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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

by H. Alan Hoover 
 

 Hopefully spring is well on its way when you read this.  The poor Yashino cherry trees in my 
neighborhood here in Atlanta think it is spring already in the middle of January and are blooming al-
ready!  Maybe there is something to this global warming?  The plants are all confused on what time 
of year it is.  But I am not confused; I love the south for its warmer weather and our mild winters - but 
guess what - they are predicting snow and sleet here in 2 days!  As I sit and watch the Green Bay 
playoff game, I no longer miss all that snow! 
 It is with deep regret that our Society learned of the death of philatelic giant Gary Ryan from 
England.  Gary’s award winning exhibits on the early classics I never saw, but hear they were like no 
others.  I received the auction catalogs when he sold most of his collections in years past, and they 
had wonderful illustrations of his many special pieces.  The philatelic world has lost a giant – but his 
work will always be remembered. 
 We are grateful to one of our SHP members from Hungary who forwarded to us a sizable do-
nation to continue our work in research, publications and distribution of our works for the betterment 
of Hungarian philately.  We are most appreciative to him for his support, kindness, encouragement, 
and generous gesture to help the betterment of Hungarian philately.  “Thank you” to this distin-
guished member and to all our members that make donations to the society.  Kedves gyűjtőtárs ba-
rátunk, köszönjük szépen a gesztusodat amivel egyúttal a munkánk elismerését is nyílvánítottad! 

/ Alan’s column is continued on page 23 / 
 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM - GARY RYAN 
 

by Mervyn Benford 
 

 The Hungarian Philatelic Society of Great Britain is sorry to 
announce the death of its distinguished Patron, Gary Ryan 
FRPS.L, on November 16th after a long illness, bravely borne.  
He died peacefully in his sleep at the age of 91.  A professional 
lawyer, much of his private and personal life was devoted to phi-
lately and very particularly the philately and postal history of 
Hungary, his country of birth.  He was par excellence a builder of 
collections of that material at the highest level of quality, receiv-
ing many times the hobby’s highest awards.  From the earliest 
days of the Society he consistently supported its work and en-
couraged its members, often in very kind and personal ways, often 
through generous donations.  His most distinctive achievement 
nevertheless from years of deep philatelic search was to establish 
beyond doubt that the 1867 issue of stamps historically attributed 
as an issue of Austria was in fact commissioned and first issued 
by the newly independent, autonomous postal administration of 
Hungary, and only later shared by Austria.  In his later work, he 

encouraged the collection and acceptance of Revenue stamps as a legitimate branch of international 
philately.  For many years he regularly advised the F.I.P, the international governing body for the 
hobby, on various matters to do with the organisation and management of the hobby at the world lev-
el.  Long a member of the Royal Philatelic Society of London, he published through them two superb-
ly-produced and researched sets of books treating the issues of 1867 and 1871 in detail never before 
assembled for Hungarian stamps.  He will be sorely missed by all who knew him as either as a collec-
tor, a postal historian or a friend. 
 Gary Ryan was also honored by being invited to sign the Roll of Distinguished Philatelist; 
and, in 1998, he received the most prestigious American philatelic award, the Alfred F. Lichtenstein 
Memorial Award.  Gary was also a member of the Magyar Filatéliai Tudományos Társaság 
(MAFITT), and the Society for Hungarian Philately (USA).  
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SOCIETY FOR HUNGARIAN PHILATELY TREASURER’S REPORT FOR 2007 
 

submitted by Wes Learned, Treasurer 
 

Beginning Balance 1-1-2007 $4,643.37   Expenses:  

      (Checking - First National Bank)        Newsletter:  

                        Printing 2109.40 

Income:                         Postage 1586.43 

        Auction 1417.90                       Envelopes 167.18 

        Donations 75.15                       Labels 0.00 

        Dues 2101.00        Other Expenses:  

        Dues (via Paypal) 258.51              Postage (Board) 42.96 

        Interest (checking) 33.31              Bookbinding 409.39 

        Interest (1 yr. CD)  483.53              Website Maintenance 100.00 

        Interest (91 Day CD’s) 114.05              State of CT Corp. filing fee 25.00 

        News ads 10.00              Hunfila Display 44.00 

Total Income: 4493.45              Certificates of Deposit 2425.00 

               CD Interest Roll-Over 597.58 

Beginning Balance plus Income 9136.82  Total Expenses 7506.94 

      

Transfers:   Ending Balance 12-31-07:   

         1/8/07 Purchase 91 day CD 1200.00           First National Checking  1629.88 

         12/10/07 Purchase 91 day CD 1225.00          First National CDs (91 Day) 4939.05 

          Roll-Over Interest on CD’s 597.58          First National CD   1 Yr 10483.53 

           SHP Auction Account  1000.00 

     

   Total Assets  $ 18,052.46  
 
 
 

HUNGARIAN STAMPS: 140 YEARS OF HISTORY AND ART 
 

 The Hungarian Heritage Museum of Cleveland, OH is hosting this exhibit between March 1st 
and June 30th, 2008.  The exhibit will show chronologically Hungarian stamps over the years as well 
as the history of the Austro-Hungarian fleet, ship by ship.  The museum gallery at Erieview is located 
at 1309 St. Clair Avenue.  For more information, you may contact Curator Andrew Lazar at (216) 
429-4840. 

 
 

CORRECTION TO THE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE  
 

 The renewal notices sent out with the December newsletter contained a typographical error.  

Please look at the address labels on your current newsletter.  If the date is shown as ‘through 2008’ or 

beyond, there is no need to do anything.  If the date is ‘through 2007’, then please send your renewal 

fee to Wes Learned, Treasurer, P.O. Box 802, Powell, WY 82435-0802 USA 
 
 
 

KUDOS & WELCOME 
 

Congratulations to our exhibitors!  Jay Carrigan received a gold at CHICAGOPEX for the 
exhibit titled Carpatho-Ukraine 1944-1945 as well as a vermeil for The Liberation of Yugoslavia.  
William O. Maddocks received a vermeil at CHICAGOPEX for The Kingdom of Serbia 1882-1921, 
A Postal History of Four Reigns.  Lyman Caswell received a gold and the grand award at PENPEX 
for The First Postage Dues of Hungary: 1903-1922.  Nicolas Petryuk received a vermeil medal with 
a special jury prize at the Macon (France) inter-regional stamp competition. 

Welcome to our newest members:  Mr. William D. Fekete of Beverly Hills, MI; and Mr. 
Randolph R. Fisher of Bay City, MI. 
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THE 10 FILLÉR HUNGARIAN POSTAL CARD WITH ROMANIAN OVERPRINT  
“10 BANI” ISSUED IN KOLOZSVÁR / CLUJ, 1919 

 
by László Szegedi 

 
The Background of the Issue  

 
 This issue was motivated by the same historical events that resulted in the 1919 Kolozsvár - 
Nagyvárad overprints.  War, change in the national administration, lack of proper paper supply and 
Romanian postal stationery that was supplied only sporadically from Bucharest, the large stock avail-
able to the Kolozsvár Postal Directorate, the simplification of the civilian censorship (separated from 
the military one), and opportunity to collect funds required for the installation of the new administra-
tion and the payroll of the personnel were some of the facets that prompted the overprinting initiative.  
The existing stock of postcards was overprinted at the Új Világ printing office of Kolozsvár.  

