice that the card took 
just less than four weeks to reach its 
destination.  In the years prior to 
World War II, the P & O Company 
ran fast passenger and mail services 
to the British colonies in the East 
and to Australia and New Zealand 
via the Suez Canal.  Brindisi was an 
important stopping point in the 
Mediterranean for both passengers 
and mails, and this card would 
probably have joined a ship there.  
We notice that there are different 
signatures on the card under the 
message – greetings from friends 
left behind in Europe? 

 
Figure 1.  Post Card from Budapest to Rangoon, 1929. 
 
Figure 2 appears only in scanned form.  I found it offered in a UK postal auction earlier this 

year.  Despite bidding three times the reserve, I did not secure it.  Someone else found it more desira-
ble than I did.  Fortunately, I had asked the auctioneer for a computer scan – now the Editor has a rea-
sonable image with which to work. 

First, a little explanation is needed about the destination.  Pondicherry on the southeastern 
coast of the Indian Peninsula was founded originally as a trading post, part of a French area of influ-
ence in India.  Even after the British had gain ascendancy in India in the 18th century, it remained a 
French enclave, one of four along the eastern coast.  It was finally returned to India in 1954, many 
years after that country had achieved its independence. 

The cover was registered and posted in Vác on 13 November 1931 and was endorsed ‘Via 
Marseille’ or something like it (the words are now partly obscured by the Pondicherry registration la-
bel).  It was franked with two 40f and one 50f airmail stamps, making a total of 1.30 pengö.  I assume 
therefore that it was a heavy surface rate letter.  /Surface rate tariff was 40f per 20gm plus 20f for 
each additional 20gm increment.  Registration was 50f.  Therefore, 1.30P paid for a registered letter 
in the third weight increment.  Ed./  
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It was addressed to the British Con-
sulate at Pondicherry / Indes Francais [sic].  
The addressee had left, and the cover was 
re-directed in blue ink to ‘3rd Cavelary [sic] 
Meerut’.  In another hand, ‘Meerut’ was 
written in black and underlined, and the Vác 
registration label was crossed out.  A Pondi-
cherry registration label was applied, and an 
endorsement made above it.  Here we might 
expect that the French postal authorities 
would have added a postage due adhesive to 
pay the charge for re-direction to a foreign 
country, but it was not done in this case.  
Meerut is in India, northeast of Delhi, the 
nation’s capital city, and in British times it 
was an important military garrison town. 

On the back of the cover are two 
impressions from the Pondicherry post of-
fice, an oval with boxed date ‘INDE-
PONDICHERY 5 DEC 1931’, and a partial 
double circle cds ‘PONDICHERRY REG’ 
(the boxed date is not readable).  Most like-
ly, the cover would have traveled from Pon-
dicherry to Meerut by train, and its arrival 
was recorded by the double circle cds 
‘MEERUT / REG’ with boxed date ‘7 DEC 
31.’  There is another impression of the 
Meerut cds on what appears to be a printed 
paper label, which was placed partly over 
the  red  Hungarian  irredentist  label  on  the 

   Figure 2.  Cover from Vác to Pondicherry, India, 1931          flap of the envelope.      This  printed  postal  
label was later torn off, leaving only a small 
piece behind, not enough to sort out its pur-
pose.  

The sender put his return address details at the top of the envelope front.  At the top of the 
back, he put a written message, which I haven’t been able to read or translate, with his initials (D.D.) 
On the four corners of the back of the envelope are four brightly colored ‘labels’ which seem to date 
from the post-Trianon period.  They name Nagyvárad, Kassa, Pozsony, and Arad, and depict patriotic  
figures, such as Szent László.  Each has a monetary value indicated.  I have not seen propaganda la-
bels with values before and would like to hear from readers what their purpose was.  /Most likely, the 
‘value’ was the amount of donation made to the organization responsible for publishing the vignettes. 
The sender’s message ‘Használt bélyegeket küldök.  Beleegyezem a felbontásba. D.D. = I am sending 
used stamps.  I agree to opening. D.D.’ was added to facilitate customs inspection.  Ed./ 

The third cover (see Figure 3) was posted at Budapest 72 on 25 May 1936 and was cancelled 
at the airport in Mátyásföld later on the same day.  It was addressed to Calcutta in the eastern coast of 
India.  The sender used a Malért airmail envelope and marked it ‘Air de France,’ indicating that he 
expected that it would travel by that airline, which had a regular service in Eastern Europe, including 
Budapest, at that time.  The cover traveled as far as Karachi (now in Pakistan) by airmail, but there 
the etiquette was invalidated with a boxed ‘KARACHI / CANCELLED’ mark plus a date of ‘29 
MAY 36’ as best as I can make it out.  This line of the impression is light and falls on the darkest part 
of the etiquette.  Vic Berecz noted in his book (see Ref. 1) that the Imperial Airways (a British airline) 
ran a regular airmail service across India from Karachi to Calcutta starting in July 1933; however, the 
service was not available on that particular date (29 May 1936), so this cover would have traveled 
across India by train to Calcutta.  
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Unfortunately, the flap of the enve-
lope is partially missing and some of the 
sender’s details are gone.  The franking is 
1.80 pengö, made up of 2 x 72f airs, 1 x 16f 
air, and 1 x 20f Famous Hungarian stamps.  
This is the amount I would expect for the 
carriage of a 5gm airmail letter to an Asian 
country at this time.  /Airmail rates to Asia 
in the 1930s are poorly documented in the 
standard reference books.  A magyar bé-
lyegek kézikönyve references a 1931 airmail 
surcharge of 1.40P per 20gm to parts of 
Asia including Afghanistan.  Karachi (then 
in British India) could very well have been 
in the same zone.  The balance of the frank-
ing would have paid the 40f letter rate for 
20gm.  Ed./  Another very weak cds cancel, 
probably from Calcutta, is barely visible be-
tween the right hand 72f and the 16f stamps.  
Only the letters ‘G. P’ (from G.P.O.) plus 
part of the date (1 JU.. 19..) above are read-
able.  Below this is a machine cancel 
‘CALCUTTA 1 JUN 1937.’  The year is, of 
course, quite wrong.  It seems that the postal 
officer responsible for the date slugs was 
having a bad time just then!   

Finally, I have two covers from De-
brecen to Calcutta, which appear to be from 
a family correspondence.  Both are attractive 
printed airmail envelopes, with an Air 
France logo on the flap.  This shouldn’t be 
taken  as  firm  evidence  that  the   company  

         Figure 3.  Cover from Budapest to Calcutta, 1936           carried  the  covers,  however,  knowing  that 
both Air France and Royal Dutch Airlines 
(KLM) had regular services to Budapest 
during the 1930s.  More research would be 
needed to resolve that point. 

The first cover (see Figure 4) was posted at Debrecen 2 on 25 May 1938, and then cancelled 
at Budapest 20 Repülötér on 26 May 1938.  It was backstamped ‘CALCUTTA 6P.C. DELY. 30 
MAY 38’.  It has adhesives to the value of 1p 12f, which I think may be insufficient, but there is no 
sign of a ‘T’ marking, and no sign of deficient postage being collected.  The sender used stamps from 
two important issues that had come out on 1 January 1938 – the 900th death anniversary of Szent 
István (70f and 6f) and the 34th International Eucharistic Congress (20f and 16f).  Hence, we have the 
handwritten note ‘Chatolic [sic] Congress held in Budapest.’  

