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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

by H. Alan Hoover 
 

As you read this, all final plans should be in place for our participation at SESCAL, 
(http://www.sescal.org/) which takes place on the West Coast, in the LA area on October 1-3, 2004.  
The Radisson Los Angeles Airport Hotel, 6225 West Century Boulevard, Los Angeles, California is 
the site of the show.  Randy Frank and Bob Morgan have provided additional details in a separate 
article within this issue.  I hope you are planning on attending.  We always enjoy seeing our members 
and creating new friendships by face to face meetings.  We will have the usual social functions and 
hope you will consider joining us there, also!  See you at the show! 

It is that time again to choose the officers for our Society.  You may recall that the bylaws 
were changed to permit 4-year terms for officers once the current 2-year term expired.  The 2-year 
terms expire on January 1, 2005.  Hence, we are opening the floor for nominations; and we ask that if 
you have a society friend who would consider serving as an officer, kindly submit your nomination of 
a recommended candidate or even yourself.  We will be in touch with them to see if they would like 
to be a candidate.  It is always a hard task to beg for more volunteers in order to keep the lifeblood of 
the society pulsing.  We need continued new blood and willing members to serve.  The positions of 
the President, the Vice President, the Secretary and the Treasurer are all open for nominations.  Our 
Treasurer has indicated his intention to pass the responsibility onto another, but we absolutely need 
your careful consideration about who should fill all the positions.  Please email the secretary  (all ad-
dresses are printed on the front inside cover) with your nominations.  Ballots with the list of nominees 
will be sent out in the December issue.  Make sure you participate in this overall process. 

We are proud to announce our continued recognition of Life Memberships to 30-year mem-
bers Gary Ryan and Endre Krajcsovics.  Congratulations to these two members!  Certificates rec-
ognizing the awards will be sent to them by the SHP Board. 

The Society is pleased to announce that we are now able to accept payment of the annual 
dues from any SHP member who also is a PayPal member, either in the USA, Canada or overseas. 
Dues paid by PayPal will include a fee of $1, making it US$16.00 for U. S. and Canadian members, 
and US$21.00 for members residing in all the other countries.  Make payments via PayPal to: 
TedBar1005@aol.com.  Book orders can also be paid conveniently through PayPal.  For book orders 
please ask us first to quote a ‘PayPal and shipping charges’ price. 

Regarding our other future show news: we continue to be visionary and to look ahead to our 
participation at INDYPEX; 8-10 July 2005, which is only 9 months from the time you read this.  
WASHINGTON 2006 issued an updated publication that listed all the national and international 
commissioners.  The Hungarian commissioner is István Glatz.  We are proud to welcome him as a 
new SHP member also!  Welcome to you!  The officers received a warm thank you note from him re-
garding our sponsorship of Hungarian exhibits at WASHINGTON 2006.  In the upcoming months, 
we will be making plans for our participation as well as for social meetings with Mr. Glatz.   

See you at SESCAL!  Ray, as always we will …. ‘Keep Stampin’!  
 
 
 

KUDOS AND WELCOME 
 

Congratulations to our members who received the following awards for their exhibits.  Don-
ald E. Green won the grand award, a gold, the APS pre-1940 medal, the US Philatelic Classics Soci-
ety award, and the United States Stamp Society statue of freedom award at the Plymouth Show with 
Patent Medicine Companies Subject to Revenue Act of 1862.  William Maddocks won a vermeil and 
the American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors award of honor at the same show with The Postal 
Marks of Bosnia/Hercegovina during the Austrian Occupation 187801918; Town, Railway, and Aux-
iliary Post Offices.  At ESPANA 04, Edward Wittenberg exhibited his Hungarian Postal History, 
1850-1871 in the select, by invitation only, Championship Class; Dezsö Nagy won a gold medal with 
The Envelope Issues of Hungary 1874-1900; and Robert B. Morgan received a large vermeil for the 
book, The Hungarian Hyperinflation of 1945-1946. 

http://www.sescal.org/
mailto:TedBar1005@aol.com
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Continuing, Alfred Kugel won a gold medal, the APS 1900-1940 medal and the Cuban Phil-
atelic Society gold at the Philatelic Show with American Intervention in the Caribbean 1898-1943.  
Mr. Kugel also won a gold, the California Collectors Club award, the Rossica Society of Russian Phi-
lately best Russian exhibit award, and the Postal History Society medal at Westpex with The Allied 
Intervention in Russia 1918-1925.  

Congratulations to H. Alan Hoover for being accepted into the prestigious MAFITT organi-
zation of distinguished Hungarian philatelists. 

Welcome to our newest members: Mr. Anatoly Chlenov of Pasadena, CA; Mr. István Glatz 
of Budapest, Hungary; Mr. Lutz Ihnken of Buchholz, Germany; and Mr. William O. Maddocks of 
Munster, IN.  

Congratulations to 30-year members of SHP Gary Ryan and Endre Krajcsovics, who have 
been awarded life memberships.  Both will receive a certificate attesting to their faithful support of 
Hungarian philately as members of SHP since 1974. 
 

 
 

IN MEMORIAM  - BERNARDO BIRO & ARTHUR STALLA 
 

 Mr. Biro passed away last March 27th.  He had been a member since 1998 and resided in Mi-
ami Beach, FL.  He was also a member of the American Philatelic Society. 
 Mr. Stalla was a life member of our Society, having joined in 1970.  Mr. Stalla contributed 
several articles for publication in The News.  He was also a life member of APS and spent his retire-
ment years in St. Petersburg, FL. 

Our condolences go out to their families and friends. 
 

 
 

PAY YOUR DUES THROUGH PAYPAL 
 

by  Ted Johnson 
 

 The Society is please to announce that we are able to accept payment of the annual dues from 
any SHP member who has a Paypal account anywhere in the world.  An additional $1 will be charged 
for a Paypal payment because of Paypal fees involved in each transaction.  This means that US and 
Canadian members need to send US$16 while members in all other countries should send US$21.  
We feel that this is a minimal charge for the convenience of paying electronically and will save post-
age and currency conversion fees, especially for non-US residents.  Please make Paypal payments to 
the Society’s account.  The e-mail is TedBar1005@aol.com. 
 Book orders can also be paid conveniently via Paypal.  Please ask us first for the ‘Paypal 
price’ including the applicable shipping charge. 

 
 
 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Csaba, 
 just a note complimenting you and your effort in editing The News.  I particularly like the ar-
ticle by Flasch.  Never occurred to me that my porto multiples of this issue represented legitimate, but 
re-composed overprinting stereotypes. 
 And, the sleuthing Mr. Flasch did also was most interesting.  Unfortunately, it will force me 
to get out my 30X magnifier and double check Mr. Flasch’s conclusions concerning the changes in 
location looking for the nick, etc. that identify individual pane positions.  But, that is what I take par-
ticular delight in doing… being a nitpicker that I am. 
 I assumed because the overprint arrangement did not correspond to that in English-language 
publication that I had a batch of phonies.  This article more than paid for my subscription/membership 
dues this year! 
 Keep up the good work! 
        Frank Delzer 
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A SENSATIONAL DISCOVERY – PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN DOMESTIC POSTAL CARD 
WITH KOSSUTH-CREST DESIGN FROM 1957 

 
by Gábor Voloncs 

 
/Translated by Csaba l. Kohalmi and reprinted with the permission of the author  

from the Szabolcsi Bélyegújság, April 2004, Issue No. 1-2./ 
 

 Starting in early 1956, the design of the domestic postal cards was changed from the indicium 
similar to the 5 Year Plan stamp, Scott No. 856, to an indicium representing an working steel mill.  
The new design was prepared by Mihály Füle.  The 1949 version of the People’s Republic coat-of-
arms appeared to the left of the MAGYAR POSTA inscription in the lower portion of the upright, 
rectangular design.  Similar to the preceding issue, the postal cards appeared in 20f and 40f values re-
quired to serve the local and domestic-distance postal rates.  The new cards showed a postal form des-
ignation in the lower left corner of the address side.  Such a designation was not utilized on the pre-
ceding issues.  The series of letters and numbers, MNOSZ 430-54.I., was the abbreviation for Ma-
gyar Népköztársaság Szabvány / Hungarian People’s Republic Formulary followed by the number of 
the form (430) and the year and month (1954 I.) that the regulation took effect.  Although the regula-
tion was promulgated in January 1954, printing the serial designation was not mandatory until 1956. 
 The newly issued postal cards (Simády Nos. 177 and 178) were put into service starting in 
April 1956.  They saw only a brief period of production and use because the national uprising and 
freedom fight of October 1956 swept away the Communist symbols of the Rákosi-era.  The Kossuth-
crest again became Hungary’s national symbol.  This was changed only in September 1957 when the 
National Assembly modified the constitution of the People’s Republic and adopted the so-called Ká-
dár coat-of-arms.  Postal cards with the new coat-of-arms (Simády Nos. 179 and 180) were intro-
duced into circulation starting in October 1957.  These cards carried the same formulary numbering.  
In 1958, a new version appeared with the numbering MSZ 430-54.I.  The selling price of the newest 
series (Simády Nos. 181 and 182) was increased to 10f over face value (30f and 50f) from the previ-
ous 8f over face value. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

40f Postal Card Entires, Simády Nos. 178 and 180. 
Number 178 (above, left) was issued in April 1956. 

