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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

by H. Alan Hoover 
 

I’d like to wish a belated Happy New to all!  I hope this finds you well and deep in philatelic 
bliss during our cold winter months here.  Both my teams lost the football playoffs (Atlanta & Pitts-
burgh), so I have to concentrate on something else: stamps it is!   

The election of officers is now complete and I am pleased to announce that the following in-
dividuals have been elected to serve a four-year term. 

 H. Alan Hoover – President 
 Randy Frank – Vice President 
 Bob Morgan – Secretary 
 Ted Johnson – Treasurer 

Congratulations to all!  I am confident the candidates will serve well in their respective ca-
pacities at least until 2006.  Bob and Ted have indicated a desire to step down after Washington 2006. 

Don’t forget our next show, INDYPEX (8-10 July 2005), will be in a few months from the 
time you read this.  Naturally, we need exhibits to fill our allotted number of frames; and we welcome 
all of our society exhibitors, experienced or newcomers.  Our Chairman for the show is Csaba Ko-
halmi, please contact him for information or download a prospectus directly from the Indiana Stamp 
Club website, http://www.indianastampclub.org/prosp01.pdf 

I am desperately seeking assistance for the maintenance and the updating of our Society web-
site.  If you have an interest and knowledge of webmastering and can offer a grateful society this ser-
vice, we would be indebted to you for your assistance.  The website hasn’t had any active work done 
on it in over 15 months.  Please contact me if you can help. 

Did you know that 2005 is the 35th anniversary of the Society for Hungarian Philately?  
Founded in 1970 in Connecticut, we have grown from a small group of enthusiastic collectors to just 
shy of 200 members today from almost every one of the seven continents.  Happy Anniversary SHP 
and may you continue to prosper! 

The Executive Board requested that a new item be posted in this column periodically – the 
recognition of financial donations made to the SHP.  This will be done every 6 months.  Our first task 
is to recognize the donations received from five members (Mr. Kady, Mr. LaDue, Mr. Ryan, Mr. 
Sandor and Mr. Sober) in the past six months.  We are grateful for this and also to all of our members 
who have made donations to the society earlier.  The added donations demonstrate thoughtfulness and 
continued support of the Society.  An especially generous donation, which we sincerely appreciate, 
was made by Honorary Life Member Gábor Visnyovszki.  Such generosity will assist us in the con-
tinued work of promoting Hungarian philately and serving all of our membership.  All donations have 
been deposited in the General Funds account of SHP.  In addition, whenever a donation is made in the 
amount larger than the yearly dues, a receipt will be mailed by the Treasurer to the donor. 

For now …. Ray, as always we will …. ‘Keep Stampin’!  
 
 
 

KUDOS AND WELCOME 
 

Congratulations to our members who received the following awards for their exhibits.   
At Stampshow 2004, Donald E. Green’s exhibit “Patent Medicine” Companies Subject to 

the Revenue Act of 1862 was shown in the World Series Prix D’Honneur.  At the same show, Mr. Al-
fred F. Kugel won a gold medal with The Expansion of Greece 1897-1922.  He also won gold med-
als with the one frame exhibits titled The Boer Occupation of the Cape of Good Hope Province in 
1899-1900 and The Boer Occupation of Natal Province 1899-1900 as well as a vermeil with British 
Postal Agencies in Persia: 20th Century Postmarks.  Lyman Caswell achieved a vermeil medal with 
the single frame exhibit titled The 1953 Commemorative Postage Due Stamps of Hungary.  In the 
Literature Competition, Robert B. Morgan received the reserve grand award and gold medal with 
the book The Hungarian Hyperinflation of 1945-1946. 

Alfred F. Kugel won a gold medal, the APS research medal and the PHS grand at the Peach 
State Stamp Show with Allied Intervention in the Boxer Uprising.  Mr. Kugel received a vermeil at 

http://www.indianastampclub.org/prosp01.pdf
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Airpex for the exhibit The Philatelic History of Montenegro 1874-1922.  Mr. Kugel also won a ver-
meil medal at Milcopex with the exhibit Italian World War II Military and Civilian Occupation Mail 
1939-1943. 

Peter Bech exhibited his Second Inflation material at FALLOPHIL 2004 and received a gold 
medal as well as a special research award. 

Welcome to our newest members: Mr. Robert J. Janovich of Seattle, WA; Dr. Makato Ta-
tara of Shizuoka City, Japan; and Mr. Douglas B. Wagoner of Post Falls, ID. 

 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM – ROGER J. SZYMANSKI 
 

Mr. Szymanski joined SHP in 1988 and specialized in collecting Hungarian airmail covers.  
He was very active in the Milwaukee philatelic circles and was the chairman of Milcopex for many 
years.  Our heartfelt condolences and support go out to his family. 

 
 
 

SOCIETY FOR HUNGARIAN PHILATELY TREASURER’S REPORT FOR 2004 
 

Beginning Balance 1-1-2004      $16,450.92 
Income: 

Auction proceeds                                     $1,717.97 1 
Donations                                                  61.00 
Dues                                                             2,200.00 
Dues-Paypal                                                       139.34 
Miscellaneous                                                        51.40 
Newsletter Ads                                                   150.00 
Postage reimbursement                                 9.68 
Sale of bound editions & Monograph #9            210.00 
Total Income:                                                $ 4,539.39 

Beginning Balance plus Income:                                                      $20,990.31 
Expenses: 

Newsletter costs  - 4 issues                            $3,003.14 
Postage, printing                                                  100.70 
State of Connecticut filing fee                               25.00 
Web account fee, 5 years                                     300.00 
Total Expenses:                                              $ 3,428.84 

Ending Balance 12-31-2004                                                                          $17,561.47   
1 There is an additional $1,000.00 balance in the auction account. 

                                                                     Ted Johnson, Treasurer 
 
 
 

WASHINGTON 2006 REPORT 
 

 Thank you to our fellow SHP member István Glatz for authoring a 
full page article published in the October 2004 issue of Bélyegvilág announc-
ing our participation in this international show.  The article highlighted the 
early planning and dissemination of information by SHP.  Mr. Glatz men-
tioned that our society will sponsor the frame fees for two exhibitors from 
Hungary.  These will be selected soon.  When contacting me, please use both 
email addresses to make sure your messages gets to me:  

MULLERA@BELLATLANTIC.NET and 
Anthony_B_Muller@McKinsey.com 

 
  

http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/B2A2B1B6/26?To=MULLERA@BELLATLANTIC.NET&count=1098968873
http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/B2A2B1B6/26?To=Anthony_B_Muller@McKinsey.com&count=1098968873
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TWO TYPES OF THE LETTER ‘a’ USED IN THE FIRST BARANYA ISSUE OVERPRINT 
TYPES III AND V.a/V.b 

 
by Dezsö Flasch 

 
 The two different types of the letters ‘a’ in the above-mentioned versions of the first Baranya 
occupation overprints are not mentioned in either the domestically written philatelic literature or in 
the publications from abroad.  The two varieties of the letter ‘a’ from the word ‘Baranya’ can be easi- 

ly distinguished.  While the style of the ‘a’ is uniform in some po-
sitions of the sheet, the two styles are mixed in other positions. 
     The figure on the left illustrates the occurrence of the two 
types.  In the overprint on the left, the first and second ‘a’s are 
smaller with respect to the third one, which is larger.  This repre-
sents a mixed occurrence of the two types of letters.  In the over-
print on the right, all of the ‘a’s are uniformly of the larger varie-
ty.  The dimensions of the two different letters are summarized in 
the following table. 

