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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

by H. Alan Hoover 
 

 SHP participation at STAMPSHOW on August 6 to 9, 2009 at the David L. Lawrence 
Convention Center in Pittsburgh PA was a success.  Some statistics: 18 members stopped at 
the society; 30 different individuals picked up our advertizing brochure and we anticipate ob-
taining some new membership applications; there was one Hungarian exhibit by Lyman 
Caswell, who received a gold; and three of the board members attended and manned the so-
ciety table provided by the APS.  We conducted a Board Meeting as well as a general mem-
bership meeting.  I would like to say a special ‘thank you’ to my wife Annette for manning 
the table round the clock while the officers went in search of the elusive stamp or cover! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Good times at the Society table: (left) Alan Hoover, Jim Gaul, Wes Learned; (right) Greg Gessell, Alan Hoover. 
 
 The show was very well attended on all days.  In talking to a few of the dealers, most 
seemed pleased with sales.  “No recession here!” one commented.  Others were a little more 
reserved; I guess they didn’t offer the right material to the buyers!  I did get to see some 
Western Hungary stock, an imperforate collection, and two nice Hungarian collections in the 
Stampshow auction including some high powered material.  Covers seemed to abound at 
dealers but I didn’t investigate too much of that.  The facility was very nice; the weather 
quite pleasant for August, and the only main complaint was concerning the very limited food 
choices within a reasonable walking distance of the site.  Various members stopped to chat, 
we had some very wonderful conversations, while other attendees just stopped to inquire 
about what they had or to rest their weary feet.  We all had a great time. 
 During the Board Meeting, the Executive Board discussed (and announced at the 
General Meeting) the immediately transfer of the auction chairperson position from Em-
merich Vamos to Jim Gaul.  Jim in turn transferred the Secretary’s position over to Greg 
Gessell.  Jim has posted the prices realized from the “C” auction on our website and will be 
requesting material for the “D” auction Please support Jim’s requests.  Bill Wilson will begin 
to phase in as President in the next few weeks and we will have a new, fully functional Exec-
utive Board as of 1 January 2010.   We also changed the mailing addresses for society busi-
ness and auction submissions effective immediately.  These are printed on the inside of this 
issue’s front cover.  Please join me in thanking these volunteers for their continued efforts to 
serve you, our membership and welcome them in their new roles. 
 At the General Meeting, your inputs to support The News were requested.  Kindly submit 
your articles, comments, thoughts, ideas, questions or answers to the Editor; I am certain he will be 
grateful for anything you can supply.   
 Once again, I want to emphasize to everyone that Emmerich Vamos was the person 
responsible for making this Society prosper, both in membership and financially, through his 
work in conducting the auctions.  As I mentioned last time, the basic reason we all belong to 
this society is to collect Hungarian philatelic material.  Emmerich has filled that need of 
matching buyers to sellers to enhance our collections.  There is not enough praise I can ex-
tend to you Emmerich; both personally and here publically from the Executive Board, to say 
how grateful we are for your dedication to our society and to the continued success of it.  
Thank you, thank you, thank you from all of us for serving so diligently and making it such a 
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joy to find some of that elusive material!  We extend to you our hopes and prayers for a 
speedy recovery to good health and joining us again to cherish our hobby. 
 I will end here for this column; and Ray, we will as always “Keep Stampin”. 

 
 
 

     KUDOS & WELCOME 
 

Congratulations to our exhibitors!  Peter Kr. H. 
Bech received a gold medal at the FIP exhibition in Bulgaria 
with the exhibit, Inflation of Hungary 1946-1946.  Lyman 
Caswell (pictured on the left) won a vermeil medal at PIPEX 
as well as a gold at Stampshow 2009 with his exhibit, First 
Postage Dues of Hungary 1903-1922. 

Welcome to our newest members: Mr. Mark 
Schroeder of DePere, WI; Mr. Victor Schwez of Downey, 
CA; Mr. James D. Sturgeon of Fresno, CA; and Mr. Ed-
ward G. Wittenberg (reinstated) of Melbourne, Australia. 

 
 
 

THE SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 

by Jim Gaul 
 

 Greetings, again, to all.  StampShow 2009 in Pittsburgh has come to a close and I wanted to 
share with you all some of the highlights from it.  Our Society table was manned throughout the show 
by Alan Hoover along with his wife Annette, me, and Wes Learned, our Treasurer. This was the first 
show that Wes attended, and I found him to be very likeable and friendly.  He is also doing a fine job 
with keeping our money safe and accountable.  
 Another member who participated in manning the table is our new Secretary, Greg Gessell; 
and he, too, is easy to get along with and will be a big help for me when he assumes the Secretary po-
sition.   I will be taking over the Auction Chairperson position from Emmerich Vamos, who is grave-
ly ill.  Our prayers and best wishes go out to you, Emmerich! 
 Attendance at the show was very good in my opinion, with many dealers’ tables had a small 
waiting line for stamp buyers to peruse their wares.  Another table that I took note of being always 
crowed was “Stamps in the Attic,” that was set up to give newbies an idea of value for what they had 
in stamps, collections, etc.  Hopefully some of them may turn into stamp collectors themselves. 
 That’s it for now, see you next time as the Auction Chairperson, so start sending me con-
signments of your duplicates to sell or start checking out the bid sheet for buying what you need.  My 
postal and email addresses are listed on the inside of the front cover. 
  That’s it for now, till next issue, keep on stampin’! 