Number 180 (above, right) was introduced in October 
1957.  The enlarged imprinted indicia shown to the left 

and right depict the different coat-of-arms.  The so-
called Rákosi-crest consisted of a crossed hammer and 
sheaf of wheat supplanted with a red star.  The Kádár-
crest utilized the stylized shield outline of the Kossuth-

crest filled with the red-white-green Hungarian na-
tional colors.  Basically, both coat-of-arms utilized a 
wreath outline made from sheaves of wheat and a rib-

bon depicting the Hungarian national colors. 
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 With respect to these postal stationery items, we have absolutely no information as to what 
was produced in the one-year interim from 23 October 1956 to October 1957 when the Kádár coat-of-
arms was introduced.  It is well known that during this time, there was a countrywide shortage of 
postal forms.  What happened? 

  During this period, the Kossuth-crest was the valid 
Hungarian national symbol as demonstrated by the Red Cross set is-
sued in January 1957.  The six values of the Workers’ Occupations 
series stamps were overprinted with the Kossuth coat-of-arms as well 
as a 100% charity surcharge. 
  Forty-eight years had to pass before the missing link 
was found: a 40f postal card with the Kossuth-crest in place of the 
defunct Rákosi coat-of-arms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 During that nearly one-year span, the State Printing Office had to have produced postal cards 
with the Kossuth-crest.  The proof is on this ordinary postal card mailed on 18 January 1965 from 
Köszegszerdahely.  Interestingly enough, the formulary numbering printed on this card showed MSZ, 
omitting the ‘N’ for the abbreviation of Népköztársaság/People’s Republic.  The selling price was ad-
vanced to 50f, something that didn’t happen officially until the 1958 issue. 
 This card, which surfaced recently, seems to be unique for now.  I am not aware that any 
large collection of Hungarian postal stationeries contains such an item.  Neither the State Printing Of-
fice nor the Stamp Museum has any documentation regarding such an issue.  Most likely, the docu-
mentation was destroyed.  It is also likely that the cards printed with the Kossuth-crest were stored in 
the Post Office’s Securities warehouse until the decision was made to destroy the stock.  It is possible 
that this card saw postal use because it was mixed into a shipment of cards sent to the Sopron Postal 
Directorate by mistake in the early 1960s.  (Köszegszerdahely is located in Vas Country near Szom-
bathely, but it falls into the Sopron Postal Directorate.)  Since the coat-of-arms part of the design is so 
small and blends into the general background color of the indicium, it would have taken a great 
amount of scrutiny to cull this card from the group of similar-looking items. 
 I am curious if the publication of this discovery will turn up other similar examples. 

 

 

  

 

The enlarged indicium of the 40f postal card shown on the left consists of 
the same basic steel mill design.  The Kossuth crest is plainly visible. 

The view of the entire card, the sensational find, currently unique, 40f postal card with the Kossuth crest, is 
shown above left.  The card was used at Köszegszerdahely on 18 January 1965 for ordinary correspond-

ence.  Simády Number 182, issued in 1958, is shown on the right.  Note that the imprints on both cards are 
identical: MSZ 430-54.I.  The selling price of both cards was 50f.  The different gray shades of the cards in 
the illustrations are the result of varying density yellowish paper used to print these cards.  In general, the 

paper used was of poor quality. 
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A RECENTLY DISCOVERED VARAŽDIN LOCAL ISSUE FROM 1919 
 

by Dr. Nikola Janić 
 

 I would like to report the discovery of a previously unknown local provisional postage due 
overprint on the Chain Breaker stamps of Slovenia, stamps of original design issued for Croatia as 
well as a Hungarian semipostal stamp.  I discovered these stamps shown in the accompanying illus-
tration in 2000.  These stamps were issued on 4 July 1919 and were use exclusively by the post offic-
es in Varaždin (Varasd in Hungarian), Croatia.  During this turbulent post-world War I period, the old 
stamp issues of the Hungarian Kingdom, as well as new issues for Slovenia and Croatia were used on 
an ‘as available’ basis without much regard to state boundaries that had yet to be finalized. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The nine stamps pictured on the left consti-
tute the Varaždin local issue.  Four stamps issued 
for Croatia-Slavonia and four for Slovenia were 
overprinted with the letter ‘T’ along with one sem-
ipostal stamps issued by Hungary in 1917. 
 The quantities prepared were as follows, 
stating in the top left of the illustration: 
 
Croatia, Scott  # 2L32  Quantity:  350 
Slovenia  # 3L1       250 
Croatia # 2L33       200 
Slovenia # 3L2       650 
Croatia # 2L35     3,500 
Slovenia # 3L3           unknown 
Croatia # 2L36       500 
Slovenia # 3L6       150 
Hungary # B55       150 
 
 

 

 

The cutout above shows two Chain Breaker stamps with 

the provisional ‘T’ overprint cancelled with the old 

Hungarian Crown cds at Varaždin on 12 July 1919. 
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THE LOCAL OCCUPATION OVERPRINTS PREPARED BY SERBIAN AUTHORITIES 
 

by Mike Rigsby and Csaba L. Kohalmi 
  
 The patchwork quilt of nationalities in the Bánát region of southern Hungary was the reason 
behind the Serbian authorities’ determination to occupy the area quickly.  They did this from 
Csáktornya in the west to Temesvár in the east down to the old Serbian border along the Danube.  
Local Serbian authorities prepared overprints on Hungarian stamps in order to assert their new na-
tional identity.  In the towns of Zombor, Ada, and Zenta, Hungarian stamps were overprint-
ed/handstamped with the Serbian royal coat-of-arms.  At first glance, these similar-looking overprint-
ed stamps can be easily mis-identified because of similarities in the overprint.  The Zombor locals 
were issued on 8 February 1919; the Ada overprints appeared one week later on 15 February 1919. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The above group of Zombor overprinted stamps was featured in an auction on e-Bay. 
Each stamp was backstamped by an expert certifying it as genuine. 

The variable clarity and positioning of the handstamped overprint is clearly demonstrated 
 on the stamps in this illustration. 

 

The Zombor overprint is illustrated on the 
left.  This overprint was applied with a 
hand-stamp and, as a result, is often lack-
ing central detail.  The outline of the 
drapes is rounded at the bottom. 
 
 
The Ada overprint is illustrated on the 
right.  This overprint was more carefully 
prepared and shows significant detail in 
the royal crest.  It is shorter in the vertical 
dimension than the Zombor variety, and 
the outline is tapered at the bottom. 
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A group of Ada overprints, possibly a complete set, from a similar e-Bay auction lot. 
The details in the Serbian royal crest are clearer and the positioning of the overprint is more uniform than on 

the Zombor issue.  The overall size of the overprint is also much smaller.   
 
 Not much has been written about the local overprint from still another town in the region, 
Zenta.  We’re illustrating examples below and would invite fellow collectors to open the dialogue on 
this subject. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The above two stamps are purportedly Zenta overprints, again featured in an e-Bay auction.  The device used 
for the overprinting was very crudely made and resulted in the blurry image shown with the stamp color washed 
out in the illustration on the right.  Two lion figures were added to support the central part of the coat-of-arms. 

