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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

by Lyman R. Caswell 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In Memoriam - STEPHAN I. FRATER, M.D. 
 

Stephan Istvan Frater, MD, 90, of Providence, husband of Suzy Viola (Pataki) 
Frater, died peacefully at home on October 31, 2012.  Born in Debrecen, 
Hungary, he was the only child of the late Lajos & Bella (Engleman) Frater.  
He graduated from Semmelweis Medical University, Budapest, and emigrated 
to the United States in 1956.  He was the Chief of Nuclear Medicine at R.I. 
Hospital, a founding Assistant Professor at Brown University School of 
Medicine, and a founding Partner at RI Medical Imaging.  An avid stamp 
collector, he was an international philatelic judge and the Treasurer of the 
Hungarian Medical Association of America.  He enjoyed membership in the 
Dunes Club, the University Club & the Hope Club.  Besides his wife, of 60 
years, he is survived by: 3 children, Prof. Stephen I. Frater, Jr. of Narragansett, 
Dr. Susan Candace Stephens (& Henry Diamond) of Providence, and Thomas 
P.B. Frater (wife Daniela) of Greenwich CT; 5 grandchildren, James 
Christopher Stephens, Thomas P.B. Frater, Jr., Hope Elizabeth Frater, Andrew 
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Franz Frater, and Stephan Istvan Frater, II.  His daughter, the late Marian “Andy” Frater, predeceased 
him in death.  A Mass of Christian Burial was offered on Monday, November 5, 2012 at St. Joseph 
Church, in Providence.  Private entombment followed. In his memory donations may be made to 
Little Sisters of the Poor, Jeanne Jugan Residence, 964 Main St, Pawtucket, R.I. 02860.  
 Dr. Stephan Frater will be remembered as our past President and director-at-large.  His 
contributions to Hungarian philately are well-documented, not just on the pages of past issues of our 
journal, but also in the philatelic press worldwide. 
 Our sincere condolences go out to his family. 

 
 
 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

  The current four-year term of our officers ends in January 2013.  All of them have agreed to 
stay on for another term. 
 President:   Lyman Caswell. 
 Vice-president:  Alan Bauer  
 Tresurer:  Wes Learned 
 Secretary:  Greg Gessell 
 Director-at-large:  H. Alan Hoover 
 
 The Executive Board nominated Alan Hoover to fill the position of Director-at-large left 
vacant by the death of Dr. Frater. 

 
 
 

VOTE! 
 
 This issue of The News contains the list of candidates for office in the Society for Hungarian 
Philately, for the four-year term beginning January 1, 2013.  Just as it is your civic duty to vote in the 
quadrennial national election, it is also your duty to the Society for Hungarian Philately to vote in the 
quadrennial election of officers of the Society.    
 There is a temptation to look at the list and think, “There’s only one candidate for each office.  
Why should I bother to vote?  They’ll all be elected, anyway.”  Look again.  Although there is only 
one named candidate for each office, there is a space for a write-in vote for each office.  If there is a 
member of the Society whom you know to be competent and willing to be an officer of the Society, 
whom you know better than the named candidate, do not hesitate to write in his or her name.  While 
yours may be the only vote, it brings the person to the attention of the Society’s membership as a 
possible nominee for the position in a future election.   
 Just be sure to get your nominee’s permission first! 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2013 ARE PAYABLE NOW 
 

 Please check the address label on the envelope in which you received your newsletter.  If the 
‘Thru” date shown is 2012, please renew your membership by sending in the dues payment to our 
Treasurer.  Instructions for making the payment are indicated on the insert provided with this issue. 

 
 
 

KUDOS & WELCOME 
 

 Congratulations to our exhibitors!  Lyman’s Seapex Report below lists the awards won by our 
members at SEAPEX 2012.  Roger Morrell, the Editor of the Stamps of Hungary, received a 
vermeil at Hunfila for the newsletter of our sister organization in the United Kingdom.  Lyman 
Caswell received vermeils at the APS StampShow for the exhibits titled Hungarian Postage Dues of 
the Pengő-Fillér period, 1926-1945 and They Came to America. 
 Welcome to our newest member, Mr. Joseph (Joe) Coulbourne of Locust Grove, VA. 
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SEAPEX   REPORT 
 

by Lyman R. Caswell 
 

 Participation of the SHP was scheduled at SEAPEX 2012 Philatelic Exhibition, which was 
held at the Exhibition Hall at Seattle Center in Seattle, Washington, on 26-28 October, 2012. 
 Six exhibits of Hungarian philatelic material were shown at the show.  These were, with size 
and medal level, “Envelope Issue of Hungary, 1874-1899,” by Thomas Phillips (8 frames, vermeil);  
“10 Krajczár of Austria and Hungary,” by Thomas Phillips (2 frames, silver-bronze);  “Hungary: 
The Hyperinflation, 1945-1946,” by Robert B. Morgan (10 frames, gold); “Hungarian Postage Dues 
of the Pengő-Fillér Period, 1926-1945,” by Lyman R. Caswell (5 frames, gold); “Provisional Postage 
Dues of the First Hungarian Inflation, 1921-1925,” by Lyman R. Caswell (one frame, vermeil); and 
“The 1953 Commemorative Postage Due Stamps of Hungary,” by Lyman R. Caswell (one frame, 
vermeil).  A Society one-frame non-competitive exhibit, prepared by Csaba Kohalmi, displayed 
information about the SHP and tied the philately of Hungary to the modern history of Hungary.  The 
Society frame was one of the most popular exhibits at the show. 
 A Society meeting was held at the show at 1:00 pm on Friday, October 26.  Possible venues 
for future annual meetings were discussed.  It was suggested that annual meetings should be held in 
parts of the country in which the largest numbers of members of the SHP live.  These are New 
England, the Mid-Atlantic, the Midwest, and California.  The 2013 meeting will be held at the 
Boxborough Show in Massachusetts on May 3-5.  Arrangements will be made for the 2016 meeting 
to be held at the New York 2016 World Stamp Show, May 28-June 4.  The venues for 2014 and 2015 
remain to be decided.  The suggestion was made that the Society return to having its annual meetings 
at the APS StampShows.  These suggestions are to be taken into consideration at the annual meeting 
of the Board of Directors. 
 A talk and Power-Point presentation on Hungarian philately was to have been presented at 
the meeting by Greg Gessell, but Greg’s deployment prevented his participation.  In his place, a 
Power-Point presentation and talk on “Hungarian History through Stamps,” was prepared and 
presented by Lyman Caswell.  Ten persons attended the presentation.   
 In the evening the SHP members present, and their guests, enjoyed an excellent three-course 
Hungarian dinner at one of Seattle’s fine restaurants.  

