
 

 

THE  NEWS  O F  
 

HUNGARIAN  PHILATELY  
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Volume:  44   /   Number:  4                 October - December 2013 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 
CONTENTS: 

 
 
  Page 
  
    1  The President’s Corner by Lyman R. Caswell 
    1  Membership Renewal for 2014     

    1  Leslie’s Stamps A short reviewe by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

    1  Kudos & Welcome 

    2  The First Hungarian Youth Balloon Post by Gábor Voloncs 

    4  The Editor’s Notes by Csaba L. Kohalmi     

    8  Hungarian Crash Covers from 22 January 1940 by Judy Kennett  

  12  2013 New Issues  

  17  New York Institute of Science, Rochester, N.Y., America by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

  19  Concordance of Catalog Numbers by Miklos Tecsy 

  23  A (Confusing) Primer  on Hungarian Cancelling Devices by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

  25  Hungarian Cancels without Crowns by Johan Sevenhuisen  

  28  Letter to the Editor by Gábor Voloncs 

   

   

   

       Merry Christmas 
               and a       Happy Holidays! 
      Happy New Year! 
 
  

 

 

 

 

1903 - 2013 

110th Anniversary of the first Hungarian postage due stamp 
 
 

     
 

SOCIETY FOR HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
4889-76th St Sw A 403, Mukilteo, WA 98275 USA  

Published Quarterly          /         Copyright 2013 

 



 

   

SOCIETY FOR HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 

4889-76th St Sw A 403  

Mukilteo, WA 98275 USA  
 

Established 1969 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
APS Affiliate 34 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 President: Lyman Caswell, ruthandlyman@nventure.com 
          6250 North Park Ave., # 103, Tacoma WA 98407 USA 
 
 Vice-President:  Alan Bauer, alan@hungarianstamps.com 
        P.O. Box 3024, Andover, MA 01810 USA 
 
 Treasurer: Wes Learned, treasurershp@tctwest.net  
          P.O. Box 802, Powell, WY 82435-0802 USA 
 
 Secretary: Greg Gessell,  g_gessell@hotmail.com 
          4889-76th St Sw A 403, Mukilteo, WA 98275 USA 
 
 Directors-at-large: H. Alan Hoover, h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 
            Ted Johnson, TedBar12218@gmail.com 

            Robert B. Morgan, bobm2@roadrunner.com 
 
 Sales Circuit Manager: H. Alan Hoover, h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 
        6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092 
 
 Newsletter Editor: Csaba L. Kohalmi, editor@hungarianphilately.org 
            910 Claridge Ct., Indianapolis, IN 46260-2991 USA 
 
 Newsletter Publisher: Chris Brainard, cebrainard1@verizon.net 
 
 Auction Chairperson: Jim Gaul, terrynjim@ptd.net 
   1920 Fawn Lane, Hellertown, PA 18055-2117 USA 
 

SHP Web-site: http://www.hungarianphilately.org. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The Society for Hungarian Philately (SHP) is a non-profit organization chartered under the laws of 
the State of Connecticut and is devoted to the study of every aspect of Hungarian philately.  SHP 
publishes a quarterly newsletter in March, June, September, and December.  Manuscripts for 
publication may be sent to the Society’s address listed above.  The articles published herein 
represent the opinions of the individual authors and the content is not to be construed as official 
policy of this Society or any of its officers.  All publication rights reserved for SHP.  Articles from 
this journal may be reprinted with the written permission of the Editor and the authors only.  Back 
issues of the newsletter may be purchased for $3.00, postpaid, (when available). 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Annual membership dues are $18 ($19 if paid by Paypal) for members whose addresses 
are in the United States.  For members residing in all other countries, the dues are $25 
($26 if paid by Paypal).  Dues are payable in January in advance for the calendar year.  
Payment of dues entitles members to receive the newsletter, to participate in the sales 
circuit and the quarterly auctions, and to exercise voting rights.  Send dues payments to: 
The Treasurer, P.O. Box 802, Powell, WY 82435-0802 USA.  Paypal payment may be 
made to treasurershp@tctwest.net         

 

This issue closed on 1 November 2013 
The next issue will close 1 February 2014 

 
 

http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=00000X00:001H9H9o00001SQC&count=1361396245&randid=2022473473&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=2022473473##
http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/5?userinfo=af6af735a4bfb5f01319ac01f28b412e&count=1274056498##


The News of Hungarian Philately 

October - December 2013  1 

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

by Lyman R. Caswell      
 Let’s get together.  It is already time to begin planning to attend the next meting of the 
Society for Hungarian Philately.  We will meet at ARIPEX 2014, in Mesa, Arizona, February 21-23, 
2014.  Information about ARIPEX 2014, including the exhibitor prospectus and exhibit entry form, is 
available at the show’s website, www.aripex.org.  Our meeting will include a seminar on an aspect of 
Hungarian philately, and opportunities for socialization among the members of the Society.  Come to 
ARIPEX, get acquainted with your fellow Hungarian philatelists, bring an exhibit, and patronize the 
bourse!  I look forward to seeing you there! 
  

☼  
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2014 

 
 Please check the top line of the address label on the envelope in which you received this 
issue.  The line shows the status of your paid-up membership.  If it states ‘thru 2013’ then we ask you 
to fill out the enclosed form and send in your dues payment for the upcoming year OR follow the 
instructions for paying on-line via PayPal.  Thank you for your continued support! 

 
☼  

LESLIE’S STAMPS 
 

A short review by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

A saga of the Holocaust and the escape to freedom by Catherine Porter was published in the 
Toronto Star newspaper during the summer.  Prior to the publication of her article, Catherine had 
contacted me in order to confirm the existence of a Hungarian stamp bearing the symbol of the Arrow 
Cross party that wreaked havoc on Hungary from 16 October 1944 to the end of March 1945.  In 
1943, the stamp design for Scott no. B158 was modified at the State Printing office by an Arrow 
Cross sympathizer to include the symbol of the pro-Nazi party on the shield of the Hungarian warrior.  
The stamp was duly printed and issued but withdrawn after three weeks.  The stamp and its sordid 
history became a part of Catherine’s article. 
 Catherine’s story is about 86-year-old Leslie Miesels, who was born in the eastern Hungarian 
town of Nádudvar.  He started collecting stamps at age 8.  His father owned a soap-marketing 
business that gave him access to stamps from business mail.  Leslie’s family’s activities were 
severely curtailed by the Jewish laws passed in Hungary in the late 1930s.  When Germany occupied 
Hungary in March 1944, the Jews of Náduvar were herded into a ghetto.  In the summer of 1944, the 
ghetto was liquidated and its inhabitants loaded onto a train heading for the Auschwitz extermination 
camp.  The train did not make it there because partisans blew up a trestle near Kassa/Kosice.  Leslie 
made a fortunate choice and followed his grandparents onto another train that took them into Austria, 
where they spend the rest of the summer as slave laborers working on a farm.  In the meanwhile, his 
mother had sewed the stamps from his collection into the lining of a gray coat and thus saved it.  In 
December 1944, they were again herded onto a train and sent to Bergen-Belsen, where they endured 
starvation until liberated by the British army in April 1945. 
 Leslie survived and returned to Náduvar only to have to endure 10 years of communist rule in 
Hungary.  The crushing of the 1956 freedom fight re-instilled his desire for freedom and in December 
1956 he escaped to Austria.  He settled in New York but eventually and moved to Canada 10 years 
later.  Throughout his life, he continued to pursue his favorite hobby: stamp collecting. 