 
The Overprinted Card’s Place in Philately 

 
 I propose to eliminate the “emotional” approach to postal history resulting from the collapse 
of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy by quoting from Chapter 17 of Dr. Béla Simády’s Hungarian 
Postal Stationery Catalog (Volume II - supplement):  “The change of the borders as a result of the 
two world wars and the emergence of new states caused the appearance of the new overprinted entires 
that, in a collector’s language, I will call “occupation.” That phrase, however, may cause confusion as 
no actual “occupation” was involved, those issues belong to the new administrations…”  No wonder 
then that on page 503 of the Romanian catalog (CMPR 1974 by Kiriac) these cards are regarded as 
such, i.e., Romanian postcards.  

 
The Basic Hungarian Postal Card.  

 
 The 10f postal card was issued on 10 February 1918.  It was printed at the “M. Kir. Állami 
nyomda, Budapest” printing workshop in pink color on creamy cardboard stock (in different shades). 
The political events after 1 December 1918 saw a large amount of these Hungarian postcards left with 
the post offices in Transylvania.  The cards continued to circulate on a regular basis during 1919 until 
July and infrequently afterwards.  On 30 September 1919 they were withdrawn from circulation by 
order that also applied to all Hungarian stamps.  Until the end of April 1919 they were accepted for 
use at nominal parity, 1 FILLÉR = 1 BAN. After April 1919, the cards were accepted at the new pari-
ty of 2 FILLÉR = 1 BAN.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Illustration 1 - 10 fillér postcard, paying the correct 

domestic fee of 10 BANI, Hungarian surviving cancel 

ERZSÉBETVÁROS / Dumbraveni and Hungarian-

order date 919 FEB 23, linear type censor strike 

"Divizia 1 Vanatori / CENSURAT No.1.” 

 

Illustration 2 - 10 fillér postcard (parity value of 5 

BANI) with additional franking Károly 10 fillér (= 5 

BANI), foreign mail, returned to sender, displaying 

the Hungarian canceller BESZTERCZE / Bistrita, 

Hungarian-order date 919 JUN 24 and straight line 

type censor cachet “CENZURAT.” 
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 As a consequence of the gradual withdrawal of the Hungarian stamps from the CLUJ and 
BISTRlTA postal jurisdictions, the supply of the Hungarian postal items decreased as the Romanian 
ones replaced them.  That resulted into a rich variety of frankings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Due to the transition, the order withdrawing the Hungarian postcard was overlooked a few 
times well into 1920. Normally, these cards would have been overprinted after withdrawal from cir-
culation.  I am producing two copies of which one is the latest known date in circulation so far.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

Illustration 5 -10 fillér postcard (parity value of 5 
BANI) with additional franking of Harvesters 5 BANI 
of the 1919 Kolozsvár issue, inland mail displaying 

the modified Hungarian canceller SEGESVÁR / 
Sighisoara, 11 MAJ - 920 and two-rowed censor 

strike “Cenzurat / Sighisoara_.” 

 

Illustration 6 - 10 fillér postcard (issue of 1919) ad-
ditional franking with Harvesters 5 BANI issue 1919 
Nagyvárad overprint, inland mail, modified Hungar-

ian canceller strike ZSIBÓ / Jibou, 24 FEB 1920  
and circular censor strike of “CENSURAT.  

OF. JIBOU  .”  The 5 BANI compulsory Social 
Aid stamp is missing. 

 

Illustration 3 - 10 fillér postcard (parity value of 5 
BANI), with additional frankings of Ferdinand PTT 
overprint 5 x 1 BAN  + 2 x 5 BANI + 2 x 10 BANI 
war aid stamp, Kolozsvár 1919 issue, foreign mail, 
returned, cancelled with the Hungarian cancel MA-
ROSVÁSÁRHELY / Targu Mures, addressed in De-

breczen, Hungary, 919 SEP 6, registration label and 
four row linear type censor strike “TARGUL  

MURES / CENZURAT /  1919/ __ Semn.”  Total 
franking of 40 BANI (postcard 10 B, registration: 25 
Social Aid fee: 5 B). The placing the Social Aid stamp 

was non-compulsory on foreign mail! 

 

Illustration 4 - 10 filler postcard overprinted 10 BA-
NI, inland mail, cancelled with modified Hungarian 
cancel KOLOZSVÁR  / CLUJ) 9 JAN 929, wrong 
date due to careless manipulation of the canceller 
digits by the postal clerk, the last digit 9 replacing 

the correct digit) and censor cachet “ CENSURA T/ 
Cluj __”  in two rows. 
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 The Overprinting Process and the Circulation Validity Period  
 
 There are no documents known prescribing the withdrawal of the Hungarian postcards or the 
overprinting order, the quantity overprinted, the beginning date, details concerning the release into 
circulation, and the distribution area.  Nevertheless, the literature and the catalogs venture into as-
sumptions that do not stand up to the study of the material owned by the author (about 200 pieces).  
 The Romanian Kiriac CMPR 1974 catalogue notes that “the new Romanian denominations 
circulated in the entire country up to 15 March 1920, as Romanian postal issues.”  Until now, the card 
was confirmed to have circulated outside the Transylvanian area only in BÁNÁT (see illustration 14) 
and in the jurisdiction of the ORADEA Postal Directorate (more seldom - see illustration 12) since 
after 30 September 1919, the Budapest directorate supplied the similar 1919 postcard issue, but with 
the imprinted 10 fillér stamp displaying a changed design.  Referring to the withdrawal date suggest-
ed by the CMPR 1974 catalogue, 95% of all the copies I have circulated after 15 March 1920.  The 
earliest date known is January 1920.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Illustration 7 -10 fillér postcard, modified Hungarian 
cancel DÉS / Dej, 24 JAN 20 (the date 1920 is con-
firmed on back) and censor cachet “CENZURAT. 

OF. DEJ._” 

 

Illustration 8 - 10 fillér postcard, additionally 
franked with Ferdinand (large bust) 15 BANI, for-
eign mail, with modified Hungarian canceller PET-
ROZSÉNY / Petrosani, 28 JAN -920 and very rare 

destination in France.  
Correct postage fee of 25 BANI affixed. 

 

  

Illustration 9 - 10 BANI postcard franked with addi-
tional adhesive Ferdinand (large bust) 40 BANI + 
Social Aid stamp of 10 BANI, inland mail with Ro-
manian cancel of rural agency SLIMNIC, 28 DEC 

923 - that is two years after the supposed withdrawal 
from circulation, accepted against regulations and 
without additional taxation.  The latest circulation 
date of 6 April 1922 was previously noted by Mr. 

Cserni in the "Philatelic Courier" no. 62/1995.  Cor-
rect postage fee of 50 BANI for simple inland mail 

for postcards + 10 BANI Social Aid. 

