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The News of Hungarian Philately
THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER
by H. Alan Hoover

It won’t be long now until our next show at INDYPEX http://
www.indianastampclub.org/indy.html on 8-10 July 2005. It’s only a few weeks from the time you
read this. At this time we have at least seven exhibits lined up from members of our society to fill our
allotted number of frames. We look forward to seeing some longtime exhibitors as well as two newcomers. It is always a thrill to meet members at these shows and to put a face to the name and nurture
the philatelic bond we have. If you need last minute assistance, contact our Chairman for the show,
Csaba Kohalmi, regarding hotel recommendations, directions, etc. Check in at the society table and
we have information about the society dinner, which is always a lot fun. Come and experience Hoosier hospitality firsthand! We hope that our postcard reminder to those within an easy driving distance
will encourage many to attend.
I regret to announce that, due to extensive traveling schedules and busy interfacing requirements with the Washington 2006 committees that he is unable to meet, Anthony Mueller has resigned
as our chairman for Washington 2006 http://www.washington-2006.org/. Bob Morgan and I will cochair this effort to finish all the remaining activity schedules. Bob compiled a status report that contains some recently updated information. Check it out and plan to attend. We are all looking forward
to this International show.
I am happy to announce the Executive Board has again approved LIFE MEMBERSHIP for
six members who have faithfully supported the society for 30 continuous years. Congratulations to
them all! See the separate announcement of this achievement in this edition.
I have received no inputs for the plea of seeking assistance in the maintenance and updating
of our website. If you have an interest and knowledge of webmastering and can offer the society this
service, we would be indebted to you for your assistance. The website hasn’t had active work done
on it in over 18 months. Contact me if you can help.
The Executive Board has had some recent dialog on philatelic items for sale on eBay and our
editor wrote an article about the subject. We would like your inputs as well. What has your experience been? Is it a change for the good or just more problems in a new format? Send an email to Csaba with any inputs. He would be interested in any specifics or generalities you might have about Internet buying.
Still on the subject of buying, I was shocked to see many of the minimum bids for the most
recent Profila auction. Even the common items started at HUF 2000 (US$8+). While I haven’t
looked at the prices realized on the Profila website, I would be sincerely interested in knowing what
percentage of the lots are sold. I was particularly intrigued by the ‘Hivatalos invert’ which sold for
over $12,000. I would be interested in knowing about this stamp. How many have been identified?
How many could have been produced? Do you have any information about this specialized piece?
Why not let our editor know your comments and perhaps this can be expanded into a future article on
this rarity. Undoubtedly, unusual and scarce Hungarian material is finally doing well in the auctions!
For now …. Ray, as always we will …. ‘Keep Stampin’!


KUDOS AND WELCOME
Congratulations to our members who received the following awards for their exhibits. Alfred Kugel won a gold medal and the Philatelic 25 award at Sandical with The Philatelic History of
Montenegro. At the Ameristamp Expo, Mr. Kugel won three gold medals with Austria-Hungary’s
Vistula River Flotilla in World War I, Austria-Hungary’s Danube River Flotilla in World War I, and
Austria-Hungary’s Bug and Styr River Flotillas in World War I. Henry Hahn won a gold medal at
Springpex with Carpatho-Ukraine (1918-1945).
Welcome to our newest members: Mr. Joseph von Géczy of West Hills, CA; and Dr. Ádám
Radványi of Budapest, Hungary.
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT MEMBERS’ ADDRESS CHANGES
Members are requested to notify our Secretary of address changes or new email addresses as
soon as possible when they occur. This can be done by letter or via email. Bob Morgan’s (as well as
other officers’) address(es) is listed on the inside cover of each newsletter. Please help our Society
avoid the extra expense of having to re-mail newsletters that are returned because they could not be
forwarded to members who moved. Thank you for your help!


LIFE MEMBERSHIPS AWARDED
Congratulations to the following dedicated, 30-year members of Society for Hungarian Philately who have been awarded Honorary Life Memberships in recognition of their contributions to
Hungarian philately:
Sam Basham
Christopher Brainard
Robert B. Morgan
George Sinka
Dr. Paul J. Szilagyi
Frank E. Taylor.


IN MEMORIAM
Dr. MIKLÓS KAMODY (1918-2004)
He followed in his father’s footsteps and pursued a career with the
Hungarian Post Office. His career reflected on his philatelic interests in
the research of Hungarian postal history. His many contributions included the study of the Tokaj roulettes on the 1850 issues of Austria, the field
post offices of Rákóczi’s War of Independence (1703-1711), and the
postal history of Tokaj. His manuscripts on the last topic were also published on the pages of The News. He paid SHP a great compliment by
listing these articles in his curriculum vitae. His gentle and ever pleasant
personality will be missed greatly.
DEZSÖ NAGY
Mr. Dezsö Nagy of Lerum, Sweden passed away recently. He had been a member of SHP
since 1990. Our heartfelt condolences go out to the deceased’s family.


UPDATE ON SHP ACTIVITIES AT WASHINGTON 2006, MAY 27 –
JUNE 3, 2006.
by Robert B. Morgan

This report will give you a glimpse of the activities taking place in
preparation for SHP’s participation at Washington ’06. We are busy trying
to arrange activities that will be interesting, worthwhile to attend and will
run smoothly. Things do not happen by themselves, please let us know if
you are willing to pitch in and help. Have fun with us while you are helping the ‘wheels turning.’
The Washington ’06 committee has confirmed that the SHP Board
of Directors Meeting will be on Saturday, May 27th at 3:00PM and the
General Membership Meeting will be on Sunday, May 28th at 4:00PM.
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Room numbers for these meetings will be announced later.
Our discussions with István Glatz, Hungary’s Commissioner at Washington ’06 continues.
He graciously offered to conduct a lecture/discussion session, which promises to be the highlight for
the participants. The title of the lecture, to be held during the General Membership Meeting, has not
been decided yet. He will also give his expert opinion on items shown to him by our members,
which, I’m sure, will turn out to be a very popular event. Mr. Glatz is an avid collector himself and
will have stamps and covers with him for trading purposes.
We will hold a no-cost raffle at the Annual Membership Meeting. All existing and newly
signed-up members present at the meeting will be eligible to win interesting and valuable prizes. We
are soliciting donations for this purpose (a philatelic book or anything philatelic would be suitable).
Members who are planning to exhibit please note that the last day to register is July 31, 2005.
If you haven’t done it yet, there is not much time left!
If you are planning to be at Washington ’06, please let us know either by email
H.Alan.Hoover@hungarianphilately.org or robertmorgan@adelphia.net or drop a note in the mail to
SHP, 2201 Roscomare Rd., Los Angeles, CA 90077. Thanks!


A CALL FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE SHP EXHIBIT
AND MEETING AT INDYPEX 2005
The INDYPEX 2005 exhibition, to be held 8-10 July 2005 in Indianapolis, IN, will be the
site of the annual SHP exhibition and Society meeting. NOW is the time to mark your calendars and
to make your plans to attend the exhibit.
The show will be held in the 500 Ballroom of the Indiana Convention Center in downtown
Indianapolis. Indianapolis is an easy-to-access midwestern city with a downtown CONVENIENTLY
designed around pedestrian traffic. The show opens at 10:00AM each day.
We will have a Society dinner as well as a general meeting on Saturday, July 9th. Check in
at the Society table for final details.
Please feel free to contact me for additional information or with help in finding accommodations: Csaba Kohalmi, e-mail: kohalmi@juno.com, tel: 317-253-4961.