 
 
 

KUDOS & WELCOME 
  

 Congratulations to our exhibitor Alfred Kugel, who received vermeils for two exhibits at 
INDYPEX 2013: Prexies Go to War and Postal History of Montenegro, 1874-1922.  The Montenegro 
exhibit was received the Johnny Appleseed Award. 

Welcome to our newest member, Mr. Andre Slivitzky of Saint-Raymond, Quebec, Canada.  
 
 

http://www.aripex.org/
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THE FIRST HUNGARIAN YOUTH BALLOON POST 
 

by Gábor Voloncs 
 

/This article originally appeared in the May 2013 issue of the Szabolcsi Bélyegújság.   
Translated by Csaba L. Kohalmi./ 

 
  The students of the Benedictine gymnasium located on Baross Street in Budapest 
organized a stamp club named “Pax” in 1934.  They held their first exhibition the following year in 
1935.  Their third exhibition, named the Pax III Youth Stamp Exhibition was scheduled for 1-3 
January 1937.  The sponsors of the exhibition were General Tamás Bobrovniczky, the president of the 
Federation of the Hungarian Stamp Collectors’ Organizations, and Kandid Horváth, the director of 
the gymnasium.  From the start, the students’ stamp club received the support of János Örvös, the 
editor of the Filatéliai Kurír, the most popular philatelic journal of the time.  The exhibit was 
organized by the students themselves under the leadership of Arisztid Kozma, a sixth year student.  
The other members of the exhibit committee were Tamás Bárány, Eperjessy, Fitz, Rikárd Kozma. 
Mittai, Tóth, and Géza Urai. 

 The students came up with the idea of conducting a 
balloon launch in honor of the exhibition.  They initially 
visualized releasing ten balloons from Buda’s János 
Mountain carrying small packets of mail posted during the 
exhibition.  The students even christened the balloons with 
names such as Turul, Sólyom / Falcon, Sas / Eagle, Sirály / 
Gull, Kondor / Condor, Fecske / Swallow, Griff / Griffin, 
Héja / Kite, Karvaly / Hawk, and Galamb / Pigeon.  As an 
incentive, the organizers intended to offer a monetary 
reward to the finders who returned the mail from the 
balloons although they emphasized that they would have 
no responsibility after the release for lost mail.  The exhibit 
opened as scheduled.  Souvenir cards were cancelled using 
the Budapest 72 post office’s Francotyp Fr. 72 I/24 meter 

canceller that imprinted a two-line text PROPAGANDA KIÁLLÍTÁS / L’EXPOSITION DE 
PROPAGANDE between which was the image of a postal pigeon carrying a letter. 

 In September 2008 I had a chance to interview Rikárd 
Kozma, who was 87 years old at the time.  He provided some 
interesting memories of conducting the exhibition and the actual 
release of the balloon post, something that had not been reported in 
the contemporary newspapers. 

 The planned release of ten 
balloons presented a major technical 
problem.  Experiments revealed that 
the commercially available balloons 
had very limited lift capability.  
Consequently, larger, 60cm 
diameter balloons were procured 
from the Emmerling Company in 
order to be able to send aloft the 
approximately 200 postcards that 
accumulated during show.  By now, 
plans were changed to cancel the 
cards with a single device bearing 
the name ‘Sólyom’ balloon.  
Arisztid Kozma carved this 
canceller using a penknife and a 
piece of linoleum.    

 
General Támás Bobronivczky presiding over 

the opening of the PAX III Exhibition. 

 
Rikárd Kozma operating the 

Francotyp machine during the 
stamp exhibition.  The wall in the 

background shows some of the 
exhibits on display. 

 
The cancellation carved by 

Arisztid Kozma that was used 
on the exhibit vignettes affixed 

to the postcards. 
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The students also prepared the artwork 

for the printed vignettes that were affixed to the 
postcards cancelled during the exhibition.  These 
consisted of the two different designs as shown 
on the left. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Weather conditions prevented the release of the balloons until January 6th, three days after 
the exhibit closed.  The students took all of the large balloons along with some ordinary, smaller ones 
to the top of Hármashatárhegy in the Buda hills.  The balloons release occurred around noon.  The 
first release consisted of a group of four large balloons tied together.  The next two releases were 
made up of groupings of three balloons each, and the final one consisted of two balloons.  About 10 
postcards wrapped in cellophane were attached to the smaller balloons.  A total of 200 postcards were 
sent aloft.  At the time of the launch, the winds were variable, so the released balloons headed in 
several different directions.  Eventually, the postcards from only two of the balloon releases were 
recovered.  The finder number one did not return to the gymnasium to claim the reward so no details 
about the recovery were recorded, although it is assumed that the balloon was caught up in tree 
branches in the Hűvösvölgy neighborhood.  This group of four balloons tied together, the first to be 
released, carried about 50 postcards.  The finder mailed these cards from the Remetekertváros post 
office on January 7th at 12 noon.  One card is known to be sent to Ungvár (Uzshorod in 
Czechoslovakia at the time) by way of Vienna.  It was stamped with 10+20f stamps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 The second discovery was made by József Vara, an agricultural worker, who reported that 
while working in the field on January 6th, he noticed a balloon descending.  He used his pitchfork to 
capture the balloons, one of which burst during the attempt.  He mailed the postcards from 
Alsónémedi, located to the south of Budapest, on January 8th. 
 Of the 200 cards launched, approximately 70-80 were returned.  The first balloon carried 50 
of these, the second about 26-28 pieces.  
 On July 7th, the students decided to destroy the cancelling device by cutting pieces out from 
four sides of the linoleum block.   
 A few cards that were not launched survive.  These were cancelled during the exhibit with the 
Francotyp meter canceller.  The balloon post vignettes received the “PAX” BÉLYEGKLUB * 1934” 
cachet of the organizers.  An example is shown on the next page. 

  

The design on the left was printed in brown on white 
paper with simulated perforations. 

The design on the right was printed in dark blue on 
light orange-colored paper. 

  

 
Left: 

Postcard 
returned from 

Remetekertváros 
on 7 January 

1937, 
 

Right: 
Image of the 

defaced ‘Sólyom’ 
cancelling 

device. 
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 After a span of 75 years, it was refreshing to revisit the enthusiastic efforts of the young 
stamp collectors.  Even if their efforts were amateurish by today’s standards, the philatelic documents 
they left behind are treasured mementos for today’s stamp collectors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postcard prepared during the exhibit but not 

launched from a balloon. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

References: 

Filatéliai Kurír, 1936/9, 1936/10, 1936/11, 1937/1. 

A magyar bélyegek monográfiája, Vol 1. 

http://www.aucteam.com/Catalog.php?pages=13&auction=25 
 

 
 

THE EDITOR’S NOTES 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 Seen in print: The article, Hozzászólás Filep László: Csehszlovák területi viták 

Lengyelországgal az I. világháború után című cikkéhez / Commentary on László Filep’s 

Czechoslovak Territorial Disputes with Poland After WWI by Alan Soble and Csaba L. Kohalmi, was 

published in the Orbis Pictus, Vol. XXVIII, No. 1 in June 2013.  The original English-language 

article appeared in the January-March 2011 issue of The News.  The Orbis Pictus is the journal of 

the Slovak and Czech Section of MABÉOSz, the Hungarian Stamp Collectors’ National Federation.  

László Filep translated the article into Hungarian. 

