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The next issue will close sometime next year when the Editor has enough material to fill 20 pages!


The News of Hungarian Philately
THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER
by H. Alan Hoover
What can I say? Washington 2006 is now behind us. Unfortunately, due to scheduling issues
of our publication process, this column is being written one week before the show actually occurred.
As a result, I cannot reflect on my personal inputs from the show. In fact, I will not be able to attend
the entire show because I will be on my way to Brazil immediately following my departure from
Washington. Our editor has agreed to pen his impressions and I will provide him feedback during the
show. Through these last minute tweaks of the issue, you will have inputs on what we all thought of
the show. I do have one wonderful announcement that our Secretary Bob Morgan was contacted very
late instructing him that his Hyperinflation exhibit was accepted. We are sincerely happy for him and
are appreciative that our society has at least one exhibit in the show.
As promised, donations from society members are recognized by mentioning them in this
column. Since the January-March newsletter, we received donations from Gabrielle Ivany, Sam Basham, Endre Krajcsovics and Uwe Koepke to the society treasury to support our efforts. Thank you
to these members; we are grateful and humbled that you are supporting us in such a generous manner.
I am pleased to report that our efforts in finding volunteers for our Secretary and Treasurer
positions have been successfully completed. Mr. Jim Gaul has accepted the position of Secretary
and Mr. Wes Learned will step into the Treasurer responsibilities. Mr. Bob Morgan will return to
the Board in the Vice President’s position temporarily filled by Randy Frank since the passing of Andrew Munster. We also report the resignation of long standing Connecticut member and director at
Large Tom Philips, who is relocating to Hungary and unable to continue to participate on the Board
with his life-changing situation. Our current Treasurer Mr. Ted Johnson has been appointed to the
Board to fill this vacancy. All of these transitions are effective July 1, 2006; and all members will
complete the existing terms of the positions. The next elections will occur on the normal four-year
schedule as dictated by the bylaw. Contact information has been changed on the inside front cover of
this newsletter. Please bear with our changes as we bring everyone up to speed on our processes.
I am also pleased to announce we have a Webmaster – Mr. Matt Strick, an undergraduate
student at the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana (our Editor’s alma mater). Matt has done
some basic changes to our website and some additional maintenance to optimize our current code.
After Washington 2006 ends, an effort will be undertaken to review our website in detail, update what
needs changed, eliminate what seems stale and hopefully improve the information, look and feel of
the website. We will be working with some of the officers to do this. If you have any suggestions,
recommendations, improvements, information you wish to see, please forward your requests to the
webmaster@hungarianphilately.org and Matt will put them into the discussion cue. Welcome aboard,
Matt and thanks for your assistance.
For now …. Ray, as always we will …. ‘Keep Stampin’!


SHP EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES
The SHP Board of Directors meeting was held on 27 May 2006 and was attended by H. Alan
Hoover, Bob Morgan, Ted Johnson, Jim Gaul, and Csaba Kohalmi.
 President Hoover announced the resignations of four members of the Board and the new appointments filling the vacancies. See the details in a separate report.
 Outgoing Treasurer Ted Johnson reported that financially, the Society is healthy. He proposed that the monies be returned to the membership in form of services.
 Outgoing Secretary reported that the membership is approaching 200 and proposed that a
volunteer be found to provide continued publicity in order to keep up the influx of new members.
 Editor Csaba Kohalmi reported that he has a small backlog of articles for future issues of The
News and suggested that the task of generating the input for the index be outsourced.
 President Hoover discussed SHP attendance at future stamp shows. Participation at Westpex
in 2007 is in doubt because the show already has several large societies in attendance according
to Don Green. In August 2008, SHP will be part of the APS Stampshow in Hartford, CT. Balpex
and Sarasota were suggested for the out-years.
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 Due to postal rate increases already announced for next year, the Board voted to increase the
annual membership dues to $18 for US members and $25 for members in all other countries.
 President Hoover announced the hiring of Webmaster Matt Strick and asked for suggestions
on how to reformat and update the website. Members’ suggestions are welcome!


SHP ACTIVITIES AT WASHINGTON 2006
by Csaba L. Kohalmi

A large group of over 20 members, guests, and visitors attended the
general meeting on 28 May 2006. After welcoming comments, President
Hoover reported the results of the previous day’s Board meeting and introduced the new officers. Ted Johnson, Bob Morgan, and Csaba Kohalmi also
gave brief reports of their respective activities.
Our guest of honor was SHP member István Glatz, the commissioner from Hungary, who was also accompanied by his charming daughter
Zsófia. Alan Hoover presented him with an elegant plaque (designed by Annette Hoover) honoring him for his services to Hungarian philately.
In return, István presented Mabéosz gold pins to Alan Hoover, Bob Morgan, and Csaba Kohalmi. (Since this issue closed on June 1st, the report of István’s philatelic seminar, the results of the
exhibit judging, the signing up of new members, and other activities during the closing days of the
show will be published in the July-September newsletter.)
Members were asked to introduce themselves and to give brief curriculum vitae about their
philatelic interests. The open discussion was very enlightening. The focus of the members’ suggestions centered in improving the Society website by adding additional information and illustrations.
Bob Morgan organized a raffle of donated philatelic material. Amidst cries of Bunda! (Fix!),
four different people drew consecutively numbered tickets, defying Las Vegas odds! Nevertheless, it
was fun-filled affair, and T. P. McDermott won the grand prize donated by Gábor Visnyovszki: an
express mail envelope posted from Pacific 96 franked with complete sheets of the Pacific 96 stamps.

Above: Edit Morgan, Endre Krajcsovics, Csaba
Kohalmi, Bob Morgan and István Glatz at the Society table. Right: T.P. McDermott and Bob Morgan
with the grand prize from the raffle. Below: The
audience at the general meeting.
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Because our attendees were lodged at various area hotels as well as not wanting to compete
with show events, the Society did not host a formal dinner. Nevertheless, the discussions at the Society table (faithfully manned by Edit Morgan, Barbara Johnson, Julie Krajcsovics, and Annette
Hoover) and on the show floor were very spirited. Members produced some awe-inspiring philatelic
material. The jaw of resident expert István Glatz dropped at the sight of one stock book containing
mail from every day of brief experimental 1918 airmail service. István said that he had never seen
covers that bore pairs and multiples of the 1,50K overprinted stamp in lieu of using the 4,50K value.
This collection contained three such covers. Another member showed a wonderful accumulation of
Hungarian Gendarmerie (csendőr) postal history material. He topped this by showing photos of his
csendőr museum that included complete uniforms, decorations, and armaments amongst the hundreds
of other items. Another member discussed his collection of Hungarian booklets from the 1900 Turul
issues through the last item prepared in 2002. Ebay buying and selling was also a popular topic of
conversation. Many members already ‘knew’ each other though contacts on eBay. The one-frame
Society exhibit prepared by Csaba Kohalmi was also a popular destination. The show exhibits contained six collections from Hungary as well as Bob Morgan’s spectacular Hyperinflation exhibit.
István Glatz commented on the ready availability of Hungarian material from the dealers. He noted
that the prices for scarce material, errors, and pre-1950 imperforate items have been on the rise in
Hungary. He also noted that the material is now migrating back to Hungary, reversing a 60-year
trend.
/Look for more pictures on page 28 and the inside of the back cover./


WELCOME
Welcome to our newest members: Mr. Kenneth Fowler of Mill Creek, WA; and Mr. Fumihisa Ito of Tokyo, Japan.


CHANGES IN THE SHP OFFICE HOLDERS
As announced earlier, Treasurer Ted Johnson and Secretary Bob Morgan have turned in
their resignations effective 1 July 2006. It is with gratitude that the SHP Executive Board acknowledges the many years of faithful, courteous service that Ted and Bob have provided in their respective
positions. The Executive Board is pleased to announce the appointment of Wes Learned and Jim
Gaul to fill these vacancies. Wes and Jim have agreed to serve the remaining term of the resignees as
well as to stand for election for a full term in December 2008. Wes will assume the duties of Treasurer and Jim will start his position of Secretary on 1 July. The corresponding email and postal addresses for the new officers are listed on the inside of the front cover of this newsletter.
Vice-President Randy Frank and Director at Large Tom Phillips have also resigned because
of personal reasons. Prior to assuming his current position, Tom served as Secretary for a number of
years. Tom’s wife is from Hungary and her career took her back to that country. Tom decided to
more there also, more or less permanently in order to be reunited with his wife and daughter. Both
Randy and Tom will continue to remain members of the Society. The Executive Board commends
these two members for their service to the Society and extends good wishes to them for the future.
Bob Morgan has been appointed Vice-President to fill the vacancy left by Randy. Bob is a
perfect candidate for the position having had many years of experience in running the Society’s affairs. The final vacancy of Director at Large will be filled by Ted Johnson.


IN MEMORIAM – CHARLES REJTŐ
It is with deep regret that we note the passing at the age of 70 of our former Treasurer and
long-time member, Charles Rejtő. He joined our Society in 1975 and served as the treasurer and auction chairperson for over ten years. He came to this country as a young man and became an accomplished musician. His collecting interest in UPU issues earned him the nickname Charlie ‘UPU’ Rejtő. We will miss him and send our condolences to his family.

