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The News of Hungarian Philately
THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER
by Bill Wilson
Szervusz!
I know that all of you, almost 200 strong, enjoy The News as I do but I would like everyone
to give some thought to contributing something to the newsletter, like an article, a brief story of your
favorite cover or stamp for that matter. I know, you’re saying “where is your article or where is that
favorite cover or stamp?” Well, when I learn Hungarian, which I think should be a prerequisite for
being the President, I’ll be writing until my keyboard starts smoking. Of course, please send any
submissions you have to the editor as I will. (No laughing Csaba!!!)
What I like about Hungarian philately is the vast array of stamps a person could collect and
never get them all. ( Or maybe not!!!) I do know when I first looked at the society’s website I found
it to be quite intriguing, especially in the section that lists the various phases of Hungarian philately.
In the section where the “Hungarian stamps and their background 1871 to 1940” is located, I
was amazed at the number of issues and the overprints on overprints. It was like someone threw a
gauntlet down before me daring me to find all of the issues of the Monarchy. (Does anyone have the
ten types of the 5 kr. lithographed stamps?) (Just kidding!!) As I started my quest, I realized I had
quite a task before me and I’m still working on it today with all the pleasure one could have knowing
that out there is that one illusive stamp you’ve been looking for.
In the coming months I will be talking to all of you through the newsletter about our hobby,
especially where it is going and how we can make it even better. I want to talk with you not just
about Hungarian philately but the state of the hobby itself. I know we have a great staff of officers
and directors and with you our membership there must be a wealth of knowledge out there about
Hungarian philately.
As always, “Keep bélyegezni!”


KUDOS
Congratulations to our exhibitors! Alfred Kugel received a gold medal, the APS Research
Award, and the Military Postal History Society award at INDYPEX 2009 for the exhibit titled Polish
Forces in Exile During and Following World War II. Mr. Kugel also received a vermeil at the same
show for the exhibit U.S. Navy Shore Bases in Europe 1917-1919.
Mr. Kugel also participated at Ameristamp 2010 and received the following awards: Reserve
Grand and Gold, the APS 1900-1940 Medal of Excellence and the Military Postal History Society
award for the single frame exhibit titled Australian Forces in the Boxer Uprising. In addition, he received a silver for the single-frame exhibit, American forces in Iceland during World War II.


COME TO THE 2010 APS STAMPSHOW IN RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
This year’s Stampshow is scheduled for August 12-15 in Richmond, Virginia. Our society
will host its annual meeting during the show. This is the only available opportunity to encourage our
members to attend given the schedule of the newsletter. Please check the APS website
(www.stamps.org) or our Society website (www.hungarianphilately.org) for more information. At
this time, we cannot report on the room assignment for our meeting; however, this information will be
available on the website and at the show information booth.


90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE TREATY OF TRIANON
The American-Hungarian Foundation issued the vignette shown on the left in
1960 for the 40th anniversary. The peace treaty ending Hungary’s role in World
War I was the most severe of all the separate treaties signed. Ninety years later,
the aftermath of the treaty depriving historical Hungary on two-thirds of its land
area and separating one-third of ethnic Hungarians from the mother country is
still a festering, open wound. /Ed./


April - June 2010

1

The News of Hungarian Philately
HUNGARIAN STAMP BOOKLETS, Part III (Conclusion).
by Kal Illyefalvy

Christmas Booklets – 2000
 340 Forint booklet. Vertical format, strip of 10 stamps x 34 forint. (4571)
 280 Forint booklet. Year 2000 on upper right corner of cover - Rate table for 2000.
Horizontal format, strip of 10 stamps x 28 forint. (4572)

Christmas Booklet – 2001
 280 Forint booklet. No year on cover - Rate table for 2001, Horizontal format,
strip of 10 stamps x 28 forint (4572)
 360 Forint booklet. Horizontal format, strip of 10 stamps x 36 forint (4625)
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Standard Postage Booklet - Europe
4 Die cut non-denominated stamps and 4 PRIORITAIRE self adhesive labels in booklet
form, valid for up to 20g.letter weight, back cover lists applicable European destinations with text
in English and Hungarian.
Standard Postage Booklet – Outside Europe
4 Die cut non-denominated stamps and 4 PRIORITAIRE self adhesive labels in booklet
form, valid for up to 20g letter weight, back cover has text in Hungarian and English.
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Top two illustrations show the booklet of self-adhesive, non-denominated stamps to European countries, the
bottom two illustrations show the booklet for countries outside of Europe.
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Addendum
The Magyar Posta has produced a number of philatelic items that the Hungarian catalogue
classifies as a BLOKK (miniature sheet). The Scott catalogue lists these as booklets. They are described below. I have not checked Gibbons or Michel to see how they are listed by them.
Greetings – 2002
5 Die cut (5 x 38 forint) self adhesive stamps, horizontal strip format, serpentine rouletted perforations, encased in a plastic sleeve, die cut hanging hole and UPC bar code on left selvedge. (4659a-e).

Greetings – 2003
5 Die cut (5 x 40 forint) self adhesive stamps, horizontal format, serpentine rouletted perforations, die
cut hanging hole in left selvedge, UPC bar code on back. (4686a-e).

Christmas – 2005
4 Die cut (4 x 50 forint) self adhesive stamps, vertical format, serpentine rouletted perforations, die
cut hanging hole in top selvedge, UPC bar code on back. (???? a-d) (illustrated on the next page)

April - June 2010

5

The News of Hungarian Philately



BUDAPEST - ŐS-BUDAVÁR / BUDAPEST - KONSTANTINÁPOLY
The Philately of the Entertainment Districts during the 1896 Millenary Exhibition
by Csaba L. Kohalmi

In memory of Emmerich Vamos , who loved to collect the 1896 Millenary postal cards.
In the December 2009 issue of the Stamps of Hungary, Roger Morrell presented his collection of Ős-Budavár picture postcards. In the ensuing e-mail exchange, he and I were able to reconstruct a bit of history associated with this place.
Ős-Budavár was an upscale entertainment district constructed in the style of buildings from
the time of Turkish-occupied Hungary in the 16th and 17th centuries. The developer paid great attention to details in recreating the atmosphere, for example, of the Christian quarter from the original
Buda Castle as well as the Golden Fountain from Constantinople, a Turkish minaret and bazaar. The
cost of admission into the district was 30kr per person, after which the visitor was free to enjoy food,
drink, and entertainment, a la carte, for a price, of course.
During the run of the Millenary Exhibition (2 May 1896 to 31 October 1896), a special post
office also operated in Ős-Budavár. According to the Mihályfi catalog of Hungarian commemorative
cancellations, the Ős-Budavár cds was in use from sometime in July through 31 October 1896.