The second cover (see Figure 5) was posted at Debrecen 2 on 2 June 1938, and then can-
celled at Budapest 20 Repülötér on 4 June 1938.  It was backstamped ‘CALCUTTA 6P.C. DELY. 8 
JUN. 38’.  It has adhesives to the value of 1p 10f, and no sign of any deficiency in postage.  This con-
tinues to puzzle me.  Contemporary airmail letters to Australia and New Zealand at this time were 
franked 1p 80f, as was the 1936 cover above, and the cover to Ceylon (Sri Lanka) that I discussed in 
an earlier issue of The News of Hungarian Philately (see Ref. 2).  Perhaps the family members who 
sent and received these letters were fortunate that they were accepted and carried from Hungary to 
India without incurring any postage due charges.  /In this time period, the air mail surcharge to the 
United States was 80f per 5gm plus the regular letter fee of 40f.  The short transit time (4-5 days) for 
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these two covers would indicate that they traveled by air; however, they were probably underfranked.  
The search continues for reliable information on airmail rates to Asia and beyond.  Ed./   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.  Cover from Budapest to Calcutta, 1938 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 5.  Cover from Budapest to Calcutta, 1938      

 
Perhaps the best covers for postal historians are those that have some mystery remaining, 

where all the answers are not immediately obvious.  Some of these covers fall into that category.  I 
would like to hear from members about the labels on the back of the cover in Figure 2, and their 
comments on the differences in frankings between the covers in Figures 3, 4 and 5.  Please send your 
comments either to the Editor (for inclusion in the journal) or by email to me at jkennett@tpg.com.au. 
 
References: 
(1) Berecz, Victor G, Jr., The Pioneer Period of Hungarian Airmail, The American Airmail  

Society, 1996, pp. 5-39. 
(2) Kennett, Judith, Hungarian Mail to Ceylon and Beyond, The News of Hungarian Philately,  

Vol. 32, No 1, Jan-Mar 2001, p. 18. 

        Judy Kennett 
 
 

WHAT, WHERE AND HOW TO EXHIBIT 
 

 The what is simple – your philatelic material, be it stamps, covers, philatelic paraphernalia, 
whatever things philatelic you love and collect.  Be sure that the material is yours.  When you get ‘in-
to the big-time,’ you may receive requests from others to borrow your scarce material to boost their 
exhibit; and, conversely, offers from others to lend you material for your exhibit.  Apparently, this is 
fairly commonplace, but illegal according to the rules as well as unethical.  My advice is, don’t do it.   

  

  

mailto:jkennett@tpg.com.au
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 You might say, but how do I massage my general or simple material into something exhibit-
worthy?  The answer is, try to focus the material.  If you have a whole-world collection or even an ex-
tensive collection of a country that issued lots of stamps, you may have to decide what portion to 
show.  As an example, you may have an extensive collection of Germany.  Perhaps you could narrow 
the exhibit down to post-World War I inflation era or airmails.  On the other hand, if you have a col-
lection of a small country that issued only a couple of hundred stamps during its existence, then the 
whole subject may be worth exhibiting.  There are endless possibilities in the thematic area, but more 
on this subject later.  Arguably, this is the cheapest way to build up a world-class exhibit. 
 Where to exhibit?  It is a good idea to try a local show first in order to gain experience.  
Clubs, charitable and church organizations have many shows in towns which don’t have national 
shows.  Your town may be one of these places.  I have a gold medal exhibit which actually was first 
shown in its infancy at a Lions Club show locally.  My trophy is bigger and better that anything else I 
received nationally or internationally since.  Once you feel confident and have gained a little experi-
ence, you can enter a regional or national show.  The dates for these are listed regularly in Linn’s 
Stamp News and the American Philatelist.  Such information will help you decide the next step. 
 How – deciding on a category.  There are many categories that can be entered.  The oldest is 
the Traditional category, which usually tells the story of a stamp or a group of stamps from the early 
drawings (essays) and die proofs, through the illustration of the printing process, perforations, water-
marks, plate positions, flaws, and, finally, postal use which may illustrate rates, routes, overprints, etc.  
Postal History exhibits illustrate the development of rates, routes, and services in an area using covers 
and postmarks.  Thematic exhibits are very popular.  The inclusion of stamps, covers, and peripheral 
philatelic material is fairly liberally permitted as long as the exhibitor explains these elements in the 
Title Page.  Display, Revenue, Illustrated Mail, and Cinderella/Charity/Promotional categories are 
relatively new to the exhibit scene.  Display is the first official category created that permits the 
showing of non-philatelic material as long as it is relevant to the main philatelic theme of the exhibit. 
 At national shows, the minimum number of frames (containing 16 exhibit pages) usually is 
two while the maximum is ten.  The last category, called One Frame, is also fairly new.  I predict that 
this will become very popular with beginner exhibitors, because it allows for the showing of material 
while the exhibitor is still accumulating more. 
 In the next article I will examine the proper construction of the exhibit. 
       Andrew M. Munster, M.D. 

  
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY'S VISTULA FLOTILLA IN WORLD WAR I 

 
by Alfred F. Kugel 

 
One of the more "off the beaten track" stories of the Austro-Hungarian military during the 

First World War relates to the activities of a small collection of auxiliary gunboats operating along 
the Vistula River.     Prior to the war, of course, the Vistula was a major artery of commerce and com- 

munications flowing north from the 
Carpathian Mountains via Krakow 
in Austrian Galicia, past Warsaw in 
Russian Poland and through West 
Prussia into the Baltic Sea near 
Danzig.   Indeed, toward the south-
ern end of the river was the famous 
Dreikaiserreich-Ecke (or Three Em-
pires’ Corner) at the junction of the 
pre-1914 borders of the three major 
powers – Austria-Hungary, Germa-
ny, and Russia. 
Figure 1. Picture Postcard of the "Three 

Empires' Corner" Where the Borders of 

Austria-Hungary, Germany and Russia 

Came Together Prior to World War I.  
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The actual conflict was triggered when Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia on 28 July 
1914 as a punitive action in response to the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir to its 
thrones, by a Serbian nationalist in Sarajevo a month earlier.  At that point, the complex system of al-
liances that had been constructed by the great powers in Europe operated automatically to draw in 
other countries like dominoes.  Russia declared war on Austria to aid the Serbs, which required Ger-
many to come to the come to the support of its Austrian allies, and France to join in to back Russia.  
When the Germans invaded neutral Belgium to get at France, Great Britain declared war on Germany.  
Eventually, the conflict would involve tens of millions of men fighting on four continents, with loss 
of life and destruction of property on a scale previously unimaginable.  Interestingly, by the end of the 
war, all three empires had collapsed and faded into history. 

As to the Vistula Flotilla, this unit was created on 30 July 1914 when the Austro-Hungarian 
naval authorities commandeered a handful of river steamers, equipped them with armor plating and 
cannons, and deployed them to protect their shipping from Russian attacks.  In its first naval action, 
four of the flotilla’s gunboats: Dunajec, Melsztyn, Wanda and Wawel, participated in the capture of 
two Russian boats: Goplana and Nadwislania, in a raid on Bezesko Nowe.  Later, three more Russian 
vessels were captured: Planeta, Polonez and Steinkeller. 

Headquartered at Krakow and initially operating out of bases at Niepolomice and Nadbezezie 
in Galicia, the flotilla extended its activity northward after the successful campaign of 1915 when the 
Russians were driven out of Poland.  Later, the gunboats served as escorts (primarily against attacks 
by bandits) for the tugs and barges moving supplies for the military forces operating further the east. 

Like other members 
of the Austro-Hungarian 
military forces at the time, 
all of the sailors and other 
personnel of the flotilla 
could send cards and letters 
free of postage.  Other clas-
ses of mail were not free but 
had to pay domestic postage 
rates.  Thus, the only stamps 
seen on flotilla mail come 
on clippings from parcel 
address cards used to send 
packages home.  In order to 
qualify for the free franking, 
an official unit cachet had to 
be applied to the covers.  
Thus, a substantial variety 
of such markings were pro-
vided, some of which are 
very elusive. 

