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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER
by H. Alan Hoover

This is it – or so it should have been. This should have been my last column of my tenure as
your Society President. As luck would have it, two members kindly contacted me regarding my
“Death of the SHP” article in the last issue. One candidate has agreed to run for office as an officer
and assume the role of President when he feels comfortable with the responsibilities and duties of the
position. The Executive Board Nominating Committee of the SHP therefore has recommended that I
continue in the role of President for the time being. Although this contradicts the by-laws of the society, there is a purpose; to train a new volunteer to the necessary skills and responsibilities of the President position. Bill Wilson is running for the Vice President position, and if elected will observe and
experience all the Executive Board activities beginning in 2009. Then when the time appears right,
Bill will transition over to the President position.
You will find enclosed a ballot for our elections. Our Treasurer and Secretary have agreed to
serve the society again in their current roles. Due to health reasons, Bob Morgan has requested to
step down from the VP position as he cannot dedicate the time required any longer due to this reason.
Bob has served our Society with unwavering passion for many years and has advanced our membership and organized us over the years. In light of this, I am nominating Bob for an AT LARGE position on the Executive Board, so that he can continue to offer his guidance and expertise to the society
Board as he is able to contribute. Thank you, Bob, for so many years of dedicated full service to our
Society.
I know as I write this I am sick of all the political ads, candidate mud-slinging and all the voting polls going on in the nation. But, I do have one duty along the same lines and that is to encourage
you to vote. The Executive Board has enclosed the ballot in this issue but we will also accept electronic votes. Instructions for this and the email address to send them to are noted herein this issue.
This reminds me of a cartoon that I saw many years ago when a spirited new PC user was trying to
send an electronic FAX. “I just don’t understand why it won’t go thru” was the caption and the picture was of the user holding the written page up in front of the PC monitor and pressing the “Enter”
key. So please, vote however you can, tell us if you approve all the candidates or wish to vote for anyone else for a position and we will tally the votes for the next issue.
Again, we ask for your inputs on articles to support The News. Kindly submit your article,
thoughts, ideas, questions or answers to the editor; I am certain he will be grateful for any ideas you
can supply.
I will end here for this column; and Ray, we will as always “Keep Stampin”.


DUES RENEWAL - MEMBERSHIP - VOTING
by Wes Learned

Dues – 2009. A number of members have written in during the past year inquiring if it were
possible to pay more than one years’ dues at a time. The answer is “Yes”. A member has always
been able to pay one year, two years, 5 years etc. at one time at the established dues rate at that time.
With this issue of The News of Hungarian Philately you will find the insert for remitting
dues for the 2009 year. Please note that there has been an addition to this form.
The Executive Board has agreed to offer a “Three Year Plan” for the convenience of the
membership. If your News is delivered in the U. S. a three year package would be $54.00 if paid via
Paypal, or $51 if paid by check. For those residing outside the U.S. three years would be $75 via
Paypal or USD $72 if paid by check. Of course, paying for just one year is always acceptable.
Whichever option you may choose, please remember they are due by January 31st.
Membership. As with any organization, you are only as strong as your membership, and the
SHP is no exception. Our membership has remained at or near 200 strong for the past number of
years. We remain a healthy entity in comparison to numerous other groups. We continue to receive
new applicants each year. However, we do not want to become complacent or rest upon our laurels.
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For confidentiality purposes, our membership rolls are not for general publication. Individual
members do not know if other folks are members of the Society or not. Perhaps the best way to find
out is to ask them! Ask your local stamp dealer. Ask fellow club members. Ask the people who
trade or purchase Hungarian material from you. There may be a relative that has an interest, or would
develop one if introduced to the SHP. If you find a person that isn’t currently a member, sponsor
them. Send them an application for membership (may be easily downloaded from our web-site).
Recruitment of new members will insure our status as a viable source of information and material relating to all phases of Hungarian Philately. Your help in this matter will be much appreciated.
Together we can increase our membership in 2009.
Voting. Please mark you ballot and send in you vote by snail mail or email to the Treasurer
for the officer-candidates of your Society by January 31st! Thank you for your support!


KUDOS & WELCOME
Congratulations to our exhibitors! Alfred F. Kugel received a gold medal, the German
Philatelic Society Gold Award and the Military Postal History Society award at the APS Stampshow
2008 for the exhibit titled Allied Occupation of the Former German Colonies 1914-1922. Mr. Kugel
also won a silver award for the single-frame exhibit The British Expeditionary Forces in France - The
Early Days. Lyman R. Caswell received a vermeil medal at the same show as well as the American
Association of Exhibitors Award of Honor for The First Postage Dues of Hungary, 1903-1922. In
the Stampshow literature category, Jan Verleg won a gold for the book Carpatho-Ukraine - Postal
History and Stamps, 1786-2000.
Welcome to our newest members: Mr. Harold F. Ford of Stone Mountain, GA; and Mr.
George Gera of Toronto, Canada.