April - June 2006
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WHEN PHILATELY AND POLITICS MEET
by Emmerich Vamos

On one of my daily E-bay hunting excursions, two contemporary press-photos came to my attention. One showed Mr. Gyula Gömbös, the Prime Minister of Hungary between 1932 and 1936;
the other depicted the members of the Darányi government sworn in after the death of Mr. Gömbös in
1936. Bringing together politicians and philately could be considered as inappropriate by some of our
fellow members; however, the publication of some little known but highly interesting facts will show
the strong connection of some of our politicians with philately.
The photo showing Mr. Gömbös is shown on the
left; but, before going into details, a short review of Hungarian history is in order. At the end of WW I when the Habsburg Empire was torn apart, Austria, Hungary’s good neighbor and partner in the war, introduced a claim at the Paris
Peace Conference to annex certain territories of Hungary, a
request that was approved. From the Hungarian side, a
group of Hungarian officers with the help of units of the exHungarian army declared those territories as an independent
state and called it Lajtabánság (Western Hungary, Burgenland) in order to resist the unfounded Austrian claims and
the occupation by Austrian troops. Among the officers were
Messrs. Prónay, Héjjas, Friedrich, Ostenburg, Lehár, Lingauer, and last but not least, Gyula Gömbös, who was the
commander of one of the northern groups. To prove the existence of the Lajtabánság as a state, the leaders of the
movement (including Mr. Gömbös) issued and placed into
circulation seven different sets of stamps to be used in the
territories occupied by them since no provisions from Budapest were incoming. After small skirmishes between Austrian gendarmes and the ‘army’ of the ‘State of Lajtabánság,’
Gyula Gömbös, Hungarian Prime Minis- the fate of this territory finally was decided in Venice again
ter (1932-1936) and one of the insurgent favoring Austria, but not everything was lost. Contrary the
leaders of Lajtabánság (1921).
protests of Austria, a PLEBISCITE was ordered and held on
14 December 1921 for the city of Sopron and surrounding villages. The well-mixed Hungarian and
German speaking people decided by the ratio of 2:1 to stay with Hungary. The ballots of the plebiscite are still on display in the Storno-haus. Since this plebiscite, Sopron proudly added Civitas fidelissima to her name; Hungary’s most faithful city. Fearing of similar results, no other plebiscites
were permitted in the territories lost by Hungary. Three million Hungarians were simply incorporated
into the neighboring successor states. Self-determination, the backbone of President Wilson’s Fourteen Points were surely not intended for the Hungarians. Six of the seven sets issued for the Lajtabánság were hastily overprinted on Hungarian stamps; the seventh, the so-called Prónay set showed
the fortresses (burgs) of Fraknó, Szalónak and Németújvár, the coat of arms of Lajtabánság and the
profile of Prónay. Mr. Gömbös was one of the forces behind creating the Lajtabánság stamps that
were the witnesses of the tragic times at the end of WW I. Thanks for the stamps.
The stamps of Lajtabánság from the socalled Prónay set illustrating the castles of
Fraknó, Németújvár
and Szalónak along
with the portrait of
Prónay and the shield
of Lajtabánság.
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The life of the Lajtabánság stamps was very short. Unused remainders are not very hard to
find on the philatelic market. Since they were not accepted by the UPU, most of the foreign stamp
catalogs with exception of Michel don’t list them. But, in fact, they were in circulation on the territory and genuinely used covers exist. With or without the blessing of the UPU, they are the hot item of
today’s Hungarian philately.
The story of the second photo, illustrated on the next page, showing the newly installed Darányi government following the death of Gyula Gömbös is completely different. The first person
seen on the left is Bálint Hóman, the Minister of Education in several Hungarian governments. Mr.
Hóman along with Mr. Szekfű was the co-author of the highly regarded The History of Hungary.
Mr. Hóman was not only a politician and a historian, he was also a stamp collector with an excellent
stamp collection of Hungary.
The fate of the two
historians differed greatly
after the country was occupied by Soviet troops. Mr.
Szekfű was sent to Moscow
as the ambassador of the
Rákosi government; Mr.
Hóman was thrown into
prison in Vác, where he
soon died since the necessary medications to treat his
illnesses were denied to
him. At the time of his
death his weight was down
to 80 pounds (compare this
to his size in the photo).
I found out during
one of my visits in Hungary
what happened with his
stamp collection. I purPrime Minister Darányi (5th from the left) and members of his Cabinet wear- chased a very interesting
book titled The History of
ing the ornamental Hungarian attire following their oath of office.
Education Minister Hóman is on the extreme left, Foreign Minister Kónya is a Terror Organization
written by Gábor Kiszely.
third from the left.
The terror organization, of course, was the ÁVO, the communist secret police of Rákosi.
According to the book, a complete inventory was made of Mr. Homan’s belongings found in his
house at the time of his arrest. This list also included a stamp collection.
Quoting from this book we can read that “since the days of the changes in the finance ministry, two questions related to the outgoing Comrade K. were raised:
1) At the time, when the finance-ministry was receiving the properties of the victims of the war, whose deaths could be assumed, there were also several stamp collections registered,
the most valuable of them was that of Bálint Hóman with a value of over 1 million forint (1946). According of Comrade Batta, corroborated later by Comrade Palai who was the private secretary of
Comrade K., this later complemented his own stamp collection from that of Mr. Hóman.
2) Following the example of Comrade K., more than one person made the same,
reaching the point that, when the collection of Mr. Hóman was transferred to the National Bank for
Stamp Commerce, a value of only 2,000 forints was assigned to the collection.”
This is the sad story of the stamp collection as well as the sad story of its owner. The real
name of Comrade K. is intentionally omitted. True, he was a thief, but during his heady days, nobody
helped philately in Hungary so much as he did. Thanks for it anyway.
From the left, the third person on the photo is Mr. Kálmán Kónya, the Foreign Minister in the
Darányi government who, in 1938 as head of the Hungarian delegation, tried to reach an agreement
April - June 2006
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with the Czecho-Slovak government of Mr. Benes concerning the former Hungarian territories allotted to Czechoslovakia inhabited by a mostly Hungarian population. Since no agreement was reached,
the four European powers of England, France, Germany, and Italy agreed to defuse the dangerous situation. The foreign ministers of Germany and Italy were appointed to decide on the matter. Hungary
and Czechoslovakia accepted the arbitration that resulted in the First Vienna Decision, allowing more
than 1 million Hungarians to re-join the country from which they were separated for twenty years.
Contemporary photos show the entry of the Hungarian troops into the cities of Érsekújvár, Galánta,
Rozsnyó, Rimaszombat, Kassa, Dunaszerdahely, Komárom, Losonc, Léva, Munkács, Ungvár, and
Beregszász. The reception of the soldiers by the population of these towns speaks for itself. To
commemorate the homecoming (visszatérés) to Hungary, in the bigger post offices applied special
postmarks along with the regular postmarks that proudly announced every time that KASSA /
MUNKACS / ROZSNYÓ / LOSONC / UNGVÁR VISSZATÉRT. It was Mr. Kálmán Kónya who
instigated the beautiful VISSZATÉRT items to be found in our collections. Thanks again.

1938 Visszatért cancels from Érsekújvár, Munkács, Kassa, and Rozsnyó.

The fact that two of the signing powers quickly forgot the paper that they signed is another
story. Big powers can do that.


MEMORIES OF HUNGARY, 1956
by Csaba L. Kohalmi

/ My apologies for borrowing the title of this article go to the memory of Sándor Márai, the saintly poet-author
whose diary entries of living conditions in post-World War II Hungary make exceptional reading. Also, I am
grateful to David Miles for contributing the very interesting photos related to the Hungarian refugees of 1956
used to illustrate this article./

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution, the last major event that
left a great, indelible mark on the Hungarian psyche. It cost the country 200,000 of its finest young
citizens, whose productive lives benefited only their adopted countries. It created a malaise of indifference in the lives of the next two generations of Hungarians who lived with a great lie and who
were bribed into complacency by János Kádár’s goulash communism, the cost of which still burdens
the country as foreign debt. The actual revolution was brief. While the protests were starting to brew
in the summer of 1956, the eruption occurred on October 23rd, when a student gathering in solidarity
with the Poles on trial for the bloody demonstrations in Poznan turned into a spontaneous call for
freedom and democracy in Hungary. Twelve days later, it was all over, brutally crushed by Soviet
armor. Since the Western Alliance was fractured by the Anglo-French-Israeli invasion of Egypt, the
Kremlin acted with decisive military might. Palmiro Toggliatti, the head of the Italian Communist
Party broke with Moscow over the suppression of Hungary’s national aspirations stating that socialism cannot be advanced at the point of bayonets. (As an aside, the history lesson has not been learned
well by the current American President who wants to advance democracy with guns in Iraq!)
The Hungarian Revolution marked a watershed in East-West relations. The Cold War intensified quickly: the Berlin Wall went up in 1961, the Cuban Missile Crisis occurred in 1962, America
fought a long war in Vietnam, and the nuclear arms race kept accelerating well into the 1980s. It
wasn’t until the Soviet Union’s economy could no longer bears the cost of armaments spending that
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the situation improved. Finally in January 1989, Hungarian Communist politician Imre Pozsgay
dared to refer to the events of 1956 as a ‘nationalist uprising’ rather than the great lie, a counterrevolution. With the implosion of the Soviet Empire in Eastern Europe, the Communist rulers of
Hungary started to look westward. The final stretches of the Iron Curtain came down in 1989 allowing East Germans to transit through Hungary and find refuge in Austria. Within months, the Berlin
War crumbled. On 23 October 1989, Hungary became a republic again without the redundant modifier,‘people’s’. Free elections were held in the following spring, and Hungary eventually joined
NATO and the European Union. The country that Kádár pushed into Asia was back in Europe again.
I was ten years old at the time but my memories are still fresh. After all, it was a great adventure for someone whose main form of entertainment was listening to the Budapest Circus show on radio on Sunday mornings. October 23rd was a balmy fall day. Our village school had four classrooms, so there were two shifts, morning and afternoon, to accommodate the 8 grades. In 5th grade, I
had the morning shift. I spent part of the afternoon playing with a friend, and we were wondering
about the meaning of the radio announcements concerning forbidden demonstrations that were later
permitted to happen. At 8:00PM, Ernő Gerő, the head of the Communist Party spoke briefly on the
radio. Gerő had replaced the disgraced Mátyás Rákosi the previous June, but he was cut from same
Stalinist mold as the Bald Gnome. The next morning, we heard gunfire on the radio amidst announcements acknowledging the fighting that was taking place in Budapest between citizens and the
Russian forces called out in support of the ÁVH, the Hungarian secret police.