In order to keep the supplies moving to the army, a barge fleet had to be constructed and ser-
viced.  These barges were known by their Polish name of galars.  Thus, the dockyard where this work 
took place was called a Galeerenwerft in German.  With a high level of shipping activity, the dock-
yard in Krakau was kept busy, and a special cachet was made up for use on the mail of the workers 
there.  Other cachets were provided for the men in the administrative shipping offices and inscribed 
“Vistula Transport Line Headquarters” or something similar.  (Note that nearly all of the cachets used 
by the Austro-Hungarians also included the abbreviation K.u.K. that stands for the German equivalent 
of “Imperial and Royal.”  This was the proper title in the Dual Monarchy, since the Emperor of Aus-
tria was also the King of Hungary.) 

In addition to the administrative units, special cachets were provided for eight of the gunboats 
for use in validating the free franking for the mail of the crews.  These were inscribed with the word-
ing “Headquarters S.M.S. Neptun” (or other ship’s name) and depicted a crown above an anchor in 

 

Figure 2.  Card Mailed in August 1916 from Niepolomice by Captain Mijo 
v. Philippovic, Commander of the Flotilla, to his Wife in Zagreb.  It Has a 
Cachet of "Headquarters of the I & R Vistula Flotilla" and Generic Mark-
ings Inscribed "Military Service/Postage Free" and "To Be Forwarded." 
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the center.  The “S.M.S.” stood for “His Majesty's Ship” in German, which applied to all Austro-
Hungarian naval vessels.  It should be noted that the cachets of the individual ships are quite elusive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The story of the Vistula Flotilla is a very modest one involving only a small number of men 
and vessels relative to the other military activities that were going on at the time.  However, it did last 
the entire period from the beginning to the end of the Austro-Hungarian participation in World War I.  
Moreover, it provided a highly interesting sidelight for modern day students of military postal history. 
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Figure 3.  Fieldpost Card Mailed in August 1914 

from Krakow to Carinthia.  It Has an official Cachet 

Inscribed "K.u.K. Galeerenwerft/Krakau." 

Figure 4.  Picture Postcard Mailed from Nadbezezie 

to Moravia in 1915.  It Has the Cachet of the "I & R 

Vistula Line Headquarters."  The "IX 494" is a Coded 

Marking Used in Galicia at the Time. 

 

 

 

Figure 5.  Picture Postcard Mailed in 1917 from Krakow and 
Showing the Gunboat Cachet "Headquarters S.M.S. Gopla-

na." 

 

Figure 6.  Clipping from Parcel Address Card Mailed from Zatop in 
1917.  The Gunboat Cachet is Inscribed "Headquarters S.M.S. Neptun." 
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REPORT FROM NAPEX 2002 AND RESULTS OF THE SHP ANNUAL EXHIBIT  
 

By H. Alan Hoover 
 

The 2002 annual show for the SHP was held on May 31 - June 2, at the McLean Hilton Hotel 
in Tyson's Corner, Virginia.  This was the first participation at this show by our Society; and, overall, 
I was quite pleased with the facility, the venue, and results of the Society exhibits.  NAPEX was also 
the annual show for our sister society, the Society for Czechoslovak Philately (SCP).  We shared ad-
joining society tables, participated in a joint breakfast and were invited to a ‘decompression’ cookout 
at our member’s (Henry Hahn) home on Sunday evening after the show’s closing. 

Although I overheard comments from other attendees that they did not like the hotel setup 
because of the cut-up rooms for the dealers, I considered it to be more intimate.  The arrangement 
permitted us to share stories between the society and dealer tables (Fall River Stamp & Coin was a 
riot!), enabled us to see the wonderful youth table activities that occurred right next to us and gave us 
hope that philately won’t die out with the future generation.  I especially liked the exhibit hall where 
the spacing of the frames permitted sufficient room to view the noted exhibits and lighting seemed 
sufficiently bright to me.  On the outer edge, the dealers’ tables surrounded the hall and permitted 
easy traffic for purchases, browsing or just people-watching. 

As with any show, problems arise, and this year was no exception.  The temperature was up 
and down at the society table making it uncomfortable for guests during the hot cycles.  Coordination 
by the organizers before the start of the show could not arrange for a cost-effective, joint breakfast be-
tween SHP and SCP, so it was recommended that folks just join together at breakfast tables in the res-
taurant.  In retrospect, this was a disaster.  The server staff’s confusion on producing checks left eve-
ryone with a poor impression on running an effective restaurant.  Unfortunately, your president 
missed this opportunity, and the society awards were supposed to be presented at a special joint cere-
mony after the breakfast.  Another mix-up occurred when the NAPEX awards committee distributed 
the SHP society awards at the Saturday evening banquet instead.  But, all was well that ends well.  
The Society awards were simply outstanding to view and went to the best SHP exhibitors as reflected 
separately in this report.  

Activity at the SHP membership table was very active on Friday, the opening day, but slower 
as each day went on with virtually no traffic by Sunday.  Many members stopped by for a chat, 
viewed and purchased our first-ever presentation of the binding editions, and helped educate many on 
their own philatelic research.  Of special interest was a gentleman who collected revenues from ob-
scure areas, and he described the private courier mail stamps created for Col. Harry Bandholtz’s mail 
service in 1920 from Budapest.  I have asked this gentleman to compose an article on this for our 
readers.  I also want to thank my wife Annette for manning the society table the entire three days and 
for encouraging everyone who stopped by to sit awhile and chat.  We encourage others to assist at the 
society table at future shows.    

A General Membership Meeting was held on Friday, and every member of the Society that 
was at the show attended!  We had great participation in discussing the society activities; future goals 
and how to further encourage others to attend our annual meetings.  The preservation of the invalua-
ble research performed by all exhibitors and displayed in their exhibit is of continued.  As we all get 
older and start to sell off collections or age overcomes us, much of this information is often lost.  We 
discussed the potential scanning or copying of exhibits.  Although some members are not always 
comfortable with this, it is a project that we would love to pursue.  How to do it is a different prob-
lem.  We hope that we can discuss this further to preserve this wonderful research as a society for the 
future of Hungarian philately.  Do you have any suggestions on this?   

Future projects and opportunities were also discussed at the membership meeting.  Paul Szil-
agyi volunteered to be the Society Coordinator for our participation in the FIP Washington 2006.  
Paul has recommended that we celebrate the 150th anniversary of independent Hungarian Post during 
the 2006 show, and he will attempt to organize some extra activities including contact with the Hun-
garian Post Office for potential stamp issue for the event.  Details will follow as we solidify them. 

Now, for an important part of all stamp shows - how the society did in exhibiting!  This year, 
we had the opportunity to request a judge who was familiar with Hungarian material in order to better 
educate the jury on the importance of our Society exhibits.  Our choice was life member Kalman 
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Illyefalvi.  Thank you, Kalman, for supporting our Society and for assisting us in our quest to bring 
the importance of Hungarian philatelic material and exhibits to the philatelic world.  