 
 The overprint illustrated on the left is similar to the Zombor 
variety, but shows significant differences.  The outline drapes are 
different giving the appearance of a ‘snail’ in the upper left and right 
corners.  The ‘filler’ in the area between the inner crest and the outer 
drapes consists of various size ‘curlicues.’  On the Zombor version, 
this ‘filler’ shading is shaped like an inner shield that is especially 
noticeable along the bottom quadrant.  It is conceivable that this 
‘overprint’ is the work of a forger attempting to duplicate the Zom-
bor overprint.  It is also conceivable that this is another example of a 
still undocumented local issue.  We are inviting our fellow collec-
tors’ dialogue on this subject, also. 
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STILL ANOTHER MYSTERY OVERPRINT FROM THE POST-WORLD WAR I ERA 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 As long as we are on the subject of the post-World War I occupation era overprints, I would 
like to present a ‘mystery’ overprint to the general membership for identification.  I came across these 
stamps in an e-Bay auction about a year ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The stamps pictured above depict King Peter Karageorgevich of Serbia and are the 15p value 
probably issued by Serbia in 1914 (Scott #115).  They were overprinted in red with a new numeral of 
value followed by the currency abbreviation ‘f,’ most likely for the Hungarian ‘fillér’ as well as cir-
cles obliterating the old face value and the Kingdom of Serbia Post designation. 
 Could these have been intended for use in Croatia or the Bánát region of Hungary occupied 
by Serbian forces?  Or, do they represent another ‘fantasy’ issue from a turbulent era? 
 

 
 

THE 1954 SCIENTISTS SET: ERRORS ON HUNGARIAN STAMP DESIGNS 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 The 1954 Famous Hungarian Scientists set, Scott # 1098-1108, probably is the most flawed 
series of stamps issued by Hungary in terms of easily avoidable factual errors in the designs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The stamps with errors picturing, from left to right, János Irinyi, Károly Than,  

Ferenc (in lieu of Tivadar) Puskás, and Endre Högyész 
 

 The 30f stamp pictures János Irinyi, who is credited with discovering the safety match.  The 
stamp gives the dates 1819 and 1865 for his birth and death.  Actually, he was born in 1817 and died 
in 1895.  The 60f stamp shows chemist Károly Than, who died in 1908 instead of the 1904 date 
shown on the stamp.  The man shown on the 1,70Ft stamp is not Tivadar Puskás but his brother 
Ferenc.  Tivadar Puskás worked on the telephone exchange of New York City and is credited with 
multiple innovations in switchboard technology.  Finally, the 2Ft stamps portrays veterinarian Endre 
Högyész, who campaigned to control rabies in Hungary.  He died in 1906 instead of 1921, the date 
indicated on the stamp. 
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BRIGADIER GENERAL HARRY HILL BANDHOLTZ, POSTCARD COLLECTOR 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 Brigadier General Harry Hill Bandholtz was 
a major player in Hungarian history in the turbulent 
year of 1919.  He was the American representative 
of the Inter-Allied Mission in Budapest during the 
time of the Rumanian occupation of the city.  The 
general is credited with limiting the looting of Hun-
gary by the occupying Rumanian army.  He stood up 
to Rumanian General Diamandi by demanding that 
the Rumanians stop requisitioning food and expro-
priating private property and to return Hungarian 
railway rolling stock.  He also sealed the entrances 
of the Hungarian National Museum to prevent the 
stealing of its treasures that the Rumanians claimed 
had Transylvanian origins, which they claimed be-
longed to them now.  The general recounted his mis-
sion to Budapest in his book, An Undiplomatic Di-
ary, published in 1933.  A statue in his honor was 
erected in Budapest’s Liberty Square, near the US 
Embassy.  During the Communist era, the statue was 
removed but it was re-erected in 1989. 
 The illustrated postcard picturing a Tisza 
River fisherman and his fishing boat was mailed 
from Szolnok on 19 December 1907 to General 
Bandholtz in Manila.  General Bandholtz was the 
Chief of the Philippines Constabulary at that time.  It 
would seem that the general collected picture post-
cards from around the world.  Such collecting was a 
favorite hobby at the turn of the 20th century as peo-
ple exchanged picture cards of mundane  as  well  as 

of exotic places with others worldwide.  The sender was Andreas (András) Mertz, who rub-
berstamped the message side with his C.C.C. number of 3807.  My guess is that was the indication of 
his membership in a post card exchange club.  Does anyone know what the initials meant? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The front and back sides of the Szeged fishing bark and Tisza River fisherman picture postcard neatly ad-

dressed to ‘H. H. Bandholtz, Brig. Gen. U.S. Army, Chief of Philippines Constabulary, Manila, Philippine Isls.’ 
 

 

 

  

The Statue of Harry Hill Bandholtz in Liberty 
Square, Budapest 
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EARLY FOLDED TELEGRAM LETTER CARDS 
 

by Emmerich Vamos 
 

 The Hungarian Postal Administration, having achieved independence from Austria in 1867, 
gradually expanded its telegraph service in the country.  Initially, only the larger post offices were 
equipped to send telegrams.  By 1888, folded letter cards were introduced to allow telegrams to be 
sent from small post offices and postal agencies.  The text of the cards was printed in Hungarian (see 
Fig. 1), but a bilingual (Hungarian-Croatian) version was also produced for use in Croatia (see Fig. 
2).  The cards were basically telegram forms that the sender purchased and filled out with the text of 
the message.  The post office then forwarded the card to the nearest office or railway station outfitted 
with telegraph equipment.  The telegram was then transmitted to the addressee via Morse code, which 
represented the state-of-the-art technology at the time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The 35 krajczár selling price of the first issue cards included the cost of sending a five-word 
message.  The cost of every additional word was 2 krajczár, which was to be paid for in postage 
stamps affixed to the lower part of the inside of the card.  With the exception of the sender’s name 
and address, all words of the recipient’s address and message were counted in the total.  Fig. 3 shows 
a six-word telegram for which the sender paid an additional 2 krajczár.  The two 1kr stamps were 
placed incorrectly on the address side of the card.  The card was sent from the Stephansföld post of-
fice, which did not have telegraph equipment, to Modos for transmittal via a postal carrier, who trav-
eled either on foot or by wagon. 
 In 1892 the cost of the cards was reduced from 35 krajczár to 31 krajczár.  The new card 
doubled the number of words from the previous 5 to 10 that were covered by the selling price, but the 
cost of each additional word was increased to 3 krajczár.  Fig. 4 shows a telegram consisting of 18 

  

Figure 1.  The three different (35kr, 31kr, 62f) Hun-
garian-language version cards issued in 1888, 1892, 

and 1900.  

Figure 1.  The three different (35kr, 31kr, 62f) bilin-
gual (Hungarian-Croatian) version cards issued in 

1888, 1892, and 1900. 
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words where the cost of the 8 additional words was assessed at 24 krajczár.  The extra fee was paid 
with two 10kr and one 5kr stamps representing 1kr overpayment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 In cases were the telegram was transmitted from a railway telegraph 
office, an extra 15 krajczár fee was charged over and above the normal 
fee for the word count.  Fig. 5 shows such a usage.  The railway offices 
used a single-line canceller showing the name of the office (Keresztes 
Nyárad) and a rectangular boxed cancellation incorporating the same 
name along with the word ‘Feladatott / Transmitted’ and the date and 
time of day.  The three stamps (24kr, 10kr, 5kr) represent the cost of the 
extra 8 words (24kr) plus the railway telegraph office fee (15kr). 
 Expedited service required the payment of an additional fee.  The 
sender could request that the card be sent immediately by special postal 
courier.  In such cases, the letters ‘XP’ were added in front of the ad-
dressee’s name.  The cost of this service was 40 krajczár.  Fig. 6 shows 
such a usage on a 25-word message.  The 85kr is additional postage 
stamps paid for the cost of the15 extra words (45kr at the rate of 3kr per 
word) plus 40kr for the services of the special courier. 
 Regulations also permitted sending the cards registered.  The cost of 
registration was the same as for regular letters or postal cards: 10kr.  
The postage stamp(s) in payment of the registry fee was to be affixed to 
the address side of the card and not inside as with the payment for extra 
words other and services.  Fig. 7 shows a registered telegram card sent 
from Tolnaszántó, where the post office did not have telegraph equip-
ment, to Tamási for transmitting to the addressee. 
 
Figure 5.  Telegram showing the extra 15kr railway telegraph office transmit-
tal fee.  The 24kr stamp pair for 8 additional words at 3kr per word. 