 

Illustration 10 - 10 BANI postcard, franked with 10 
and 30 BANI Ferdinand (small bust) + 50 BANI and 
1 Leu Michael I (regency) stamps, inland mail can-
celled SIBIU 27 III 929, i.e., eight years after the 

supposed withdrawal.  The mixed franking of 2 Lei is 
correct and it includes the 10 BANI face value of the 

postcard.  The sender marked the card “Do not 
lose.”  It is a “manufactured” card with a nice ap-

pearance and in the leader in the late mailings of this 
type of postcard.  
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 The Hungarian postal stationery catalog by Simády notes that “the circulation: July 1919 - 31 
December 1921.”  The author fails to give any documented source for this information.  Therefore, I 
am compelled to note the following:  I have NEVER, ever come by any such overprinted postcard 
that circulated in 1919.  Could the quoted withdrawal date be inspired from the withdrawal of the 
1919 Kolozsvár / Nagyvárad Cluj issues?  
 Chris Brainard’s “Hungarian Occupation Issues” catalogs (editions of 1993 and 2006) refrain 
from quoting any span of circulation time.  
 CONCLUSIONS: the overprinting of the postcards was apparently and most likely carried 
out in early January 1920, and they were withdrawn from circulation probably on 31 December 1921. 
Still, they continued to be used, although very seldom, and were accepted against regulations without 
being assessed additional postage due.  
 
Frankings Illustrating the Postage Fees of the Time 
 
 In order to analyze and correctly evaluate the postal items, I am presenting in the tables below 
the postage rates for postcards from C. Marinescu’s book “The Evolution of the Postage Fees,” Bu-
charest, 1993.  The payment of the compulsory non-postal tax (TAJ or Social Aid) applied to domes-
tic mail only.  The TAJ was introduced on 4 January 1915. 

Please note:  
 The absence of the stamp required 

double value taxation at the destina-
tion except in case the mail originated 
from the lower rank military person-
nel.  Although compulsory in Tran-
sylvania, Bánát, Maramures and 
Crisana, the rule was oftentimes ig-
nored and yet, the postcards were not 
submitted to taxation.  

 According to the above mentioned 
source, an “EXPRESS” fee was not in 
existence during the studied span of 
time. 

 In many instances, the mail frankings reveal the 
fact that the new postage fees were not always ap-
plied correctly at the provided fee change dates. 

   
 
 
 
 
       Genuine, Non-philatelic Postal Usage 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rate period Domestic 

Postcard 

Domestic 

Registration 

Compulsory 

Tax (TAJ) 

1 June 1918 to 

30 June 1920 

10 Bani + 25 Bani 5 Bani 

1 July 1920 to 

31 July 1920 

25 Bani + 1 Leu 5 Bani 

1 August 1920 to 

31 December 1920 

20 Bani + 1 Leu 5 Bani 

1 January 1921 to 

30 March 1922 

20 Bani + 1 Leu 10 Bani 

1 April 1922 to 

30 June 1922 

50 Bani + 2 Lei 10 Bani 

Rate period Foreign 

Postcard 

Foreign 

Registration 

1907 to  

30 December 1920 

10 Bani + 25 Bani 

1 January 1921 to  

31 December 1921 

1 Leu + 2 Lei 

1 January 1922 to 

31 January 1922 

1,80 Lei + 3 Lei 

1 February 1922 to 

14 May 1923 

2 Lei + 3 Lei 

 

Illustration 11 - 10 BANI postcard, additional frank-
ing of Ferdinand (large bust) 3 x 1 BAN + Social Aid 
Stamp 2 x 10 BANI, local mail, Hungarian surviving 
cancel strike with modified date BRASSÓ /  Brasov, 
10 MAR 920, Hungarian registration label. TAJ 10 
BANI part of the postage fee franking contrary to 

regulations but used by mistake during the transition. 
The franking did not complying to the fee, over-

franked by 3 BANI. 
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 NOTE: The author’s experience after over 20 years of study dedicated to those two issues, 
the existence of the mixed franking of the 1919 10 BANI Kolozsvár postcard franked with stamps of 
the 1919 Kolozsvár issue, genuinely postally used from Kolozsvár, is VERY RARE.  Only three lots 
of the kind have been recorded so far.  The mixed franking of the 1919 10 BANI Kolozsvár postcard 
and the Nagyvárad overprinted stamps, postally used from Nagyvárad, is so far unknown to the au-
thor.  This is remotely possible; however, the scarcity occurred because Budapest supplied postcards 
of the 1919 issue for the Nagyvárad Postal Directorate even as late as 1920!  The author's opinion is 
that the 1919 10 BANI Kolozsvár overprinted card was supplied to the Nagyvárad area only after the 
Trianon Treaty of 1920 and in a very limited amount. Some postcards of this kind could have been 
being purchased elsewhere and then used for mailings from Nagyvárad.  Several items in the author’s 
possession with such mixed frankings were made by the collectors and CANCELLED TO ORDER 
by postmasters and, as a result, are PHILATELIC creations.  Some may have been forwarded postal-
ly, however, they do display the specific markings of the time.  
 
Philatelic Cancelled-to-Order Items 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Illustration 12 - 10 BANI postcard, additional frank-

ing Ferdinand (small bust) 3 x 30 BANI, foreign mail 

to LUZERN (Switzerland), Romanian cancel ORA-

DEA, 23 FEB 921 and strike of two-row "CEN-

ZURATI ORADEA-MARE" cachet. 

Correctly franked foreign postcard: 1 LEU. 

 

Illustration 13 - 10 BANI postcard with additional 
franking Ferdinand (1919) overprinted PTT 

5 BANI + Kolozsvár issue 1919 on 15 BANI Har-
vesters and 1 LEU Parliament, domestic mail, modi-
fied Hungarian surviving canceller strike ARAD 2, 

22 OCT 920, Hungarian registration label and strike 
of two-row "CENZURAT/Arad ..... " cachet. Over-
franked  by 5 BANI (postcard 20 BANI + Registra-

tion 1 LEU + TAJ 5 BANI).  

 

 

 

Illustration 14 - 10 BANI postcard with additional 
adhesives 1919 Nagyvárad Karl 20 Bani + 1919 Ko-
lozsvár Parliament 1 LEU, local mail with Romanian 
cancel BRASOV 30 SEP 920, Hungarian registration 
label, no additional Romanian stamps and Hungari-

an postal receipt for registration (Postai 
feladóvevény - correct franking. 

 

Illustration 15 -10 BANI postcard with additional adhe-
sives 1919 Kolozsvár Parliament 1 + 2 LEI, domestic 

mail, Hungarian modified canceller SZOV ÁTA  /  
Sovata, 3 MAR 920, Hungarian registration label, Hun-

garian surviving arrival cancel NYÁRADSZEREDA / 
Miercurea Nirajului, double line censor “Diceo San 

Martin / Cenzurat __”  handwritten notice “Express!” 
plus Hungarian postal receipt for registration (Postai 
feladóvevény). The message in Romanian reads “For 

your collection.” Overfranked postcard. 
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Philatelic Cancelled-to-order with Special Cancel  
 
 A special cancel was created for use on mail for the inauguration of the University of CLUJ 
on 1 February 1920.  This topic had been written up in philatelic literature in great detail.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Illustration 16 - 10 BANI postcard with additional 
adhesives 1919 Nagyvárad Parliament 75 + 80 BANI 
domestic mail, Hungarian modified canceller strike 
SZOV ÁTA /  Sovata, 3 MAR 920, Hungarian regis-
tration label, Hungarian surviving cancel upon arri-
val NYÁRADSZEREDA / Miercurea Nirajului, dou-
ble line censor “Diceo San Martini Cenzurat __”  

and Hungarian postal receipt for registration (Postai 
feladóvevény).  The message in Romanian reads 
“For your collection.”  Also overfranked, not ac-

cording to the fee schedule . 