The exhibitors’ results were as follows. 
Court of Honor: Henry Hahn, Czechoslovakia - The First Republic (1918-1938); 
Gold medal and SHP Best Hungarian Exhibit Award: Stephan I. Frater, M.D., The Stampless Mail 
                      in Hungary, 1700-1850; 
Gold medal: Thomas Phillips, The So-called Envelope Issue of Hungary, 1874-1899; 
         Alfred F. Kugel, The Breakup of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire, 1918-1923; 
Vermeil medal: Dr. Paul J. Szilagyi, The Stamps of Western Hungary (Lajtabánság), 1921-1922; 
         Jan Verlag (non-SHP member), Postal History of the Carpatho-Ukraine, 1700-1850; 
Silver medal: Steven Arato, Gifts of the Hungarian Post / A Magyar Posta Ajándékai; 
Single Frame, Vermeil medal and SHP Best Hungarian Single Frame Award: Alfred F. Kugel, 
                      Austro-Hungarian Naval Aviation on the Adriatic; 
Single Frame, Vermeil medal: Alfred F. Kugel, Austria-Hungary’s Vistula Flotilla in World War I. 

Overall, I felt the show was a great success and I thank the exhibitors for their participation 
and support of the Society.  Each year we continue to make our Society more visible to the philatelic 
world and your president appreciates the support of all.  

It was wonderful to share time with SHP members again, thank you all for coming 
and participating.  I look forward to meeting you all again next year at STAMPSHOW 2003 
in Columbus OH and hope more society members join us and see what fun this is. 

 
 
 

SHP ACTIVITIES AT NAPEX 
 

 Dr. Paul J. Szilagyi prepared a cacheted cover hon-
oring the 200th anniversary of the birth of Lajos Kossuth in 
conjunction with the Society exhibit at NAPEX.  Interested 
collectors may contact Dr. Szilagyi (1940 NE 157 Terrace, 
North Miami Beach, FL 33161) for examples of this cover as 
well as others that he prepared in previous years. 

SHP member Joseph Soós, who is the Editor of the 
Amerikai Magyar Újság / Hungarian Monthly, prepared 
cachets for the 1100th anniversary of the Hungarian settle-
ment and the 1000th anniversary of Hungarian Statehood.  
His address is P.O. Box 7416, Baltimore, MD 21227-0416. 
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The Society’s annual exhibition at NAPEX was also the occasion for the meeting of the Ex-
ecutive Board.  President Alan Hoover (below left) and Annette Hoover (below right) ‘manned’ the 
Society table passing out information and marketing publications.  Visitor Jaroslav ‘Jerry’ Verner is 
pictured looking over some sales circuit material. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO THE SOCIETY BYLAWS AND CALL FOR THE  
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 
 The meeting of SHP Executive Board resulted in a recommendation to change the term for 
officers, currently a two-year duration in the by-laws, to four years.  This recommendation was made 
out of practical considerations as well as bringing our Society in line with similar organizations which 
elect officers for four-year terms. 
 The Executive Board voted to solicit inputs concerning this change from the general member-
ship via e-mail or in writing.  While this is not an actual vote on the subject, the Board would like to 
find out if there are any objections to the change. 

 

 

 

 

Alfred Kugel Stands Alongside One of 

His Many Award-winning Exhibits. Social Hour Hosted at the Home of  Henry Hahn was 

Attended by Members (and Relatives) of the Cuban, 

the Czechoslovak and the Hungarian Societies. 
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 The Executive Board also called for an election of officers whose two-year term would be 
from 1 January 2003 to 31 December 2004 under the current by-laws.  The Nominating Committee 
will prepare a slate of candidates and ballots will be sent to all paid-up members along with the Octo-
ber-December 2002 issue of The News.  In addition, the opportunity for write-in nominations for 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer from any member exists under the provisions of 
the by-laws.  Write-in nominations from must be received by 1 October 2002.  Please mail these to 
the Secretary, 2201 Roscomare Road, Los Angeles, CA 90077 USA. 
 If there are no objections to changing the bylaws regarding the term of the officers, then the 
officers to be elected in 2004 will serve a four-year term (2005-2008).  

 
 
 

BOUND EDITIONS NOW AVAILABLE 
  

Our society was founded on the principle of providing educational resources as one of its 
primary goals.  A longtime project in support of that goal has finally come to fruition.  Hardbound 
editions of the Society’s publication, The News Of Hungarian Philately (published since the estab-
lishment of the SHP in 1970), are now available for sale.  The binding of each volume is done in a 
dark wine garnet shade, simulated leather appearance with gold lettering denoting the title of The 
News of Hungarian Philately on the spine, the volume numbers, and the years it covers.  Each vol-
ume represents a three-year time frame.  The contents of the early volumes could only be reproduced 
via copying, but are still presentable.  Later volumes are produced using actual copies of the newslet-
ter as they were initially issued and are bound together in the proper sequence.  At this time, no index-
ing for easier reference of material has been done on subjects or titles, but it will be a future project. 

Now, why would someone want this?  Individuals who collect philatelic material are always 
seeking complete sets of journals on certain topics.  What better way to have that data collected than 
in bound editions?  Individuals who specialize in certain fields often can find data only in older publi-
cations, and we hope this serves that community.  Lastly, for neatness and quick access when needed, 
these book-like publications can sit on your reference library shelf instead of just as a stack of quar-
terly journals in a corner of your stamp room.  How about buying them as a gift for a philatelist 
friend, your local library (take a tax donation!), a cultural center, youth club or similar recipient? 

Although some of the sets and individual volumes have already been purchased, the follow-
ing volumes are still available for sale.  Please contact Alan Hoover for any additional details.  Re-
member that we are always looking to collect any editions of The News and to turn them into such 
bound volumes.  Should you wish to donate your copies to this effort, please contact Alan. 

 
Volumes Years  

1-3 1970-1972  

4-6 1973-1975  

7-9 1976-1978 Available September 2002 

10-12 1979-1981 Available September 2002 

13-15 1982-1984 Available September 2002 

16-18 1985-1987  

19-21 1988-1990  

22-24 1991-1993  

25-27 1994-1996  

28-30 1997-1999  

31-32 2000-2001 Available September 2002 

33- 2002-   (new format) To be announced 
 
Each volume individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of 11 for  $320.00 

post-paid to any US destination.  Freight fees to destinations outside the US will be added to all or-
ders.  Order from: H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 
840-8766, e-mail: h.alan.hoover@lycosmail.com. 
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BUDAPEST & HUNGARY, ANNO 2002 
 

 My wife and I arrived in Budapest one week after the fourth free parliamentary elections held 
following the demise of communism.  The government changed parties again as in all of the previous 
elections.  The new, left-of-center government will be headed by the Hungarian Socialist Party 
(MSzP) in coalition with the Free Democracts (SzDSz).  The populist Young Democrats-Democratic 
Forum (Fidesz-MDF) coalition was relegated to the role of opposition in the National Assembly.  The 
election reduced the number of parties to three (there were eight parties on the ballot, but only three 
acquired the mandatory minimum 5% of the vote).  The results of the election also polarized the pop-
ulation as manifest by the ruling coalition’s slim margin of 10 votes in parliament. 
 This was my first visit since The Change, my last visit having occurred in 1989.  I found that 
Budapest has become more cosmopolitan in the Western sense.  Although traffic was horrendous, the 
air was cleaner since the decline of the nasty socialist cars (of the Trabant, Wartburg, Zsiguli, and La-
da variety).  The young people dressed with a flair for fashion; politeness had returned in dealing with 
customers.  Consumer goods were priced on par with what one would find in America or Western Eu-
rope with some exceptions.  Gas cost $3.20+ per gallon; however, restaurant meals were relatively 
inexpensive.  Statistically, the average monthly income is HUF116,000 = ~$450, while the average 
pension is around HUF45,000 = $175. 
 The working class suburbs of Budapest and the countryside presented a different picture.    
Towns with viable industries looked more prosperous than the ones where agriculture was the pre-
dominant occupation.  In these areas, the older cars from the socialist era survived. 

