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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

by H. Alan Hoover 
 

SESCAL, http://www.sescal.org/, our show for this year is now behind us.  My congratula-
tions to Randy Frank and Bob Morgan on coordinating all the details of the society’s involvement and 
resolving all the problems along the way, too.  Although attendance was extremely light and we only 
signed up 2 new members, we do feel that we were extremely successful with the four gold and two 
silver exhibit awards received by the six society exhibits.  Thank you again to all who participated in 
every way.  Our society did extremely well.  Bob Morgan even took the Reserve Grand Award for the 
entire show – congratulations to Bob and to all our exhibitors.  Photos and awards as well as the 
meeting minutes of the board meeting can be found in this issue. 

As we mentioned last issue, it is that time again to choose the officers for our society.  Alt-
hough we have had no series of presidential debates within the society, the candidates will gladly 
serve you in their respective capacities if elected.  Enclosed you will find a ballot.  We encourage you 
to submit your ballot and to participate in this process of electing your officers. 

As recorded in the meeting minutes, we discussed future show participation and our plans are 
noted within the report.  Perhaps you can make one of our future shows.  INDYPEX; 8-10 July 2005, 
only seven months away from the time you read this.  We have 45 frames reserved until 1 May 2005 
for our society’s participating exhibitors at the Indianapolis show, so make your plans now.  Prospec-
tus and additional information on INDYPEX can be found at http://www.indianastampclub.org/. 

I am pleased to announce that Anthony Muller has accepted the position passed on to him by 
Randy Frank as Society Chairman for our participation in WASHINGTON 2006.  This international 
show will be a winner, and a team of volunteers will be needed to support all the efforts that Anthony 
will coordinate.  Thank you, Anthony, for accepting this position and we will be there to assist you.  

Lastly, I would like to highlight one of the SESCAL exhibits by Randy Frank.  It had to do 
with the 1933 International Scout Jamboree in Hungary.  What a fantastic exhibit!  We discussed with 
Randy the possibility of documenting his exhibit somehow for everyone to share, perhaps as a mono-
graph or a series of articles in The News.  Hopefully, we can encourage Randy to do this in order to 
show his wonderful work and research.   

For now …. Ray, as always we will …. ‘Keep Stampin’!  
 
 
 

KUDOS AND WELCOME 
 

Congratulations to our members who received the following awards for their exhibits.  
Robert B. Morgan’s book, The Hyperinflation in Hungary, won the Diane Boehret award 

for the best philatelic handbook published in 2003/1004.  The committee of the American Philatelic 
Congress judged it the best literature entry in Stampshow 2003, SESCAL 2003, Chicagopex 2003, 
Colopex 2004 and Napex 2004.  Congratulations, Bob! 

Henry Hahn won a large gold medal in the World Stamp Championship class at the Singa-
pore International Stamp Show, and Peter H. Bech received a large vermeil in the Sweden National 
Exhibition for his 1945-46 Hungarian hyperinflation exhibit. 

Congratulations to Gábor Visnyovszki for receiving the European Philatelic Merit award, 
which is the highest recognition given by the European Philatelic Academy. 

Welcome to our newest members: Mr. Zoltan J. Brutler of Maynard, MA; Mr. David M. 
Gary of Torrance, CA; Mr. Alexander Stanton of Escondido, CA; and Mr. Edward P. Waters of 
Albuquerque, NM. 

 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM – Dr. FERENC NAGY, Sr. 
 

 The Hungarian philatelic community mourns the loss of Dr. Ferenc Nagy, Sr. of Bu-
dapest at the age of 99.  Dr. Nagy possessed an immense amount of knowledge about Hun- 

http://www.sescal.org/
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garian postal history, especially the start and the development of airmail service. 
 
 
 

SESCAL 2004 PALMARES 
 

 Our members did an outstanding job in presenting their exhibits at SESCAL in conjunction 
with our Society’s annual meeting.  Congratulations! 
 Robert B. Morgan received a gold medal, the George Bennet Memorial Reserve Grand 
Award, the APS Medal of Excellence 1940-1980, and the Postal History Society medal for his exhibit 
titled Hungary: Hyperinflation 1945-1946.  R. S. Frank received a gold medal and the Society for 
Hungarian Philately best multi-frame exhibit award for 1933 Boy Scout World Jamboree.  Dr. Paul J. 
Szilagyi received a gold medal, the America Air Mail Society award, and the APS Medal of Excel-
lence 1900-1940 for Hungarian Airmails 1922-1929.  James M. Gaul received a silver medal for 
Hungarian Town Cancellations on Austria’s First Issues 1850-1871. 
 In the single-frame exhibit competition, Lyman R. Caswell received a gold medal, the Back-
of-the-Book Award, and the Society for Hungarian Philately Best Single-frame Exhibit award for The 
1953 Commemorative Postage Due Stamps of Hungary.  W. Ted Johnson received a silver medal for 
The Wonderful World of Hungarian Stamp on Stamp. 
 The philatelic jury for SESCAL included SHP members Donald Green of Sunnyvale, CA 
and Kalman Illyefalvy of Baltimore, MD. 

 
 
 

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM YOUR SECRETARY AND PRESIDENT TO OUR 
MEMBERS REGARDING THE “DUES REMINDER” NOTICE 

 
by Robert B. Morgan & H. Alan Hoover  

 
Despite the much higher postage and printing costs, SHP presently is still able to hold the line 

on the very low membership fees of $15 for USA and Canada, $20 for all other countries.  The mem-
bership fee will remain the unchanged for the next calendar year covering January 1 to December 31.  
Dues for the year of 2005 are payable by December 31, 2004.  Dues notice and, for your convenience, 
a pre-addressed envelope is included with this issue.  For payments made via PayPal, please follow 
instructions listed on the inside front cover of this issue.  Please cooperate with your Officers by pay-
ing your membership dues promptly. 

We have enrolled many new members since this subject was brought up previously, but let us 
discuss it here again.  SHP does not have any paid employees.  All Officers and Board members are 
volunteers whose only ‘payment’ is the knowledge and satisfaction that they can be part of the ad-
vancement of Hungarian philately.  I only mention this because every year we have a few members 
whose procrastination with paying their dues on time costs SHP dearly.  SHP cannot afford such a 
luxury anymore.  It also is a very frustrating experience for your Officers.  

It is very time consuming and expensive to follow up on members who neglect to pay their 
dues on time.  Each time a letter has to be written and it costs the SHP postage to mail it.  Instead of 
using the time for other, constructive purposes, it is spent on writing ‘reminder’ letters.  Every time 
one of us has to make a telephone call to find out why there is a delay in payment, it costs us money 
out of pocket.  It is not fair for a few procrastinators to expect this kind of ‘personal service’ when the 
other 98% of the members cooperate. 

 Therefore, our President has instructed the Executive Board that any member who does not 
pay his or her dues and have the payment in the Treasurer’s hands by January 31 of each year, will 
not receive any further issues of The News.  We will also enter a request for change in our by-laws 
that will require the payment of a ‘reinstatement fee’ for dues received after January 31st.  