 
 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

 The Minutes from the Executive Board meeting will be published in the next newsletter be-
cause I simply ran out of space.  The report of the awards our members earned at the Stampshow with 
exhibits other than Hungarian material will also appear next time.  /Ed./ 

 
 
 

THE END OF THE QUIZ 
 

 Again, I did not receive any entries for the quiz printed in the April-June 2009 newsletter.  
Consequently, I am abandoning this experiment.  Thanks to all who participated.  /Ed./ 
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A (NEARLY) PERFECT 1918 AIRMAIL FORGERY 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 In the last issue I wrote about the sale of several more 1918 airmail covers.  The Budapest-
Wien-Krakau cover looked like a desirable item to own since it was NOT a so-called Stiasny cover 
and was one of only 70 carried to Krakau on July 11th.  After I received the item, my suspicions were 
activated: the cancellations on the cover were applied too neatly.  Normally, the Budapest 4 L.L.z. 
canceller’s inking pad resulted in a bluish-gray, somewhat blurry impression.  On this cover, howev-
er, all three cancellations were clear and shiny black in appearance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The difference in the inten-
sity of the cancels is readily 
evident in the above two il-
lustrations.  Further examina-
tion revealed that the period 
was missing after each of the 
last control letter ‘z’ in the 
‘L.L.z.’ in all four strikes on 
the cover.  The ‘9’ in the 
year-date had a fat top loop 
compared to the genuine.  All 
of the numbers ‘1’ showed 
straight serifs instead of the 
slightly curved genuine.   

 Finally, the ‘J’ in ‘JUL’ appears to be shorter than the other two letters on the genuine cancel.  
This was not the case of the forgery.  Someone went through a lot of trouble to create the cancel with 
the same geometry and correct detail in the crown!  The franking was correct, the addressing and the 
paper of the envelope seemed to be contemporary.   The ‘Czysta’ street name was the same as used 
on the Stiasny covers but with a different house number.  The only thing missing were hand-
annotations found on a large majority of covers indicating either postal fees or a number count of the 
pieces of mail posted on each day.  Sometimes these have been erased by over-zealous collectors 
‘cleaning up’ covers, but there were no indications of such activity on this item.  After a quick email 
exchange with the seller toro44, I received a refund of my purchase price and returned to cover to 
Austria.  The seller’s reputation remained intact; and, hopefully, collectors will be aware if another 
such ‘fabrications’ turn up in auctions or on eBay. 
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PAPER AND PERFORATION VARIETIES OF THE MANSIONS STAMPS ISSUES OF 
1986-1992 (Part 2) 

 
by David Platt and Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 
 Recapping from the April-June 2009 issue of The News, the Magyar posta- és illetékbélyeg 
katalógus / The Catalog of Hungarian Postage and Revenue Stamps makes vague references 
about initial and subsequent printings of these ‘regular’ stamps issues having been made on various 
types of papers.  David and I started a dialogue about this subject; and, with a limited number of these 
stamps available to us, we are making an attempt at categorizing the types of papers used in printing.  
Basically, the paper stock used to print these Hungarian stamps is of foreign origin.  The paper some-
times is coated with a shiny surface, other times it is not.  As a result, it exhibits various levels of flu-
orescence.  While the intensity of fluorescence should be the subject of a scientific study, we had to 
be satisfied with drawing conclusions by ‘eyeballing.’ 
 In the ‘big picture’ realm, we concluded that these stamps were printed on coated (shiny) pa-
per and uncoated (matte finish) paper (more on the third type of paper in the next paragraph).  The 
coated papers can be subdivided into semi-shiny and intense shiny finishes.  Since the paper stock 
was procured at different times quite possibly from different suppliers, the two sub-types can be sepa-
rated further based on their levels of fluorescence: hi-brite and dull.  ‘Hi-brite’ leaves not doubt in an-
yone’s imagination about the fluorescence.  David described the ‘dull fluorescence’ as if the stamp 
had a black moiré mask overlay on the fluorescent surface.  Part of the difficulty in judging fluores-
cence on used stamps is the fact that stamp paper has a tendency to pick up the whitener from the pa-
per of the envelope after soaking.  Stamps on cover are nearly impossible to judge because the glow 
of the envelope washes out the glow of the stamp.  Also, this study is not intended to address the pa-
per thickness varieties.  Furthermore, a study of mint stamps would have been more useful since the 
color and finish of the gum could have aided in the identification of different paper stocks.  Unfortu-
nately, mint stamps in dealers’ stock usually are from the initial printing.  Only a collector in Hungary 
making regular visits to post offices over a span of many years could attempt such a scholarly study. 

 In a move to forestall counterfeiting in the computer age, the 
trademarked ‘Sihl’ paper was introduced in the 1990s.  This paper 
does not have overall fluorescence but has embedded fluorescent 
fibers that are best seen on the back side of the stamps (see the il-
lustration on the left).  The Mansions series of definitive stamps in-
troduced in 1986 were re-printed on Sihl paper.  In addition, signif-
icant perforation varieties were introduced seemingly every time a 
new quantity was printed for meet postal demand.  The subsequent 
table shows the compilation of paper/perforation varieties for this 
series of stamps. 
 

 The findings in the table are based on a accumulations of stamps that were available to us.  It 
is quite possible that varieties not indicated below do actually exist. 