  

Figure 3.  The extra word at 2kr per word was paid 
for with the 2 1kr stamps affixed incorrectly to the 
front of this card sent from Stephansföld to Modos 

for transmittal. 

Figure 4.  The additional eight words at 3kr per 
word were paid for with 25kr in postage stamps af-

fixed correctly on the inside of the card.  The stamps 
represent 1kr overpayment. 
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  Finally, the 62 fillér 
folded telegram letter cards 
issued on 1 January 1900 do 
not represent a rate change.  
On that date, the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy con-
verted from the forint-
krajczár currency to the koro-
na-fillér currency.  The rela-
tionship of the two currencies 
was 2 korona/fillér = 1 for-
int/krajczár.  Thus, the tele-
gram from valued at 31 
krajczár became 62 fillér.  
This rate remained in effect 
through the end of World 
War I. 

 
 

 

Figure 6.  Telegram 
form showing expedit-
ed service.  Note the 
‘Xp’ indication in 
front of the address-
ee’s name.  The 15 
extra words (the ‘Xp’ 
was also counted) cost 
the sender 45kr.  The 
fee for sending the 
card by special couri-
er cost an additional 
40kr.  The value of the 
four stamps totals 
85kr (plus 31kr for the 
cost of the card), a 
princely sum of almost 
2 forints.  In those 
days, field hands re-
ceived 1 forint pay for 
toiling from sunup to 
sundown.  

 

Figure 7.  Telegram card sent registered from Tolnaszántó to Tamási.  
The 10kr stamp on the address side paid the registration fee. 
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BACK TO BASICS: ENGRAVED vs. TYPOGRAPHED ENVELOPE DESIGN STAMPS 
 

by Steven Arato and Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

          How many times have collectors en-
countered the 20kr engraved envelope-design 
stamp (Scott # 17a) pictured on the left wish-
fully miscataloged as the typographed variety 
(Scott # 30a) in auction listings or dealers’ 
stockbooks?  Both stamps were printed in 
shades of gray.  On the engraved issue, the 
numeral of value was engraved in the printing 
plate and thus was printed in the color of the 
stamp.  On the typographed version (produced 
using book printing) issued starting in 1888, 
the numeral of value was printed in black col-
or separately from the stamp. 
 

 Dealers oftentimes make the mistake because the numerals of value look ‘black’ on both 
stamps and there is a significant financial incentive to call the stamp # 30a.  The engraved 20kr value 
line perforated 11 1/2 is catalogued at $40 in used condition.  The black numeral typographed stamp 
with the same 11 1/2 line perforation is worth $225 according to the Scott catalog.  In the case of mint 
copies, the differences in valuations are $775 vs. $1,400. 
 Actually, it is not very difficult to distinguish the two different printings of this stamp even if 
the similarity in color fools the novice collector at first glance.  The differences, which apply to all 
values of the envelope-design stamps, can be summed up as follows: 
 

ENGRAVED STAMPS (1874-) 
 

 The background fill lines are dense (154 lines) 
 There are no vertical fill lines on the stamps 
 The cross on top of the crown touches the 10th bead in top border 
 The wreath on the right and left sides is 1/2  mm from the border beads 
 The upper fold of the envelope covers the lower fold 
 There is no overlay printing on the stamps 

 
TYPOGRAPHED STAMPS (1888-) 

 
 The background fill lines are not as dense (84 lines) 
 With the exception of the 1kr value, vertical fill lines are visible especially in the corner 

triangles making them look checkered 
 The cross on the crown does not touch the border 
 The wreath on the right and left sides is 1 mm from the border beads 
 The lower fold of the envelope covers the upper fold 
 Light vertical overlay printing covers the entire stamp (it is most noticeable in the white 

margin around the design) 
 

Sometimes, the cancellations on used copies will cover some of the characteristics listed 
above or the positioning of the separately printed numeral will cover the envelope fold.  Nevertheless, 
there are enough other differences in the list to help in properly cataloging most existing examples of 
the 20kr stamps.  In our opinion, there is no excuse for blatantly miscataloging an engraved 20kr 
stamp and misrepresenting it as a rare typographed perforation variety! 

/Please note that in the above illustration, the engraved stamp depicted is the correct 11 1/2 
perforation.  The typographed stamp is the more common, 12 x 11 3/4 comb-perforated variety since 
your editor does not possess the scarce version./ 
 

 

 

 

Engraved (left) and Typographed (right) 20kr Envelope-
Design Stamps 
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THE FIRST HUNGARIAN FORMULAR AEROGRAMME FROM 1950 
 

by Robert Jensen and Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 This item was printed on unwatermarked paper with a very plain design.  There are left-
leaning red and blue slant bars printed along the top and the bottom of the form.  Additionally, there 
is a red line box with a post horn indicating the position for the stamp and a dark blue Légiposta / Par 
Avion (Airmail in Hungarian and French) indicium in the lower left corner.  The form was supplied 
with paper strips perforated 16 along the top and the two sides to help in opening when glued. 
 The aerogramme was sent from Balatonkenese to New York City and was franked with a sin-
gle copy of the 2Ft 5 Year Plan stamp paying the foreign letter rate of 1Ft plus the airmail surcharge 
of 1Ft.  It was posted on 5 February 1951 and was addressed to a Mrs. Harrington, who lived on New 
York’s Park Avenue.  Unfortunately, it was opened roughly and the perforated strips from the sides 
were discarded. 
 Specialists who collect Hungarian aeros (including the late László Hrbál) have never seen an 
example with this unusual format.  This item also represents the earliest known used aerogramme 
from Hungary.  It was acquired via a roundabout way on the eBay auction site from a seller in the 
People’s Republic of China!  Examples from late 1951 / early 1952, when aerogramme usage from 
Hungary became more common, were produced with folded tabs along three sides for closing the 
item.  Lines to help in writing the addresses and instructions for folding and opening were also added.  
All subsequent aeros from Hungary retained this format as discussed in the articles Hungarian Aero-
grammes, Parts I and II, published in the July-September and October-December 2003 issues of The 
News.  (As a footnote, the use of aerogrammes for correspondence from Hungary increased in the 
early 1950s as the post-World War II Hungarian refugees, who up until then resided in displaced per-
sons camps throughout Western Europe, started to settle in the United States and Canada.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

This formular aerogramme is the earliest known example used from Hungary.  Note the perforations running 
along the bottom of the slant bars located at the top of the illustration creating a fold-over tab.  When sealed, 
this tab was on the backside of the form.  Similar tabs existed along the left and right sides, but these were re-
moved upon opening.  The item was mailed from Balantonkenese on 5 February 1951.  Because it was posted 

early in the year, the authors surmise that it was prepared and issued in 1950. 
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THE SALE OF THE LATE DR. ANDREW M. MUNSTER’S COLLECTION 
 

by Simon Barb 
 

The June 8th sale of Dr. Andrew Munster’s collection of airmail covers provided a rare op-
portunity to glimpse – and for some, to purchase – some of the most elusive items within Hungarian 
Aerophilately.  The auction, organized by Matthew Bennett Inc and conducted simultaneously on 
EBay Live!®, provided plenty of excitement as prices for certain items reached levels way in excess 
of their estimates. For the writer, it was also my first experience with the EBay Live!® system, and I 
have added a couple of comments about this at the end of the article. 

The collection was broken down into 42 lots with the lowest eventually selling for $160 and 
the highest $5250.  The collection, as a whole, raised well over $30,000.  This figure could – in my 
view – have been even higher since the grouping of items excluded certain bidders who might have 
been interested only in one or two items within the groups as offered. 

The auction started with two non-aerophilately items: a superb specialized collection of the 
1919 Portraits Issue which sold for $3500 and Andrew’s award winning collection of 1945-46 infla-
tion covers.  The inflation collection included one of the only two known Abony postmaster’s provi-
sionals on cover and a cover showing an exceptionally rare combination usage of both pre- and post-
war postage dues.  Bidding for this unique assembly reached $5250. 

The first of the many surprises came with the first “air” item offered, a small study of the 
1918 Repülö Posta surcharges with the highlight being an example of the infamous inverted 1K 50f 
surcharge – accompanied by a Kessler guarantee.  (Equipped with today’s knowledge, I am not sure 
that the long-dead Mr. Kessler would regard this expertization as having been the finest moment in 
his philatelic career.)  Clearly, the controversial stamp did not discourage bidding since the lot sold 
for $900 against an estimate of $500-$750. 

