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The News of Hungarian Philately
THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER
by H. Alan Hoover

All seems quiet on the Hungarian philatelic scene from my inputs; but, as we all know, at this
time of year we all head back inside to our collections when the weather cools as it has here in the
Southern USA. I hope you all have a few moments to put aside your daily life and relax with your
collections again. I know I have not done that enough in the past several years and I am trying to
change that.
Last week I reviewed some of the links to philatelic sites from our website as well as to
other Hungarian ones. I was surprised to find many of them no longer active. It is such a shame; but
it can’t be because of interest I would think. Perhaps it is maintenance of the websites, the costs associated with that or just not enough time to do it anymore. Our society has suffered from this problem,
too. Our webmaster has done some basic changes to our website. Much more work is needed, and
we again seek your inputs. Send them directly to Matt webmaster@hungarianphilately.org and he
will put them into the discussion cue.
At our Executive Board meeting at Washington 2006, we discussed the impending postal rate
increases that every organization has been pre-warned about by the USPS. As such; our reflections
had to drift to the subject of a dues increase. You will find elsewhere included in this issue a notice
of the dues renewal with the new rates for 2007. Please recall that we have been one of the cheapest
societies around for many years, but the continuous increases in costs force us to implement this
change. You will also see that the dues structure reflects one rate for USA members and one rate for
the rest of the world. The extra postal fees to Canada have been subsidized for many years by the society at no cost increases to the Canadian members; but, unfortunately, we must make this change
now for the Canadian individuals also.
Annual membership: although many took advantage of our multiple year renewal offer in the
past, kindly note that 2007 may be the year you may need to renew if a notice is included with this
mailing. Gosh, I can’t believe time has gone by so fast since we first offered that!
A special note to our member Dr. Paul Szilagyi, who is recovering well from a liver transplant: we wish you continued and complete recovery and hope to have you authoring many new articles very soon!
As I mentioned in the last issue, we have changed our 2007 venue. We will be attending
CHICAGOPEX. It is in late November so the weather may be starting to cool, but the new location is
supposedly a vast improvement from the previous shows. I urge all of our exhibitors to consider
showing at this late event. We have a commitment from the organizers to provide us 50 frames for
exhibits, so I hope we can again rely on your participation in next year’s show. I look forward to it.

For now …. Ray, as always we will …. ‘Keep Stampin’!


KUDOS AND WELCOME
Congratulations to our members for their achievements in exhibiting. Lyman Caswell received a gold medal at Pipex and another gold medal at the APS Stampshow for the single frame exhibit 1953 Commemorative Postage Due Stamps of Hungary. Mr. Caswell also received a silver
medal and the ATA award at the Rocky Mountain Stamp Show for the exhibit Nikola Tesla and His
Competitors. Alfred F. Kugel participated at the APS Stampshow in the World Series of Philately
Prix d’Honneur with the exhibit Allied Intervention in the Boxer Uprising. Mr. Kugel also won vermeil medals in the competitive open category at the APS Stampshow with the multiple-frame exhibit
The Postal History of Montenegro 1874-1922 and with the single-frame exhibit United States Postal
Cards Sent by Registered Mail 1888-1955.
Welcome to our newest members: Mr. Peter Griffiths of Berkhamsted, England; Mrs. Karen M. Kring of Ortonville, MI; Mr. Mihaly Leitner of Montreal, Canada; Mr. Robert Obenland of
Boynton Beach, FL; Mr. Gary L. Osko of Corona, CA; Mr. John B. Schlaerth of Pasadena, CA;
Mr. Stephen L. Shelnutt of Arlington, VA; and K. J. Werner of Mesa, AZ.
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OFFICIAL EXPERT OF THE CROATIAN PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION
Berislav Sekelj announced that he had been named an official expert and is available to expertise stamps, postal stationeries, and postal history of Bosnia-Hercegovina, 1878-1918. Berislav
Sekelj’s postal address is Bukovacka cesta 12 A, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia. His e-mail address is
berislav.sekelj@zg.t-com.hr.


MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS FOR 2007 ARE DUE NOW
Please check the address label for the expiration date of your membership. If the top of the
label reads “…through 2006” then you will need to renew your membership for the next year.
Please use the enclosed form and return envelope and send your payment to our treasurer,

Wes Learned, P.O. Box 802, Powell, WY 82435-0802 USA.
Due to increased printing costs as well as the anticipated postal rate increase, the Executive
Board voted that the new membership fees will be $18 for US residents and $25 for the rest of the
world. The membership fee can also be paid via PayPal to the SHP account handled by our treasurer. The address of that account is
treasurershp@wir.net.
If paying by PayPal, please send an additional $1 to cover the service charge. So, PayPal
payments for US residents are $19; for the rest of the world, $26.
Thank you for continuing to support our Society!


HUNGARICA NEW ISSUE FROM CANADA
The Canada Post issued a souvenir envelope on October 12th commemorating the 50th anniversary of the arrival of the 40,000 56er Hungarian refugees. The envelope bears an imprint of the
‘Freedom for Hungary-Freedom for All’ monument erected in Toronto in 1966. The envelope is
strictly a postal souvenir: it does not have any postal validity. It was released in an edition of 10,000
copies and sold for CAN$2.50. For information on purchasing, see the website www.canadapost.ca.

The editor’s father standing in front of the ‘Freedom for
Hungary - Freedom for All’ monument currently located
in Toronto’s Wells Hill Park. (Photo taken in 1967.)
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ANTI-TRIANON PROPAGANDA POSTCARDS
by Alfred F. Kugel
As clearly detailed in an article written some ten years ago by our esteemed editor, the Hungarian people were strongly opposed to the terms of the Trianon Treaty (named after one of the palaces in the area of Versailles, France where the document was signed) that the government was forced
to accept in 1920. As a result of that agreement under duress, the primary thrust of national policy in
the period between the two World Wars was to reverse or ameliorate some of its harsher terms which
stripped away 72% of the territory and 64% of the population of the pre-1918 Hungary, leaving over
3 million ethnic Magyars living as minority citizens in other countries.
The protests took on many forms, but the one on which we are focused here is the issuance of
several sets of multicolored postcards in the 1930s that had highly patriotic themes and served as vivid reminders to the citizens of the travails of their country. For this purpose, we have identified two
sets of 10 cards issued by the Ereklyés Országzászló Nagybizottsága (Association of the Homeland
Flag Shrines). The first, I have elected to call the “1937 series” to reflect the fact that it is the earliest
date of a postmark that I have seen on one of the cards. The second is called the “1939 series” since
that is the date printed on one of the cards. In the case of the 1937 series, however, there are two different address sides. Nine of the cards are relatively plain while the tenth (showing Trianon as Hungary’s grave) has two maps and a good deal of text (see Figures 1 and 2 for examples). The actual
patriotic images of these cards were pictured in the 1995 article published in The News and will not
be repeated here.

Figure 1. The address side of the 1937-series cards
issued by the Ereklyés Országzászló Nagybizottsága.

Figure 2. The address side of the 1938-series cards
issued by the Ereklyés Országzászló Nagybizottsága.

The second series of cards was issued in 1939. It had a completely new set of images, although the address side was essentially similar to that used for most of the 1937 cards (see Figures 3
through 12). In the case of this set, however, a patriotic slogan was added there to each of the ten
cards. The translations of these by our editor are listed below:
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1939. Hungarian on guard. Hungarian destiny.
Hungarian unity.
Hungarian happiness. Hungarian sorrow.
Liberation.
The Hungarian future calls to awaken.
The refugees of Trianon demand justice.