 
 Hi-brite paper Sihl paper 

perforations 12 : 11 1/2 12 1/2 : 12 11 1/2 : 12 12 : 11 1/2 12 3/4 : 12 1/2 

1986 

2Ft x x x x x 

3Ft x x  x x 

4Ft x  x x  

5Ft x  x x x 

6Ft x  x  x 

8Ft x x x x x 

1987 

10Ft x  x x x 

20Ft x  x x x 

30Ft x  x x x 
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40Ft x  x x x 

50Ft x  x x x 

70Ft x   x  

100Ft x  x x x 

1989 

10Ft engraved perf 12 : 12 

1991 

7Ft x  x x x 

12Ft x   x  

1992 

15Ft dull fluorescence, matte pa-

per, perf 12 : 12 

NO fluorescence, matte paper, 

perf 12 : 12 

Sihl paper, perf 12 : 12 

 
 The most interesting variety found by David is the last entry, the 1992 15Ft issue on matte 
finish paper with absolutely NO fluorescence.  Since David found three copies of this stamp, it under-
scores the validity of his discovery. 

 
 
 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 

To the Editor of The News of Hungarian Philately -- 
  

  Yes, I still read The News with regularity, though I gave up my collection a decade 
ago.  Of special interest to me was the recent article by Dr. Kuzych on the 1918 airmail service ... 
though deeming it "the world's first airmail service" is kind of a stretch ... but, that's not my point.   
  I'd like to discuss specifically the July 4 Budapest-Krakow flight cover.  From the article and 
photo, everything about it looks genuine, but I can't tell whether or not it was flown on both legs of 
the airmail service.  It presents three issues that raised questions in my mind.  After feedback from the 
author through the auspices of The News Editor, I found that the cover has two July 5 backstamps of 
Krakow -- one of them being the special airmail receiving mark.  Therefore the author's assertion that 
the cover was flown on both legs is clearly justified.  This makes it even more important to discuss 
the peculiarities of this unique cover. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Firstly, the normal markings on Budapest-Krakow mail are the Budapest postmarks on the 
stamps, the Vienna receiving mark on the reverse, a Vienna dispatch mark dated the next day on the 
front, and a Krakow receiving mark of the next day on the reverse.  I note from the photo that there is 

 

Ingert Kuzych provided the illus-

tration on the left of the reverse 

side of the Budapest-Krakow cov-

er. /Ed./ 
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no Vienna dispatch mark, and the receiving marks, if any, are not mentioned in the article.  As noted 
above, subsequent information from Dr. Kuzych shows there are two Krakow receiving marks, but no 
Vienna receiving mark.  As I note on page 3-51 of my book The Pioneer Period of Hungarian 
Airmail, one or another of the Vienna markings is sometimes missing on this mail.  In this case, both 
are missing.  This may be peculiar to the first day of service. 
  The second issue relates to the franking.  The author’s breakdown of airmail costs and the to-
tal franking of 5.05K are absolutely correct.  The problem with the franking shown is that the use the 
airmail stamp for anything other than the airmail surcharge was invalid.  Therefore a valid franking 
would have been two copies of the 1K50f airmail stamp and 2.05K franking of regular stamps for the 
other charges.  But, there were apparently misunderstandings about this regulation, since a July 17 
amendment to the original Postal Order 59.622 of July 2 was issued specifically to confirm that air-
mail stamps be used exclusively for the airmail surcharge.  So, use of the airmail stamps for other 
purposes in the early days of the service probably occurred, and this appears to be an example ... justi-
fying the issuance of the amendment. 
  Finally, there's the issue of registered mail.  I differ with some experts, in that I believe regis-
tered mail was carried from Budapest to Vienna on July 4, it was just not separately counted on that 
day.  But, by Austrian regulation, registered mail was not to be carried on the Vienna-Krakow leg of 
the airmail service ... although a handful of Hungarian registered pieces are recorded as flown to Kra-
kow later in the service.   The record shows only that a total of 520 pieces of mail were carried that 
first day ... this cover appears to tell us that neither registry nor destination were separately counted.  
While this cover -- registered and to Krakow -- is probably unique, it opens the door to the possibility 
of other first flight covers to Krakow and even Lemberg.  Truly it's a great cover that illustrates sev-
eral issues important to the study of the 1918 Austro-Hungarian airmail service. 
  Regards,  
        Vic Berecz 
 
Dear Mr. Kohalmi: 
 
  Discovering that Mussolini was involved with and ephemerally memorialized to the Lateran 
Treaty, and in company with the Vatican, Cardinals and Popes was a real eye opener.  I didn't think it 
was the same Mussolini at first.  Just shows what getting in with a bad crowd (Fascists) can do one. 
  I wasn't aware Hungary was still in such turmoil.  The art, sites-to-see, travel, west-
oriented and pop culture profiles present a different image.  I thought that with the disappearing of the 
Iron Curtain, fresh air had really swept through the country. 
  Well, maybe the Soviet Russian Communists didn’t bury us, but I think the Maoist Chinese 
Communists have inasmuch as they are holding quite a few real U.S. Dollars (and probably in uncut 
sheets!!) as well as government issued negotiables of diverse nature. 
  Khrushchev has an awfully low ceiling range to do somersaults. 
  Best Regards,  
        Larry Toomey  
 