THE JOURNEYS OF POPE JOHN PAUL II IN HUNGARY
by Csaba L. Kohalmi

I would like to remember
Pope John Paul II, who passed away
recently, by illustrating the two Vatican City stamps that commemorated his visits to Hungary in 1991 and
1996. I think that the 1996 issue
was especially magnificent in that
the design combined the Holy
Crown with the view of the Benedictine Archabbey of Pannonhalma,
founded in 996 by Duke Géza and
his son and heir, King Szent István.
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THE START-UP OF POSTAL SERVICE IN BUDAPEST IN MARCH 1945
by Dr. Ferenc Nagy
/Reprinted with the permission of the author. The original article was published in the
June 2004 issue of Bélyegvilág. Translated by Csaba L. Kohalmi./

One of the recent Profila auctions featured an overfranked cover that generated little interest
despite the lot description that mentioned it as an example of the start-up of postal service in Budapest
following the siege. A newspaper clipping describing the details of re-establishment of the postal
service was attached to the front of the cover (see Fig. 1.).
Now it can be heralded that this cover represents a sensational new discovery in field of Hungarian postal history. Collectors have been aware of oddly franked letters in the March-April 1945
timeframe posted in the Hungarian capital. These items were not franked in accordance with the last
general postal rates in effect from 1 July 1943. For example, a local registered letter shown in Fig. 2
was franked with 1,40P in lieu of the customary 70f (local letter: 20f, local registration: 50f) according to the old rate structure. Up until now, there was no explanation for this discrepancy.
The paltry newspaper clipping offers an explanation. The postal rates were increased at the
same time the postal service re-established. The resumption of postal service was, in itself, a heroic
accomplishment. Fighting on the Buda side ended on 13 February. The Hungarian capital was in ruins. Transportation was non-existent. Only foot traffic was possible and getting hold of one’s foodstuffs was the most important daily task. In those days, few people though about writing letters inasmuch as stationery was scarce. Under these circumstances, the resumption of letter deliveries a mere
17 days after the end of the siege was justification enough for a rate increase.

At that point in time, the Népszava/People’s Word, the organ of the Social Democratic Party, was the only daily newspaper published in Budapest. (The Red Army’s Új Szó/New Word was
also available, but it printed mostly news from the front alongside heavy doses of propaganda. It did
not deal with mundane matters like the start-up of postal service in Budapest.) I was able to find the 2
March 1945 issue on microfilm at the National Széchényi Library. The issue consisted of six pages.
The headline announced the start of fighting around Cologne and the collapse of the German defenses
along the Rhine River. It also estimated the total fatalities during the still on-going war at 18 million.
The article about the postal service was on page 2 alongside an announcement that movies were going
to be shown at some cinemas. All this time, ironically, a considerable number of people were starving in Budapest.
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Postal Service in the capital and environs is starting up
The Budapest Postal Directorate announces that the
regular mailing of ordinary and registered postcards and letters for delivery locally in Budapest as well as to the area of
Greater Budapest outside the municipal customs boundary is
possible starting on March 2nd.
The mentioned items may be mailed at the following post offices or deposited in letter collection boxes
mounted outside of the following office building:
Budapest 4. (IV. Városház utca 18), Budapest 5. (V. Szabadság tér 10-12), Budapest 7. (VII. Hársfa utca 47), Budapest 8. (VIII. Rökk Szilárd utca 2), Budapest 9. (IX. Ferenc
körút 39), Budapest 10. (X. Füzér utca 5), Budapest 62. (VI.
Teréz körút 45), Budapest 72. (VII. Verseny utca 1, Kel. p.u.
/Eastern Railway Station/), Budapest 82. (VIII. Harminckettesek tere 5). The items to be mailed must be franked; in
the case of 5 or more items to be mailed cash payment may
be made at the office.
Postal rates
Postcards mailed locally for delivery locally cost 30
fillér. For addresses that fall outside of the municipal customs boundary but are part of Greater Budapest, the postcard
rate is 40 fillér. Letters up to 20 grams posted locally for delivery locally cost 40 fillér; up to 250 grams, 60 fillér; up to
500 grams, 1 pengö.
Letters posted locally for delivery to places outside
the municipal customs boundary but belonging to Greater
Budapest cost 60 fillér for up to 20 grams; 1P 20f for up to
250grams; 1P 60f for up to 500 grams. Local registration
cost is 1P; to places outside the municipal customs boundary
but belonging to Greater Budapest, 1P 40f.
/Unfortunately, we do not have a clear understanding of where the municipal customs boundary was
drawn. At the beginning of World War II, Budapest consisted of 14 districts or boroughs. It did not include the
suburbs of Rákospalota, Pestújhely, Sashalom, Rákosszentmihály, Mátyásföld, Cinkota, Rákosliget,
Rákoskeresztúr, Rákoscsaba, Pestlörinc, Pestimre, Kispest, Pestszenterzsébet, Soroksár, Csepel, Budafok,
Nagytétény, and Budatétény. It is conceivable that the municipal customs boundary included only the 14 districts while the listed suburbs were considered a part of Greater Budapest outside the boundary. Currently,
Budapest consists of 22 districts. The suburban towns, which were incorporated after 1949, make up the additional districts. See the article titled ‘Budapest’ in the Oct-Dec 1992 issue of The News. Ed./

Figure 1. This overfranked, large cover was
mailed at the Budapest
62 Post Office on 2
March 1945 at 2:00PM
and addressed locally.
The newspaper clipping
announcing the resumption of postal service in
the war ravaged Hungarian capital was attached
to the cover documenting
the interim postal rates.
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Figure 2. This registered local cover was mailed at the Budapest 62 Post Office on 7 March 1945. It was correctly franked
with 1,40P at the new interim postal rates of 40f for the local
letter plus 1P for local registration.

The newly promulgated interim
postal rates were approximately double
that of the last official rates created on
1 July 1943. I say approximately, because this is true in the case of letters
and registration fees, but not in the case
of postcards.
The mystery of the franking and the
postage due assessed on the postal card
mailed on 20 March 1945 and illustrated Fig. 3 can now be explained. The
sender obviously was aware of new
postal tariffs and added the 12f stamp
to the 18f imprinted value card assuming that the 30f local rate applied to
Rákospalota. However, Rákospalota
was outside the municipal customs
boundary and the 40f rate applied. The
card was assessed twice the missing
amount (2 x 10f) paid with the 20f
postage due stamp cancelled by the
Ujpest 1 Post Office on 20 March 1945.

Figure 3. Postal card mailed
from the Budapest 114 Post
Office on 20 March 1945 and
franked with the local rate of
30f. The card was assessed
twice the missing amount of
10f because it was addressed
to Rákospalota, which was
outside of the municipal customs boundary. The 20f
postage due stamps was cancelled at Ujpest 1, 20 March
1945.

Similarly, the mystery of why the item shown in Fig. 4 was taxed at 1P 20f can also be
solved. The letter was mailed unfranked somewhere in Budapest and sent to Rákospalota. The
Ujpest Post Office assessed 1,20P postage due whereas twice the old postal tariff amount would have
been only 60f. However, according to the March 2nd postal rate structure, the letter sent to Greater
Budapest should have been franked with 60f, hence the doubled postage due of 1,20P. Interestingly
enough, the upper left hand corner of the envelope bears the penciled annotation made by László
Pákozdi, one of the great experts of this era. Lacking documentation, he wrote T 60f and could not
explain the discrepancy in the extra postage due collected.
Taking all of this into consideration, I propose to designate the March 2nd rate structure for
Budapest with Roman numeral I. as a precursor to the subsequent Second Inflation rates. Although
these rates were not in effect countrywide since there was fighting going on in Western Hungary,
these rates did apply beyond the Greater Budapest area. Skeptics should look at the card in Fig. 5
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mailed from Gyömrö on March 27th and franked with 40f in accordance with the rate for long distance postcards as well as the card in Fig. 6 mailed from Szeged.