 SHP member Gábor Visnyovszki greet-
ed us at the Ferihegy Airport and helped us 
get settled at our hotel.  (Unfortunately, he 
was the bearer of the sad news about János 
Gabriel’s death.)  We had frank discussions 
about the state and the future of Hungarian 
philately.  From the average pensioner’s 
monthly income level stated above, it is easy 
to see that spending money on stamp col-
lecting is an easily dispensable luxury.  The 
hobby is not as popular with youngsters as it 
was 30-40 years ago.  Attracting new re-
cruits is a shared problem worldwide.   
 A few days after my arrival, I gave a 
presentation on the subject of the 1956 Hun-
garian Revolution in Philately to a small au-
dience of MAFITT members. I also attended 

the MAFITT general meeting on May 4th.  A report of the meeting (prepared by Andor Hoboday and 
Dénes Czirók) can be found in this journal.  I would like to extend my congratulations to Gábor 
Visnyovszki for being elected President of the organization succeeding Dr. Láng, who held the posi-
tion since its inception in 1989.  I also had the pleasure on meeting many of the authors who contrib-
uted articles in the past, such as István Lipták, Zsuzsanna Sipos, László Filep, Gábor Voloncs, just to 
name a few.  Dr. Miklós Kamódy could not attend for health reasons, but I had a very pleasant phone 
conversation with him.  Dr. Dezsö Soóky, who writes the journal reviews for Bélyegvilág, was ex-
tremely complimentary of the work our Society performs in the field of philatelic research.  He flatly 
stated that our journal is the best of all of the Hungarian-related publication based on the originality 
and variety of its contents and the depth of its articles.   
 We also paid a brief visit to the Stamp Museum located in the bustling Erzsébetváros district 
on Budapest.  It was a bit intimidating finding it in the midst of the strip clubs.  The staff was ex-
tremely friendly and courteous, too bad we couldn’t spare the time to dig more deeply in the philatelic 
treasures of the museum.  I don’t even want to guess how few visitors the museum gets daily.  A fam-
ily from Germany was leaving as we entered.  The situation was the same at the Postal Museum in 
Budapest.  Maybe the attendance picks up in the summer tourist months.  Both museums are behind 

 Editor Csaba Kohalmi and Host Gábor Visnyovszki 
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locked doors.  A visitor needs to ring for admission at the gate on the street level, which I found to be 
uninviting.  Current stamps were available for purchase, but neither site offered a philatelic souvenir, 
such as a special cancellation.  (The same is true for the Postal Museum at Hollókö, which was anoth-
er site we visited.)  The Postal Museum is located in the imposing Saxlehrner Palace on Andrássy 
Street (see the writeup in the Jul-Sep 1999 issue of The News).  It’s well worth your time to visit. 
 I planned to visit a couple of stamp dealers in Budapest, but was unable to make connections 
due to time limits which were further hampered by the May 1st holiday.  One dealer advertised his 
hours to be open until 4:30PM, but the shop closed early.  I missed making it to another store because 
of the irregular street numbering scheme in Budapest.  I did get to the Philatelic Sales Counter of the 
Hungarian Post and was able to make a purchase.  It was more of an administrative office rather than 
a sales counter and I had to ask for the material from memory. 
 The old blue Légiposta etiquettes read Prioritaire/Elsöbbségi now conforming to the Europe-
an convention of ‘standard’ (meaning ‘surface’) mail vs. ‘priority’ (meaning ‘by air’) mail.  I asked a 
clerk for a dozen or so ‘priority’ labels for my greeting cards, so instead of counting them out, she 
gave me an entire roll.  Advice to pass along to future visitors:  street mailboxes in Budapest are emp-
tied only once a week.  So, in order to expedite your holiday greetings, mail them from a post office 
or at lease drop them off in a mailbox in front of the post office, where the mail is picked up daily.  I 
observed that were few on the greeting cards that we sent home received actual postmarks.  I guess 
that the Hungarian Post does not exercise the same ‘revenue protection’ policy used by the US Postal 
Service.  As a side note, I’ve encountered several instances of registered mail from Hungary arriving 
in my mailbox as ordinary mail, no signature required for delivery.  I wonder if the simple bar-coded 
label that replaced the old-fashioned red ‘R’ registry etiquette has become easy to overlook. 
 The House of Terror at 60 Andrássy Street was the headquarters of the Hungarian Arrow 
Cross (Fascist) Party in the World War II years.  Because of its tainted ownership, it was taken over 
by the Ministry of Interior, headed by a Communist, in 1945 and became the headquarters of the State 
Secret Police, know by its initials of ÁVÓ and ÁVH, which continued to use the building for interro-
gation and torture.  Recently, it was re-opened as a museum and monument to the victims.  The site 
was on our lists of places to visit; however, the wait for admission was 3-4 hours on our first attempt 
and 1-2 hours on the second.  The number of people waiting on the sidewalk didn’t seem to warrant 
such a long wait to get in; perhaps each was treated to a half-hour of complimentary torture as part of 
the ‘experience,’ hence the long wait.  So, we had to postpone the experience for a future visit, but we 
did tour the infamous forced labor/concentration camp at Recsk in northern Hungary.  The ÁVÓ op-
erated a stone quarry under inhuman conditions using political prisoners during the years 1950-53 in 
order to gain some profit from the many mouths the state had to feed in its prison system.  (Statement 
was attributed to Zoltán Vas of the ruling communist hierarchy overseeing the Hungarian Gulag in 
the Rákosi/Stalin era.) 
 A large part of our stay was in the town of Eger, which is celebrating the 450th anniversary of 
the successful defense of its fortress against an Ottoman army.  (See the News Issues for 2002 column 
in this issue for the Pro Juventute sheet commemorating the event.)  Large Hungarian tri-color flags 
flew proudly over the fortress as well as the others that we visited.  After 50 years of contrived Com-
munist heraldry, there is a lot of pride in displaying the historical national emblem in public build-
ings, churches, and even simple storefronts. 
 We also made a short side trip to Bratislava, Trnava, and Trenčin in Slovakia.  I enjoyed ex-
changing stories with Alan about or stay in Bratislava (see Alan’s report on Slovensko 2002). 
       Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 
 

MAFITT GENERAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS, 2002 
 

/Compiled from the official minutes prepared by Secretary Andor Hoboday and an article prepared for 
publication in the Bélyegvilág by Dénes Czirók / 

 
 The Magyar Filatéliai Tudományos Társaság (MAFITT) conducted its general meeting on 4 
May 2002 in the Presidential Meeting Room of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.   
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 President Isván Láng called the meeting to order in the presence of 29 attendees.  The first 
order of business was the moment of silence in the memory of János Gabriel.  Then, Ferenc Nagy, Sr. 
and Andor Bér were honored with a bouquet of flowers in honor of their 90th birthdays. 
 The current office holders reported on the MAFITT activities not just during the past year but 
also in the previous four years.  These accomplishments were summed up in a special booklet pre-
pared for the occasion.  The organization currently has 116 members, of which 57 reside outside of 
Hungary.  Interestingly, the average age of the membership is 66.  Five new members, one from Slo-
vakia and four from Hungary, were nominated and were accepted by secret ballot of the attendees.  
Their inclusion lowered the average age significantly.  (The MAFITT membership includes 14 who 
are also current members of SHP.) 
 The next order of business was the election of officers for a four-year term.  The nominating 
committee’s list of candidates was accepted and the individual nominees were elected by secret bal-
lot:  Gábor Visnyovszki, President; Dr. Tamás Somogyi and Gábor Voloncs, Vice-presidents; Andor 
Hoboday, Secretary; László Bondor, Treasurer; Erzsébet Angyal, István Glatz, László Gulyás, and 
Dr. Géza Homonnay, Directors-at-large; Sándor Fülöp, Comptroller. 
 Newly elected President Visnyovszki moved to change the by-laws by creating the position 
of Honorary President.  The attendees then voted Dr. István Láng, who held the post of President 
since the inception of MAFITT in 1989, as Honorary President.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAFITT President Gábor Visnyovszki (standing) and Honorary President Dr. István Láng 
 