Kedves Csaba, 
 
 in the January-March 2009 issue of The News of Hungarian Philately, there was an interest-
ing article by Lyman Caswell, P, T, and PORTO: Philatelic Creativity Unlimited.  The article re-
minded me of some stuff I had put aside more than sixty years ago.  During World War II, I lived in 
New York City.  There were a number of stamp dealers in midtown Manhattan on 47th Street, be-
tween 6th (today, Avenue of the Americas) and 7th Avenues.  One of the dealers was Arthur Fendler; 
he was across the street from Stolow.  One Saturday morning I was perusing his stock of Hungary.  
He put a folder with eight stock cards of “Provisional Postage Dues” in front of me.  I questioned 
their validity.  He hauled out two old catalogs and pointed out the text.  Based on the catalogs, we 
bargained.  I acquired the material and the old catalogs for 50 cents.  I still have them with the stamps.  
The catalogs are 1) WEKA 1921 Briefmarken Katalog published by WEKA AG in Zürich and 2) 
MICHEL Briefmarken Katalog 1921/22 Band I EUROPA.  Both have listings of the provisionals.  
I am enclosing photocopies of the pages from WEKA as it is far more extensive than the MICHEL.  
I think you will find it interesting. 
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/I’m reproducing the pertinent sections from the copies of the WEKA 
Katalog sent by Kal (part of page 582 and the entire pages 583 and 
584).  The text is in German and French and may be hard to read.  
Nevertheless, the illustrations are quite clear and the numbering sys-
tem is interesting.  Still, the catalog does not address the basic stamps 
used for each overprint creating a possibility of mega-varieties.  Ed./ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Kal Illyefalvi 

 
 
 

In Memoriam - Ernest Izzard  
 
 Mr. Izzard passed away in January 2009.  He had been an SHP member since 2003 and his 
membership was paid up through 2011.  Our expressions of sympathy go out to his wife and family 
who offered to donate the balance of his dues for the benefit of the Society.   
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PLATE FLAWS OF THE PARLIAMENT VALUES OF THE 3rd LAJTABÁNSÁG ISSUE 
 

by György Barnabás 
 

Type of error Pos. Ovpt. 1 kor. 2 kor. 3 kor. 5 kor. 10 kor. constant 

dot after posta 1 front x x x x x no 

missing „j“ at Lajta… 4 front x x x x x  

comma instead dot 7 back   x    

different type of circle 8 front x x x x x yes 

short“F“ and high dot 10 back x x x x x  

lead in front of 50% 12 back x x x x   

„a“ instead „á“ felár 13 back x    x  

missing dot  

after fővezérség 

15 back x x x x x  

20 back x x x x x  

left circle  turned 900 23 front x x x x x  

thin“j“ in Lajtabánság 24 front x x x x x  

small „s“at fővezérség 24 back x x x x x  

         

lead between „g“ & „-“ ? front x     no 

left circle turned 1800 ? front    x  no 

inverted felár ovpt.  back   x    
 
 Collecting this issue that consists of Harvester and Parliament stamps overprinted ‘Lajta-
bánság Posta,’ I found a lot of plate flaws but not much information about their position.  Some of 
them were mentioned in Király Tibor’s book about the Western Hungary issues, but the major part of 
them is unknown in the European literature.  The following two shown errors shown on the single 
stamps below are especially troublesome for me. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The stamp on the left shows the ‘lead’ after the ‘g’ in Lajtabánság. 

The stamp on the right shows the left circle turned 180º. 
 

 My assumption is that there must have been several corrections or more than one printing of 
this series.  A very small quantity had to exist without the backside “felár” overprint.  The first of 
them were done with ink of a brownish black color.  This is found on the most of unissued values of 
the harvester and parliament type, but also on some of the regular issued ones.  It’s interesting that 
these unissued values received no Lajtabánság expert mark.  Unissued values with black overprints on 
the backside mostly got this expert mark.  The backside errors at position 7 and 12 had been corrected 
at some time after the start of the production.  The same happened to the “dot after posta” error at po-
sition 1 on the front side.  Other results of the unprofessional setting of this letterpress printing, like 
the missing and thin “j”, are also not constant errors.  All stamps seem to be genuine but a quarter 
sheet of a forged overprint, which was done with an ink of lightly shiny colour, shows no plate flaws 
at all.  Other errors, like a printer’s dot in Lajtabánság, mentioned by Chris Brainard in an email, do 
not appear on any of my stamps. 
 I would be thankful for any comments and information as well as scans of large multiples 

from the 1st and 3rd issues. My email is gyoergybarabas@alice-dsl.de. 

mailto:gyoergybarabas@alice-dsl.de
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Quarter sheet of the overprint showing the positions of various errors. 

 
 
 

THE EDITOR’S NOTES 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 I would like to document another P.O. Box 506 clandestine mail sent to Lisbon, Portugal.  
The letter was posted from Ujpest on 5 April 1942 and was correctly franked with 70f (foreign letter: 
50f; airmail surcharge: 20f).  It arrived in Lisbon on 14 April 1942. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Two additional airmail covers from the 
1946 hyperinflation sent to the US were sold on 
eBay recently.  The 5 1/2 gm cover on the right 
was posted 7 May 1946.  The tariff paid in cash 
was 208 million P (14th rate period foreign letter: 
8mP, 2 gold francs /@100mP/ airmail surcharge 
200Mp).  The cover shown on the next page 
weighed 15 gm and was posted n 17 May 1946.  
The penciled marking in the upper right corner 
indicate a tariff of 1.620mP (15th rate period for-
eign letter: 40mP, registration: 80mP; airmail  
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surcharge 3 gold francs /@500mP/: 1.500mP).  The selling price of the first cover was US$800; of the 
second cover, US$790.  These are the 50th and 51st recorded airmail covers from this era. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Diplomatic mail, i.e., mail franked with Hungarian stamps and carried to Washington, DC via 
diplomatic pouch where it received a Washington cancellation and auxiliary marking stating the letter 
originated in the country represented by the postage stamps, was authorized by the US Department of 
State in a circular dated 9 January 1904 according to a report on Linn’s Stamp News.  The practice 
continued until its termination effective 1 October 1966.  According to Postal Bulletin No. 20554 dat-
ed 29 September 1966, diplomatic pouch mail had to be franked with US stamps after the termination 
date.  Such diplomatic mail covers from Hungary sent in the 1950s and 1960s are fairly common. 