 Gábor Voloncs announced the establishment of the Magyar Filatelista Kutatók Baráti 

Társasága (MFKBT) / Hungarian Philatelic Researchers’ Fraternal Organization.  The founding 

members are Barabássy Miklós, Buday Ádám, Dán János, Emesz László, Gelle Péter, Gidófalvy 

Péter, Hatvani Márk, Hodobay Andor, Horváth Lajos, Petneházy Zoltán, Pukler Antal, Dr. Rill Attila, 

Sebestyén Imre, Vargáné Nagy Zsuzsa, Voloncs Gábor and Zentai János.  The organization’s goal is 

to pursue the exploration of relatively little known areas of Hungarian postal history.  The members 

pledge to openly publicize their findings, strive to avoid polarization of opinions, and to support each 

other’s efforts.  The Szabolcsi Bélyegújság, now in its 15 year of publication, offers an opportunity 

to publish the members’ findings in Hungarian and German.  The organization also hopes to conduct 

quarterly meetings. 

 A wonderful example of the postal history of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution was offered on 

eBay by a seller from Greece.  The registered envelope, franked with two 4,50 drachma stamps issued 

in 1959 in honor of the executed Hungarian prime minister Imre Nagy, was marked non admis and 

refused by the Hungarian Post.  The Greek stamps were valid for only a few days before they were 

withdrawn in a diplomatic agreement with the Soviet Union that withdrew the stamp honoring the 

imprisoned Greek communist Manolis Glezos.  The letter was posted on 15 December 1959 from 

Athens addressed to Budapest.  It was returned to Athens on 21 December 1959.  The label attached 

to the back side stated Retour. Non admis. The text of the postmark is contrary to Section 2. Article 1. 

 

http://www.aucteam.com/Catalog.php?pages=13&auction=25
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of Chapter I, of the Universal Postal Convention therefore the Hungarian Post Office has returned 

the letter to its sender.  The unique cover sold for US$765. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Theodor Illie from Romania (eBay i.d. dr_uk) pointed out a variance in the way the 

Hungarian stamps were overprinted in Nagyvárad.  Normally, the Rumanian authorities prepared the 

plates used on the vertical small format Hungarian stamps (Turul, Harvesters, Károly-Zita, War Aid 

III, Special Delivery, and Newspaper issues) so that the word ‘Bani’ covered the Hungarian ‘fillér.’  

That meant the Turul, Zita, the 10f & 15f War Air III, and Special Delivery stamps received the 

overprint with the “Bani’ below the medallion while on the Harvesters, the Károly, the 40f War Aid 

III, and the Newspaper stamps ‘Bani’ was above the medallion.  Any deviation from this system was 

the result of a shift in the overprints creating errors.  The Postal Savings stamp, however, deviated 

from this pattern.  On that stamp, the ‘10f’ denomination is in the top center of the stamp and does not 

stand out from the design.  Therefore, the overprinting plate with the word ‘Bani’ above the 

medallion should have been used.  Contrary to what Chris Brainard and I assumed that this was not 

the case as Theodor pointed out.  In the normal overprint of this stamp, ‘Bani’ is below the medallion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Starting in 1996, the MAFITT organization awarded an annual prize named after Mihály 

Gervay, Hungary’s first Postal Director, to members whose philatelic accomplishments were deemed 

especially noteworthy.  The first recipient of the award was the late Gary Ryan, whose contributions 

to Hungarian philately are legendary.  Gary, by the way, was a long-standing member of our Society.  

In 2000, three of our members shared the prize: Dr. Stevan Frater, Otto Schäffling, and Robert 

Morgan.  In 2009, Marcel de Jong became our next member to be so honored.  Your editor shared the 

2012 award with Dr. József Horváth of Hungary.  The certificate that I received along with the silver 

medallion illustrated above stated that I earned the award “though many decades of philatelic writing 

to promote the world-wide understanding of Hungarian philately as well as building international 

relations.”  I can humbly state that the only reason I could get this award is because you, our 

members, who supported my publication efforts through your contributions and the volunteer officers 

who maintained the structure of our organizations.  I hope that I have served you well! 

  

 

Left: Normal 

Nagyvárad Rumanian 

occupation overprint 

with ‘Bani’ at the 

bottom NOT covering 

the 10f denomination. 

 

Right: 

Mihály Gervay award 

presented by MAFITT   
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 Peter Kr. H. Bech sent in scans of his latest find, a Hungarian-Ruthenian language, bi-

lingual parcel post slip that was intended to be used in the Carpatho-Ukraine between 1940 and 1944. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Peter wrote that he recently purchased a lot of 200 parcel cards from the Hungarian 

hyperinflation period of 1945-46.  In this lot was the bilingual card.  It was the first such example that 

he had seen.  Altogether, he has about 700 cards in his collections.  The card and the parcel were sent 

on 10 October 1945 from the Budapest 62 post office to Hajdudorog, arriving there on October 16th. 

This was during the 3rd rate period that lasted from 19 August to 31 October 1945.  When Peter 

contacted Bob Morgan, he commented that he had not seen a similar example.  

 Bi-lingual postal stationeries were intended to be used in the Carpatho-Ukraine.  This 

particular slip, used in Budapest after World War II had ended, probably was taken from the central 

stores of the Hungarian Post and pressed into service because of the acute shortage of postal forms.  

Collectors possessing a similar item, whether used before or after 1945, should contact Peter via 

email at pbechfrim@webspeed.dk. 

 As we know, covers franked 

with the Billions stamps (Scott 

nos. 760-774) from the late 

stages of the 1945-46 

Hungarian hyperinflation are 

hard to find.  Recently, several 

forgeries were offered on 

eBay.  The telltale clue that 

these covers are bogus is the 

lack of the crown in the 

cancellations.  Post office 

cancellers were not reworked 

to remove the crown until 

mid-1947.  Note the void in 

the top arc under the word 

DUNAPENTELE in the 

cancel of the bottom 1,000 

BPengő stamp on the left. 
 Recently, thanks to Alan Soble who pointed it out to me, I was able to procure another item 
documenting the postal history of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution.  The item was a ‘service 
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suspended’ cover sent from Canada to Madaras, Hungary.  It complements nicely my other ‘service 
suspended’ mail from Austria and Germany from the November 1956 timeframe. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 The cover was mailed from Lakefield, Ontario on 9 October 1956.  It was stamped ‘Return to 
Sender / Service suspended / Service suspendu’ by the No. 2. Post Office in Montreal on 28 
November 1956.  A note inside the envelope acknowledged the return on 4 December 1956.  
Unfortunately, there are no other markings to tell how far this cover travelled.  It was posted via 
surface mail two weeks prior to the outbreak of the Hungarian Revolution on 23 October 1956.  So, it 
may have already been on its way to Europe by ship when the revolution stopped mail traffic into 
Hungary; but there is no way to know the location where the decision to return it was made.   

Chris Brainard commented about the April-June 2013 newsletter: I also don't think I 
mentioned how much I've enjoyed reading your story in the last SHP Newsletter.  I think every 
American child should read a story such as yours so as to better appreciate all the things we herein 
America grow up expecting from life!  I had been reading your story little by little.  But, when I 
finally hit the section entitled “The day everything changed,” I could not put the story down.  Your 
story has been more interesting than anything I've heard on the History Channel!  Thank you for 
sharing your story with us! 