A large group of Hungarian refugees crossing the border (note the Austrian and Hungarian border guards conversing amicably at the left side of the picture).

During the revolution, the radio was the chief source of information. Hungary’s chief transmitter was Radio Kossuth. The revolution actually turned bloody in from of the radio building in Budapest on the evening of October 23rd. Students had demanded that their manifesto be broadcast.
When they were refused, a delegation tried to penetrate the building that was heavily defended by the
secret police. It was the AVH that fired the first shots into the crowd, after which the revolutionaries
acquired weapons and fired back. For the next few days, a temporary broadcast studio functioned
from the Parliament Building. By October 30th, the station changed its call sign to ‘Free Radio Kossuth’ and an announcer admitted that ‘we lied during the day and we lied during the night, we lied on
every wavelength’ in the past 10 years. Hungarian Prime Minister Imre Nagy used the same studio in
the Parliament to broadcast his announcement that Soviet troops attacked Budapest in the early morning hours of 4 November 1956. /The first Hungarian radio became operation a little more than 80
years ago on 1 December 1925. The studios were set up in Sándor Bródy Street in 1928, the building
that was to symbolize the outbreak of the armed uprising in 1956. It was this same radio that covered
the return of the lost territories in 1938 through 1941 and broadcast Horthy’s surrender proclama-
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tion on 15 October 1944. The Germans dismantled the transmitter on 30 November 1944 and the radio was silent until 1 May 1945, when it resumed broadcasting with the permission of the Red Army./

The picture of the left shows a
crowd gathered in front of the
main entrance of the radio
building during the revolution.
The banner read ‘Free Hungarian Radio.’ Note the pockmarked façade, the result of
heavy fighting during the evening of October 23rd.

I became a Hungarian refugee (Ungarische flüchtlingen) on the evening of November 5th as
my family crossed the border into Austria near the town Németjárfalu/Deutschjarhndorf. The Austrian side of the border was marked with red-white-red Austrian flags. Weary after a day’s walking, we
sat down on the ground until a local landowner found us and put us up for the night. The next morning, we reported to the gendarmes and were taken to the schoolhouse in the town. For the following
six weeks, which seemed like an eternity, we were shuffled to several camps and made a couple trips
to the American Consulate in Vienna. The Austrian government was hard pressed to house and process the 150,000+ refugees that entered the country. Having recently acquired their own independence in 1955, the Austrians were very accommodating in utilizing vacant Russian barracks, Alpine
resorts closed for the winter season, and other facilities. We were also allowed to ride the public
transports for free in Vienna. As I look back, I remember that many people in Deutschjarhndorf
spoke Hungarian. This is not the case now in Burgenland, which has maybe 5,000 ethnic Hungarians
left.
A news photo taken inside the
American Consulate in Vienna is on
the right. Long lines of Hungarian
refugees hoping to immigrate to the
United States are cued up along the
wall in the background. Your editor and his family were in a similar
line, even if not at the instant the
picture was snapped.

Iceland issued a stamp in February 2006 commemorating the
50th anniversary of the arrival of Hungarian refugees in the island
country. It was an unusual occurrence to welcome settlers to a place
that had experienced significant emigration in its recent history. The
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design of the stamp is very touching, showing hands welcoming a
dove flying out of the nest made of barbed wire.
The Hungarian Olympic team was
rushed out of the country in the early days of
the revolution. It was flown from Prague to
Melbourne, Australia, for the games that
were held in early December. At the conclusion of the games, 45 members of the
team chose not to return to Hungary. The
photo on the left shows László Tábori, a
middle-distance runner, György Kárpáti and
Ervin Zádor, two members of the gold medal-winning water polo team. The press photo caption read These Hungarians Prefer
Freedom. Zádor was cut above the right eye
during the brutal game against the Russian
team and left the pool with a bloodied face.
The countries of Western Europe used creative ways
to raise funds for the resettlement of the refugees. The
Coventry Theater in England presented a midnight matinee
on December 7th in aid of the Hungarian Relief fund. Radio
Sweden released a 45-rpm record with the Hungarian national anthem performed by the Radio Sweden Symphony
Orchestra. The record label stated HJÄLP UNGERN / Help
Hungary. The reverse side carried two poems written by
Endre Ady and Ferenc Kölcsey translated into Swedish.

Organizations in Austria and Switzerland sold vignettes to collect funds to aid Hungarian refugees.

April - June 2006
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The post offices of Austria, Denmark, and the Dominican Republic overprinted postage stamps with a surtax for
fundraising as well. (See Austria, Scott No. B298; Denmark, B24; Dominican Republic, B1-5, CB1-3.)

We were flown from Vienna’s Schwechat
Airport via Shannon, Ireland and Gander, Newfoundland arriving in Newark, New Jersey in the
evening of 16 December 1956. After spending five
days at Camp Kilmer, the de-activated Army base
that served as the distribution point for Hungarian
refugees in the United States, we boarded a train to
Indianapolis. We were met there upon arrival on 22
December 1956 by local Hungarian and representatives of the International Rescue Committee. This
was our first step towards living the American
Dream. The Indianapolis Star newspaper printed
this picture accompanied by an article with details of
our personal experiences.


THE EDITOR’S NOTES
by Csaba L. Kohalmi

I would like to make a few non-philatelic recommendations to our members for expanding
their knowledge and awareness of Hungarian history and culture. The first Editor’s Choice is Krisztián Ungváry’s book, The Siege of Budapest, now available in an English translation. Originally
published in 2002, it details one of the last great battles of World War II: the 108-day siege of Budapest. The book is available from Amazon.com for $35 plus shipping. Movie viewers may want to
check out An American Rhapsody, a 2001 film about a couple’s escape from Hungary in the late
1940s without their baby, their assimilation into American life and the fight to be reunited with their
child. The movie Sunshine, produced in 2000, spans more than 60 years of Hungarian history starting the late 1800s through the 1950s. It depicts the events in the life of a Hungarian Jewish family,
the struggle to assimilate, their success in business, the Holocaust and the Communist takeover. Elements in the movie were modeled on the Zwack-family liqueur business and Attila Petschauer, Hungary’s 1928 and 1932 Olympic fencing champion killed in World War II.
Returning to the subject of
the 50th anniversary of the 1871
issue, Judy Kennett sent photocopies of the commemorative vignettes prepared for the event.
According to information supplied
to her by a stamp dealer from
Germany, the vignettes appeared
in two designs. The first design illustrated on the left was printed by
the Libellus publisher and shows
Vignettes commemorating the 50th anniversary of the 1871 issue.
The vignette on the left was printed by Libellus; the two on the right
the dates ‘1871’ and ‘1921’ in
are the so-called American printing.
larger numbers in the circles below
King Francis Joseph’s portrait. A similar design using smaller numbers for the dates was supposedly
printed in America. The vignettes mimicked the colors of the original 1871 issue: yellow, green, red,
blue, brown, and violet. The ‘American’ printing was also available in imperforate condition. A similar item reproducing the 1871 newspaper stamp in yellow also exists.
CORRECTION: The author of the articles Sur un air de Czardas published in the Timbres
Magazine is SHP member Alain Vailly and not Jan-Jaap de Weerd as reported in the January-March
2006 issue of The News. The Editor regrets the error.
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I would like to add my personal thanks to the retiring members of the Executive Board. Bob
has been a source of inspiration and tireless worker in recruiting new members and new articles for
the newsletter. Ted has always been prompt in paying the bills and providing the annual accounting
of the Society’s finances. Tom has been sending copies of the Magyar News faithfully over the
years providing still another source of possible material for publication. Thank you, gentlemen, for
your help and good luck in your future endeavors!
Several members sent lengthy articles enabling me to continue publishing the newsletter pretty close to the original deadlines. This issue was delayed in order to be able to provide a summary of
our activities the Washington 2006 International Stamp Exhibition. If your material did not make it
here, please be patient. I’ve had several serious computer crashes during the course of putting this
issue together. As a result, I lost many hours’ worth of work. It’s the middle of May as I’m composing these lines and I will not have the time to reformat the lost material until the July-September issue. Nevertheless, thank you for your continued support! Lessons learned: must back up more often
and must seriously consider getting a new computer.