Ős-Budavár postmark and a picture postcard showing St. George’s Square.
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In his article, Roger was not
sure as to where Ős-Budavár was
located. Since then, from my copy
of the exhibit layout as well as
from a turn-of-the-century map of
Budapest, we have established the
site as being in the north-east corner of the City Park adjacent to the
exposition site. Internet searches
via Google.com did not turn up as
much information as we had
hoped to find. Evidently, the entertainment district stayed in business for many years, most likely
until the start of World War I.
During the war it must have fallen
Location of Ős-Budavár, shown as Ős-Budavára, from a Baedecker
into disrepair. Eventually, the old
map of Budapest, circa 1900.
buildings were torn down and the
Angol Park / English Park amusement area emerged on the site. The
main attraction, a side-friction
wooden roller coaster (Hullámvasút,
one of only six still operational today) was built in 1922 and opened
to the public in 1926 after fire damage was repaired. The Angol Park
was a classier entertainment district
than the so-called vurstli that was
located between it and the Budapest
Zoo. The vurstli’s atmosphere must
have been like that of a traveling
carnival, and it was the favorite of
the working classes. In 1950, the
Angol Park and the vurstli were
merged into the Vidám Park /
Amusement Park that still operates
today (www.vidampark.hu).
For obvious reasons, the
primary motivation for visitors going to Ős-Budavár was not to pursue
philatelic acquisitions. Roger was
able to illustrate a postmark from his
collection. I have not been able to
acquire one, yet, because they seem
to be elusive.
Site of Ős-Budavára from the map of
the 1896 exhibition grounds.

The second entertainment attraction during the Millenary Exposition was called ‘Constantinople in Budapest.’ It was said that the developer was passed over for the position of director of ŐsBudavár, so he secured funding to open a competitive entertainment center on a dead branch of the
Danube near Lágymányos on the Buda side. Again, the Hungarian Post obliged with a special post
office on the site that operated from July to 10 October 1896. The choice of the location proved to be
the district’s downfall inasmuch as the summer of 1896 was very wet and the swarms of mosquitoes
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were a huge detraction from the
enjoyment of the visitors. As the
number of visitors dropped off, the
owners went bankrupt. A last minute deal to sell out to a French
conglomerate was vetoed by the
Municipal Council of Budapest
because the new owners also
wanted to operate a casino on the
location.
Eventually, whatever
was built up on the abandoned site
was
completely
demolished.
Google.com did provide a few answers as to the history of this romantic-sounding
entertainment
district, including the picture
shown below.
Above: Millennium postal card mailed from BudapestKonstantinápoly on 23 August 1896 to Budapest Kiállítás 1 sz.
Left: Budapest - Konstantinápoly postmark