 
 height width bottom loop height bottom loop width 

small ‘a’ 2.3 mm 2 mm 1.3 mm 1.8 mm 

large ‘a’ 2.5 mm 2.mm 1.6 mm 2.0 mm 
 

 The closed loop of the small ‘a’ is flatter while the loop on the large ‘a’ is fuller.  On the 
small ‘a’, the curved top portion is longer than on the large ‘a’ that shows a flatter, shorter curve.   In 
my opinion, the measurement differences listed in the table can be easily verified visually.  For the 
sake of avoiding the lengthy verbal description of the two styles of ‘a’ in the rest of the article, I 
elected to use the regular font style ‘a’ convention to denote the small ‘a’s in the overprint and the 
bold font ‘a’ to denote the occurrence of the large type ones in the word ‘Baranya.’. 

 Next, I will 
discuss the dis-
tribution of the 
‘a/a’ letters in 
the Baranya 
overprint type 
III, listed as 
numbers 40-44 
and VII in the 
Magyar Posta- 
és Illetékbélyeg 
Katalógus / 
Catalog of 
Hungarian 
Postage and 
Revenue 
Stamps. 
 The figure 
on the left is a 
copy of the trial 
print made with 
the 25-subject 
stereotype print-
ing form.  

 
 On the following page, I reconstructed the positions represented in the stereotype using the 
‘a/a’ convention to identify the different types of the ‘a’s used in the printing plate. 
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 The next table summarizes the frequency of occurrence in the 25-subject stereotype of the 
different mixes of the letters ‘a/a’ in the word Baranya.  The underlined seven numbers indicate the 
positions where the equal-loop ‘B’ can also be found. 
 

Variety 
 

Number of 
occurrences 

Found in positions 

Baranya 12 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 18, 21, 24, 25 

Baranya 6 
 

5, 11, 16, 19, 20, 22 

Baranya 4 1, 4, 9, 17 

Baranya 2 15, 23 

Baranya 1 14 

 
 Two possible reasons exist for the use of the ‘a/a’ mix of letters.  First one is that possibly 
there were not enough letter types of the ‘a’ available to populate the 5 x 5 quarter plate.  The second 
theory is that there was a mix of small and large ‘a’s in the letter type box.  The first theory can be 
categorically ruled out because if the insufficient quantity of large ‘a’s had to be supplemented by us-
ing small ‘a’s from another box, then the typesetting of the words ‘Baranya’ would have shown some 
uniformity.  In other words, the typesetting would have been ‘Baranya’ until the large ‘a’s were used 
up followed by ‘Baranya’ using the small ‘a’s.  This was not the case.  A setting of ‘Baranya’ made 
up with all small ‘a’s does not exist. 
 Therefore, the second theory seems more acceptable.  Because of unknown reasons, the two 
styles of ‘a’s were stored mixed in the same letter type box.  Statistically, there seemed to be four 
large ‘a’s for each small one.  The differences in the two styles of letters escaped the typesetter’s at-
tention because they were minimal. 
 The equal loop ‘B’s exist in seven positions in each quarter sheet.  The distribution of the two 
styles of ‘a’s with respect to these seven positions is tabulated below. 
 

Variety 
 

Number of 
occurrences 

Found in positions 

Baranya 3 3, 6, 25 

Baranya 2 
 

11, 22 

Baranya 2 1, 17 
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 The type III overprint exists with several other, easily discernable varieties.  One of these is 
the partially or wholly missing digit ‘5’ from the left side of the ’45-45’ value indicator.  In the case 
where the ‘5’ is totally missing, the accompanying digit ‘4’ is very thick.  This plate error can be 
found in position number 21.  The partially missing digit can be observed even in the trial printings in 
positions 41, 46, 91, and 96.  In all instances, it’s accompanied by the Baranya typesetting. 
 Another interesting variety involves the deformation of some letters of ‘Baranya’ that mani-
fests itself as  ‘B  ranya’ or ‘B  ra  ya’.  In most cases, the letters ‘n,’ ‘a,’ or ‘ar’ did not disappear 
completely but are much thinner than the rest of the letters.  In addition, the inking of the first ‘9’ in 
‘1919’ is also fainter for all three of these letter varieties.  This series of errors appears in position 16 
of the quarter sheet and can also be found in positions 32, 36, 81, and 86 of the full sheet.  The type-
setting is always ‘Baranya.’  These errors, most likely, were caused by an uneven backing of the 
sheets during the overprinting operation. 
 The mixed distribution of the ‘a/a’ letters in the type V.a and V.b overprint is also evident.  
The type V.a typesetting was used to overprint three different postage due stamps and one sheet of the 
40f Queen Zita stamp (on which the overprint was rotated by 90°).  The type V.a overprint consisted 
of two lines of text while the type V.b became three lines with the addition of the ’40-40’ revaluation. 
 The original 25-subject typesetting prepared for the type III overprints was re-worked to cre-
ate the type V.a and V.b versions.  First, the unneeded ’45-45’ digits were removed.  Then the year 
‘1919’ and the word ‘Baranya’ were repositioned as ‘1919-Baranya’ spaced appropriately to fit the 
horizontal format postage due stamps and new numerals of value (’40-40’) were added.  The logbook 
showed that the typesetting was prepared on 19 April 1919 from which four stereotypes were pre-
pared on 23 April.  The four 25-subject units were soldered together to create the 100-subject printing 
plate.  The overprinting using the type V.b plate was conducted on 24-25 April. 

 Next, the 
typesetting was re-
configured to cre-
ate the type V.a 
overprint by simp-
ly removing the 
’40-40’ numerals 
of value.  The 
printing plate was 
created in the same 
way as before; and 
the 2, 10, and 20f 
postage due stamp 
stock was over-
printed in 29 April. 
Consequently, the 
sheet positioning 
of the letter types 
‘a/a’ is the same 
for both the type 
V.a and V.b plate, 
but it is different 
from the type III.  I 
also concluded that 
the three different 
overprints were 
created using the 
single     25-subject  

stereotype created by hand setting the printer’s letter stock.  The number of equal loop ‘B’s and the 
varieties of the ‘a/a’ in Baranya is the same in all three versions of the overprinted sheets. 

 

Trial print made from the 25-subject type V.a stereotype. 
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 The original, 25-subject type III typesetting was done by hand setting the individual letters in 
a horizontal format.  This was not disassembled into its individual letters but was used to create the 
type V.b and V.a versions by removing the ’45-45’ digits and re-arranging (in a vertical format) the 
entire words ‘Baranya’ and year ‘1919’ to fit the new format.  As a result, the letter varieties in the 
word ‘Baranya’ were unchanged except for the positions in the 5 x 5 subject typesetting.  The follow-
ing table shows the ‘a/a’ convention to identify the different types of the ‘a’s used in the basic, 25-
subject stereotype for both the type V.a and type V.b plates. 
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The next table summarizes the frequency of occurrence for the 25-subject stereotype of the 

different mixes of the letters ‘a/a’ in the word Baranya.  The underlined seven positions indicate the 
positions where the equal-loop ‘B’ can also be found. 
 