 

Illustration 17 - 10 BANI postcard with additional 
adhesives 1919 Kolozsvár War Aid 10 BANI + TAJ 

10 BANI (correct fee) + TAJ 5 BANI, local mail, 
modified surviving Hungarian canceller DÉVA, 22 
APR 920, Hungarian registration label.  The card 

was prepared by Postmaster Béla Nagy of Déva who 
created many similar items.  The card was under-

franked by 5 BANI. 

Illustration 18 - 10 BANI postcard with additional 
1919 Nagyvárad Parliament 80 BANI, domestic mail, 
Hungarian surviving cancel BOICZA / ÐÉVA MEL-
LETT / Boija near Deva, unmodified date 920 MAJ 

13, Hungarian registration label, two-row censor ca-
chet “CENZURAT / Deva__”  The Overfranked card 

was made by Postmaster Béla Nagy of Déva. 

  

Illustration 19 - 10 BANI postcard cancelled-to-
order with the special cancel “INAUGURATION OF 
THE UNIVERSITY IN CLUJ / 1 FEBRUARY 1920” 

(in the center: Romania's coat of arms). 

 

Illustration 20 - see text on next page for detailed 
analysis. 
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Illustration 20 -10 BANI postcard additionally franked with the 1919 Kolozsvár issue Karl 20 BANI + Ferdi-
nand PTT 5 BANI, local mail, modified Hungarian cancel upon arrival KOLOZSVÁR / Cluj, 2 FEB 920, Roma-
nian registration label, addressed to Mr. ANDREI BUGNARIU, first - inspector PTT Cluj.  Franking  according 

to fee schedule but 5 BANI - TAJ is lacking (possibly, the locally addressed mail was exempted from it). 
 
Postally Used Cards - Under-Franked for Philatelic Purposes and Assessed Postage Due 
 
 The irregularities with insufficient frankings were common throughout the transition period 
and were very seldom were handled properly by subjecting these cards to postage due in accordance 
with postal regulations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unconventional Cancellations on Postally Used, Non-Philatelic Items 
  
 Apart from the cancellations displayed on the presented Hungarian postcards that show the 
European style date modification, and which are usually either double circle or postal agency rectan-
gular cancels, we occasionally may see a few other cancel types.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Overprint Errors And Varieties 
 
  

 

Illustration 21 - 10 BANI postcard with late use of 
unmodified Hungarian cancel device, BESZTERCZE 

/ Bistrita, 920 SEP 17, insufficiently franked and 
submitted to postage due, see “T” marking.  Short 

franked at 10B instead of 20 B + T AJ 5 B.  Postage 
due was charged at twice the missing amount of  

2 x 15 B  = 30 BANI, possibly paid in cash. 

 

Illustration 22 - 10 BANI postcard with illegible 
Hungarian cancel strike and mailed by a German 

ethnic in FEB 921, foreign mail addressed to Germa-
ny, underfranked and marked accordingly with a “T” 

and “60” handwritten in blue crayon.  Apparently, 
the postal clerk was not aware of the proper fee for 
the foreign postcard was 1 LEU and the difference 

should have been 2 x 90B = 1.80 LEI. 

 

 

  
Illustration 23 -10 BANI postcard, additional adhe-
sives Ferdinand (large bust) 10 BANI + TAJ 10 BA-
NI, domestic mail, SIMPLE CIRCLE cancel (official-
ly withdrawn from postal use in 1918) and modified 
date, SZELINDEK / Slimnic, 13 JUN 921.  Correctly 

franked postcard. 

 

Illustration 24 -10 BANI postcard, no additional adhe-
sives, domestic mail, agency cancel strike displaying 
modified date of DÉSAKNA / POSTAI ÜGY / Ocna 

Dejului, 17 JUN 920, underfranked and not subjected to 
postage due, four-row censor cachet. Missing the TAJ 5 

BANI stamp. 
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 One distinct variety in the overprint is the missing “I” in BANI.  This error was mentioned 
for the first time by late László Erős of Cluj, in the US philatelic magazine Romanian Philatelic 
Studies, Vol. 5, No 4 / 1981.  The information was again mentioned in The Postal Stationery Book 
(Cluj, 1996 published in Hungarian) where, on page 87 it states, “ ... from the postcards printed at the 
Új Világ printing office in Cluj, 45 pieces show the missing “I” in BANI flaw.”  During the talks we 
had on the topic at the home of László Erős, he told me that in the 1920s he had the opportunity of 
studying, in a book shop, a stock of about 100 pieces.  On these postcards, he noticed a gradual disap-
pearance of the “I” in BANI which lead to the complete disappearance of the “I” on almost half of 
them.  (See the author’s article in Curierul Filatelic, no. 58 / 1995).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shifted, Double, and Inverted Overprints. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Illustration 25 - 10 BANI postcard, unused, degraded 
(i.e. short) “I” in BANI overprint 

 

Illustration 26 - 10 BAN overprint, i.e. "I" in "BANI" 
completely missing, on an unused postcard. Since 

other varieties of the BAN error card exist apart from 
the 45 pieces referred to earlier, we can speculate 

that these were made on purpose by members of the 
overprinting commission  

 

Illustration 27 - 10 BANI overprinted, unused card, 
overprint shifted up and slightly rotated clockwise. 

 

Illustration 28 - 10 BANI postcard, overprint rotated 
clockwise, no additional franking, domestic mail, 
modified Hungarian canceller BALÁZSFALV A / 
Blaj, 12 MAJ 920, underfranked but not assessed 

postage due, two-row censor cachet “CENZURA T / 
BLAJ__ ”,  missing TAJ 5 B stamp. 
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Overprint Offset on the Reverse Side 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 A postcard similar to the one shown in illustration 33, postally used with additional franking, 
was put on sale by the PROFILA auctioneers in Hungary.  

 

 
 

  

  

Illustration 29 - 10 BANI postcard, unused, overprint 
shifted to the left caused by the paper fold existing on 

the card prior to the printing process. 

 

Illustration 30 - 10 BANI postcard, unused, double 
overprint, inclined from right to left, BAN error 

(missing “I” in BANI), partial offset visible on the 
back side. 

 

Illustration 31 - 10 BANI postcard, unused, double 
overprint and BAN error (missing “I” in BANI). 

 

Illustration 32 -10 BANI postcard, unused, inverted  

overprint with partially missing printer’s imprint 

 

  

Illustration 33 - 10 BANI postcard, unused only the 
coat of arms and the name of the printing office are 
visible in the , partial offset, and BAN error (missing 

“I” in BANI) on the front. 

 

Illustration 34 - Complete offset on the reverse side 
showing the BAN error (missing “I” in BANI). 
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HUSSARS 
 

by Paul Richter, MD 
 

  The word hussar (spelled ‘huszár’ in Hungarian) according to Hungarians originates from 
‘húsz’ (twenty) and ‘ár’ (price), the value of one mounted cavalryman being equal to the value of 
twenty other men.  The other possible origin is from the Latin word ‘curisarius,’ meaning rider.  