9. The Hungarian bled in the defense of the West for
centuries.
10. Hungarian security. Two have replaced a hundred.
11. Because of ancient virtues, Hungarians always rose
anew.
12. The nation of St. Stephen. Greatness and Peace.

Of course, during the 1938-1941 period Hungary was able to recover portions of the lost territories. These included parts of Upper Hungary and Ruthenia from Czechoslovakia, Northern Transylvania from Romania and Bácska from Jugoslavia. Thus, it appeared that some of the harshest of
the Trianon provisions had at last been overcome. However, it was not to be! The 1920 borders were
essentially reinstated at the end of World War II – and Czechoslovakia even obtained an additional bit
of territory to the south of Bratislava. Nevertheless, these cards give a graphic reminder of the trauma
inflicted on the Hungarians during the inter-war period as well as provide us with outstanding examples of propaganda art.
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Figure 3. 1939. 1939. Magyar őrszem. Magyar hivatás. /
Hungarian on guard. Hungarian destiny.

Figure 4. Magyar egység. / Hungarian unity.

Figure 5. Magyar öröm. Magyar bánat. /
Hungarian happiness. Hungarian sorrow.

October-December 2006
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Figure 6. Felszabadulás. / Liberation.

Figure 7. Ébreszt a magyar jövő. /
The Hungarian future calls to awaken.

Figure 8. Trianon vándorai igazságért kiáltanak. /
The refugees of Trianon demand justice.
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Figure 9. Évszázadokon át a Nyugat védelmében vérzett a magyar. /
The Hungarians bled in defense of the West for centuries.

Figure 10. Magyar biztonság. Ketten jöttek egy század helyébe. /
Hungarian security. Two have replaced a hundred.

Figure 11. Az ősi erény jogán mindenkor feltámadt újra Magyarország.
Because of ancient virtues, Hungary always rose anew.

October-December 2006
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Figure 12. Szent István országa. Nagyság és béke. /
The nation of St. Stephen. Greatness and Peace.
References:
Kugel, Alfred F., Patriotic Cards for the Reunification of Hungary,
News of Hungarian Philately, Sept-Oct. 1975, Vol. 6, No. 5.
Kohalmi, Csaba L., Trianon, 1920-1995, The News of Hungarian
Philately, Apr-Jun 1995, Vol. 26, No. 2.


ANSWER TO THE QUESTION, PART 1
by Martin Rhein

In the April-May 2006 issue of The News, Judy Kennett requested information about the
Roman numeral IV cancellation found on a cover to Valparaiso, Chile.
I had the same problem; I know of two other covers with the same cancellations. One cover
is illustrated below. After consulting with a German expert of Chilean postal history, I can confirm
that the cancellation was used in Valparaiso. On page 60 of the book, The Postmarks of Valparaiso
by M. Rego & J. C. West, we can read that these cancellations represent the time of collection, but it
can be also a distribution mark. Theses marks were used only in the year 1896. Other cancellations
with XII and perhaps IX also exist. Of course, we can also find Hungarian letters from 1896 to Valparaiso, Chile without these cancellations.

Correctly franked international rate letter sent from Budapest on 29 November 1895 to Valparaiso, Chile.
The letter arrived in Valparaiso on 4 January 1896.
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ANSWER TO THE QUESTION, PART 2
by Judy Kennett

Emmerich Vamos also kindly sent some comments in response to the publication of my
question in the journal, about the Roman numeral ‘IV’ on a cover sent from Hungary in 1896 (page
11 of the April-June 2006 issue of The News of Hungarian Philately).
He commented that the book The Postmarks of Valparaiso by M. Rego and J. C. West
show two markings, IX and XII. The marking IV on my cover and on Martin Rhein’s was not recorded previously. The authors observed that the numerals in circles probably represented times of
collection. Emmerich felt that the marking IV (for 4:00AM?) would necessitate a reconsideration of
this statement. He thinks that the numerals in circles are forerunners of the well-known U 1-12 (urbano) markings, which are shown in the book. The markings I-XII were used only in 1896; the recorded usage of the ‘urbano’ markings, with one exception, started in 1897. The original, very primitive stamping devices were replaced by something better at that time.
It is Emmerich’s opinion that both sets of markings – the Roman numerals I-XII in circles
and the U 1-12 type represent the postal districts of Valparaiso where the mail was to be delivered or
were assigned to the postmen who were making the deliveries. The scarcity of these markings is also
explained in the book – they were applied only to the article of mail on the top of a bundle. Subsequently, I have seen illustrated another cover sent to Senor Pozo, this one from Zagreb also in 1896,
and it did not have the marking IV applied.


WHAT I SAW ON EBAY
by Csaba L. Kohalmi
Simon Barb pointed out a recent listing on eBay that was purported to be a flown 1918 airmail cover. Unfortunately, the cover was a fake but it was a rather clever forgery. It was franked correctly, cancelled with the Budapest 4 L.L.z. cds, and had a Vienna arrival backstamp. Another similar cover was sold recently at a Profila auction. That particular cover was correctly identified as a
forgery. Simon also stated that he had purchased a nearly identical cover previously from a very reputable collector. At the time, both he and the collector believed that the cover was genuine. Now that
the scales fell off his eyes, Simon identified the tell-tale signs of the fake:
 The cover is in rather good-looking condition,
 The ink is shiny rather than the smudgy gray color usual to the time,
 The layout of the stamps on the cover is set at angles to the horizontal,
 The date on the covers is July 7, 1918, one of the rarer dates but not the scarcest.

Fake airmail cover offered on eBay for the 7 July 1918 flight.

While these covers are not genuine, they are not without value. The Profila lot went for about
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US$40 while the eBay item fetched around $80. Caveat emptor! Let the buyer beware!
Our auction chairperson Emmerich Vamos offered an unusual item. It was an essay of the UPU stamp that was re-issued in
1950 with a 3Ft face value and is listed as Scott No. C81. The essay, of which less than a dozen were printed at the request of Comrade K, showed the date ‘1950’ in the upper right corner in lieu of
‘1949.’ This stamp was mentioned in a 1978 issue of the Filatéliai
Szemle, the organ of the Hungarian Stamp Collectors National Association. There was no explanation given at that time for its existence. The lucky buyer was another SHP member!
Comrade K was responsible for other philatelic shenanigans, including the retention of halfprinted copies of the stamp that was supposed to be issued for Hungary’s winning the 1954 World
Soccer Championship. Unfortunately, the team lost to West Germany in the final game by a score of 3 to 2; and the stamp production was halted. Copies of this ‘stamp’ came on the philatelic market in the early 1990s.
Another gem of Hungarian philately that was offered for sale
recently was a complete set of the 1947 Roosevelt stamps (Scott
No. B198A-D, CB1-C) in IMPERFORATE small sheets of 25. It
boggles my mind just to think of how many sets of these stamps
could have been preserved in full sheets. One? Five? Maybe 10?
The sheets came from the estate of the late Herbert Klein,
who was a member of SHP and served as our auction chairperson in the early 1980s. The seller was
SHP member Endre Krajcsovics. The lot received multiple bids below the seller’s reserve and did
not sell at first but was re-listed and sold for US$3,000 to another lucky SHP member. The 2006
Hungarian catalog values the set of imperforate sheets at 1 million forints (roughly US$4,545).


LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Csaba,
I well remember seeing news of the Soviets moving tanks into Budapest in 1956. I was 14
years old at the time and had wandered into our “den” where news was being shown on television.
The announcer said “Russian tanks rolled into Budapest today...” and the scene was of a tank rolling
into a square, making a turn and then rocking to a stop. For some reason, that image was burned into
my memory and was probably the reason for my response in 1987 when I was asked if I’d like to participate in a teacher’s exchange program: “I’d kill to go to Budapest!” Perhaps my response was a bit
of an exaggeration, but it did show my enthusiasm. It turned out that I did not get to go until the fall
of 1990. But, I was there during the last year of the occupation by Soviet forces. We seldom saw any
sign of them until the following spring when, just before they were to be shipped back to Russia, we
began to see some of the younger soldiers on Castle Hill (just kids, most of them). I actually did
some trading with a few of them and got some of their insignia right off their uniforms. They were
desperate to raise a little bit of real money before their return. One of them even sold me a “gold”
ring for $5. I knew what it was, but I also knew he was returning to a place more grim than the one
he was leaving; and that the little bit of money would do him more good than it was doing me. Mind
you: I was not in favor of the occupation, but these were kids so young that I doubt they even shaved,
and I felt a bit sorry for them. Times had changed since 1956.
So, I was quite pleased to read your brief report of your experiences there during the revolution of 1956. Thank you for the article! Are you planning on returning there for the observation of
the 50th anniversary this October? Perhaps I would not kill to go there, but I really would like to go.
I remember watching the marchers from the Technical University when I was there in 1990 and
would like to be there and see the events on the 50th anniversary.
Regards,
Mike Rigsby
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A CROWNING MYSTERY
by Paul Richter, M.D.

On December 30, 1916, Charles Habsburg and his wife Zita of Bourbon-Parma were crowned
King and Queen of Hungary. As Charles the IVth (IV. Károly), along with his wife Zita, they were
destined to be the last crowned head of the Magyars (at least up till now).
The ceremony took place in the Cathedral of Mathias Corvinus on Buda Hill close to the
Royal Palace. Charles wore the coronation cloak that, according to tradition, was embroidered in
1031 by Queen Gisella, the wife of Hungary’s first king, St. Stephen. The sword Charles wore was
supposed Attila’s, but it is also said to have belonged to St. Stephen. Hungary’s ancient crown, given
to St. Stephen by Pope Sylvester II for the coronation on December 31, 1000, was placed on Charles’
head by the Prince Primate of the Hungarian Catholic Church. According to custom, Zita was
touched on the right shoulder with St. Stephen’s crown to signify her accession as Queen.
Hungarians are aware of the existence and the significance of St. Stephen’s Crown. Those
who have seen or collected stamps over the last 135 years are familiar with it. What had intrigued me
over the years was the crown Zita was wearing, depicted on the photographs accompanying this article and on the stamp issued for her coronation. Where did it originate, who if anyone else had worn it
before, and what happened to it?
The official coronation photograph shown on the left depicts
King Charles IV wearing St.
Stephen’s Crown, covered with
the coronation cloak, and holding
the scepter. Next to him is the
four-year old Crown Prince Otto.
Zita is wearing a magnificent
crown with a cross on top encrusted with multiple diamonds
and pearls.

Official coronation photograph of
King Charles, Queen Zita, and
Crown Prince Otto.

A more detailed photograph of the crown taken around 1900 was provided by the Kunsthistorisches
Museum in Vienna. I originally inquired about the crown at the Imperial Treasury in Vienna and received a reply from Dr. Franz Kirchweger. He stated that in 1918, when the Habsburgs went into exile, they were allowed to take their ‘private’ jewelry with them. The crown was apparently considered private and thus is no longer in the Treasury and its current whereabouts are not known. He
added the following description from a 1913 guide to the Imperial Treasury:
The Crown was originally made for the Empress Maria Anna (1803-1884), the wife of
Ferdinand I, who abdicated in 1848. It was later altered and used for the coronation in
1867 of Queen Elisabeth of Hungary, the wife of King Franz Joseph (who was also Emperor of Austria, 1848-1916). The diamonds on the crown once formed part of the private jewels of Empress Maria Theresa of Austria (1717-1780). The crown’s value at
that time was estimated at three million kronen..
The crowned Queen appeared twice of Hungarian stamps (Scott nos. 104, 131-132) (and, ironically,
appeared only once, without a crown, on a stamp of Austria, Scott No. MB2). The Hungarian stamps,
of course, were widely overprinted during the Occupation-era.
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Above: Photo of the Crown. Right: Queen Zita wearing
the Crown. /Crown photo reproduced by permission of
Ilse Jung, Dept. of Reproduction Rights, Vienna Kuntshistorisches Museum, Negative No. A 1129./

1916 Hungarian Coronation stamps.

The Hungarian Coronation issue was released at midnight on December 29, 1916. It consisted of two stamps, a 10 fillér value depicting
Queen Zita looking forwards the front and left, and a
15 fillér value showing Charles looking towards the
right of the viewer. The 10f stamp was printed in
violet; the 15f, in red. Both stamps carried watermark VII that consisted on multiple vertical apostolic crosses. The issue was produced by typography,
and 1,100,000 sets were released to the public.
These were the first Hungarian stamps where a special cancel was used on the day of issue.

Coronation Day cancellation used on December 30, 1916.

I was always amazed by how ugly and primitive-looking these stamps were in contrast to
other, usually excellent and beautifully-produced issues. After reading the reports of the philatelic
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publications and other news of the day, it turns out that I am not alone in this observation. How were
these abominations created?
The Post Office had a very short time from the planning to the release of the stamps (between
December 5th and 29th, 25 days). (It should be noted that King Franz Joseph died only 39 before the
Charles-Zita coronation.) Because of time constraints, only three artists were approached to provide
designs. Initially, the stamps were to be produced by engraving. The artists were given only 14 days
to produce their designs. On December 19th, the designs presented by Gyula Pethely were chosen.
It was at that time that the disaster started to unfold. The method of production was changed
from engraving to typography, again because of lack of time. The colors were also switched. Originally, the Zita stamp was supposed to be red while the Charles stamp was to be violet. Because of the
larger than usual demand, the production quantity was increased from 500,000 to 1,100,000. As a result, three different printings were made, each ending up with shifts of color intensity and blurring of
the images. Interestingly, while the stamps were not subject to forging, the coronation cancels were
because of high demand. According to the A magyar bélyegek monográfiája, these forgeries appeared during the first days of January 1917 and fetched over 80 times the actual value of the two
stamps combined. The Post Office took notice of this and by May 1917 started a program of selling
coronation cancels for a significant surcharge. Part of the revenue was used for charity.
We are told that the monthly salary of a provincial school teacher at that time was 180-200
korona. Some of these post hoc convenience cancels ended up costing much more than that. Such
cancelled stamps were identified with the rubber-stamped abbreviation P.J.B. either on the left or the
upper right corners of the stamps. The abbreviation stood for Postás Jóléti Bizottság / Postal Welfare
Commission. The stamps were eventually withdrawn from circulation on December 31, 1917.
It was rumored that the artist broke down and cried when he saw what the printers had done
with his creation. Publications of the time were wringing their hands over the ugly and inept product,
which they called a scandalous slap in the face of the Hungarian printing industry. So, the revulsion
was universal. There is no record of the Royal pair’s opinion of the stamps.