Variety 
 

Number of 
occurrences 

Found in positions 

Baranya 12 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 17, 18, 20, 23 

Baranya 6 
 

2, 9, 10, 16, 21, 25 

Baranya 4 1, 19, 22, 24 

Baranya 2 3, 15 

Baranya 1 14 

 
As before, the equal loop ‘B’s exist in seven positions in each quarter sheet.  The distribution 

of the two styles of ‘a’s with respect to these seven positions is tabulated below. 
 

Variety 
 

Number of 
occurrences 

Found in positions 

Baranya 3 5, 11, 23 

Baranya 2 
 

2, 16 

Baranya 2 1, 22 

 
 The type V.b overprint presents still another, little known variety in the two typesettings of 
the new numerals of value, ’40-40.’  In the normal typesettings, the two digits ‘40’ occupy two char-
acter widths.  In the variety, the ‘40’ appears as ‘4 0’ occupying three character widths.  The variety 
was created by the printer’s spacing the type with a blank space between the two numerals.  Chris 
Brainerd’s catalog on page 5 is the only example of philatelic literature that mentions this variety. 
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    The wide ‘4 0’ is located in positions 11 and 21 of 
the quarter sheet and is repeated in positions 21, 26, 41, 46, 71, 76, 
91, and 96 of the full sheet.  Four positions of this variety occur with 
the equal-loop B as well as three large ‘a’s in Baranya while the oth-
er four positions are small loop Bs and two large ‘a’s in Baranya. 
  Another variety 
found in the new numerals of value 
is the broken ‘0’ in the right side 
’40.’  The 0.5mm break in the nu-
meral resembles a reversed capital 
letter ‘C.’  This error is found in po-
sition  17  of the quarter sheet and is 

repeated in positions 32, 37, 82, and 87 of the full sheet.  Without 
exception, this plate error occurs with the small loop ‘B’ and three 
large ‘a’s in Baranya. 
 As discussed previously, there is consistency in the frequency of occurrence of the equal loop 
Bs and the  ‘a/a’ variations of the word ‘Baranya’ in the quarter sheet ‘masters’ used for the type III 
and the type V.a-V.b overprints.  However, the reason for the different positioning on these varieties 
in the quarter sheet is still not known. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type III Stereotype 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type V.a and V.b Stereotype 

 
Symbolic representation of the 

two styles of ‘Baranya’ associat-
ed with the ‘4 0 – 40’ variety. 

 

 

 

Symbolic representation of the 
broken ‘0’ in the right-side nu-

meral of value 
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 The illustrations of the type III and the type V.a-V.b stereotypes appear next to each other on 
the previous page.  I’m using these to demonstrate the sequence of the steps the printer performed in 
removing the ‘Baranya’ typesetting from the type III stereotype to construct the type V.a-V.b.  It is 
important to reiterate that the original type was horizontal in format and was transferred to a vertical 
format.  The large numbers in the illustration show the order in which the words were removed from 
the type III stereotype and positioned into the new stereotype, column by column. 
 The disassembly of the first two columns of the type III stereotype occurred in random order.  
The remaining three columns, however, were removed systematically starting at the bottom and con-
tinuing to the top.  Similarly, the placement of the printing type in the type V.a-V.b stereotype was 
performed systematically from the top on down. 
 In conclusion, my research demonstrated that the printing type for the word ‘Baranya’ was 
made up using two distinct styles of the letter ‘a.’  As a result, the position of large multiples or even 
individual stamps can be precisely identified by its location in the sheet even without attached sel-
vage.  Also, a thorough knowledge of the letter varieties is an indispensable tool in identifying coun-
terfeit overprints.  Because the variations in the word ‘Baranya’ have been publicized now, the cost of 
producing plates for counterfeiting becomes prohibitively costly.  Normally, counterfeiters manufac-
ture a single cliché.  In order to create true copies of the word Baranya with correct distribution of the 
‘a/a’ letters, a counterfeiter would be required to produce 15 clichés per sheet.  My study also sug-
gests that catalog valuations for the different varieties are warranted.  The pricing structure should be 
based on current valuations factoring in the frequency of occurrence per sheet.  Keep in mind that this 
has already been accepted for the first Baranya overprint issue with serifs in the date (eight occur-
rences per sheet, valued at 8x the price of the non-serif date stamps) and the equal loop Bs from the 
same series (28 occurrences per sheet, 4x value multiplier).  My study demonstrated that several vari-
eties exist only four times per sheet, and the value of some of these would be enhanced further if the 
word ‘Baranya’ included the equal loop B.  Multiples would have a correspondingly higher value.  I 
predict that full sheets of these three overprint types will see a quantum leap in value. 

 
/Translated by Csaba L. Kohalmi/ 

 
 
 

AIR MAIL NOTES, PART 7: 
1918 AIRMAIL FROM BUDAPEST CONTINUING TO KRAKAU, LEMBERG, AND KIEV  

 
by Dr. Paul J. Szilagyi 

 
It is clear that covers from first Hungarian airmail service in 1918 are rare and  that most of 

this mail was sent only as far as Vienna.  There was only sporadic need for sending mail farther to 
Krakow, Lemberg or Kiev.  It also should be kept in mind that, at that time, Hungary was still a polit-
ical part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire with Habsburg monarch Charles IV being the Hungarian 
King as well as the Emperor of Austria.  The troops of the Dual Monarchy, including Hungarians 
were fighting either in Italy around the Piave River on the infamous Doberdo Plain, or holding a pre-
carious ceasefire line against the Kerensky government in the Ukraine.  The confusing factor is, that 
the postal service of Hungary was independent from the rest of the Monarchy since 1867, but the air-
mail service was set up by the dual military leadership.  The first flights started on 20 March 1918 be-
tween Vienna and Kiev and were designed to support military communications.  The first flights car-
rying civilian mail started on 31 March 1918 - between Vienna, Krakow and Lemberg.  Soon thereaf-
ter, this became a daily service.  The Budapest-Vienna connection was added on 4 July 1918. 

The dispatches from Budapest that were to be delivered beyond Vienna stayed overnight in 
Aspern (the airport located outside of Vienna) and dispatched the next morning to Krakow and Lem-
berg.  The schedule of the flights carrying the daily mail was the following: 

Eastward route:  Start from Vienna (Aspern airport) 5:30 AM  
Arriving in Krakow   9:00 AM 
Starting from Krakow                               9:30 AM 
Arriving in Lemberg    12:30 PM 
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Westward route: Start from Lemberg   10:00 AM 
Arriving in Krakow   13:00 PM 
Starting from Krakow                               13:30 PM 
Arriving in Vienna (Aspern airport) 15:20 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From Vienna, the fee for letters weighing less than 20 gm was 15 heller in addition to the 

airmail surcharge of 2.50K to Krakow and 4.00K to Lemberg.  These fees were made up of the fixed 
charge of 1.00K for special handling plus 1.50K per leg of the air route and had to be paid with air-
mail stamps.  The letters could be sent only from the main post offices of Vienna, Krakow and Lem-
berg.  At the time of mailing, only the regular stamps were cancelled.  The Austrian airmail stamps 
were cancelled only after the letters arrived to the airport to be dispatched.  The senders of overweight 
letters paid additional fees both for the regular and the airmail service.  I think that these Austrian 
airmail facts are important because the Hungarian flights were part of a larger scheme aimed at de-
veloping a southern line from Vienna to Odessa in the Ukraine.  