  A bit more nostalgia: Early in life I discovered the 
connection between real life and stamps.  I’m in the photo on the 
left with my mother.  We were vacationing in Balatonfüred in the 
summer of 1953.  Earlier that year, Scott no. 1040 picturing the 
Heart Hospital was issued as a part of the Resorts issue.  Lo and 
behold, I found myself (almost) pictured on the stamp. 
 On the right, the 
annual photo of the local 
grandkids, who can’t help 
but to remind me of the 
passing of time.  Twins 
Brianna and Abby turned 10 
this summer.  Lily is now 7 
years old and Zach is 5 and 
is now enrolled in 
kindergarten.  Grandma and 
I enjoy their company 
immensely; and, as typical 

grandparents, we can spoil them and then send them home! 
 

☼ 
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HUNGARIAN CRASH COVERS FROM 22 JANUARY 1940 
 

by Judy Kennett 
 

Introduction 
 

Four covers from Hungary to Australia that were involved in an air crash south of Bali 
(Indonesia) on 22 January 1940 are discussed here.  At this time (September 2013), these are the only 
recorded airmail covers from Hungary to have survived this incident.  They all bear signs of their 
ordeal; stamps are washed off, and the envelopes are wrinkled. 

It is known that these covers were part of a consignment of mail carried from Europe to Java 
by the Dutch airline KLM.  At this time KLM was operating its weekly Netherlands East Indies (NEI) 
service from Naples, Italy.  There are two possible locations on the KLM route where these covers 
might have accessed the NEI service.  The first place is Naples; Ala Littoria had regular flights on 
weekdays between Roma and Budapest, via Vienna, and return.  From Roma, mail for eastern 
destinations was forwarded to KLM in Naples.  Note that cover No 1 is endorsed for that service.  
The other possible location is Athens, which was also on the KLM route to the NEI. 

The map at Figure 1 shows the route taken by the KLM service Naples – Bandung 1939 – 
1940.  At Figure 2 is a map showing the route of the KNILM service Batavia – Sydney 1938 – 1942 
(KNILM was an NEI subsidiary of KLM).  The crash occurred on the Java – Australia leg.  These 
maps are taken from Bridging the continents in wartime: important airmail routes 1939 – 1945, 
by Aitink and Hovenkamp (Ref. 1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1.  Map of KLM Service from Naples to Bandung, 1940-1942. 
 

The incident on 22 March 1940 
 

The KNILM Lockheed L – 14 aircraft (PK AFO) left Batavia on 21 January, and stayed 
overnight at Denpasar (Bali).  The next morning, after take-off, heading for Koepang (Timor), it lost 
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height and went down about two miles south of Denpasar, close to the shore line.  Eight of the 
occupants were killed, and there was one survivor.  The mail bags fell out of the wreckage and were 
washed ashore, and a total of 35 pounds (15.8 kg) of mail was recovered.  It seems that the parcel 
mail was lost. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.  Map of KNILM Service between Java and Australia, 1938-1942. 
 
Another KNILM Lockheed L – 14 aircraft left Batavia later that morning, picked up the 

salvaged material the next day, and carried it to Sydney, arriving just one day later than the first 
aircraft was scheduled, on 24 January 1940.  There Australian mail was endorsed with a cachet 
‘RECOVERED FROM LOST FLYING BOAT‘ in black ink.  It is presumed that the Sydney GPO 
had prepared this stamp in case there was a crash involving a local BOAC flying boat.  

The incident is recorded in Courrier recupere [recovered mail] by  H. L. Nierinck as No. 
400122 (Ref 2).  He claims that the recovered mail was taken to Australia next day by a British plane. 
Dutch sources state that another KNILM Lockheed aircraft picked up the salvaged mail and carried it 
to Australia, and this is confirmed by two other sources; The Australian Air Mail Catalogue, by 
Nelson Eustis (Ref 3) and in two reports in the journal Australian Stamp Monthly, May and June 
1940 (Refs 4 and 5).  These sources also confirm that the cachet was applied in Australia. 

 
The airmail covers from Hungary recorded to date 

 
The cover in Figure 3 is the first example.  It is recorded in The Pioneer Period of 

Hungarian Airmail (Ref 6) and was part of the collection of Victor G. Berecz, Jr.  This collection 
was sold in early 1996 and the present whereabouts of the cover is not known.  It was posted at 
Budapest 4 on 12 January 1940, and addressed to Sydney, Australia, where the cachet was applied.  It 
isn’t known if there were any postal markings on the back, but there is no sign that it was censored on 
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arrival.  The cover was endorsed on the top right hand side by the sender for the Ala Littoria service 
to Roma, thence to Naples and passage to Australia by KLM and KNILM. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cover in Figure 4 is currently with a collector of crash mail in the UK, Dee Pullan.  It 

was posted at Budapest 7 on 12 January 1940, and addressed to Sydney.  It was endorsed with the 
cachet ‘RECOVERED FROM LOST FLYING BOAT,’ and censored on arrival, and the censor tape 
was tied to the cover with a ‘PASSED BY CENSOR’ hand stamp in blue.  There are some 
manuscript markings on the far left hand side, partly obscured by the censor tape, which have not 
been identified.  Were they put there by the postal clerk handling the letter?  According to Ms Pullan, 
there are no postal markings on the back, just the other side of the tape. 

The cover at Figure 5 is currently in my collection.  I secured it from a small local postal 
auction in November 2011.  It was posted at Budapest 62 on 12 January 1940, and addressed to 
Adelaide, South Australia.  There are no postal markings on the back. The cachet ‘RECOVERED 
FROM LOST FLYING BOAT’ was applied in Sydney.  On the top left hand side is a small blue hand 
stamp ‘v’ in a circle, and blue initials, which indicate that it passed through the censorship office in 
Adelaide.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Figure 3.  Recovered mail sent from Budapest 4 on  

12 January 1940. 
Figure 4.  Recovered mail sent from Budapest 7 on 

12 January 1940. 

Figure 5. 
Recovered mail sent from 

Budapest 62 on 12 
January 1940.  
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The cover at Figure 6 (front and reverse sides shown below) is currently with a postal history 
researcher and writer in the UK, Brian Peace.  It is registered, and is one of six registered items he has 
recorded that were recovered from the crash.  It was posted at Budapest 62 on 12 January 1940, and 
addressed to Melbourne, Australia.  The cachet used on registered articles was ‘Recovered from lost 
flying boat’ in lower case, in red.  The cover was censored on arrival in Melbourne and there are the 
censor tape and the boxed stamp ‘PASSED BY CENSOR V 25.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6.  Front and reverse sides of the recovered registered mail sent from Budapest 62 on 12 January 1940. 
 
Because the cover was registered, on the back are the cancels which show its journey in 

Australia – GPO SYDNEY 24JA40A, REGISTERED ELIZABETH ST / MELBOURNE 25JA40, 
REGISTERED / MELBOURNE 25JA40 and 26JA40, then CARNEGIE (probably the post office for 
Glenhuntly) 27 JA 40.  The registry etiquette was not washed off the cover.  Was this perhaps 
because it was a different type of glue? 

/Ed’s note: Many years ago I purchased a bulk lot of  parcel slip cutouts from the 1930s & 
1940s.  I found out that it was IMPOSSIBLE to remove the stamps from the paper by soaking.  
I theorized that the postal clerks glued the stamps using the same kind of mucilage that they applied 
with a brush from a jar to paste various labels on these postal forms.  Oftentimes, the dried residue 
can be observed around the edges of these labels.  This paste was impermeable to water.  It is highly 
probable that registry label was attached with the same kind of adhesive because the clerk did not 
trust the adhesive.  Hence, it survived even intense soaking in sea water./ 

  
Finds in the future 

 
Brian Peace has had documents from Dutch sources translated for his research on this crash.  