This painting made in 1896 depicted the ‘eastern atmosphere’ quarter planned by Leopold Kellner and Kálmán
Gerester. The entertainment district called “Constantinople in Budapest” was only partially built because the
initial high number of visitors dwindled and the mosquitoes were unbearable in the area. It had to be closed in
1901. The current Lágymányos Bridge spanning the Danube would be on the left side of the picture while the
southern foot of Gellért Hill is shown in the right.
References:
Mihályfi, Ernő, A magyar alkalmi bélyegzések katalógusa, Mabéosz, Budapest, 1988. p. 28.
Morrell, Roger, Ős-Budavár - How, What, Where?, Stamps of Hungary, December 2009, pp. 23-30.
Varga, Katalin, 1896 A Millenniumi Országos Kiállítás és az ünnepségek krónikája, Budapest, 1996.
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THE EDITOR’S NOTES
by Csaba L. Kohalmi
The philatelist who created the postally used covers franked with the Occupation française
stamps overprinted in Arad dutifully numbered his ‘creations,’ usually in the lower left corner of the
envelope. Below, I’m illustrating cover number 135a from my collection bearing 31 different stamps.
He used 20 other stamps on the accompanying cover number 135b for a total of 50 out of 55 possible
major varieties. My cover number 215 bears 41 stamps; cover no. 393, 21. Recently, cover no. 408
was offered on eBay. This item was franked with 20 stamps only and is shown at the bottom of this
page. It seems to me that the more covers he prepared, the fewer stamps he had left over to use. So,
my questions are, how many covers did he prepare? Can anyone find a cover with a higher serial
number? And, do lower-numbered covers exist with a full complement of 55 stamps?
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It’s been said, ‘A fool and his money are
easily parted.’ Although I’ve refrained from
pointing out blatant purchasing mistakes on
eBay, I could not resist this example. It drives
home the point of ‘caveat emptor’! A certain
eBay user, gmano200, is an avid buyer of
Kossuth-topic material. He lets caution go
out the window, as proven by his bid of
$115+ for a postal card franked with the 1944
Kossuth anniversary set cancelled at Munkács
on 20 March 1944. The stamps on the card
were, sometime AFTER the end of World
War II, ‘enhanced’ with a fake C.S.P. overprint, the type used in various towns such as
Huszt in Carpatho-Ukraine occupied by the Soviet Army and Czechoslovak authorities. The date on
the Munkács cancel should have been a clear indication that this item was a forgery, but the buyer’s
emotion precluded any acceptances of historical fact. Carpatho-Ukraine did not change hands from
Hungarian administration until the last months of 1944. But, gmano200 is not entirely the goat in this
story. The second-highest bidder who drove up the final price is not without culpability. He/she, too,
was guilty of a flagrant misconception!
I may have to change my statement about the Vidámpark in Budapest: latest reports indicate
the amusement site is in serious financial trouble and may not stay open for business in 2010! Roger
Morrell also published a follow-up article, More on Ős-Budavár, in the March 2010 issue of the
Stamps of Hungary based on similar information that he gathered from several contributors.
Now, I’d like to show a flower amongst the thorns (thanks to Chris Brainard for that expression). I went to a quarterly stamp bourse in Indianapolis last January, one that I haven’t attended in
probably two years. Usually, there was little incentive to go because I encountered a limited offering
of Hungarian material from the same dealers who attend the bourse regularly. There were times when
I would spend a whole 25 cents in the span of an afternoon! This time, however, I felt motivated because I received a postcard from someone who did not come to Indypex last fall and with whom I’ve
had mutually beneficial past transactions. I cherry-picked his new material and then turned to his
neighbor, who, apparently, was a newcomer to the bourse. The request for Hungarian material
brought out a box full of the usual acetate envelopes. Immediately, I was challenged to put on my
best poker face as I pulled out the very first envelope and recognized the stamp (identified as Hungary
No. 1, used, catalog price $90, selling at $22) as being an elusive example of the very first lithograph
printing of the 2kr Francis Joseph stamp. This first printing was so poorly done that it resulted in a
spotted appearance of the king’s portrait resembling pox marks. Up to 8 million stamps of the 2kr
and 5kr denomination were supposed to have been destroyed. Somehow, at least two sheets (see
Ryan’s misperforated copy) of the 2kr value survived destruction and were inadvertently used at the
main post office in Pest in 1873. Noted Hungarian philatelist Gyula Madarász documented this usage
and identified the chrome-yellow examples as being the first stamp to be printed in Hungary. Perhaps
two dozen copies have been discovered worldwide; and now, I made the find of my lifetime! The
condition of the stamp is sound and the three layers of hinges indicate that it wandered from album to
album since it made its way across the Atlantic.
Left to right:
My stamp;
Stamp Museum copy;
Stamp Museum copy on
wrapper;
2009 Stark
auction copy
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A quick check of the reference books identified the characteristic
break in the upper right corner of the outer frame. The second characteristic, the
thinning of the beads opposite the brow of the king, was covered by the cancellation. I sent a scan to Gábor Visnyovszki, who responded almost instantly:
‘Congratulations. There is not doubt about it!’ The find reminded me of the old
adage about Halley’s Comet (since it comes around once every 75 years, the last
sighting being in 1986): once in a lifetime! I will still continue to enjoy the hunt
for minor or major varieties even after this event. (Back in the early 1980s I
thought that I hit the mother lode when I found the 1950 unissued
Copy #2 from the 1994 Utánpótlásunk essay on the back of a cover for a measly $4, again locally.)
Ryan auction
Finally, Bob Morgan provided
the philatelic cartoon (drawn by Alexandra Halász, titled Spotted
Francis Joseph, show on the right) as a fitting accompaniment to
this announcement.

Recently, another hyperinflation airmail cover was offered on
eBay and sold for US$858. This
particular cover (shown on the left)
was mailed on 17 May 1946 to
Sweden.
Sweden became only the second European destination for known airmail letters from this period. The penciled marking indicates that the postage paid was ‘90 mld’ or 90 billion pengő. The
foreign letter rate was 40 billion P, so the airmail surcharge to Sweden was 50 billion P.
A magyar bélyegek monográfiája (Volume I, p. 344) illustrated an example of a Turul stamp that was specially printed for use in booklet panes.
Sheets of Turuls destined for booklet production did NOT have the accounting
numbers printed in the margins. (See illustration on the left.)
A. de Rácz was an avid philatelist who collected the Millennium postal
cards (and supplied them to collectors worldwide). Thanks to him and also to
the eBay merchant from Kelentan, Malaysia (!), I now do own a copy of the
Budapest-Ős-Budavár cancellation on a Millennium postal card! (See illustration below, right.)
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Bob Morgan refreshed my mind on the ‘B’ markings found on certain pieces of registered
Hungarian mail (re: the write-up of David Platt’s cover from the January-March 2010 issue of The
News). Bob wrote: One of the questions I’ve posed as what is the meaning of the ‘B’ marking during
the Hyperinflation period. I was not able to get a definitive answer. These are the four different responses that was given to me a) Bizalmas ( Confidential), b) Ajánlott, és a kézbesitésnél lehetőleg
személyesen kell kézbesiteni (Registered, and if possible hand deliver the letter to the person the mail
was addressed to), c) Beirva (Recorded), d) Külön gonddal kézbesitendő ajánlott értéklevél (Special
handling for a registered, value enclosed letter). Needless to say I was frustrated. That is when I
wrote a letter to Margit Rákóczi, the Librarian of the National Postal Museum in Budapest. Ms.
Rákoczi responded with the explanation as follows: I have found the answer in the postal handling
manual published in 1933, but still valid in 1946, where the manual quotes the regulation(s) to this
effect: Safety and other important reasons are for certain registered mail to be handled with extra
care. For such domestic mail beginning with the acceptance through to delivery a detailed record
has to be kept. On the envelope’s front with blue crayon a conspicuous “B” as Beirva (Recorded)
has to be marked. Individual patrons cannot request for their registered mail’s ‘B’ handling. All
recorded ‘B’ mail is correspondence to or from the Head-of-State or His Family or, registered mail
from the Ministers of State. Also to be handled in this manner all ordinary or registered mails
which by accident were opened in postal handling and contained money or objects of value. Also,
certain special-handling registered mail arriving from foreign countries has to be marked with the
‘B’, has to be recorded and separately handled from common mail.’ The earlier sentence in bold explains the procedure as to why the exchange packet letter was marked with a ‘B’ to indicate special
handling via registered mail after it was opened for customs inspection.
In the last issue of the newsletter, I reported on the Hungarian new issue honoring the 140th
anniversary of diplomatic relations with Japan. T. P. McDermott pointed out that the Japan Post also
issued a similar souvenir sheet that included four additional designs of Hungarica topic stamps. This
was the subject of a long write-up in the February 2010 issue of Japanese Philately, the bulletin of
the International Society for Japanese Philately, Inc., P.O. Box 1283, Haddonfield, NJ 08033-0760.