The inaugural flight from Budapest to Vienna was on 4 July 1918.  The first flight was pi-
loted by Captain August Raft-Marwil and Lieutenant Emil Vargha and took to the air in a Branden-
burg C1 type biplane (200 HP – tail number 369.09) at 10:20AM while the band had played the 
Rákóczy March.  The plane landed at Aspern (Vienna) at 12:23PM.  The mail pouches were trans-
ferred without delay to the waiting representative of the Vienna main post office.  During the next 20 
days, the planes left the Mátyásföld airport in Budapest between 4:00 and 5:00PM and arrived in Vi-
enna around 7:00PM.  The planes returned to Budapest the next morning, usually starting between 
5:00 and 6:00AM arriving between 7:00 and 8:00AM.  The mail from Budapest that was sent beyond 
Vienna always stayed overnight in Vienna and was dispatched along with the Austrian mail next day 
according to the schedule above. 

From the summations available, the following pieces of mail were dispatched from Budapest 
during the 19 days of the airmail service: 

 
origin destination regular mail registered mail total pieces 

Budapest Vienna 3795 2452 6247 

Budapest Krakow 383 23 406 

Budapest Lemberg 162 36 198 

Budapest Kiev  3 known 3 (?) 
 
As this table shows, the covers to Vienna are fairly rare, but certainly the letters/cards sent to 

Krakow and Lemberg are extremely rare airmail material and should be treated as such.  Even includ-
ing the philatelically inclined cards sent by Dr. Weinert or by Stephan Stasny, this material is rare and 
is coveted by many collectors outside of the circle of Hungarian philatelists.  Today, very few genu-
ine letters or cards are offered for sale!  Many covers are fakes, especially the ones sent to Vienna.  
Sometimes the letters are decorated with fake stamps, sometimes with genuine stamps, but the cancel-
lations are faked.  Watch out for and stay away from the blue Vienna arrival cancellation on July 5th! 

 

The map on the left shows the 1918 air-
mail routes.  The dark dashed line de-

notes the original Vienna-Kiev-Lemberg-
Kiev route.  The light dashed line indi-

cates the Budapest-Vienna route expan-
sion.  The dotted line shows a proposed 
southern route from Budapest to Bucha-
rest and Odessa via various Hungarian 

towns such as Szeged, Temesvár, and Ko-
lozsvár.  This large scheme was not im-
plemented because of the large number 
of crashes during the brief operation of 

the Budapest-Vienna route. 
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The postal fees for the two destinations are summarized in the table below.  The letter rate 
and the airmail surcharge were for items weighing 20gm or less.  The airmail surcharge was to be 
paid with airmail stamps only.  The balance of the fees was to be paid with regular postage stamps. 

 
from Budapest to Krakow to Lemberg 

 letters cards letters cards 

basic fee 20f 10f 20f 10f 

express fee 60f 60f 60f 60f 

airmail surcharge 3.00K 3.00K 4.50K 4.50K 

special carrier fee 1.00K 1.00K 1.00K 1.00K 

total 4.80K 4.70K 6.30K 6.20K 

registration (optional) +25f +25f +25f +25f 
 
Overweight letters were assessed additional fees for both the regular and the airmail service.  

The extra regular fee was 5f for every additional 20gm increment, and the airmail surcharge fee was 
an additional 3K for Krakow and 4.50K for Lemberg (and Kiev).  Since the airmail fees were multi-
plied for every 20gm, a third weight class registered letter (between 40 and 60gm) to Lemberg needed 
13.50K in airmail stamps, 30f for regular fees, 1K for the carrier fee, 60f for the express service, and 
25f for the registration fee totaling 15K 40f.  The airmail stamps were NOT sold during these 20 
days!  The stamps were attached by the postal clerk at the ‘Repülö Posta’ window marked for airmail 
service.  In order to acquire stamps, the contemporary philatelists placed newspapers into envelopes 
so its weight increased and the clerk had to put both denominations of airmail stamp on the envelope.   

The Hungarian mail to these destinations is very rare compared to letters sent to Vienna.  The 
registered letters to Krakow and Lemberg are true air philatelic rarities!  In addition, letters to Lem-
berg are even scarcer than letter to Krakow.  With the exception of unregistered letters sent on July 
11th, 12th, and 15th, cover are very rarely seen even in top European auctions.  Interestingly, many of 
the postal cards sent by Dr. Weinert, a great philatelist of his day and a reputable dealer who lived in 
Pozsony, are very similar to each other.  I have seen four or five such cards from the July 23rd (last 
day of the Budapest-Vienna route, but no mail forwarded beyond Vienna is listed in the literature) 
and several other days. 

My big surprise was the July 4th registered letter with the R-4005 label discussed in the Oc-
tober-December 2004 issue of The News.  The letter was addressed to Lemberg but was returned to 
Budapest.  It is accompanied by a letter tracer form that authenticates the letter.  The postal regula-
tions had stated that if the airmail letter was lost, the sender was to get his expenses refunded.  Cer-
tainly this letter is not recorded in the compiled tables published in the Monograph, Talas or Berecz. 

 
Table of Letters/Cards to Krakow and Lemberg (Kiev) July 4 to July 23, 1918 
 

Date: to Krakow to Lemberg & Kiev 

July  regular registered registry etiquette # regular registered registry etiquette # 

4     1[x] R-4005r 

5  3[x]* R-4311, R-4313    

6  1   5[x] R-4873, R-4812 (KIEV) 

7 1[x]      

8  2   2  

9  1  1 4  

10 306[x] 4[x] R-4448, R-4450  5[x] R-4452, R-4453 

11 70[x]   44 [x] W   

12    26 [x] W 3[x]  

13       

14 1 1     

15 1[x]   73[x W] 1  

16 4[x] 1  1 1  

17  10[x] R-4207, R-4208 13[x] W 2  
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18     1  

19     3[x] R-4414 

20      R-4567 (KIEV) 

21       

22 1[x]    6?  

23    6[x] W 6?  
 

* = blue cancellation 
[x] = items known items to me or in my collection          W = cards posted by Dr. Weinert 

 
I arranged the covers that are known to exist according to a decreasing number of items car-

ried per day of items.  With the exception of the ‘Stiasny’ mail on the 10th of July, they are all very 
rare.  Not all 306 items were Stiasny letters on that day, however.  The first surprise was the unre-
corded mail in the literature from July 5th.  The letters are genuine and were cancelled with dark blu-
ish ink.  I know of the existence of three such registered letters.  There were 306 letters unregistered 
items carried on the July 10th.  These are not too difficult to find.  All others are rare and it is not easy 
to find them in the market.  Several of these are shown below. 