Coronation souvenir post card issued by the Ministry of War to raise funds for widows and orphans. This particular example was machine cancelled with the commemorative coronation cancellation on 30 December 1916
and was sent with to München on 24 March 1917 from Magyaróvár. The reverse side of the card carried a facsimile handwritten message from the royal couple: ‘A magyar szent koronával való megkoronázásunk ünnepnapján szívböl köszöntjük kedvelt Magyarországunk hős katonáit és kitartó hűséges népét. Budapesten 1916 év
December hó 30ik napján. Zita Károly’. Translation: On the happy day of our coronation with the Hungarian Holy Crown, we send our heartfelt greetings to our favorite Hungary’s heroic soldiers and enduring faithful
people. In Budapest in the year 1916 December month 30th day. Zita Károly.

The second and last series of stamps with the portraits of the
royal pair was put into circulation on August 26, 1818. The
series consisted of six stamps: the 10, 15, 20, and 25 fillér values bore the likeness of the King wearing the Crown of St.
Stephen, while the 40 and 50 fillér values showed the Queen
wearing the Habsburg-origin crown. Two additional values
showing Zita were planned (45 & 90 fillér), but in the closing
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days of World War I and the twilight of the monarchy, the series could not be completed as planned.
After being overprinted with the word ‘Köztársaság’ (‘Republic,’ issued on November 23, 1918), the
stamps were retired on December 31, 1920. There were other overprints, too, but that’s the subject of
an occupation-era discussion.
These stamps showing an excellent likeness of the royal pair were of much higher quality
than the coronation issue. Apparently, there were no major variations of color or other details. According to the accounting given by the State Printing Office, the lowest denomination (10f) was the
most plentiful with 48,945,600 copies printed. This was a huge printing even from today’s perspective. However, one must remember that the population of the Dual Monarchy was 51 million at the
time. The ‘rarest’ stamp was the 15f value with only 550,000 printed. The watermark again was the
multiple apostolic cross and the stamps were perforated 15.

Philatelic registered cover
sent from Pozsony on 3 December 1918 bearing the
full Károly-Zita set with
Köztársaság overprint.

After the military defeat of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, Charles abdicated (November
11, 1918 for Austria, November 12th for Hungary). Charles and Zita were sent into exile in Switzerland. With the support of monarchist sympathizers in Hungary, Charles made two attempts to regain
the Hungarian throne in 1921. Following the second attempt in October 1921 during which he got as
far as Budaörs in the outskirts of Budapest, he was taken prisoner and transported by a British monitor from Hungary. The restoration attempts prompted mobilization by the Czechoslovak and Rumanian armies for a re-occupation of Hungary. Charles was send to the Portuguese island of Madeira
aboard the British warship Cardiff. He suffered from a deep depression that probably contributed to
his ill health. He died of pneumonia on Saturday, April 1st, 1922. He was not quite the age of 35.
After many travails, Queen Zita settled first in Belgium and then for the last 30 years of her life in
Switzerland. After the death of her husband, she never wore any color other than black. She died at
the age of 97 in March 14, 1989 in Zizers, Switzerland and was interred in the Habsburg vault of the
Vienna’s Capuchin Church. Charles was buried in the Senhore do Monte chapel (Our Lady of the
Mount) in Funchal on the island of Madeira. Because of Austrian state laws, Charles’ remains cannot
be returned to the traditional resting place of the Habsburgs. Their eldest son, Otto von Habsburg, is
a highly regarded statesman, a member of the European Parliament, and an expert in international relations. Having inherited his mother longevity, he is 94 years old.
/I visited the Capuchin Church in June 1989 shortly after Zita’s death. Her simple wooden
coffin lay in the corner of the chapel covered with flowers and wreaths. The majority of tributes were wrapped with red-white-green ribbon, the Hungarian national colors. Ed./
Thus, we know most of the history of the crown worn by Queen Zita, but the mystery as to
what happened to it is known probably only to the Habsburg family.
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Left: Charles and Zita with the children in exile. Right: The royal residence in Madeira.

Left: The royal couple kneeling at the field mass held near Budaörs during the second restoration attempt in
1921. Right: Zita, wearing black after the death of Charles, and the children at play.
.

Left: Zita’s residence in Belgium

Right: Zita with the children.

As a footnote, the stated value of the crown with respect to the teacher’s salary mentioned before was 15,000 times greater. Using the figures given for Austrian teachers’ salaries in 1992
(USDE-National Center for Education Statistics), I attempted to extrapolate the current value of the
crown. The average primary teacher’s salary was US$28,125; the average secondary teacher’s salary
was US$30,431. After multiplying these figures were 15,000, the approximate value of the Habsburg
crown in 1992 dollars would be 422 to 456 million US dollars. To bring this valuation up to date in
2006 dollars, one would have to add 36% more making the valuation in the range of 574 to 620 million US dollars.
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Left: The Royal Palace in Buda. Right: The Royal Palace Guard in uniforms from the 15th century.
Acknowledgements:
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MEMORIES OF HUNGARY, 1956
by Csaba L. Kohalmi
As a part of his European trip, President Bush paid a visit to Budapest last June to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution. The timing was a bit premature since the visit
preceded most of the actual anniversary celebrations; but, then, America’s fall election campaign
would be in full swing in October, so the President had to jump the gun. It was ironic, wrote Washington columnist Jules Witcover, that the President would be laying a wreath at the 1956 memorial
and congratulating the Hungarians for having stood for freedom in 1956 when the then current Republican administration of President Eisenhower decided that it could not risk a military confrontation
with Moscow over Hungary. That particular “American administration proved to be a toothless tiger
in its agitation for resistance among what the Republican right wing repeatedly called the captive nations of Central and Eastern Europe… The Eisenhower administration eased its conscience by undertaking a massive airlift of Hungarians crossing into Austria…”