 
 
 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 

Csaba, 
  

 Let me predict, because of your ZOMBIES article in this issue of the NEWS will be one of 
the most useful issues ever! I don’t know if it will deter anyone from collecting this junk from further 
buying them, but at least they can’t lie to themselves anymore. You have done a wonderful job 
showing the various Zombies, very-very-very good article!  
 Of course you realize that these beauties exist only because there is a market for them.  
 As I’ve told you before, my ‘aha’ moment came once years ago while talking with Emmerich 
at a show and a Hungarian collector walked over to us and started talking about  the ‘occupation’ 
issues, when I’ve remarked to him that 98% on the market are forgeries and he replied: ‘I don’t care’. 
Fighting this thinking, I believe equals with Don Quixote of lore.  
 By the way about 45 years ago I was in Lacza’s shop in Váczi utca when a guy came in and 
wanted to sell him a Sopron set. After he throw the guy out, explained it to me that 99.9% of those are 
forgeries.  Yesterday I’ve seen on eBay an ‘anchor’ variation of the Zombies overprint… there is 
never an end to this junk…  
 Special thanks for Tecsy’s Concordance of Catalog Numbers.  
 I loved your find of the 1969 picture of the Fairfield meeting.  I’m sure Vic Berecz will look 
at himself on the picture when he still had a full head of hair…  
  Again, thanks and congratulations on the very interesting issue! 
          Bob Morgan 
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 I have enjoyed your article on “zombie stamps” in the last issue of The News.  When I did a 
search for “Hungary Occupation,” I found myself wading through much of the same crap you hi-
lighted in your article. Not sure why anybody would buy this junk. Oh well...  Cheers. 
         Robert Lauer 

 
 
 

OUR UNSUNG HELPER 
 

by Chris Brainard 
 

 Many years ago (in 1997, Ed.) I accepted the position of SHP Business Manager.  Our 
Hungarian mail order stamp business, B&S Stamp Bourse, was mailing out price lists every six-eight 
weeks and the old, small format SHP newsletter, fit in very nicely with these mailings.  At the time 
Csaba was both editing and mailing out the SHP Newsletters.  This job just seemed too much for only 
one person to do, so I offered my help.  During all the years of mailing out close to 250 Newsletters, 
four times a year, I had a silent helper.  That silent helper was my dad. 
 Dad was a stamp collector from the old school.  As a young boy he had a lady, who was 
working at the local bank, save stamps for him from bank correspondence.  He started out collecting 
US stamps, but somewhere along the way his collecting interest expanded to cover the whole world.  
He loved to buy worldwide kiloware.  I can remember as a very young boy, sitting around dad’s desk 
with my younger brother sorting through piles of stamps.  This was the start of my collecting 
activities.  I was lucky to have dad helping me at this early stage.  I had all the stamp catalogs, 
supplies and advise needed to fully develop my interest and every year for Christmas I could count on 
a new supplement for my Minkus Album. 
 As a teenager, I can remember going to stamp club meetings and of course stamp shows with 
my dad.  We lived in north Jersey and there seemed to be something stamp related going on almost 
every week.  It was at one of these stamp club meetings that dad made his deal with an older club 
member selling off his collection.  With one purchase dad went from being a world wide collector to 
being a specialist in Denmark.  He was so proud of that purchase.  The collection came with Denmark 
#1!  Over the coming years doing stamp stuff with my dad kept us very close.  As I got older, dad 
went from being my stamp mentor to being my stamp buddy.  When computers started to become 
bigger part of our lives, way before special programs existed to create album pages, dad was using 
word processing software to make pages for his Denmark collection.  He continued making his own 
pages until he became legally blind late in his life. 

 When I started mailing out SHP newsletters, 
dad was in his late 70s.  Every time the 
newsletter had to be mailed, he was there to help 
out.  He never complained about helping; and, 
most of the time, he offered his help before I 
even had to ask.  As time went on and his eye 
sight began to fail, certain jobs didn't always go 
as smoothly.  The ‘putting stamps on job’ began 
to see crooked stamps and even up side down 
stamps on some envelopes.  The ‘putting labels 
on’ job could not have these kinds of problems so 
job reassignments had to be made.  Even after the 
Alzheimer's began to take more and more of my 
dad away, dad’s willingness to help remained.  
The only time in the past 15 years when dad did 
not help with the mailing was early this year.  
Dad’s spirit as the unsung SHP member was 
finally gone. 

 On September 22nd of this year, dad resigned from the SHP and went to the ever lasting 
stamp show in the sky.  I hope he is back to making pages for his Denmark collection now! 

 Chris’s Dad, Dick Brainard, after a job well done 
having stuffed newsletters into envelopes. 
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 The mailing of future SHP newsletters will 
surely take longer without my dad’s help.  The 
stamps and mailing labels may be a little straighter 
and unstamped envelopes will no longer get mixed 
in with stamped envelopes, but performing my 
duties as the business manager will now just be a job 
and not quality time spent with my stamp buddy! 
 I will miss you, Dad!  

 
Left: Chris Brainard (standing) with his Dad, Dick. 
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Alan Bauer, Vice President 
PO Box 3024 
Andover, MA 01810 
e-mail: alan@hungarianstamps.com      November 7, 2012 

 
INVITATION! 

 
The Society for Hungarian Philately invites you to our annual meeting at the 

 
THE PHILATELIC SHOW - 2013 

HOLIDAY INN, BOXBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETS 
 

Friday, May 3 thru Sunday, May 5 
 

We have arranged for the use of a meeting room on Saturday, May 4th from 1 to 3 PM. We 
will have a Society table in the main showroom for the duration of the show where members can 
congregate. It will be nice to get together, meet each other and have a chance to exchange knowledge 
and ideas.  In addition we’ll have a chance to exchange with each other, even to sell our surplus 
material, so bring along some Hungarian bélyegeket.  

 
We have made special arrangements to have a group dinner at an intimate Hungarian 

restaurant in Brighton, Mass, presented by a Hungarian trained chef 
 

Hotel accommodations can be made at the Holiday Inn, where special rates have been 
arranged. 

 
It is a wonderful opportunity to organize an East Coast membership meet not far from the 

birthplace of the Society, so please come and participate!  
 

Mark your calendar for May 3 thru 5, 2013, bring some exchange/sell material with you – and bring 
a friend! 

 
See you at the Society for Hungarian Philately – East Coast meeting! 

 
 Best regards, 
        Alan Bauer 

 
 

 

 

  