Fine examples of all the well-known balloon covers attracted plenty of interest.  The bidding 
on classic covers did not quite reach the stratosphere but came close.  A German language example of 
the 1896 Godard cover fetched $2300 while lively bidding lifted the 1898 Tepser Balloon cover to 
$1350 – almost twice its original “higher” estimate.  

The bidding for covers spanning the period 1910 to 1927 was slightly more muted, although 
the final prices were far from disastrous.  For example, a group of 7 Przemsyl cards was knocked-
down for $850 against an estimate of $300-$400.  I suspect that had the cards been illustrated indi-
vidually in the catalogue and sold thus, an even higher price might have been achieved. 

Similarly, 10 covers from 
the 1918 first commercial airmail 
service were grouped together and 
sold for $1900, against an estimate 
of $750-$1000.  (I was the bidder 
who lost out at $1800).  This group 
of covers included a Stiasny cover 
to Krakow and two of the 142 flown 
last-day covers.  Both items would, I 
suspect, have been of interest to a 
much wider audience than the total 
grouping.  Whatever the case, the 
original estimate was surely rather 
conservative! 

As further evidence of the 
high current level of interest in this 
flight period, the next item, a regis-
tered July 4th letter to Lemberg but 
returned to Budapest, fetched $2500 
against an estimate of $300-$400.  
This item is illustrated on the left.  

 
Registered cover sent 4 July 1918 on the first flight of the military 
airmail service addressed too Lemberg but returned to Budapest 
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Unfortunately, an example of the July 21st crash flight cover – also estimated at $300-$400 – 
was withdrawn from sale at the last moment.  I think it would be fair to guess that it might have 
reached a much higher figure! 

The EBay system then came to the fore with groups of domestic and international covers rep-
resenting the 1920-1924 era going to internet bidders at slightly more modest prices. 

A few more or less unusual items sold relatively quickly, but still at good prices.  A group of 
nine Justice for Hungary covers sold for $375, while the beautiful 1932 cover to Shanghai (illustrated 
in Vic Berecz’s monograph) sold for $280.  After that, a pair of “Gerle 13” covers (Oran, signed, and 
Haifa without signatures but with the delayed handstamp) was quickly knocked down for $210.  More 
lively bidding saw three fine catapult covers selling individually for $600 to $850. 

The auction then moved to the Zeppelin covers, only a few of which were sold individually.  
A fabulous 1929 Balkan flight cover with on board cancellations reached $475 (estimate $150-$200), 
while a 1933 Chicago flight registered postcard realized $450.  The piece de resistance, a 1933 
Romafahrt postcard was sold for$500.  All three examples were well above the estimates.  

It was, therefore, a bit anticlimactic to see a tremendous group of 7 covers and 4 postcards 
representing other “minor” Zeppelin flights (Ostsee, Sachsenfahrt, Pommernfahrt, Islandfahrt and 
even Englandfahrt) being grouped and sold together.  These covers were not illustrated but still 
reached $1000.  I cannot help but feel that more aggressive marketing would have resulted in a sub-
stantially higher figure.  I find it a little bizarre to seeing auction catalogues show page after page of 
desirable but rather dull US or UK definitive stamps being sold individually, but the same auction 
houses failing to illustrate these quite unusual, much sought after and far more attractive items.  A 
similar fate awaited a quite exceptional group of 18 Zeppelin flight covers to North and South Ameri-
ca spanning the years 1931-1936.  These duly reached $1700 against an estimate of $1000-$1500. 

The excellent “balance of the collection” comprising no less than 195 flown covers or cards 
encompassed a wide range of items spanning early airmail services, 1922-1924 inflation frankings, 
the 1931 Aeropostale Service to South America and 1935 Imperial Airlines covers to London and 
Amsterdam, plus other later items was sold for $3500.  One must suspect – indeed hope - that some of 
these items will be offered, in due course, for auction elsewhere. 

The EBay Live® site worked well in general.  I placed bids in advance on a few items and 
these were handled well.  However, the system did not allow bids to be placed (in advance) below the 
nominated starting figure.  While this was hardly a problem in most cases, there were a few items that 
failed to achieve the starting figure, and the auctioneer at that point accepted lower bids.  To take full 
advantage of that required “presence” at the auction and a nimble finger on the keyboard!  Also, as a 
minor quibble, the main EBay system did not have the timing right for the auction.  Again, this was 
not a major problem unless one had relied on this data to delay in making a bid.   

The auction again showed the strong interest in all items of Hungarian aerophilately and rein-
forced its opportunities for the future.  The exceptional success of the auction must act as a fitting 
tribute to Dr. Munster’s painstaking work that went into building such a fine collection. 
 

 
 

AIRMAIL RATES TO SOUTH AFRICA 
 

by Endre Krajcsovics and Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 
 In previous articles, several authors wrote about Hungarian overseas airmail rates.  Since the 
philatelic literature provides only bare bones information on the airmail surcharges which varied by 
continent as well as by country, analyzing airmail covers proves to be the best source of documenta-
tion.  Most of the philatelic research that was published on the pages of The News focused on airmail 
rates to Europe, North and South America, and Australia.  The airmail rates to the various regions of 
Asia, the Middle East, and Africa continue to evade study because of the lack of flown covers. 
 The authors, who own two airmail covers sent to the Union of South Africa in 1940, hope to 
spur the research with this short article.  These covers demonstrate that the airmail surcharge to South 
Africa in the late-1930s through 1941 was 90f per 5gm.  (The German offensive in the Balkans start-
ing in April 1941 would have presented a major obstacle to airmail service to this part of the world.  
Some mail may have passed through Italy through early 1942, but such covers have not surfaced yet.)   
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  The first cover, which is from the 
Krajcsovics collection, was posted on 15 No-
vember 1940 and was franked with 1,30P 
postage (foreign letter rate of 40f, airmail sur-
charge of 90f).  The letter was censored by 
Hungarian and South African authorities.  The 
letter’s weight of 5gm was marked in pencil 
in the upper left corner of the envelope.  The 
‘5’ is obscured by the censor tape; the squig-
gly line visible in the illustration is really a 
letter ‘g’ which is the abbreviation for ‘gram.’ 
  The second letter is from the edi-
tor’s collection.  It was posted on 17 April 
1940 and was franked with 2,20P postage 
(foreign letter rate of 40f, airmail surcharge of 
2 x 90f).  The letter was censored in South Af-
rica only.  It weighed more than 5 but less 
than 10 grams, still under the foreign letter al-
lowance of 20gm but triggering the 2nd 
weight class as far as the airmail surcharge 
was concerned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

HUNGARICA NEW ISSUES 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 On 23 April 2004, Austria commemorated the 150th anniversary of the 1854 wedding of Em-
peror Franz Joseph and Elisabeth with a 4.50 euro face value souvenir sheet containing three stamps.  
The stamps depicted portraits of the royal couple as well as the wedding procession.  Austria also is-
sued a pane of six 1.25 euro stamps for Catholics’ Day on 28 April 2004.  One of the stamps repro-

 

  

Two Hungarian airmail covers to South Africa from 
1940.  The one on the left is franked with 1,30P 
paying the foreign letter rate of 40f plus the 5gm 
airmail surcharge of 90f.  The one below is franked 
with 2,20P for the foreign letter rate of 40f plus the 
10gm airmail surcharge of 1,80P.  Both were 
opened by censors in Hungary or South Africa. 
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duced the image of the Virgin Mary from the treasury altar in the Basilica of Mariazell.  The altar was 
a gift of King Lajos the Great of Hungary, who made large endowments to the Basilica in 1350-60. 
 On April 12, 2004 Dominica issued a series of stamps for the Athens Summer Olympics de-
picting winners from previous contests.  The 25¢ value showed Károly Takács of Hungary, who won 
gold medals in the rapid fire pistol event in 1948 and 1952.  Takács lost his right hand in World War 
II but relearned to shoot with his left.  His trademark confidence in winning was demonstrated that he 
gave a pre-written statement to reporters at the conclusion of the contest. 
 

 
 
THE CORRECT ABBREVIATIONS FOR CURRENCY UNITS ON HUNGARIAN STAMPS 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 
 Five different currencies were used since the first Hungarian stamps appeared in 1867.  Of-
tentimes, catalog publishers and writers use literary license in creating abbreviations.  For the sake of 
consistence, I’m offering the following table of ‘officially’ acceptable, case-sensitive currency unit 
abbreviations. 
 