QUESTION & ANSWER
Question /from Judy Kennett/: What is the reason for the large Roman numeral ‘IV’ cancellation on
this envelope?

Looking for an answer: The letter was sent from Eszék/Osijek on 10 December 1895 to Valparaiso,
Chile, correctly franked with a 10kr envelope-design stamp. A vignette advertising the 1896 Hungarian Millennium Exhibition was affixed to the reverse side. It was tied to the envelope by the cancellation in Valparaiso on 23 January 1896. (The use of the vignettes was permitted on letters sent
abroad but only if they were on the back side of the envelope.) Does anyone have an explanation for
the Roman numeral ‘IV’?


THE LAST FLIGHT OF THE LOCKHEED SIRIUS JUSTICE FOR HUNGARY AIRCRAFT
by David Miles

The mail carried on the trans-Atlantic flight of the Justice for Hungary aircraft has been
well documented in philatelic literature. Nevertheless, there is always an interesting example that
turns up. The card illustrated on the next page surfaced on the eBay auction site recently. It is a Series G type printing on which the text ‘Forward to Hungarian-American Ocean Flight’ is printed
above the space intended for the address. The more frequently seen version has a similar text printed
below the space for the address. This card was send to Queen Zita, the widow of King Károly IV, the
last king of Hungary. The ex-queen resided in Brussels, Belgium at the time. The sender of the card
was Monsignor Elemér Eördögh, Papal Prelate, who lived in Toledo, Ohio and signed the card as the
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President of the Executive Committee for the Ocean Flight. Interestingly enough, Msgr. Eördögh
dated the card simply with the year 1930. After many delays, the aircraft actually started the transAtlantic flight from Harbour Grace, Newfoundland on 15 July 1931.

Flown Justice for Hungary postcard addressed to Queen Zita. The written message translates: “On the occasion of the wonderful achievement of the Ocean flight, Toledo’s Catholic Hungarians pray with grateful hearts
for the legitimate king and an integral Hungary.”

After the history-making
trans-Atlantic flight, aviators György Endrész and Sándor Magyar flew
to London the fall of 1931 to collect
the prize offered by Lord Rothmere,
the publisher of the London Daily
Mail. After that, Magyar returned
to the United States while Endrész
continued to barnstorm in Europe.
On the last and fatal flight, Endrész
flew the aircraft from Budapest to
Rome on 21 May 1932 in order to
attend a convention of trans-Atlantic
fliers. The photo on the left shows
Endrész with radio operator László
Bittay inspecting the airplane prior
to takeoff.
The aircraft crashed while attempting to land in Rome, and both Endrész and Bittay perished in the
wreck. The Italian government of Benito Mussolini returned the two coffins containing the aviators’
bodies by train after a sendoff with full military honors.

The photo on the left shows the Italian dictator giving a military sendoff to the flag-draped coffins of the Hungarian aviators. The photo
above shows the funeral procession in Budapest.
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The return of the aviators’ remains was commemorated philatelically as well. Rare covers
exist bearing a rubber-stamped cancellation that reads: IN MEMORIAM / “Justice for Hungary” /
Pilota: GEORGES ENDRÉSZ / Radiografista: BITTAY.

This cover bearing the In
Memoriam cancellation was
posted in Rome on 27 May
1932. It transited through the
Rome Airport on 3 June 1932
and arrived in Berlin on the
same day.

This similar cover was sent to Hungary.
The dates on the Rome cancellations are
the same as on the previous cover. This
particular piece of mail was sent by air
to Vienna, arriving on 3 June 1932 and
forward to Budapest, where it was received on the next day, June 4th.