mailto:bob@rmorgan.net


The News Of Hungarian Philately 

6  October - December 2012 

A NOTE ON BOLYAI JÁNOS 
 

by Alan Soble 
 

I was recently excited to read the Wikipedia entry on Bolyai János, because I have an 
abiding interest in mathematical logic.  Not only do I teach the subject on a regular basis; I painfully 
held back adding, to my already too-long essay “Vágújhely,” the magyarphilic fact that Ernest Nagel, 
the famous philosopher of science (next to Lakatos Imre and Polányi Mihály), was born in that town, 
when it still carried that name.  Nagel went on to write the best explanation in English, for the general 
intelligent and curious reader, of the major, world-historical event in 20th-century math and logic: 
Gödel's Proof, now in its second edition.  (Some truths of mathematics cannot, for logical reasons, be 
proven.  So much the worse for arithmetic.)  I was excited because although I knew the basics of the 
revolution in geometry that occurred in the 19th Century (which eventually led to Gödel's work), I 
forgot something that I once knew (which happens to me a lot, more often lately) -- that it was the 
brilliant Hungarian polymath and polyglot Bolyai János (born 1802 in Kolozsvár; died 1860 in 
Marosvásárhely) to whom we owe (along with the Pole Nikolai Lobachevski, but independently of 
each other) the creation of a consistent geometry that broke with Euclid's 2200-year-old geometry, the 
piece of human knowledge that had for centuries been held up as and taken to be the paradigm of 
indisputable truth.  Maybe we can doubt the existence of God, but Euclid's geometry was immune 
from all criticism and doubt.  What Bolyai did was to tweak one of Euclid's axioms, his 5th axiom, 
sometimes called “the Parallel Postulate.”  Euclid defined (more or less), in this axiom, parallel lines 
as two straight lines that never meet and are always equidistant.  We know these lines well enough 
from high school geometry and from trying to make our own album pages.  Bolyai did something at 
first incomprehensible and nowadays still miraculous: he changed (or replaced) the axiom to state that 
some parallel lines never meet but they do steadily converge toward each other.  (Yeah, this describes 
better my imperfect hand- or software-drawn boxes and rectangles.  I never did conquer the 
protractor.)  In changing the axiom, Bolyai produced what we categorize as a “NonEuclidean 
Geometry” (NemEuklidészi Geometria – see how easy Hungarian is?).  The implications and 
fruitfulness are legion.  First, the paradigm piece of truth has been disassembled; so much the worse 
for an arrogant humanity that believed it could attain truth at least with crystal-clear numbers or 
numerals.  Second, axiomatic mathematical or logical systems are not written in stone; there is now 
room in mathematics for the construction of myriad fascinating formalized logical systems.  Yet, as 
Gödel figured out around 1918, even the most meticulous of these formalizations were handicapped: 
they could never prove their own consistency, and they would harbour truths that were unprovable 
within their own domain.  Finally, Albert Einstein realized that even though Euclid's geometry was 
good enough to use for practical calculations involving the small distances here on Earth (i.e., we are 
OK using Euclid for building bridges and towers), a nonEuclidean geometry is required for 
comprehending the vast spaces of an apparently spatially infinite universe.  When the subject is 
distances that are measured in light-years, between Euclid and Bolyai there are huge discrepancies, 
which Einstein grabbed at for his own advantage.  How is any of this related to philately?  The entry 
in Wikipedia on Bolyai János says: “No original portrait of Bolyai survives.  An unauthentic picture 
appears in some encyclopedias and on a Hungarian postage stamp.”  It would be very nice indeed to 
find the countenance of Bolyai János, whether authentic or not, on a postage stamp of a country other 
than Hungary, maybe Romania (which houses the Bolyai library of 20,000 unpublished pages of his 
mathematical work) or the Czech Republic (he lived in Olomouc for a year).  Such a stamp would 
find a place of honor in a Hungarica collection.  It would also be very nice were Hungary to issue a 
stamp for the memory and accomplishments of János, because the only Bolyai emission I found in the 
Magyar Katalógus (see the figure) was issued to commemorate Bolyai Farkas, János's father, also a 
mathematician, but hardly one as significant as his prodigal son.  Two mysteries arise: was there 
something about János that made him, in 1975, an inappropriate subject for a communist-Hungary 
postage stamp?  We would need to lay out more of his biography to find those stigmata.  Second: is 
the image on this stamp an authentic or inauthentic representation of the father Farkas?  Anyway, who 
gives a stamp-issuing entity the right to illustrate a stamp with a bogus face?  Not the laws or 
principles of aesthetics, but only of a politics that plays fast and loose with history (or religion; think 
of all the bogus white faces of Jesus). 
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/Ed. note:  Stamps picturing János Bolyai were issued by Hungary and Rumania in 1960 for the 
100th anniversary of his death.  Interestingly enough, both stamps used a similar portrait, which is 
probably not a good likeness since no verifiable likeness of the famous mathematician exists./ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE US SCOTT B1 - HUNGARY SCOTT B370 SEMI POSTALS MAKE HISTORY 
 

by Wes Learned 
 

 America's very first semi-postal stamp (U.S. Scott B1, shown on the 
left) was issued on July 29, 1998 at a first day ceremony held in the White 
House.   Hungary issued the first international BCRS (Scott B370, shown 
at the end of the article) in 2005.  These stamps depict Diana, the huntress 
and goddess of fertility, reaching behind her head to pull an arrow from 
her quiver to fend off an enemy, in this case, breast cancer.  The image 
reflects the same position that a woman assumes for a breast self 
examination and mammography.  The stamp was designed by Ethel 
Kessler of Bethesda, MD and features the phrases “Fund the Fight” and 
“Find a Cure.”  The illustration of the mythical goddess of the hunt was 
done by Whitney Sherman of Baltimore.  
 The force behind the USA's first semi postal was Hungarian-
American Dr. Balazs Bodai, who was born in Budapest, Hungary in 1951.  
He and his family lived in a bomb shelter for almost a year, before they 

 managed to escape during the Hungarian Revolution of 1957.  Following immigration to the United 
States, Dr. Bodai received his B.A. and M.S. degrees from the University of California., Los Angeles.  
He received his M.D. degree from the University of California, Davis in 1977, where he currently 
serves as Clinical Professor of Surgery.  Dr. Bodai served as Chief of Surgery, Kaiser Permanente, 
Sacramento for 15 years and today directs the Breast Health Center at the Kaiser Permanente 
Sacramento, which has been recognized nationally as a “Center of Excellence.”   He has authored 
over 250 medical articles and has published 5 books, 4 of which focus on cancer.   He holds a number 
of medical device patents, is a member of numerous prestigious surgical societies and is the recipient 
of many national awards.   He serves as a board member or medical director of several companies 
including Sontek Medical, B & B  Medical, Liv International, and Nutracea; an international leader in 
the development of neutriceuticals. 
 The story behind the issuance of these two history making semi postals is most interesting, 
describing the effort and perseverance required to make them a reality.  

 
 

 

 

Left: Farkas Bolyai stamp from 1975 (Hungary Scott no. 2347). 

Center: János Bólyai stamp from 1960 (Hungary Scott no. 1321). 

Right: J. Bolyai stamp from 1960 (Rumania Scott no. 1345). 
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 After treating thousands of patients with breast cancer, Dr. Bodai became frustrated at the 
pace of funding for research.   In a remarkable one-man lobbying effort he was able to convince 
Congress and the U. S. Postal Service to issue the Breast Cancer Research Stamp - the 1st ever stamp 
in U.S. history that sells at more than face value with the surplus amount donated directly to breast 
cancer research.   Over 950 million stamps have been sold, raising over $80 million for research.  
 Despite wishful reports, breast cancer, worldwide is on the rise.  In the United States alone, 
the National cancer Institute (NCI) predictions for the numerical increase in invasive breast cancers as 
the baby boom generation ages is expected to reach 480,000 by the year 2017.  While similar 
statistics are not available internationally, there is every reason to believe that such dramatic increases 
will be global. 
    The “Global Journey” is the name adopted for the introduction of the Breast Cancer research 
Stamp (BCRS) in all nations.  The mission is predicated on the highly successful BCRS program 
initiated in the United States, by Congressional direction in 1998. 
 The U. S. Breast Cancer Research Stamp was the brainchild of Dr. Bodai.  You can see the 
complete story on the www.curebreastcancer.org site.  His original idea of a stamp issued by the 
United States that would partially fund cancer research was rejected by the Postmaster General 
because “this could not happen as the USPS is not a fundraising organization.”  Dr. Bodai realized 
then that it would take an act of Congress to have it happen.  He became a one-man lobbyist for the 
cause, making numerous trips from California to Washington, D. C. to speak personally with 
members of Congress.   
 In 1996 Representative Vic Fazio introduced HB3401, and Senator Dianne Feinstein Senate 
version S726.  It was an election year, Congress adjourned and the bills did not make it that year.  
During the following two years 250,000 signatures were gathered and mailed to Congress.  
Prestigious organizations including the American College of Surgeons, The National Cancer 
Registrars Association, and the American Medical Association were recruited to write letters of 
endorsement.  A series of new bills were quickly introduced by Fazio and Feinstein; and later by 
Susan Molinari. 
 On July 27th at 10:00 pm the gavel was struck 
(Dr. Bodai, whose picture is shown on the right, was 
sitting in the viewing area of the House) when the vote 
was tallied.  The bill passed 422-3.  The following day 
Senator Feinstein introduced an identical bill on the 
floor of the Senate, where it passed unanimously.  
President Clinton signed the bill into law (PL105-41) 
the following week.    
     