It is just as easy to send a check now than to postpone it for a week or two.  Do it now and 
your cooperation will be greatly appreciated by your elected Officers of SHP.  Thank you! 
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EXPERT OPINION RE: NEWLY DISCOVERED NAGYVÁRAD OCCUPATION OVER-
PRINT ON INVERTED  ‘KÖZTÁRSASÁG’ OVERPRINTED 4f HUNGARIAN STAMP 

 
by István Glatz 

 
/The author’s expertization was provided to Richard Stark, who owns examples from the newly dis-
covered sheet of stamps.  Excerpts from the four-page manifest translated by Csaba L. Kohalmi./ 

 
 The expert opinion was rendered regarding a complete sheet of 100 of the 4f Hungarian 
stamp with inverted KÖZTÁRSASÁG / REPUBLIC / overprint and normal, upright REGATUL PFTFT 
ROMANEI Bani overprint (Scott # 6N31, MBÁ # 52). 
 The basic stamp used for the Nagyvárad overprinting was issued on 15 December 1918.  It 
was prepared in printer’s sheets of 4 x 100 using three separate operations to print the stamp image, 
the numeral of value ‘4’, and the KÖZTÁRSASÁG overprint. 
 /Editor’s Note: The Magyar bélyegek monográfiája discussed the haste in which the 
Köztársaság overprinted stamps were prepared.  The appearance of the overprinted Harvester issue 
was preceded on 23 November by the overprinted Károly-Zita stamps.  The overprint designed for the 
Harvester stamps consisted of the 17mm long word KÖZTÁRSASÁG set in 10-point grotesque type at 
an angle of 45° with respect to the horizontal line of the image.  The horizontal spacing was 14mm; 
the vertical spacing, 19mm.  Three types of plates were prepared: 100-subject for use on existing 
stock of stamps, 4 x 100 with normal configuration and 4 x 100 with opposite configuration (top 2 x 
100 upright, bottom 2 x 100 upside down) for the newly printed sheets.  Some values of the Harvester 
stamps were printed in 4 x 100 sheets that were in a tete-beche configuration; hence, the need for the 
two versions of the 4 x 100 subject overprinting plates.  The rush in which the issue was prepared 
compounded by the variety of printing plates resulted in inverted overprints for all values of the Har-
vesters issue.  Because of the postal demand for stamps, many inverted sheets escaped detection by 
the inspectors and were shipped to post offices.  The data from Jászai and Dr. Weinert showed that 
the 2, 3, 5, and 6 fillér values saw postal usage.  While there is no data for the actual quantities in ex-
istence, the inverted overprints on the Harvesters stamps are fairly common.  The 2003 Hungarian 
stamp catalog priced the 10f value at HUF 2,500 (US$12.50) in while the other, more common ones 
were priced in the US$1.50 to $2.50 range.  The printer’s sheet of 4 x 100 for the 4f stamp was con-
figured with the panes in all four quadrants upright with respect to each other.  Still, the variety of 
printing plates used in the overall production easily contributed to the significant quantity of inverted 
overprints for this value as well as for others./ 
 Up until this time, there has been no knowledge amongst collectors and in philatelic literature 
of the existence of the Nagyvárad overprint on an inverted KÖZTÁRSASÁG overprinted stamp. 
 There is no printer’s log from the production of the Köztársaság issue.  The Stamp Museum 
does not possess actual printing plates that could have aided this investigation.  Still, the technical 
merits of the two overprints were meticulously examined and compared with similar issues owned by 
collectors and the Stamp Museum.  These consisted of several dozen full, mint sheets of 100 of the 4f 
Harvester stamps with upright KÖZTÁRSASÁG overprint; one 2 x100 perforated and gummed upper 
half of a printer’s sheet; one 3 x 100 imperforate, gummed partial printer’s sheet; one 4 x 100 imper-
forate and ungummed printer’s proof sheet, all with upright KÖZTÁRSASÁG overprint; as well as 
five 4f stamps (including a block of 4) with inverted KÖZTÁRSASÁG overprint and two sheets with 
normal KÖZTÁRSASÁG and REGATUL PFTFT ROMANEI Bani overprints. 
 Based on the examination of the normal, upright KÖZTÁRSASÁG overprints, it can be con-
cluded that there are constant, repeated similarities as well as discrepancies in the overprint.  These 
can be summarized as follows: 

 The angle of the overprint on all sheets is 45° with respect to the horizontal frame line. 
 The horizontal and vertical spacing of the overprint on the sheets is fairly uniform.  A 0.5mm 

deviation was observed in some places, but this is a normal production deviation attributable 
to poor paper quality. 

 The length of the overprint varies by +0.1 to –0.2mm. 
 The contours of the letters, the color density of the overprint, and other visually observable 

characteristics yield a different picture.  Certain sheet positions show repeatable characteris-
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tics.  At the same time, there are detectable differences in the guaranteed genuine sheets in 
possession of the Stamp Museum.  The thickness of the letters, the contour lines, and other 
distortions support the conclusion that, for all practical purposes, the overprint on each stamp 
is remarkably different.  There are no two identical overprints on any one sheet.  It is possi-
ble, that the plate(s) were repaired during the course of production by replacing two rows of 
text per each 100-subject quadrant of the printer’s plate. 

 The 4 x 100 full printer’s proof sheet provided the best data for authentication of the subject 
discovery sheet.  The top of the second ‘Á’ found on most of the stamps in column 7 of the 
proof is tapered and appears to be missing the accent mark.  This flaw is repeated on all 10 
stamps of column 7 of the lower right quadrant.  These and other characteristics that can be 
found on the discovery sheet lead to the conclusion that it is from lower right quadrant of the 
4 x 100 printer’s sheet. 

 The color of the overprinting is black; the examined stamps exhibited only a slight deviation 
in the shades of black. 

 
Regarding the examination of the five stamps with the inverted KÖZTÁRSASÁG overprint: 

 
 The investigation was severely hampered by the lack of a 4 x 100 printer’s sheet or even a 

full 100-subject post office sheet. 
 The inverted KÖZTÁRSASÁG overprint on the five stamps from the Stamp Museum is simi-

lar to the other, different denomination Harvesters stamps.  The lettering is poorly inked to 
the point that the accent marks are almost invisible.  When they are visible, the marks are 
above and are distinctly separate from the letters.  In the case of normal, upright overprints, 
the same marks are fully inked and are joined with or straddle the top of the letters.  The sub-
ject inverted discovery sheet shows the characteristics of the latter, that of the sheets with the 
upright overprint.  The discrepancy can be explained by noting that the printing plate became 
filled with ink as the production progressed resulting in fuller, more heavily inked lettering.  
Theoretically, this is also a possible deviation in the sheets with upright overprints.  Again, 
the lack of a full sheet of 100 with the inverted overprint precludes a firmer conclusion. 

 
Conclusions regarding the 

REGATUL PFTFT ROMANEI Bani 
overprint: 

 
 The background of the 
overprinting is well documented.  It 
is a known fact that only full sheets 
of 100 were utilized for the over-
printing.  The production was con-
ducted under strict controls, so par-
tial sheets or individual stamps 
could not be overprinted.  The full 
sheets of stamps were requisitioned 
from the Hungarian Post, which 
precluded the overprinting of pri-
vately owned sheets.  The circum-
stances surrounding the production 
of the Nagyvárad overprint support 
the conclusion that both of the over-
prints (KÖZTÁRSASÁG and RE-
GATUL PFTFT ROMANEI Bani) 
on the discovery sheet are authentic. 
 

Summary: 
 
 The assumption that several versions of printing plates were utilized for the overprinting of 
the KÖZTÁRSASÁG stamps cannot be ruled out.  This assumption is bolstered by the examination 

 

Lower left corner detail from the photocopy of the sheet of the newly 
discovered Nagyvárad occupation overprint on the 4 fillér  
Harvesters stamp with inverted KÖZTÁRSASÁG overprint. 
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of the overprint on multiple sources.   It is acknowledged that the lettering on the KÖZTÁRSASÁG 
printing plate was changed in multiples of two rows, but it is also possible that repairs were made in 
single rows or by columns.  Similarly, the continued examination of additional sheets of stamps will 
probably support the findings that while some positional indicators are constant, others will exhibit 
greater or lesser differences from sheet to sheet. 
 As a result, finding differences in any newly examined sheet should not be used to label that 
sheets as being counterfeit.  Having compared the discovery sheet with the source sheets listed earlier, 
and having found similarities in positional indicators, it can be concluded that the discovery sheet was 
overprinted with an authentic printing plate. 
 The authenticity of the REGATUL PFTFT ROMANEI Bani overprint is also supported by 
the determination of factual observations. 
 The inspection of the only known inverted KÖZTÁRSASÁG overprinted sheet required in-
tensive scrutiny and a thorough review of every small detail.  The study had been recorded on 20 
handwritten pages that include tables of measurements made on the horizontal and vertical spacing of 
the overprint, its length and angle as well annotated sketches of the lettering by position in the sheet.  
These will be available for publication. 
 On the basis of what was detailed above, we consider the discovery sheet as an genuine varie-
ty produced by authentic printing plates. 
 /Signed by Glatz István, stamp expert; Dr. Bodor Mihály, consultant stamp expert; and Flasch 
Dezsö, consultant technical advisor./ 