The stamps in the left side of the sheet duplicate the designs on the Hungarian version (top
row, left to right): Tiszafüred water bottle, view of Mt. Fuji, Japanese tea leaf jar; (bottom row, left to
right): Matyó embroidery, Elisabeth Bridge in Budapest, crane and bamboo embroidery. Of the four
additional designs on the right side of the sheet, two show views of the Parliament Building in Budapest (a World Heritage site) and two examples of Herend porcelain.
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István Glatz sent a report of two amazing new finds (shown below) that were featured in the
2 May 2010 SZD Auction in Budapest. The first one is a previously unknown overprint from the
1946 ‘Letters II’ series. The 50f Holy Crown stamp (Scott no. 614) without surface tinting bears the
overprint ANY. 2. that would have represented a face value of 500P, the rate for printed matter on 1
February 1946. The overprint on the block of 4 was authenticated using the full sheet in possession
of the Stamp Museum. This trial overprint was probably not put into production because Hungary
was declared a republic on 1 February 1946 and the use of royal symbols was deemed inappropriate.

The second block of 4 is the stamp that was
issued for the 1947 Stamp Day (Scott no. B202).
This particular example was printed in a DARK
GREEN color in lieu of henna brown. Trial prints in dark brown color (one stamp and 3 empty perforated fields) were also produced. Too bad I couldn’t show this in living color!


TRANSPORT PAR AVION EFFECTUÉ
from Judy Kennett

The cover on the left
was mailed from Budapest 20
Repülőtér on 27 April 1939
franked with 2 x 30f stamps and
addressed to the United States.
The postage rate for foreign letter was 40f; the airmail surcharge, 20f. The surcharge paid
for delivery by air to a European
point of embarkation to the US.
The cover was endorsed
Transport par avion effectué /
Tranportation by air mail executed to validate that it did, indeed, arrive by air. From that
point (probably Paris), the letter
went by surface transportation
to the United States.
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THE PHILATELY OF HUNGARY’S HISTORICAL COAT-OF-ARMS
by Csaba L. Kohalmi

The souvenir sheet, Scott No. 3254, issued in 1991 for the re-establishment of the traditional
Hungarian emblem as the coat-of-arms of the Third Republic showed 18 different historical representations of Hungary’s national emblem. Early this year, Alan Soble suggested that these emblems be
identified in their historical as well as philatelic context. While I have tried to do this in the past for
my own edification, I had not done so publicly, so after careful research, here it goes.
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Souvenir sheet commemorating the restoration of the traditional Hungarian coat-of-arms.

Graphic artist (and my distant cousin) József Vertel laid out these designs chronologically in
a pattern from left to right starting with the top row of five then rows of two on either side of the center stamp until he got to bottom row of five. That is how I’ve numbered them.
#1. The first emblem shows a shield with a bird figure on it.
This design is taken from the illustration found in the Képes
Krónika / Illuminated Chronicles (written in the 14th century)
representing the marauding Magyars’ siege of Byzantium in the
10th century. The bird on the shield of the warrior named Apor is
a Turul, which, to the chronicler, represented the House of Árpád,
the founding dynasty of the Hungarian nation, erstwhile kingdom.
Right: Depiction of Chieftain Árpád,
the Turul and the Árpád stripes from
the 1943 Military Leaders set.

Left: The shield of warrior Apor is reproduced on the souvenir sheet as
the first symbol of the Magyar nation.
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#2. The Apostolic (double-barred) Cross is attributed to King St. Stephen (1000-1038).
However, it first appeared only in the 12th century on the seals of King Béla III (1172-1196), who
was raised in Byzantium and was influenced by its culture.

The Apostolic Cross on the watermarks of Hungarian stamps: Nos. VII, VIII, IX, and X.

#3. The alternating red-white (silver) stripes on a shield are nowadays associated with the
Árpád Dynasty dating back to the conquest of Hungary in 896 A.D. The design, however, first appeared on the seals of a bull issued by King Imre in 1202. The design from position 3 on the sheet
shows lions embedded into the red stripes. This particular version is from the seal on the Golden Bull
issued by King András II in 1222. King András also introduced the use of the Apostolic Cross and
the Árpád stripes as symbols on his coinage.
The coinage of King András II was the first to employ the design elements
of the Apostolic Cross and
the Árpád-stripes.

#4. As I stated in paragraph 3 above, the Árpád stripes became an element of each succeeding monarch of the Árpád Dynasty as well as the successor dynasties claiming the Hungarian throne.
On the stamp from the 1938 St. Stephen series, artist Sándor Légrády depicted the king holding the
Coronation Orb bearing the design of the Árpád stripes. Historically, this is incorrect. The symbol of
royal authority in Stephen’s time was the Royal Lance, which he is shown holding on the Coronation
Robe (reproduced from a Vatican City stamp issued for the 1000th anniversary of his birth in 1971).
Left: King St. Stephen from the
1938 series honoring the 900th anniversary of his death is holding the
Coronation Orb decorated (incorrectly) with the Árpád stripes.
Right: King St. Stephen holding the
Royal Lance, design from the Coronation Robe, vintage 1030 A.D.

#5. The Angevin kings (1307-1386) combined the Árpád stripes with the family’s fleur-delis in a demonstration that they were kings of Hungary of French origin. The coin minted by Lajos I
(also knows as The Great) bearing this design is shown on the next page.
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#6. The Hungarian Coronation Orb dates to the Angevin era. The enameled crest on the orb
is divided into four fields. The upper right and lower left fields depict the Árpád stripes; the alternating fields, the fleur-de-lis. King Zsigmond (1387-1437) and subsequent rulers adopted this pattern
but installed in the fields symbols of their own choosing. In Zsigmond’s case, the upper right field
shows an eagle representing the Order of Dragon that he founded. The lower left field shows the Lion of Bohemia indicating that he was also King of Bohemia.
Left: Gold coin minted
by Angevin
King Lajos I with the
shield shown in #5.
Left, below: Angevin
crest from the 1997
stamp issue celebrating the epic of Miklós
Toldy.