Left: President and Mrs. Bush in Budapest viewing the Holy Crown accompanied by Hungarian Prime Minister
Gyurcsányi. Right: President Bush laying a wreath at the 1956 Memorial in Parliament Square.
/ Photos from the website of the Magyar Nemzet Online. /
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Dear reader, this bitterness is inherent in every Hungarian escapee from 1956. While we are
thankful for having been admitted to the United States (or to other Free World countries) and for the
opportunities granted us because of the nature of this Republic, the bitterness lingers, even after 50
year, because of the political doublespeak. We left our native country for peace of mind, and yes, we
are doing all right /lyrics from the Moody Blues, Seventh Sojurn/, but we also left a land of George
Orwell’s 1984 and we don’t need to hear double-speak any more even if comes from the mouths of
the leaders of the Free World!
Despite the country’s membership in the European Union and in NATO, Hungarian citizens
are not allowed visa-free travel to the United States. A visa application costs over US$100, still a
significant sum for Hungarians. It was hoped that President Bush would allow visa-free travel as a
token present during his visit to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the revolution, but such largesse did not happen. Too bad! Five years ago (before 9/11) my cousin and her husband wanted to
attend the wedding of my daughter in Indianapolis. They were denied a visa because they didn’t have
a job (they’re self-employed). I had to ask for help from Indiana Senator Lugar’s office so they could
attend the family event. Needless to say, they had to pay the visa application fee twice, but they made
it to the weeding with the caveat stamped into their passports that they were to attend the wedding in
Indianapolis only and that they were not to apply for another visa for ten years! Bummer!
As far as revolutions go, the 1956 Hungarian uprising was a magnificent failure. The nation
was spontaneously united for a brief period of time in eliminating the terrorist state that oppressed
people’s lives for the previous nine years. However, the events in the street quickly outstripped the
Nagy government’s ability to guide or to control them. The Western world was quite unprepared and
unwilling to respond while Moscow readily reacted with military might. The unfortunate, last gasp of
the West’s imperialist, colonialist mentality also helped to seal Hungary’s fate. By attacking Egypt
and occupying the Mediterranean entrance to the Suez Canal, Britain and France diverted attention
from the Soviet aggression in Hungary. In the Communist world, however, following Chairman
Mao’s urging to react forcefully, Khruschev checked in with Jugoslavia’s Tito, who voiced no objections to the proposed invasion. Even President Eisenhower acquiesced indirectly by stating the United States did not have designs on making Hungary a Western ally.
With the eyes of a 10-year old, I did not see defeat as a possibility. My parents, however,
were ready to make the move to freedom if the revolution floundered. I remember running into my
grandfather in the street in the closing days of October as he jokingly asked me if we had our passports yet. When we heard reports of Soviet tank columns moving into Hungary and heading towards
Budapest from the Hungarian-language broadcasts of the BBC, we started our journey towards the
Austrian border sans passports. (There had been a lot written about the ‘agitation’ broadcasts of Radio Free Europe. I don’t think that they contributed to the outbreak of the revolution but they surely
fostered a false hope of Western support. The quality and pragmatism of BBC’s broadcasts far exceeded those of the Voice of America. Interestingly, both the BBC and the Voice of America have
now ceased to broadcast in Hungarian.)
To me, the flight to West was a big adventure. In retrospect, I’m sure that my parents were
beside themselves with uncertainty and insecurity having left ‘home’ with barely the clothes on our
backs and heading into an uncertain future. As we were about to cross into no-man’s land, my father
urged me to pick up a handful of dirt from the last foothold of Hungarian soil that we crossed. I still
have it. Luckily for us, the mechanical barrier was removed from where we were crossing. This was
in response to the temporary thaw in the Cold War that led to the Big Four Summit in Geneva in 1955
and to the ratification of the Austrian Peace Treaty. Others were not so lucky. The late Anthony
Muller related to me the story of his parents’ crossing a canal over a single beam of wood while carrying him, a two-year old toddler. We crossed into Austria on the evening of 5 November 1956,
amongst the first 5,000 refugees to do so. Other than being tired and my mother’s feet having been
blistered from ill-fitting shoes, we were happy to plop down after our 20-kilometer hike near the redwhite-red Austrian flags that the locals were instructed to plant in order to mark the border. The
farmer and his family who boarded us for the night spoke Hungarian. The Austrian gendarme who
‘booked’ us the following day also spoke broken Hungarian. After all, we had entered Burgenland,
formerly Western Hungary/Lajtabánság. By the next time I visited Burgenland in 1989, I did not hear
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a single word of Hungarian spoken in the area around Kismarton/Eisenstadt. David Miles sent pictures from his collection of 1956 memorabilia that showed an exhausted Hungarian family spending
their first night of freedom in an Austrian farmhouse.

Left: Austrian stamp (Scott no. 650) issued for the 1960 World Refugee Year depicting a Hungarian family fleeing in deep snow. Right: United Nations news photo sent by David Miles showing an exhausted Hungarian
family spending the night in a border farm house before being taken to a collection camp.

At the first collection point in Deutschjahrndorf, we met up with several students from the agricultural college of Mosonmagyaróvár. They planned to immigrate together to Argentina to become
farmers. From our home town of Lábatlan II/Piszke we learned that eventually twelve people fled.
Through a chance encounter in Camp Kilmer, we established contact with one family after we settled
in the Midwest. One of the other couples was not so lucky. They were denied entry into the United
States because the man had to join the Communist Party in order to complete his engineering education. They ended up in Cuba because the woman’s brother lived there, having been stranded there after World War II. He was a missionary later imprisoned by Castro and released in the 1980s only
through the efforts of Amnesty International. The couple eventually had to flee Cuba in 1962 and settled in the US. They became refugees twice having to experience another harrowing escape across
the open sea to the Florida Keys.
All in all, approximately 200,000 Hungarians fled.
About 20,000 escaped through Jugoslavia, the rest
through Austria. Austria was ill-prepared for the influx
of such a large number of refugees who kept coming
though the spring of 1957. At the same time, Austrian
state security had to be vigilant of Communist agents that
crossed over and blended in with the refugees. Nevertheless, the Austrian public was very kind to the refugees. I
witnessed countless occasions of women on the street
pressing coins into the hands of children. The photographer who took my picture for my US green card gave me
ten schillings. While camp life was boring, we had a bit
of excitement keeping track of the Hungarian team at the
Melbourne Olympics. At one point, we were given
‘work’ folding paper ballots and stuffing them into envelopes. Each family was allocated a quota of boxes and
the small compensation allowed us to buy a few sweets at
the local delicatessen. Other camps must have had similar ‘projects’ for I encountered the illustrated ‘camp monHaid refugee camp ‘script’ offered on e-Bay. ey’ from February 1957 offered on e-Bay.
The outpouring of generosity was world-wide. It would be impossible to sum it up in a few
sentences. Tons of clothing was contributed and distributed to the refugees. Again, I’m relying on a
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news photograph from David Miles to symbolize the extent of the effort in aiding refugees.
We arrived in Newark, New Jersey on 16 December
1956 and spent the next few days at the distribution center for
Hungarian refugees in Camp Kilmer. On December 21, we
boarded a train to Indianapolis, arriving the next evening in the
midst of the Christmas rush. We were placed under the care of
the local Unitarian Service Committee headed by the Rev. Jack
Mendelsohn. Via the internet, I was able to find documents regarding my parents placement interviews in the archives of the
Yale University Library. We were aided by numerous local
Hungarians, some of whom emigrated in the 1920s, some following World War II. Soon, other ’56-ers would start to arrive.
Assimilation into American society was difficult at first due to
the language barrier. But, more on this subject in the next issue!
UP wire photo of Ildiko, Csilla, and Guenevere, daughters of Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Pulvari of Washington, D.C. display one of the
5,832 suits of winter underwear sent on 14 November 1956 by the
American Junior Red Cross for Hungarian children in Austria.
The Pulvari family escaped from Hungary in 1947.


LETTER TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
Dear Mr. Hoover:
I would like to thank the Executive Board for the honor bestowed upon me with a Lifetime
Membership in our society. It hardly seems that thirty years have passed since I first joined.
The News of Hungarian Philately has been a tremendous help over the years in explaining
and clarifying many aspects of our passion for Hungarian philately. I would like to thank all those
who have made our newsletter the outstanding reference source that it has become. I am very fond of
our actions which have helped me in acquiring new material.
I enjoyed having the opportunity to meet many of our members for the first time at the Washington stamp show and being able to share with an interested audience, my success with the csendőr
postal items. I also had the opportunity to make some new contacts and acquire a few items. It was a
spectacular event.
Again thank you for this honor and I wish all of you much success in collecting.
I remain sincerely yours,
Zoltán v. Kőrössy


CORRECTIONS FOR THE JULY-SEPTEMBER 2006 ISSUE
by Csaba L. Kohalmi
We extend our apologies to Jan-Jaap de Weerd for the messed-up illustrations accompanying his scholarly article of World War II markings from the Vienna censorship office. Starting on
page 12 of the newsletter with Figure 13, the text boxes and pictures pasted into them began to
change size randomly. As a result, the text for Figure 14 was partially obscured and should have
been as follows:
Figure 14. Postcard from Kalocsa mailed on 14 July 1944 to Croatia. The
detail shows the Reimer G-40 machine transit stamp.