 

 

 
THE 1949 UPU BOOKLETS 

 
by Emmerich Vamos 

 
 The 75th anniversary of the establishment of the Universal Postal Union was commemorated 
with plenty of philatelic surprises by the Hungarian Post.  Several modern philatelic rarities can be 
found amongst these issues. 
 For starters, the ‘common’ stamps issued on 1 November 1949 (Scott Nos. 859-860, C63) 
were printed in sheets of 100 and were sold perforates as well as imperforate.  Neither the perforated 
(issued quantity: 130,688 sets) not the imperforate (issued quantity: 59,770 sets) are great rarities. 
 This issue was followed by a 3Ft (Scott No.  C81) value printed in perforated and imperforate 
sheets of 4 stamps issued on 2 July 1950.  Because single stamps were needed to fill spaces in printed 
albums, a significant number of the 14,000 perforated and 10,000 imperforate sheets were cut apart.  
Today, these two sheets in mint, never hinged condition with pristine, uncracked gum are scarce and 
much sought after by collectors. 
 The Scott Stamp Catalog also mentions the existence on booklet panes of 6 as a sub-listing 
for numbers 859-860 and C63.  These panes were created from specially perforated sheets of the UPU 
stamps.  I will illustrate the origin of these using the sheet layout diagram from the Magyar Bélyegek 
Monográfiája / The Monograph of Hungarian Stamps.  These sheets were created most likely to 
capitalize on the marketing opportunity presented by this popular, worldwide collecting topic.   

Starting with the left margin, the perforating pins were removed from the odd numbered col-
umns on the specially perforated sheets.  In addition, the pins were also removed from the top margin 
and from between all columns of the first row of stamps.  This resulted in 90 stamps per sheet that 
were imperforate on the left or the right side.  The Hungarian stamp catalog shows that 105,108 such 
stamps were printed.  Ten stamps from these sheets were perforated along the bottom only.   
 The Hungarian Post directed that booklets, consisting of single blocks of 6 stamps (2 x 3) of 
each value, be prepared from the special sheets.  The panes of 6 were removed from either the top-
most three or the bottommost three rows of the sheets, including the appropriate sheet margins.  The 
booklets were produced by placing the panes inside of covers printed with the inscription UPU / 
HONGRIE / MAGYARORSZÁG and fastened together with two staples.  As a result of varying the 
positions from which the panes of 6 were removed, four distinct varieties of booklets were created.   
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Layout of the specially perforated sheet used for making the UPU-booklets. 

The straight lines denote the vertical perforating pins that were removed (1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Block of 10 2Ft UPU stamps from the upper left corner of the specially perforated sheet illustrating the perfo-
rated along the bottom only stamps from the top row and imperforate on the right or left side for the stamps in 

the rest of the sheet. 
 
 As a result of the ‘creative’ perforating, several varieties of stamps and stamp pairs could be 
derived from the special sheet.  Single stamps could be imperforate on the right or left side or imper-
forate on three sides (right, left, top).  Pairs of stamps could be imperforate on the right and the left 
side, imperforate in between, imperforate on three sides (right, left, top), or imperforate on three side 
plus in between depending from what position they originated. 
 Similarly, the blocks of 6 stamps removed from these sheets and used to create the booklets 
resulted in the four varieties of booklets.  The diagram on the next page illustrates the process. 

 

The top row of stamps was imperforate on three sides.  These stamps were perforated along the bottom only. 
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 Booklets containing the type A panes are the most common.  These consist of pairs of stamps 
imperforate on the left and the right sides.  Complete booklets are priced at HUF 25,000 (US$119) in 
the Hungarian catalog.  The type B panes, which contain stamps imperforate down the middle, are 
priced at HUF 50,000 (US$238).  The special booklets all have the top pair of stamps perforated 
along the bottom only.  The remaining two pairs are either perforated on the right and left sides (type 
C) or imperforate in between (type D).  These booklets are priced at HUF 150,000 (US$714). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

C D 

A B 

 

 

Type A booklet pane: pairs of stamps are 
imperforate on the left and right sides. 

Type B booklet pane: pairs of stamps are 
imperforate in between. 
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 The illustrations clearly show that the type A and B booklets utilized the lower sheet margins 
while the type C and D booklets utilized the upper sheet margins for assembly purposes.  Theoretical-
ly, each specially perforated sheet could yield five blocks of 6 of the types A and C, but only four 
blocks of 6 if the B and D tear patterns were utilized.  The remnants of the sheets, consisting of the 
two outer columns and the middle four rows, yielded a significant number of specially perforated sin-
gles and multiples of stamps that are readily available in the philatelic marketplace. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 The booklet covers also show a slight difference.  While the text and the location of the 
Communist coat-of-arms is the same, the cover for the type C and D stamps carries an additional im-
print of ‘1950.  – 7075/0501’ on the lower left corner.  The 1950 date would indicate that the ‘special’ 
booklets made their appearance in 1950, probably alongside the reissued 3Ft value (Scott # C81) as 
the Hungarian Post made a last gasp efforts to capitalize on the collecting excitement as the UPU an-
niversary passed.  It is interesting to note that neither the Monograph of Hungarian Stamps (pub-

  

Type C booklet pane: top pair of stamps is perfo-
rated along the bottom only, the other two pairs 

are imperforate on the left and right sides. 

Type D booklet pane: top pair of stamps is perfo-
rated along the bottom only, the other two pairs 

are imperforate in between. 

 

 

Booklet cover for the type A and B panes. Booklet cover for the type C and D panes 
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lished in 1966) nor the Handbook of Hungarian Stamps (published in 1986) mentions the types C 
and D booklets.  The Hungarian Postage and Revenue Stamp Catalog lists the ‘special’ booklet (type 
C or D), but does not differentiate between the two. 

As stated before, the type A booklets are the easiest to find while type B is significantly hard-
er.  Since very few type C and D booklets were prepared, these constitute one of the scarcest exam-
ples of modern Hungarian stamp issues.  Keep your eyes open at stamps shows since most of the 
dealers don’t know the differences between the booklets. 
 

 
 

 

HUNGARICA  
NEW  

ISSUES 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 See the New Issues 
for 2004 column for the write-
up of the joint stamps issued 
by Hungary, Austria, and Is-
rael honoring Theodore 
Hertzl, the founder of the 
modern Jewish State.  The 
Hungarica stamps were print-
ed in the same format of small 
sheets of 9 with three margin-
al tabs along the bottom 
shown on the left for all three 
postal administrations.  This 
format is commonly utilized 
by Israel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

FOLLOW-UP TO THE MYSTERY OVERPRINTS FROM THE JULY-SEPTEMBER 2004 
ISSUE OF ‘THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY’ 

 
by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 
 William Maddox speculated whether the so-called Zenta overprints were actually a variant 
of the Nagyszeben overprints.  Because Zenta ended up in the Serbian occupation zone, I had as-
sumed that the rather crudely prepared overprint depicted the Serbian royal coat-of-arms.  The fact 
that the outline drapes resembled the Ada and Zombor overprints contributed to this hasty judgment.  
Actually, we now think that this overprint depicts lions holding the four-field central element of the 
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Rumanian royal crest; but it is not the Nagyszeben issue, which lacks the outline drapes.  It is possi-
ble, though, that the Rumanians aspired to occupy Zenta in the disputed Bácska region, hence the 
origin of the ‘fantasy’ overprint. 