THE DISAPPEARANCE
Conclusion of a short story by Dick Stark

The plane left promptly, the meal served tastier than on U.S. commercial lines and I managed
to sleep about six hours. All told, a fortuitous beginning.
We arrived in Budapest at 9:00 A.M. to bright sunshine. Even though my body was telling
me it was three in the morning, I felt reasonably refreshed and eager to begin my adventure.
I was fortunate enough to sit next to an American businessman, Paul Lenhorn, who’d made
many trips to Hungary. He gave me some useful tips on how to make my short visit less stressful.
Such as taking the airport minibus shuttle to town, instead of a taxi at five times the price. I’d told
Paul my story and he insisted on guiding me to the Ferihegy Airport information center where they
booked a room for me at a pension near the Gellért Hotel.
When we parted, he invited me to call him that evening, if I liked, to get together for a drink.
He handed me a business card.
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There was no problem getting through customs; they didn’t even make me open my bag. I
was on the shuttle in half an hour. What a difference from the old communist days when border
guards treated tourists as if they were spies. When the driver asked, in passable English, where I
wanted to be dropped off, I said the Gellért Hotel. I wanted to find that young man I’d spoken with
on the phone and see if he had more information about the Bekes.
I was tempted to check into the Pension Veneto first, to take a shower and change clothing,
but the urge to immediately begin my search for the Bekes was stronger.
We crossed the Danube from Central Pest over the Szabadság Hid (Liberty Bridge). The Buda side was striking with magnificent castles and palaces on rolling hills. The hotel, a huge imposing
Baroque building, was just on the other side of the bridge.
Arriving at the Gellért, I was disappointed to find that the man I sought, István (the lady at
the front desk told me that was his name), wouldn’t be on duty until noon. I checked my watch and
found it was only 10:30. I asked her to call the Beke's room and once again, no one picked up. The
unfriendly lady (I recognized her voice; she was the one I’d spoken with yesterday) turned away, discouraging me from questioning her further. I decided to return at noon and speak to István.
The small pension was just a few blocks from the Gellért, so I walked there, marveling at the
magnificent buildings just to the north. Ordinarily, the Buda castle would have drawn me, but I had
no time or desire for sight-seeing. I stopped at a bank to change my dollars into forints, taking Paul’s
advice not to change money at the airport, a hotel or on the street.
I was astonished when I’d heard what the room rates were at the Gellért and thus more than
satisfied with my pension at a fraction of the price.
I checked into the clean, comfortable Pension Veneto. After showering and changing, I returned to the Gellért for the buffet brunch I’d noticed they were laying out before. Even though I
wasn’t a guest, I could pay the $40 and partake. Served in a magnificent, ornate dining room, I sampled platters of Hungarian food and found many were too “hot” for the palate. But overall, the meal
was delicious and an enjoyable experience. I washed everything down with a dry, white Tokaji wine
that was superb.
At noon, I went to the main desk and happily, found a young man. When I’d ascertained he
was indeed István, the one I’d spoken with the previous day from the States, I asked if he’d learned
anything further about the Bekes.
“Good news, Mr. White. Late last night, Mrs. Beke came in and stayed overnight. I believe
she’s still upstairs.” I told him of my earlier visit to the hotel and how no one had answered a phone
call. “Perhaps she wanted to sleep late and so shut off the phone,” he suggested.
“She was alone?” When he nodded, I asked, “Will you call the room now and tell her I’d like
to come up?”
“Of course.” István picked up the phone and dialed three numbers. I was relieved when I
heard him speaking, in Hungarian, to someone. Hopefully it was Magda Beke and -“Mr. White !” The clerk had hung up and smiled at me. “Mrs. Beke says she is about to
leave and will meet you here.”
I thanked István for his help, surprised when he refused the 5000 forint note (worth about
$20) that I tried to slip him.
A few minutes later, a tall, handsome dark-haired woman about my age approached. “Mr.
White?” she asked me with a kindly smile.
“Yes. Mrs. Beke?”
“Please call me Magda... I’ll call you Daniel?” Her English was excellent, with just a touch
of a Hungarian accent.
“Sure.” I followed, catching up with her long stride as she headed toward the main entrance.
“Where is John? Why didn’t he call me? What happened?”
She waved at the lead taxi in line by the curb. “I’ll tell you everything. Let's get into the taxi
first. I want to get back to the hospital as soon as possible.”
“Hospital?” I blurted out, opening the back door of the yellow cab for her. When we were
seated, the taxi drove off.
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She turned to me. “You see, Daniel, my husband had a heart attack five days ago. He is recovering at the Kalmen Clinic, just a few minutes from the Gellert. It was a bad scare at first, but he's
doing well now.”
I was shocked. A sudden illness had never occurred to me. “I'm so sorry. How did it happen?”
“On Tuesday, I was shopping at the wonderful market on Fővám Tér while he did his stamp
business on Holvedi Street. We met for lunch at the Mátyás restaurant and then ...”
She paused for a moment, but maintained her composure and continued. “We were having
dessert when he said that he felt dizzy. He put one hand on his chest and sat back with his eyes shut.
I knew immediately what it was because it had happened before.”
“You mean he'd had a previous heart attack?”
“Yes, two years ago. Luckily we were at home and able to get him to a fine hospital in Wilmington right away. Janos seemed to make a full recovery, but I suppose when it happens once.. .
She looked out the window and I followed her gaze, taking in a magnificent palace on the hill
we were approaching. The taxi turned into a driveway at the foot of the hill and stopped in front of a
small white building.
“I called an ambulance,” Magda continued, “and we came here. They specialize in cardiac
cases and Janos is under the care of the top cardiologist in the country. We arranged everything during our visit last year, just in case.”
She exited the cab without waiting for the driver or myself to open her door. “Come, Daniel.
We’ll go see Janos now.”
As we entered an airy, sparklingly clean room in the back overlooking a garden, I saw John
sitting up in a large hospital bed reading a book. He noticed us immediately and smiled. I felt a tremendous sense of relief.
There were chairs on each side of the bed and Magda and I settled in. She kissed his forehead and held his hand fondly.
“What a surprise to see you, Daniel,” he said, his voice strong and steady. Briefly, I related
the events that led me here, telling them about my repeated failures to get through to their room at the
Gellért.
“The first two nights, I stayed with Janos, sleeping a bit over there,” Magda explained, pointing to an empty bed on the other side of the room. “But yesterday, when Janos was much recovered, I
went back to the hotel to get a good night's sleep.”
“I'm so relieved that you'll be all right, John,” I said, but held back other questions. I was
simply afraid that asking about my stamps would seem callous and selfish at this time. In the momentary silence that following, John looked at me quizzically and I had the strange feeling he was
reading my mind.
Magda stood up. “I'm going to see the doctor,” she announced. “You two visit awhile.” She
left the room.
“How long will you be here, John?”
“They say I’ll need one more week’s rest, then we’ll be flying home.”
“That's good ...” Again, questions about the stamps came to my lips and I fought to hold them
back.
John smiled kindly. “I know you’re dying to ask about your stamps.”
“Yes, but your health is first priority.”
“Well, I have to tell you sooner or later, so it may as well be now.” He sighed. “Daniel, I
had an envelope with your lots in a briefcase, along with unimportant papers and family photographs.
I remember holding onto it all the way, in the ambulance, from the restaurant to this hospital. I
wouldn’t even let Magda take it. Only when I was here, later on Tuesday, did I lose consciousness
after they gave me a sedative.”
I felt a sinking sensation as I guessed what was coming. “Go on, John.”
“Wednesday morning when I awoke, feeling much better, I asked a nurse to bring me the
briefcase which had been placed in the closet along with my clothing. When I opened it, I saw the
papers and photos, but the Budafila envelope was gone.” Hearing this, I couldn’t stifle a groan of
despair. “I’m terribly sorry, Daniel,” he said, looking as distraught as I felt.
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“Did the envelope have any marking?”
“Yes. Your name was in the center and the Budafila imprint in the upper left corner. I can’t
do anything now myself, but why don’t you discuss it with Magda?”
I nodded, thinking carefully. Now that John was all right, I could play detective. I wouldn’t
act on his suggestion because I believed Magda should not have another worry added. She must be
free to concentrate on caring for John.
Madga returned, telling us that the doctors were coming soon to administer some tests.
“Will you excuse me?” I said, rising from my chair. Both the Bekes looked at me questioningly, but said nothing.
I walked back down the corridor to the front desk where several women were working. I
waited at the counter until I was noticed. “Does someone here speak English?” I asked.
A young lady, evidently a receptionist from the phone headset attachment she was wearing,
looked up at me. “Igen. Yes, I speak good English.”
I spoke slowly and with emphasis. “It's very important that I meet with someone from hospital security who speaks English.” She nodded, flicked a lever on the switchboard in front of her, and
after a moment spoke into the headset.
As I waited, sinking into a couch against the wall, I thought about my predicament. I was
tempted to use Magda Beke as translator to enlist the help of hospital security, but only as a last resort. She had enough on her hands just taking care of her husband.
A few minutes later, a stocky, rugged-looking middle-aged man sporting a gray crewcut approached the desk. The receptionist introduced him as Roman Cherny, head of security. After identifying myself, I summed up the situation.
A smile softened his craggy face. “I spent several years with the NYPD, in New York, before returning to my native land.” His English was perfect, with the touch of a New York accent. He
held out his hand. “First, I need to see your passport, Mr. White.”
As I always carried it in my breast pocket, that was not a problem. He flipped through the
pages, then returned the document. “I need your help with a theft ...” I began.
“Please follow me,” he ordered, not unkindly. A bit annoyed that he wouldn’t allow me to
finish my story, I followed him down the hallway and into a small office. He sat at a cluttered desk,
motioning me to sit in the folding chair next to the desk. He drew out several forms from a drawer
and began writing. I waited impatiently for several minutes, staring at the huge map of Budapest on
one wall and the many photographs of people I didn't recognize on the opposite wall. I was glad to
see a hutch that held a computer, fax machine and other modern equipment. Then he turned to me.
“Please tell me everything, Mr. White. But slowly, so I can make notes.”
I related the whole story from the beginning, even mentioning Paul Lenhorn. Cherny nodded
at that point, as if he recognized the name. But he didn't comment, only asked a few clarifying questions while allowing me to tell the tale in my own way. During this time, a young man walked in and
placed two full glasses on the desk. I eagerly drained mine, a sweet tangy fruit punch.
I concluded by stating firmly, “It's clear to me, Mr. Cherny, that Tuesday evening when Janos
Beke was asleep in his room, someone came in and stole the envelope with my stamps from the briefcase. The question is, what are you going to do about it?”
He tapped his pen thoughtfully against his lip. “I know that to you, this is an important matter. But you have to understand, Mr. White, that we are understaffed here and must devote our resources to more serious problems.”
I struggled to remain civil. “You're saying you don't intend to investigate?”
“There is little I can do... unless you expect me to spend many hours interrogating dozens of
hospital personnel who had access to Mr. Beke's room that night.”
“What if I went to the police and asked them to look into it?” Cherny smiled. “I believe
you’d find they would refer you back to me. The police will come only in the case of a major crime,
such as murder or rape, not for a tourist missing an envelope.”
I wondered if this were true. Discouraged, I was nevertheless determined to convince this
man to help me. “I am appealing to you as a person who is visiting Hungary in good will.”
He chuckled. "No, no, Mr. White. Won’t do.”
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Then it struck me. He was hinting at a bribe! “I don’t have a lot of money, but perhaps I can
raise enough to — “
Cherny sat up stiffly. “Stop right there! I don't want to hear another word about money.”
I groaned. What the hell did he want?
We spoke for a few more minutes, but I made no headway in convincing him to undertake an
investigation on my behalf. Finally, in desperation, I asked, “Are you a stamp collector?” I hoped
that if he were, he would empathize with my loss.
“I'm not. I have no interest in that hobby.” I sighed and stood up, defeated, ready to leave.
Then he added, “However, my ten year-old daughter collects certain kinds of stamps.”
Encouraged, I sat down and asked eagerly, “What kind?” “Pretty stamps picturing nature:
flowers, birds, animals.” He was watching me carefully, a slight smile playing at his lips. “She has
many from Hungary, but finds it difficult to get stamps from overseas, particularly from the U.S.”
I jumped at this hint. “There have been many beautiful stamps issued in America recently,
mostly in blocks of four, that show just what you mentioned. I could gather a collection of these for
your daughter when I return home and send them to you.”
“My little Gabi would love that. All right Mr. White, I am going to help you. Come back
here tomorrow morning, a little after nine. We shall set up a series of interviews with the orderlies
and cleaning people who had access to Mr. Beke's room that night.”
“That’s great!” I said enthusiastically.
“But I will not question the doctors and nurses.”
“I understand . . . thank you.” I pumped his hand and left, feeling much better now that I
knew some action would be taken.
Returning to John’s room, I found he was still being tested elsewhere. Magda was sitting in a
lounge across the hall and I told her what had happened. She seemed interested and wished me well.
Of course, her main concern was for her husband. She said that she intended to wait for John's return
and suggested that I might as well leave now; she’d see me back here tomorrow. The front desk
called me a cab and I returned to my pension.
Wondering how to spend the evening, I thought of Paul Lenhorn. I phoned him and he invited me to dinner at his hotel, the Atrium Hyatt.
I met him at 8:00 P.M. The huge, central glass-enclosed atrium with a full-size model airplane hanging from the ceiling was a spectacular setting. We ate in a stylish restaurant, although the
food, which Paul ordered, was too spicy for my taste. We shared a large plate of something called
fatányéros, grilled beef and pork garnished with pickles, peppers and chips. He was charming company and seemed interested in hearing my story. Paul verified what Cherny had told me about the local police leaving minor crimes like theft to hospital security. This gave me more confidence in
Cherny and his veracity.
As we parted, Paul said he had an idea how to help me the next morning. He wouldn’t say
anything further though, just smiled mysteriously. He'd pick me up at my pension at 9:00 A.M. and
accompany me to the clinic.
When Paul and I walked into Cherny’s office the next morning, the security chief looked at
me with a quizzical expression. I introduced Paul and Cherny nodded, clearly remembering my mention of him. To my surprise, Paul didn’t look like an affluent American today. He was dressed in a
drab, heavy doublebreasted gray suit and wore a battered Fedora. He looked more like a local bureaucrat as he spoke to Cherny in fluent Hungarian for a few minutes. I noticed that the security
man's initial frown gradually became a relaxed grin.
At ten o’clock, Paul and I followed Cherny to a large room filled with three tiered rows of ten
seats each, overlooking an operating theatre. Obviously, it was from here that students would watch
operations being performed, although now the theatre below was dark. A dozen young men and
women, the orderlies in their loose, hospital whites and half as many cleaning people in blue uniforms, all older women, sat in the first two rows.
As we stood in the doorway, Cherny spoke quietly to me. “Before we proceed with Mr. Lenhorn’s plan, I must ask you one important question.”
“What’s that, Mr. Cherny?”
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“If you had to choose, which would it be: catch the thief, or recover the stamps as quickly as
possible?”
Without hesitation I answered, “The latter, of course.”
Cherny nodded once, then walked to a center position facing the first row. Paul and I took
seats in the third row as the security man began to address the weekday staffers he’d asked to come in
on their day off. I glanced at Paul and was surprised to notice a cold, forbidding expression on his
face.
Cherny must have identified us, for all eighteen heads swiveled to look back. Their gaze
swept over me, the complaining tourist, without concern. But when they stared at Paul, for just an
instant, I saw a sudden, fearful reaction. Who did they think Paul was?
The security chief spoke to the staffers for ten minutes. Of course I didn’t understand his
words, but I could feel the biting harshness in his tone, the threat implied with his rising voice. The
captive audience listened in rapt silence, several people glancing back at Paul from time to time. The
fearful expressions I'd noticed before had, if anything, only intensified.
Finally, the staffers filed out without having spoken a single word. Cherny came over to us
and smiled. “I think your presence, Mr. Lenhorn, might have done the job. We’ll find out soon
enough. Please come with me.”
We followed him into the lounge. Cherny asked us to wait there. He explained that he was
returning to his office, fully expecting to recover the stolen envelope very shortly.
I turned to Paul, completely mystified. “Will you please tell me what the hell is going on?”
My new friend laughed, thoroughly enjoying his part in today’s charade. “I was playing a
special role. The outfit and my tough demeanor suggested something quite frightening to those poor
people. Can’t you guess, Daniel?”
“You wanted to give the impression you were some kind of government official, someone
those people would fear.”
He nodded. “Do you know what the AVO was, here in Hungary?”
A light flashed in my head. ‘Wasn’t that what the secret police were called under the communist regime?”
“That's right. Like the KGB in Russia, hated and feared by most everyone. Cherny agreed
with my suggestion that I come dressed to convey the impression that I was a high police official,
ready to conduct individual interrogations if-- “
I understood now and finished Paul's explanation. “If the thief wouldn’t return the stamps on
his own.” When he nodded in agreement, I asked, “Did Cherny refer to you as an AVO man?”
“No. There is no AVO anymore, of course. He didn’t even have to say that I was a former
AVO man. All he said was the word ‘police’ and you saw how frightened everyone became.”
“So Cherny is now sitting in his office, expecting the thief to walk in and confess?” I said
doubtfully.
“Not quite. He told the staffers that if your envelope was returned intact, and anonymously
within the hour, any further investigation would be suspended.”
“How could this be done so the thief wouldn’t be identified?”
“Quite simply,” Paul said. “There are many mail chutes in the building, all leading to a central mailroom downstairs. Internal mail such as analysis reports, lab specimens and x-rays, are delivered by runners to the proper department. External mail is taken to a post office box outside. The
thief just drops your envelope in a secluded chute. One of Cherny’s people stationed in the mailroom
intercepts it and brings the envelope to the Security Office. That is, if all goes to plan.”
“Whew! What a complicated scheme. I can’t believe that Cherny would go to such a lot of
trouble for me.”
Paul laughed. “Oh, it wasn’t for you. I told him that if he rejected my suggestion, I would
take you to meet some important government officials I do business with. At that point he agreed,
saying that he’d heard my name mentioned at the Ministry. Besides, if my plan works, he saves hours
of individual interrogations.”
“There’s one flaw,” I reminded him. “The thief gets away scot-free.”
“Perhaps. But over time, Chemy believes this person's identity will be revealed, either by his
own actions or by someone else ratting on him. That's probably the most likely scenario.”
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With nothing more to discuss, I suggested we visit John. When we entered his room, Magda
was sitting by the bed and John seemed more alert and healthier than yesterday. I introduced Paul
and together, we related the morning's events. The Bekes were intrigued by the charade.
“There you are!” a voice called from the doorway. Roman Cherny stepped into the room, a
big grin on his beefy face, one hand held behind his back. He seemed to enjoy prolonging the suspense as four people stared at him expectantly.
“Yes, Mr. Cherny?” I asked with great anticipation.
His hidden hand whipped forward. “Here it is!” he announced triumphantly.
I grabbed the manila envelope and opened it. A quick check showed that all the lots I’d won
were inside, along with an invoice. “Thank God,” I muttered, as Paul and the Bekes offered their
congratulations and many thanks to Cherny.
Remembering the security chief’s question about priorities, I didn’t ask if the thief had been
caught or not. And truthfully, it really didn't matter.
When Paul and I left the hospital a few minutes later, Cherny accompanied us to the front
door. “You'll send those stamps for my daughter?” he asked me.
“I will.” We shook hands.
In the taxi, I turned to Paul. “Where in the world did you get the idea for all that skullduggery, not to mention your knowledge of Hungary and its customs?”
He chuckled. “Before the communist regime ended in 1990, I served in Budapest as an administrative officer in the American Embassy. There were a few intelligence matters I was involved
in. That’s all I can say.”
From books I’d read, I was certain he was intimating that he’d been a CIA officer. But he
didn’t volunteer the fact and I definitely wasn’t going to ask. I thanked him warmly for his help and
we agreed to keep in touch. Just before he left, Paul made an intriguing suggestion that I promised to
consider.
Later that day, I made arrangements to fly home.
“I've never heard such an incredible tale!” Liz said, driving home to Lynbrook after picking
me up at the JFK International Arrivals Terminal. “And the stamps?”
I patted my overnight bag. “The stamps are right here, safe and sound. So much happened in
three days, I'll never forget it.”
“I suppose you're sick of Hungary now.”
“On the contrary, Liz. I’m more fascinated than ever. I want to spend a couple of weeks
there, leisurely sight-seeing. With you, of course,” I added hastily. ‘I didn't have the time or the interest on this trip, but I saw enough to whet my appetite for a proper visit. A great vacation in Hungary with my wife.”
‘That’s fine with me. I'm always open to visiting new places.” She glanced at me. “But I
sense there’s something more to it.”
“You’re right. When I left Paul Leahorn, he offered to use his contacts to trace my relatives
who may still be living in Hungary. He said it would be a wonderful experience for me to meet
them.”
“You never expressed any interest before in tracing relatives in Hungary.”
“I know. But now I want to.”
Liz smiled as we drove on Sunrise Highway approaching Lynbrook. “Okay, let's do it.
Sounds like fun. When shall we go?”
“How about in a month or so?” I grinned at her, exhilarated. “Paul will be our guide. And I
mustn’t forget to bring along some stamps and present them to Roman Cherny personally.