 I’ve been doing some de-cluttering of files that I have col-
lected over the past five decades and came upon the announcement 
of the founding of SHP illustrated on the left.  The headline stated 
Hungarian Philatelic Organization Established and was printed in 
the October 1970 edition of the Magyar Szabadságharcos / Hun-
garian Freedom Fighter, the organ of the Hungarian Freedom 
Fighters World Federation published in New Jersey.  I have no idea 
which one of our founding members might have submitted the in-
formation.  Perhaps it was our first secretary, Bill Domonkos.  I 
know that over the years, the late Dr. Paul Szilagyi was an active 
member of the Freedom Fighters Federation (as well as my late fa-
ther); however, Dr. Szilagyi did not join SHP until the 1980s.  
Nevertheless, the little article provides an excellent lead-in for 
commemorating our upcoming 40th anniversary as a society in the 
next issue of The News. 
 If anyone had reminiscences about the past 40 years of our 
Society, please let me know.  I would like to dedicate the next issue 
to celebrating our 40th anniversary. 

 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

  I started to write this column on the July 4th Inde-
pendence holiday in the US.  Back in 1954 I did not know 
about this important American holiday.  Today, I came across 
some musings from a columnist for the Magyar Nemzet Online 
website about the World Cup final soccer match in Bern, Swit-
zerland, 55 years ago.  West Germany played Hungary and 
won the match 3-2.  The Hungarian squad, undefeated in four 
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previous years of international play, was heavily favored to win.  The columnist’s premise was that 
the referee’s final whistle was the start of a process that culminated in the Hungarian Revolution of 
October, 1956.  By today’s standards of play, a silver medal in a World Cup final would be a great 
accomplishment.  In 1954’s war-torn Hungary, it was a dismal disappointment.  The population of 
Budapest protested on the streets while Rákosi’s government secreted the team back into the country.  
Instead of a public acknowledgement of the victory of the working class over capitalism, Rákosi 
greeted the team in private at the athletic complex in Tata.  West Germany won and started a process 
of rebuilding the defeated nation’s self image while Hungary progressed towards revolution. 
 Over the decades, I’ve managed to try to keep the torch of the 1956 Hungarian Freedom Fight 
burning.  It has become a nearly self-defeating behavior.  The generation that fought the Soviets has 
nearly been extinguished (General Béla Király, the organizer of the Hungarian National Guard in 
1956, émigré historian and Hungarian parliamentarian in the 1990s, passed away today at the age of 
97).  The grumblings about the 1954 soccer match loss culminated in the dress rehearsal of the re-
burial of Communist victims of their own Communist masters in Budapest.  Former communist min-
ister of Interior László Rajk and his so-called co-conspirators were convicted of espionage in a show 
trial for collusion with Jugoslavia’s Josip Broz Tito in 1949 and were executed.  This was Rákosi 
handiwork to eliminate his own internal opposition.  By 1956, the conspirators were pardoned, the 
Communist hierarchy admitted fault and reburied the victims with pomp and circumstance on Octo-
ber 6th.  Budapest’s population turned out en masse in a sympathy protest, a dress rehearsal for the 
October 23rd protest marches.  The revolution had begun. 
 Let’s fast forward to 1989, the year that my Anniversary article is supposed to commemorate.  
Recently, I spent some time in reducing the clutter of my ‘archives,’ a 50-year collection of articles, 
etc. related to events in Hungary.  Very little of that material stands the historical ‘test of time.’  Most 
of the news stories dealt with the retribution that followed the revolution, the consolidation of power 
inside the Kádár government, the thaw and the ‘goulash communism’ that followed.  All of that spec-
ulation became moot in 1989.  By March 1989, the Committee for Historical Rectification exhumed 
the remains of Imre Nagy and his compatriots executed for their role in the 1956 Freedom Fight.  
Contrary to the Communist government’s proposal for a private re-burial service, the committee 
made plans for a public memorial.  In May 1989, Kádár was removed from his post as chairman of 
the Communist Party and died within two months on July 6th.  His victims were honored in a huge 
ceremony attended by public, ecclesiastical, and diplomatic personalities from around the world on 16 
June 1989, the 31st anniversary of their execution.  Events continued on fast-forward from that point. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: The honor guard at Imre Nagy’s reburial.  Right: Soviet armor leaving Hungary. 
 