Currency 

(1 unit = 100 subunits) 

Period of Use Abbreviation of the  

Basic Unit 

Abbreviation of the 

Subunit 

forint - krajczár 1867 -1900 ft  1 kr 2 

korona - fillér 1892 - 1926 K  3 f   

pengö - fillér 1926 -1946 P 4 f 

adópengö 1946 ap - 

forint - fillér 1946 - current Ft 5 f  6 

 
1 occasionally, the abbreviations ‘fo’ and ‘frt’ were used, but not on stamps (only two forint value 
stamps were produced in this era) 
2 ‘krajczár’ was also spelled ‘krajcár’ 
3 the korona currency was introduced in 1892 but the first stamps denominated in the new currency 
appeared only in 1900.  The revenue stamps in the korona currency were issued in 1898. 
4 during the hyperinflation in 1946, ‘milpengö’ designation for million-pengö and ‘bpengö’ for billion 
(US = trillion) pengö were used, but these were not new currencies and represented only simplifica-
tions for handling the zeros in the numerals 
5 the international abbreviation for the current forint currency is HUF 
6 Because of the inflation of the forint in the 1990s, the fillér subunit, for practical purposes, no longer 
exists in Hungary.  The forint will disappear as well with the introduction of the euro in 2008. 
 

 
 

THE EDITOR’S NOTES 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 
 The May 2004 issue of the American Philatelist published a list of the 1896 Hungarian Mil-
lennium postal cards compiled by Kalman V. Illyefalvy.  The list included the printing quantities for 
each of 32 different 2kr cards and the 30 different UPU-rate 5kr cards as well as the artists’ names re-
sponsible for each design. 
 Judy Kennett sent a photocopy of the article titled A Revealing Page that she authored for 
the May 2004 edition of the Postal Stationery Collector, Vol. 10, No. 1, Issue No. 37 published in 
Australia.  The article was adapted from the article Counterfeit 1971 ‘Lithographed’ Stamps Made 
from Stamped Envelopes that Judy co-authored for the January-March 2004 issue of The News.  The 
article highlighted the work of master forger François Fournier and the efforts of the philatelic com-
munity to document the fakes from material obtained from the forger’s estate. 
 Dr. Leslie S. Ettre pointed out the typographical error in the January-March 2004 issue: the 
beatification of King Károly IV, who ruled briefly from December 1916 to November 1918, is near-
ing completion.  I erroneously typed King Károly II. 
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 The Michel-Rundschau tally of postage stamp new issues for 2002 showed that Hungary 
contributed 47 items to the 12,532 different stamps issued by the world’s postal administrations.  
Hungary continues to exercise moderation in new stamp issues.  For comparison, the United States’ 
stamp production in 2002 was 264 items. 
 The 31 May 2004 issue of Linn’s Stamp News featured an article by Rick Miller titled Ad-
miral without a navy, kingdom without a king.  The author related the turbulent time in Hungarian his-
tory following the end of World War I, the dismemberment of the Austro-Hungarian Dual Monarchy, 
the declaration of the Republic, its subsequent invasion by the neighboring states, the brief Soviet Re-
public of the Councils, and the restoration of the kingdom headed by Regent Miklós Horthy, a former 
admiral and commander of the Austro-Hungarian navy at the end of WWI.  Since the Treaty of Tri-
anon reduced Hungary’s land area by two-thirds and the country lost its only seaport, Fiume, the ox-
ymoron created by the form of government and head of state were popular subjects for contemporary 
writers.  The ‘kingless kingdom’ had a precedent in Hungarian history: from 1446 to 1452, János 
Hunyadi was regent because the infant László V, the posthumous son of Albert of the House of 
Hapsburg, could not function as king.  The fact that Horthy was a former admiral added color to the 
stories.  Although his title was ‘regent,’ Horthy persisted in wearing his admiral’s uniform during his 
regency.  It also highlighted the fact that he was the ‘hadúr,’ warlord or commander-in-chief, during 
the return of Hungarian-inhabited regions in 1938-1941 as well as in the military campaigns of World 
War II.  Horthy failed in extricating Hungary from World War II when most of his generals refused to 
heed his order on 15 October 1944 to surrender to the Soviets.  The allies investigated his activities 
and cleared him of any war crimes charges.  Horthy died in exile in Estoril, Portugal, in January 1957.  
His ashes were returned to his former estate in Kenderes, Hungary, in the early 1990s. 
 In response to the aforementioned article, Phil Schreiber’s letter, A ship for Miklós Zrinyi, 
was published by Linn’s on July 12th.  Phil pointed out that the Austro-Hungarian battleship S.M.S. 
Zrinyi served in the US Navy as the USS Zrinyi, the only American naval vessel named after a Hun-
garian.  The Catalog of U.S. Naval Postmarks lists the USS Zrinyi commissioning date as 22 Novem-
ber 1919, at which time a Naval post office was established on board.  See the following article on the 
brief history of this American warship.  The quest is now on to find a postmark! 

The Stamp Soaker column written by J. A Watercutter and published in the July 5th issue of 
Linn’s, featured the challenging problems associated with soaking Hungarian stamps printed in the 
late 1930s and early 1940s.  The author experienced hit-or-miss results.  He advised soaking the 
stamps in very hot water for about 15 minutes with a couple of drops of liquid dishwashing detergent 
added and then carefully attempting to pull away the backing.  Using a lot of patience, he was more or 
less successful with three stamps (one stamp acquired a small thin) from the 1939 definitive issue 
(Scott Nos. 544 and 549).  He also found that trying to soak a Red Cross semipostal stamp (Scott No. 
B146) was not just extremely difficult but nearly impossible.  He advised collectors to trim the excess 
paper from such a cutout as close as possible to the stamp before mounting it in an album unsoaked.  
From personal experience, I can attest to that!  I found that trying to remove stamps from a batch of 
1940s-era parcel slip cutouts was impossible.  It didn’t matter if they were definitive or commemora-
tive issues.  The combination of the adhesive and the coarse paper formed a bond that was impermea-
ble to water.  I wondered if the postal clerks of that period used some kind of non-water-soluble muci-
lage to affix stamps to the parcel post letters.  Still, there are plenty of off-paper, undamaged, used 
stamps around, so soaking is a possibility if one wants to destroy the postal history nature of a cover.  
(This article was also a good example as to how authors tend to jumble up Hungarian currency units.  
The 20f St. Stephen stamp became 20-forint; and the 12+50f Red Cross semipostal, 12-forint+50f.) 

Dr. Nikola Janić’s short treatise on the Varaždin provisional postage due stamps was very in-
teresting.  However, I would encourage further research into these issues, especially to document the 
numbers quoted in the article for the quantities produced of each ‘overprint.’ 

The APS Affiliates column that appeared in the June 2004 issue of the American Philatelist 
featured our Society and mentioned our upcoming West Coast meeting scheduled for 1-3 October 
2004 in conjunction with SESCAL in Los Angeles, CA. 

Check out the new website of our sister organization, the Hungarian Philatelic Society of 
Great Britain.  The site can be found at http://www.hpsgb.net. 
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Judy Kennett commented that news about Hungary or Hungarians is seldom published in 
Australia’s the daily newspapers.  She sent along a copy of census figures from Australians Histori-
cal Statistics showing the continent/nation’s population by country of origin from 1861 through 
1981.  The numbers for Hungary were lumped under Austria-Hungary until after the end of World 
War I.  The figure for 1911 indicated that out of Australia’s population of 3.692 million, less than 
3,000 were born in the Dual Monarchy.  After WWI, the figures for Hungary were listed separately.  
Still, in 1941 only 1,227 Hungarian-born people lived in Australia.  Perhaps, this would account for 
the scarcity of correspondence from Hungary to Down Under.  With the influx of refugees after 
World War II, the number rose to 14,602 in 1951, but still an insignificant percentage out of a total 
population of 7.7 million.  The next wave of Hungarians arrived following the defeat of the 1956 up-
rising whose numbers peaked at 30,553 in 1961.  The last entry in the table is for 1981, which showed 
28,709 Hungarian-born people out of a total population of 11.752 million. 

I would like to thank the first-time contributors as well as the regulars for helping to make the 
July-September issue of The News a little thicker.  This issue contains a number of co-authored arti-
cles that grew out of letter and e-mail correspondence I received, some of which was recent, some a 
couple of years old.  So, please keep your cards, letters, and e-mails coming! 