2005 & 2006 NEW ISSUES
Issued 19 October 2005
125th Anniversary of the Hungarian Industrial Arts University
Face value: HUF 90. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm.
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Designer: Zsolt Vidák.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in an edition of 300,000 stamps.
Christmas 2005
Face value: HUF 50. Stamp size: 33 x 26mm.
Designer: Orsolya Kara.
Technical details: Printed in offset and foil embossing by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in quantities
required by postal demand.
Christmas Booklet
Face value: HUF 200 (4 x HUF 50). Stamp size: 33 x 26mm.
Designer: Mária Drescher.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in unlimited quantities.

.
Top: Industrial Art University, Christmas, House of the Future stamps.
Below: Christmas self-adhesive booklet.

Issued 16 December 2005
House of the Future
Face value: HUF 100. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm.
Designer: András Andor.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in unlimited quantities.
Issued 6 January 2006
125th Anniversary of the Hungarian Telegraph Office
Face value: HUF 90. Stamp size: 43.1 x 31.3mm.
Designer: Eszter Domé.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in a quantity of 300,000 stamps.
Issued 10 February 2006
20th Winter Olympics, Torino
Face value: HUF 200. Stamp size: 35.9 x 36mm.
Designer: Miklós Forgács.
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Technical details: Printed in offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in sheets of 40. The quantity
printed was 300,000 stamps.
Issued 16 March 2006
Antique Furniture
Face value: HUF 52, 75, 212. Stamp size: vertical format 26 x 33mm, horizontal format 33 x 26mm.
Designer: Péter Nagy, György Kara. Photographer: Imre Eck.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the State Printing Office and the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in unlimited quantities.

Hungarian Telegraph Office, Torino Winter Olympics, Antique Furniture definitive new issues.

World Heritage Sites in Hungary: Christian Necropolis in Pécs & Lake Fertő Cultural Landscape
Face value: HUF 52, 90. Stamp size: vertical format 33.3 x 45mm, horizontal format 45 x 33.3mm.
Designer: Pál Varga.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in sheets of 50. The quantity issued was 400,000 sets of stamps.
Hungarian Aviation History: Boeing 767 & Lockheed Sirius Aircraft
Face value: HUF 120, 140. Stamp size: 50 x 30mm.
Designer: László Dudás.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in an edition of 350,000 sets.
Issued 22 March 2006
UEFA Congress, Budapest
Face value: HUF 170. Stamp size: 30 x 32.3mm.
Designer: Imre Benedek.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in a quantity of 150,000 stamps.
Easter 2006
Face value: HUF 52. Stamp size: 28.3 x 40mm.
Designer: Eszter Domé.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in unlimited quantities.