 From Moscow, Gorbachev blinked and Soviet armor started to be withdrawn from Hungary.  
Foreign Minister Horn (later, Prime Minister from 1995 to 1999) symbolically cut the barbed wire 
fence separating Hungary from Austria and invited his Austrian counterpart to join him in the act.  
Adieu, Iron Curtain!  In August 1989, East German citizens attending a pan-European picnic on the 
border at Fertőrákos broke through the unsupervised frontier, and by November, the Berlin Wall had 
fallen. That’s the 20th anniversary that I wanted to highlight.  Hungary precipitated the downfall of 
the Soviet Union’s East European Empire.  Granted, it could not have been done if Gorbachev had 
not realized that, as is the case of any empire that overstretches its resources (example, the Fall of the 
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Roman Empire), contraction was the only solution.  Opposition leaders negotiated with the Com-
munist government and reached an agreement for multi-party, free elections in the spring of 1990. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Hungarian border guards removing the mechan-
ical barrier on the border with Austria.   

Right: East German citizens fleeing across the Hun-
garian border to Austria. 

 
 The Republic of Hungary was declared on 23 Octo-
ber 1989 providing a suitable name-change to end the 
Communist experiment that began with Rákosi’s Peo-
ple’s Republic in 1949.  Similar events occurred in the 
other eastern European countries.  Solidarity emerged as 
a political power again in Poland.  Czechoslovakia expe-
rienced the Velvet Revolution.  East Germany ceased to 
be an artificial entity and was re-united with the West.  
Only in Romania was there a need for a violent revolu-
tion against the Ceaucescu dictatorship.  Of course, Bei-
jing’s Tiananmen Square happened in the midst of all 
this.  My optimism for a glorious, golden, free future 
knew no bounds back then.  Looking back today, I’m 
much more subdued, jaded that all of my hopes had not 
been materialized.  But, that should be the topic of anoth-
er ‘anniversary’ article next year.  
 
Right:  

TIME magazine’s cover page from the 6 November 1989 issue. 
 

 The other ‘philatelic’ anniversary that I should make mention of is the 140th anniversary of 
the introduction of the postal card issued simultaneously by the Hungarian and the Austrian Posts, the 
100th anniversary of which was commemorated in 1969 with the postal cards shown below. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  



The News of Hungarian Philately 

July - September 2009  13 

THE 1934-1939 HUNGARIAN - CZECHOSLOVAK POSTAL WAR  
 

by Dr. György Lővei 
 

/A Hungarian-language version this article appeared in the June 2009 issue of the Postatörténeti Szemle.  

Translated by Csaba L. Kohalmi./ 
 

 In 1933 the Hungarian Post issued its fifth series of airmail stamps (MBÁ 535-543) that re-
placed the previous series issued in 1927.  The 10f and 16f values (MBÁ 535-6) pictured György 
Endrész’s Justice for Hungary aircraft that established an aviation distance world record in 1931.  
The 20f and 40f values (MBÁ 537-8) designed by graphic artist Ferenc Márton depicted the Guistizia 
per L’Ungheria aircraft donated by Benito Mussolini that replaced the Justice for Hungary airplane 
following its crash in Rome in 1932.  The underside of the airplane’s front wing showed the inscrip-
tion Guistizia per L’Ungheria while the design included a large, double-barred cross with a male fig-
ure extending his arms upwards as a sign of hope.  The symbolism expressed by this design caught 
the ire of the Czechoslovak postal officials who decreed that, as of 1 July 1934, mail bearing the 20 
and 40 fillér stamps was to be returned with the NON ADMIS markings. 
 Prior to that date, the Czechoslovak Post handled without any restriction mail bearing the 20 
and 40 fillér stamps that were issued on 20 June 1933.  A large quantity of these stamps was used for 
the special WIPA airmail flights in honor of the international stamp exhibition in Vienna (3,590 piec-
es were flown on June 24th alone) as well as during the special airmail service between Gödöllő and 
Budapest conducted for the World Boy Scout Jamboree between August 1st and 16th.  The postcards 
carried on the 25-hour Budapest-Paris-Budapest round trip flight were also franked with the new 20f 
airmail stamp. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The postcard on the left was send from Gödöllő on 13 August 1933 was forwarded to the addressee by the 
Czechoslovak Post.  The cover on the right is from the Editor’s collection and was posted from Budapest 62 

 and forwarded to the addressee in Žilina on 24 May 1934. 
  
 Based on this evidence, the Czechoslovak Post did not immediately find objections to the de-
sign of the new airmail series as first noted.  However, with the re-starting of airmail service between 
the two countries, Czech postal authorities decreed without any prior warning on 1 July 1934 that the 
20 and 40 fillér stamp designs were deemed to be revisionist and violated the national sensitivities of 
the Slovaks because the design of the coat-of-arms of Slovakia also included the double-barred cross 
over three hills. 
 I am not aware of the exact wording of the Czechoslovak postal directive; nevertheless, the 
Hungarian Postai Rendeletek Tára (P.R.T.) dated 30 June 1934 contained a brief note (122.114/4.) 
about the Czechoslovak Post’s refusal, without any prior announcement, to accept mail franked with 
the 20 and 40 fillér denominations and returning such items to Hungary. 
 In the article titled Philatelic Rarities published in issue no. 17 of the 1990 Filatelie maga-
zine that appeared in Prague, Ota Holub discussed this topic.  He noted that the events leading to the 
stamp war were more serious than they first appeared. 
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 As early as 6 June 1926, the Czechoslovak Postal Ministry sought advice from the Interior 
Ministry regarding the design of the then newly issued 32 and 40 fillér values of the 1927 airmail set 
(MBÁ 464-65, or more correctly all five values of the same design should have been involved: MBÁ 
461-65).  In the postal authorities’ opinion, the stamp design was deemed irrendentist and could be 
refused based on Article 41, Paragraph No. 9 of the UPU Agreement signed in Stockholm.  The 
stamp design, as we know it, depicted the apostolic double-barred cross with a raptor bird flying to-
wards it.  In the opinion of the Czechoslovak Postal Ministry, the bird was the mythical Hungarian 
Turul while the Hungarian P. R. T. described it as an ‘eagle wearing a crown.’  The Czechoslovak 
Ministry of Interior found against this request while the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, when asked to 
mediate, ruled out any action as meaningless and without merit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover posted from Budapest 72 on 21 June 1928 and delivered to Prague bearing one copy each of the  
questionable ‘eagle wearing a crown’ stamp design from the 1926 airmail series. 