Figure 4. Unstamped letter from Budapest assessed
1,20P postage due at Ujpest on 9 March 1945 at twice
the rate of 60f for letters sent to the Greater Budapest
area outside the municipal customs boundary.

Figure 5. Postal card mailed from Gyömrö on 27
March 1945 franked with 40f corresponding to the
new rate structure for cards sent to the Greater Budapest area outside the municipal customs boundary.

We know that in the eastern part of the country where the postal services were restored earlier, the old rate structure was in effect. A couple of localities, such as Nyíregyháza and Abony where
different localized rates were utilized, were exceptions to this. Still, we cannot classify the Budapest
rate as an emergency local rate increase because it had an impact beyond Greater Budapest. Geographically, Gyömrö does not belong to Greater Budapest, still it used the new postal tariff structure.

Figure 6. Postal card
mailed from Szeged on 18
April 1945 correctly
franked in accordance with
the last countrywide rate
structure of 18f. Upon arrival at Pestszenterzsébet,
it was assessed postage due
of 44f for the missing 22f
based on the increased
March 2nd rate of 40f for
postal cards sent to the
Greater Budapest area.

Another major problem is that the March 2nd rate increase is not documented anywhere else.
The Postai Rendeletek Tára / The Register of Postal Directives did not resume publication until
July 1945 according to Karl Endrödi of St. Pölten, Austria. This is not surprising since in 1945 I personally witnessed the ruined condition of the Post Office Headquarters on Moszkva Square. Communication possibilities at that time were minimal at best.
I am using this opportunity to call the collectors’ attention to this period in 1945 in order to
try to identify to what extent the Roman numeral I. rate structure applied beyond the extent of Greater
Budapest. As my philatelic mentor Gyula Madarász used to say, every philatelic announcement becomes obsolete as soon as it is published because only then do we truly find out the real information.
I am asking my fellow collectors to help.
April-June 2005
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Fig. 7 and Fig. 8 show two more examples of mailings handled in accordance with the Roman numeral I. rate increase of 2 March 1945.

Figure 7. Registered postcard mailed from the Budapest 4 Post Office on 7 March 1945 to Budafok outside the municipal customs boundary. The card was
correctly franked based on the March 2nd rates at 40f
plus 1,40P for registration.


Figure 8. Local letter posted at the Budapest 72 Post
Office on 4 April 1945 franked at the old rate of 20f. It
was assessed a postage due of 2 x 20f according to the
March 2nd rate increase.

HUNGARIAN PLATE NUMBER BLOCKS
by Robert B. Morgan

“What are you talking about?” asked my friend when I’ve mentioned plate number blocks,
then declared “Hungary never issued plate number blocks!” I beg to differ; however, and I bet not
many collectors know or heard about them.
In the 1960s and 1970s, plate number collecting gained popularity among stamp collectors
around the world. In the U.S.A., its popularity reached its zenith in the late 70s; and the Postal Department was happy with profitable sales to stamp collectors. When the USPS changed the Plate
Number (PN) format to multiple numbers on each sheet, the popularity of PN collecting collapsed.
Just about that time, the Hungarian Post decided to get on the ‘bandwagon’ issuing PN blocks.
In June 1981, the Philatelia Hungarica sent out a circular to all of their dealer-customers. (The old timers remember that Philatelia Hungarica was the official arm of the
Hungarian Post and was in business of selling stamps to
stamp dealers and important collectors in foreign countries –
preferably to ‘hard currency’ countries). In short, the communiqué solicited inquiries and advised that, responding to
the demand from collectors, plate numbered blocks of four
were to be issued first for imperforated stamps only, later to
be followed with perforated stamps. At that time, the cost of
imperforate stamps was 10 times the price of the perforated
issues. The corner block of four imperf stamps with plate
numbers would cost an extra 50% more! Orders were accepted for imperforate stamps either with or without PNs.
This notification was followed up in short order with
detailed explanation of PN placements and readiness to accept orders for the first imperf PN blocks of the up-coming
Alexander Fleming issue. The layout was designed to have
two PNs on each sheet on opposite sides. The letters “BO”
(Bal Oldal) for the left side and “JO” (Jobb Oldal) for the right side preceded the numbers. Spe-

cific orders could be placed for either one.
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The first Hungarian stamps with PNs were issued on August 7, 1981, of the earlier mentioned
Fleming stamp. This was followed on November 25, 1981, with the Duna set; December 4, 1981,
with the Christmas issue, and the last on December 29, 1981, the Illustrators stamp set (four stamp
issues in total). The total imperf quantities issued and the number of stamps in each sheet: Fleming
6,700/50; Duna 19,800/40; Christmas 6,800/80; Illustrators 6,000/20.

Four imperforate
Hungarian stamp
issues were produced with plate
numbers. The first
issue was the
Fleming stamp
(top) followed by
the Danube riverboats set (top left),
the pair of Christmas stamps (top
right); and, finally,
the Illustrators set
(left and right).

April-June 2005
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Please note, during this same time period there were three more stamp sets issued: the Bridal
Chests on September 12, 1981, the Pápa College on October 3, 1981, and the World Food issue on
October 16, 1981. These three sets were NOT made with imperf PNs. The imperforate stamps were
valid for postage with the same time constrains as the perforated varieties.
Apparently the ‘demand’ was less than satisfactory because by January 1982, only four
months later, a follow-up letter to the dealer-customers announced the cancellation of the PN program. Since it was never indicated how many PN blocks of four were made/sold, I have no idea of
the quantities issued. I have a feeling that some issues are scarcer than others. In the past 23 years I
have seen such PNs offered for sale only two times: once in a private sale and once in an auction. I
believe that they are one of the scarcest varieties of modern Hungarian stamps. If anybody has additional information, I would be very appreciative of letting me know.


MORE ON AIRMAIL RATES TO AUSTRALIA PRIOR TO WORLD WAR II

by Judy Kennett
The October – December 2004 issue of The News of Hungarian Philately published a follow-up article on airmail rates to South Africa. The article was accompanied by illustrations of the
cover of an airmail rates booklet published by the Hungarian Postal Directorate in 1936 as well as
page 11 from that booklet. It had been sent in by our member Jan-Jaap de Weerd. I contacted him
to ask if an airmail rate to Australia was also shown.

The 1936 airmail surcharge rate for the Commonwealth of Australia (Austráliai Államszövetség) is given on
page 8. Not also that the surcharge for Argentina is given on the same page at 3P 50f per 5gm and to the United States at 40f per 5gm. Letters sent to the states of New York and New Jersey in the US were entitled to a
special 20f per 10gm airmail surcharge from Hungary to the point of surface embarkation in Europe.

Following contributions to the journal by Christopher Brainard and myself, it was deduced
that the rate for the pre-WW2 period was 1P 40f for each 5 grams in addition to the foreign letter rate
of 40f, plus the cost of any other services required, such as registration (50f).
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Jap-Jaap very kindly sent me an extract from the booklet showing the rate for Australia (page
8). This confirms the 1P 40f rate effective 1 March 1936. Airmail covers to Australia in my collection show that this rate was applicable until April 1941. I have not seen any covers after that date.