Above: Hungarian Coronation Orb with the
Angevin depiction of the Árpád stripes and the fleur-de-lis.
Right: King Zsigmond’s coinage combined the Árpád stripes with
the Order of the Dragon eagle and the Lion of Bohemia.

#7. The four-part pattern combing the Árpád stripes with the Apostolic Cross first appeared
on the coinage on King László V (1453-1457). Prior to his reign, the coins minted by Albert (14371439) began to show the two elements, the Apostolic Cross and the Árpád stripes, on opposite sides
of the same coin as the most significant symbols of the Hungarian Kingdom. In the time of Ulászló
I’s reign (1440-1444), his coinage was the first to show a two-part shield, the Árpád stripes on the
left, the Apostolic Cross on the right as a direct precursor of today’s coat-of-arms. Originally, the
cross ‘floated’ and later the three hills were added to provide a foundation as required by the rules of
heraldry. (Interestingly, the ‘hills’ were initially a three-leaf clover.)

Left: Coin minted by King László V (Posthumous) showing the pattern in position #7.
Center: Coin minted by Albert with the Apostolic Cross and the Árpád stripes symbols on the same coin.
Right: Ulászló I’s coin with a precursor representation of today’s Hungarian coat-of-arms.

#8. The crown (an open version, in this case) on top of the crest first appeared in the 14th
century. Later, it was replaced with the closed crown representing the Holy Crown of Hungary. This
particular crest belonged to King Mátyás (1458-1490). The Hunyadi/Corvinus emblem (raven with a
ring in its beak) sits in the center of the shield. The three lion heads in the lower left represent Dalmatia; the lion rampant in the lower right, Bohemia. Mátyás was king of these lands, also.
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Left: The arms of the Hunyadi-family taken from the stamp issued in honor of the 500th anniversary of Mátyás’s birth in 1940. Center: Coin minted under Mátyás’s reign showing a crest similar to that in #8.
Right: Coin minted by Ulászló II (1490-1516) with another similar crest on which the raven was replaced by
the Polish eagle of the House of Jagellon.

#9. The single-headed Hapsburg eagle dates from the 16th-17th centuries when the rulers of
the House of Austria were also kings of Hungary. The traditional Hungarian symbols adorn the
breast of the eagle while the Hapsburg shield is offset in the center.
#10. This representation of the traditional Hungarian coat-of-arms with the Holy Crown on
top is taken from the coinage of Prince Ferenc Rákóczi during the War of Independence he conducted
against the Hapsburgs (1703-1711).
Left: Copper poltura coin minted
by Rákóczi in 1705 showing the
‘small’ Hungarian crest.
Right: Rákoczi’s flag as shown
on the stamp from the 1981 Historical Flags set.

#11. The two-headed eagle represents the imperial
coat-of-arms of the house Hapsburg-Lorraine under Queen
Maria Theresa (1740-1780). The eagle wears the Austrian
crown while on each shoulder rest the Hungarian and Bohemian crowns. The lands belonging to each crown are
represented by emblems too numerous to delineate (e.g.,
lower left: Transylvania). A much more detailed version of
this design is shown on the right.
#12. This position shows the coat-of-arms of the
independent Principality of Transylvania. Note the seven
forts in the lower half. The German name Siebenburgen
for Transylvania is derived from this representation.
Right: The coat-of-arms of Transylvania (see arrow) shown as part of
the combined coat-of-arms of Rumania from a stamp issued in 1930
(Scott No. 348) for the 10th anniversary of the union with Rumania.

For the only other philatelic rendition of the arms of Transylvania (other than as part of the
‘középcimer’) go to the end of
this article.
April - June 2010
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#13. This particular version of the Hungarian emblem dates from the days of the1848-49
War of Independence. Soldiers’ shakos bore such emblems. After the dethronement of the House of
Hapsburg in April 1849, the crown was replaced with a sword in a wreath.

Left: Shako emblems from the 1848-49 War of Independence.
Right: 1848-49 flag from the 1981 Historical Flags set.

From this point on, the philatelic representations of the subsequent Hungarian coat-of-arms
became very prolific. In a patriotic sense, postal stationery items showed a Hungarian crest on more
than half of the postal card issued through 1944. Stamps, on the other hand, did not show the various
crests very often until after the end of World War II in 1945.
#14. In heraldry, this emblem is called the ‘middle coat-or-arms’ (középcímer). This 19th
century version incorporates the emblems of all lands belonging to the Hungarian Crown. In the center is the Hungarian coat-of-arms (shown in #15, also referred to as the ‘small coat-of-arms’
(kiscímer)). The top left field represents Dalmatia (three lion heads); the top right, Croatia (redwhite/silver checkerboard design); bottom left, Slavonia (running marten); bottom right, Transylvania; bottom center, Fiume (eagle with water pouring from a pitcher). Fiume was added to the Hungarian Crown by Queen Maria Theresa in 1779. In 1915, the arms of Bosnia (hand holding sword)
were added to the bottom center by splitting the space with Fiume. This particular version was very
short-lived (in use only until 1918).

Philatelic representations of the ‘középcímer’ from left to right: 1) Than Mór’s
stamp design from 1848 (reproduced on the 1979 Stamp Day souvenir sheet);
2) design from the Franz Joseph portrait used on the 1871 lithographed/engraved stamps as well as various
postal stationery items; 3) emblem from the 1871 money order form; 4) newspaper stamp design issued in 1900.