  
 As a little boy in Budapest, I vaguely remember the colorful front cover of the book, János 
Vitéz, the fictional hero in a hussar’s uniform, mounted on a rearing horse.  On occasion, I had also 
seen my father in his Hungarian military officer’s uniform.  He had been in the mounted field artillery 
regiment during the First World War, directing artillery fire on the Italian and later on the Eastern 
front.  He attained officer's rank and was severely wounded, apart from his foot injuries due to frost-
bite.  This and his permission to handle his officer's sword, the circumstances reigning at that time, 
probably ignited in me, as I am sure in many other boys of that era, a romantic version of the hussars 
and related matters.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Herend Porcelain Hussar 

     Examining His Saber 

 
 
          Two stamps on First Day Cover from the 1978 Hussars-series 
 
 It is puzzling to me why, in view of the colorful history of all matters related to the mobile, 
light mounted cavalry (invented and used effectively by the Hungarians during the Turkish wars start-
ing  in the early 17th century /Ed./), Hungary, of all countries, was so late in issuing stamps to com-
memorate them.  The first issue was the Herend porcelain figure of a hussar in 1976, (Hungarian Cat-
alogue #. 3133 / Scott # 2434) and later, the hussar set in 1978, (H.C. # 3240-3245, Scott # 2515-
2520).  Because of its effectiveness, the hussar concept was adopted by many other countries of the 
world (including George Washington’s Continental Army during the American War of Independ-
ence); but here I shall dwell only on one glorious and funny moment in the history of the Hungarian 
hussars.  The following happened during the Seven Years’ War that ensued after Frederick “The 
Great” invaded and successfully annexed the Province of Silesia from the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  
 On October 16, 1757, a short 250 years ago from when I am writing this, while King Freder-
ick and his Prussian Armies were in Saxony, an Austro-Hungarian force of 5100 men including 500 
hussars led by Count András Hadik outflanked the Prussians and invaded Berlin.  The three Prussian 
regiments that challenged the hussars were quickly put out of action that left Hadik and his hussars in 
effective control of Berlin.  To my knowledge, this was the first time that the Prussian capital had 
been conquered.  Berlin’s population was 113,289 in 1750, (data from the Berlin State Statistical Of-
fice).  As ransom to leave the city, Hadik demanded and received 200,000 silver tallers and 12 pairs 
of silk gloves for his Empress, Mária Terézia,.  Hadik was reputed to have sat on Frederick the 
Great’s throne before “taking a hussar’s leave” of emptying his pipe on the throne.  
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 Having received the ransom Hadik and his men left Berlin after 48 hours ahead of Frederick 
and his troops, who were racing back from Erfurt via Leipzig and Torgau to catch them.  Upon hear-
ing that Hadik had already left that city, Frederick halted 100 miles south of Berlin.  Having become 
aware that Austrians were approaching to reclaim Saxony, Frederick turned back towards Leipzig and 
Rossbach.   (Rossbach is no longer shown on modem maps of Germany. Its location can be seen at: 
www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/colbeck/silesian_and _seven years _ wars.jpg.) 

 It seems, however, that the Berliners had outwitted 
Hadik by delivering only left handed gloves, which, I pre-
sume, in the haste of the troops leaving the area were dis-
covered too late.  The story does of course not end here.  
Count Andreas Hadik von Futak (b.1710-d.1790) was made 
Field-Marshall (1774) for his great services to the Empire.  
He was honored with a statue showing a youthful mounted 
hussar on the street called Uri-utca on Buda’s Castle Hill, a 
fortress of which he was at one time Governor.  
 This statue was erected in 1937 and, due to its age, is 
covered with a greenish patina, except for the horse’s geni-
tals that are bright and shiny.  This is due to the custom of 
the Engineering University students rubbing this area prior 
to final exams for good luck.   
 Field Marshall Hadik (1710-1790) was one of the 
Hungarian military leaders who were honored on a stamp se-
ries issued in 1943 (H.C. # 750, Scott # 608).  The same 
basic 10f Hadik stamp was overprinted several times during 
the inflationary period of 1945.  (He is also depicted on a 
Ma-gyar Millennium stamp from 2001: the second stamp 
listed as H.C. # 4619, Scott # 3770b.  The stamp shows an 
image of Queen Mária Terézia.  Hadik is seen mounted on 
his steed to the left the Queen. /Ed./) 

 
 

 

Painting of Hadik from www.kuk-
wehrmacht.de/biograph/fDO 1 Ohadik.htm 

Hadik in his later years, with the Maria 
Theresa Order over his left hip.  Hungarian 

National Museum, Budapest. 

Map of Central Europe form 1763. 

Rossback 

Berlin 

Silesia 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/colbeck/
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Famous Austrian Hussar Saber (Sword) from the Seven Years’ War, page 1: 

  “One of the worlds greatest Hussars,” Austro-Hungarian Saber of General Andreas  

  Hadik c.1760. www.militaryheritage.com/hadiksword.htm.   Just below the hilt, the sword  

  has a small, engraved six-pointed star, below it a crescent moon, then an another star,  

  and below it a sun. 

Magyar Posta- és Illetékbélyeg Katalógus (1999)  
 
Dedication: 
 
Written in memory of my father, Bertalan Richter, and all the brave Hungarian Hussar Soldiers. 

 
 

 

 
Hussar in Winter Service Uniform 

from 1743 

The statue of Count András Hadik 
from Buda’s Castle Hill at the 

comer of Uri-utca and Szenthá-
romság- utca, by György Vastagh, 

inaugurated 29 April 937  

 

10f Count András 
Hadik Stamp from 
the 1943 Military 

Leaders Series 

 

 

Replica of Hadik’s sword offered in a recent eBay auction.  
The inset above shows the engraved symbols on the top por-
tion of the blade.  The inscription in the middle part of the 

blade was not usable for illustration purposes. 

http://www.militaryheritage.com/hadiksword.htm
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A PHILATELIC DREAM (ALMOST) COMES TRUE…… 
 