 
Author’s Note: 

 
 I have been interested in researching the following topic for quite 
some time.  Recently, I started pursuing the project in earnest.  Most all 
the information I show is taken from the www.curebreastcancer.org site.  
I wrote to the “contact us” email address asking questions about the 
stamps.  I was surprised that Dr. Bodai himself answered.  Since then we 
had exchanged three emails.  I have asked him to provide a description 
(narrative) on how the Hungarian B370 came to be, and how Hungary 
became the first nation to use the stamps for its own cancer research 
fundraising.  He has agreed to send me such information.  
 I’ve taken most of the information from the website, either word for 
word or paraphrased.  I'm not good at referencing, footnoting etc.  Sorry. 
 Dr. Bodai promised to send me the story before the end of the year as 
to how he inspired the Hungarian Post to issue the stamps shown on the 
left.  I hope to have his input in the next issue of The News. 
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ADDENDUM TO THE HUNGARIAN TOWN NAMES IN SLOVAK CANCELS 
 

by Johan Sevenhuijsen 

 
Correction of errors in original listing published in the July-September 2012 issue of The News 

(original italic first, corrected below) 
 

Balony  Baloň   Baloň/Balony        1931-1938 

Balony  Baloň   Baloň/Balony        1925-1938 

Csütörtök Štvrtok na Ostrove Štvrtok na Žitnom Ostrove/Csallóköz- Csütörtök    1920-1929 

Csütörtök Štvrtok na Ostrove Štvrtok na Žitnom Ostrove/Csallóközcütörtök 1    1920-1929 

Dunaszerdahely Dunajská Streda  Dunajská Streda/ Dunaszerdahely      1920-1938  

Dunaszerdahely Dunajská Streda  Dunajská Streda/ Dunaszerdahely      1920-1937  

Dunaszerdahely Dunajská Streda  Dunajská Streda/ Duna Szerdahely      1927-1938  

Ekecs  Ekeč   Ekeč/ Ekecs        1919-1939 

Ekecs  Ekeč   Ekeč/ Ekecs        1920-1939 

Komáromszentpéter  

  Svätý Petr pri Komárnu   Svätý Petr pri Komárnu/Komáromszentpéter     1920-1929 

Komáromszentpéter  

  Svätý Peter   Svätý Petr pri Komárnu/Komáromszentpéter    1920-1929 

Muzsla  Mužla   Mužla/ Muszla        1920-1938 

Muzsla  Mužla   Mužla/ Muszla 2         1920-1928 

Muzsla  Mužla   Mužla/ Muzsla        1928-1938 
 
Czechoslovak cancels with monolingual Hungarian names – 43 places = 4,4 % Czechoslovak 
cancels with monolingual Hungarian names – 42 places = 4,3 % 
 
Udvarnok Dvorníky nad Nitricou Udvarnok         1920-1929 

Udvarnok Dvorníky pri Hlohovci Udvarnok         1920-1929 

Vágkeresztúr Keresztúr  Keresztúr         1920-1939 

(Vágkeresztúr Kerestúr   Kerestúr          1920-

1939: the name in the cancel is not identical to the Hungarian one; should be removed from the listing) 
 
Listing of parallel use of other cancels in the listed places during the listed period 
  
 In some cases the listed bilingual or monolingual Hungarian cancel was not the only one used 
in the town in question during (part of) the period.  Below are listed the other cancels in use parallel 
to the ones from the original listing.  
 
Hungarian name (1918) Slovak name (1939)   Cancel             Period of use 
     
Ajnácskő Hajnáčka Hajnáčka/ Ajnácskö     1920-1930 

p:    Hajnáčka      1926-1930 

Udvard  Dvory nad Žitavou Dvory nad Žitavou/Udvard   1929-1933 

p:     Dvory nad Žitavou    1929-1933 

Alistál  Dolní Štál Alistál       1920- ?  

p:    Alištál       1922- ? 

Feled  Feledince Feled       1920-1929 

p:    Veledín       1920 

Gúta  Guta  Gúta       1920-1938 

p:    Guta       1934-1938 

Láb  Láb  Láb       1936-1939 

p:    Lab       1936-1939 
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Notes: 
 
1 Hungarian name should read Csallóközcsütörtök, second s is missing in the cancel 
2 Hungarian name should read Muzsla; sz is used instead of zs in this cancel (according to 
Monografie) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right: Slovak-Hungarian bilingual cancellations from Araňos na Žitnom Ostrove / Csallóközaranyos; 
Štvrtok na Žitnom Ostrove / Csallóközcütörtök (sic.); (Hungarian monolingual) Karva; and Veľký Meder / 

Nagymegyer. 
 
 
 

POSTAL AGENCIES IN SLOVAKIA RETAINING  HUNGARIAN NAMES 
 

by Johan Sevenhuijsen 

 
 This article continues the listing of cancels produced by the Czechoslovak postal authorities 
in which place names from the Hungarian period were retained.  In the previous issue the listing 
contained the bilingual Slovak/Hungarian and monolingual Hungarian post office cancels, as listed 
in the Czech Monografie.  This article will focus on the cancels from postal agencies (and also 
correct some regrettable errors in the first article).  The listing is made on the basis of the book 
České a Slovenské poštovny (1900 – 1958) by Petr Gebauer and Jozef Tekeľ 1  The text and 
illustrations are also mostly based on this significant and impressive publication. 

 
What are postal agencies? 

 
 Many collectors of Hungary will be familiar with the phenomenon of postal agencies, if only 
through the characteristic rectangular cancels employed by those agencies.  They were introduced 
from 1901 onwards.  From that time the mayor of a town or village could apply to the Directorate of 
Posts and Telegraphs (DPT) for a postal agency to be opened in order to improve the service level for 
the local inhabitants.  This was an ideal arrangement for rural communities too small to make a post 
office worthwhile.  The DPT filled the position of head of the postal agency using a local public 
tender.  If no local applicants were available, the postal agency would not open.  As a suitable person 
for this position a teacher, notary, shopkeeper, miller or another morally and politically respectable 
person with ordered family situation was considered to guarantee a high quality of service.  The 
applicant had to pass a special examination on practical skills and on knowledge about the service 
regulations, to pay a specified deposit (300 K) and to take an official oath.  A Supervising Post Office 
(Hungarian: ellenörzőhivatal) was taking permanent control about the postal agency activity.  The 
administration of the postal agency was an honor position and DPT paid to the head of postal agency 
a yearly symbolic honorary (180 - 360 K).  Another income for the head of the postal agency came 
from the contractual provision (1%) from the face value of sold postal valuables.  The head of the 
postal agency was obliged to sell basic postal valuables and receive and/or deliver specified types of 
postal consignments. 
 The postal agency accepted posting of paid ordinary and registered letters, including cash on 
delivery items up to 1 000 K, postal money orders up to 1 000 K, parcels, including cash on delivery 
parcels in domestic traffic as well as in traffic with the Austrian part of the Monarchy, with Bosnia 
and Herzegovina and with Germany. 
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 The head of the postal agency was obliged to provide a suitable room for the postal agency 
operations, available to the public during its opening hours.  The basic equipment of a postal agency 
consisted of (among other items) a metallic date stamp, a money order handstamp, registration labels, 
parcel labels and postal forms needed for the postal agency administrative. 