The same problem occurred with Figure 20, but the interference there was minimal.
Several other illustrations were cut down in size. This happened to Figures 18, 22, and 23, in
all of which a small part of the bottom of the picture is missing. The truncated picture problem al-

so appeared on pages 20, 21, and 22 on which several stamps and the illustration of the Szabad Komárom newspaper are missing the lower portions of the pictures. The Red Army
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medal on page 22 also obscured the first words on The Editor’s Notes column that should
have read “Washington 2006 was an unqualified success…”


LAJTABÁNSÁG WESTERN HUNGARY
by Csaba L. Kohalmi
Several of interesting items came across my desk recently. The first one was a group of the
second series stamps, four different values, on a registered cover sent in by Dr. Ferenc Nagy from
Vienna, Austria. He purchased the cover from a local collector and wanted to share his happy acquisition with fellow collectors. The letter was posted in Rétfalu (currently named Wiesen) on 5 October
1921 bearing four different values of the skull-and-crossbones overprint prepared by the Ostenburg
detachment to ‘commemorate’ the Battle of Ágfalva. The reverse side of the envelope carried a transit cds from Bonyhád from October 8th and an arrival cancellation from the postal agency at Kakasd
on October 9th. The 3,50K rate was correctly paid in accordance with the existing tariff structure
(distance letter: 1K; registration: 2,50K).

Left: Cover from Rétfalu bearing 8 stamps
from the second issue.
Above: 500f postage
due stamp with 9 1/2
and 12 1/2 perforation
gauges.

The second item was a copy of the 500 fillér postage due stamp from the so-called Prónay
set. This particular stamp was perforated 91/2 x 91/2 while the regularly seen perforations measure 12
1
/2 x 121/2. Chris Brainard looked at the scan of the stamp and did not see anything wrong with it
such as having been re-perforated or having faked perforation applied to an imperforate stamp (these
stamps are not known to exist imperforate). Does anyone have any similar stamps? Let us know!
The third item was also from the Prónay-series. It’s an orange color proof of the 50K value of which 300 to 400 copies
were printed. This particular stamp showed the ‘twin towers’
printing variety that occurs once per sheet. Since this stamp was
printed in sheets of 60, five to seven sheets altogether, this particular variety stamp is one of 5 to 7 possible examples that exist.
‘Twin towers’ variety on the 50K stamp from the Prónay-series, orange
color proof.
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THE EDITOR’S NOTES
by Csaba L. Kohalmi
It is with regret that we note the passing of David
Malyon of Great Britain. David was very active in the Hungarian Philatelic Society of Great Britain and was a member of
SHP at one point in time in the 1980s. He contributed multiple articles for this newsletter. Hungarian perfins were the
chief love of his collecting life. He will be remembered for
editing and publishing Vojtěch Maxa’s Catalogue of the Perfins of Hungary.
The news of István Gazda’s death reached us in
September. Mr. Gazda was a prominent philatelist in Hungary, and international exhibitor and judge. He had written
countless articles for the American Philatelist on many subjects such as the Polish internees’ mail in Hungary during
World War II, postal censorship, and the political changes in
Eastern Europe in the late 1980s. I had the pleasure of meeting him during Pacific 97 in San Francisco. He had been a
guest of Bob Morgan on other occasions as well. He was 84years old.
Photograph of Mr. and Mrs. Gazda at the Hungarian Freedom Fight memorial in Los Angeles’s MacArthur
Park taken in June 1997 by Bob Morgan.

Bob Jensen sent in a news clipping reporting that the Danish firm Nordfrim had purchased
the Philatelia Hungarica company. Nordfrim is based in Otteerup, Denmark, and employs more than
100 personnel. Previously, it had bought other well-known stamp firms such as the Filatelia International, Teodore Champion of Paris, and Lauri Peltonen of Finland.
According to the Michel-Runschau, the tally of postage stamp issues worldwide for 2004
was 11,356 stamps and souvenir sheets. This number was about 500 less than in the previous year.
Hungary’s contribution to the total was 149 stamps and 8 souvenir sheets. These issues vaulted Hungary into the 9th positions of most prolific stamp issuers in 2004! The face value of the emissions by
the Hungarian Post was US$73. All of this reverses a decade-long trend that the Hungarian Post had
become a conservative stamp issuing entity. Too bad!
Jim McDivitt, the columnist who writes the APS Affiliates feature for the American Philatelist, mentioned SHP in both the July and the August issues of the American Philatelist Society’s magazine. In the August issue, SHP was featured as one of the 15 different philatelic organizations that
have been APS affiliates for twenty-five years or more.
Congratulations to the Editor of the Stamps of Hungary, the bulletin of the Hungarian Philatelic Society of Great Britain, for publishing the September 2006 issue with a color insert. The color
illustrations added greatly to the appearance of the magazine. Unfortunately, it also doubled the cost
of printing. The SHP Executive Board has kicked around the same idea during the past two annual
meetings but decided not to implement it because of the added cost. Color copies still cost between
50 cents and $1 each per 8 1/2 x 11 sheet, times 4 for a two-sided, double-page layout, so implementing it would increase production costs by $2 to $4 for each copy of the newsletter.
The Állami Nyomda, RT (State Printing Office,
Ltd.) of Budapest received several contracts in 2006 to print
stamps issues for neighboring Slovakia. One of these recent
new issues was a sheet of stamps with attached labels that can
be personalized.
Lithuania issued a souvenir sheet commemorating
the nation’s 1000th anniversary. One of the four stamps incorporated in the sheet is a Hungarica item. The stamp shows
István Báthory, the Duke of Transylvania, who was elected
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king of Poland. Báthory founded the University of Vilnius in 1579. The sheet was also produced by
the State Printing Office, Ltd. in Hungary.
Montenegro re-appeared on the map and in list of independent stamp issuing countries following a vote for independence last May. The country’s split with Serbia finished the disintegration
of Slobodan Milosevic’s dream of a Greater Serbia. This ‘dream’ (in reality, a nightmare) plunged
the Balkan region into a series of civil wars that killed thousands and displaced millions.
The 1933 airmail set from Hungary was featured as the Tip of the Week in a recent issue of
Linn’s Stamp News. In mint never hinged condition, the art deco stamps catalog for $151.10; in
used condition, $106.20. The 5P high value was printed in an edition of only 11,800 copies. This
stamp, in contemporary used condition, is worth more that in MNH condition. Compare this printing
quantity and the catalog value with the $2.60 US Zeppelin stamp (Scott No. C15), of which 61,296
copies exist. The design of the ‘propeller man’ used for the 1, 2, and 5P stamps has been lampooned
over the years in many magazines published in America.
We welcome the return of Dr. Paul Szilagyi to his philatelic activities following major surgery and a lengthy convalescence. We wish him continued good health!