 Bill also wrote that the Serbian King Peter stamps pictured on the top 
of page 8 were not a postal issue but were overprinted for use as emergency 
currency to alleviate the shortage of coins and banknotes in the Serbian oc-
cupied portions of (former) Southern Hungary.  This was confirmed from 
Great Britain by Roger Morrell, who sent along a photocopy from the 
March 2004 issue of the Jugopošta, the journal of the Yugoslavia Study 
Group.  In that issue, Jim Busse reported that the Serbian ‘mystery’ stamps 
“were overprinted and used in 1919 … in the Croatian town of Osijek as 
emergency money.  They were short of coinage at the time.  The stamps 
were pasted on a rather thick card stock, with printing on the back, explain-
ing their purpose.”  The printing consisted on the text Za 10 (20 or 40) fili-
ra daje I prima Frankova tiskara Osijek I. Kolodvorska ulica broj 28. 

 
 
 

FOLLOW-UP TO THE AIRMAIL RATES TO SOUTH AFRICA ARTICLE 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 Jan Jaap de Weerd provided another example of an airmail cover from Hungary to South 
Africa as well as excerpts from the airmail rates informational booklet published by the Hungarian 
Postal Directorate in 1936.  The booklet gave very detailed, country by country breakdown of airmail 
surcharge rates for letters and parcel.  The Union of South Africa was listed on page 11.  As surmised 
from the covers published before, the airmail surcharge was 90f for each 5 grams in addition to the 
foreign letter rate of 40f plus the cost of other applicable services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Title page of the Légipostadíjszabás book published by the Hungarian Postal Directorate in 1936.  The air-

mail surcharge rate for the Union of South Africa (Délafrikai-Unió) is given on page 11. 
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Letter posted from Budapest to Johannesburg, Union of South Africa in 1939 franked with 1.30P paying the 
foreign letter rate of 40f plus the airmail surcharge of 90f.  The letter was mailed at the airmail window of the 
Budapest 72 post office on 7 April 1939 and was sent from the Budapest 20 airport post office on the next day. 

 
 
 

1944 REVISTED SIXTY YEARS LATER: THE PHILATELIC RAMIFICATIONS OF  
HUNGARY’S FALL INTO THE ABYSS 

 
by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 
 On New Year’s Day 1944, Miklós Kállay was in his second year as Prime Minister of Hunga-
ry.  During his brief tenure, he skillfully tried to hold together the Hungary whose territory was ex-
panded by various arbitral awards courtesy of Hitler and Mussolini as well as military conquests.  For 
this cause, he sacrificed the Second Royal Hungarian Army in  sup- 
port of the Wehrmacht on the Russian front in 1942-43 (The me-
morial stamp issued in 2003 is shown on the right.)  While he dis-
liked the Nazis, he also wanted to keep the Bolsheviks out of Hun-
gary.  In order to extricate the country from this dilemma, he ex-
plored ways of surrendering either to the British or to the Ameri-
cans.  The political vacillations of his premiership were caricatured 
as the Kállay-duet, named after a well-known folk dance from 
Transylvania.  Unfortunately, he did not have a full grasp of the 
cataclysmic problems Hungary was to face in the coming year. 

 Hungary’s head of state, 
Regent Miklós Horthy (Scott Nos. 
445-9, 525-7, 555-7, 570-2, 597-9, 
B100) turned 75 years old in the 
previous year.  His successes in re-
gaining parts of the historical King-
dom of St. Stephen in 1938-1941 
were now marred by personal trage-
dy.  His son, Vice-Regent István, 
was killed in an airplane crash on 
the Russian front in August 1942 
(Scott Nos. 600, B170) thus ending 
the dynastic aspirations of the Hor-
thy family.  While this is only a his-
torical supposition, the illustrated 
postcard (probably from around 
Christmas, 1941) tends to support 
the theory.  It pictured the Regent, 
surrounded by the Vice - Regent and 

Regent Miklós Horthy flanked on the left by his son, Vice-Regent 

István Horthy, and on the right by his grandson, István Horthy, Jr.  

The Horthy family crest is visible in the lower left and the emblem 

of the Vitéz Order in the upper right corner of the card. 
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the baby István Jr.  ((The last time I read about him in the mid-1980s, 
István Horthy, Jr. had converted to Islam and was living in Indonesia.  
Interesting fact is that the Liberty Monument (Scott No. C71, also on 
the Soviet stamp from 1959 shown on the left) atop Gellért Hill in Bu-
dapest was commissioned to serve as a memorial to István Horthy.  
Designed by noted sculptor Zsigmond Kisfaludy Strobl (Scott No. 
2858), it was erected in 1947 as a monument to the liberation of Hun-
gary by the Red Army.))  Following the death of the vice-regent, the 
position of a successor to Regent Horthy was left unfilled.   

Horthy’s surviving son Miklós Jr. was actively trying to spring 
Hungary out of the German orbit.  He was involved with the not-so-
secret ‘escape office’ that made contacts with the British through An-
kara, Lisbon and the Vatican to secure favorable surrender terms for 
Hungary.  As the Soviet military pushed the Germans westward, Hun-
gary became a strategically important base for German military opera-
tions.  Hitler decided to act.  He summoned Horthy to Klessheim on 18 
March 1944 and informed him of the German occupation of Hungary.  
Kállay was deposed and found refuge in the Turkish Embassy.  Döme 
Sztójay, Hungary’s ambassador to Germany and a known Nazi stooge 

was appointed premier.  There was little resistance to the invading 
German forces.  Most notably, Endre Bajcsy-Zsilinszky fired a 
few shots from his revolver at the soldiers coming to arrest him.  
Bajcsy-Zsilinszky (Scott Nos. B185, B187) was an opposition 
member of Parliament and a genuine Hungarian patriot.  He was 
later released but eventually was re-arrested and executed on 23 
December 1944 at Sopronköhida on orders of the Hungarian Ar-
row Cross government. 

 

Horthy remained as Regent, but the Parliament was purged of non-German sympathizers.  It 
swiftly rubber-stamped the decrees initiated by German potentate, Edmund Veesenmayer.  Hungary 
fell into a moral vacuum as the countryside’s sizeable Jewish population was  rounded  up  and  trans- 

ported to extermination camps (60th 
Anniversary of the Holocaust stamp 
from 2004).  During the summer of 
1944, Horthy managed to exert some 
influence with Eichmann and stopped 
the deportation of approximately 
200,000 Jews from Budapest proper.  
By this time, the general population ex-
perienced war first hand as Allied 
bombers regularly struck the country’s 
industrial and transportation targets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Smoke is seen billowing from the Western 
Railway Station in the heart of Budapest (in 
the center of the lower half of the picture) 
after a bombing run.  This aerial photo-
graph was taken from an American air-

plane.  Margaret Island and the Danube can 
be seen across the middle of the photo. 

   A commemorative stamp honoring Bajcsy-Zsilinszky was issued in 1945. 
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 The worst was yet to come.  There were scant few stamps issued by the Hungarian Post in 
1944.  The first three months of the year saw the appearance of single stamp commemorating St. 
Margaret (issued January 19th) followed by the third Red Cross series on March 1st and the 50th an-
niversary of the death of Lajos Kossuth on March 20th.  The six stamps depicting famous women 
were issued on August 1st.  The year ended with the introduction of two high values (2P and 5P) de-
picting the Crown on St. Stephen on December 15th.  Finding postally used examples on cover of the 
last two stamps prior to the start of the Second Inflation (May 1, 1945) is extremely challenging. 