Cover from Budapest to Newcastle, New South Wales in 1940 franked with 2P 30f paying the foreign letter rate
of 40f and 50f for registration plus the 1P 40f airmail surcharge. The letter was mailed from the airmail counter at Budapest 4 post office on 9 June 1940, and was received at GPO Sydney RS (Registered Service) on 20
June 1940. It was then passed to Censor No 77, and following inspection was re-sealed with tape. The tape
was tied to the cover with the censor’s stamp ‘Passed by Censor S. 77, and returned to the GPO for delivery on
24 June 1940. It was received at Hamilton NSW on 25 June 1940 after a total transit time of 16 days.

The cover is endorsed ‘Letter (partly obscured) in Hungarian’. From early April 1940, covers
addressed to Sydney that had been endorsed ‘Written in Hungarian’ or similar words were passed to
Sydney Censor No 77. I assume that he was proficient in the language. Different censor numbers
appear on letters that did not have this endorsement.

Recently, I acquired photocopies of three covers from 1935. After consultation with Csaba
Kohalmi, we concluded that the above two covers can be used to illustrate that the airmail surcharge
to Australia in 1935 was 1,25P per 5gm, which was actually less than the 1 March 1936 rate. The
cover on the left was mailed on 17 August 1935 and was franked with 2,90P postage. The cover of
the right was posted on 22 September 1935 and carried 1,65P in postage stamps. Subtracting the 40f
foreign letter rate from each amount leaves the airmail surcharge for the first cover at 2,50P while the
surcharge for the second cover was 1,25P. Assuming that the first cover weighed between 5 and 10
grams while the second weighed less than 5 grams, we can calculate that the airmail surcharge to
Australia in 1935 was 1,25P per 5 grams. The third cover was posted on 23 July 1935, earlier than
the two shown above, and was franked with 2,20P. A casual glance of this franking could lead to the
false conclusion that the airmail surcharge was 1P 80f; however, 55f fillérs’ worth of stamps were Xed out in ink rather than being cancelled. We concluded that the cover was overfranked by 55f, and
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sender may have even gotten his money
back for the extra stamps.
The cover on the left is one of the
earliest known published examples of an
airmail letter to Australia. It was posted at
the Budapest Mátyásföld aerodrome on 23
July 1935. By itself, this cover would be a
bit confusing because of the apparent 2P
20f postage franking; however, four
stamps totaling 55f were X-ed out rather
than being cancelled. This indicates that
the correct postage was 1P 65f, the foreign
letter rate of 40f plus 1P 25f airmail surcharge. Jan Jaap de Weerd’s airmail surcharge rates booklet from 1 March 1936
documents that the airmail surcharge rate
to Australia was increased to 1P 40f in the
following year. The transit time for the
three covers varied between 14 and 18
days, probably because of the variation of
airline schedules along the way.
The last illustrated cover shown on
the left is an example of airmail from Australia to Hungary. This item was send
from Melbourne in March 1934 to Budapest by way of Adelaide and Perth. Note
the Wien Flugpost transit cancellation dated 9 March 1934 and the LÉGIPOSTÁVAL
ÉRKEZETT / ARRIVED BY AIRMAIL
marking, which was applied in Budapest.


WHEN WERE THE DOMESTICALLY PRINTED 1kr NEWSPAPER TAX STAMPS
WITH ‘kr’ WATERMARK PLACED INTO POSTAL USE?
by Gábor Voloncs

In 1867, the newly independent Hungarian fiscal ministry inherited the Austrian Empire’s
system of collecting revenues through the use of newspaper tax stamps. This type of tax collecting
method was introduced in the monarchy originally in 1853.
Because Hungary did not possess a stamp printing facility at first, the newspaper tax stamps
were ordered from the State Printing Plant in Vienna. The stamp was designed by Viennese graphic
artist Bayer, and engraver Schmidt prepared the master plate. (Jászai attributed the engraving to
Jakoby.) The 1kr blue and 2kr brown newspaper tax stamps were issued in June of 1868, and these
two designs were the first not only to carry Hungarian-language inscriptions and but also to show the
Hungarian national crest. The stamps were prepared in printer’s sheets of 4 x 100 subjects and were
produced on ZEITUNGS – MARKEN watermarked paper. The very large initial quantity printed in
Vienna was enough to satisfy user demand until 1889. In part, this was due to the several changes
that occurred in the tax laws in those twenty years. In the first period between 20 June 1868 and 31
December 1869, the required newspaper tax was 1kr for domestic papers and 2kr for papers coming
from abroad. On 1 January 1870, the 1868 Public Law XIII was modified to eliminate the newspaper
tax on domestic publications. The modification also set the revenue tax at 1kr for papers from Germany and at 2kr for publications from other countries. As a result, there was decreased demand for
newspaper tax stamps. In 1888 the Hungarian State Printing Office started up production to replenish
the supply. While the basic stamp design remained unchanged, a new master die was prepared result-
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ing in a cosmetic change and new dimensions for the numeral of value ‘1’ and the currency designator ‘kr’. The new printing utilized the ‘kr’ watermarked paper used for postage stamps.
Postal directives did not report the introduction these domestically printed stamps because the
minor changes did not affect the overall appearance of the stamps. The watermarked paper used in
part as a security measure merited notice only from philatelists in later years. The postal and the
treasury officials did not consider this stamp as a new issue.
Philatelic literature generally regards 1889 as the year when the domestically printed newspaper stamps were place into postal use. János Emánuel Jászai’s excellent catalog published in 1927
provides the only exception to this. He marked the introduction of the ‘kr’ watermarked stamps as
1881 simultaneously with the issuance of the watermarked colored numeral envelope design postage
stamps. This is obviously wrong because all of the newspaper tax stamps were printed on watermarked paper from the Fiume plant (the letter ‘k’ is 13-14mm high). None of these stamps exist on
paper from the Nagyszlabos mill (the letter ‘k’ is 14-15mm high) that was in use in 1881.
A fortunate chance encounter allowed my to look over a large quantity of used newspaper tax
stamps. The most interesting facet of this large lot was that all of the stamps were cancelled in 1888
and were used in the town of Brassó. Brassó, which was located in the southeastern part of Transylvania, was an important publication center as well as the first transit point for newspapers entering
Hungary from Rumania and the Balkans. The town’s multi-ethnic population and extensive commercial activity assured that it was also a distribution center for periodicals. At this time, only foreign
newspapers from Rumania and the Balkans were subject to the tax of 2kr per issue. Because of the
high volume, Brassó required a continuous, regular supply of newspaper tax stamps. We can assume
that Brassó was one of the first towns to receive a supply from the domestically produced stamps.
The large stock of stamps from the year 1888 was appealing because of the nice, full cancellations. My surprise came after I sorted the items by month and day of usage.