 
 The issue was not shelved, however.  In 1928 both the provincial legislatures of Po-
zsony/Bratislava and Ungvár/Uzhorod repeatedly asked for measures to be taken against the stamps 
of the Hungarian Royal Post stating that the depiction of the Turul bird and the double-barred cross 
were offensive to Slovakia’s integrity. 
 It is without a doubt that the Czechoslovak Postal Ministry was aware of the effect of the 
propaganda hidden in the stamp designs.  The 2 August 1928 issue of the quasi-government newspa-
pers, Pesti Hírlap, published a reader’s letter on the subject of the propaganda value of stamps.  As 
an example, the reader pointed out the world’s first Christmas stamps (Michel 74.) issued by Canada 
in 1898 showing the possessions of the British Empire in red color.  The intent was to create propa-
ganda for Canada’s desire to attain dominion status. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

Above: Canada’s Christmas stamp 
from 1898. 

Left: Reader’s letter to the Pesti 
Hírlap espousing the propaganda 

value of postage stamps. 
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 This was one example of suggestions from collectors who wanted to encourage the post to 
issue (commemorative) stamps with more interesting topics.  The suggested topics were not neces-
sarily innocent of propaganda: the conquest of Hungary under Árpád, the acceptance of Christianity, 
King Louis the Great, the significant events and highlights from triumphant reign of King Matthias, 
the horrors of the Mongol invasion, oppression under the Ottoman rule, the Bach-era, the War of In-
dependence, the Ausgleich-era, the situation following world War I, the grievances following the all-
encompassing destruction of the country by Trianon.  Eventually, stamps depicting several of these 
topics were issued although the Bach-era and the horrors of the Mongol invasion are still waiting to 
be commemorated.  Still, Trianon becoming part of a stamp design would be another postal casus 
belli.  The enthusiastic collector commented that the stamps from Africa and America were more in-
teresting than Hungarian definitive postage stamps. 
 At the same time, several Slovak and Ruthenian politicians thought that the depiction of the 
Holy Crown on the lower values of the then current regular issues of the Hungarian Royal Post (MBÁ 
441-446) were provocative and suggested taking action against them.  At this time, a stamp war was 
prevented by the ruling from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs mediating the issue and again deeming it 
to be unimportant and baseless. 
 From the Czechoslovak perspective, the situation changed dramatically when the 1933 air-
mail series appeared from Hungary.  It became easy to prove the irredentist nature of the stamps. 
 The 10 and 16 fillér stamps did not bear an inscription, so the stamps depicting the Justice for 
Hungary aircraft did not become a target.  Not so with the 20 and 40 fillér stamps.  /Actually, the 10 
and 16 fillér stamps depicting the Lockheed Sirius aircraft do show part of the name ‘Justice f…’ on 
the front of the fuselage in small print but still visible to the naked eye.  Similarly, the word ‘Justice’ 
shows of the 4Ft design (MBÁ 3261) of the Aviation History series issued in 1978.  Ed./ 
 The neighboring country did express anger over the impressive world record flight in 1931.  
By 1934, the anger was intensified by the issuance of the new airmail series and the subject of disal-
lowing these stamps inside of the country became an open debate.  On 23 February 1934, the Czecho-
slovak Ministry of Interior recommended that the stamps be prohibited from the country.  On 29 May 
1934, the postal authorities promulgated the directive 30 742/VII-34 based on paragraphs 26 and 28 
of the postal regulation that, effective 1 July 1934, the two stamps would be prohibited entry.  In re-
sponse, Hungarian authorities argued that the earlier Czechoslovak definitives representing the ‘liber-
ation of the republic’ (Michel 170-180) and the ‘lion tearing its chains’ issue from Slovenia (Jugosla-
via, Michel 99-100) were allowed into the Kingdom of Hungary.  Under these circumstances, the 
Hungarians asked for reciprocity and the withdrawal of the prohibition, without success. 
 In any case, the P. R. T. issue no. 30 from 1934, carried a brief announcement, mentioned be-
fore, about the refusal, without any prior warning, by the Czechoslovak Post to forward letters 
franked with the 20 and 40 fillér values of the airmail set.  Effectively, these stamps were prohibited 
from use on correspondence with Czechoslovakia.  Mail franked with such stamps could not be ac-
cepted at postal windows; however, mail dropped into collection boxes was to be forwarded. 
 Evidently, the Hungarian side’s diplomatic protests failed, so the Hungarian Royal Foreign 
Ministry signaled that, as of 18 September 1934, the Hungarian Post will undertake steps to refuse 
two Czechoslovak stamps in retaliation.  The actual payback occurred on 22 June 1935 when two 
values, the 25 and 30 heller stamps (Michel 280-1) of the Czechoslovak definitive series issued in 
1929 (Michel 277-282), were prohibited from mail entering Hungary.  The reason indicated in Di-
rective No. 118.577/4 was that the double-barred cross on three hills design in the Czechoslovak coat-
of-arms was a part of the Hungarian national crest.  It is obvious that this was a fabricated, lame ex-
cuse; but the fact is that the Hungarian Post exacted revenge.  After the fact, we can happily state that 
this action benefitted stamp collectors.  The Hungarian directive was never withdrawn; still, the set’s 
four other values with the exact same design were not considered detrimental to Hungarian sensitivi-
ties. 
 The directive was based on Article 46, Paragraph 1 of the Universal Postal Union’s postal 
convention signed in Cairo.  Hungarian post offices were directed to return all mailings franked with 
these two stamps.  (The article authored by Gábor Voloncs titled Csehszlovák-magyar bélyegháború 
that appeared in the May 1992 issue of the Filatéliai Szemle contained the complete wording from 
the P.R.T. No. 1222.116/4 from 1934 and the P.R.T. No. 118/577/4 issue of 25 May 1935.) 
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 Thus, the mutual declaration of the stamp war was completed in 1935, the duration of which 
is nebulous.  Despite the fact the Hungarian Post withdrew the incriminating 1933 airmail series from 
service effective 31 December 1936, the stamp war technically lasted until 14 March 1939 when the 
country of Czechoslovakia ceased to exist.  The Hungarian Post introduced a new airmail series on 8 
May 1936. It was designed by Sándor Légrády, who won a gold medal award for his artwork in Tam-
pa, Florida.  The theme of the new series was benign, and the designs could not insult the sensitivities 
of any neighboring country.  Therefore, the reason for the stamp war became moot.  Nevertheless, the 
Hungarian Royal Post did not rescind the directive and acted on it as late as 1938 even though the 
Czechoslovak Post no longer had the opportunity to return letters bearing the 1933 airmail stamps 
since they had been withdrawn from circulation.   
 According to the Klim catalog (Ceskoslovensko 1918-1939 Specializonavy catalog znamek 
a celistvosti), Czechoslovakia prohibited the use of the two Hungarian stamps in 1 July 1934.  Letters 
bearing these stamps were marked with the text “non admis” and returned.  The printed matter from 
1937 and the Sokol postal card from 1938 illustrated by the catalog indicate that the war never ended 
officially since neither the Czechoslovak nor the Hungarian directives were ever cancelled. 
 Next, I will show examples including items from my collection that may the most inclusive 
of its kind today containing ten different returned letters.  Even thought the war was started in 1934, 
postings from 1934 are scarcer than from 1935.  The one example from 1934 is shown below. 
 For the sake of discussion, I have arbitrarily grouped the items mailed from Hungary into 
four categories: 1) airmail letters, 2) Hungarian-Czechoslovak mixed frankings, 3) registered let-
ters, and 4) unposted registered letter. 