He has compiled a ‘census’ of known covers from the incident, and has listed 33 ordinary airmail 
covers, and six (6) registered.  There are three covers from Italy and three from the USA in addition 
to the four from Hungary, but the salvaged mail was predominantly commercial covers from NEI to 
Australia, New Zealand and Pacific islands.  It is very likely that more covers from this crash will 
emerge as a result of an extensive article that Brian has prepared for publication in an Australian 
philatelic journal, Australian Stamps Professional, plus this article published in The News of 
Hungarian Philately.  

Finally, would any reader who knows the location of the cover at Figure 1, or any other 
covers from Hungary with this cachet, and addressed to Australia or New Zealand, please contact me 
through the Editor or directly on jkennett@tpg.com.au . 
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2013 NEW ISSUES 
 

Issue date: 26 April 2013 
 

86th Stamp Day: Székesfehérvár 
 

Face value: HUF 85, 110, 500+200 (souvenir sheet).  Stamp size: 30 x 40mm (vertical) and 40 x 
30mm (horizontal).  Sheet size: 90 x 70mm. 
Designer: Barnabás Baticz.  Photographer: József Hajdú.  The designs show statues and views from 
the city. 
Technical details: Printed in offset by the ANY Security Printers in an edition of 250,000 sets of 
stamps and 30,000 souvenir sheets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issue date: 3 May 2013 
 

Definitive issue: Szeged Cathedral & Springhouse, Orfű 
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Face value: HUF 85 & 325.  Stamp 
size: 30 x 40mm & 40 x 30mm.  
Designer: Eszter Domé.  
Photographers: Tibor Rigó (Szeged) & 
István Panyik (Orfű).   
Technical details: Printed using offset 
in unlimited quantity required by postal 
demand in sheets of 50 stamps by the 
Banknote Printers.  

 
 
 
 
 

CEPT Europa 2013: Postal Vans 
 

Face value: 4 x HUF 235.  Stamp size: 40 x 25mm.  Miniature sheet size: 1120 x 70mm. 
Designer: Zsolt Vidák.  The designs depict an old and a modern postal van. 
Technical details: Printed using offset by the ANY Security Printers in an edition of 80,000 sheets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issue date: 5 June 2013 
 

Railroad Engines 
 

Face value: HUF 195 & 445.  Stamp size: 40 x 30mm.  
Designer: Péter Nagy.  Photographer: Attila Vörös.  The designs show the “Szili” electrical and the 
“Nohab” diesel locomotives. 
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 50 stamps using offset by the Banknote Printers in an edition of 
200,000 sets. 

 
Issue date: 15 June 2013 

 
Joint Issue with Azerbaijan 

 
Face value: Two values each HUF 300.  Stamp size: 40 x 30mm; miniature sheet size: 110 x 60mm. 
Designer: István Weisenburger.  The Hungarian design is based on a cross stitched peacock from the 
collection of the Ethnographic Museum.  The Azeri design is taken from a decorated horse blanket 
from the collection of the Industrial Arts Museum. 
Technical details: Printed in small sheets of two by the ANY Security Printers in an edition of 60,000 
sheets. 
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Issue date: 20 June 2013 
 

Pro Juventute: 100th Anniversary of the Birth of Sándor Weöres 
 

Face value: two stamps HUF 110, two stamps HUF 110 + 50.  Stamp size: 30 x 40 mm, miniature 
sheet size: 140 x 60mm. 
Designer: Boglárka Nádi.  The designs depict calligraphy and images related to the author of youth 
novels and poetry. 
Technical details: Printed using offset by the Banknote Printers in an edition of 30,000 small sheets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issue date: 4 July 2013 
 

Fencing World Championships, Budapest & the 100th Anniversary  
of the International Fencing Federation 

 
Face value: HUF 300.  Stamp size: 36 x 25mm; label size: 18 x 25mm. 
Designer: Ágnes Berta.  The stamp depicts two fencers in action. 
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 35 stamps and 35 labels by the Banknote Printers in an edition 
of 200,025 copies. 

 
Issue date: 15 July 2013 

 
100th Anniversary of the Hungarian Skiing Federation 

 
Face value: HUF 500.  Stamp size: 36 x 25mm. 
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Designer: Imre Benedek.  The design shows the emblem of the skiing federation. 
Technical details: The self-adhesive stamps were produced with simulated perforations as well as 
security overprinting by the Codex Security Printers in a quantity determined by postal demand. 

 
Issue date: 2 August 2013 

 
Wrestling World Championships, Budapest 

 
Face value: HUF 360.  Stamp size: 30.7 x 454mm. 
Designer: Péter Berky.  The stamp shows two wrestlers in action. 
Technical details: Printed in sheets of 50 by the ANY Security Printers in an edition of 200,000 
stamps. 

Issue date: 14 August 2013 
 

100th Anniversary of the Birth of Géza Gárdonyi 
 

Face value: HUF 425.  Stamp size: 35 x 45mm. 
Designer: Anita Laczkó.  The design reproduces a portrait of the author. 
Technical details:  Printed by the ANY Security Printers in sheets of 50 in an edition of 150,000 
stamps.  The stamps are arranged in tete-beche format in the sheet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sainted and Blessed Hungarians (I) 
 

Face value: thee stamps HUF 600 each.  Stamp size: 40 x 40mm.  Souvenir sheet size: 145 x 155mm. 
Designer:  György Kara.  Photographer: Gyula Czimbal.  The design shows the altar painting from 
Szepeshely depicting the sainted Hungarian royalty: King László, Prince Imre, and King István. 
Technical details:  The sheet was printed in three versions, (1) basic colors [20,000 sheets]; (2) gold 
foil enhanced printing [10,000 sheets]; (3) monocolor printing [5,000 sheets].   
The purchase price of a set of the three versions, numbered 1 to 5,000, is HUF 4,100.  The monocolor 
version of the sheet is not valid for postage.  The sheets were produced by the Banknote Printers. 

/The souvenir sheet is illustrated on the back cover./ 
 

Issue date: 3 September 2013 
 

The Dome of the Hungarian Parliament Building 
 

Face value: HUF 2,000 (eight stamps @ HUF 250).  Souvenir sheet size: 128 x 128mm; stamp size: 
36 x 36mm. 
Designer: Eszter Domé; photographer: József Hajdu.  The stamps shows details from the inside of the 
dome room of the Hungarian Parliament Building. 

 

 
 

 

Clockwise from the top left: 

Fencing Championships; Ski Federation, Gárdonyi, 

Wrestling Championship stamps 
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Technical details: Printed by the 
ANY Security Printers in an 
edition of 50,000 souvenir 
sheets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issue date: 2 October 2013 
 

Famous Hungarians: Aladár Körösfői-Kreisch 
 

Face value: HUF 315.  Stamp size: 45 x 36.7mm. 
Designer: György Kara, photographer: József Hajdú.  The design reproduced The Fountain of Art 
fresco from the Academy of Music created by the artist.  
Technical details: Printed by the ANY Security Printers in sheets of 50 using offset in an edition of 
150,000 stamps. 