On the left, a pair of the 1868 issue newspaper stamps printed in Vienna cancelled Brassó, 88 APR 29.
On the right, a pair of Budapest printed newspaper tax stamps cancelled Brassó, 88 MÁJ 3.
On the left is a sampling
of pairs of newspaper tax
stamps used in Brassó in
1888. The three pairs on
the left were printed in Vienna and used in March
and April of 1888. The
middle two pairs were
printed in Budapest and
used in May 1888. The
three pairs on the right
were used in July 1888.
The middle of the three is
the Vienna printing oddball usage from July 1888.
The other two pairs were
Budapest printings.
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I concluded that the last day of use for examples of the 1868 issue produced in Vienna was 29
April 1888. The next date of 3 May 1888 was struck on a pair of domestically produced, watermarked stamps printed in Budapest. After this, chronologically, all used pairs were the domestically
produced stamps with the exception of a pair of Vienna printings cancelled on July 23rd. This last
item may have been a remnant that turned up for some reason. Following this date through the end of
the year, only Budapest-printed newspaper tax stamps were used in Brassó.
This discovery changes the date of issue for the ‘kr’ watermarked 1kr newspaper tax. Instead
of 1889 being the year of issue, the stamps were placed in use seven months earlier, in May 1888.
As a result of this discovery, catalogs can safely indicate 1888 as the year of issue. As far as
the 2kr stamps are concerned, the lack of a large quantity of material doesn’t allow us to determine an
exact date of issue. It is quite possible that this stamp did not appear until 1889. Still, it would behoove collectors to check the dates on the cancels; and, maybe, another surprise will turn up.
/The above article was reprinted with the permission of the author from the December 2004 edition of the
Szabolcsi Bélyegújság. Translated by Csaba L. Kohalmi./


SHS OVERPRINTED STAMPS IN CROATIAN LITERATURE
by György Barabás

As a collector of ‘occupation’ stamps, I am interested in the various facets of the local overprints from the Medjimurje and Prekomurje region of what is now Slovenia. The quantities of stamps
prepared for the four issues (Perlak, Muraszerdahely, Belatincz, and Lendvavásárhely) are very small
although some lower value stamps are available in the philatelic marketplace. Stamps on cover, especially the issues from Prekomurje are extremely rare and would be the highlight of any collection.
According to a stamp dealer contact from Croatia, most of the Prekomurje covers were burned in
Switzerland. These originated from the collection of a certain Mr. Werner, who may be the same as a
Budapest stamp dealer know for his monogram on the back of stamps that he sold. (See the article
/Nr. 362/ Garantiezeichen auf ungarischen Aufdrückmarken written by Dezsö Flasch.) In researching
the quantities produced I relied on the Croatian book titled PRIRUCNIK and the contemporary philatelic publications such as FILATELISTA, BALKAN, and DONAUPOST to name a few.
In connection with the Perlak issue, PRIRUCNIK (Vol. III, p. 107) reprinted the town’s
postmaster’s official certificate, which it dated as 3 February 1919 and translated as follows.
Official Certificate
The post office of Prelog officially certifies that, upon the entry of the Jugoslav troops, the
stock of stamps on hand, namely the Harvesters 2, 3, 5, 20, 25, 35 h, Parliament 50, 75, 80 h, 1, 2, 3
Korona, Károly 10 and 20 h, War Aid third issue 17 h, Sürgös 2 h, Porto 1, 2, 10, 20 h, were overprinted SHS in black color with a rubber hand stamp thus these are considered official overprints.
The total face value of the overprinted and issued stamps can be placed at about 3,800 koronas.
Prelog, 1919 Február 3. ( cds.)
Szöke Mózes, postamester.
In comparing this translation with the original text in Hungarian, which is illustrated on the
next page, it is obvious that the text and dates do not agree. Still, we should be able to surmise from
this that the date on the postmaster’s certificate coincided with the issuance of the stamps. Nevertheless, Dr. Novák comments regarding this can be found in the handbook, who stated that “I would like
to emphasize that Prelog (which is Prelak’s name in Croatian) had a civilian administration on 3 February 1919 which did not direct such overprinting.” Since the administration of the town was turned
over to civilian authority on January 15th, any overprinting of stamps on February 3rd or 4th cannot
be considered as officially authorized.
More serious research on this subject is still missing. This may have been accomplished
more readily in the 1930s. Luckily, covers do exist that bear posting and arrival cancels indicating
that the overprinted stamps were in use prior to January 15th. Hence, this issue should be classified
together with speculative issues such as the overprints of Ada and Zombor.
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The original handwritten postmaster’s certificate and the translation of the Hungarian text are
shown below.
I certify
that the office’s stock of postal securities, such as
the 2, 3, 5, 20, 25 fillér /harvesters/, the 10 and
20 fillér / IV. Károly/. the 15 + 2 fillér war aid,
the 50, 75, 80 fillér and 1, 2, 3 korona
/parliament/ also the 2 fillér “Sürgös” postage
stamps and the 1, 2, 10 and 20 fillér /red numeral/ postage due stamps had been overprinted with
the following marking SHS having been instructed to do so by the commander of the Jugoslav
troops occupying the town.
Dated: Perlak, 4 February 1919.
Perlak cds
Mózes Szöke, postmaster

These are two examples of Perlak overprints on cutouts
cancelled 13 January 1919.

The Croatian catalog indicates the date of issue of the Perlak and Muraszerdahely overprints
as 3 January 1919. Prirucnik, however, states that the overprints of Muraszerdahely, Muraszentmárton, and Stridova were prepared on 25 and 26 December 1918. It is unlikely that these stamps would
have been issued only one week later even in the case that the stamp stock from Muraszentmárton and
Stridova were removed to another town for overprinting at a later date. 30 December 1918 cancels on
stamps contradict the dates mentioned earlier. As a result, I personally question the correctness of the
January 3rd date of issue for the Perlak stamps.
Continuing, the data concerning the SHS overprints of Zagreb is imperfect as well. The article “Znamke prekmurskih in medmurskih izdaj leta 1919” found in Slovenian literature placed the issue date on 25 December 1918. Nevertheless, there exists a postmaster’s document indicated a February 3rd date in this case, also. The Croatian handbook probably picked up this incorrect date. This
uncertainty can be cleared up only when additional covers are unearthed.
The stamps overprinted in violet most likely originated from Muraszerdahely; while the extremely rare Perlak variety is the creation of Sergeant Matija Ivanac, who worked at the post office
and was in possession of the overprinting device. This was later turned over to the Croatian stamp
collector’s association and was subsequently rendered unusable. In every instance, the surviving covers prove his tendency to create philatelic items. The covers that I am familiar with bearing violet
overprinted stamps were ‘posted’ in February just like the others. On ones that do not have a sender’s
name indicated, the similarities in handwriting betray the identity of the sender.
The EXPRESS cancellation for January 31st is very peculiar. One Hungarian-era Express
etiquette from February 5th exists, and the subsequent items have only handwritten annotations.
April-June 2005
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Express handstamp and Express
etiquette mentioned on the
previous page.

I found these two interesting
advertisements in old philatelic publications. The one on the left belonged
to Vilim Gregorčič, who served as a
soldier in the Mura region. His surviving correspondence to his wife Bea
and his family is a large source of the
available Muraszerdahely covers in
collections today. The script ‘VG’
monogram is his expert mark. The ad
on the right belonged to Oscar Weiss,
a dealer who claimed to have acquired
twenty complete sets of the Perlak issue. He applied his monogram to
these attesting their genuineness. I
am the proud owner of one of these
sets bearing his expert mark.