Ironically, the newspaper stamp design showing the ‘középcímer’ was used until
1922 at the time that the historical Hungarian
Kingdom had already been dismembered by the
Treaty of Trianon (1920). Also note that the
middle two versions above do not show the representation for Fiume. Two additional representations from postal cards are shown on the
left. In the leftmost picture, the ‘középcímer’ is
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surrounded by a wreath made up of oak (left) and laurel (right) leaves. The second illustration has a
similar wreath and shows the 1915 version of the ‘középcímer’ incorporating the arms of Bosnia (see
arrow) and was used only on the bi-lingual (Hungarian-Croatian) postal cards issued in 1917-1918.
This is the only philatelic reproduction of the short lived emblem.
#15. This version is called the ‘small coat-of-arms’ (kiscímer) and incorporates the basic
symbols of the Hungarian state: the Árpád stripes, the Apostolic Cross on three hills, and the Holy
Crown. This is the current coat-of-arms of the Hungarian Republic that was adopted on 3 July 1990.
It was also the official emblem during the Horthy-era (1920-1944). In 1944 under the German occupation and Szálasi’s Arrow Cross government, this emblem was suppressed by a large letter ‘H.’ The
‘small coat-of-arms’ was reinstated briefly in 1945 until the Tildy government declared the Second
Republic on 1 February 1946 and replaced it with the Kossuth-crest.

Representations of the ‘kiscímer’ from postal cards issued in 1869, 1874, 1882, and 1900.

Above: More versions of the ‘kiscímer’ from postal cards
issued in 1917, 1937, and 1942.
Right: ‘Kiscímer’ from the postal savings card issued in 1939

Above: During the Horthy-era, it was common to show the
‘kiscímer’ supported by angels on either side. Such a version
was NOT incorporated into law and was not an official coat-of-arms.
This illustration is from the 1938 St. Stephen souvenir sheet. A
similar design was used on the ORBÉK sheet issued in the same year.
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5 pengő commemorative coins.
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#16. This style is colloquially called the Kossuth-crest (but it is historically wrong to call it
such). Nevertheless, the Hungarian symbol is devoid of the Holy Crown. In some versions, the small
crown at the base of the Apostolic Cross is omitted. The Kossuth-crest was the symbol of Károlyi’s
First Republic (from 28 November 1918 to 1920) that was officially referred to as a ‘People’s Republic.’ It became the national symbol two more times again. First time was from 1 February 1946 until
19 August 1949; the second, from 31 October 1956 until 30 September 1957.

Left: Kossuth-crest from a postcard issued during the Károlyi Republic in 1919.
Center: Kossuth-crest from the primitive-looking commemorative cancellation used on 1 February 1946
on the day President Zoltán Tildy proclaimed the Second Republic.
Right: Kossuth-crest from the 75th anniversary of Hungarian stamps series issued in 1946.

Left: Kossuth-crest from stamps issued during the 1946 hyperinflation.
Right: Diamond-shaped first day of issue cancellation introduced in 1947 showing the Kossuth-crest.
Left: Kossuth-crest
from the Chain
Bridge sheet issued
in 1948.
Right: An oxymoron
cover (ideologically
incongruous) from
1949. The indicium
shows the Kossuthcrest emblem from
the 1948Centennial
set. The 1Ft stamp
depicts the Rákosicrest. Too bad that it
wasn’t printed on
Kossuth-crest watermarked paper!
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Above: The Kossuth-crest was the national
symbol from October 1956 to October 1957
and was used on the 1957 Red Cross series.
Right: The Kossuth-crest from the 1989 Martyrs of Arad souvenir
sheet. By late 1989, communist rule in Hungary was on the vane,
and the public use of the symbol was not controversial any more.
Under Rákosi, such a display of a forbidden symbol would have
earned a visit from the secret police.

#17. The Rákosi version abandoned all historical elements of Hungarian symbology and replaced them with Soviet-style, Communist gibberish: an omnipresent, radiating red star superimposed
over the symbolic the union of peasants (sheaf of wheat) and workers (hammer). It was promulgated
with the declaration of the Hungarian People’s Republic on 20 August 1949. The much-despised
symbol was the first to fall victim to popular wrath on 23 October 1956 when it was excised from the
middle of the national flags by demonstrators in Budapest.

Left: Inauguration of the Rákosi-crest on 20 August 1949 showing the
new coat-of-arms on a stamp, a commemorative cancel and a first day
cancellation. Center: Fifth anniversary of the new constitution stamp
from 1954. Right: New design utilized on a commemorative card
celebrating Stalin’s 70th birthday in 1949.
Left: Probably the ugliest
manipulation of philatelic
history during the Rákosiera. The 80th anniversary
of Hungarian stamps
commemorative with the
overbearing Rákosi-crest,
the excised ‘középcímer’
and king’s portrait.
Right: People’s revenge.
The excised Rákosi-crest
from the national flag,
23 October 1956.
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#18. The Kádár version sought to ameliorate the missing Hungarian element. It retained the
radiating red star but added the outline of the Kossuth-crest with the red-white-green national colors.
This national symbol was introduced on 1 October 1957 and was retired on 2 July 1990. The emblem
was designed by Sándor Légrády, also known for his stamp designs dating back to the 1930s. Kádár
did not repeat Rákosi’s mistake by making the coat-of-arms an integral part of the Hungarian flag.
The flag, by law, remained (and still is) the simple red-white-green tricolor.

Left: Introduction of the Kádár-crest, 1 Oct.
1957. Right: 25th anniversary of Hungary’s
admission to the United Nations, 1980.

What was left out: The coat-of-arms of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy did not appear on
the souvenir sheet. A simplified version, however, was used as a part of the unit markings on
fieldpost mail (bottom, center) sent by soldiers drafted into the Great War that proved to be the death
knell of the empire despite the motto Indivisibiliter ac Inseparabiliter / Indivisibly and Inseparably.
It was also used on the unissued, overprinted local stamps prepared for the Italian towns occupied in
1918.

Left: The ornate version
of the Dual Monarchy’s
coat-of-arms.
Above: Arms of the Monarchy on a local stamp
issued for Tarcento.
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Poster stamps: The ornate version (left) and the simplified version (right) of the Dual Monarchy’s coat-of-arms.