Dénes Czirók reported on the Gervay’s Foundation work, which included the financial support for 
philatelic research and publication and the establishment of a committee to combat forged classical 
cancellations on covers.  Mr. Czirók also presented the annual Gervay-awards to István Lipták and 
József Nagy in recognition of their philatelic research and publications. 
 Dr. Miklós Kamody, who was unable to attend, received the traveling Andor Bér-MAFITT 
award for his outstanding research, especially of the Hungarian Post in the Rákóczi-era. 
 Before the conclusion of the meeting, the floor was opened up for comments by the attendees.  
In general, the comments centered on improving the publicity for Hungarian philately, which still suf-
fers from the negative image dating back to ‘black blot’ era of wallpaper new issues.  MAFITT needs 
to improve communications with non-Hungarian speaking members, and the Internet was proposed as 
a vehicle to aid in this area.  Suggestion was made to re-publish philatelic reference work in order to 
filter out the communist-ear jargon.  The subject of financial support for the publication of philatelic 
research was also reviewed.  It was noted that the publication of the Philatelica journal, which ceased 
in the 1980s, has been delayed, again. 
 In general, it is not possible to sum up the work of the outgoing President Láng in a few short 
sentences.  He is to be credited for bringing the organization for its infancy to its international stature 
today.  The highlight of his tenure most probably was the held in conjunction with the World Meeting 
of Hungarian Philatelists in 2000.  The bar has been set for the newly elected leadership to bring 
about an even more successful showing in the MAFITT Symposium scheduled for 2004. 
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SLOVENSKO 2002 Report 
 

by H. Alan Hoover, USA Commissioner 
 

SLOVENSKO 2002, the first international stamp exhibit in the Slovak Republic (Slovakia) 
since 1937, was held on July 4 - 10th at the Slovak National Museum in Bratislava, Slovakia, the 
same location as the last International exhibit.  It was most appropriate to be held at this facility, with-
in this struggling country seeking its place both in the European Union and with NATO, for the 
bronze plaque outside the museum reads “30 October 1918, where brothers of Czech and Slovak 
joined together in union,” seemed to be the sentiment of many at the show and within society for Slo-
vaks to be joined together with the rest of Europe and be recognized. 

One of the invited exhibits from Stephen Luster of the USA was titled “Towards a United Eu-
rope” and became the theme for the entire stamp exhibit, where this small European country tried to 
put on both a combined national and international quality show.  Only a limited number of countries 
were invited and because of only limited FEPA sponsorship, and limited external financial sponsor-
ship, arrangements had to be curtailed to be within the budget.    

Although the facility was provided free of charge and portrayed a historical significance in 
being at the identical location as the last International exhibit, I especially disliked the exhibit hall 
where the frames did not permit sufficient room to view the noted exhibits and lighting was terrible in 
the long narrow halls that encased 2/3rds of the exhibits.  Only the main hall, where the court of hon-
or exhibits, literature exhibits and the start of traditional philately class exhibits were, seemed ade-
quate with lighting, room and free space. 

Recall this was an exhibit, not a show.  No bourse existed.  Only one supply dealer booth ex-
isted on the mezzanine.  The lower entry hall included a booth for the local Bratislava #1 post office, 
POFIS marketing occupied another booth, the Slovak mint occupied booth #3, The Czech Philatelic 
Society occupied #4 only over the weekend, and the personalized stamp label booth was #5. 

As with any show, problems arise, and this exhibit was no exception.  The temperature in Eu-
rope at this time was exceptionally hot making it uncomfortable for guests during the exhibit.  The 
Slovak National Museum is not air-conditioned.  As a result of the heat and the tight confines, occa-
sional windows were opened for ventilation, not good for philatelic material on display within the 
museum.  But, what alternative did they have but to open them? 

Overheard conversations indicated that participation from some countries was limited to less-
er quality exhibits (or no exhibits at all from some) because of the uncertainty of whether this show 
would become a reality or not over the past year.  It was almost cancelled 3 different times for nu-
merous reasons including financial sponsorship.  On the other side of the coin, some countries pro-
vided powerful exhibits; especially strong were the exhibits from Hungary and one from the Ukraine 
(an exhibit on Carpatho Ukraine). 

Although a SLOVENSKO organizing committee existed, many of the details continually 
changed.  Whether this was due to poor or no initial planning, it left a poor taste in everyone's mouth.  
Fair treatment of all guests was attempted but fell short in many cases.  Distribution of catalogs to ex-
hibitors was scheduled for distribution only at the Palmares.  This is way too late to have a catalog!  
Give me one at the beginning so I can find the lay of the exhibit and determine what I want to see!  
To some of the country commissioners, the judging results of many of the international exhibits 
seemed unbalanced.  

As an international show, one would have thought that appropriate new stamp or postal sta-
tionary to meet the international franking requirement would have been issued.  International postcard 
rate for 1st class is 18 SK, and the big push was the 6 SK peace stamp, which turned out to be too big 
to put three of these on one postcard!  Envelopes issued at the show were either 8 SK or 10 SK, again 
insufficient to send anywhere outside of Slovakia. 

The Palmares too seemed way short of an organized affair.  In an attempt to stay within the  
budget, initial plans were changed and a low-key buffet was held.  The facility offered little seating 
opportunities for eating, it was not air-conditioned, and the distribution of all awards and prizes got 
confused beyond all professionalism.  Some guests were so appalled at the affair; they politely ex-
cused themselves for the evening.   
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Not everything was negative with SLOVENSKO 2002.  The show catalog was wonderfully 
done under the direction of Jozef Tekel, and it included some excellent, detailed historical articles.  
This was well orchestrated and my compliments on a job well done!  Some of the exhibits were out-
standing and when explained by some of the other members more familiar with the material, I was 
flabbergasted at the importance of some of the material.  (Exhibit results are tabulated at the end of 
this article.  Kindly refer to it to see how our members faired.) 

On the social scene, Bratislava itself was an interesting city along the Danube.  Known as the 
Coronation City for Hungary for over 250 years, the city has made significant improvements in just 
the past four years.  It had the European charm in the old town venue.  Many challenges still exist for 
making the city one of the beauties of Europe, of these I note the removal of graffiti from many of the 
buildings.  Beautification of even common areas is of low or no priority and would make a world of 
difference if people paid attention to it.  Improvements to mass housing complexes by simply clean-
ing off the years of grime would improve both social stigmas and attitudes of the 20% unemployed.  
Food itself was plentiful, good and very inexpensive.  We Americans found some challenges, includ-
ing the lack of any smoking policies even within hotels and restaurants, and the lack of ice and “sweet 
tea” for us Southerners!   

The Hotel Danube was a first class hotel in a great location, (i.e., close to shopping for the la-
dies!!) close to the exhibit hall.  Fortunately, it was air-conditioned and was rated a 4-star hotel.  We 
found the staff, and especially at the reception desk, extremely helpful in any request we come up 
with.  They spoke fluent English and went way beyond the normal call of duty to assist everyone I 
saw.  Hats off to the hotel staff!   