I am illustrating the marks of six experts above. Top left was the script ‘VG’ mark of Vilim
Gregorčič. ‘V.E.’ in a circle (bottom left) with a number belonged to Velimir Ercegovic, a wellknown Croatian expert. ‘LL’ in a circle probably belonged to Ludwig Laubert. The script ‘Marjanović’ denoted the famous Croatian expert (along with Tubinoc, whose mark is not shown). I do not
know about ‘Weiss.’ The boxed ‘F.K.’ probably was the monogram of Franjo Krizanic, whose expert
marks can be found only on local issues. Naturally, there are other expertising marks such as
‘PETRIC’ and ‘S. ZIPS’ along with those of modern-day Hungarian experts ‘FLASCH’ and Dr. Bodor.
In concluding the subject of the Perlak issue, I need to mention that following the publication
of articles by Vilim Gregorčič in the Zagreb Filatelista and Balkan, this subject was considered
closed without any follow-up research. We also have to rely on the opinion of the editor of the
PRIRUCNIK in order to accept the legitimacy of this issue.
On the subject of the Zagreb SHS overprints, conflicting data has been published about the
quantities of overprinted 40 fillér Harvester stamp. The quantities according to different publications
are as follows:
Balkan 1919
Donaupost 1/1919 (from the official “Narodne Novine”)
Filatelista 1919
Prirucnik “Maraka Jugoslavenskih Zemalja”
“Hrvatska Filatelija” by V. Ercegovic
Kroatischer Katalog 2001
The catalog Jugomarke corrected the quantity as
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From my experience with this stamp, I consider the 1919 data to be acceptable (the first three
entries above). The 20-sheet difference is probably the result of sloppy record keeping at the printers.
The existence of only 117 sheets is very unrealistic as V. Ercegovic rightfully questioned it.
The Croatian catalog (Volume II, p. 104 in the German edition) also errs in identifying two
plate flaws having transferred the mistakes from an earlier edition. These varieties are ‘dot in front of
the curved bar [position 70]’ and ‘curved bar ends in a point on the right side [position 83]’). The
correct positions should be 27 and 70, respectively.
Continuing, the overprinted quantity of the Coronation issue is also probably inaccurate.
Prirucnik and the current Croatian catalog states that 2,500 sets exist. Originally, these stamps were
not stored in the postal vaults, yet they eventually re-appeared there. Most likely, these stamps were
overprinted surreptitiously and were smuggled into postal channels to bolster their validity. The
speculators who accomplished this were high-ranking postal officials. As a collector, I was always
bothered by the fact that authentic copies of these stamps were readily available despite the fact that
counterfeits had glutted the philatelic market. After examining a couple of complete sheet-pairs, it
became clear to me that the published numbers were not correct but should be more in line with the
quantity of the overprinted white numeral 15 fillér Harvesters stamp. The following quote regarding
this subject is taken from the 1920 Donaupost, issue #7/8, page 122: “According to official reports,
25 pairs of sheets were overprinted. I have already handled 28 pairs of sheets and am aware of the
existence of 80 more. All came from the same source and if I were to estimate the overprinted quantity at 150 pairs of sheets (15,000 sets of stamps), I would not be off by much.”
The speculative nature of these stamps was demonstrated by the fact that soon after their appearance, they were sold for 1000 koronas. It was sheer idiocy that transposed or missing overprints
also went for astronomical sums. The unanswered question is who was behind this fraud? By sheer
luck, we can find this out, too. Rudolf Valic ran an advertisement in the 1939 yearbook of the Filatelista offering the Coronation set for sale. Twenty years after the appearance of the stamps, he still
had an ample stock. He operated just like Zsiga Altstädler, who marketed the white-numeral 10 fillér
Harvester stamp, gradually releasing copies so as not to depress the selling price.
Before someone confronts me as to what basis I have for my accusations, it must be acknowledged that the Cakovec counterfeit overprints also originated from Mr. Valic. Unfortunately, even
today, many collectors pay out larger sums for these than they would for other genuine examples. If
his ‘overprints’ had official authorization, then we could refer to them as world class rarities. In my
opinion, it is clear from the Donaupost ad that Mr. Valic’s data does not stand up to the test. He was
probably involved in the manufacture of other ‘rarities’ such as lithographed ‘proofs’ and the postage
due provisionals of Zagreb. It wasn’t by chance that no records of these exist in the archives of the
Zagreb postal directorate. If anyone wants to hunt down these speculative issues, it would behoove
the person to examine the addressing carefully. Conversely, as long as collectors continue to pay
large sums for forgeries, the forgers will continue to stay in business. At the same time, if the philatelic experts who have examined full sheets of stamp refrain from publishing their opinions, the listings of counterfeit items will not disappear from the catalogs.
In comparing the Zagreb SHS overprints and the Regatul overprints of Kolozsvár / Nagyvárad with the aforementioned Croatian ‘issues;’ it is obvious that in the case of the latter, the number of
the error prints and illegally prepared fabrications is much smaller because the involved parties were
not stamp collectors or dealers. Only three sheets of the white numeral 10f Harvesters stamps were
overprinted in Kolozsvár and Adalbert Szalay agrees with this number. My guess is that the number
of illegally overprinted SHS sheets exceeds 200. In the case of printing errors, the relationship probably is the same; but, because the printing plates remained in private hands, the production most likely continued unabated. In the case of these ‘reprints’ only a further analysis of the color of the overprint can provide clues.
In summary, we are dealing with human weaknesses and corruptibility.
/The above article was reprinted with the permission of the author from the publication of the ARGE-Ungarn
Society of Germany. It was translated from German into Hungarian by Emmerich Vamos and from Hungarian
into English by Csaba L. Kohalmi./
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WHAT I SAW ON EBAY
by Csaba L. Kohalmi

The eBay auction site continues to provide a variety of philatelic material for sale, good items
and questionable ones. The old adage, caveat emptor = let the buyer beware, continues to be sound
advice. I would like to highlight a few questionable items that were offered in the past few months.
A well-know stamp dealership offered, for a $30 starting bid, a terrific “space filler” copy
(sic.) of the 3kr green lithographed 1871 Hungarian stamp. In another listing, the same outfit offered
a nicely centered copy of the same stamp for a starting bid of $995. So, what’s wrong with paying
only $30 for a rare stamp? Everything, if the stamp is not GENUINE. The
stamp pictured on the left was forged from a typographed stamped envelope as discussed in the January-March 2004 issue of The News. While the
illustration lacks details, even the casual observer can detect that the perforations are quite unlike the harrow perforations encountered in the 1871
lithographed and engraved stamps.
The 10 July 1918 airmail cover to Vienna, shown on the left below,
would be a fine addition to any airmail collector’s repertoire, if it were
GENUINE. The use of both 1,50K and 4,50K airmail stamps to Vienna
would have meant that the cover weighed between 80 and 100 grams (4th
weight class). The ordinary postage would have been 20f (1st 20gm) + 3 x
5f (5f for each additional 20gm). With the mandatory 1K handling fee, the 60f express fee plus

25f for registration, the non-airmail surcharge should have totaled 2,20K. The fabricator was
good: he added 2,20K in regular postage stamps. The Budapest 4 LFh canceller is probably
genuine, but most likely was backdated after the airmail service ended and the stamps became available for sale to the general public. Budapest 4 LFe was used on 4 July and Budapest 4 LTn on 5 July on mail not posted at the special airmail window. Otherwise, the Budapest 4 LLz was used to cancel all non-air-mail stamps (an example of the latter is shown on
the right below). The registry etiquette numbered 9958/r is not in the same sequence as most
other etiquettes, which are in the 4000/r series. (Although this is not always the case as Dr.
Szilagyi documented so well the few exceptions in the October-December 2004 issue of The
News.)