 

 

 

ZRINYI 
 

/ From the Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships – Department of the Navy – Naval Histori-
cal Center, 805 Kidder Breese SE, Washington Navy Yard, Washington, DC 20374-5060 / 

 
Zrinyi – an Austro-Hungarian, pre-dreadnought battleship– was laid down on 15 November 

1908 at the Stabilimento Tecnico of Trieste; launched 12 April 1910; completed in July 1911. 
During World War I, the Radetzky class Zrinyi served with the 2d Division of the Austro-

Hungarian Navy’s battleships and took part in the bombardment of the key seaport of Ancona, Italy, 
on 24 May 1915.  However, the Allied control of the Strait of Ottranto meant that the Austro-
Hungarian Navy was, for all intent and purposes, effectively bottled up in the Adriatic.  Nonetheless, 
their presence tied down a substantial force of Allied ships. 

After the Hapsburg Em-
pire collapsed in 1918, the Aus-
trians wanted to turn over to the 
newly created state of Yugosla-
via to prevent the Italians from 
getting their hands on the ships.  
However, the victorious Allies 
refused to acknowledge the 
conversations between the Aus-
trians and the Yugoslavians and, 
in due course, reallocated the 
ships. 

Zrinyi had apparently 
been turned over to the Yugo-
slavs, as it was a Yugoslav na-
val officer, Korvetten-kapitan 
Marijan Polic who turned over 
the ship to representatives of the 
United States Navy at Spalato, 
Dalmatia, on the afternoon of 22 
November 1919.  Simultaneous-
ly, the pre-dreadnought was 
commissioned  as  USS   Zrinyi;  

 

 
S.M.S. Zrinyi / USS Zrinyi 

The Radetzky-class battleship was a relatively new addition to the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Fleet.  She was launched in 1910 and had a displacement 
of 14,000 tons and a top speed of 20 knots.  Her armament included four 
12” guns, eight 9.4” and twenty 3.9” guns.  (The illustrated card is from 

the collection of Alfred Kugel.) 
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and Lt. E. E. Hazlett, USN, assumed command.  The initial American complement consisted of four 
officers and 174 enlisted men – the latter entirely composed of United States Naval Reserve Force 
personnel. 

Zrinyi remained at anchor at Spalato for nearly a year while the negotiations that would de-
termine her ultimate fate dragged on.  Only once, in fact, did she apparently turn her engines over; 
that occurred during a severe gale that struck Spalato on 9 February 1920. 

On the morning of 7 November 1920, Zrinyi was decommissioned; Chattanooga (C-16) took 
her in tow and, assisted by Brooks (DD-232) and Hovey (DD-208), pulled the battleship to Papaja, 
Italy.  Under the terms of the treaties of Versailles and St. Germain, Zrinyi was ultimately turned over 
to the Italian government at Venice.  The pre-dreadnought was later broken up for scrap. 

 
/ The Zrinyi family played a significant role in Hungarian history.  They were of Croatian 

origin (see Croatia, Scott # 56-58, 294-298) and owned large estates in Croatia and southern Hunga-
ry.  The first Miklós Zrinyi (1508-1566) was the Bán of Croatia and defended the fortress of Szigetvár 
against Suleiman the Magnificent in 1566.  Although the Sultan died of natural causes during the 
siege, Zrinyi and the remaining handful of defenders were forced to make a desperate charge out of 
the burning inner fortress and all perished (see Hungary, # 606, 1769; Jugoslavia # 1317).  The sec-
ond Miklós Zrínyi (1620-1664) (see Hungary # 1021) was the great-grandson of the defender of 
Szigetvár.  He was a statesman and poet who continued his uncle’s struggle against the Ottomans.  
He, too, was the Bán of Croatia and wrote a heroic poem titled ‘Szigeti veszedelem’ expounding the 
heroic deeds of his namesake ancestor.  During his short life, he worked tirelessly to unite the Hun-
garians who were squeezed between the Hapsburgs and the Ottomans.  He died under suspicious cir-
cumstances after being gored by a wild boar.  Péter Zrinyi was Miklós’s younger brother who sought 
to extricate Hungary from Turkish domination by conspiring to form an alliance with the French 
against the Hapsburgs in 1681.  He and his fellow conspirators were beheaded on order of the Court 
of Vienna.  The Hapsburg retribution that followed ignited a series of ‘kuruc = crusader’ rebellions 
in Hungary which culminated in the freedom fight (1703-1711) led by Ferenc Rákóczi the Second 
(1676-1735) (see Hungary # 487-491, 607, 1043-1047,2411-2417, also, set issued in 2003).  
Rákóczi’s mother was Ilona Zrinyi (1643-1703) (see Hungary # 630, 1022) who defended the fortress 
of Munkács against the Hapsburg general Caraffa’s forces for three years before surrendering in 
1685.  She was the widow of Transylvanian Prince Ferenc Rákóczi the First and later married ‘ku-
ruc’ general Imre Thököly (1657-1703) (see Hungary # 2547). 

At the end of World War I, the mostly Croatian-nationality sailors of the Dual Monarchy’s 
fleet mutinied on 21 October 1918 and seized the ships in the name of the Croatian National Council.  
The terms of the surrender dictated that the remnants of the Austro-Hungarian fleet be turned over to 
the Italians and that the sailors become prisoners of war regardless of nationality.  This prompted the 
scuttling of several vessels and the eventual surrender of the S.M.S. Zrinyi to the Americans. 
       I am assuming that the battleship was named after the poet and statesman Miklós Zrinyi.  Ed./  

 
 
 

 
2004 NEW ISSUES 

 

Issued 16 April 2004 
 

60th Anniversary of the Holocaust 
 

Face value: HUF 160.  Size: 40 x 30mm. 
Designer: Péter Nagy.  The design depicts a Star of David scratched into a stone. 
Technical details: Printed using offset in sheets of 50 by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in an edition 
of 250,000 stamps. 
 

Issued 19 April 2004 
 

On the Way to the European Union (Part 4) 
 

Face value: HUF 190.  Size: 26 x 33mm. 
Designer: Gyula Molnár.  The design depicts gold stars forming a clock face with red and green 
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hands (each of the four stamps showed the hands of the clock moving closer to 12 o’clock.) 
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote printers, Ltd. 
 

Issued 20 April 2004 
 

Ceramic Art 
 

Face value: four stamps, each HUF 160.  Size: 30 x 41.7mm (stamps), 138 x 69mm (small sheet). 
Designer: Eszter Domé.  The stamps depict porcelain vases from the Zsolnay factory. 
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote printers, Ltd. in miniature sheets of 4.  200,000 
sheets were issued. 
 

Issued 23 April 2004 
 

Police Day 
 

Face value: HUF 48.  Size: 40 x 30mm. 
Designer: Ágnes Rozmann.  Design shows the emergency phone number ‘112.’ 
Technical details: Definitive stamp printed in offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in sheets of 50. 
 

Issued 30 April 2004 
 

Hungary’s Accession to the European Union 
 

Face value: HUF 500.  Size: 105 x 70mm. 
Designers: Orsolya Kármán and Andrien Szmola.  The design shows gold stars forming the shape of 
Hungary’s borders. 
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote printers, Ltd. in an edition of 150,000 souvenir 
sheets. 
 

Issued 1 May 2004 
 

European Union Ten New Member Countries 
 

Face value: HUF 120, 150.  Size: 45 x 26.7mm. 
Designers: Jan Solpera, Orsolya Kármán, and Andrien Szmola.  The HUF 120 stamp depicts Hungar-
ian folk art motifs.  The se-tenant HUF 150 stamp shows the map and national flags of the new mem-
ber countries.  This stamp is a joint issue with the other nine nations. 
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in a quantity of 200,000 small 
sheets of 10. 
 

Issued 7 May 2004 
 

CEPT – Europa – Vacations 
 

Face value: HUF 160.  Size: 36.7 x 33.3mm. 
Designers: Erzsébet Szekeres, Balázs Sutta.  The design shows a village on a sunny day with children 
and flowers. 
Technical details: Printed using offset in small sheets of 6 by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in an edition 
of 720,000 stamps. 
 