 
Issue date: 4 October 2013 

 
Water Summit, Budapest 

 
Face value: HUF 365.  Stamp size: 30 x 
40mm.  Souvenir sheet size: 90 x 
90mm. 
Designer: István Weisenburger.  The 
design shows aquatic scenes from 
Budapest. 
Technical details: Printed by the ANY 
Security Printers using offset in an 
edition of 80,000 sheets. 
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Issue date: 8 October 2013 
 

My Greetings Stamp: Flowers 
 

Face value: Undenominated domestic letter rate.  The stamp with a personalizable label, printed in 
sheets of 20 stamps + 20 labels, was originally issued in 2005 and reprinted in 2008.  This year’s 
issue is marked BELFÖLD = Inland to indicate that is suitable for mailing domestic letters and 
postcards at the current postage rates.  The technical details are the same as the previous issues’. 
 

 
 

NEW YORK INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE, ROCHESTER, N.Y., AMERICA 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 If you are a collector of covers from the early part of the 20th century, I’m sure that you have 
come across ones with the preprinted address shown in the title sent from Hungary.  A short search on 
eBay turned up several similar examples sent from other countries as well.  This prompted me to look 
on the internet to find out the nature of the institute’s business.  After an extensive search, I finally 
found relevant information from the October 30, 1915 issue of the Journal of the American Medical 
Association (JAMA) (pp. 1570-1) in the article titled The Propaganda for Reform.  The article 
reproduced a flier circulated by the institute containing testimonials about its integrity.  The 
advertisement was headlined “No Hinge Nor Loop to Hang a Doubt on” WE ARE RESPONSIBLE 
and concluded with the phrase Five Hundred Thousand Satisfied, Successful Pupils. 
 The JAMA article wrote the following caption regarding the institute’s ad: 

  A reduced facsimile of a sheet, three square feet in size, sent out by the New York Institute 
of Science, in its attempt to impress the public with it responsibility and honesty.  It contained 
reproductions of four letters written in 1903.  One was from the president of the Rochester 
Herald, who stated that the “Institute of Science and its officers” are “of irreproachable 
integrity.”  The cashier of the Flour City National Bank, Walter B. Duffy, President, testifies that 
the bank’s dealings with the New York Institute of Science “have always been satisfactory.”  The 
secretary of the Rochester Chamber of Commerce defended this fraudulent concerns by stating 
that it employs 350 people, uses more than $1,000 worth of postage stamps each week and “pays 
it bill promptly.”  The fourth letter, from the postmaster of Rochester praised the “institute” and 
stated that he was convinced that the institute “gives its customers whatever is just and due.”  The 
New York Institute of Science, commenting on the postmaster’s letter, says: “Do you think that a 
postmaster, whose business is to investigate postal affairs and prosecute frauds, would express his 
satisfaction concerning our business if it were conducted on a fraudulent basis and there existed 
the least doubt concerning the reliability of the institute?” 

 The JAMA article concluded with the following scathing opinion:  
We do know, however, that for years two of the most widely exploited and fraudulently 

advertised “patent medicines” in the country have emanated from the City of Rochester, and we 
understand that the fortunes amassed from the sale of these products are, today, invested 
extensively in other Rochester projects.  We know, further, that for many years Rochester has been 
the headquarters of a syndicate of fraudulent mail-order concerns that have fleeced people not 
only of the United States, but all over the world.  Fraud after fraud has been started by this 
syndicate, flourished rankly and has gone out of existence only when the accumulated experience 
of the public has nullified the power of its advertising or when the United States Post Office 
Department issued a fraud order against it and denied in the use of the mails. 

My conclusion is that the institute vigorously and unscrupulously marketed patent medicines 
worldwide.  It would be good to know what kind of maladies these concoctions were supposed to 
remedy.  Judging by the fairly abundant ‘philatelic spoor’ available 100 years later, the ‘products’ 
were popular.  In all likelihood, the incoming registered mail contained banknotes to pay for the 
purchases.  The envelopes with the printed address probably were included with the shipment for 
repeat orders.  In order to close the loop on this investigation, I would have to find a wrapper sent 
from Rochester to Hungary (or any other destination, for that matter) in order to confirm the size and 
weight of the shipments.  No luck finding such an item, yet. 
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Above: Hand-addressed, registered envelope sent 

from Budapest 9, 1912 jun. 22, via Seepost Bremen-

Newyork, with arrival CDS Rochester, N.Y., Jul. 3 

1912.  During this time, all registered mail processed 

through New York received a unique serial number 

(09128 in this case) applied using a consecutive 

numbering device such as Model No. 49 marketed by 

the Bates Machine Company. 
 

Left: Pre-addressed cover sent from Australia in 

1914. 
 

The advertisement shown 
on the left was offered on 
eBay.  It was taken out of a 
magazine published in 
1900 and alludes to the 
different iterations of 
selling ‘snake oil’ by the 
New York Institute of 
Science.  The ad offered to 
send a free booklet that 
would allow the recipient 
to enhance their personal 
magnetism that could result 
in making $10 to $20 per 
day.  How?  I gues you 
would have had to read the 
book.  This ad also 
included testimonials with 
thousands more on file. 
Having stayed in business 
15 years after the ad was 
published indicates the 
marketing successes of the 
institute. 

  Acknowledgment:  I would like to thank Chris Brainard for initiating this 
investigation by asking about the stamped serial numbers on registered mail sent to the US.  I had not 
paid much attention to these numbers in the past.  I would also like to thank Alan Soble for providing 
me with an actual Bates Machine Company numbering device. 
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CONCORDANCE OF CATALOG NUMBERS 
 

by Miklos Tecsy 
 

FIUME 1918 
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JUGOSLAVIA (BOSNIA) 1918 
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JUGOSLAVIA (BOSNIA) 1918 
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CARPATHO-UKRAINE (UNGVÁR II) 1944-1945 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

/concluded/ 
 

☼ 
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A (CONFUSING) PRIMER ON HUNGARIAN CANCELING DEVICES 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

Chapter II (p. 431, ff) of Volume I of A magyar bélyegek monográfiája / Monograph of 
Hungarian Stamps, synopsizes the history of the postal cancelling devices used in Hungary.  During 
the Austrian period, these were an eclectic mix of locally produced items.  (Keep in mind that during 
this time, the postmasters tended to be German bureaucrats who were appointed from Vienna.)  The 
town names listed were in hybrid German-Hungarian language (G[ross] Becskerek); German 
(Altofen), Germanized spelling of the Hungarian (Pesth), archaic Hungarian spelling (Szigethvár), 
and even Latin (Alba).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right: G: Becskerek, Altofen, Pesth, Szigethvár, Alba cancellation for the period  

of the Austrian Post in Hungary 
 
 With the establishment of the independent Hungarian Post in May 1867, Postmaster General 
Mihály Gervay directed that signage at all post offices reflect the Hungarian colors of red-white-green 
in lieu of the Austrian yellow-black and that Hungarian-language cancellers be introduced.  This 
resulted in a mixed use of old (Győr / Raab), new (Köhalom), and modified cancellers (German 
names excised).  (And, exceptions abound: the Hungarian ‘c’ spelling was usually shown as ‘cz’ with 
an occasional smattering of German-style ‘tz’ spelling…) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Györ / Raab and Köhalom cancellations used by the Hungarian Post after 1867.  Notice the short diacritical 

marks on the ‘o’ in both cancels (a correct version would have been ‘Győr’ and ‘Kőhalom’) 
 
 Any attempt to classify or categorize cancellers beyond this point is fraught with exceptions.  
While new devices were introduced in several waves, usually on an as-needed basis, old ones were 
‘saved’ for use in case of emergencies.  This process of use-reuse-modify continued well into the late 
1940s.  (Devices left over in the successor states after World War I exhibited the same phenomena, 
but their story belongs in another essay.) 
 The Holy Crown, aka Crown of St. Stephen, was adopted as the symbol of the Hungarian 
Post (crown atop a post horn) in 1867.  The crown, however, did not make its appearance on 
cancelling devices for quite some time. 
 The G-type single-circle cancelling devices introduced in 1868 had vertical grid lines above 
and below the date field.  These were prepared mostly for high utilization post offices located in large 
cities and towns.  (The illustration is on the next page.) 
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Left:  Type G cancellation, Budapest Főposta.   
Right: Type H cancellation, Budapest 72 AM. 