HOLIDAY GREETINGS
From our house to your house: a very Merry Christmas, a prosperous and happy New Year,
and Season’s Greetings to all of our members, readers, and fellow philatelists. Kellemes karácsonyi
ünnepeket és boldog Új Évet kivánuk minden olvasónak és bélyeggyüjtő barátunknak! /Ed./


MORE ON THE SUBJECT OF ANNIVERSARIES
by Csaba L. Kohalmi

Perhaps the most important anniversary of the year 1918 90 years ago is the end of World
War I. The Great War brought about the most significant changes to the Hungarian nation probably
since the demise of the feudal Hungarian Kingdom at Mohács in 1526. With the termination of hostilities on 11 November 1918, the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy was doomed to oblivion. The different nationalities in the Monarchy splintered to form successor states, and the 1000-year old borders of
St. Stephen’s Kingdom ceased to exist. Emperor-King Karl abdicated, the Second Hungarian Republic was declared, and the period we know in philately as the ‘Occupation-era’ began.
Extreme left: Magyar
Köztársaság / Hungarian
Republic cancel from
16 November 1918.
Left: King Károly stamp
with Köztársaság / Republic
overprint from 1918.
Right: Count Mihály Károlyi,
President of Hungary, 1918.
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1918 AIRMAIL COVERS
by Simon Barb
Csaba Kohalmi’s article What I Saw on eBay in The News of Hungarian Philately prompted
me to look back at some of the faked covers for the 1918 mail service that I have seen. As Csaba has
pointed out, there are certain giveaway signs that covers are faked – notably if they are franked
“wrong” or bear incorrect postmarks.
Vic Berecz in his monograph Hungarian Airmail indicated the general “rules” for detecting
fakes. Vic also pointed out certain rules for detecting first day and second day fakes – blue ink cancellations, missing “expresses” marks and – of course – we can now add wrong registry etiquettes to
this list. Vic’s book also pointed out that there was unauthorized access to a false cancellations with
the “IND” marking that was supposedly used exclusively on mail from July 16 onward.
I am certainly no expert in detecting fakes but I would like to share with members a few observations of my own.
First, there are certain families of covers that have the same handwriting or typeface. Collectors of covers from these flights are familiar with covers addressed to Frl. Raffaella von d. Kettenburg, of which an example is shown below. Note the use of the term “Flugpost” on her letters rather
than the more usual “Repülő Postával.” Note, however, that the giveaway term “Légiposta” was not
used until the 1920’s airmail service.

Another well known correspondent was Dr. Weinert from Pozsony. He produced numerous
postcards for this service on different dates in a very distinctive style using many low value Harvester
stamps rather than the more familiar, higher value and more space-economical Parliament issues. A
slightly atypical example of a letter sent to Lemberg by him is illustrated on the next page. The majority of cards addressed to a Viennese address are similar in style, also.
The most famous recipient of multiple mailings is, of course, Stephan Stiasny, who also has
the honor of being the most prolific sender. The reason for this is that Mr. Stiasny sent a very substantial amount of mail to himself in Krakow. Interestingly enough though, it is worth noting that not
all the mail is in the same handwriting – hence one may assume that he had at least one associate in
this philatelic profligacy. Also on the next page is an example of the co-conspirator’s handwriting.
October - December 2008
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Note that the Stiasny mail also reveals different time stamps both in Vienna
and in Budapest – this should perhaps be
the subject of a future article.
Another multiple recipient is Philip
Rettig to whom I have seen mail sent on
numerous dates. Philip Rettig’s mail is
distinctive by the spacing and typeface
used. The addressee’s name is preceded
by the following:
Repülőpostával
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:M i t t e l s t F l u g p os t
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:There are other addressees that I
know to have received multiple mailings,
but I shall leave the task of listing these to
future writers’ attempt at the job of compiling a definitive list.
Although one might think that having multiple examples of mail to one addressee might be an indication of authenticity, I would like to draw the readers’ attention to a more difficult problem that I
have noted and to elicit fellow members’
response. [I would like to say that it is at
times like this one becomes acutely aware
of the passing of Dr. Paul Szilagyi, whose
opinions, always freely and generously
given, were of enormous value.]
Most of the Weinert mail was sent to Vienna
using postal cards. This example was sent to
Lemberg.

This is an example of a Stiasny cover sent to Krakow addressed by and to someone other than himself.
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The problem concerns the difficulty of judging the authenticity of mail from July 7th – ostensibly one of the rarest early dates within the service. Apparently only 68 pieces of non-registered
mail and 69 pieces of registered mail were sent on that date. My observation is that like Scotch whisky in China, there is currently more mail with that date being offered in auction than was actually
sent.

Above is an example from a recent SZDAUKCIÓ auction. The cover is clearly marked with
the Budapest 4 LLz cancel (time stamp of N11) – and on the reverse (not illustrated) bears a receiving
mark from Vienna “Flugpost 7 VII 8 -15”.
However, what does one then make of next cover from the same auction?

The markings are a little different. Here there is a blue “19” in crayon – not in itself unusual
on these early dates. Clearly, this cover is overfranked – again not unusual in itself – for example,
nearly all the Stiasny mail is over franked. The more eagle-eyed collector among you might note that
the position of the stamps is more regular than one normally finds and that the vertical alignment is
most unusual. Perhaps, too, the canceller is a little irregular or over-inked. The receiving mark from
Vienna is exactly as in the previous example.
October - December 2008
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Here is a third example from the same date:

This cover is one that I bought at Harmers a few years ago and was part of a multiple prize
winning “airmails of the world” collection. This appears to be written in the same hand as the pervious example but there are some minor differences. The use of postal stationery was not unheard of at
all – for example, Dr Weinert used it extensively. Note, too, that the German “Flugpost” was used
rather than the Hungarian term used on the previous example. The cover certainly deserves to win a
prize for the neatest example of a 1918 flight cover that I have ever seen – in all respects, it is perfect
– but is it too perfect?
I have seen at least three other examples of Kalmár covers sold at auction – two of which
were through Profila. One of these was identified as a fake and the second (in the subsequent auction) was described as genuine. NO explanation was given as to how this judgment had been reached.
The cover carries the name of a well-known dealer who – from another source – had a different address that what was marked on the envelope.
It seems possible that the author of all these letters was one person and that a special request
was made to the postal clerk to apply the cancellations with particular care. I would, of course, feel a
lot happier if some indisputably genuine mail to this addressee could be found. The element I find
most disturbing is the blue crayon mark: was this really in use on this date?
If these are fakes, why did the originator not make some effort to spread the dates to arouse
less suspicion? If there were a forger who had access to these stamps, why did he not choose an even
rarer date for his fabrication?
I am not going to pronounce my view as to the genuineness of these covers but, instead,
would like to make an appeal to other members of the society to “fess up” if they have similar covers
in their collections so that a maximally informed decision can be made.
Please contact me: my email is psbarb@psbconsult.com.


ANSWERS TO THE QUIZZ FROM THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE
1. (d) Debrecen
4. (a) Count János Batthány *
7. (c) soccer
10. (a) Esztergom
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2. (c) Sopron
3. (d) Kékestető
5. (d) lithography
6. (a) 1867
8. (c) Edward Teller
9. (c) 4
11. (c) Seat of the Provisional Government in 1849
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12. (b) László Sólyom **
13. (a) Sió
14. (a) Inverted Madonna
15. (b) 1943
16. (b) krajcár
17. (d) quill
18. (b) Csepel
19. (a) 23
20. (c) Ukraine
21. (d) Sylvester II
22. (a) Envelope design of 1874
23. (b) 1849
24. *** Germany, Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Croatia, Serbia, Rumania, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Moldova
25. (d) István Csók
* The correct given name should have been ‘Lajos.’
** The name ‘László Somogyi’ was entered in error. This question was thrown out.
*** The correct answer should have been ’10.’ This question was thrown out.
Congratulations to Alan Soble, the winner of the first quiz with 23 out of 23 correct answers.
Patrick Moore came in second place with 22 correct answers. Your prizes have been mailed! Thank
you to all who participated in the contest and hope that you will re-enter the next quiz listed below.


CAN YOU MATCH THE ENGLISH TERMS TO THE FOLLOWING HUNGARIAN PHILATELIC WORDS AND PHRASES?
The translations of the words and phrases were taken from Robert B. Morgan's book, The Hungarian
Hyperinflation of 1945-1946.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Hungarian
övezet
címer
pótdíj
ajánlott
sürgős
frankó
légiposta
kék
csomag
postaláda
város
ellenőrizve
nyomtatvány
törékeny
postás
falu
város
ujság
távirat
nyugta
köztársaság
elöfutár
felülnyomat
hamis
hónap

answer:
a
b
c
d
e
f
g
h
i
j
k
l
m
n
o
p
q
r
s
t
u
v
w
x
y

English
surcharge
coat of arms, crest
registered
republic
blue
urgent
zone
parcel
fee paid at mailing
air-mail
city
mailbox
letter-carrier
censored
telegram
newspaper
overprint
printer matter
village
receipt
forerunner
fake
breakable
month
city

Please send in your entry to the editor via email or snail mail to the address listed on the inside of the front cover. The entry deadline is 1 February 2009. The prize consisting of four different
first day covers shown on back page will be awarded to the person with the most correct answers. In
case of a tie, a drawing will determine the winner. (Thanks to Wes Learned for providing the matching test for this issue. If anyone has ideals for similar contest, please let me know.)
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COLLECTING THE HUNGARIAN ZEPPELIN FLIGHT OF 1931
by Simon Barb

In spite of the apparent abundance of Zeppelin material on the market, it can be quite a challenge just to find clean covers with well struck cachets. Once one negotiates that hurdle, the question
emerges of how further to develop that part of one’s collection. The purist goal of finding Sieger’s 17
(or more) “ recognized” variations may seem overwhelming; and, at the same time, a little obvious.
However there is still much of interest to find with more modest ambitions. Since the vast majority of
Zeppelin mail carried the correct postage with the appropriate supplement for the relevant Zeppelin
flight paid for with the specially designed Zeppelin stamps and marked correctly on the cover, it can
give considerable pleasure to search for examples where this is not the case.
All legs of LZ 127’s journey have rarities. In the case of the “Flight to Hungary” the correct
charge for letters sent from Hungary was 3,50 Pengő (Zeppelin supplement plus the cost of transporting the mail to Friedrichshafen). Cards were carried at the lower rate of 2 Pengő. Mail carrying
Hungarian stamps on this route is not plentiful but it is a reasonable challenge to find pairs or triples
of the 1 Pengő Zeppelin stamps on these covers.
When Hungarian stamps were used, they were cancelled in Budapest with a small Légi Posta
cancellation or a large cancellation also marked Budapest 72. The mail carried at least four other
marks along the route: the two red cachets, (one depicting the ”Royal Palace at Buda” and the other a
“Arrived By Zeppelin” mark), a large Friedrichshafen Bodensee cancel of 28 March and a ”Y” receiving mark from Budapest Office 72 with a date of March 29 and a time of 13. More on this later.
So, first, here is a cover with an unusual additional further cachet: “Levélgyűjtő szekrény
útján adatott fel.” This mouthful indicated that the Zeppelin surcharge was not paid directly over the
counter but was submitted pre-stamped into a sorting box for subsequent checking by the postal authority. (There are stamps adding up to 50 fillér on the reverse)