A few words about the so-called Kossuth-crest. Although Lajos Kossuth used a ‘kiscímer’
sans Holy Crown on his legal forms as early as 1823, he did not legislate the use of the crown-less
crest. Colloquially, it came to be referred to by Kossuth’s name because he was named the governor
of Hungary following the dethronement of the Hapsburg dynasty on 14 April 1849 and crownless
versions of the coat-of-arms were used for the duration of independent Hungary (until August 1849).
Prior to this time, Kossuth was the Finance Minister in the Battyhányi government. The seal of his
ministry was reproduced on a stamp from 1998 and shows a full ‘kiscímer’ with the Holy Crown.
The banknotes printed by his ministry bore a version of the ‘középcímer.’ Later, while in exile, Kossuth raised funds for an independent Hungary by printing promissory notes in forint and dollar denominations. The design on some of these notes showed a crownless Hungarian coat-of-arms, further
fostering the references to the so-called Kossuth-crest.

Clockwise starting at the left: 1) A
contemporary form of the ‘középcímer’
from the 10 forint banknote issued by
Kossuth’s Ministry of Finance in 1848.
Transylvania’s arms are in the upper
left corner; Croatia, upper right; Slavonia, lower left; Dalmatia, lower right.
2) Crownless coat-of-arms from the 5
forint promissory note printed in New
York during Kossuth’s visit in 1851;
3) Kossuth-crest from watermark XI; 4) Kossuth-crest from the US first day cancellation of the 1958 Kossuth
Champion of Liberty stamps; 5) 1998 stamp reproducing the Seal of the Finance Ministry under Kossuth, 1848.

Hungarian symbols shown on the margins of the very busy designs from the 2000-2001 Millennium History of
Hungary sheets. The top illustration shows emblems from the 11th through 14th centuries. The bottom shows
the arms of Transylvania (left) from the 18th century and the Kossuth-crest (right) from the 19th century.

Concluding comments about the ‘large coat-of-arms / nagycímer’: None of my references
illustrated an example of the ‘nagycímer,’ a composite emblem, much like the ‘középcímer,’ that incorporated the Hungarian crest with symbols of lands allied with the Hungarian crown in the 16th-
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17th centuries. The list of such allegiances was in a constant change of flux not to mention that some
such ‘loyal’ connections were merely wishful thinking on the part of the king.
References:
Barcy, Zoltán; Gyöző Somogyi, A szabadságharc hadserege, Corvina Kiadó, 1986.
Bertényi, Iván, Államcímerünk, Élet és Tudomány, unknown date of issue from the 1970s.
Laszlovszky, József, A magyar címer története, Budapest, 1989.
Réthy, Ladislaus; Probszt, Günther, Corpus Nummorum Hungariae, Graz, 1958.


THE POLITICAL MAP OF HUNGARY DURING THE 1919 SOVIET REPUBLIC
The Károly government of the first Hungarian (People’s) Republic resigned on 20 March
1919 because of the pressure the advancing Rumanian armies placed on the (already partitioned)
country’s territorial integrity. This paved that was for the establishment on the Hungarian Soviet Republic (Tanácsköztársaság), whose leaders earned the dubious honor of repelling the Czech forces in
Upper Hungary while failing to halt the advance of the Rumanians from the Great Plain. The Tanácsköztársaság was doomed to failure not only because of its military weakness but also because it
lacked the support of the general public for its Communist modus operandi.
The map below shows the political situation with respect to areas controlled by the government in Budapest as well as areas occupied by foreign armies or recaptured from them.
1

2

3

4
1 Area recaptured from the Czechs by the Hungarian Red Army, Spring 1919.
2 Area occupied by the Rumanian Army up to the Tisza River through July 1919.
3 Unoccupied Hungary controlled by the government in Budapest.
4 Area under Serbian occupation.
The bold line shows the outline of the map of historical Hungary. Croatia (unshaded portion in the lower left)
had declared its independence from Hungary in November 1918. Transylvania (unshaded portion in the lower
right) had been under Rumanian occupation since late 1918.

By the end of July 1919, the Rumanian army broke
through the lines of the Hungarian Red Army along the Tisza
River, and the Hungarian experiment with communism under
the Tanácsköztársaság was finished. Philatelically, in 1959
Czechoslovakia commemorated the 40th anniversary of the
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founding the Slovak Soviet Republic in the areas controlled
by the Hungarian Red Army (see the illustration on the left).
Left: The Rumanian Army
crossing the Tisza River in 1919
(Rumania, Scott no. B227).
Right: Hungarian Red Army
soldier from 1919 (Hungary,
Scott no. 1078).



LETTER S
Dear Mr. Learned,
I must apologize for my lateness, my husband David Miles number 551 has got to resign because of very serious health problems, three years ago he was struck down with Vascular Dementia
and now that has got so bad that he has no interest in his hobby and just before xmas we were told
that he now has the start of Parkinson’s disease and this comes on top of all his other health problems
which their are many. He has enjoyed his time with your society over the years and it is a pity that it
has to end.
Yours Sincerely
Mrs. Iris Miles
Dear Mrs. Miles:
Thank you for the email concerning your husband's long term health problems. Sadly, I will
inform the rest of the Board members of the SHP and the publisher of our News to remove his name
from our roster of active members per your request.
David had been a member of our Society for 20 years, and I am glad to hear that it was enjoyable for him.
If there is anything else we as a Society could do for you, just let me know.
Sincerely,

Wes Learned


2010 NEW ISSUES
Issue date: 10 January 2010
Pécs - Europe’s Cultural Capital
Face value: Domestic rate (Belföld). Stamp size: 30 x 30mm.
Designer: Attila Elekes. Stamp designs depict views of landmarks from Pécs.
Technical details: Printed in a sheet of 25 different stamps by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in quantities
required by postal demand. (The sheet is illustrated on the back cover.)
Issue date: 5 February 2010
Winter Olympics, Vancouver
Face value: HUF 260. Stamp size: 40 x 40mm.
Designer: Zsolt Vidák. The stamp shows the mascot of Olympic
games on skis.
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 50 by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in an edition of 300,000 stamps.
150th Anniversary of the Birth of Izidor Kner
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Face value: HUF 295. Stamp size: 50 x 25.6mm.
Designer: Péter Berky. The design shows the portrait of Izidor Kner and his printing business in Gyoma.
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 40 by the State Printing Office in an edition of 400,000 stamps.