There were some slight language issues for us who spoke no Slovak, but many locals went 
out of their way to assist.  One experience that my wife personally had was of a doctor she met on the 
train making a house call to her at the hotel for an injury and asking nothing for payment.  What won-
derful people!  We can’t even find anyone to make a house call in the USA! 

Overall, the SLOVENSKO 2002 was good in some respects and bad in other areas just like 
other shows.  I write off many of the shortcomings as inexperience in orchestrating such an exhibit 
across international boundaries.  The Slovak Organizing Committee worked hard in putting it togeth-
er, and this experience hopefully will not discourage them from trying to hold additional future shows 
of an improved stature.  The Czech Republic Commissioner stated it well at one of the functions 
“Here's to the hope that a future show might again be Czechoslovak.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Professor Flock (right), President of the Union of 
Slovak Philatelists and Head Commissioner for 

Slovensko 2002, Chatting with H. Alan Hoover, SHP 
President and US Commissioner, in Bratislava’s 

Town Square. 

SHP President H. Alan Hoover (right), US 
Commissioner, in the Company of Gábor 

Visnyovszki, MAFITT President and Hungari-
an Commissioner, on a Danube River Cruise. 
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PALMARES OF HUNGARIAN-RELATED EXHIBITS FROM SLOVENSKO 2002 
 
Gold:  Dénes Czirók (H), Coach Mail in Hungary, 1750-1900; 
 Géza Homonnay (H), Postal History Aspects of the Hungary Issue 1867; 
 Otto Hornunng (GB), Postal History of the Carpatho-Ukraine; 
 Juraj Pálka (SK), Hungary, Pre-Stamp Period; 
 Iván Tomka (H), The Royal Hungarian Post,1871-1918; 
Large Vermeil: György Margitay (H), Pre-Stamp Period in Hungary, 1752-1850; 
 Péter Kallós (H), Saint Elizabeth of the House of Árpád; 
 Gábor Visnyovszki (H), Postage Due Documents and Postage Due Rates; 
 Philatelia Hungarica, Ltd. (H), The Catalog of Postage and Revenue Stamps  

of Hungary, 2002 
Vermeil: Andor Bér (H), Hungary, Pre-Stamp Letters; 

Zsuzsanna Sipos (H), The History of the Independent Hungarian Postal  
Administration and the Fieldpost Service of 1848-1849; 

Large Silver: Tibor Király (H), From the Uprising in Western Hungary to  
the Civitas Fidelissima; 

Juan E. Page (E), Carpatho-Ukraine. 
 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
 

 In the name of all members of SHP I would like to extend a special ‘get well’ and wish a 
speedy recovery to Mr. Etienne Bodor of Canada.  Mr. Bodor has been a member since 1973.  About 
a year ago he was in a bad accident that left him incapacitated, but is now recovering slowly.   

The May 2002 issue of the American Philatelist carried a book review of Dick Stark’s 
Philatemania: Short Stories about Stamp Collectors.  The reviewer likened Dick’s writings to that 
of the late Pat Hearst, who was know for his knack of philatelic story telling. 
 The German publication Michel-Rundschau published its analysis of world-wide new issues 
for 2000.  Hungary’s contribution was 56 stamps, placing it well into the middle of the reasonable 
numbers for new issues.  Ironically, the United States placed 15th on the list with 234 stamp emis-
sions.  The Hungarian Post’s inability to shake off its bad reputation, earned in the wallpaper era of 
the late 1960 through the 1970s, was a topic of discussion at the MAFITT general meeting that I at-
tended.  The person who brought this to the table quoted from an English-language book (published 
in 1993) that still labeled Hungary as an exploiter of the collectors’ pockets.  The organization was 
urged to make attempts to counteract such negative publicity, especially in the light of the numbers 
listed above in the case of the United States, for example.  
 The state of philately in the United States reached two negative milestones recently.  Mem-
bership in the American Philatelic Society fell below 50,000 following the removal of 3,000+ names 
for non-payment of the membership dues for 2002.  The paid circulation of Linn’s Stamp News also 
fell below 50,000 in June of this year.  The declines are significant.  In the 1990s, APS membership 
was in the 55,000 range while Linn’s circulation twenty years ago was over 70,000. 
 Dr. Paul J. Szilagyi’s collection of US Kossuth stamp issues was part of the exhibit honoring 
Kossuth’s 200th anniversary of birth held in the Budapest Historical Museum last May. 
 The April 2002 issue of Bélyegvilág carried excerpts from the Oct-Dec 2001 issue of The 
News.  Dr. Soóky reproduced Miklos Tecsy’s table of the many overprints on the 1916 2f Harvester 
stamp.  The second excerpt featured the table of overprinted stationery from Dr. Szilagyi’s article on 
the Šrobár-overprints issued locally in Zsolna/Zilina in northern Slovakia in 1919. 
 In the June 2002 issue of Bélyegvilág, Dr. Dezsö Soóky reviewed the Jan-Mar 2002 issue of 
The News.  He synopsized Dick Stark’s Philatemania book review, the Hungarica series on Herman 
Oberth, as well as the articles on the historical connection between the Soviet Glezos and the Greek 
Imre Nagy stamp issues, the ‘rarest’ Hungarian imperforate stamp (István Horthy variety), the airmail 
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of the Second Inflation, and the various airmail rates to South America in the 1930s.  The reviewer 
also noted the importance of the continuing Baranya series article by Drs. Szilagyi and Müller. 

Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 
 
 

2002 NEW ISSUES 
 

Issue date: 8 February 2002 
 

XIX. Winter Olympics, Salt 
Lake City 

Face value: HUF 160.  Size: 
53.3 x 33.3mm. 
Designer: György Pálfi.  
The design depicts an ice 
hockey player in action. 
Production details: Printed 
in sheets of 50 stamps using 
offset by the Banknote 
Printers, Ltd.  Total quantity 
issued: 200,000 stamps.  

 
Issue date: 20 February 

2002 
 

Pro Juventute 2002 
Face value: HUF 50, 50, 
100+50.  Sheet Size: 120 x 
68mm. 
Designer: Imre Benedek.  
The souvenir sheet, which 
raises funds for youth phi-
lately, honors the heroic de-
fense of Hungarian fortress-
es besieged by Ottoman ar-
mies in 1552.  Captains 
István Dobó of Eger, Györ-
gy Szondi of Drégely, and 
István Losonczi of Temes-
vár are depicted on the three 
stamps contained in the 
sheet.  The caption in the 
margin calls attention to 
Hungary’s role in the front  
line of the defense of Eu-
rope 450 years ago. 
Production details: Printed 
in offset by the Banknote 
Printers, Ltd. in a quantity 
150,000 sheets.  

 
History of the Bicycle 

Face value: 4 x HUF 40.  Sheet Size: 124 x 52mm, stamp size: 26 x 33mm. 
Designer: Péter Nagy.  The designs, which are incorporated into the sheet margin, depict various 
scenes from the evolution of bicycling.  
Production details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in a quantity of 300,000 sheets.  

 Dr. Dezsö Soóky’s Review of the Periodicals of Hungarian Philatelic  

Organizations Abroad from the June 2002 Issue of Bélyegvilág. 
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Issue date: 14 March 2002 
 

Inauguration of the New National Theater 
Face value: HUF 500.  Sheet Size: 85 x 60mm, stamp size: 26 x 33mm. 
Designer: Attila Elekes.  The design in the sheet margin shows the façade of the National Theater 
building while the stamp design depicts the stage setting of the first performance, The Tragedy of 
Man by Imre Madách. 
Production details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in a quantity of 100,000 numbered 
sheets.  
 