For the Hungary round trip, the Zeppelin surcharge was 2 Pengő for a round trip envelope
and 1 Pengő for a postcard in addition to the domestic postage of 20 fillér and 10f, respectively. Mail
to international destinations paid 40 fillér for an envelope and 20 fillér for a postcard. If the international destination was a “Treaty Rate” country, then the charges were less, 32f and 16f, respectively.
Upon return to Budapest, mail on this route received an F or G receiving mark from Budapest
Office 741 with a time stamp of 18 or 20 (See Berecz). However, you will see on the next page a
Flight to Hungary cover that received - in addition to all the usual Flight to Hungary marks - a Budapest 741 mark but with a time stamp of 19. I think one may reasonably conclude that this letter also

8

October - December 2008

The News of Hungarian Philately
flew on the round trip - whether by accident or by design. If this were not the case, what was this
cover doing in the intervening 6 hours and why did it end up in sorting office 741?

In principle, mail dropped at Debrecen paid the same postage as mail that flew all the way
back to Budapest, although mail with lower franking is occasionally seen. Berecz illustrates a postal
stationery card with 1 Pengő 8 fillér postage. Additionally, some mail was flown without Zeppelin
stamps. Note that the cover illustrated below also carries no Légiposta cancellation of the stamps.

By this time, one might imagine that under the pressure of handling so much mail at slightly
different rates, the postal officials were starting to feel some fatigue, evidenced by the fact that the return flight has the widest variations of non-conforming cachets and cancellations, many of which are
illustrated by Berecz - but there are others.

October - December 2008
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The Zeppelin surcharge for the return flight mail was 3 Pengő for envelopes and 2 Pengő for
cards. A properly paid international posting rates would have been 3P 40f for letters and 2P 20f for
cards. However, there are two exceptions to this. The first is mail that was destined to “Treaty” countries; and, therefore, carried stamps denominated at 32 fillér instead of 40 fillér in the case of letters,
and 16 fillér in place of 20 fillér for postcards. Above you will see an example of a marginally overfranking on a card to Germany (2P 20f in lieu of 2P 16f), again without a Légiposta cancel and a large
Friedrichshafen am Bodensee transit stamp, found only very occasionally.
The second example below is mail that should really never have reached its destination.
Berecz illustrates a 1P 20f cover to Liverpool (a similar example was sold on eBay in April 2008) but
my collection has two examples carrying a total postage of 2P – and I am sure that there are more out
there. Here is one example franked with 2P 2f.

Note that this was sent on March 24 and the postal regulations relating to Zeppelin flights
were quite possibly not yet fully absorbed by the checking postal officials.
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My final “rarity” is a pure philatelic creation by the well known collector, János Örvös: a return flight cover to Budapest (!), devoid of Zeppelin stamps and carrying a Zeppelin vignette. Perhaps it is amusing to note that this item of mail followed the exact reverse route as the first example
shown in this article – except the postage paid was only 2P 16f, two-thirds of what it should have
been!

To recap, it is worth noting that there were at least two different sizes of the Budapest Légiposta cancels (large and small) as well as three different cancels for Friedrichshafen. Indeed, although not illustrated here, there were even two different rubber stamps used for cancellations aboard
the Graf Zeppelin. Not all of these are included in Sieger.
I hope that I have shown successfully the fact that there are so many intriguing, uncatalogued rarities on mail involved with LZ 127. Combined with the beauty of the design of the
airmail stamps, it makes this area surely worthy of further interest and investigation.


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
My name is Don Perdang. I’m a new member of the Society for Hungarian Philately. I have
been collecting Hungarian stamps and all other areas that have used and overprinted the stamps of
Hungary (Fiume, Czechoslovakia and Jugoslavia). I started collecting stamps in 1954 when I was a
kid in the hospital with a ruptured appendix. My mom bought me an inexpensive world album and a
packet of cheap stamps. I was hooked! I came from a tough neighborhood and never let my buddies
know I collected stamps. I know that back then they would have labeled me a ‘geek.’ In 1959 I started collecting only Eastern European stamps but mainly the stamps of Hungary. I pretty much have
everything from Scott #1, mint, up to the present day. I purchased almost all of my stamps (95%)
from reliable dealers and auction houses over the years. I do have certificates of authenticity and also, fifty to sixty percent of my occupation issues are backstamped or signed.
I guess that at my age it’s too late to lose sleep over the forgeries that I have accumulated. I
have kids and grandkids but none of them are interested in stamp collecting. All they seem to think
about are their computers and DVDs. When I pass from this earth, I know some smuck will take advantage of my wife and family and tell them that all the stamps are fakes and forgeries.
Thanks for listening.
Donald Perdang
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Greetings from Bonn!
Yesterday the latest issue of The News arrived, and I have already begun working on your
fascinating quiz. I was wondering, however, if your spell-check might not have played a trick on you
for question 12, answer b. Please have a look.
The note on James Michener was welcome. I was sad that the USPS missed honoring his
100th birthday (like it missed the 100th birthday of John Steinbeck in 2002), especially when one recalls that the USPS considers so many pop topics worthy of commemoration. By contrast, the Pacific island state of Vanuatu actually issued a set of four to honor Michener on the centenary of his birth.
The stamps were in recognition of the publicity he gave Vanuatu (then known as New Hebrides) in
his book Tales of the South Pacific, which became the basis for a popular musical and film. Unfortunately for collectors of Hungarica, all of the stamps from Vanuatu allude specifically to Tales of
the South Pacific and show Michener writing and working under palm trees.
In your Editor’s Notes, you refer to declining membership in the APS. I just quit that organization after about 26 years of membership, primarily because the benefits (especially to someone
paying for mailing the “AP” to Europe) do not correspond to the ever-rising rates for dues. I consider
myself lucky if I find one decent article in each issue of the AP, and one issue per year is a total writeoff because it is devoted to publicity. Furthermore, the AP has become increasingly about personalities, individuals, and APS politics (including lawsuits), with less space for serious philately. A comparison of AP with its German equivalent, Philatelie, shows what I am talking about. The German
monthly regularly includes pictures of often the same well-known collectors giving each other prizes,
but it is also a gold mine of information in the form of articles and reviews.
Patrick Moore
First, I don’t expect to win but can’t resist a quiz of any kind. Enjoyed this one a lot.
Am saddened by the news on the first page of this issue. Had never been a member of a
stamp club or society or exhibited before joining SHP. Since joining I have joined 2 local clubs, exhibited at the state fair for 4 years, won 2 best of show ribbons in foreign philately, am exhibiting in
my first real stamp show ( at Rio Rancho stamp club on Oct.18).
I mention all this to show my appreciation for the efforts of all involved. After collecting
Hungarian stamps & covers for some 50 years I discovered SHP & you, Csaba. You & SHP have enriched my last years of collecting & extended the breadth & depth of my knowledge.
I will, I hope, continue to see you on eBay. I have neither the knowledge nor the wherewithal
to apply for consideration for the open position which is my & our loss.
Thank you & all the others who worked so hard for our organization.