 
Date destination type of mail number of items estimated value 

July 10 Krakow regular 306 $120-150 

July 15 Lemberg regular 73 $200-250 

July 11 Krakow regular 70 $200-250 

July 11 Lemberg regular 44 $300 

July 12 Lemberg regular 26 $400 

July 17 Lemberg regular 13 $500 
                
On all of the other days when airmail was forwarded from Vienna to Krakow and Lemberg, 

very few, only 1 to 10 cards or letters were carried.  Registered letters are even scarcer.  The number 
of letters carried to Kiev is not known, but judging by their rarity, there may have been only a hand-
ful.  Three copies are said to exist, of which I had seen only one.  It was owned by Ferenc Nagy of 
Budapest.  (Nagy Feri bácsi passed away last November at the ripe old age of 99.)  A recently discov-
ered Kiev cover is illustrated on the back cover of this issue courtesy of SHP member Zoltán 
Koleszár from Hungary. 

Based on these observations, several conclusions can be drawn:  
 The original tables in the Magyar bélyegek monográfiája (also in A magyar bélyegek ké-
zikönyve, Berecz’s The Pioneer Period of Hungarian Airmail, and the Talas catalog) missed sev-
eral items.  Letters to Krakow and Lemberg were carried on other days not listed in the tables. 
 At least one cover was carried on the July 4th flight sent to Lemberg.  This item is not listed. 
 Three registered letters a blue cancellation dated 5 July 1918 sent from Budapest, Krakow 
have been discovered.  The Post Office 4 canceller is LTn.  Such a variety is also unlisted in all of the 
airmail reference books.  

 Several of the items were postal 
cards sent by Dr. Weinert, a highly 
regarded philatelist of the time.  I had 
seen six ‘last day of service’ regular 
cards sent by him to Lemberg on Ju-
ly 23rd.  I have illustrated similar 
cards from him sent on July 11th and 
15th; and, I assume, that more identi-
cal cards were sent.  These are also 
unlisted.  

 
 
 
 

 

6 July 1918 registered letter dispatched to 
Lemberg and returned to Budapest.  This is 

one of  five letters sent to Lemberg.  The reg-
istry etiquette number is 4873/r. 
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17 July 1918 registered letter to Krakow is one of 10 registered letters flown on that date. 

 

 

 

 

A nice example of the 10 July1918 ‘Stiasny’ letter to Krakow.  The front side 
bears the Flugpost Wien 1 departure cancellation of 11 July 1918.  The reverse 
side shows the Flugpost Wien 1 10 July 1918 arrival cancel and the Flugpost 

Poczta Lotnicza Krakau Krakow 1 arrival cancel of 11 July 1918. 
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5 July 1918 registered letter to Krakow cancelled in  blue ink with the 
Budapest 4 LTn CDS.  On the right is the accompanying proof of mailing 

showing the registry etiquette number 4311/r. 

 

 

15 July 1918 regular letter (above) sent to 
Krakow was the only piece of mail sent 

there on that day. 

22 July 1918 regular letter sent to Krakow 
is another example of the single piece of 
mail sent to that destination on that day. 
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One of three postal cards sent 
by Dr. Weinert to Lemberg on 
23 July 1918, the last day of 
the Budapest-Vienna airmail 
service.  Mail to Lemberg on 
that day was previously unre-
corded in philatelic literature. 

Another postal card sent by 
Dr. Weinert to Lemberg.  

This one was posted on 12 
July 1918 and was franked 
with 6.20K in stamps.  The 

amount represented 10f 
postcard rate, 60f express 
fee, 1K special carrier fee, 

and 4.50K airmail sur-
charge. 

 

19 July 1918 registered letter sent to 
Lemberg but returned to Budapest.  

Registered letters sent to Lemberg are 
great rarities. 
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Registered letter to Lemberg posted on 10 July 1918.  This is one of five letters delivered on that day.  During 
the 20 days of airmail service, only 192 items were carried between Budapest and Lemberg. 

 

 
 

QUESTION & ANSWER 
 

Question: What is the meaning of the marking LEVÉLSZEKRÉNYBÖL or LEVÉLSZEKRÉNY 
ÚTJÁN ADATOTT FEL found on Hungarian covers? 

Answer: The translation of the 
Hungarian text is easy.  ‘Levélszekrényböl’ 
means ‘from a letter box’ while ‘levélsze-
krény útján adatott fel’ means ‘posted via a 
letter box.’  Without doing an exacting sur-
vey, I can safely state the both of these 
markings started to appear in the early 1930s 
and are still used occasionally today to mark 
mail collected from letter boxes.  I have not 
read anything in Hungarian philatelic litera-
ture to explain the reasoning behind they 
use.  One guess would be that mail marked 
in such a fashion would indicate that the 
postage  was  applied  by  the sender and not 

by a window clerk.  Any shortage, hence a postage due, was the responsibility of the sender.  Also, 
mail from the letter boxes was not collected daily but rather infrequently (once a week).  Any delay in 
forwarding the letter was because it sat in a letter box for a long period of time.  I have seen airmail 
and/or registered letters with such markings, which leads me to the question as to how a controlled 
piece of mail would be handled after being collected from a letter box.  Obviously, the registry eti-
quette would have had to be applied to the letter after the sender dropped it in the box.  Can anyone 
provide a different, perhaps better, explanation?  /Ed./ 
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NEWSPAPER STAMPS: A BRIEF PRIMER ABOUT USE AND FRANKINGS 
 

by Emmerich Vamos 
 

 Simultaneously with the issuance of postage stamps in 1850, the Austrian Post introduced 
newspaper stamps for the purpose of franking periodicals sent by mail.  The so-called Mercury-head 
stamps were denominated 0.6kr (blue), 6kr (yellow and red), and 30kr (rose) and were intended to 
pay the postage fees for one, ten or fifty newspapers, respectively.  Since Austrian stamps were uti-
lized in the territory of Hungary between 1850 and 1867, the Mercury-head stamps used in Hungarian 
post offices can be considered as the first Hungarian newspaper stamps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Austrian Mercury-head newspaper stamps used in Bistritz and Oroslavje in Hungary 
 

 With the implementation of a domestic stamp printing facility, the 
independent Hungarian Post introduced a new newspaper stamp, the litho-
graphed 1kr issued in 1871 followed by the typographed 1872 issue as well as 
a 2kr wrapper imprinted with the same design found on the 2kr postage stamp 
bearing the profile of King Ferenc József. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Initially, most likely for accountability purposes, postal regulations required that every news-
paper be franked with a single stamp even if multiple copies of a newspaper were shipped to the same 
destination.  The enforcement of this regulation accounts for the fact that while mint or used copies of 
the first newspaper stamp (Scott # P1) are plentiful, used pairs or strips are nearly impossible to find.  
This fact is mentioned in the Magyar bélyegek monográfiája (published in 1966) and Gábor 

  

 

 2kr newspaper wrapper issued in 1871. 