100th Anniversary of the Parliament Building 
Face value: HUF 500.  Sheet Size: 97 x 67mm, stamp size: 52 x 33. 
Designer: Barnabás Baticz based on photographs by József Hajdú.  The stamp shows Lajos Rausch-
er’s 1899 depiction of the building from the Danube side while the sheet margin depicts the great 
dome and the interior view of the National Assembly meeting chamber. 
Production details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in a quantity of 100,000 sheets.  
 

Famous Hungarians’ Anniversaries 
Face value: HUF 33, 134, 150.  Size: 40 x 30mm. 
Designer: László Dudás.  The stamps honor the 200th anniversary of the birth of statesman Lajos 
Kossuth and mathematician János Bólyai as well as the 100th anniversary of the birth of writer/poet 
Gyula Illyés.  
Production details: Printed in sheets of 50 using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd.  Total quanti-
ty issued: 200,000 sets of stamps 
 

History of Hungarian Flying 
Face value: HUF 180, 190.  Size: 50 x 30.4mm. 
Designer: László Dudás.  The designs depict Hungarian-built airplanes.  János Andorján constructed 
the Libelle in 1910.  Tibor Melczer built the Magyar Lloyd in 1914. 
Production details: Printed in sheets of 50 using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd.  Total quanti-
ty issued: 200,000 sets of stamps. 

 
Easter 2002 

Face value: HUF 30.  Size: 26 x 33mm. 
Designer: Anna Rubik.  The design depicts Easter eggs and bunny ears.  
Production details: Printed in sheets of 100 stamps using offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in 
quantities required to meet postal demand. 
 

Postal Stationery 
Face value: HUF 33, 38 (stamped envelopes); HUF 30 (postal card). 
Designer: Dániel Kertész.  The imprints on the envelopes feature the churches of Boldva and Vörös-
berény, respectively.  The postal card pictures the church at Üskö.  The designs are same as used for 
stationery issued in 2000 and 2001 but the colors have been changed.  The selling price of the station-
ery items is HUF 7 over face value. 
Production details: Printed by the Pátria Press, Ltd. in unlimited quantities. 
 

Issue date: 28 March 2002 
 

Environmental Protection 
Face value: HUF 158.  Size: 40 x 30mm. 
Designer: Kálmán Molnár.  The design depicts the letters S.O.S. formed from plants and flowers.  
Production details: Printed in sheets of 50 stamps using offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in quan-
tities required to meet postal demand. 
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Antique Furniture Definitives 
Face value: HUF 33, 134.  Size: 26 x 33mm (vertical format) and 33 x 26 (horizontal). 
Designer: Péter Nagy and György Kara based on photographs by Imre Eck.  The continuing series 
depicts furniture pieces from Hungarian museums.  
Production details: Printed in sheets of 100 using offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in quantities 
required to meet postal demand. 

 
Issue date: 29 April 2002 

 
200th Anniversary of the Public Donation Ferenc Széchényi’s Collection 

Face value: HUF 600 (4 x HUF 150).  Miniature sheet size: 146 x 66mm, stamp size: 30 x 40mm. 
Designer: Tamás Tökés.  The designs depict some of the finer items donated by Count Széchényi to 
the Hungarian nation which became the inaugural pieces of the collections of the Széchényi National 
Library and the Hungarian National Museum. 
Production details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in an edition of 100,000 sheets. 
 

Issue date: 3 May 2002 
 

100th Anniversary of the Lace Crafting of Halas 
Face value: HUF 100, 110, 140.  Size: 50 x 40mm. 
Designer: György Kara.  The stamps reproduce lace designs from tablecloths made by Mrs. Béla Ba-
zala (1916), Ernö Stapanek (1930), and Antal Tar (1935).  For more information on the Halas Lace 
Studio, check the website www.halas.hu. 
Production details: Printed using a combination of offset and embossing by the Banknote Printers, 
Ltd. in sheets of 20 stamps.  Total number of sets issued: 200,000. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 It is with deep regret that we note the passing of Mr. 
Gabriel in April of this year.  He was a distinguished member of 
our Society since 1984, a member of MAFITT, and the recipient 
of Our Philatelic Heritage award from the Andrew Levitt Co. in 
1999.  Many of us knew him personally; I had the pleasure of 
meeting him once at the Society gathering in San Francisco dur-
ing Pacific ’97. 
 Mr. Gabriel emigrated to the United States in 1956 fol-
lowing the crushing of the Hungarian uprising in which he was 
an active participant.  He loved his adopted country where he 
became a successful businessman in the hotel industry and an 
avid stamp collector specializing in 19th century US and Hun-
garian postal history.   

His many friends in this Society will miss him.   
We would like to extend our heartfelt sympathies to his 

wife and his family. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

     János Gabriel at Pacific’97 in San Francisco 

In Memoriam – JÁNOS GABRIEL 



 

HUNGARIAN STAMPS FOR SALE 
 

Different and unusual items seldom offered for sale 

- net priced from $50 to $5000 
 

Little Gems of Hungary 

Austria & Hungary Naval Covers 

Hungary Philatelic Literature 

Also, on our Millennium Sale List, better Hungary stamps 

are offered at 60% Scott. 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A VIEW IN FULL COLOR AT:      www.northstamp.com 

Or send for lists: 

Northland Co., Box 34, Verona, NJ 07044 
(973) 746-7982 

since 1975        ASDA 

 
 

SPECIAL AUCTION ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 The Society for Hungarian Philately is offering for sale in public auction the second part of 

an outstanding, gold-medal winner collection of covers of the 1945/46 hyperinflation.  The 

closing date for this auction (2000E) will be 1 October 2002.  This auction is separate from 

the regular quarterly auctions and catalogs will be sent only upon request.  Members who 

received a catalog for the first part of the auction will automatically receive the catalog for 

the second part.  Other members who are interested in obtaining a catalog of the auction 

should contact the auction chairperson:   
 

Emmerich Vamos, 8722 Belladona Road, Riverside, CA 92508 

e-mail: emmevamos@aol.com 
 
The Auction Chairperson is processing a collection of postal stationery consisting of postal 

cards from 1867-1892 to be included in auction in early 2003.  Members are encouraged to 

publicize this upcoming event and contact the auctioneer for more information. 
 
 
 
EXCHANGE PARTNER WANTED: I am a collector from Hungary seeking to exchange 
stamps with collectors from the United States.  I collect astronomical and space exploration 
topical stamps worldwide and can offer ANY Hungarian stamp issues in exchange.  
Correspondence in English or Hungarian.  Hevesi Zoltán, H-7400 Kaposvár, Pécsi utca 15, 
Hungary, e-mail: hev@freemail.hu. 
 
 
 
SALES CIRCUIT MATERIAL WANTED: The Society for Hungarian Philately operates 
a sales circuit of Hungarian philatelic material for its members residing in the United States.  
SHP members can participate in the sales circuit at no additional charges as a buyer, seller, or 
both.  The circuit is actively looking for all kinds of Hungarian stamps, covers, and postal 
stationery to offer to prospective buyers.  Enhance your collection - Sell your surplus 
items!  For information on how to submit material as a seller or how to become a buyer, 
contact:  

H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092, tel: (770) 840-8766, 
e-mail: h.alan.hoover@lycosmail.com 

 



HUNGARICA NEW ISSUES  

FROM THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE HONORING 
 

ANDRÉ KERTÉSZ and HARRY HOUDINI 
 
 
 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

Harry Houdini, the son of a rabbi, 

was born Ehrich (Erik) Weiss in 

Budapest, Hungary, on 24 March 

1874.  When he was four years 

old, his family moved to 

America.  He was raised in 

Appleton, Wisconsin.  Houdini is 

best known for his invention of 

the ‘escape challenge.’ 