Ed Waters


THE EDITOR’S NOTES
by Csaba L. Kohalmi

Miklós Técsy wanted to share a view of the fortress of
Gyula, the town where he was born. It is also located very close to
the house where his parents and he lived in the 1930s and 1940s.
The fortress of Gyula’s unique feature is that it is located in the
southern Hungarian Plain. All of the other fortresses I illustrated
in the July-September issue were located in the northern part of
the country. Historically, once the Hungarian Kingdom’s line of
frontier posts along the Danube was breached by the Ottoman
Turks, Central Hungary became unprotected because it lacked of
natural defenses and stone forts on the Plain. The Gyula fort is illustrated on a stamp issued in 1963, Scott No. 1499.
Despite my mental lapses on three of the ‘correct’ answers in the Hungarica Quiz, I think the
effort was a success. There was significant e-mail traffic discussing the subject goofs as well as other
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suggestions. My hopes of rekindling member participation were realized! Question No. 6 was the
one that most entrants got wrong. I know that I have discussed in previous newsletters that fact that
the 1867 series was the first stamps issued by the independent Hungarian Post. Gyula Madarász initiated the discussion on this topic in the 1972/2 issue of Philatelica magazine. In 1985 40+ of the
world’s top philatelists signed a statement designating the 1867 issue as the first stamps of the Hungarian Post. In 1992 Zsuzsa Sipos published a book based on the research of contemporary documents proving that the 1867 Francis Joseph design stamps were first ordered by the Hungarian Post
and shortly thereafter the same stamps were they placed into use by the Austrian Post.
Recently, I was reading a review of David James Smith’s book, One Morning in Sarajevo:
28 June 1914 (published by Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 336 pages, £19). The reviewer noted that prior
to World War I, the Austro-Hungarian Empire “was peaceful and law-governed in a way that contrasts poignantly with the totalitarian decades that followed. The great pity is that Emperor Franz
Josef II, who ruled from 1848 to 1916, enjoyed robust good health, living to the overripe old age of
86 and blocking the changes that modernity required of his country. Under a different monarch with
a more reformist bent, the empire might have survived for many happy decades more. The shots that
killed the heir-apparent to the imperial throne, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, and his wife Sophie, in Sarajevo on June 28th 1914 unleashed the destruction of the Habsburg empire, the most advanced multicultural and multi-ethnic state the Europe had ever seen.”
The Museum of the American Hungarian Foundation, 300 Somerset St., New Brunswick, NJ
is exhibiting a 40-year retrospective of sculptures by Hollósy. The dates of the exhibit are October 5,
2008 through March 22, 2009.
Recently, there were several items on eBay
worthy of a mention. One seller was offering the
1938 Eucharistic Congress souvenir sheet, of which
you can usually find one or two examples every day.
This particular sheet, however, received special attention from several bidders because it was en example of the missing designer’s name under the 20f
stamp. Due to an indentation in the rubber backing
cylinder during printing, an unknown number of error sheets were produced. My bid, unfortunately,
was unsuccessful. I believe that the winning bid was
in the neighborhood of $150. The second item was a
cover bearing the 1949 large Chain Bridge souvenir
sheet sent to New York in 1950. Two stamp dealers
from Hungary bid the price up over $350. The third
item was a copy of Scott No. 1697, the 50f stamp
from the 1965 Universiade set with missing text and
numeral of value. One sheet of 50 exits of this error.
The stamp sold for $200 to an SHP member.
Enlarged 20f stamp cropped from the eBay
illustration showing the missing
designer’s name error.