by Jan-Jaap de Weerd 
 

 In the last issue of The News, István Glatz presented a beautiful item franked with a multi-
tude of the 5P Horthy stamp.  It was an insufficient franking notice concerning a shipment of 25 par-
cels that initially was accompanied by three parcel post letters. 
 István’s fantasies were running free about these parcel post letters and he visualized a letter 
where the size would have been insufficient to receive all the stamps needed for a high franking.  He 
imagined that an extra piece of paper would have been needed.  István’s imagination is rich but it is 
also realizable… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The illustration above shows a parcel post letter that was made out for three parcels up to 20 
kilograms each (was this the maximum weight limit for such a parcel?), sent by the pharmaceutical 
firm Chinion in Újpest to Farmaquimica Ltda in Rio de Janeiro. The total franking required for the 
three parcels is marked on the front at the top right hand corner: 189P48f.  On the card are 27 stamps 
of 5 pengős, 2 of 2 pengős, a 40f plus 2 times 2f that make up a total of 139P48f.  The back side of 
the card is illustrated on the next page.  On the back at the left side is a strip of paper glued to the par-
cel card.  I think that this points to the dream of István: the extra piece of paper on which the remain-
ing 10 stamps of 5 pengő were stuck.  When and why this part was removed, we can only guess.  
Let’s have a closer look at what’s left. 
 The three parcels were presented at the Újpest 1 Post Office on 6 December 1940 where they 
each received a number: 233, 234 and 235.  Just how the franking was calculated is a mystery to me, 
the only annotations mention 3 x 32.05 which is far from making up the final 189P48f.  Postal clerks 
at these times did have to be in the possession of tables with the rates of parcels to different countries.  
Can any of the society members help here?  I had also been thinking: could an airmail surcharge be a 
possible explanation?  I doubt whether this kind of parcel could be send by airmail: surcharge for a 5 
gram letter was already 2P80f, for 20kg this would have been far more than 30 Pengös.   
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 Some time ago, the Profila auction offered a parcel card from the same source.  The card had 
a hand-written ‘VIA LATI’ annotation marked in blue crayon.  This, however, is not proof for an air-
borne shipment.  As on my parcel card, there is no airmail cancellation whatsoever on the Profila card 
and neither is there a date of arrival, which could have given us a clue as to the speed of delivery: no 
arrival markings and the ‘récépissé du destinataire’ part at the back has not been filled out either.  
(Why not, by the way?  Also, what happened to these cards once the parcels were delivered?) 
 We do have some information at least on the first part of the travel.  The parcels went through 
the Budapest 78 Post Office were it received a ‘K’ letter cds on the 5th.  From István’s item we know 
this PO housed the Foreign Package Exchange Department.  Apparently, it had its own customs office 
as attests the stamp on the front at the lower left corner.  On the 8th they transited though the BUCHS 
(StG) 1 BAHNHOF, an important railway station entry point into Switzerland; and, some time later 
when leaving this country at the extreme west, they went through the French customs where the 
marking (without date) just above the Hungarian customs stamp (DOUANES FRANÇAISES BU-
REAU DE VALLORBE) was applied.  This customs office was located inside Switzerland.  The 
speed and the direction of this part of the trip does not really indicate a transit by the Italian airline 
company LATI but rather a boarding on a ship in the French ‘free zone’ harbor Marseille. 
 Just by simple curiosity, I looked up the history of the Chinoin firm on Internet.  Founded in 
1910, the company was flourishing at the time these parcels were sent.  Several of its products were 
patented and therefore it’s not surprising that big parcels were shipped as far as Brazil.  During the 
communist period only the production continued at the plant.  Planning and marketing were taken 
over by government institutions.  After the opening of the eastern European market to the western 
market it became evident that the company did no longer have the structure to adequately confront a 
liberalized, competitive market.  The Hungarian government chose the option to open the investment 
possibility to foreign companies.  Starting in the early 90s, the French company Sanofy gradually 
took over Chinoin.  Today, Sanofy holds over 99% of its capital. 
 There remains a last question to be answered.  How does one determine the place of the item 
in the ranking of the ‘highest known franking of the period’: is it the value of the stamps that are ac-
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tually on the item or is it the initial franking asked for the shipment?  What is sure is that this parcel 
card would be high up in the rankings.  As in István’s example, at the time it cost a lot of money to 
send these parcels. 
 I would like to propose another method to compare the worth of the franking with today’s 
standards.  István uses the salary of a Hungarian office worker at that time.  But, salaries can fluctuate 
greatly, exact figures are not easily accessible, and, moreover, they are no reliable indicators of stand-
ards of living.  A lot of “wealth” is not monetized and this invisible part is hard to estimate for differ-
ent periods and locations.  A very simple way of getting an idea is to compare the franking of the item 
with the postage needed at that time in Hungary for a domestic letter and use this multiplier on the 
present rate of a domestic letter in your country.  In my case this gives: 189.48 / .20 (domestic letter 
rate in 1940: 20f) x .55 (domestic letter rate in France in 2008: 0.55 Euros) = 521 Euros (approxi-
mately US$750).  This is less than István’s estimate, but if today I received a letter franked 521 Euros 
you can be sure I would keep it for future generations of collectors with a pretty good feeling I’d pass 
on a possible ‘highest known franking of the period’! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front and back sides of the Profila parcel post letter endorsed VIA LATI.  Note the entries ‘124P’ and ‘82’ in 
the upper right corner of the front.  The back side bears 16 x 5P and 1 x 2P stamps worth 82P.   

 
Editor’s note: According to a very detailed airmail rate table that I have from 1936, 20kg was the up-
per limit for sending parcels abroad unless there were exceptions to specific countries mentioned.  
The weigh limit was the same for both surface and airmail parcels.  The fee calculations included the 
surface rate plus the airmail surcharge.  The airmail surcharge was based on weight per kilogram, 
NOT grams.  At that time, it was not possible to send parcels by air to Brazil.  By 1940 with the intro-
duction of the LATI airmail service to South America, this became possible.  The 1936 table quotes 
the surface parcel rate of 13P70f for a 20kg package to Brazil, but this obviously increased by 1940.  
I broke down the total postage paid per each package for the two parcel slips and reverse calculated 
the basic fee and the applicable airmail surcharge.   
 

 Actual 
package 
weights  

(kg) 

Basic 
weight 

Increment 
(kg) 

Air surcharge 
weight  

increment 
(kg) 

Basic  
parcel 
cost 

(pengő) 

airmail  
surcharge 

 @ 
1,16Pengő/kg  

Postage 
paid per 
package 
(pengő) 

total  
postage 

paid 
(pengő) 

Profila 

parcel slip 

18.35 20 19 39.96 22,04 62 124,00 

18.4 20 19 39,96 22,04 62 

de Weerd 

parcel  

slip 

19.8 20 20 39,96 23,20 63.16  

189,48 20.0 20 20 39,96 23,20 63.16 

19.1 20 20 39,96 23,20 63.16 
 

The annotations on the two slips, nevertheless, were confusing.  The markings on the Profila card 
consisted of the calculation 39,84 + 1,16 = 41,00, and twice this amount (82) was entered on the card 
below the actual postage paid: 124P. Actually, 82Pengős’ worth of stamps was applied to the back 
side of this card.  This could represent an error that was caught later and corrected to 124P.  Per-
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haps an insufficient franking receipt was made out and sent to the company to collect the missing 
postage.  The markings on Jan-Jaap’s card (3 x 32,05) are also confusing.  Only the 1,16 number on 
the Profila card makes sense: it represents the airmail surcharge per kilogram.  The clerk quite pos-
sibly and mistakenly assumed that this charge applied per piece of mailing. 
 Jan-Jaap also provided the route map shown on the back cover.  The LATI airline connected 
Europe to South America via Rome, Lisbon, and Seville.  Given that his parcel slip bears a French 
customs mark, it is highly likely that it passed though Vichy France to Spain for transportation by air 
to Brazil. Again, it is unfortunate that there are no arrival marks on the document. 