Stamp Day – Masterpieces of Hungarian Artists 
 
Face value: HUF 48, 65 (stamps), 400 + 200 (souvenir sheet).  Size: 40 x 31.5mm (stamps), 71 x 
71mm (souvenir sheet). 
Designer: Ferenc Gusztáv Borbély.  The stamps show Erzsébet Schaar’s sculpture Walls and Doors 
(based on a photo by Tibor Mester) and Tihamér Gyarmathy’s painting Translucent Red Circle (pho-
to by Tibor Hajdu).  The souvenir sheet reproduced Béla Kondor’s painting, The Wasp King. 
Technical details: Printed using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in an edition of 200,000 sets 
of stamps and 80,000 souvenir sheets. 
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Animals of Hungary (Part 3) 
 
Face value: HUF 48, 65, 90, 120 (stamps) and 500 (souvenir sheet).  Size: 40 x 30mm (stamps), 90 x 
65mm (souvenir sheet). 
Designer: Kálmán Székely.  The stamp designs show a lesser mole rat, bearded tit, snake-eyed skink, 
beluga, and Hungarian anthaxia on the souvenir sheet. 
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd.  The issue quantities were 250,000 
sets and 100,000 souvenir sheets. 
 

Election of Members of European Parliament 
 
Face value: HUF 150.  Size: 35.3 x 45mm. 
Designer: András Andor.  The design shows a hand putting a vote into the ballot box with gold stars, 
the map of Europe and the European Parliament in Strasbourg, France. 
Technical details: Printed in offset in an edition of 150,000 by the State Printing Office, Ltd. 
 

Issued 21 May 2004 
 

100th Anniversary of the International Federation of Soccer Associations (FIFA) 
 
Face value: HUF 100.  Size: 30 x 40mm. 
Designer: András Dina.  The design shows a slice of birthday cake topped by a soccer ball. 
Technical details: Printed in offset in an edition of 150,000 by the State Printing Office, Ltd. 
 

Central European Catholic World Meeting 
 
Face value: Six stamps in a souvenir sheet, each HUF 100.  Size: 26 x 33mm (individual stamps), 100 
x 152mm (souvenir sheets). 
Designers: Szilvia Lázár, Tibor Raszler.  Mariazell photos by M. Oberer.  The designs show Madonna 
statues from the Basilica at Mariazell and churches in Óbuda and Celldömölk. 
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in an edition of 200,000 small 
sheets. 
 

 
 

 

COME TO SESCAL 2004 
 

October 1 – 3, 2004 
 

Radisson Hotel at LAX, 6225 W. Century Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90045 
 

You are all invited to SHP’s Annual Meeting on Saturday, Oct. 2, 2004, 1 PM. 
 

Meet your fellow Society members, exchange ideas and stamps, bring a friend. 
Ask your questions and describe your interests so the Editor can cover them in future editions of  

The News.  Constructive suggestions are most welcome. 
 

On Friday evening we are planning a dinner party at a fine Hungarian restaurant. 
Please let us know at the Society table if you are able to join us. 

 
Don’t miss this very promising get-together of SHP members, spouses and friends. 

Come, say hello, and sign the visitor’s book at the Society’s table. 
Study the Hungarian related exhibits.  Walkthroughs are available on request. 

 
The Show Program is available on the SESCAL 2004 web-page 

 
www.SESCAL.org  

 
SEE YOU AT THE SHOW! 

 
 

 

http://www.sescal.org/
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 WASHINGTON 2006 UPDATE 
World Philatelic Exhibition, Washington, D.C. 

May 27 – June 3, 2006 
 

 It is less than two years to this once-in-a-decade philatelic extravaganza.  The preparations 
are in the advanced stages, and SHP is keeping up with the Committee’s planning. 
 
 For those planning to exhibit, the applications are ready and can be requested from your 
commissioner.  Hotel reservations with special discounts are available through the Washington 2006 
web page.  140 dealers from around the world have already signed up. Updated information is availa-
ble at www.washington-2006.org.  
 
 Your Society is planning many surprises for the members.  Advanced peek: Hungary’s 
Commissioner to Washington 2006, Mr. István Glatz recently joined the SHP ranks (a warm wel-
come!).  He graciously offered to consult with any SHP member offering to look at any philatelic ma-
terial and to render his expert opinion.  He is an accredited Hungarian philatelic expert,  an avid col-
lector, a celebrated exhibitor and an accredited FIP judge.  SHP members will have a chance to meet 
him personally. 
 

Many more surprises to come, watch for announcements. 
A bit of advice: planning ahead will make your experience that much more pleasurable. 

 
       Bob Morgan    Randy Frank 
       323-272-7282    947-720-1629 
       robertmorgan@adelphia.net               rfrank@sossi.org 

 
 

 
 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WORLD’S FIRST ADHESIVE REVENUE STAMPS  

ISSUED BY AUSTRIA (and USED IN HUNGARY) 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 The 2004/2 issue of the bulletin of the Revenue and Documentary Stamp Collectors Section 
of Mabéosz commemorated a relative obscure event, the 150th anniversary of the introduction of ad-
hesive revenue stamps in Austria in 1854.  This ‘event’ followed the appearance of adhesive postage 
stamp issues relatively soon after the first Austrian stamps appeared in 1850.  Up until 1854, the gov-
ernments of Europe collected documentary revenue by issuing pre-taxed forms that carried a printed 
indicium indicated the level of tax.  In order to simplify the preparation of the myriad of legal forms 
subject to taxation, Baron Spiegefeld submitted a proposal in 1848 to the Ministry of Finance to use 
adhesive tax stamps similar to postage stamps ‘invented’ by Sir Rowland Hill.  The implementation 
of this proposal took six years, but Austria became the first country to utilize adhesive tax stamps.  At 
that time, following the crushing of the 1848-49 War of Independence, Hungary was an administered 
province of the Austrian Empire.  As a result, adhesive documentary stamps came into use in Hunga-
ry simultaneously with other parts of the Austrian Empire.  
 The 1854 issue was denominated in ‘convention münze,’ meaning that 1 Austrian florin was 
divided into 60 kreuzer.  This is designated by the initials ‘C. M.’ on the revenue stamps.  The first 
issue consisted of eleven denominations from 1 kreuzer to 3 florins and was used until 1858 when the 
monetary system of the empire was decimalized.  The 1858 series was similar in design for the origi-
nal issue, but the ‘C.M.’ designation was dropped. 

 
 

HUNGARIAN IMPERFORATES: Collector with substantial amount of Hungarian imperforates 
would like to buy, sell or trade with others with this material.   
Please contact John Simons, 16 Carrotwood Court, Fort Myers, FL 33219.  Tel: 239-267-4068. 

http://www.washington-2006.org/


 

   

 
HUNGARIAN STAMPS FOR SALE 

Different and unusual items seldom offered for sale - net priced from $50 to $5000 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A VIEW IN FULL COLOR AT:      www.northstamp.com 
 

Little Gems of Hungary 
 

Austria & Hungary Naval Covers 

Hungary Philatelic Literature 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FREE COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF HUNGARIAN STAMPS FOR SALE:  1871 Lithos in 
grades average to superb, used and unused and by plate positions types; Engraved issues, reprints; the 
Envelope/Numeral and the Turul issues specialized; and all other issues including semi-postals, airs, 
dues, etc.  All are offered NH, unused and used as well as varieties.  Also offering a full list of Occu-
pations, genuine and counterfeit, again with varieties; and non-Scott material such as Western Hunga-

ry, WWII locals, hotel posts, telegraphs, some forerunners and other postal history. 
Dan Demetriade, P.O. Box 09700, Detroit, MI 48209 

tel: 313-842-4370 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years 

1 1-3 1970-1972 

2 4-6 1973-1975 

3 7-9 1976-1978 

4 10-12 1979-1981 

5 13-15 1982-1984 

6 16-18 1985-1987 

7 19-21 1988-1990 

8 22-24 1991-1993 

9 25-27 1994-1996 

10 28-30 1997-1999 

11 31-32 2000-2001 

to be announced 33- 2002-   (new format) 
 
Each book individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of 11 for  

$320.00.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Order from:  
H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,  

e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WORLD’S FIRST  
ADHESIVE REVENUE STAMPS ISSUED BY AUSTRIA  

(and USED IN HUNGARY) 

 

 

Happy First Birthday, Abigail and Brianna! 

/ The Editor’s twin granddaughters,  

born July 22, 2003. / 