 Rumania suddenly switched alliances on 23 August 
1944.  The German-Hungarian defense strategy that planned 
to hold off the Red Army along the Carpathian Mountains 
was quickly outflanked as the Soviets and their new Ruma-
nian allies were suddenly at Hungary’s borders.  The Hun-
garian army temporarily occupied the town of Arad (5 Sep-
tember 1944) and counterattacked at Torda (13 September 
1944), which briefly stalled the Russians.  Nevertheless, on 
24 September 1944, the Red Army crossed the Trianon bor-
der at Battonya in southeastern Hungary.  Horthy send Gen-
eral Farago, who arrived in Moscow on September 28th, to 
negotiate an armistice that was eventually signed on October 
11th resulting in Hungary’s unconditional surrender.  During 
this time, one of the largest roving armored battles of the war 
was raging in the Great Hungarian Plain around Debrecen 
(9-20 October 1944) between German panzers and the Red 
Army.  With little advance preparation, Horthy publicly an-
nounced the surrender in a radio address to the nation on Oc-
tober 15th.  As the commander-in-chief, he ordered all Hun-
garian military units to cease firing and to go over to the So-
viet side.  The Germans had already neutralized the Hungari-
an defense of Budapest by arresting the garrison’s com-
mander, General Bakay, five days earlier.  Along the rest of 
the front, Horthy’s orders were basically ignored.  General 
Béla Dálnoki Miklós, the commander of the First Army in 
the Carpathians, went over to the Soviets along with his gen-
eral staff but not the troops under his command.  General La- 

jos Dálnoki Veress, who was commanding the now-retreating troops of the Second Army in Northern 
Transylvania, was arrested by the Germans thus preventing any other possible defections.  By this 
time, the Hungarian military was totally integrated into the German war machine preventing any in-
dependent action, even if such was contemplated.  (Dálnoki Veress was the designated homo regius, 
the person who was authorized to act in place of the regent.) 
 In the Hungarian capital, the German military occupied all strategic buildings.  The Gestapo 
arrested all known opponents.  Noted German commando Otto von Skorezny assaulted Castle Hill 
and captured Horthy’s son, Miklós, Jr.  The Regent became a virtual prisoner in the Royal Palace.  
For almost two days, he resisted naming Ferenc Szálasi, the leader of the Hungarian pro-Nazi Arrow 
Cross movement as prime minister.  He finally gave in and resigned after being notified that his sur-

 

 

Partial view of a World War II patriotic 
cachet prepared by Wm. S. Linto of Port-

land, Oregon  for Hungary’s date with 
history on 15 October 1944.  The add-on 

text reads ’10-15-’44 – Hungary now 
wants peace.  Rather late.’  Linto pre-

pared such covers almost on a daily basis 
during the war and had many of them 

cancelled in Liberty, Vermont. 

60th Anniversary of the Holocaust re-
membrance stamp from Hungary.  Hun-
gary’s 600,000 Jewish population was 
herded into ghettos starting on 16 April 
1944.  One month later, deportations to 

extermination camps began from the ghet-
tos of the Carpatho-Ukraine and the east-

ern part of the country. 
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viving son Miklós had been transferred to the Mathausen concentration camp.  Horthy and his re-
maining family left Budapest on the night of October 17th for Bavaria, where they became the 
‘guests’ of Hitler.  Szálasi was named as head of government, but he assumed the title of ‘national 
leader,’ the country’s führer.  Hungary’s fall into the abyss was complete. 

  The Red Army closed the siege ring around Buda-
pest on Christmas Eve.  By this time, the city’s residents have 
moved into the cellars, from where they would not emerge for 
seven weeks.  The Jewish population continued to be terror-
ized by roving Arrow Cross gangs in the midst of desperate 
rescue attempts conducted by Raoul Wallenberg and Carl Lutz 
of the Swedish and Swiss Embassies.  Szálasi’s ‘government’ 
evacuated to Veszprém in November and moved on to Sopron 
by December.  The Hungarian National Bank’s gold and secu-
rities, looted Jewish wealth, the Crown of St. Stephen and oth-
er national treasures traveled with them westwards.  The Ger-
man troops that occupied Hungary on 19 March 1944 were re-
placed by Russians, who did not leave until 16 June 1991. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rumanian troops operated alongside the 
Red Army in Hungary.  This card, mailed 
from Fieldpost 720 in Hungary on 28 No-
vember 1944, was sent by a member of the 

9th Rumanian Infantry.  

 

Raoul Wallenberg pictured on a United 

States stamp issued in 1997. 

 

Swiss stamp picturing Carl Lutz 

issued in 1999. 

 
Registered letter mailed from Budapest 62 on 19 September 1944 to Ma-
rosvásárhely in Transylvania marked ‘Postaforgalom Szünetel / Vissza a 

Feladónak’ (Postal Traffic Suspended / Return to Sender). 



The News of Hungarian Philately 

October-December 2004  15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

AIRMAIL NOTES, PART 6: THERE IS REASON TO THE MADNESS! 
 

by Dr. Paul J. Szilagyi 
 

In the previous issue of The News there was an interesting write-up by Simon Barb about the 
auction of Dr. Munster’s airmail collection.  I have to admit, I am partially guilty for the high power 
bidding.  Having assembled the most extensive airmail collection of Hungary today, I realized that 
there were a number of ‘must buy’ items that I could not let anyone else have. 

I started with the 1898 Tepser Balloon of which there should be a dozen in the hands of col-
lectors, but I had not seen any since the sale of the Káposztás collection in the 1960s.  This is a very 
important early pioneering Hungarian airmail piece!  This very same cover originally was owned by 
Vic Berecz, who resold it 20 years later when his collection was auctioned off in Zurich, Switzerland.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

12 July 1918 flight third weight 
class letter with R7225/m regis-

tration label sent to Vienna. 
The envelope is franked with 
6.85K postage.  The letter rate 
to Austria was 20f for the first 
20gm, 5f for each additional 
20gm increment for a total of 
30f.  The airmail surcharge was 
1.50K for each 20gm increment, 
4.50K for this posting.  Registra-
tion was 25f.  Letters sent via the 
airmail service also required a 
special handling fee of 1K for 
ground transportation to and 
from the airport and a 60f ex-
press fee.  The total postage fees 
for this item were 6.65K.  The 
cover was overfranked at 6.85K. 
/The dark photocopy provided by 

Dr. Szilagyi yielded this poor 
illustration.  Ed./ 

Registered letter mailed from Bu-
dapest 92 on 30 August 1944 ad-

dressed to Bulgaria marked 
‘Vissza!  Forgalom szünetel.’ 
(Return!  Service suspended). 
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At that time, I had other interests and Andy wanted to get this card, so I did not bid for it.  This time it 
was different!  With aging creeping up on me (along with the aches of old age), I had to have this 
card.  The $1350 for this early example of experimental military balloon flight and drop mail was 
modest compared to similar examples from other countries (Switzerland, USA, Germany, France) 
representing pioneering airmail related material.  The group of ten 1918 airmail covers were a special 
lot, and that is why it commanded the high price.  Fortunately for the auction house, Mr. Barb bid 
against me; but I had to have the lot and was willing to go higher, if necessary.  The reason for this 
was the cover representing the flight of July 12th.  The particular item bore a registration label num-
bered R7255/m (see the illustration on page 15).  Previously, I had published and showed a similar 
letter from July 12th with the registration label of R7206/m.  The problem with that letter was that it 
was franked with 6.20K, less than the required 6.55K.  The one from the Munster collection is cor-
rectly franked with 6.85 K.  So, I had to have this cover for my collection in order to prove the legiti-
macy of the R0000/m labels.  Several authors had expressed opinions that these letters were fakes due 
that fact that the registration labels were not from the R/0000/r series. 

According to the article, the next item was the July 4th registered first day letter addressed to 
Lemberg but which was returned to Budapest.  It sold for a pricey sum of $1,900.  Well, ladies and 
gentlemen, it was a gift, providing one has the $2000 to spend.  Check the Magyar Bélyegek 
Monográfiája, there is no registered mail listed for the first day!  Also, there was no flight carrying 
mail from Vienna to Lemberg on that day.  Check all the articles on the 1918 airmail service in the 
books by Berecz or Latham.  In addition, this cover was accompanied by a postal inquiry form con-
firming that the letter was returned.  This letter represents Hungarian postal history!  There is a simi-
lar one in my collection from the ex-Nagy collection with the registration number of R4003/r.  Is it 
worth $900 or $9,000?  I do not know!  Probably nobody knows.  At this point, I am aware of or own 
six registered items from the first day of service.  I also have a registered letter from July 21st, from 
the ill-fated flight, with a registration number of R4595/r.  So, according to this, I have concluded that 
there was registered mail posted from Budapest to Vienna on every day of the airmail service be-
tween July 4 and July 23!  The literature should be corrected.  The following list in Table I gives the 
Registration numbers of covers known by me.   All of the numbers are from the ‘r’ series with the two 
exceptions given above. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The cover from July 21st was withdrawn because it was most likely a fake.  I believed that 

and I think other experts have similar opinions. 