Issue date: 19 February 2010
Tourism
Face value: HUF 295, 400. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm.
Designer: Eszter Domé. The HUF 295 shows a frieze Loránd Eötvös University. The HUF 400
shows a view of the Elisabeth Lookout located on Mount János in the Buda hills.
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 50 by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in quantities required by
postal demand.

Issue date: 1 March 2010
250th Anniversary of the Hungarian Guard
Face value: HUF 320. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm.
Designer: Ferenc Svindt. The stamp shows a mounted member of the royal guard from the time of
Queen Maria Theresia and a Republican Guard in contemporary uniform.
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 50 by the State Printing Office in an edition of 350,000 stamps.
Easter
Face value: HUF 80. Stamp size: 40 x 30mm.
Designer: Zita Nagy. The design shows a rabbit and Easter egg symbols.
Technical details: Printed in sheet of 50 by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in unlimited quantity.

Hungarian Red Cross
Face value: HUF 105 + 55. The surtax is for the benefit of the Red Cross. Stamp size: 26 x 33mm.
Designer: Attila Elekes. The design shows the logo of the Hungarian Red Cross.
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 100 by the State Printing Office in unlimited quantity.
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THE 1916 CORONATION OF HUNGARY’S LAST KING
by Csaba L. Kohalmi

Bob Morgan sent a copy of the June (year unknown) issue of the Royal Monthly magazine
that recounted a brief history of the Hungarian nation as seen from the perspective of its royalty. It
told the tale of the 300+ years of the kings of the Árpád Dynasty who were followed by the Angevins
and a patchwork-quilt of other dynasties: the Jagellons, the Habsburgs, a king from Luxembourg, and
an occasional native son, King Mátyás and King János Zápolya.
The feudal Hungarian Kingdom perished on the battlefield of Mohács in 1526. Afterwards,
the Habsburgs lay claim to the Hungarian throne for (almost) the next 400 years with various levels of
success until their empire disintegrated in the debacle of World War I. That conflict also extinguished other European monarchies in Russia, Germany, and Turkey.
Bob also sent along philatelic mementoes in the form of
postcards that celebrated the waning days of the AustroHungarian Monarchy, including the last Habsburg coronation in
Budapest on 30 December 1916.
Shown on the left is a postcard depicting the family of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the throne until his assassination in
1914. His marriage to Countess Sophie was ‘morganatic,’ meaning that she was never to be crowned queen and their children
would not be heirs to the throne. Below on the left is the souvenir
sheet issued by Austria in 2004 celebrating the 150th anniversary
of the marriage of Emperor/King Franz Joseph to Queen Elisabeth. Below on the right is scene from the wedding of the emperor’s grandnephew Karl to Princess Zita of Bourbon-Parma. Franz
Ferdinand can be seen slightly to the right of Zita standing behind
Elisabeth and Franz Joseph. (In the picture, Countess Sophie is
obscured by the young woman who is standing between the newlyweds and the Empress and Emperor.)
Karl and Zita
Franz Ferdinand

Elisabeth and Franz Joseph

Franz Joseph died on 21 November 1916 at the age of 86. Despite the required period of
mourning, Hungarian Prime Minister István Tisza promoted the idea of expediting the coronation of
Karl as King Károly IV of Hungary. Tisza felt that having a crowned monarch would help to preserve the territorial integrity of the polyglot Kingdom of Hungary. The event took place in Budapest
on 30 December 1916. Károly’s reign was destined to last slightly less than two years since the Empire’s resources to wage the war effort were exhausted. To his credit, Károly realized the Monarchy’s

April - June 2010

27

The News of Hungarian Philately
military weakness and initiated peace overtures to the French via his brother-in-law, Prince Sixtus of
Bourbon-Parma. Unfortunately, these efforts were fruitless.

Postcards showing the procession of dignitaries to the coronation of Károly and Zita.

Left: Coronation cover with commemorative cancellation. Right: Postcard illustrating the coronation stamps
and the official portrait of the royal couple in the company of their oldest son, Archduke Otto.

Postcard cancelled on 30 December 1916. The card was sold for the benefit of war widows and orphans and
reproduced the coronation message from Károly and Zita.
Left: Another version of a
postcard showing the
Royal Family’s official
coronation portrait.
Right: Károly’s final resting place on the island of
Madeira. Austrian state
law prohibits having his
remains from being reinterred in the Hapsburg
crypt in the Church of the
Capuchines in Vienna.
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OTHER PRESENTATIONS OF THE HUNGARIAN COAT-OR-ARMS
received from Alan Soble

Above: Indicium from the
8 heller/fillér fieldpost
card used during World
War I.
Left: Detail from the 10
korona banknote of 1915.
Right: Ziecher postcard
printed in Germany from
the 1910s.

Above: Cachet from the
Hungarian Day event held
during Chicago’s Century
of Progress World’s Fair,
26 August 1933.


FOR SALE: "Grandfathers Collection"
Nice Hungarian Covers 40 for $115 postpaid, other European covers available. Beautiful Hungarian
stamp collection (1,000's stamps) in new stockbooks / other reasonable European stamp collections
available, inquire / SASE.
Victor Schwez
10519 Casanes Ave.
Downey, CA 90241
FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY
Book #
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12 *

Volumes
1-3
4-6
7-9
10-12
13-15
16-18
19-21
22-24
25-27
28-30
31-32
33-36

Years
1970-1972
1973-1975
1976-1978
1979-1981
1982-1984
1985-1987
1988-1990
1991-1993
1994-1996
1997-1999
2000-2001
2002-2005

Cost
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$50 *

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first
11 books for $320.00. * Book No. 12 costs $50 each. Freight fees will be added to all orders. Orders and inquiries should be sent to:

H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,
e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org

EUROPE’S CULTURAL CAPITAL:
PÉCS
2010