The first Hungarian newspaper stamp 
was the lithographed issue of 1871. 
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Visnyovszki’s Bélyegkönyv (1996).  At the time these reference were published, only one used mul-
tiple was known to exist, a vertical strip of 3, which is illustrated on page 353 of Volume III of the 
monograph.  I am fortunate enough to be able to complement this data by illustrating below a newly 
discovered horizontal strip of 3 cancelled at Beszterce. 

The 2kr wrapper was printed in a 
sheet containing five strips.  The purchas-
ers had to cut the individual strips apart 
and use them as required.  

In 1872, the lithographed newspaper 
stamp was replaced with a typographed va-
riety.  The design on the new issue was 
changed slightly: the postal horn faced to 
the right as opposed to the left-facing horn 
on the earlier stamp. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  In 1874, a new newspaper stamp was issued coinciding with the appearance of the 
envelope-design krajcár postage stamps.  This design remained in use with several changes in paper 
watermarks until the end of the 19th century.  By the time this stamp was in use, the regulations al-
lowed for the bundling of newspapers.  As a result, large used multiples exist.  It is not hard to find 
blocks of 30 or 40.  I am showing block of 10 and 36 in the illustrations on the next page.   
  In 1879, a new, violet colored wrapper was introduced, which continued to be used 
until 1900.  The illustration on the next page shows a sheet of four such strips. 
  In 1900, a new newspaper stamp depicting the large Hungarian coat-of-arms was is-
sued coinciding with the introduction of the korona-fillér denominated Turul stamps.  The new design 

 

 

Above: A rare used strip of 3 of the 1871 lithographed 
first Hungarian newspaper stamps. 

Left: Block of four of the 1872 typographed Hungari-
an newspaper stamp with right- facing postal horn. 

 

 

Above: Postally used copy of the 1872 newspaper stamp cancelled 
Budapest Föposta Hírlapkiadás / 

 Budapest Main Post Office Newspaper Publishing 
Below: The 1871 2kr wrapper used in 1875 with supplemental 

franking, a 3kr envelope-design postage stamp. 
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continued in use (with color and paper watermark variations) until 1922, when the post office discon-
tinued the use of newspaper stamps entirely. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 In general, newspapers were taken 
from the printers directly to the nearest rail-
way station, bypassing the local post office.  
This insured the timely delivery of the pa-
pers to the countryside on board the next 
train.  Because of this practice, special pro-
cedures were implemented with regards to 
the cancellation of newspaper stamps.  Gen-
erally, newspaper stamps were cancelled at 
the destination post offices.  This explains 
why names of villages where no publisher of 
a newspaper ever existed appear on can-
celled stamps.  Publishers were also allowed 
to precancel newspaper stamps either by 
printing a cancellation on a sheet or using a 
rubber stamp.  In addition, sheets of news-
paper stamps could be purchased from the 
Budapest Postal Directorate that were pre-
cancelled with the circular CDS ‘Budapest 
Föpostahivatal Hírlapkiadás.’  All of these 
procedures wee aimed at facilitating the col-
lection of revenue by the post office as well 
as making it easier for the published to get 
the newspapers to the subscribers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Above: Used block of 10 envelope-design newspaper 
stamps first issued in 1874. 

 
Right: Used block of 36 envelope-design newspaper 

stamps with Budapest Föposta Hirlapkiadás precancel. 
 

Below: Unused sheet of 4 wrappers issued in 1879. 

 

 

2kr wrapper with 1kr supplemental franking 
used in 1895. 
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Newspaper stamp issued in 1900 depicting the large coat-of-arms of the Kingdom of Hungary. 
The wrapper on the right shows that the addressee received 10 copies of the daily edition of the Pesti Napló and 

15 copies of the Sunday edition.  There were 10 newspaper stamps attached for the 10 daily copies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Five stamps paid the postage fees for the copies of the Az Est send under this wrapper.  The stamps were not 
cancelled by the receiving post office at Kovászna. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With the elimination of newspapers stamps, 
a very interesting period of Hungarian philately end-
ed.   

 
 
 

THE EDITOR’S NOTES 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 This issue marks the 35th anniversary of the Society for Hungarian Philately.  Actually, SHP 
was founded in the closing months of 1969 in Fairfield CT, but it went ‘national’ in early 1970.  It is 

  

 

 

 

Left: Newspaper stamps precan-
celled by the Budapest Main 

Post Office. 
Right: Newspaper stamps pre-

cancelled by the publisher of the 
Pesti Hírlap, 6 October 1914, 
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quite an accomplishment not only to have survived but also to have grown into a well-known and re-
spected international organization.  YOU, the members are to be congratulated for your perseverance 
and dedication to Hungarian philately throughout the past three-and-a-half decades!  Although origi-
nally I had intended this issue to contain more ‘commemorative’ articles, that didn’t come to pass.   

  I tested the system and or-
dered the Folkloriada personalized 
stamps from the Hungarian Post last fall.  
Although the results were miniaturized, 
I succeeded in commemorating editor-
grandpa holding twins Brianna and Abi-
gail on their first birthday last July. 

 Mr. Péter Darabanth announced the launching of a new stamp trading company and auc-
tion house.  He had been involved with the Profila auction house for 15 years and is now starting an 
independent venture.  The address of the Darabanth Bélyegkereskedelmi és Aukciósház Kft. is H-
1052 Budapest, Bécsi utca 5, e-mail: info@darabanth.hu. 
 Dr. Paul J. Szilagyi sent this vignette honoring Ferenc 
Nagy on his 94th birthday five years ago.  Mr. Nagy passed away 
last November, and his obituary appeared in the previous issue of 
The News of Hungarian Philately. 
 The 13 November 2004 edition of the Hungarian-language 
newspaper Kanadai Amerikai Magyarság published in Canada car-
ried an interesting article about the 1931 ‘Justice for Hungary’ flight. 

The philatelic aspects of the flight have been well 
documented; nevertheless, the article contained in-
teresting tidbits of information.  As we know, the 
idea of the flight was conceived by the American 
Hungarian Transatlantic Committee to win the 
$10,000 prize offered by Viscount Harold Sidney 
Harmswort Rothmere, the publisher of the London 
Daily Mail.  By June 1930, the Detroit-based or-
ganization collected only $5,000 from American 
contributors who paid $1 for post cards that were 
intended to be carried aboard the aircraft.  An addi-
tional $45 was collected from Hungary.  Since this 
amount was woefully inadequate, Detroit busi-
nessman Emil Szalay offered up $25,000, which 
represented all of his liquid assets.  The Lockheed 
Sirius aircraft, piloted by György Endrész along 
with navigator Sándor Magyar, left Harbour Grace 
in Newfoundland on 15 July 1931 and arrived in 
record time (13 hours 50 minutes) at the Irish 
coast.  The rest of the flight was hampered by bad 
weather over Europe.  Because of the strong head-
wind, the engine used more fuel than planned and 
the aircraft was forced to make an emergency land-
ing in a field near Bicske, short of the Budapest 
destination.  Today, a small stone marker, erected 
in 1981 by the Hungarian Aero Federation, com-
memorates the spot where the aircraft landed.  
Plans are in the works to erect a more significant 
memorial in time for the 75th anniversary of the 
flight in 2006.  Magyar returned to the United 
States the same year and found employment in the 
aircraft industry.   Endrész, unfortunately, perished 