The next item is a purported misprint of the Szeged National Government overprint on a non-denominated newspaper stamp. Interestingly, in the partial overprint on top, the word MAGYAR is upside down
(error in typesetting from position 1), while the full overprint is normal.
The vertical spacing between the two overprints would have to have
been greatly misaligned if this item were genuine. Still, the overprints
possess some genuine characteristics, but it’s hard to tell.
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The next item is more intriguing. I saw a large group of 1943-1944 vintage Hungarian
stamps offered in a recent major Hungarian auction in addition to the two stamps from eBay pictured
below. These stamps have been ‘overprinted’ with the Hungarian coat-of-arms in the form that was
official between the World Wars and is currently used as the state symbol of Hungary. The ‘overprint’ is either red or black. These stamps are described as ‘occupation?’ (sic.) stamps. I assume that
the question mark is used to denote their ‘questionable’
pedigree. I can’t believe that the German Wehrmach or
the Soviet Red Army would have created such an occupation issue using the then current Hungarian national symbol. Nor can I visualize Hungarian authorities of doing
the same in ‘liberated’ Hungary in 1944-45. Most likely,
these stamps are being manufactured in Hungary today in
an attempt to pry money from stamp collectors’ wallets.
Report on work in progress: after Judy Kennett’s
most recent article on airmail covers to Australia was
completed, two earlier items surfaced on eBay from a seller in England. Both covers appear to be
philatelic and were mailed in 1931 by way of Amsterdam and Batavia (Dutch East Indies). Each bore
an insufficient address in Sydney and both items were returned to Budapest. Unfortunately, the covers were franked at different rates, so the actual airmail surcharge to Australia is impossible to figure.

The above cover was mailed from Budapest on 25 April 1931. It arrived in Batavia on 5 May 1931 and in Sydney on 18 May 1931. It was returned on 20 May 1931 to Budapest, where it arrived on 6 July 1931. According
to research done by Judy Kennett, in 1931, KLM had two flights weekly from Budapest to Amsterdam. KLM
was not permitted to fly into Australia. Airmail from Batavia was picked up by the Quantas airline. The stamps
used from franking totaled 2,41P paying the registered foreign letter rate of 40f + 50f plus the assumed airmail
surcharge of 1,51P.

The second item was mailed from Budapest of 27 April 1931. It arrived in Batavia on the same flight on 5 May
1931 and in Sydney on 18 May 1931. From there, it followed the same route back to Budapest. The franking
on this cover totaled 2,62P, but this cover may have been overfranked.
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THE EDITOR’S NOTES
by Csaba L. Kohalmi

The Museum of the American Hungarian Foundation, 300 Somerset St., New Brunswick, NJ,
will be featuring Hungarian art between the world wars through September 4th. The exhibit titled
Calm Between the Storms highlights the works of István Szönyi and other artists. The museum hours
are Tuesday to Saturday 11 to 4, Sunday 1 to 4, tel. 732-846-5777.
The 53rd Profila auction, held 12 March 2005, featured a rather ordinary-looking 20f Official stamp, which may be the scarcest
major Hungarian error (lot number 3880). The word HIVATALOS
was set upside down in one position in the sheet of stamps while the
numeral of value 20 was placed correctly. It is not known how many
of these errors exist; but the fact that examples have not been seen in
auctions for quite some time may be an indicator of their scarcity.
The stamp was used in Makád in 1922. The Scott catalog lists it as
#O2a, catalog value only $500. The 2005 Hungarian stamp catalog
value is HUF 1 million. It sold for HUF 1.8 million plus 17% commission (roughly US$11,700).
Our Canadian SHP members who live in Manitoba, Eastern Saskatchewan, and Western Ontario now can turn to our fellow member Tom Frohlinger to conduct consular business with the Republic of Hungary. Tom was recently appointed Honorary Consul by the Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Hungary. The Consulate’s address and phone numbers are shown below.

The ultimate Hungarian rarity, the 1867 3kr red error of color on cover will be auctioned by
Corinphila in Zürich on 18-21 May 2005. A mere six examples of this error are known and of the six,
only two examples are on cover. The other cover was sold in Hungary in 1997 for US$210,000 and
now is on display in the Budapest Stamp Museum. This cover is from the collection of Dr. Anton
Jerger and the opening bid is approximately US$70,000. Both covers were sent from Köbánya to Vienna in August/September 1867.
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Dr. György Löwei has taken over the review of foreign periodicals for Bélyegvilág, the publication of the Hungarian National Federation of Stamp Collectors. In the January 2005 issue, he reviewed our Society’s newsletter from
July-September 2004. He mentioned the new discoveries of
the postal card with Kossuth-crest authored by Gábor Voloncs as well as the Varaždin postage due provisionals. Dr.
Löwei also discussed the Serbian occupation-era overprints
article co-authored by Mike Rigsby and Csaba Kohalmi;
the Harry Hill Bandholz post card; the airmail covers to
South Africa, and the review of the sale of Dr. Munster’s
airmail collection by Simon Barb. /A special thanks to Bob
Morgan for providing the electronic copy of the article./
I hope that we captured the essence of György Barabás’s article going from German to Hungarian to English.
The multi-language translation reminded me of the last time
I was involved in such an escapade while visiting the Castle
of Trencsén/Trenčin in Slovakia in 2002. Our Slovak tour
guide was so interested in the international flavor of the
group, that she more or less abandoned the large group of
her countrymen and focused her attention on us. My cousin
translated from Slovak into Hungarian; I went from Hungarian into English for my wife and a Dutch couple, one of
whom spoke English, which she then translated into Dutch
for her husband.
I am looking forward to seeing familiar faces at Indypex and perhaps meeting some of you for the first time.


POSTMARK PROJECT FOR THE AUSTROHUNGARIAN NAVY IN CHINA
by George Saqqal

I am a member of the Universal Ship Cancellation Society
and a frequent contributor to its monthly journal, the LOG.
Recently, I completed a listing of the several countries, Austria-Hungary amongst them, whose warships were stationed
on the Yangtze River to protect the lives and property of
their citizens from warlords, bandits, desperadoes and other
undesirables.
The postmark directory I am preparing for publication has a
section on the philatelic history of the Imperial AustroHungarian Navy in China and will include a comprehensive
directory of their postmarks or other ship markings. I am looking for postal artifacts mailed from
these ships while in Chinese waters to illustrate the article.
These artifacts can be covers (envelopes) or postcards or anything else that bears the name
of the ship and proves it was aboard or was mailed from it while in China prior to 1922. I do not need
the originals, just good, clear photocopies that can be reproduced. Full credit will be given in the directory to the owner(s).
SHP members are asked to contact me directly if they would like to help. Please accept my
thanks for your support. My address is 302-96th Street, Apt. 2B, Brooklyn, New York 11209; email: saqqal@msn.com.
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BROKEN NUMERAL VARIETY OFFICIAL STAMP
by Zoltan Brutler with expert opinion provided by István Glatz

The illustrated 10f Official stamp (Scott No. O1) is an interesting printing variety. It has a
partially missing numeral ‘1.’ The stamp shows no evidence of outside interference due to mechanical or chemical agents. Most likely, it was printed with a plate on which the numeral became worn or
damaged. No other examples of this variety are known. The sketches of the outlines of the normal
and damaged numeral were drawn by István Glatz, who authenticated the stamp.

normal numeral 1

broken numeral 1


QUESTION & ANSWER
by Csaba L. Kohalmi

Question: What is the Hungarian convention for writing a date?
Answer: The modern Hungarian convention for writing a date is year-month-day. Oftentimes, stamp dealers will mistake the day of the month in the cancellation for the year, resulting in absurd statements like “airmail cover from 1913.” This was not always the case, however. In the early
years of the independent Hungarian Post through the 1880s, the Austrian (European) convention was
used for the cancellers. This format varied between day-month-year and year-day-month. The year
was normally indicated using two digits.