 

Registered letter from the first flight 
on 4 July 1918 addressed to Lemberg 
but returned to Budapest.  The cover 

was franked correctly with 6.55K pay-
ing the single weight letter rate of 20f, 
the registration fee of 25f, the special 
transportation charge of 1K, the 60f 

express fee and the airmail surcharge 
of 4.50K for the three flight legs 

 (Vienna-Krakau-Lemberg). 
/The cover as purchased by Dr. Szil-
agyi was accompanied by a postal in-
quiry form attesting its return to Bu-

dapest on 8 July 1918.  Unfortunately, 
the poor quality of the photocopy 

made it impossible to scan into the 
article.  Ed./ 
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The catapult post covers were nice, and ones sent from Hungary are quite rare since only few 
were so directed to the Americas.  The prices in the $500 - 600 range are quite reasonable, as previous 
auctions (Corinphila) fetched as much as $1,000 – 1,800 per item. 

The Zeppelin covers are a different story.  Many of them have prices listed in the German or 
Siegel catalogs and a point valuation in the Hungarian literature.  They also come up regularly in auc-
tions or on Ebay giving some sense of value to the market.  The batch of 7+4 Zeppelins was a bargain 
for $1,000, but I did not bid on them since I needed only one of those 11 covers.  On the other hand, I 
did get the NA/SA Zeppelins lot despite that I had some duplications.  There were enough covers of 
interest to pay the price.  By buying this last lot, I had exhausted my resources. Neverthless, I did bid 
for the 195 covers up to $3,400.  I was not willing to pay more than $3500, so the lot got away.  The 
above may give you some of the reasons why were the realized prices of Andy Munster’s airmail ma-
terials seemed so high. 

 
HUNGARIAN AIRMAIL of July 4 - 23, 1918 - TABLE OF REGISTERED LETTERS 

 
Date 

of 
Flight, 
1918 

Number of 
Registered 

Items 
Flown to 
Vienna 

Number of 
Registered 
Items For-
warded to 
Krakow 

Number of 
Registered 
Items For-
warded to 
Lemberg 

Known Registration Label Numbers 
(R4000/r series unless otherwise noted) 

(Sources listed in parentheses)* 

July 4 >48 0 0 4003 (NF-Coph107), 4005 (Dr.M), 4019, 4022, 4039 
(BV98/1), 4048 (postcard)  

July 5 431 0 0 4069 (H14), 4109 (P25), 4144 (P41), 4154 (P29), 4157 
(P29), 4161 (H18), 4190 (Ö45), 4198 (KZ), 4220  (Mor), 
4228 (KPS,HF11/01), 4242 (H14), 4248, 4277 (P28), 4311 
(Krakow-Coph107), 4313  (Krakow-DrF), 4327 (M54), 
4374 (P32), 4385 (DrF), 4398 (H20), 4507  (DrF), 4508 
(H7), 4520,4533 (H8), 4534 (B), 4535 (P29), 4590 (Ö 45), 
4598 (P31), 4602, 4603 (NF), 4605 (P25), 4612 (H2), 
4666 (Dr F), 4667  (P14), 4709 (ST), 4828 (HFXI/1) 

July 6 169 1 5 4771, 4796 (NF), 4812 (Kiev NF), 4846, 4855,  
4873 (Lem) 

July 7 69 0 0 4858 (CsLK), 4988 (M54-KPS) 

July 8 206 2 2 4093 (Ö42), 4098 

July 9 249 1 4 9633(KZ)?, 9840 (HFXI/1)?, 4210 (VI), 4223 (H14), 4251 
(NF), 4284,  4303(DrM), 4306 (H13), 4371 (U40) 

July 
10 

191 4 5 4330 (P14), 4405 (DrM), 4407 (P28), 4448 (P34-Krakow), 
4450 (Krakow, NF), 4452 (B-Lem), 4453 (H14-Lem), 
4455 (P34-Lem), 4479 (Ö44), 4487 (eBay 5532415909), 
4495, 4507 (Dr F), 4508 (H7), 4509 (H13), 4515 (DrM), 
4533 (H), 4539 (KZ), 9923 (H23) 

July 
11 

125 0 0 4585, 4725 (Ö45) 

July 
12 

124 0 3 4472, 4793 (U34), 7206/m, 7225/m (DrM) 

July 
13 

97 0 0 4494 (P50), 4876 (Ö45), 4894(H14), 4917, 4936 (P45), 
4957 (MBK-NF-Coph107) 

July 
14 

34 0 0  

July 
15 

100 0 1 4053 (M54), 4069 (H14), 4084, 4087, 4088(P28), 4091 
(P28), 9569 (HG) fake 

July 
16 

59 1 1 4100 (P32), 4115 (U40), 4145 (Ö42) 

July 
17 

95 10 2 4208 (H21-Krakow), 4213, 4224 (M54), 4235, 4238 (eBay 
5529588293) 

July 
18 

60 0 1 4278, 4285 (KPS), 4508 (H7) 
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July 
19 

217 0 3 4330 (HF9/01-HF11/ 01), 4405 (DrM), 4414 (H20-Lem), 
4434 (P29), 4442 (H12), 4452 (KZ), 4453 

July 
20 

65 1 2 4579 (Mbsz'97) 

July 
21 

1 0 0 4595 (Mbsz'98) 

July 
22 

66 0 6 4618, 4620 (U42)  

July 
23 

103 0 0 4678 (H13), 4680, 4701 (Dr. M), 4702 (B), 4703 (P41), 
4704 (P30), 4707 (H13), 4711 (P30), 4714 (DrM), 4746 
(H11), 4756 (P16), 4765 (H22) 

 
*P=Profila, H=Hungarofila, U= Ullysses, DrM= Dr. Munster, DrF=Dr. Frater, Puch=Öphila 
NF=Nagy Ferenc, Sr., B/V=Bélyegvilág, CsLK=Kohalmi, w/o name = Szilagyi 

 
All registration labels are numbered 4xxx/r, unless otherwise indicated.  In parenthesis are the 

auction houses and the lot number of the auction.  The entries shown in bold italics are new discover-
ies that have not been listed previously in the references listed below.  Three Budapest - Kiev letters 
are known, although I have seen only one with the R number 4812 from the ex-Nagy F. collection. 
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This is another example of a registered 
letter from the first flight on 4 July 1918 
with accompanying proof of registered 

mailing certificate.   
The cover was correctly franked at 

3.55K (letter fee of 20f; registration, 
25f, airmail surcharge, 1.50K, express, 

60f, special handling, 1K). 

 

Cover salvaged from the flight of 21 July 1918 
that crashed shortly after takeoff.  The mail was 
salvaged and this damaged piece was flown to 
Vienna on the same day on another aircraft. 
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AIRMAIL CURIOSITIES 
 

by Simon Barb and Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

  This insufficiently 
franked Aero-Szeged-Budapest 
‘cover’ from 1925 is, at best, a 
philatelic souvenir from the 
stamp exhibition or, at worst, a 
poorly manufactured faked 
cover.  The 100K stamp would 
not have paid the printed matter 
rate, which was 200K, much 
less the airmail surcharge for 
the special flight.  The Hungar-
ian Post did not tolerate the 
fundraising vignettes with the 
denomination on any flown 
mail.  Some covers had such 
labels added after the flight, but 
most bear the non-denominated 
labels.  All of the cancels were 
weakly struck, the Légiposta 
Szeged-Budapest one is espe-
cially poor in appearance. 