 
 
 

WHAT I SAW ON EBAY 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 Every now and then I have to smile at the ignorance that reeks from lot descriptions on eBay.  
The 1918 airmail cover described as (typewriter) addressed to NEW YORK was one.  Perhaps the 
seller did not realize that the first non-stop transcontinental flight was credited to Charles Lindbergh 
in 1926 and this flight did not involve commercial carriage of airmail.  Commercial trans-Atlantic 
mail started with the flights of the Graf Zeppelin to North and South American in the early 1930s.  
Anyway, the cover listed on eBay for few dollars probably was favor cancelled after airmail service 
ended.  The enterprising owner decided to add “FLUGPOST’ and a New York ‘address.’  Hopefully, 
there were no P. T. Barnum-type ‘suckers’ out there who believed that they were buying the ‘real 
McCoy’ of Hungarian airmail covers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The cover on the left was not on eBay but was sent by Bill Maddox.  It is and nice, clean ex-
ample of a fictitious 1918 airmail cover that was duly cancelled but not flown.  There are no arrival 
CDS markings on the front or the reverse side.  The registry label also does not belong to the series 
discussed in the past two issues by Endre Krajcsovics and László Filep. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

Airmail cover franked with a 10P Madonna stamp sent to Uruguay in 1936. 
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 The cover illustrated on the previous page was sent to Uruguay in July 1936 franked with 
10P90f postage.  The unusual feature of this item is that the 10P Madonna stamp was used in the 
franking.  This world class rarity sold for $427.  Yes, this ‘dream’ franking was also on István Glatz’s 
wish list but he and I were unsuccessful in acquiring it. 
 The next exceptional cover was sent to Uruguay on 1 July 1936 franked with 25,60P (!) 
stamps (including five of the 5P airmail stamps).  It arrived in Montevideo on 6 July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 This column is my LAST ‘What I Saw on eBay’ feature.  Recently, I have begun to ques-
tion my sanity as to how I became the ‘man from La Mancha,’ Don Cervantes’ Don Quixote charac-
ter jousting with windmills.  Originally, I was hoping to use this column to highlight unusual offer-
ings as well as to advise, warn, and perhaps to educate less experienced readers to the dangers of fake 
offerings in the Internet philatelic marketplace.  In the past few months, I have been overwhelmed by 
the quantity of new, previously undocumented variety of fraudulent, fictitious, and fantasy overprints 
from the post-World War I and II periods pouring out of the counterfeiting mills of Hungary.  Past 
and current SHP members blatantly offer bogus material with the simple caveat ‘no guarantee,’ some-
times at ridiculously low starting prices.  Worst yet, buyers, including members of SHP, eagerly bid 
up the offerings to get ‘scarce’ material for their collections.  (If you have seen some of my items for 
sale, I will GURANTEE fake overprints and mark such stamps on the reverse side in INK as fraudu-
lent.)  So, I’m putting this project behind me.  With all due respect to the deceased, Heinz Pape would 
be overjoyed!  If someone wants to continue the column, please step forward, prepare a column, 
and I will be happy to publish it in future newsletters. 

 
 
 

THE EDITOR’S NOTES 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 Germany honored the 800th anni-
versary of the birth of St. Elisabeth of Hun-
gary with a 0,55€ stamp on November 8th.  
The design depicts the saint feeding a pa-
tient.  It was printed in small sheets of 10 
and sold out quickly.  The post office of 
Vatican City also honored the Hungarian 
saint with a 0,65€ stamp as she was depicted 
on a stained glass window. 
 Rumania honored German personal-
ities from Transylvania.  Rocket scientist 
Herman Obert was one of the persons shown 
on the series.  Oberth’s story was told in an 
article by the late Dr. Szilagyi published in 
the January-March 2003 issue of The News 
of Hungarian Philately. 

  

  

2007 new issues from Germany and the Vatican City 
honoring the 800th anniversary of the birth of St. 

Elisabeth of Hungary 
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 The Italian Post was caught up in revisiting old territorial disputes.  It had proposed issuing a 
0,65€ stamp showing the former Governor’s Palace in Fiume bearing the inscription “Fiume - Eastern 
Land, once Italian.”  Ooops… Fiume is now Rijeka in Croatia and it seems like that the dispute over 
this once-Hungarian city is not over.  The stamp’s release was postponed from October to December 
10th so as not to interfere with the November elections in Croatia.  Two days after the stamp was is-
sued, Croatia filed a diplomatic protest.  The stamp is illustrated on the inside back cover.  
 The 10th anniversary ‘Ballonpost Przemysl’ postcard illustrated below represents still another 
new posting.  The card was returned from the town of Budaörs in 1926; unfortunately, the date of 
posting is illegible.  I purchased this card on eBay and it demonstrates the new ‘finds’ are still possi-
ble since the Budaörs posting was not listed in the original article written by Gábor Voloncs that ap-
peared in the January-March 2007 issue of The News. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 A Russian stamp from a philatelic auction ad in Linn’s Stamp News caught my eye recently.  
It depicted a young girl wearing a pioneer’s red necktie giving a salute.  The format of the salute dif-
fers from the standard military salute that we are used to seeing.  It shows an open hand held diago-
nally across the forehead (no, not apply directly to forehead as in the annoying headache remedy 
commercial).  The reason that it triggered a déjà vu is that it was the salute we, as Hungarian young 
pioneers in the mid-1950s, were supposed to learn.  As I recall, my friends and I grumbled about how 
stupid it looked…  The subject of having been a young pioneer was discussed during my citizenship 
application interview back in 1963.  The examiner had a difficult time understanding that ALL 
school-age children were inducted into the pioneer movement.  There was no opting-out.  Of course, 
aspiring new U.S. citizens were not supposed to be part of a communist organization.  Somehow, we 
managed to get over this stumbling block and soon thereafter I received my naturalization papers.  
  Gábor Voloncs wrote an article in the December 2007 issue of the Szabolcsi Bé-
lyegújság about the mute cancels used in the post offices along the Danube River region with neigh-
boring Serbia in the opening months of World War I.  Historians will recall that Austria-Hungary de-
clared war on Serbia on 28 July 1914.  Immediately after the declaration, mobilized military units be-
gan to be transported to major railway junctions in southern Hungary near Újvidék, Fehértemplom, 
and Versec.  The post offices in the region affected by the military maneuvers were instructed not to 
use cancellers that identified the origins of the letters.  The reasoning was that, because the fieldpost 
system was not operating yet, the increased volume of mail could provide clues to the enemy to the 
geographical direction of the impending attack.  This edict was officially promulgated on 3 Septem-
ber 1914 and remained in effect until the fortunes of war turned in favor of the Dual Monarchy on 26 
March 1915.  Gábor has collected a group of 42 covers bearing ‘mute’ cancels from this period that 
demonstrate their immediate implementation two-three days after the declaration of war.  These can-
celling devices were cut from pieces of wood or cork.  In some instances, the three- or four digit 
money order cancelling devices were used.  The ‘mute’ directive also applied to registry labels on 
which the town names were routinely excised.  The example illustrated below from my collection was 
mailed from Újvidék on 14 August 1914 as documented by the date marked on the reverse side.  The 
advertising card was also censored at Újvidék prior to forwarding to Italy. 