 

 

 The significant persons involved with the ‘Justice 
for Hungary’ flight graced the cover of a contempo-

rary issue of Képes Krónika/Pictorial Chronicle.  
Pilot György Endrész and navigator Sándor Ma- 
gyar are pictured on the top; Lord Rothmere and 

financial contributor Emil Szalay are at the bottom. 
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in the crash of the Sirius aircraft along with radio-navigator István Bitay, while attempting to land at 
Rome’s Litorio airport on 22 May 1932.  They were en route to a congress of transatlantic fliers. 
 Bob Morgan provided a copy of the article that appeared in the February 2005 issue of 
Scott Stamp Monthly regarding the ‘Support Your Crusade for Freedom’ cancellation authorized by 
the United States Post Office for use in New York City, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Los Angeles.  
Kathleen Wunderly, the author of the article, recounted that the slogan cancellation was is use be-
tween 1 January and 31 March annually starting in 1954.  In March 1957, the Hungarian government 
protested the use of the slogan on mail directed to Hungary as provocative and returned such mail as 
non admis.  As we know, the Soviet Union crushed the Hungarian uprising in November 1956; and, 
in March 1957, the quisling Kádár-government was in the process of consolidating power and hand-
ing out retribution.  In Budapest, the whispering campaign M.U.K. (Márciusban Újra Kezdjük = In 
March We Start Up Again) caught on mostly to irritate the authorities.  Hence, the government was 
highly sensitized to anything that might have indicated Western approval for continued opposition to 
the communist regime.  The Hungarian Foreign ministry’s note, delivered to the American Legation 
on March 8th, stated that “postal authorities of the U.S. Government have been endeavouring to use 
private letters coming from the United States to Hungary for incitement to subversion in this country.  
A considerable part of these letters bears the stamp ‘Support Your Crusade for Freedom,’ which is 
obviously intended to incite the counter-revolutionary elements defeated last November to further 
subversive activity and atrocities against the people.”  As a result of the “ill willed propaganda activi-
ty,” letters bearing the “inciting postmarks” were deemed in violation of Article 1, section 2 of the 
Universal Postal Convention of the UPU and were summarily refused.  Reportedly, several thousand 
pieces of mail were returned from Hungary by the time the use of the slogan was discontinued at the 
end of March.  At that time, it was normal to send 1,700 items to Hungary via New York’s Morgan 
Station Branch daily.  The same branch also handled the returned mail.  A sticker, shown below, ex-
plaining the reason for the return was affixed to each item.  John M. Hotchner provided two illustra-
tions of such mail that survives.  One accompanied the Scott article; the other was published in the 14 

June 2004 issue of Linn’s Stamp News.  The ‘Support Your 
Crusade for Freedom’ cancellation saw very limited use in 
1958 and was discontinued thereafter.  Hence, the Hungarian 
government’s ‘war’ on offensive U.S. slogans took a break 
until the issuance of the Lajos Kossuth Champion of Liberty 
stamps in September 1958. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This cover was mailed from Los Angeles on 24 February 1957 and was re-
turned from Hungary because of the offensive ‘Support Your Crusade for 

Freedom’ slogan cancellation.  The 15¢ Statue of Liberty airmail definitive 
stamp probably help to underscore the fate of the refused-returned cover. 
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 I recommend that readers 
look up the original article in the Scott 
Stamp Monthly for the rather humor-
ous story of how the Hungarian gov-
ernment also took offense at Canada’s 
‘Why Wait for Spring? Do It Now!’ 
slogan cancellation from 1957.  Unfor-
tunately, there were no ‘Retour. Non 
Admis’ covers available to illustrate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Editor’s Soapbox: Unfortunately, many of the illustrations in this issue are poor, as usual.  
The dark photocopies that I received are impossible to scan.  In most cases, I have lightened the re-
sultant electronic images, the tradeoff of which is a loss of resolution.  I cannot emphasize enough to 
our authors, PLEASE TAKE A GOOD LOOK AT THE QUALITY OF PHOTOCOPIES YOU ARE 
SENDING.  Dark images are NO GOOD.  Color copies may look great, but since we publish in black 
and white only, PLEASE SEND ONLY BLACK & WHITE PHOTOCOPIES.  Thank you. 

 
 
 

VARIETY IN TEMESVÁR 9N1/F2 IDENTIFIED 
 

by Anthony Muller 
 

Often, I will buy bulk lots of “Trianon Overprints” to sort at leisure and to cull for varieties.  
I was working on such a lot of Temesvár overprints from the Serbian occupation of 1919, sorting a 
sizable number of Scott #9N1 / Brainard #F2 when I noticed the overprints appeared to vary in size.  I 
am always suspicious of variations in Trianon overprints since there are so many forgeries, but care-
ful examination and comparison with known forged stamps appeared to confirm these stamps were 
genuine.  I selected three of the stamps and sent them to Chris Brainard for confirmation of authentic-
ity.  They were 1) a “small” overprint, 2) a large overprint, and 3) one where the leading 1 in “10 fil-
lér” was small and the rest of the overprint was large.  The last of these was quite exciting! 

     1)                                                          2)                                                      3)     

 
After a respectable period, Chris returned the three stamps, each with his backstamp and with 

a note were he remarked that the last of the three “might be worth collecting.”  These were exciting 
words coming from Chris! 

Next I examined the stamps under a microscope.  I sought to determine if the variation in size 
of the first two stamps was due to the use of different size font, different degrees of inking or some 
other reason.  Under 40-power magnification, all three overprints appeared to have the same amount 

 

This picture post card was mailed from 
Chicago on 8 February 1957 and was re-
turned from Hungary because of the offen-
sive ‘Support Your Crusade for Freedom’ 

slogan cancellation.  Again, the 3¢ Statue of 
Liberty stamps probably didn’t help. 
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of ink, so I discounted the degree of inking as the variable.  I used the Cancellation Gauge on a Linn’s 
Multi-Gauge, calibrated in half millimeters, to measure the stamps with the following results: 
       1)  2)  3) 
 Height of the 1             2.9mm         2.9mm         3.1mm  
 Height of the 0             3.2mm         3.3mm         3.3mm 
 Height of the “ll” in “fillér”           3.1mm         3.3mm         3.2mm  
 Length of the overprint from the midline of the “1” to the end of the “r” 

                    13.0mm       13.0mm             13.0mm 
Using the microscope and this gauge, I estimated these measurements to the nearest 0.1mm 

(and they are probably accurate to +/-0.05mm).  Because the centerline-to-centerline dimensions of 
the characters was the same and the character heights were not significantly different, I concluded 
that the same font was used.  This leaves only the degree of pressure during printing that could ac-
count for the difference in size of the overprint.  This is corroborated by the overprint being more sig-
nificantly embossed on the back of the 2) large impression.  I, therefore, concluded that these two 
versions should not be considered true varieties.   