1965 Universiade stamp with missing
inscription and value indication.
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Brian Freeman forwarded a photocopy of H. James Maxwell’s article about Chinese forgeries encountered on eBay from The China Clipper, 72/5, pp. 171-181. The author expounded on
several of the 3,000 (!) images that he has accumulated of questionably listings of Chinese stamps and
covers. Evidently, APS is working in conjunction with eBay to put brakes on some of the bogus listings as part of a joint fraud prevention program. Just as is the case with forged Hungarian stamps, the
sellers offering fake Chinese material will stop at nothing in creating fake overprints, chemically removing genuine ones, ‘creating’ bogus covers with photocopied cancels, etc. etc. etc. The author
questioned several of eBay’s policies regarding not requiring the seller to list his exact location as
well as not requiring a detailed description the offering other than ‘see scan.’ He also stated that
eBay’s new privacy policies ‘protect’ bidders’ identities, but this practice opens the door to sham bidding. The author’s bottom line was “With all the fine auction houses in the world, why would a seller
start a $500+ stamp or cover on eBay for $9.99 and describe it as see scan.” Caveat emptor!
Bob Morgan sent scans of airmail covers and pointed out several being offered on eBay in
order to supplement the survey of airmail rates in 1947-1950. Several items confirmed the data that I
already published in the last issue of The News; however, there was new information. I’m marking
the appropriate new findings with a large ‘X’ in the table below.
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Bob also speculated that the fluctuation in the airmail rate could be a result of
those fees being tied to a gold franc conversion. He also provided an interesting Taxe
Perçue cover posted on 5 August 1946. The
markings on the cover indicated that it
weighed 7 1/2 grams, airmail surcharge was 2
Swiss gold francs, and the total postage paid
in cash was 9Ft. Since the foreign letter rate
was 1Ft, the airmail rate was 4Ft per 5gm.
Another such example was sold on eBay. It
was posted on 17 August 1946 and franked
with a single 5Ft stamp. The weight indicated
on the cover was 4.5gm, so, after subtracting
the 1Ft foreign letter fee, the airmail surcharge was 4Ft.
Another interesting example from Bob is the cover illustrated on the next page. It was a large
envelope containing postage stamps sent for export in March 1949 by Sigismund Milch to the Home
of the Postage Stamps in New York. The postage paid was 25,40Ft, a considerable sum at the time.
The cover also bore Hungarian customs office markings.
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Registered foreign airmail cover from March 1949 with 25,40Ft postage paid (fifth weight increment foreign
letter up to 100gm: 1Ft + 4 x 0,60Ft; registration: 2Ft; airmail surcharge: 20 x 1Ft). The airmail surcharge
rate for this cover was 1Ft per 5gm.

The year 2008 was an anniversary year for several significant events in Hungarian history
that have philatelic mementos. In 1918, the first Hungarian airmail service, the fourth in the world,
operated for a brief three-week period. In 1938, parts of the Felvidék / Upper Hungary were returned
in midst of national jubilation after being separated from historical Hungary for twenty years by the
Treaty of Trianon. And, in 1958, Imre Nagy, the legitimate Prime Minister of Hungary during the
1956 Freedom Fight, was executed by the Quisling Kádár-regime.

Above: Parcel 301: The grave marker of Prime
Minister Imre Nagy. Right: The statue of Imre Nagy
looking toward the Parliament Building in Budapest.

Rick Miller was touting the historical aspect of owning the 1919 ‘Bolshevik Heads’ issue of
the Hungarian Soviet Republic in an August 2008 issue of Linn’s Stamp News. The duration of the
Tanácsköztársaság was a mere 133 days, yet it was the most successful attempt to expand the Russian Bolshevik revolution into parts of Europe. The set included the first-ever portraits of the founders of the communist movement, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. By an unfortunate choice, it also
included Hungary’s 1848 nationalist and revolutionary poet, Sándor Petőfi, Hungarian Jacobin Ignác
Martinovics, and crusader turned revolutionary György Dózsa. Communist Hungarian historians
have always looked at Dózsa as the ‘founder’ of the Hungarian workers’ movement.
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THE GHOST WHO CALLED LONG DISTANCE
by Paul Richter, M.D.

It was the afternoon of September 26th that I was looking through a box of Eastern European
covers at the South Eastern Stamp Show. I am always on the lookout for items that are not only of
philatelic and historical interest but also have some connection to my family name or to a friend’s.
I was puzzled to see a large number of Távbeszélő Jegy forms that were used to document
and pay for long distance telephone calls made at post offices. I was not familiar with these forms
and was surprised to see regular stamps on them.
All of a sudden, I noticed a very well preserved copy cancelled with the date 1914-máj.20N10, Budapest 90. The information noted on the form stated that the elapsed time of the call was 3
minutes. Furthermore, the form stated jelentkezett meaning that the person for whom the call was intended was notified at 8:35 (probably A.M.) and the beszélgetés történt (the conversation occurred) at
8:50. The person initiating the call to Zombor was Than Mór.

Távbeszélő Jegy for the phone call between Budapest and Zombor on 20 May 1914.
The instructions on the back state that the cost of a 3-minute phone call is 2K
(a 6-minute call is 4K) to be paid for using postage stamps.

My heart skipped a beat when I saw the caller’s name. I tried to remember the date when
Mór Than’s design for the first Hungarian stamp was created (1848) and to calculate the elapsed time
between it and when the long distance conversation took place. He would have been quite advanced
in years by 1914! But, if it wasn’t the same person, was it a relative with such an unusual name?