The first cancellation from 1869 indicated the date using the European convention of day-month-year. The
second cancellation indicated the date using the Hungarian convention of year-month-day and time of day
(ESTE = Evening). The third cancellation again used the Hungarian convention. The month was abbreviated and the time of day was indicated as N 3 = Daytime 3:00PM. The fourth and fifth (below) cancellations
used a Roman numeral for the month and the 24-hour clock for time of day. Modern Hungarian cancellers
(the sixth image below) are self-inking rubber devices and simply use numerals for the date.

By the 1880s, postal cancellers were ‘Hungarianized’ and the utilization of the year-month-day
convention became standard. The year was indicated with two or three digits, the month was shown either abbreviated or with a corresponding Roman
numeral. A vast majority of the cancellers also indi-
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cated the time of day. The letter ‘N’ (Nappal) was
used for items cancelled during the day; ‘É’ (Éjjel)
was used during the night. By the late 1930s, the time of day was indicated using the 24-hour clock;
i.e., ‘19’ stood for 7:00PM. In the 1960s, the time of mailing was eliminated from the cancellers.


2005 NEW ISSUES
Issued 3 January 2005
Signs of the Zodiac
Face value: 12 stamps, each HUF 50. Stamp size: 36 x 25mm, sheet size: 138 x 133mm.
Designer: Krisztína Rényi. The designs show the 12 different Zodiac symbols.
Technical details: Printed in miniature sheets of 12 using offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. Issued
quantity was 150,000 miniature sheets.
Issued 4 February 2005
100th Anniversary of the Rotary International
Face value: HUF 120. Stamp size: 45 x 34mm.
Designer: András Andor. The designs show the numeral ‘100,’ a globe, and Rotary symbols.
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 50 using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. Issued quantity was 200,000 stamps.
Pro Juventute – Cats
Face value: miniature sheet of 4 stamps, HUF 400 + HUF 50 surcharge to support youth stamp collecting programs. Stamp size: 33 x 26mm, miniature sheet size: 150 x 50mm.
Designer: Mária Drescher. The designs depict Siamese, Maine Coon, Persian and domestic cats.
Technical details: Printed in miniature sheets of 4 using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. Issued quantity was 130,000 sheets.
Issued 21 February 2005
Easter 2005
Face value: HUF 50. Stamp size: 23.3 x 36.7mm.
Designers: Szilvia Lázár and Tibor Raszler. The design shows a baby chick, lamb, and rabbit.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in unlimited quantities.
Issued 3 March 2005
100th Anniversary of the International Weightlifting Federation
Face value: HUF 170. Stamp size: 40.5 x 33.8mm.
Designers: György Szönyei. The design shows a mosaic of weightlifting moves.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in an edition of 200,000 stamps.
Issued 10 March 2005
Opening of the Palace of Arts
Face value: Souvenir sheet HUF 500. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm, sheet size: 90 x 65mm.
Designer: Péter Berki. Photographers: József Hajdú, Zsuzsanna Petö, and Zoltán Pólya. The design
depicts various view of the Palace of Arts.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. Issued quantity was 80,000 sheets.
Sándor Iharos – Athlete of the Year 1955
Face value: HUF 90. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm.
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Designer: Gusztáv F. Borbély. The design shows the famous Hungarian middle and long distance
runner who is the only Hungarian ever to receive the Athlete of the Year honor.
Technical details: Printed offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in a quantity of 200,000 stamps.
Issued 21 March 2005
World Day of the Theater
Face value: HUF 50. Stamp size: 36 x 25.2 mm.
Designers: Péter Berky. The design shows an actor receiving an ovation.
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 50 using offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in a quantity of
200,000 stamps
Issued 1 April 2005
Greetings Stamps
Face value: HUF 100. Stamp size: 36.3 x 25.2mm, label size: 18 x 25.3mm.
Designers: Péter Berky. The design shows a map of Hungary. The adjacent label shows the logo of
the Hungarian Post alternating with messages of greetings. The labels may be personalized with individual photographs.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in unlimited quantities. Sheets
without personalization contain 35 stamps and 35 labels; sheets with personalized labels contain 20
stamps and 20 labels.
Issued 11 April 2005
Famous Hungarians
Face value: HUF 90 and 140. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm.
Designers: László Dudás. The stamps honor the 100th anniversary of the births of playwright Jenö
Rejtö and poet Attila József.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in a quantity of 200,000 sets.


CONTRIBUTORS WANTED
Send your philatelic articles, research notes, ideas, and questions to the Editor. Share your
philatelic experience with your fellow collectors of Hungarian philately. Help support and expand the
areas of interest covered in YOUR newsletter!


FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY
Book #
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
to be announced
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Volumes
1-3
4-6
7-9
10-12
13-15
16-18
19-21
22-24
25-27
28-30
31-32
33-

Years
1970-1972
1973-1975
1976-1978
1979-1981
1982-1984
1985-1987
1988-1990
1991-1993
1994-1996
1997-1999
2000-2001
2002- (new format)
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Each book individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of 11 for $320.00.
Freight fees will be added to all orders. Order from:

H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,
e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org
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View in full color HUNGARY stamps, covers, cancels, varieties & errors, proofs,
occupations, hotel post, postal stationery, back-of-book, year sets and more…
or send for free lists.

www.northstamp.com
NORTHLAND
International Trading, LLC
P.O. Box 34
Verona, NJ 07044 USA
1-800-950-0058
e-mail:
northstamp@aol.com

Help Wanted – Part Time
Knowledgeable
collector in NY / NJ area
fluent in Hungarian to
assist in auction business.

FREE COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF HUNGARIAN STAMPS FOR SALE: 1871 Lithos in
grades average to superb, used and unused and by plate positions types; Engraved issues, reprints; the
Envelope/Numeral and the Turul issues specialized; and all other issues including semi-postals, airs,
dues, etc. All are offered NH, unused and used as well as varieties. Also offering a full list of Occupations, genuine and counterfeit, again with varieties; and non-Scott material such as Western Hungary, WWII locals, hotel posts, telegraphs, some forerunners and other postal history.
Dan Demetriade, P.O. Box 09700, Detroit, MI 48209
tel: 313-842-4370
ATTENTION COLLECTORS OF HUNGARIAN OCCUPATION ISSUES: Singles and blocks
from the newly discovered sheet of Nagyvárad 4f Harvester with inverted Köztársaság overprint
(Scott No. 6N31 variety) are now available. While many occupation issues exist with inverted overprints, this is the only known variety with inverted Köztársaság overprint. The full sheet was expertized by Dezsö Flasch, Mihály Bodor and István Glatz. Each buyer will receive a photocopy of the
expert opinion as well as a photocopy of the full sheet with identification of the position(s) of the purchased stamp(s). Prices range from $80 to $200 for NH single stamps; $400 to $800 for corner
blocks of 4; and $950 for the upper right corner block of 4 with crescent moon printer’s mark.
Dan Demetriade, P.O. Box 09700, Detroit, MI 48209
tel: 313-842-4370
REFERENCE BOOK ON OVERPRINTS ON HUNGARIAN STAMPS
by David Miles
Owing to popular demand, the Hungarian Philatelic Society of Great Britain has undertaken a limited
re-printing the third edition of David Miles’ book, first published in 1992. If you would like to own a
copy of this invaluable source of information, please contact the Librarian:
Charlotte Standing, 43 Lynegrove Road, Ashford Middlesex, TW15 1EP, UK,
email: charlotte_standing@hotmail.com.
Price £20 + £3.23 post and packing (UK only), other countries by arrangement.
First come, first served!!

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF
WORLD WAR II IN HUNGARY

Bulgarian Military Field Post
in Hungary in 1945

Fieldpost cover with enclosed letter written somewhere
in Hungary, 26 March 1945