Above: World Heritage
Sites at Pécs and Lake
Fertő.
Right: UEFA Congress
new issues.

April - June 2006

Left: Hungarian Aviation Boeing 767 and
Lockheed Sirius Aircraft. Above: Easter
new issues.
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Issued 30 March 2006
100th Anniversary of the Birth of Graphic Artist & Stamp Designer Sándor Légrády
Face value: HUF 75. Stamp size: 41.3 x 33mm.
Designer: Pál Varga.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in sheets of 50. The quantity
printed was 200,000 stamps.
100th Anniversary of the Birth of László Dettre
Face value: HUF 212. Stamp size: 50 x 30mm.
Designer: Péter Nagy.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in an edition of 200,000 stamps.
Wi-Fi Wireless Internet
Face value: HUF 240. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm.
Designer: Dániel Erdély.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in sheets of 50. The quantity
printed was 150,000 stamps.
Para-Olympic Champion Ilona Paulik Sasvári (1954-1999)
Face value: HUF 185. Stamp size: 40 x 28.5mm.
Designer: Ferenc Svindt.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in sheets of 50. The quantity
printed was 200,000 stamps.
Issued 4 May 2006
Personalized Greetings Stamps with Flowers and Roses
Face value: HUF 52. Stamp size: 36.3 x 25.2mm, attached label size: 18 x 25.2mm. Overall sheet
size: 297 x 210mm.
Designer: Imre Benedek (flowers), Szilvia Lázár and Tibor Raszler (roses).
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in sheets of 20. The labels can be
personalized with customer-supplied photographs.

Left to right:
Sándor Légrády,
Wi-Fi, Sasvári.
new issues.
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Above: László Dettre, astronomer.
Right: Personalized greetings
stamps in sheets of 20 showing
various flowers and roses.


Book Review: CATALOG OF HUNGARIAN OCCUPATION ISSUES, 1918-1921

published by Christopher E. Brainard (2006)
by Csaba L. Kohalmi
Brainard published the first edition of this catalog in
1993; and with it, he revolutionized the collecting of Occupation-era Hungarian stamps. The author developed a model for
pricing genuine stamps based on the quantities overprinted.
Reluctantly, major catalog publishers, including the writers of
Scott’s Standard Postage Stamp Catalog, accepted this pricing structure. The second edition was long in coming, but it
was well worth the wait. The new, 70-page catalog makes the
first edition seem anemic.
First and foremost, Brainard revised the pricing to reflect the values in the current philatelic market. The emphasis
is still on GENUINE occupation material. He now also provides a template for judging doubled and shifted error prints.
The listings have been expanded to include are many major
varieties and errors as humanly possible.
The first 40 pages of the catalog list the overprints of the successor states, occupation forces,
and local issues prepared by zealous stamp marketers. The listing for Fiume shows a detailed table
for the six different types of hand overprints. The Baranya I overprints are identified by the type of
press used for the overprinting. The Baranya II error prints are listed and priced individually depending on the type of error encountered. The same details can be found in the listing of the Szeged issues, which are tabulated by the print shop where the stamps were prepared. The section for the
Nagyvárad issues has been expanded to differentiate between the first and the second printings. The
small group of postal stationery items issued during this are also received a detailed listing along with
accompanying illustrations.
The 30 pages in the catalog following the actual listings are devoted to the Crime Scene Investigation, a detailed study of the characteristics of genuine overprints. This section includes huge,
sometimes one-half page big, illustrations along with descriptive text to help collectors, from novice
to advanced, in identifying genuine overprints. With the help of this catalog, no collector should be
afraid to check his or her occupation stamps from SHS, Fiume, Arad, Baranya, Szeged, Bánát Bácska,
Kolozsvár, Nagyvárad, Debrecen, Posta Ceskoslovenská, and the Lajtabánság for genuineness. This
catalog is a tool that will provide the necessary information to cull forgeries from our collections.
The author chose a limited number of suitable illustrations from his personal collection to
highlight some of the gems of the Occupation-era. The mundane-looking GEM is shown on the cover: the 5K Magyar Posta Parliament stamp of which 15 copies exist. The interesting story of this
stamp and several others is told in the text.
It is always easier to critique someone’s work that to actually do the work. I don’t mean to
criticize, but wish to express my desire to achieve even more completeness, if such an accomplishment is possible. I would like to have seen several well-documented issues included in the catalog,
such as the provisional postage due stamps with the Roman numeral ‘VI’ overprint from Baranya, the
‘negyven fill’ provisional overprint on 10f postal stationery envelope from Villány, the nebulous ‘H’
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overprints from Pártosfalva, the equally muddled-origin Jennersdorf overprints, for example. While
the ‘Burgenland’ and Burgenlands befreiung’ overprints were made on the stamps of Austria, they
should be mentioned because of they belong in this era. The few typographical errors should also be
excised. For example, the ‘SHS’ overprints from Beltine are really from Belatinc.
In my opinion, the catalog is a must have for all collectors of the Occupation-era stamps.
This catalog will help to increase the value of any collection that has been scrutinized for genuine articles. The catalog is available from the author, Christopher Brainard, 100 Longstone Drive,
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003-1974 USA, for $30 postpaid to an address in the United States and Canada
and $36 postpaid to any other country.


WHAT I SAW ON EBAY
by Csaba L. Kohalmi
Dr. Barn from Germany
and Simon Barb from France
questioned the veracity of this
cover. Such large covers, even
though they are philatelic in nature, are highly desirable items.
This particular example bore 34
Arad overprints, including two not
listed in Michel. As pointed out
by Dr. Barn, the color of the red
overprint was wrong (carmine vs.
brick red), and the date on the canceller (30 July 1919) was late usage for the stamps that were issued
on May 5th. Still, the item received 20 bids and sold for over
US$200.
The Arad 1 cancellation is shown in the enlargement on the left. The
counterfeiter took pains to try to reproduce a good likeness of genuine Hungarian cancellers; however, the lines turned out to be too thick and the numbers and letters in the date and time are too tall to be genuine. The five postage due stamps at the bottom seem to have been added to the cover as an afterthought, perhaps to ‘enhance’ the desirability of the item. Unfortunately,
the cover is a complete forgery. Caveat emptor!

PRESIDENTIAL LETTERS
by Dr. Ferenc Nagy

Over the course of a lifetime of collection, a philatelist comes across many interesting items.
While only a couple of the items that I’m presenting here are of Hungarian origin, I think that collectors in the United States will enjoy seeing some of this material.
The first item represents fan mail sent from Bradford, the United Kingdom, during the war
years to Ronald Reagan at the Warner Brothers Studio in Burbank, California.
The second item, shown on the following
page. originated from Hankong, China in 1949. It
was addressed to ‘Washington Presidential Palace
Tulumen’ (sic) intended for President Truman. The
letter transited through San Francisco, where someone added ‘Try Washington, D.C.’ to the address.
The registered letter duly arrived in Washington and
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was received by the Department of State Division of
Language Services on 30 August 1949.
A similar letter sent from Chenhsien, Hunan, China in 1950 was addressed correctly, more or
less, to ‘Presitent (sic) Truman, White House, Washington D.C. U.S.A.’ The franking confirms the ongoing of the Chinese inflation. The cover bears two
stamps overprinted with 1500 yuan.
The next two items originated from Hungary. The first is from the collection of the Editor
and was sent from Budapest on 12 November 1920 to ‘Harding N. Egyesült Államok Elnöke, Washington, Amerika. It was a preprinted card prepared by the American Relief Administration that provided Christmas relief packages to needy Hungarians following World War I. The sender Wilma
Hacsko, apologetically wrote that she didn’t know anyone else in America but President Harding.
Everyone else was receiving packages but her. Her clothes were threadbare, she was hungry and she
had hoped that he could help her with something. Someone translated the address into English and
added ‘Sen. Harding, U.S. Pres’t, Senate, DC’ in red ink. At the time the card was sent, Senator Warren G. Harding was the President-elect of the United States, having won the election just a few week
prior. He would not be inaugurated until March 1921.

1949 Cover from China addressed to ‘Tulumen’

1950 Cover from China addressed to ‘Presitent Truman’
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1920 Christmas Food Package request card sent to President-elect Warren G. Harding.

The final item is a registered letter sent from Székesfehérvár in 1946 during the Second Inflation period. The franking is incomplete since several stamps are missing from the reverse side. (The
postage for the registered foreign letter during the 9th rate period would have been 160,000P +
320,000P = 480,000P. Stamps totaling 30,000P are missing.) The sender wrote the address simply
‘Mrs. Roosevelt, America.’ A postal clerk somewhere added ‘Washington.’

1946 letter from Székesfehérvár send to the former First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt.