Painting of the Battle of Kosovo Polje by Adam Stefanovič
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So, ninety-four years later, I am recalling the
extended history prompted by Mór Than’s long
distance telephone call. The call took place 39
days before the assassination of Habsburg Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife Sophie by
Gavrilo Princip on the 28th of June. That day is
called Vidovdan or St. Vitus’s Day and it is the
anniversary of the Battle of Kosovo Polje (Field
of Blackbirds) that took place in 1389 between
the Serbs and Ottoman Turks. The Serbs lost the
battle and their independent statehood. One of
their leaders, Miloš Obilić, insinuated himself in
the Sultan Murad’s presence and killed him on
the spot before being slashed to pieces himself.
One version of the story states that Miloš killed
the sultan while pretending to be dead as the sultan toured the battlefield after his victory. In another version, Miloš pretended to surrender and
Miloš Obilić killing Sultan Murad from a
then plunged a knife into the sultan. Neverthepainting by Ferdo Kikerec.
less, he gained everlasting hero status in Serbian
history. Even today, the world is witness to the conflict between Serbs and Albanians in Kosovo because the site of the battle is now part of the independent nation of Kosovo. But, let’s press on…

Left: Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife leaving City Hall in Sarajevo on 28 June 1914.
Right: Assassin Gavrilo Princip in custody after the attack.

The long distance call was placed to Zombor then located in southern Hungary. The town’s
current name is Sombor and it is in Serbia. So, could the called really have been named Mór Than
and was there a sinister purpose in the call such as planning a second Vidovdan of 1914? We will
never know but it’s a pleasure to let one’s imagination roll.
Who was the real Mór Than? Wikipedia states that he was born in
Óbecse (now in Serbia) of 19 June 1828 and died in Trieste on 11 March
1899. He was a wonderful and influential painter in the 19th century. He
followed Kossuth’s armies in the 1848-49 War of Independence and painted battle scenes. His design for the first Hungarian postage stamp is now
proudly preserved in the Budapest Stamp Museum. It is also illustrated
and described in the introduction to the Magyar posta- és illetékbélyeg
katalógus / The Catalog of Hungarian Postage and Revenue Stamps.
His design was never produced as a postage stamp since the Hungarians
lost the war in 1849 and the country was reduced in status to a
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province of the Austrian Empire. Austria introduced postage stamps in 1850 and it wasn’t until 1867
that the first stamps of the independent Hungarian Post came into use.

Left: Than’s design for the first Hungarian postage stamp from 1848.
Right: Than’s painting of the siege of Buda Castle by the Hungarians in 1849.

So, back to reality, maybe another Mór Than placed the phone call to Zombor on 20 May
1914, 15 years and 70 days after the death of the painter Mór Than, but who knows?
Long live Mór Than!


THE 2008 BEIJING OLYMPICS
Hungary’s athletes won only three gold medals at the Summer Olympics in China along with
five silver and two bronze medals. This achievement underwhelmed the performance turned in Montreal in 1976 when the tally was four gold, five silver and 13 bronze medals. This must have been
disappointing to a nation that was used to double digit gold medal performances in the past (Berlin,
1936: 10; London, 1948: 10, Helsinki, 1952: 16; Tokyo, 1964: 10; Mexico City, 1968: 10; Seoul,
1988: 11; Barcelona, 1992: 11). In 1952 and 1968, the Hungarians were ranked third in the medal
count behind the sport super-powers of the United States and the Soviet Union. /Ed./

Commemorative cover honoring the gold medal-winning Hungarian men’s water polo team.
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2008 NEW ISSUES
Issue date: 14 August 2008
50th Anniversary of the City Zoos in Debrecen and Veszprém
Face value: 2 x HUF 260. Sheet size: 110 x
60mm, stamp size: 40 x 30mm.
Designer: Péter Berky. The design shows various
animals.
Technical details: Printed in offset by the Banknote
Printers, Ltd. in small sheets of 2 stamps in an edition of 300,000.

Issue date: 19 August 2008
Enamel Panels of the Hungarian Holy Crown, Part IV.
Face value: 3 x HUF 300. Sheet
size: 90 x 75mm, stamp size: 20
x 26mm.
Designer: Eszter Domé. The
stamps depict three portraits
from the crown. The background on the sheet margins
shows a detail from the Hungarian Coronation Robe.
Technical details: Printed by the
State Printing Office, Ltd. in an
edition of 150,000 copies.

Issue date: 2 September / 9 October / 5 November 2008
FILAFALU IV, V, and VI. Stamp Package and Board Game
Face value: HUF 200. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm
(horizontal format); 30 x 40mm (vertical format).
Designer: Kázmér Deák. The stamp designs show
cartoon characters.
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 50 by the
State Printing Office, Ltd.
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Issue date: 2 September 2008
Greetings Stamp with Flowers
Face value: Non-denominated (selling price: HUF 70). Stamp size: 36.2 x 25.2mm, label size: 18 x
25.2mm, sheet size: 297 x 210mm.
Designers: Szilvia Lázár and Tibor Raszler. The stamps depict various flowers (all different). The
attached label can be personalized.
Technical details: Printed using offset by the Banknote Printers’ Ltd. in sheets of 20 stamps.

Issue date: 5 September 2008
500th Anniversary of the Birth of Miklós Zrinyi
Face value: HUF 190. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm.
Designer: László Dudás. The stamps shows a portrait of the
Hungarian-Croatian military hero and a detail from Bertalan
Székely’s painting depicting Zrinyi’s last charge out of
Szigetvár in 1566.
Technical details: Offset printed by the State Printing Office,
Ltd. in an edition of 250,000 stamps.
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Issue date: 25 September 2008
Synagogues of Hungary
Face value: HUF 200 & 250. Stamp size: 30.7 x 45mm.
Designer: Péter Nagy. Photographer: Károly Szelényi.
The designs show the interior of the New Synagogue of
Szeged and the Synagogue of the Rabbinate of Budapest.
Technical details: Offset printed by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in an edition of 200,000 sets.