 The 1931 Zeppelin return flight cover illustrated below is genuine in all respects.  What 
makes this an interesting item is that the postage stamps were cancelled at the Budapest 5 post office.  
Most covers posted on the Zeppelin Hungary round flight were cancelled with the Légiposta cancels 
used by the Budapest 4 and 72 post offices.  The date on the Budapest 5 canceller is not very clear but 
seems to be a poor strike of ‘930 MÁR 28.’ 
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THE EDITOR’S NOTES 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 I would like to wish all of our members, readers and friends of Hungarian philately a happy 
holiday season, merry Christmas, and a prosperous New Year 2005! 

Anything and everything that you ever wanted to know about Hungary, the country’s history, 
geography, demographics, the Hungarian language, and a whole lot more can be found on the website 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungary. 

 Some time ago, I wrote about registry etiquettes is-
sued for special, commemorative occasions.  Recently, I 
found still another example used during the Third ORBÉK 
national stamp exhibition held in 1938.  The vent was help in 
the Vigadó building in Budapest.  While this particular label 
is a bit tattered, it is a good example of unusual postal labels 
used  for a limited time only. 

 Errata:  On page 14 of the July-September 2004 issue, I regret misspelling László Hrabál’s 
name.  On page 24 of the same issue, the correct number of the first revenue stamps issued by Austria 
in 1854 was 21 different values, 1 kreuzer to 20 florins. 
 Hungary’s Ministry of Finance plans to discontinue the use of revenue stamps for the pay-
ment of judicial fines and documentary fees as of January 2005.  The reason for this decision, which 
has to be legalized first by the Hungarian Parliament, is the rampant counterfeiting of the high face 
value securities stamps.  In the future, judicial fines would be payable by bank transfer or credit card.  
The parties involved in transactions requiring documentary fees normally have to appear in person, so 
direct payments can be made by check or credit card.  The use of lower face value revenue stamps on 
documents presented at post office windows would still continue as before. 
 Nine people went in trial in September at the Baranya County courthouse in the town of Pécs 
charged with conspiracy to use the aforementioned counterfeit revenue stamps.  One of the defend-
ants worked in an office that processed automobile title transfers.  Authorities have accumulated evi-
dence consisting of almost six thousand documents bearing forged revenue stamps. 
 Hungary’s last king, Károly IV, who ruled as Emperor Karl I of Austria, was beatified by 
Pope John Paul II on 3 October 2004 despite last minute protests that he was responsible for the use 
of poison gas along the Isonzo front during World War I.  Historians have debated the peacemaking 
efforts of Károly/Karl and concluded that emperor-king ordered the gas attack to prevent an Italian 
breakthrough while limiting its widespread use to the displeasure of his generals. 
 SHP members who are fluent in the German language should check out the website of the 
Arge-Ungarn Hungarian philatelic society based in Germany.  The site can be found at www.arge-
ungarn.de.  Among other things, it features greatly informative pages discussing the authenticity of 
various philatelic items offered for sale on recent eBay auctions. 
 Dr. Pál Lippai’s article, Philatelic Travels in Southern California, was published in the July-
August 2004 issue of Bélyegvilág.  Dr. Lippai recounted calling on Edith and Bob Morgan in Los 
Angeles as well as his trip to Riverside, CA with Gábor Beszédes to visit Emmerich Vamos.  In the 
same article, he gave an excellent synopsis of the activities of our Society.  Dr. Lippai was fascinated 
by finding such dedicated Hungarian philatelists as Bob and Emmerich, whose life adventures defy 
any writer’s imagination.  He pointed out that they were forced to emigrate from Hungary by histori-
cal events yet they continued to build the good reputation of Hungary and Hungarians.  He stopped 
short of speculating how the country’s future would have been changed had it not been for the loss of 
talented young people who fled in the post-World War II era and after the 1956 revolution.  I was 
deeply moved by his skillful reporting, keen insight, and emotionally touching article! 
 In the January-March 2005 issue of The News we will celebrate the 35th anniversary of our 
Society.  I would like to ask all members, old timers and newcomers, to think about contributing 
something in order to make the anniversary issue personal and special.  My predecessor, Bill Do-
monkos edited the 20th anniversary issue, which was his last.  Now that we have arrived at our 35th 
year, it also means that I’ve served 15 years as editor of the journal.    
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SHP ANNUAL MEETING AND EXHIBITION AT SESCAL 2004 
 

 Here are a few photos taken be our members Bob Morgan, Randy Frank and Annette Hoover 
of the Society’s activities during SESCAL 2004. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Enjoying a fine dinner at a fine Hungarian res-

taurant were Don Green, Kalman Illyefalvi, Bob 
and Edith Morgan, and Annette Hoover.   

Lyman Caswell, Barbara and Ted Johnson were 
seated on the other side of the dinner table.  

 

 

Randy Frank (above) won the SHP award for best multi-

frame Hungarian exhibit while Ted Johnson (right) won a 

silver medal with his single-frame Hungarian exhibit. 

 

Alan Hoover, Randy Frank, Bar-
bara and Ted Johnson, and Bob 
Morgan smile for the camera be-
fore the exhibitors’ award dinner. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SHP EXECUTIVE BOARD, OCTOBER 1, 2004 
  

by Robert B. Morgan, Secretary 
 

 The meeting was chaired by President H.Alan Hoover.  In attendance were H. Alan Hoover, 
Ted Johnson, Emmerich Vamos, Robert Morgan, and Randy Frank. 

 
 Randy Frank announced that he is unable to continue as SHP chair to Washington 2006 

committee.  The Board asked Alan Hoover to seek replacement as soon as possible. 
 
 Robert Morgan read the Secretary’s report.  Treasurer Ted Johnson read the Treasurer’s re-

port.  The Society’s financials are on solid ground.  Due to high postal and printing costs the 
Board considered raising membership dues but decided for the present to postpone such 
move.  Emmerich Vamos reported on auction activities. 

 
 The Board discussed and re-approved SHP’s future meeting places and dates.   
 

o 2005 INDYPEX, July 8-10, 2005; 
o 2006 WASHINGTON ’06, May 27-June 3, 2006;  
o 2007 WESTPEX, San Francisco;  
o 2008 APS STAMPSHOW at Hartford, Conn.;  
o 2009 APS STAMPSHOW at Pittsburgh, PA. 

 
 Alan Hoover relayed Editor Csaba Kohalmi’s call for more articles for The News. 
 
 The Society will need to find a new Webmaster as Rev.Tollan is unreachable to communi-

cate. 
 
 Robert Morgan proposed a raffle at SHP’s Washington ’06 General Meeting.  The no-cost 

tickets would be given to each member present.  Donations of philatelic items will be solicit-
ed from our membership. 

 
 The Board approved re-ordering more medals needed for preparing awards offered at SHP at-

tended stamp shows. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned. 

 
 
 

WASHINGTON 2006 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

by Anthony B. Muller 
 

 Thank you all for the offers of help and guidance.  I appreciate you 
thinking of me for the Chairman position, and I will do my best to continue 
the work that Randy started.  Yes, I travel extensively; and, unfortunately, 
because of the way my firm sets up their security, I am unable to get US 
email on travel and travel email when I’m in the US.  The only way to assure 
there is not delay, which may be up to two weeks, is to send me email to 
BOTH of the addresses below that I use:  

 
MULLERA@BELLATLANTIC.NET and Antho-

ny_B_Muller@McKinsey.com 
 

I have gleaned from the emails that the following people have signed up to support subtasks.   
 Csaba Kohalmi  - Noncompetitive exhibits 
 Bob Morgan - Glatz project subcommittee 
 Alan Hoover - “Support” subcommittee 
 Paul Szilagyi - Cachets 
 Bob Morgan - Raffle Coordinator 
 Paul Szilagyi - Release of Hungarian stamps 

 

http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/B2A2B1B6/26?To=MULLERA@BELLATLANTIC.NET&count=1098968873
http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/B2A2B1B6/26?To=Anthony_B_Muller@McKinsey.com&count=1098968873
http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/B2A2B1B6/26?To=Anthony_B_Muller@McKinsey.com&count=1098968873
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 I have sent an email to Patricia Stillwell-Walker, introducing myself and indicating the 
change in our representative.  I have also sent a similar email to István Glatz.  I will coordinate with 
Csaba to get information into the News as it becomes available.  My next step is to go through the 
Washington 2006 website and try to create a timeline on which to hang all this stuff.  When complete, 
this should give me the basis for requesting help from members in specific areas. 
 