 

 
Young Pioneer Saluting, Russia 

Scott # 588 Stamp Issue from 1936 
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 Bob Morgan wrote about the undercover mail service via Portugal that circumvented the 
mail embargo between warring countries, such as Hungary and Great Britain, in the April-June 2004 
issue of The News.  The address, P.O. Box 506, in Lisbon was operated by Thomas Cook and Sons 
and forwarded letters between the Hungary and other countries.  Recently, three envelopes were sold 
on eBay sent from Hungary addressed to P.O. Box 506.  The airmail cover was purchased by a buyer 
in Hungary, the two surface covers by your editor.  To my knowledge, these are only fourth, fifth, and 
sixth documented covers originating from Hungary sent to P.O. Box 506, Lisbon, Portugal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two envelopes sent to P.O. Box 506 in Lisbon. 
 

 On December 20, 2007 the Schengen Agreement became effective regarding the national 
borders of Austria, Hungary, Slovenia, and Slovakia.  Visa-free and passport control free travel in 
these countries is now a reality.  As a result, a 700-kilometer section of the Trianon border sepa-
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rating the Hungarian ethnic communities in these countries disappeared.  The larger communi-
ties on opposite sides of the Danube River of Komárom and Komárno, Esztergom and Sturovó held 
joint celebrations. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The sixth documented letter sent to P.O. Box 506 from Mór, Hungary on 28 August 1941. 

 
 This issue represents the 72nd copy of the newsletter that I have edited in the past 18 years.  I 
started this ‘career’ with the June 1990 issue.  At Chicagopex last November, I have a brief conversa-
tion with the editor of the Czechoslovak Society’s newsletter, and he was surprised that I held this job 
18 years later.  He informed me that he was about 12 years at the same post and his wife already stat-
ed that ‘it will end.’  I would like to express my appreciation for the contributors who made this issue 
happen on a timely basis.  In the long run, I would like to thank my helpers behind the scenes: Alan 
Hoover’s organizations skills brought out the best in this Society.  He marshaled (persuasively, I 
might add) the ‘volunteer’ spirit in our members in the past decade.  Our current and past secretaries, 
Jim Gaul and Bob Morgan, helped with the correspondence and with recruiting new members.  
Treasurers Ted Johnson and Wes Learned made sure that the financial matters of this Society were 
in order.  Auction chairperson Emmerich Vamos contributed to the active involvement of the mem-
bers in helping their collections grow as well as supporting the sound financial basis of this Society.  
LAST BUT NOT LEAST, I would like to express my strongest appreciation to Chris Brainard, the 
PUBLISHER of this newsletter.  Chris stepped up to volunteer printing and mailing the newsletters in 
1997 at a time when my engineering job and carrier were uncertain.  He has kept up with the constant 
changes in the membership list and addresses and delivered the newsletters in a timely manner.  
Without Chris’ help, we would not be approaching our 40th anniversary as an organization! 
 As we head towards our 40th anniversary, I would like to pose the question, where do 
we go from here?!?!  My fellow Society members, it’s up to YOU!  We will be conducting an elec-
tion of new officers at the end of this year.  This presents OPPORTUNITY #1 for you to step up and 
HELP.  The What I Saw on eBay column needs a new columnist.  That’s opportunity #2.  I have one 
article in the pipeline for the June newsletter.  I need more.  That’s opportunity #3.  The list can go on 
and on!  All of the officers’ postal and email addresses are located on the inside of the front cover.  
We are a society that is open to communication from the members.  Send us your list of wants, a short 
note about a collecting questions, a photocopy of a favor stamp or cover.  Please share your interests 
with your fellow members! 
 My apologies to Gábor Bernáth for deleting his advertisement from the December 2007 is-
sue of The News.  It will run in this and the next two issues.  Last fall was a bad time in my life. 

 
 
 

HOW TO AUTHENTICATE THE 35f/50f TURUL ERROR 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 The December 2007 issue of the Szabolcsi Bélyegújság published an article written by 
‘VOGA’ describing the identifying printing marks found on genuine copies of the 1913 35f/50f Turul 
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error, Scott # 96a.  Most of the time, this error is found in a block of 9 stamps that more or less con-
firms its genuineness.  Single copies, however, merit closer scrutiny. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1. The inside line of the 2nd lattice shape below the wing of the Turul bird is partially open in 
the bottom third. 

2. The left outside border of the lattice structure is open at the second shape from the bottom. 
3. In the space for the numeral of value, the curved line is broken in the upper left corner junc-

tion with the horizontal line. 
4. The bottom line of the ornament to the right of the numeral is broken in the middle. 
5. The inside thick line forming the border is broken about 1.2mm from the lower right corner. 
6. The 35f error is always found on a Type I stamp, i.e., the 2nd lattice below the wing of the 

Turul bird is (mostly) closed.  The stamp to the right of the error is a Type II, stamp: the 2nd 
lattice is fully open. 

 
 
 

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER (continued from page 1) 
 

 Within this issue is our annual Treasurer’s report.  We are still very financially sound as you  
can see and we encourage our members to submit ideas on how to utilize some of our funds for the 
betterment of all the membership and to support Hungarian philately.  Along the same lines of 
thought, we had a bit of confusion in our last issue due to some mix-ups in the noted year of your 
membership renewal.  Elsewhere in this issue Csaba will clarify that so all members know if they are 
due to renew this year or not.  Leave it to say that if you tag says “thru 2007” on your mailing label, 
then you must renew or this will be your last issue!  Please renew as soon as you can so our Treasurer 
can close our 2008 membership drive. 
 The latest “bound edition” which comprises the new format for years 2002 to 2005 is now 
available as previously noted in this column.  It is a monster book.  I only have 7 in this run, with 2 
spoken for, so if you want one of these email me or call me.  As with everything else, prices have 
gone up from our binder so this edition #12 is $50.00 plus the mailing costs. 
 Again I look forward to this issues’ column from Csaba on “What I saw on eBay” outlining 
some of the rarities and some of the “buyer beware” items.  Since the last issue no major flags have 
been thrown that I know of but read on in the issue and judge for yourself on what others are trying to 
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offer.   Be alert – if you come across a Hungarian item for sale and don’t know if it could be consid-
ered a fake or not, bring it to our attention and we will make our recommendation if we can. 
 Guess that’ all for this column – and as always Ray, we will ‘Keep stampin’.  

  
 
 

CONTINUATION OF THE SHP EXHIBIT FROM WASHINGTON 2006 
 

exhibit prepared by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

ITALIAN STAMP SHOWING THE FORMER GOVERNOR’S PALACE IN RIJEKA 
(FORMERLY FIUME). CROATIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WANTED: Collector in Hungary is looking for better material from the period September 1944 to 
September 1945.  Interested in double or inverted overprints, entire sheets with special varieties, bet-
ter covers, Nyíregyháza issue in every format.   

Please contact Dr. Bernáth Gábor, Szeged, Mérey u. 8. H-6722 Hungary. 

 
 

WANTED:  Any and all material dealing with the Hungarian Gendarmerie (Csendőrség) such as 
mailing labels, picture post cards, postcards, covers, cancellation, documents, photos, anything and 
everything bearing Gendarmerie addresses or addressees.  Call or write.   

Zoltan Korossy, 11227 Woodson Ave., Kensington, MD 20895.  Tel: (301) 946-2414.   
E-mail: zoltan@korossy.org. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 
11 books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Or-
ders and inquiries should be sent to:  

H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,  

e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

MAP OF THE LATI AIRLINE SERVICE ROUTE CONNECTING EUROPE  

TO SOUTH AMERICA, 1939-1942 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