150th Anniversary of the Birth of György Zala
Face value: HUF 200. Stamp size: 30 x 40mm.
Designer: Eszter Domé. The stamp reproduced the statue of Archangel
Gabriel designed by sculptor György Zala from the Millenium Monument if Budapest. Zala received the Grand Prix at the 1900 Paris Exposition for this work. He is also credited with designing and executing
several sculptures of Hungary’s kings as part of the Millennium Monument.
Technical details: Offset printed in sheets of 50 by the State Printing
Office, Ltd. in an edition of 300,000 stamps.
Issue date: 9 October 2008
‘Hello’ Personalizable Stamps

Face value: Non-denominated (selling price: HUF 70). Stamp size: 36.2 x 25.2mm, label size:
18 x 25.2mm, sheet size: 297 x 210mm.

Designer: Mária Lipovszky-Drescher. The stamps show cartoon animals. The attached label
can be personalized.
Technical details: Printed using offset by the Banknote Printers’ Ltd. in sheets of 20 stamps.
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TABLE OF PARCEL POST LETTERS, 1876-1895
compiled by Csaba L. Kohalmi
with illustrations from the collection of Gábor Visnyovszki
Year /
Language /
Kiadás
Nyelv
1876 Imprint: 5kr Hungarian
Revenue Design
HungarianCroatian
HungarianItalian
1876

1876

1878

Color /
Szín
black

Regular /
Általános
grayish paper

C.O.D. /
Utánvételes
bluish-green paper

“

“

“

“

“

“

Hungarian
HungarianCroatian
HungarianItalian

blue
“

grayish paper
“

bluish-green paper
“

“

“

“

Hungarian

blue

grayish paper

bluish-green paper

HungarianCroatian
HungarianItalian

“

“

“

“

“

“

blue printing
on buff paper
“

reddish-brown printing on buff paper
“

unwatermarked,
printed on postcard stock

blue printing on
grayish paper

unwatermarked,
printed on postcard stock

“

brown printing on
grayish paper
“

“

“

International use

Hungarian
HungarianCroatian

1880

Hungarian

blue

Hungarian“
Croatian
Hungarian“
French-German

Notes /
Megjegyzések

Watermarked:
KINCSTÁRI JÖVEDÉK

“

“

1876 issue parcel post letters of transit with two different typesettings.
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5kr ‘small’
crest indicium

5kr revenue stamp
indicium

1978 issue with two different typesettings.

1880 issue for domestic use

1883 issue for domestic use

1883 issue, Hungarian and
Croatian language
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1880 Imprint:
Hungarian
blue
‘small’ Hungarian
Crest
Hungarian“
Croatian
Hungarian“
German-French
1883

Hungarian

blue

Hungarian“
Croatian
Hungarian“
French-German
1893

Hungarian

dark blue

1895?

Hungarian“
Croatian
Hungarian“
French-German
Hungarian
dark blue
Hungarian“
Croatian
Hungarian“
French-German

blue (shades)
printing on buff
paper (shades)

brown printing on
buff paper

printed on postcard
stock

“

“

“

“

“

International use

blue printing
on buff paper
“

brown printing on
buff paper
“

line separates tab for
add’l postage
"

“

“

International use

yellowish paper
“

greenish-blue paper
“

Tab heading:
Frankójegyek…
“

“

“

International use

yellowish paper
“

greenish-blue paper
“

Raktárkönyv…
szövegmódosítás
“

“

“

International use

Left: 1893 parcel post letter for international use
Right: 1893 collect on delivery form for domestic use
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WANTED: Collector in Hungary is looking for better material from the period September 1944 to
September 1945. Interested in double or inverted overprints, entire sheets with special varieties, better covers, Nyíregyháza issue in every format.
Please contact Dr. Bernáth Gábor, Szeged, Mérey u. 8. H-6722 Hungary.
WANTED: Any and all material dealing with the Hungarian Gendarmerie (Csendőrség) such as
mailing labels, picture post cards, postcards, covers, cancellation, documents, photos, anything and
everything bearing Gendarmerie addresses or addressees. Call or write.
Zoltan Korossy, 11227 Woodson Ave., Kensington, MD 20895. Tel: (301) 946-2414.
E-mail: zoltan@korossy.org.
FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY
Book #
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12 *

Volumes
1-3
4-6
7-9
10-12
13-15
16-18
19-21
22-24
25-27
28-30
31-32
33-36

Years
1970-1972
1973-1975
1976-1978
1979-1981
1982-1984
1985-1987
1988-1990
1991-1993
1994-1996
1997-1999
2000-2001
2002-2005

Cost
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$50 *

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first
11 books for $320.00. * Book No. 12 costs $50 each. Freight fees will be added to all orders. Orders and inquiries should be sent to:

H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,
e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org
FEE CLAIMED BY OFFICE OF FIRST ADDRESS
by Judy Kennett

The registered express cover illustrated below was mailed from Mezőkövesd in June 1941
(date illegible) and arrived in New York on 18 August 1941. It was censored in Hungary and resealed with tape along the bottom of the back side. The 1,70P franking correctly paid the foreign letter fee (40f), registration (50f), and express fee (80f). The mark ‘Fee Claimed by Office of First Address’ was added upon arrival in the US. Does anyone know the reason or meaning of the cancel?



SET OF FOUR COVERS:
PRIZE FOR THE WINNER OF THE SECOND QUIZ
(See Page 7)