 
Postal agencies in Slovakia 

 
 The Hungarian Postal Administration opened its first postal agencies in Slovakia on July 
17th, 1902 and their number grew in the following years.  In the 1902-1918 period there was a postal 
agency during at least part of that period in 233 places in Slovakia.  The number was fluctuating due 
to opening of new agencies and closing of others, also due to the upgrading of postal agencies to post 
offices or the downgrading of post offices to postal agencies.  
 During the period 1918 - 1920, after the incorporation of Slovakia in the Czechoslovak state, 
the postal agencies proceeded in their operations according to the regulations of the previous 
Hungarian Postal Administration and temporarily used their hand stamps without significant changes.   
After 1920 the Czecho-Slovak Postal Administration endeavored to unify the operation of all of its 
postal agencies.  In this operation the position of the autonomous postal agencies was transformed to 
a position according to the official Austrian regulations (as used in the Czech part of the country).  
This position was much more dependent on the supervising post office.  Austrian postal agencies had 
a more limited authority to handle postal matters than the Hungarian ones.  On all post the hand stamp 
of the Austrian postal agencies was placed beside the stamps.  The actual canceling of the stamps was 
done in the supervising office.  An independent analysis of the consequences of the unification 
process during the period 1920 - 1929 has shown that it degraded the historical position of postal 
agencies in Slovakia.  Despite a stabilization of the number of operating agencies in the thirties of the 
20th century the postal agency network gradually degenerated and lost its importance.  

 
Types of postal agency cancels 

 
 In the period of transition from Hungarian to Czechoslovak rule the original Hungarian 
cancels were in use.  Illustrated is a typical example of these cancels, which were always metallic and 
were dated. 

     
    Hungarian postal agency cancel from Megyercs, 1915         Detrekőcsütörtök, year blocked 
 
 Some postal agencies adapted (nationalized) the sequence in the date mechanism by 
replacing the Hungarian style (year, month, day, hour) with the Slovak one (day, month, 
year, hour; or hour, day, month, year) or by blocking out various parts of the date. 
 These were replaced by cancels of a completely new style and with various 
appearances.  In 1920 the Bratislava (Pozsony) postal authorities ordered for the 106 postal 
agencies in the part of Slovakia under its jurisdiction 2 undated rubber stamps with the text 
Poštovňa (Postal Agency) and the name of the agency. In most cases the newly approved 
Slovak name for the town in question was used.  In some cases this was the same as the name 
under Hungarian administration.  In other cases a bilingual Slovak-Hungarian cancel was 
produced.  In most cases the cancel had a simple rectangular shape with the text in one or 
two lines.  In some isolated cases a more elaborate design, including the heraldic lion, was 
used.  Also only in a few cases the text p. ügyn was included for the Hungarian Postai 
Ügynökség (Postal Agency). 
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 According to the new rules imposed (like in the Austrian/Czech practice) the hand 
stamp was to be placed in violet (analin) ink not on, but next to the stamps (except in cases of 
local delivery).  That means they can only be found on entires.  The postal clerks had to adapt 
to this rule, but in effect after 1924 the postal agency hand stamp is only rarely found on the 
stamps.  That in some earlier cases these new rules were not followed can be seen by these 
examples: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         Poštovňa Lukačovce (Lakács)  Poštovňa Hlboke (Luboka) 

 
 These hand stamps with the text Poštovňa were phased out after some years in favor of a new 
design which followed the Austrian example more closely and which only showed the name of the 
postal agency and the name of the supervising post office between parentheses. In the case of 
bilingual stamps various arrangements of both languages were used. 

 

  
List of hand stamps with retained Hungarian names 

 
 The following postal agencies had hand stamps that contain the name of the town identical to 
the name used under Hungarian administration, either in combination with the new Slovak name (bi-
lingual cancels) or on its own (monolingual cancels).  As in the list of post offices in the listing the 
Hungarian name (as used in 1918) is followed by the Slovak name (as used in 1938), the text of the 
cancel and the period of use.  As in most cases use can only be documented by the few surviving 
entires that went through the agencies, in many these periods of use are only approximate.  
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 It is good to see that the listing contains all of the cancels mentioned by Z. Palotás, already 
listed in the first article. 

 
Bilingual (14 places) 

 
Hungarian (1918) Slovak (1938) Cancel      Period 

 
Albár (Pozsony)  Dolní Bar Dolní Bar (Dunajská Streda) / Albár (Dunaszerdahely)  
           1936-1938 

Balony   Baloň  Poštovňa / Baloň – Balony    1921-1925 

Bacsfa   Báč  Báčfa (Šárošfa) / Bácsfa (Sárosfa)     1924-1931 

     Bačfa (Blatná na Ostrove) / Bacsfa (Sárosfa)  1933-1938 

 Csallóköznádasd  Trstená na Ostrove   

      Poštovňa / Nádašd na Žit. Ostrove – Cs.köznádasd 1922 - 1925 

      Nádašd na Žit. Ostr.- Csallóköznádasd / (Baka) 1928 – 1930 

`    Trstená na Ostrove  / Nádasd (Baka)  1931 - 1938 

 Dunahidas  Most na Ostrove  Dunahidaš / (Biskupice pri Bratislave - Pozsonypüspöki) 

            1926 - 1930  

 Komáromfüss  Fiš  Fyš pri Komárne (Taň) / Komáromfüss (Tany) ?-1928 - ? 

      Fiš (Tôň) / Füss (Tany)    ? - 1938 

Megyercs  Mederč  Poštovňa Mederč – Megyercs   1922 – 1923 

Nagykeszi  Veľké Kesy Poštovňa / Veľké Kesy - Nagykeszi   1922 – 1923 

     Veľké Kesy (Zemianska Olča) / Nagykeszi (Nemesócsa)    ??? 

Nagypaka  Veľká Paka Poštovňa / Veľká Paka – Nagypaka   ?-1925-? 

Nagyszarva  Rohovce  Poštovňa / Veľká Sarva – Nagyszarva  1922 – 1929 

Nemesabony  Veľký Aboň   Zemianský Aboň – Nemesabony / poštovňa – p. ügyn.  
           1921-1929 

     Veľký Aboň (Dunajská Streda) / Nagy Abony (Duna Szerdahely)  
           1930 - 1937 

Pozsonycsákány  Čakany  Poštovňa / Čakaň – Pozsonycsákány  1920 – ? 

     Čakaň – Pozsonycsákány /  

     (Štvrtok na Žit. Ostrove - Csallóközcsütörtök) 1927 – 1931 

          Čakany (Štvrtok na Ostrove) / Csákány (Csütörtök)  1931 - 1938 

Szap   Sap  Poštovňa / Sap - Szap    1922 – 1925 

     Sap – Szap (Baloň – Balony)   1928 - 1930 

Uszor   Úzor  Poštovňa / Úsor – Uszor    1922 – 1925 

     Usor (Šamoryn) / Uszor (Somorja)   1935 

     Úzor (Šamorín) / Úszor (Somorja)   1937 
 

Monolingual (12 places) 
 

Hungarian (1918)  Slovak (1938) Cancel     Period 
 

Albár (Pozsony)  Dolní Bar Poštovňa / Albár 3    1922 - ? 