 
 In 1890, the type H devices saw widespread use.  These were larger in diameter than the 
previous devices and started to show the crown decorative element.   

Their production was overlapped by the type J cancellers that continued to be produced until 
1920.  The design of type J (with open date bridge) also incorporated the crown.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Type J cancellation, Sáromberke (1910).   
Right: Modified Type J cancellation, Dunaharaszti (1928).  The letter indicating the time of day (N = 

Nappal/Day; É = Éjjel/Night) has been removed from the arc below the date. 
 
The type Ks (with closed date-bridge) were produced during the Republican period (1918-

1920) and did show the crown.  The types J and K cancellers are commonly found used in the 
successor states from 1918 through 1921.  (For a detailed discussion of these types, see Johan 
Sevenhuijsen’s article Hungarian Cancels without Crowns next.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left:  Type L cancellation, Budapest 8B from 1913. 
Right: Type M cancellation, Győr 2F from 1928. 

 
In the same period as these two type, the type L devices, looking like type K, but missing an 

indication for the time, were made from 1910 to 1925.  This type represents the smallest group of 
cancelers procured by the post office.  Type M, also akin to type K but using a 24 hour time-
indication, was produced between 1921 and 1927.  The design still incorporated vertical lines on 
either side of the crown.  Theoretically, the lines helped to obliterate the stamp better to prevent reuse. 
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 After 1927, the lines on either side of the crown were abandoned in 
the type N device.  The crown became the lone prominent element in the 
space above the date.  A lot of the type N devices survived World War II 
and were later modified in 1947 to remove the crown. 
 Grammatical changes also influenced the introduction of cancellers.  
For example, in the 1910s the use of hyphenated (Zala-Szent-Grót) and 
separated named (Nagy Várad) were abandoned.  In the 1920s, the 
archaic ‘cz’ spelling was also abandoned (Miskolcz) requiring new 
cancellers.  Still, the old devices were retained for use for seemingly 
decades afterwards.  (See examples below.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Above, left: Modified type H cancellers from Vác: 1948, VÁCZ spelling with crown excised; 1949 VÁC spelling 
with crown and time of day (N / É) excised. 
 
Reference: 
Kostyán, Ákos, A magyar bélyegek monográfiája I, Közkereskelmi Dokumentációs Vállalat, 1973 

 
 
 

HUNGARIAN CANCELS WITHOUT CROWNS 
 

by Johan Sevenhuijsen 
 

All of us even slightly familiar with the early 20th century Hungarian cancels will recognize 
the image of the cancel with the Hungarian crown in a prominent position above the date bridge in the 
cancel.  This crown is present in two of the three main types of Hungarian cancels used between 1890 
and 1925.  The Magyar bélyegek monográfiája / The Monograph of Hungarian Stamps identifies 
these types (see illustrations) as: 

 F: single circle (no crown), produced 1867-1892, but many were used far into the 20th 
century, mainly in smaller places, 

 J: double circle with open date bridge, produced 1892-1920, 
 Hy and K: Double circle with closed date bridge, produced 1893-1921. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right: Type F, J, and K cancellations 
 

An attentive collector may come across other types of cancel, among which cancels very similar 
to type K (or, more seldom, J), but lacking the crown and having in its place a neat set of lines 
(grille).  In this article I will show some examples of these and talk about their background. 

   

 

   

 
Right: 

Temporary type J 
canceller M. KIR. 

POSTA used in 
Tápiósuly in 1947 
with the word KIR 

and the crown 
excised.  

/Illustrations 
courtesy of Alan 

Soble./ 
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Most of the cancels of this crownless type are found with dates from the 1890s and early 20th 
century.  The Monograph describes these as type Hx, produced between 1890 and 1892 for (only) 97 
different post offices.  These cancels preceded the design with the crown, which was only introduced 
in 1893.  These cancels were apparently used as long as they were serviceable.  Many were replaced 
by newer types in the early 20th century, but some were used for more than 30 years, as shown by the 
Battonya cancel on a stamp issued in 1926. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Crownless cancellations from Zenta (1896), Budapest Főposta (1900), Salgó Tarján (1907), Battonya (192?) 
 

More elusive are the cancels from another group, produced in the early phases of the 
Hungarian Republic.  The first crown-less cancels in this period were actually the commemorative 
cancels on the occasion of the founding of the republic on 16 November 1918.  A surprising number 
of these cancels were made, mainly for different Budapest post offices (1, 2, 4, 57, 62, 72), but also 
(in a different design) for Debrecen.  They are commonly found on envelopes with the set of Charles 
and Zita stamps issued shortly before (less the 15f value which was only issued a week later (!)).  It 
was of course a symbolic sight to see the “Magyar Köztársaság” cancel on these royal heads. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Charles and Zita stamps with “Magyar 
Köztársaság” cancels from Budapest and 
Debrecen. 

 
Apparently, it was then decided to purge the crown from the design of the new cancels too.  

Between 23 November 1918 and 1 March 1920, for 81 different post offices cancels were made in the 
type K design, but with a grille instead of the crown.  The Monograph calls this type Kx.  Also, 
during the same period, 20 cancels were made in the type J design without crown (type Jx). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Crownless cancellations from Balatonföldvár (1921), Budapest 62R (1923), Kőszeg (1925), and Vácz (?). 
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A number of these cancels were actually made for places that would very shortly no longer be 
part of Hungary.  This is true for 30 of the 81 type Kx cancels and 8 of the 20 type Jx cancels.  Of 
those 38, 17 went to towns in Transylvania/Romania, 14 to places in Slovakia, 6 to Yugoslavia, and 
one to Austria.  

Those would serve only a short period, until replaced by the cancels from the respective new 
countries.  These are forceful witnesses for the transition period after World War I.  I can show you a 
few used on Hradčany stamps in Slovakia and the Carpatho-Ukraine.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unmodified crownless cancels used in 1920 in Czechoslovakia: Bobót, Beregszász, Bély. 
 

The cancels made for towns in the Hungarian heartland continued 
to be used longer, in most cases, some even until after World War II.  A 
spectacular exception is the cancel made for Leninváros.  That was the 
name briefly used for the town of Erzsébetfalva during the Hungarian 
Soviet Republic period.  This cancel was only used in July/August of 
1919.  I would love to own a letter (or even a stamp) with that cancel! 

 
Leninváros cancellation from as illustrated in The Monograph. 
 