 
 

2004 NEW ISSUES 
 

Issued 28 June 2004 
 

eMagyarország.com 
 

Face value: HUF 120.  Size: 40 x 41mm. 
Designer: Imre Benedek.  The design depicts symbolic people, @ sign and arrow. 
Technical details: Printed using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in a quantity required by 
postal demand. 

 
Issued 6 July 2004 

 
100th Anniversary of the Death of Tivadar Hertzl 

 
Face value: HUF 150.  Size: 35 x 35mm. 
Designers: Adth Vahooijnen and Péter Nagy.  The design shows a portrait of Hertzl by Hermann 
Struck and the cover page of the author’s book, The Jewish State.  The title is presented in three lan-
guages: Hebrew, German, and Hungarian.  This is joint issue with Austria and Israel. 
Technical details: Printed in sheets of nine stamps with three tabs in the lower margin by the Bank-
note Printers, Ltd. in an edition on 450,000 stamps. 
The design of the Austrian stamp is by Adth Vanooijen; face value, 0,55 euro; the same sheet format 
as the Hungarian issue; printed quantity, 1,440,000 stamps.  The face value of Israel’s issue is 2.50s 
in the same designer and sheet format as the Austrian issue.  

 
Issued 13 July 2004 

 
Athens Summer Olympics 

 
Face value: HUF 90, 130, 150.  Size: 48 x 38.3mm. 
Designer: István Orosz.  The designs depict athletes, rowers, ball game, and runners in classical 
Greek style. 
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 50 using offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in an edition of 
400,000 sets. 

 
Issued 12 August 2004 

 
Third Folkloriada World Festival 

 
Face value: HUF 65.  Size: 50 x 21.7mm; label size: 25 x 21.7mm. 
Designer: Eszter Döme, photographer: Péter Korniss.  The design shows a continuous view of folk-
lore dancers against different colored background.  The stamps come with attached labels that can be 
personalized.  The details on how to order can be found on the website of the Hungarian Post: 
www.posta.hu.  Personal photos may be posted via the website and paid with a major credit card. 
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 10 stamps + 10 labels.  The cost of a personalized sheet of 
stamps is HUF 1,600 (approx. US$8.50). 

 
Issued 24 September 2004 

 
Hungarian Chess History 

 
Face value: HUF 50.  Size: 25 x 25mm. 
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Designer: György Kara.  The sheet of 64 stamps represents a chessboard.  A brief history of Hungari-
an chess is micro printed across the sheet.  The sheet margins are numbered using standard chess 
convention, A8 to H1. 
Technical details:  Printed in sheets of 64 using offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in an edition suf-
ficient to meet postal demand.   

 
 
 

CLASSIC POSTMARKS OF HUNGARY 
 

by Tamás Gudlin 
 

Announcing the publication of a new book listing the main postmarks of permanent post offices on 
the occasion of the Mafitt Saloon 2004 

 
The most important new features of the book: 

 
 Covers a remarkably wide time span with a single unified system 
 A postmark categorization system which is simple, easy-to-understand and not dependent on any 

one language 
 Graphic symbols make the catalogue easy-to-use 
 Rates postmarks using a single system which is valid for any occurrence 
 English, Hungarian and German texts accompany each chapter 
 Arranges the postmarks on the basis of their lettering in strict alphabetical order 
 Linking of the lettering in postmark with place name in a register 
 Utilises the results of the researches of the last decades 
 CD included to assist searches according to different features 

 
The hard cover volume contains 492 pages. 
Total price: US$ 80 (US$70 plus US$10 postage for one book) 

  
Please send your order with your payment (cash or personal check) by mail to following address: 

T. Gudlin, Laffertstrasse 3, 38118 Braunschweig, Germany 
 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years 

1 1-3 1970-1972 

2 4-6 1973-1975 

3 7-9 1976-1978 

4 10-12 1979-1981 

5 13-15 1982-1984 

6 16-18 1985-1987 

7 19-21 1988-1990 

8 22-24 1991-1993 

9 25-27 1994-1996 

10 28-30 1997-1999 

11 31-32 2000-2001 

to be announced 33- 2002-   (new format) 
 
Each book individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of 11 for  

$320.00.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Order from:  
H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,  

e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 



 

 

 
HUNGARIAN STAMPS FOR SALE 

Different and unusual items seldom offered for sale - net priced from $50 to $5000 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A VIEW IN FULL COLOR AT:      www.northstamp.com 
 

Little Gems of Hungary 
 

Austria & Hungary Naval Covers 

Hungary Philatelic Literature 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FREE COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF HUNGARIAN STAMPS FOR SALE:  1871 Lithos in 
grades average to superb, used and unused and by plate positions types; Engraved issues, reprints; the 
Envelope/Numeral and the Turul issues specialized; and all other issues including semi-postals, airs, 
dues, etc.  All are offered NH, unused and used as well as varieties.  Also offering a full list of Occu-
pations, genuine and counterfeit, again with varieties; and non-Scott material such as Western Hunga-
ry, WWII locals, hotel posts, telegraphs, some forerunners and other postal history. 

Dan Demetriade, P.O. Box 09700, Detroit, MI 48209 
tel: 313-842-4370 

 

ATTENTION COLLECTORS OF HUNGARIAN OCCUPATION ISSUES: Singles and blocks 
from the newly discovered sheet of Nagyvárad 4f Harvester with inverted Köztársaság overprint 
(Scott No. 6N31 variety) are now available.  While many occupation issues exist with inverted over-
prints, this is the only know variety with inverted Köztársaság overprint.  The full sheet was expert-
ized by Dezsö Flasch, Mihály Bodor and István Glatz.  Each buyer will receive a photocopy of the 
expert opinion as well as a photocopy of the full sheet with identification of the position(s) of the pur-
chased stamp(s).  Prices range from $80 to $200 for NH single stamps; $400 to $800 for corner 
blocks of 4; and $950 for the upper right corner block of 4 with crescent moon printer’s mark. 

Dan Demetriade, P.O. Box 09700, Detroit, MI 48209 
tel: 313-842-4370 

 

HUNGARIAN IMPERFORATES: Collector with substantial amount of Hungarian imperforates 
would like to buy, sell or trade with others with this material.   
Please contact John Simons, 16 Carrotwood Court, Fort Myers, FL 33219.  Tel: 239-267-4068. 
 

WANTED TO BUY ASAP:  1983 Hungarian Raffaello Santi paintings set, Scott # 2785-2791, on 
first day cover.  Please contact Robert Jensen, 8 Heather Lane, Reading, PA  19601 USA.

 





 

   

 

 

PICTURES FROM SESCAL 2004 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SHP members gather for a group photo following the Society’s general 
meeting.  From left to right: Alan Hoover, Emmerich Vamos, Wallace 

Craig, Randy Frank, Don Green, Kalman Illyefalvi, Ted Johnson, Lyman 
Caswell, David Gary, and Bill Tatham.   

The photograph was taken by Bob Morgan. 

  

Randy Frank is shown accepting the 
SHP award for the best multi-frame 

Hungarian exhibit from  

Steve Schumann. 

Robert Morgan is standing in front of 
his reserve grand award and gold 

medal winning Hungarian 

 Hyperinflation exhibit. 