     Albár (Dunajská Streda – Dunaszerdahely)  ?-1928-? 

 Ebed   Ebed  Ebed, poštovňa – p. ügyn.    1921 

      Ebed (Parkan 2)     1936-1937 

 Ekel   Ekel  Poštovňa Ekel     1921 

     Poštovňa / Ekel     1922 

     Ekel (Komarno)     1928 - 1937 

Illésháza   Illésháza  Illésháza / (Veľký Magendorf)   1923 – 1925 

     Illésháza (Veľký Mager) / (Nagy Magyar)  1931 - 1937 
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Királynérét  Kráľka  Poštovňa Királynérét    1921 - ? 

Madar   Madar  Poštovňa / Madar     1922 – 1925 

     Madar (Bátorové Kesy)    1938 

Medve   Medve  Poštovňa / Medve    1920 – 1925 

     Medve  (Baloň – Balony)    1927 – 1938 

Nádszeg   Nádszeg  Nádszeg (Galanta 2)    1937 - 1938 

Pernek   Pernek  Poštovňa / Pernek    1920 – 1926 

     Pernek (Zohor)     1927 – 1938 

Szap   Szap  Szap (Baloň) / (Balony)    1931 – 1938 

Véke   Véke  Véke (Helmec)     ?-1928-? 

Zavar   Zavar  Zavar (Veľké Brestovany)    1925 – 1938 

Notes: 
 
1  České a Slovenské poštovny / České a Slovenské poštovne 1900 - 1958, Petr Gebauer and Jozef 
Tekeľ, Merkur-Revue, Brno-Bratislava, 2005.  All text in the book is also translated into English and 
for the Slovak part, Hungarian (for the Czech part: German).  Everything you always wanted to know 
about Postal Agencies (and more).  Use of this book for this article was authorized by Petr Gebauer; 
copies of the book are available through him (phist@volny.cz). 
2  The other Slovak postal agencies fell under the Košice (Kassa) administration 
3  round cancel as illustrated 

 
 
 

THE EDITOR’S NOTES 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 I would like to extend my apologies to our readers for the delayed delivery of this newsletter.  
Late last summer and during the fall I was woefully lacking motivation not to mention the near total 
lack of contributions.  Fortunately, the flow of inputs changed in November, so here’s the newsletter, 
better late than never! 

 Proofreading is not my forté as the multiple typos 
that escape the spellchecker in each issue of The 
News can attest.  Nevertheless, I am only an amateur 
editor, but I try to do my best.  Recently, I acquired a 
Scott Specialty album for Hungary.  It contained a 
nice collection of pre-1950 stamps that caught my 
attention, and the price was reasonable.  Upon 
opening the album to the second page, I chortled.  The 
contents listed ‘Hungary Occupation by: Siberia.’  
Oops, the spellchecker would have missed that one 
since ‘Siberia’ is a legitimate word.  What the 
editor(s) wanted to say was ‘Serbia.’  Hungary’s 
occupation by the 
Soviet Red Army 
from Siberia did not 

occur until near the end of World War II in 1944-1945. 
 Alan Soble sent this illustration with the querie: what is 
wrong (if anything) with this stamp and the cancellation (Austria, 
1864 issue, 3kr perf 9 1/2, with Temesvár cancellation)?  In what 
detailed scenario might the stamp and the cancellation combination 
be considered bona fide (genuine)?  I invite the readers’ opinions! 
 Alan also sent a scan of a feldpost card mailed to New York 
in 1915 (New York arrived CDS dated 21 March 1915).  The card  
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was assessed 4 cents postage due.  He wondered why the card was taxed, what is the meaning, if any, 
of the script marking right above the New York Due cancel, and the  text of the cancellation that was 
obscured by the two postage due stamps.  The message on the back side of the card was written in 
Serbo-Croatian. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Some of Alan’s questions are relatively easy to answer.  Fieldpost mail from soldiers was free 
only if it was to be sent within the Austro-Hungarian empire.  (Prisoner-of-war mail was also free if 
addressed to the POW’s homeland.)  Either kind of mail sent to a non-belligerent nation was treated 
as unfranked and was assessed postage due, as was the case of this card sent to the America prior to 
the United States’ entry into World War I.  I’m not knowledgable enough to in US postal tariffs to 
ascertain the reason for the 4 cents due.  The cancellation covered up by the stamps is the standard 
foreign destination censor marking Felülvizsgálva / Überprüft / Budapest applied in Hungary. 
 Paul van Weenen sent images of a registered cover, shown below, from the July 9th flight of 
the first Hungarian airmail service in 1918.  The registry etiquette number on the cover is R4268/r.  
This number was duplicated during the July 18th flight.  I forwarded the information to Endre 
Krajcsovics and László Filep, both of whom authored articles about the numbering of the labels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 I had an interesting exchange of emails with J.M. Heijs from the Netherlands.  Mr. Heijs 
published a catalog of postal wars between countries from 1870 through 2000.  He was interested in 
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finding out whether Hungary and Greece actually ‘went to war’ postally speaking over the pair of 
Greek stamps issued in 1959 picturing the executed Hungarian Prime Minister, Imre Nagy.  My 
opinion was that there was no actual postal war between the two countries.  The Greek stamps were 
valid for postage for only ten days.  Gábor Visnyovszki, in the Stamp Museum exhibit honoring the 
50th anniversary of the 1956 revolution and freedom fight, showed a commercial cover bearing one 
of the stamps that was properly delivered in Hungary.  This may have been the result of a gross 
oversight by the postal censors, who were not alerted to the issuance of the Greek stamps.  The Greek 
stamps were issued in retaliation for the Manolis Glezos stamp from the Soviet Union.  Greece and 
the Soviet Union resolved the matter through diplomacy: both issues were withdrawn and a postal 
war was averted.  Mr. Heijs speculated that the Greek post office anticipated this since the Nagy 
stamps were printed in smaller than usual quantity.  Still, there are plenty of unused copies in the 
philatelic marketplace being offered for reasonable prices.  Used stamps are also available, but stamps 
on postally used covers are scarce.  I wonder where all the available ‘used’ copies originated?  
Hungary is featured twice in Mr. Heijs’ book: in 1934, Hungary and Czechoslovakia were engaged in 
a postal war; and in 1957-1960, Hungary and the United States were at postal odds.  The catalog is 
available: for cost and shipping information, please contact Mr. Heijs at heijsmo@xs4all.nl. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Zoltán Gergely announced the launching of a non-profit, Hungarian philatelic 
website, www.belyegvilag.net.  He is inviting our US member to visit the site. 
 Bob Morgan reported on the contents of the 2012/1 issue of the Philatelica magazine.  He 
authored one of the articles on the subject of Air Mail During the Hyperinflation 1946.  Another 
article that was published was written by our member Jan Jaap de Weerd, The Hungarian Postal 
Service and the German Censorship During the Second World War.  The issue also included a very 
interesting article by Dr. Ferenc Nagy about the emergency postal rates in and around Budapest that 
was in effect from 2 March 1945 until 30 April 1945 and by Dr. György Lövei discussing airmail 
postage dues.  
 Also, Bob Morgan called my attention 
to an article by Ken Lawrence published in the 
17 September 2012 edition of Linn’s Stamp 
News.  The article was titled Champions of 
Liberty 1957-1961: Cold War commemoratives, 
part 2, and it featured the 1958 Lajos Kossuth 
stamp and discussed the political ramifications 
behind the issue.  As we know, the first day 
cancellation incorporated the Kossuth-crest 
which, at the time, was considered a symbol of 
independent Hungary.  Communist Hungary’s 
post office returned all first day covers to the 
senders (with the marking Non admis. / Retour.) 
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as inadmissible.  The article illustrated one such cover that is reproduced above.  This postal war is 
featured in Mr. Heijs’ catalog.  Interestingly enough, letter whose postage was paid with Kossuth 
stamps were not on the restricted list, only the first day covers cancelled with the Kossuth crest. 
 Correction: John Macsai pointed out that I misidentified the subject of the Hungarian artist 
stamp issued on 8 February 2012 (listed in the April-June 2012 issue of The News).  The artist whose 
work is depicted on the stamp is Károly Ferenczy.  The editor regrets the error. 