THE HUNGARIAN REVENUE SERIES OF 1957
by Csaba L. Kohalmi

Frank Fodor proudly announced the acquisition of the illustrated 50
fillér revenue stamp from the unissued 1957 series. Most collectors, including this Editor, were unaware of the existence of such a stamp even though it
is listed in the Magyar posta- és illetébélyeg katalógus/Catalog of Hungarian Postage and Revenue Stamps. Historically, this stamp is a byproduct of the 1956 Hungarian uprising that restored the Kossuth-crest as the national symbol of the country. For a brief interim starting in late October
1956 until 1 October 1957, this crest was the official coat-of-arms of Hungary, replacing the hated Rákosi-era Soviet style symbol. Sometime in 1957
the State Printing Office contemplated the production of a new series of revenue stamps, and a press run of the 50 fillér value was completed. With the
promulgation of the constitutional changes on 1 October 1957, the Kádárera was legitimized and a new coat-of-arms adopted. As a result, the production was halted and the
complete printing of the 50f revenue stamps was ordered destroyed. As with any such printed security, total destruction was thwarted, probably by an enterprising employee of the printing office who
saw a marketing opportunity. According to the Hungarian catalog, a few hundred stamps escaped destruction and were sold later in the philatelic marketplace. Today, the approximate catalog value of
the stamp is HUF 150,000 = US$700.


MIHÁLY VÖRÖSMARTHY PASSED AWAY 150 YEARS AGO
by Csaba L. Kohalmi

Vörösmarthy wrote the poem, Szózat/Proclamation, in 1840. The
poem begins with the lines: Hazádnak rendületlenül, légy híve, ó magyar!/To
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your homeland unfailingly, be faithful, oh Magyar! In philately, the first two
words of the poem can be found on the 1956 Sopron overprints produced under the guidance of the university students during the heady days of the 1956
Hungarian revolution. The students chose the words because the Szózat is
the considered the second national anthem of Hungary. The poet succeeded
in verbalizing the Hungarian psyche, in expressing how Hungarians felt
about themselves, their spirituality, their acceptance of good and bad fortunes. Nine years before the event, the poet also had a vision of the national
calamity following the defeat of the 1848-49 War of Independence. After
Görgey surrendered to the Russians at Világos, after the bravest and noblest
Hungarian generals were executed at Arad, Vörösmarthy sank into deep melancholy, from which he
never recovered. He died in Pest on 19 November 1855. His funeral two days later was attended by
hundreds of thousands of citizens. While it was not a state funeral in a country that had been reduced
to a province of the Austrian Empire, the Ferenc Deák, the main organizer, used it as a form of protest. It was the country’s first great funeral, something that the Hungarians grew to excel in, the last
one being the reburial in 1989 of 1956 Prime Minister Imre Nagy and his fellow ministers, who were
executed by Kádár in June of 1958.
The Magyars did not become Turkish even after a 150-year occupation. The Haynau’s carnage at Arad culminated in the Great Compromise
of 1867 that was followed by almost 50 years of peace, growth, and prosperity. Trianon gave rump-Hungary a reason to exist and to grow, and the
country even achieved envy status as the happiest barrack in the Soviet
camp during the 46 years of Soviet occupation. Perhaps Vörösmarthy
was overly pessimistic about the fatal apathy that he saw in the Hungarians, perhaps his words served as a warning to them to avert it.
Vörösmarthy was born to a noble Catholic family in Puszta-Nyék
Hazádnak rendületlenül…! (presently called Kápolnásnyék, home to this author’s maternal ancestors)
Sopron, 1956 okt. 22.
near Lake Velence in 1800. He was one of the reformers who sought to
local overprint made during emancipate the national vernacular from foreign influence. He and others
the 1956
wrote epic poems in hexameter. One such was Vörösmarthy’s epic, ZaHungarian Uprising
lán futása/Zalán’s Rout published in 1825. With this work, he proved
that he was the master of this genre in his time.


FROM THE DESK OF THE AUCTION CHAIRPERSON
by Emmerich Vamos

It is now almost ten years that I am servicing the auctions of our society. Before starting another decade, it may be very useful to review the past with some advice for the future.
Since 1997, we’ve held more than 40 auctions with each listing about 100 lots. In these, our
members as sellers were able to dispose of their holdings and as buyers could acquire the items needed for their collections at reasonable prices.
The auction chairperson is positioned between the seller and the buyer. The seller wants as
much money for his stamps as possible; the buyer plans to do the opposite and pay as little as possible. It is the task of the auction chairperson to protect the interests of both. Establishing a fair starting price (MB) is the secret to success. The starting price should be attractive to the buyer but should
never be at the level of the value published in the stamp catalogs. At catalog price, the buyer can purchase an item from the dealer without having paid the auction commission. Also, it would be useless
to begin a discussion about MNH and LH since prices for LH and MNH are not the same. Selling
hinged material after 1917 is very hard. Concerning used material, it is even harder if at all possible.
Auction houses usually establish a minimum bid of 50 to 75 % of the catalog prices. This is
what I am suggesting for our members. Most of us live in the USA, and we should use the Scott
numbers and not Michel, Zumstein or Yvert. The Hungarian catalog also contains very useful information, with prices considerably higher than those of Scott.
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Establishing a starting price for the 1918-1921 overprinted material, where forgeries abound,
merits a special mention. Because genuine material is scarce and experts are even harder to find, this
kind of material is sold AS IS without any guarantee for the seller or for the SHP. More or less, the
minimum bid given for these lots is based on a ratio of fakes vs. genuine copies in the lot. If, in my
mm less than expert opinion, the chances for finding genuine stuff in the lot are good, this will be
separately mentioned, but a definitive opinion should always come from an expert. I am sad to announce that the number 1 expert for overprinted material, Mr. Dezső Flasch passed away last December in Budapest. He was an outstanding, recognized authority for the 1918-21 material. His death is
a tremendous loss for Hungarian philately.
In the last years, we’ve sold collections and individual items with prices ranging between $5
and $3,300. We sold an 1874 used 3kr envelope-design stamp with 91/2 perforations. It was followed
by a used horizontal strip of 3 of the first Hungarian newspaper stamp. Then came the 1950 "Children" unissued printing, the 1951 lilac-pair, and an 1871 2 kr postal card with an added lithographed
10kr stamp. All of these items sold for very respectable prices. We sold a gold medal-winning hyperinflation collection of 200 covers, a collection of postal cards, and an one of newspaper stamps.
Our auction service offers a good opportunity to buy and sell Hungarian philatelic material
without leaving our homes. Times have changed. The good old days of the Nassau Street with more
than a dozen stamp dealers are over. The artifacts of those times are only the cards and covers with
prices marked on the back at 5 cents. In Los Angeles, in a metropolis with 14 million inhabitants,
you won’t find many shops and don't expect much from the dealer when you walk in with a want list
of Hungary. Maybe you can get some new issues if you need to wallpaper your home.
Quality is a must for a successful sale. People want perfect items for their money. Damaged,
second or third tier items have no chance of finding buyers. Don’t be surprise if such items are not
included in the auction. We have interest in any kind of philatelic material with the exception of
FDCs and new issues. Our experience shows that old catalogs, newspaper cutouts, out-of-date books,
pricelists are also unwanted material. INTERESTING is the best expression for describing the best
selling items. If you have "unusual" material for sale, please contact me before sending it to me.
In our auctions, I usually get bids from 20-25 members out of our membership of 190. The
number of consigners fluctuates between six and ten. I am happy to report that with one exception,
we haven’t had any problem with payments from our members. The exception was the ease of our
member from Russia, who sent a cash payment for the lots bought. His letter arrived without the
banknotes. After a second successful attempt to pay using a bank transaction, my letter containing
the lots didn't arrived in his country. There are serious problems with the postal services of the Eastern European states, including Hungary. Registration is always recommended. (Registration costs
US$7.80. The Post Office reimburses US$41.00 for a registered letter lost in the mail.)
Payment through Paypal is acceptable (emmevamos@aol.com) but please add 3.90% to the
total amount to compensate for Paypal charges. If paying by check, make your check payable for
Emmerich Vamos without mentioning SHP. Checks from a US bank should have the routing number
on the bottom.
Finally, if you have WANTLIST, send it to me. I may be able to find the source for the items
that you need. In this, we were very successful the last year. I was able to furnish one of our members with a lilac-pair ($1,500 ) and another with a UPU sheet ( $200 ).


MORE PHOTOS FROM WASHINGTON 2006

28

April - June 2006

Left: Alan Hoover making the SHP plaque presentation to our distinguished visitor, István Glatz.
Above: István Glatz presenting the Mabéosz gold
pin award to Alan Hoover.


FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY
Book #
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
to be announced

Volumes
1-3
4-6
7-9
10-12
13-15
16-18
19-21
22-24
25-27
28-30
31-32
33-

Years
1970-1972
1973-1975
1976-1978
1979-1981
1982-1984
1985-1987
1988-1990
1991-1993
1994-1996
1997-1999
2000-2001
2002- (new format)

Each book individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of 11 for $320.00.
Freight fees will be added to all orders. Order from:

H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,
e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org

WANTED: Covers franked
with the illustrated cancellation. Please contact Alain
Vailly, 24 rue du Clos des
Vignes, VERTUE, 44120
France.
The Editor, a.k.a. Grandpa, and Grandma proudly announce
the arrival of our third granddaughter, Lillian Jeanne, who
was born on May 22nd, weighing in at 8 pounds 3 ounces.

The 50th Anniversary of Hungary’s Freedom Fight

1956 - 2006

Cover from Canada commemorating the second anniversary
of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution

Society for Hungarian Philately commemorative cover remembering the
50th anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution in conjunction with
the Washington 2006 International Stamp Exhibition.
/A limited number of serviced covers are available for sale
to members who did not attend the show. Please contact the Editor./