A final group of very similar cancels was made in the same post-WWI period, but not as new 
cancels but as adaptations of existing cancels from which the crown was removed and replaced with a 
grille.  This was done in some places in the new state of Yugoslavia, but also in some places in the 
Hungarian heartland.  These can only be identified as altered cancels by their listing in The 
Monograph, which shows the alteration done in 1919.  These were obviously done on the initiative 
of individual post office directors, as only a small fraction of the cancels in use were thus altered.  An 
example is the cancel Karlovac 1C, of which two strikes are shown: one dated 920.okt.19, showing 
the crown and one dated -3.dec.920 with the crown replaced by a grille and the date format changed 
to day-month-year.  This shows the date the cancel was altered as around November 1920. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Modified (crown removed) cancellers used in Hungary: Sárvár (1923) and Kemenesmihályfa (1933) 

Unmodified and modified used in Jugoslavia: Karlovac (1920) 
 

I feel these cancels from a fascinating group to collect. All it takes is the patience to go 
through a large amount of cheap used stamps to find them! 

 
Reference: 
Kostyán, Ákos, A magyar bélyegek monográfiája VI, Közkereskelmi Dokumentációs Vállalat, 1973 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 
Kedves Csaba! 
  

Köszönettel megkaptam az újságot.  Gratulálok, nagyon tartalmas.  A vége felé olvasom a 
hírt, hogy Lawrence úr érdeklődik az 1925-ös sport tervrajzra írt magyar szöveg fordítása iránt. 

Júniusban nálam volt Angliából Ineson úr, aki ismert, nagy cserkész gyűjtő és mutatta a 
színes jó minőségű fénymásolatát ennek a cserkész tervrajznak.  A véleményemet kérte, mert meg 
szerette volna vásárolni a Gaertner aukción a darabot.  

Első pillantásra látszott rajta, hogy a tussal rajzolt keretrészen belül a ceruzával készített 
bélyegrajz egy dilettáns, abszolút amatőr rajzoló próbálkozása.  Nem dicsekvés képen, de magam 40 
éven keresztül grafikusként vásárokon kiállításokat terveztem, kiviteleztem, tehát meg tudom itélni a 
színvonalas, kvalitásos munkát. 

 Egyébként korábban én értékesítettem Helbing Ferenc (Érsekújvár 1870 - Budapest 1958) 
bélyegterv hagyatékának egy részét, amely halála után 4 örökös között lett szétosztva.  Többek között 
az első sport sor bélyeg vázlatainak egy része is rajtam keresztül lett eladva.  

Helbing Ferenc a magyar plakát és bélyegtervezés legkiemelkedőbb képességű művésze volt, 
fantasztikus rajzi tudással egész iskolát teremtett.  Még ma sincs az őt megillető helyre téve.  Tanított 
az Iparművészeti Iskolán, 1927-től igazgatta.  Több nagy hírű nyomda művészeti vezetője volt.  A 
kommunisták gyűlölték, mert nem dolgozott a propaganda gépezet részére.  Fontos megjegyeznem, 
hogy Helbing Ferenc minden munkáját, sokszorosított metszeteit, bélyegvázlatát, amely bemutatásra 
került, vagy megőrzött azt mindég teljes nevével aláírta. 

Ineson urat átirányítottam a Bélyegmúzeumba, hiszen az eredeti bélyegtervek a múzeum 
tulajdonát képezik.  A muzeológusok azonos véleményen voltak, hogy ez a Gaertner aukcióra került 
tervrajz egy gyenge hamisítvány. 

 Később kaptam értesítést Angliából, hogy a 800 € kikiáltásról, ha jól emlékszem 8000 €-ért 
kelt el a darab.  Talán ajánlanám Lawrence úrnak, hogy szakértővel (a Bélyegmúzeum lehet, hogy 
vállal ilyent, persze nem tudom, hogy volt e rá precedens?) vizsgáltassa meg a tervet és a 
véleménnyel adja vissza utána az árverezőháznak. 

Hová jutott a világ, mi mindenre kell már manapság odafigyelni.  
Üdvözöllek! 

         Voloncs Gábor 
Dear Csaba! 
 
I received the newsletter today.  Congratulations, its contents is extensive.  Towards the end, 

I read your report of the inquiry from Mr. Lawrence about the translation of the Hungarian 
inscription found on the 1925 Sport stamp essay.  

Last June, Mr. Ineson from England visited me.  He is a well-known collector of scout 
material.  He showed me a good quality photocopy of the same essay and asked for my opinion 
because he was interested in bidding for the item in the Gaertner auction.  At first glance, I was able 
to see that the frame was drawn using India ink while the central design was done in pencil resulting 
in a totally amateurish creation by a dilettante.  I don’t want to brag, but for the past 40 years I have 
been acquiring graphics of proposed and executed designs, so I can most certainly judge high 
caliber, quality work. 

I was also involved with marketing the items from the estate of Ferenc Helbing (born in 1870 
in Érsekújvár, died in Budapest in 1958).  The proceeds were divided up amongst four next of kin.  A 
large part of the design plans for the 1925 Sport series was sold through me. 

Ferenc Helbing was an outstanding graphic artist in the area of posters and stamp design.  
He established an entire school through his fantastic drawing abilities.  Even today, he hasn’t been 
elevated to his rightful place.  He taught at the School of Industrial Arts and became its director in 
1927.  Furthermore, he was the artistic consultant to several well-known printing houses.  The 
communists hated him because he did not want any part of their propaganda machinery.  It is 
important to note that every preserved piece of his work, the multiple reproductions of his etchings, 
his stamp designs that were submitted were always signed with his full name. 

 



 

 

I directed Mr. Ineson to the Stamp Museum since the original designs are stored there.  The 
curators also concurred with my analysis that the specimen being offered in the Gaertner auction is a 
forgery.  Later on, I was advised from England that the item with the opening bid of 800 € was sold 
for 8,000 €.  I would like to suggest to Mr. Lawrence (if he is the successful bidder), have the item 
evaluated by an expert.  I don’t know if the Stamp Museum has any precedent for providing and 
expert opinion.  The essay should be evaluated and the conclusions provided to the auction house. 

Where has this world ended up that we have to be suspicious of everything nowadays! 
Greetings, 
       Gábor Voloncs 

 
☼ 

 
 
WANTED.  Postage due cover with the 1903 12-fillér postage due stamp (Scott J6, Michel 6), 
postage due cover with the 1922 red-numeral 2-Korona postage due stamp (Scott J41, Michel 79), 
and postage due cover with first inflation provisional 2½ Korona /10 fillér stamp (Scott J78, Michel 
70).  Lyman Caswell, ruthandlyman@nventure.com. 
 

 
  
FREE TO THE FIRST RESPONDER: Complete photocopy of Volume VI (a compilation of all 

Hungarian postal cancellations) of The Monograph of Hungarian Stamps.  Postage is $12.35, 

shipped via priority mail medium size box. Write to Alan Soble, asoble@uno.edu. 
  
 

 
WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 

 
Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Jim Gaul: 1920 Fawn Lane, Hellertown, PA 18055-2117 USA, email: 
terrynjim@verizon.net. You can set your starting price or consult with Jim to establish the 
same.  You can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of 
new acquisitions for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 
11 books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  
Orders and inquiries should be sent to:  

H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,  

e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 

 

mailto:asoble@uno.edu


 

 

 

 

MEDIEVAL DEPICTION OF HUNGARIAN SAINTS 

 

KING SAINT LÁSZLÓ 

 

PRINCE SAINT IMRE 

 

KING SAINT ISTVÁN 

 
 

 