 The subject of excising the Holy Crown of St. 
Stephen from Hungarian cancelling devices in the 
successor states following the Treaty of Trianon has been 
explored extensively in the past by several writers, 
including Alan Soble.  It has not been widely studied, but 
the same exercise occurred in 1947-48 in Hungary.  Post 
offices were instructed to remove the symbol from their 
devices.  This task was supposed to be accomplished 
locally; cancelling devices were not returned to a central 
location for modification.  Thus, some efforts were less 
successful than others.  In the example on the left, the 
baseline of the crown (see arrows) is somewhat visible at 
the bottom of the semicircle under the town name Szeged 
from December 1948. 

 
 
 

MORE ON THE SUBJECT OF ZOMBIE STAMPS 
 

 Roger Morrell, the editor 
of the Stamps of Hungary, the 
newsletter of the Hungarian 
Philatelic Society of Great Britain, 
asked to reprint my original article 
on Zombie Stamps published in the 
previous issue of The News.  I 
was happy to receive additional 
publicity for these bogus stamps.  
Roger sent me scans of twenty 
pages from the book by Juan 
Santaeugenia Grau that lists the 
plethora of handstamps and 
overprints emanating from 
liberated Czechoslovakia at the 
end of the Second World War.  
The designs shown in the book 
serve as abundant ammunition for 
today’s laser jet forgers.  
 I’m illustrating most of page 
121 on the left just to show what 
with variety of overprints 
collectors have to contend.  I’m 
also showing a part of page 134.  
The Pravda Vitezi! handstamp 
(bottom row, second from the left) 
from Praha-Smichov was featured 
on a Hungarian stamp in my 
article (see inset).  Needless to say 
that it is historically incongruous 
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that a supply of Hungarian postage stamps would have been available in Prague for overprinting at 
the end of World War II. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The ‘creativist’ forgers continue to amaze me, as well as several 
other members who regularly call my attention to this stuff.  Occasionally, 
the forgers mess up big time and ruin a perfectly good stamp in the pursuit 
of their fantasy.  One such stamp is the 1935 32f Rákoczi commemorative 
(Scott no.  490).  This stamp offers a highly desirable printing variety of a 
large white spot (see arrow) inside the bottom curl of the numeral ‘3.’  The 
catalog value of such an error is approximately $35.  The stamp, after being 
defaced with a fantasy overprint, is worthless. 
 Some of the other examples that I will show below belong in the 
same categories that I used in the precursor article.  But, there’s more! 
 

 When in doubt, ‘sex-up’ the ‘California dreamin’ suff… 
 

 If all else fails, use some of the known typesetting varieties to create fantasies.  hold21112 
created these overprints using the BAN I wide spacing variety found on the Kolozsvár Rumanian 
occupation overprint in the style of the privately instigated Nagyszeben overprints.  For a more sexy 
variety, he made mirror image overprints that spelled INAB and UEL in lieu of BANI and LEU. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Similarly, the Ismét magyarok vagyunk / We are Hungarians again private overprint on the 
label of a Czechoslovak stamp, inspired the creation of the same fantasy on contemporary Hungarian 
stamps.  The original creator of the private overprint was careful not to obliterate the Czech stamps 
because they were valid for postage for a limited time after the return of part of Northern Hungary in 
1938.  Any such overprinting on valid Hungarian stamp would have earned the ‘creator’ a lot of legal 
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trouble.  Seventy plus years later, there are no legal ramifications to be encountered, and the free 
enterprise system leaves it up to the buyer to be beware. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

Left: The original inscription applied to the label found on sheets of the Czechoslovak stamp (Scott no. ) 
depicting the St. Elisabeth Cathedral of Kassa.  Middle: The same text applied to a Hungarian stamp (Scott no. 

) with the modification of the added word Kassa.  Right: Ditto on Scott no. Below, left:  A pair of the Czech 
stamps with the overprinted label as they were applied to favor cancelled covers cancelled with  the ‘Kassa 

Visszatért / Kassa Returned’ rubber device. 
  
 Around the turn of the century from the 19th to the 20th, Captain 
Peterdi, a seafaring employee of the Adria-Ungherese maritime company, 
created over 50 different fancy cancels that took advantage of rules that 
governed mail posted at sea in international waters.  These cancellations on 
cover are prized by collectors.  Not to be outdone, today’s forgers have been 
inspired to make similar varieties, such as the ‘anchor’ overprint shown here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 More copies of (forgeries) of post-World War I era occupation issues 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right: Fantasy copy of the ‘Ocupatiunea Românaă 1919 B.-Pesta’ privately created overprint on a 10 
korona Parliament stamp (such a stamp was not created originally); a ‘sexed-up’ version of the same overprint 
in inverted condition; a small format of the overprint on the 50f Zita/Köztársaság stamp; ‘FRANCO’ overprint 

imitating the provisional postage due stamps used in Homokbálványos. 
 
 Roger Morrell sent me the scan of similar ‘Budapest Occupied’ stamps that he received 
from another collector with the inquiry: Are these genuine?  Most likely, they are fantasies that 
belong in the same category as the stamps shown above.  The series of stamps (I’m illustrating two 

 

  

 
 

  
 

 

 
One of Captain Peterdi’s genuine anchor 

cancellations 
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stamps here) are properly cancelled in Budapest in August 1919.  One ‘P.T.T. Budapesta 1919’ 
overprint is upside down for ‘emphasis.’  The so-called Jennesdorf private issue shown below on the 
right (sorry about the poor illustration. it is as it was shown on eBay) shows a poorly imitated copy of 
the Austrian eagle found on the original stamps. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: A fantasy Budapesta occupation overprint.     Right:  A poor imitation of the Jennersdorf private issue. 
 