However, the third stamp is different.  The first character seems the size of the small impres-
sion while the rest appears to be the size of the large one.  All characters appear similarly and evenly 
inked.  Horizontal measurements from centerline to centerline of characters are the same as on the 
other two stamps.  Thus, inking and font size differences on this initial “1” can be discounted for the 
same reasons as they were for the first two stamps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I also conclude that the size difference is once again due to differences in pressure.  For the 
pressure to be different in the same impression, the lighter character must be somewhat farther from 
the printing plane (that is, the type is somewhat depressed on the plate) compared to the rest of the 
characters.  I believe this is the case here.   

I have several examples of this anomalous printing, so I know it to be recurring; and, there-
fore, I believe it to be a legitimate variety.  I hope Chris Brainard will consider this in the next edition 
of his catalogue.  Since I have only a few singles of this variety and no blocks or sheets of the stamp, 
I am unable to indicate how many such varieties occur per sheet or in what position(s) it/they occur.  
If any reader is interested in selling me a sheet, please contact me. 

 

 
  

A CALL FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE SHP EXHIBIT  
AND MEETING AT INDYPEX 2005 

 
 The Indypex 2005 exhibition, to be held 8-10 July 2005 in Indianapolis, IN, will be the site 
of the annual SHP exhibition and Society meeting.  NOW is the time to mark your calendars and to 
make your plans to enter an exhibit.  The prospectus is available on-line at 
www.indianastampclub.org or by writing to the Indiana Stamp club – INDYPEX, P.O. Box 481, 
Brownsburg, IN 46211.  SHP has been guaranteed 45 exhibit frames through May 1st, so please ACT 
NOW and reserve your exhibit space. 
 The show will be held in the 500 Ballroom of the Indiana Convention Center in downtown 
Indianapolis.  Indianapolis is an easy-to-access Midwestern city with a downtown CONVENIENTLY 
designed around pedestrian traffic. 
 We are planning to have a Society dinner as well as a general meeting.  Details for these 
events will be published in the April-June 2005 newsletter. 
 Please feel free to contact me for additional information or with help in finding accommo-
dations:  Csaba Kohalmi, e-mail: kohalmi@juno.com, tel: 317-253-4961. 
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2004 NEW ISSUES 
 

Issued 8 October 2004 
 

On the Way to the European Union 
 

Face value: Four se-tenant stamps each HUF 100.  Stamp size: 33 x 26mm. 
Designer: Gyula Molnár.  The designs show stars and clocks set to different times. 
Technical details: Printed in small sheets of 4 using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in quanti-
ties required by postal demand.  

 
Issued 11 October 2004 

 
18th Congress of the International Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions 

 

Face value: HUF 150.  Size: 34.2 x 34.2mm. 
Designer: Dániel Erdély.  The design depicts the logos of the organization and congress. 
Technical details: Printed in offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in sheets of 50.  The issued quan-
tity of stamps was 200,000. 

 
400th Anniversary of István Bocskay’s War of Independence 

 
Face value: HUF 120.  Size: 52 x 24.8mm. 
Designer: Attila Elekes.  The stamp portrays István Bocskay, coins, horses, and sword hilts. 
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 50 using offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd.  The quantity of 
stamps prepared was 300,000. 

 
Issued 28 October 2004 

 
Christmas 2004 

 
Face value: HUF 48.  Size: 40 x 30mm. 
Designer: György Kara.  The stamp design is the same as that of the HUF 38 issued in 2002. 
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in quantities required by postal de-
mand. 

 
Issued 3 November 2004 

 
Christmas 2004 

 
Face value: HUF 48.  Size: 36.3 x 25.2mm (stamp), 18 x 25.2mm (attached label). 
Designers: Péter Berky and Robert Lovy.  The design depicts angels, Christmas tree ornament and 
holiday sweets.  The attached labels alternately bear the BÉLYEG(e)M logo and the advertising in-
scription promoting personalized stamps.  Customers may order customized sheets of these stamps 
personalized with a photograph. 
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 20 stamps plus 20 labels by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in 
quantities required by postal demand. 

 
Issued 3 December 2004 

 
Natura 2000 - Protect the Environment of Threatened Species 

 
Face value: HUF 100.  Size: 26 x 33mm. 
Designer: László Dudás.  The design depicts the emblem of Natura 2000 and a woodland scene in-
tended to convey a protected center while the edges are threatened by erosion.  Forty-six regions in 
Hungary are classified as protected in the interest of preserving 200 different fauna and 36 flora en-
dangered species 
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in quantities needed for postal use. 

 

 
 
 



 

   

 
HUNGARIAN STAMPS FOR SALE 

Different and unusual items seldom offered for sale - net priced from $50 to $5000 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A VIEW IN FULL COLOR AT:      www.northstamp.com 
 

Little Gems of Hungary 
 

Austria & Hungary Naval Covers 

Hungary Philatelic Literature 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
FREE COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF HUNGARIAN STAMPS FOR SALE:  1871 Lithos in 
grades average to superb, used and unused and by plate positions types; Engraved issues, reprints; the 
Envelope/Numeral and the Turul issues specialized; and all other issues including semi-postals, airs, 
dues, etc.  All are offered NH, unused and used as well as varieties.  Also offering a full list of Occu-
pations, genuine and counterfeit, again with varieties; and non-Scott material such as Western Hunga-
ry, WWII locals, hotel posts, telegraphs, some forerunners and other postal history. 

Dan Demetriade, P.O. Box 09700, Detroit, MI 48209 
tel: 313-842-4370 

 
ATTENTION COLLECTORS OF HUNGARIAN OCCUPATION ISSUES: Singles and blocks 
from the newly discovered sheet of Nagyvárad 4f Harvester with inverted Köztársaság overprint 
(Scott No. 6N31 variety) are now available.  While many occupation issues exist with inverted over-
prints, this is the only known variety with inverted Köztársaság overprint.  The full sheet was expert-
ized by Dezsö Flasch, Mihály Bodor and István Glatz.  Each buyer will receive a photocopy of the 
expert opinion as well as a photocopy of the full sheet with identification of the position(s) of the pur-
chased stamp(s).  Prices range from $80 to $200 for NH single stamps; $400 to $800 for corner 
blocks of 4; and $950 for the upper right corner block of 4 with crescent moon printer’s mark. 

Dan Demetriade, P.O. Box 09700, Detroit, MI 48209 
tel: 313-842-4370 

 
FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 

 
Book 1 (1970-1972); Book 2 (1973-1975); Book 3 (1976-1978); 
Book 4 (1979-1981); Book 5 (1982-1984); Book 6 (1985-1987); 
Book 7 (1988-1990); Book 8 (1991-1993); Book 9 (1994-1996); 
Book 10 (1997-1999);  Book 11 (2000-2001);  Book 12 (TBA). 

 
Each book individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of 11 for  $320.00.  Freight 

fees will be added to all orders.  Order from: 
H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,  

e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 

 



 

   

 

1918 HUNGARIAN AIRMAIL LETTER TO KIEV 
 

 

 

Registered letter from Budapest to Kiev, posted 20 July 1918. 

This is one of three known examples of Hungarian airmail to Kiev during the 20-day 

operation of the Budapest-Vienna airmail route during July 1918. 