AIRMAIL NOTES, Part 10:
THE HINDENBURG (LZ129) FLIGHTS OF 1936
by Dr. Paul J. Szilagyi

Hungarian postings on the Zeppelin Hindenburg are rare. The most readily available item is
from the 1st North America flight (1st NA) of 4 May 1936. All others are extremely scarce - and expensive. From my collection, I’m able to show a registered letter with a franking of 2,90P carried on
the 1st North America RETURN flight. A few covers carried on this flight were transferred to a connecting double glider flight from Vienna to Budapest. Some cards were parachute dropped in Sopron
and Győr. Literature records 10 such sets of three covers, one of which was offered in a Profila auction No. 56 with a starting price of HUF200,000 (~US$910).
The 8th and 9th North America flights are seemingly more easily available than the earlier
flights in 1936. One of the great Hungarian Zeppelin rarities is the Olympic Flight of 1936. The August 1st flight required 1,20P for franking. It is rarely seen in stamp auctions.
The Hindenburg’s 1st South America flight (1st SA) of 1937 started on 16 March 1937. The
‘big gun’ in the Profila auction no. 56 was a cover intended for this flight. It arrived late and had to
be flown by the Graf Zeppelin’s 1st South America flight on 13 April 1937. This cover is extremely
rare and is the last possible Hungarian connection. Bidding for the cover started at HUF150,000 and
sold for HUF310,000 (~US$1,410) plus commission.
On 6 May 1937, the Hindenburg exploded and burned upon arrival in Lakehurst, NJ. Many
of its passengers and crew were killed. In the past 20 years, I have not seen very many items with
Hungarian franking flown on the Hindenburg. Several covers are illustrated at the end of this article.
Table of Flights by the Hindenburg
1936 Dates
March 23
March 31-April 10
May 6-14
May 17-23
May 25-June 3
June 19-26
June 30-July 6
July 10-17
July 20-29
August 1
August 5-11
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Flights
Trial Flight
1st SA
1st NA
2nd NA
2nd SA
3rd NA
4th NA
5th NA
3rd SA
Olympic Flight
6th NA

Sieger #
401
403
406
410
412
417
420
423
425
427
428

Sieger
0
180
500
250
200
600
250
0
300
500
450

Michel
50
650
750
0
300
750
0
360
450
1000
650

Keszy (pt)
0
3,000
6,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,500
3,500
10,000
3,500

Cards

2,40P
1,80P
1,70P
2,00P

Letters

2,90P

2,00P
1,20P 3,80P (?)
2,00P
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August 14-22
August 27September 8
September 17-24
September 26October 3
October 5-12
October 21November 2
November 5-16
November 25December 7
1937 Dates
March 16-27
May 3-6

7th NA
4th SA

430
432

400
450

600
600

3,500
4,000

2,00P
2,00P

8th NA
9th NA

437
439

400
0

500
750

4,000
5,500

2,00P
2,40P

10th NA
5th SA

441
443

0
0

0
0

0
3,000

6th SA
7th SA

445
447

0
425

0
600

3,000
3,000

1st SA
1st NA

450
454

450
450

300
0

4,500
n/a

Two registered postcards flown on the LZ-129 Hindenburg’s 1st North America flight. The cards were posted
in Budapest 72 and 4, respectively, and cancelled at the Mátyásföld aerodrome on 4 May 1936. Each was
franked with 2,90P (postcard rate of 2,40P; registration, 0,50P) and both received the Deutsche Luftpost Europa-Nordamerika cachet.

Two postcards posted on board the LZ-129 Hindenburg’s 1st North America return flight. The cards arrived in
Frankfurt (Main) on 14 May 1936 and were forwarded to Vienna to connect with the Vienna-Sopron-GyőrBudapest twin glider flight. The card on the left was dropped by parachute over Sopron on 19 May 1936. The
card on the right arrived at the Mátyásföld aerodrome in Budapest on the same day. The 75 pfennig Hindenburg stamp paid the postage to Vienna where an additional 75 groschen was added (cancelled with the Wien 1
cds dated 18 May 1936) to pay the fee for the glider flight. Both cards are one of only 10 such pieces of mail.
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Left: Cover sent on the Hindenburg’s 8th North America flight posted in Budapest on 2 September 1936 on the
first day of issue of the 250th Anniversary of the Recapture of Buda stamps. The Mátyásföld Repülőtér cds is
dated 3 September 1936. Right: Cover endorsed as printed matter sent on the Hindenburg’s 9th North America
flight posted at Budapest 4 on 23 September 1936. The Mátyásföld Repülőtér cds is dated on the same day.
Both items received the Deutsche Luftpost / Europa-Nordamerika cachet picturing the airship over the New
York skyline. The cover on the right also has a faint violet New York arrival cds dated 29 September.

Left: Cover posted in Budapest on 8 April 1937 intended for the Hindenburg’s 1st South America flight. It arrived late and was flown on the Graf Zeppelin’s 1st South America flight on 13 April 1937 and arrived in Buenos Aires on 3 May 1937. The stamps used for franking totaled 4,10P. Right: Cover flown on the Hindenburg’s Olympic flight. It was sent from Budapest on 30 July 1936 and received the arrival cds in Berlin’s Centralflughafen on 1 August 1936.


HEAR THE ACTUAL AUDIO RECORDING OF LAJOS KOSSUTH’S SPEECH
by Mike Rigsby

I’ve been thinking about what I told the gathering in Washington about a recording I have of
Kossuth Lajos’s voice. My original thought was to place it on the space allocated me by my internet
service provider, and to publish the link in the SHP newsletter so that anyone interested could listen
to it. Unfortunately, the size of the file was too big for that. Finally, it occurred to me to go to
Google and see if someone else had already thought to have it hosted somewhere. It came as no surprise that I was able to find it. So, if anyone is interested in hearing the actual voice of the great Hungarian statesman, please go to http://www.americanhungarianfederation.org/news_kossuth.htm for an
article on Kossuth. At the bottom right hand side of this article is another link,
http://kincsestar.radio.hu/rolunk/kossuth.rm, which offers an actual recording of the Kossuth speech.
Beneath that is the speech is written out in both Hungarian and English. It was interesting to see that
Kossuth is the earliest born person to have his voice preserved.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Mr. Kohalmi,
I received the July-September issue of The News of Hungarian Philately, and I wanted to
tell you how much I enjoyed your article about Hungary in 1956. I am one of the 14 members who
joined SHP during Washington 2006.
I am old enough to remember 1956. I was a child of 11 at the time, so my understanding of
events was not very sophisticated. It was the height of the Cold War and, as an American child, I
knew only that Hungarians wanted to be free of Soviet domination and that their attempts to do so
were crushed by Red Army tanks.
I had forgotten (if I ever knew) that events in Hungary were triggered by a demonstration in
support of the Poles on trial for the demonstrations in Poznań the previous summer. This is a matter
of interest because I am completing my PhD in Russian-East European history at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. My dissertation is on the collectivization of agriculture in Poland (194856), and I spent several years in Poland researching it in Communist Party archives at the provincial
level - due to political changes, I actually had access to this material.
I was researching regional differences in the collectivization campaign within Poland and
spent about two years in Poznan. On the 25th anniversary of the ‘Polish October’ a memorial was
erected (Scott No. 2971, issued in June 1990) that I saw frequently during my stay in Poznań. I was
in Poznań on the 40th anniversary, and the history department of the local university (named for Adam Mickiewicz - there’s a statue of him in the same area as the memorial to the ‘Polish October’) presented a symposium entitle ‘Poznań June - Polish October - Budapest.’ The speakers were mainly
Polish, but there were two Russians and the current Hungarian ambassador to Poland. The fact that a
Hungarian demonstration in support of Polish defendants touched off events in Hungary may well
have been mentioned; but the presentations were in Polish (with the exception of the two Russians),
and my listening comprehension in Polish was not always equal to a scholarly presentation. The
‘Polish October’ led to the return to power of the former First Secretary of the Party, Gomulka, who
denounced the policy of forced collectivization and promptly put an end to it. This is interesting because one of the issues raised during the demonstrations in Poznań was worker dissatisfaction with
the food supply. The inscription on the banner held by the demonstrators in the reproduction of the
Polish commemorative sheet at the beginning of your article reads ‘We Demand Bread.’ The inscription on the monument in Poznan reads: ‘For Bread and Freedom.’ The reason for the food supply
problems, of course, was collectivization; and after demonstrations in both East Germany and Czechoslovakia in 1953, authorities worried about the possibility of bread riots in Poland. Anyhow, thanks
to Gomulka, my research had an end point: 1956 / early 1957.
Sincerely yours,
Robin Gates Elliott