 Post-World War I ‘occupation’ fantasies 
 

 There’s always something new to be ‘created,’ and I suspect that there will be sequel article 
on the same subject in a subsequent issue of The News. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clockwise: (1) Serbian eagle overprinted on obsolete 1916 
Coronation stamps purportedly from the town of 
Varasd/Varaždin; (2) script ‘SHS’ overprint of unclaimed 
origin; (3) ‘S.H.S Subotica (Szabadka) 1919’ overprint; (4) 
‘ZONA DE OCUPATIE 1919 ROMANIA’ overprint, again 
of unknown origin; (5) ‘SHS Medjumurje’ overprint from 
Csáktornya/Čakovec, a forgery, of course, but imitating a 
private overprint; (6) ‘Occupation Italiana’ faint overprint 
in red that must have been intended to be from Fiume.  Of 
course, there is reason to believe that the fast moving chain 
of event in November 1919 should have prevented the 
original ‘Köztársaság’ overprinted stamps from being 
distributed to Fiume from Budapest. 
 
 Post-World War II ‘fantasies’ 

 
 This category provided a treasure trove of new ‘creations.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  

   

 

 

 

   

Left to right: Prag-Holesovice 
fantasy based on a design shown in 

the Grau book; Černé Mĕstro / 
Fekete Város; and Zilina / Zsolna 

Red Army occupation overprints.  All 
three examples are historically 

incongruous since none of the towns 
were ever under Hungarian 
jurisdiction in 1938-1944. 
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 Now, for the icing on the cake… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Seller postzegel.apart from the Netherlands offered full sets of the 1943 War Leaders and the 
1944 Famous Women stamps stamped with the text Čsr. 1945 as shown above, both in the normal 
and in the inverted positions.  The creator of these overprints made the mistake of including the 5 
pengő Crown of St. Stephen stamp that was issued in Budapest on 15 December 1945.  Its 
distribution to northern Hungary would not have been possible due to the war situation.  The most 
ludicrous example of the Čsp overprint is on the 1945 Reconstruction stamp issued on 11 December 
1945 after the cessation of the hostilities.  By the way, the entire set of the Reconstruction stamps was 
offered in such a fantasy condition.  Caveat emptor!  Buyer beware! 

 
 
 

2012 NEW ISSUES 
 

Issue date: 6 July 2012 
 

85th Stamp Day - Folk Art and History of Kalocsa 
 

Face value: stamps HUF 80, 130; souvenir sheet HUF 600 + 200.  Stamp size: 50 x 38.3mm, sheet 
size: 92 x 68mm, stamp from sheet size: 40 x 31.5mm. 
Designer: Domé Eszter.  Photographer: József Hajdu.  The stamps show the traditional embroidered 
folk motif of Kalocsa and the famous red pepper used for making paprika.  The souvenir sheet depicts 
historical images of the Bishopric of Kalocsa. 

 

Left to right: Č.S.R.. 9.5.1945 Ústí 
n(ad) L(abem), Teplice 

(Trenčianske Teplic) Red Army 
occupation, and Pusty Fedymes 

(Pusztafödémes, now called Pusté 
Ú’lany) overprints belonging to 

same category as the three on the 
previous page.  These towns were 
not under Hungarian jurisdiction, 

not to mention that the Pusty 
Fedymes overprint is on a stamp 
that was withdrawn in April 1943 

because of the Arrow Cross symbol 
shown  on  the shield. 
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Technical details: The stamps were printed in sheet of 40 in an edition of 350,000 copies.  The 
souvenir sheet was issued in an edition of 40,000 copies.  Both were printed using offset by the State 
Printing Office.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

100th Anniversary of the Birth of István Örkény, György Solti, Géza Ottlik, and János Szentágothai 
 

Face value: 4 x HUF 105.  Stamp size: 30 x 40mm, miniature sheet size: 140 x 60mm. 
Designer: László Dudás.  Photographer: Magda B. Müller.  The stamps show portraits of the four 
famous Hungarians. 
Technical details: Printed using offset by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in an edition of 80,000 miniature 
sheets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issue date: 4 September 2012 
 

Hungarian Synagogues, Part III 
 
Face value: HUF 300, 400.  Stamp size: 30 x 45mm. 
Designer: Péter Nagy.  Photographer: József Hajdú.  The 
designs show the interior of the Synagogues of Baja and 
Kiskunhalas. 
Technical details: Printed using offset by the State Printing 
Office in an edition of 200,000 sets. 
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Issue date: 5 September 2012 
 

Sixth Congress of Finno-Ugric Studies 
 

Face value: HUF 290.  Stamp size: 40 x 30mm. 
Designer: István Orosz.  The design shows a stylized branch 
depicting the Finno-Ugric languages. 
Technical details: Printed using offset by the State Printing 
Office in an edition of 200,000 stamps. 

 
Issue date: 14 September 2012 

 
In Memoriam Flórián Albert 

 
Selling price: HUF 1,500.  Sheet 
size: 90 x 70mm. 
Designer: Barnabás Baticz.  The 
non-postal, commemorative 
sheet shows a portrait of the only 
Hungarian soccer player to win 
the Golden Boot award. 
Technical details: Printed in 
offset by the State Printing 
Office in an edition of 10,000 
sheets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Issue date: 8 October 2012 
 

Art: The Interior of the 110 Year 
Old Hungarian Parliament 

 
Face value: HUF 1600.  
Souvenir sheet size: 128 x 
128mm.  Stamps from the sheet: 
35.9 x 36mm. 
Designer: Eszter Domé.  
Photographer: József Hajdú.  The 
stamps show the meeting rooms 
of the Hungarian Parliament 
Building as well as decorative 
elements. 
Technical details: Printed by the 
State Printing Office in an 
edition of 50,000 sheets.  A 
special issue of 10,000 sheets 
with embossed printing was also 
prepared.  
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Issue date: 15 October 2012 
 

100th Anniversary of the Sinking of the Titanic  
 

The original souvenir sheet, issued on 13 April 2012, was reprinted in black in an edition of 5000 
copies.  The selling price of the black printing was HUF 2032. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Issue date: 26 October 2012 

 
The Benedictine Abbey of Tihany 

 
Face value: HUF 600.  Souvenir sheet size: 90 x 70mm.  Stamp size: 30 x 40mm. 
Designer: Barnabás Baticz.  Photographers: Dr. Richárd Korzenszky and József Hajdú.  The design 
shows an aerial view of the abbey. 
Technical details: Printed by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in unspecified quantity. 

 
Christmas 2012 

 
Face value: HUF 130.  Stamp size: 30 x 40mm.  Miniature sheet size: 114 x 99mm. 
Designer: György Kara.  Photographer: József Hajdú.  The stamp reproduces Erzsébet Udvardi’s 
painting, Madonna with Angels. 
Technical details: Printed by the Banknote Printers, Ltd. in quantities required by postal demand.  A 
special printing in small sheets of 4 with marginal inscription was also prepared in an unspecified 
quantity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Abbey of Tihany souvenir sheet. Right: Christmas 2012 miniature sheet. 
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CONCORDANCE OF CATALOG NUMBERS 
 

by Miklos Tecsy 
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WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 
 

Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Jim Gaul: 1920 Fawn Lane, Hellertown, PA 18055-2117 USA, email: 
terrynjim@verizon.net. You can set your starting price or consult with Jim to establish the 
same.  You can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of 
new acquisitions for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 
11 books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  
Orders and inquiries should be sent to:  

H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,  

e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
A TYPICAL HUNGARIAN CANCELLING DEVICE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tábori Postahivatal ZS 5-wheel device used in 1943 
Illustration courtesy of the Budapest Stamp Museum 

(reproduced from János Dán’s book, A Magyar Királyi Tábori Posta  
a II. világháborúban 1938-1948) 

 
 
 

 

 

 