2006 NEW ISSUES
Issue Date: 8 June 2006
125th Anniversary of the birth of Composers Béla Bartók and George Enescu
Face value: 2 x HUF 90. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm. (Joint issue with Rumania)
Designer: Péter Berky. The stamps show the portraits of the noted composers.
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 50 using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in an edition
of 400,000 sets.
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Issue Date: 15 June 2006
International Opera Festival in Miskolc
Face value: HUF 190. Stamp size: 40.3 x 35mm.
Designer: Eszter Domé. The design shows the emblem of the festival.
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 50 using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in an edition
of 200,000 stamps.
Issue Date: 23 June 2006
79th Stamp Day
Face value: 2 x HUF 52 (stamps), HUF 400 + 200 (souvenir sheet). Stamps size: 40 x 30mm, souvenir sheet size: 100 x 70mm (stamp from the sheet: 31.5 x 40mm).
Designer: László Dudás. The stamp designs show the fresco of the Four Graces from the Esztergom
Fortress Museum. The souvenir sheet design reproduces Orthodox icons from Szentendre.
Technical details: The stamps were printed in sheets of 50 using offset by the State Printing Office,
Ltd. in an edition of 600,000 sets. 80,000 serial numbered souvenir sheets were issued.
100th Anniversary of the Museum of Fine Arts
Face value: HUF 800 (four HUF 200 stamps in miniature sheet). Stamp size: 30 x 40mm or 40 x
30mm. Overall size of the miniature sheet is 165 x 67mm.
Designer: Orsolya Kármán. Photographer: András Rázsó. The design reproduce works of art from
the museum.
Technical details: Printed using offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in an edition of 150,000 sheets.
Issue Date: 27 June 2006
Border Guards
Face value: HUF 170. Stamp size: 40 x 21.7mm.
Designer: Péter Berky. The stamp design shows the emblem of the Border Guard and the head of a
falcon symbolizing keen eyesight and readiness to be on guard.
Technical details: Printed using offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in unlimited quantities.

New issues, top row: Miskolc Opera Festival, Stamp Day,
Border guards. Bottom row: Stamp Day souvenir sheet,
Museum of Fine Arts miniature sheet.
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Issue date: 27 July 2006
European Swimming Championships, Budapest
Face value: HUF 90, 180. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm.
Designer: Dóra Nagy. The designs depict stylized swimming events.
Technical details: Printed using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in an edition of 150,000 sets.
Art, Part III
Face value: HUF 120, 140, 160. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm or 30 x 40mm.
Designer: Péter Nagy. The designs depict works by modern Hungarian artist.
Technical details: Printed using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in an edition of 300,000 sets.
Issue date: 3 August 2006
25th Anniversary of the Hungaroring
Face value: HUF 75. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm.
Designer: Ferenc Svindt. Design show a Formula-1 racing car.
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 50 using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in an edition
of 100,000 stamps.
Issue date: 9 August 2006
140th Anniversary of the Budapest Zoo and Botanical Gardens
Face value: HUF 500. Souvenir sheet size: 105 x 667mm, stamp size: 30 x 40mm.
Designer: Kálmán Székely. Sheet design shows a collage of animals and plants.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. 100,000 serial numbered souvenir
sheets were produced.

New issues, clockwise starting at the lower left: Hungaroring, European Swimming Championships, Art,
Budapest Zoo and Botanical Gardens.
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CONTINUATION OF THE SHP EXHIBIT FROM WASHINGTON 2006
prepared by Csaba L. Kohalmi
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1848 - 1956 - 2006: THE EDITOR’S POSTSCRIPT
The 50th anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution should have been a proud, solemn
moment in Hungary. Alas, October 23, 2006 turned out to be a bloody, black day in the history of the
fledging Hungarian democracy. A process that started with the elections in 2002, Hungary’s voting
population is hopelessly split between the between the ruling left-of-center Socialist-Free Democrats
coalition and the right-of-center Fidesz-Magyar Demokrata Forum opposition. Prime Minister Gyurcsányi’s leaked speech to party stalwarts admitting lying about the health of the country’s economy
during the 2006 election campaign ignited continuous protests in Kossuth Square. Perhaps the people
who grew up living with the Kádár-regime’s ‘Big Lie’ could no longer stomach more of the same.
Hungary’s government finances have been running an annual deficit of 8-10% resulting in massive
state debt and a vulnerable forint currency. Ironically, it was Kádár who started heavy borrowing in
the 1970s to improve the country’s standard of living. Gyurcsányi’s Socialist Party was the first to
win re-election since the first free elections in 1990. Then came the prime minister’s admission that
the government has not done anything good for the economy in the past four years, followed by unpopular austerity measures instituted on September 1st. Unfortunately, the peaceful protests were
subverted by skinheads and football hooligans who attacked the TV studio on Freedom Square and
proceeded to vandalize property and automobiles.
These happenings were followed by harsh police reaction to all forms of demonstration. This
atmosphere set the stage for the various events on October 23rd. The official celebration was attended by delegations from 56 foreign nations. They included twenty heads of state, two kings, one heir
to the throne, and one grand duke. This was to be the largest gathering of such delegations in Budapest’s history. The United States was represented by New York Governor George Pataki, who is of
Hungarian descent. The aging freedom fighters held their own memorial gathering at the CorvinPassage, the scene of the some of the heaviest fighting in 1956. The Fidesz Party held still another
separate event. In between, roving bands of anti-Gyurcsányi demonstrators mingled with provocateurs and heavy-handed riots police who used truncheons, tear gas, and rubber bullets liberally.
It is a shame that the true significance of 1956 was blurred by these events. Along with the
1848-48 War of Independence, the 1956 freedom-fight was a foremost moment of glory in Hungarian
history. The nation that precipitated the fall of the Berlin Wall and the hastened the collapse of Soviet
domination in Eastern Europe by removing the Iron Curtain in 1989 should not be on the verge of becoming a police state again! The country deserves a more responsible government. /Ed./
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Book #
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
to be announced

Volumes
1-3
4-6
7-9
10-12
13-15
16-18
19-21
22-24
25-27
28-30
31-32
33-

Years
1970-1972
1973-1975
1976-1978
1979-1981
1982-1984
1985-1987
1988-1990
1991-1993
1994-1996
1997-1999
2000-2001
2002- (new format)

Each book individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of 11 for $320.00.
Freight fees will be added to all orders. Order from:

H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,
e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org

1916 - 2006
90th ANNIVERSARY OF THE CORONATION
OF THE LAST HUNGARIAN KING AND QUEEN

Prince Primate János Csernoch (left),
the Archbishop of Esztergom,
administering the royal oath.