 The first of the airmail letters is the 
cover of the left.   It is from the collection 
of Zoltán Koleszár, to whom I’m grateful 
for allowing me to illustrate it.  It was sent 
from Budapest 4 on 5 September 1934 and 
addressed to Vylok and is the only cover I 
know of from 1934.  It was intercepted in 
Kassa/Kosice on 6 September, cancelled 
with the Košice 2 cds, marked ‘Retour’ in 
blue crayon and affixed with a large for-
mat, pink ‘Nepřipustno. / Non admis.’ eti-
quette.  The letter was probably not carried 
via airmail since the tariff paid with the 
stamps (32f) was the correct rate for an or-
dinary letter.  The ‘Légiposta’ etiquette 
could have been added later in the space 
available on the front of the envelope. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Both of these two covers were sent to 
Prague and were intercepted at the airport.  The  
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one on the left was mailed from Kecskemét on 16 September 1935.  The 3 x 10f and 20f airmail 
stamps added up to a franking of 50f (32f letter rate, 16f airmail surcharge, overpaid 2f).  The dual 
Praha 82 Letiště cds (one each with control letters ‘b’ and ‘c’) is dated 17 September at 11 o’clock.  
Judging by the dual cds, two people may have processed the letter.  One person added ‘Retour (ar-
row) Non admis (arrow)’ in red using neat penmanship.  This letter was not returned by air since the 
wording “Légiposta Par Avion’ was crossed on the blue etiquette.  This was the case with most re-
turned mail.  The cover on the right was posted in Hódmezővásárhely on 28 November 1935.  It, too, 
was overfranked by 2f using 10 and 40f airmail stamps.  It was marked with the Praha 82 Letiště ‘c’ 
cds on 29 November and endorsed ‘Retour (arrow) Non admis (arrow) in the same penmanship as the 
previous cover.  While the airmail etiquette was not obliterated, the sender’s handwritten endorsement 
‘Légi postával Par Avion’ was scratched out.  This letter, too, was returned via surface mail. 

 The last Hungarian airmail posting 
is shown on the left.  The cover was offered 
in the 49th Profila Auction, Lot No. 4300.  It 
was sent from Budapest on 15 August 1935 
to Nyitra/Nitra and was returned from 
Érsekújvár/Nové Zámky on 16 August.  The 
airmail etiquette was not crossed out since a 
direct airmail route between Hungary and 
Slovakia did not exist until 1938.  The cover 
was sold to a buyer from Germany who spe-
cializes in ‘stamp war’ material for HUF 
280,000 (~US$1,400).  I think that the win-
ning bid was inordinately too high; still, it is 
the highest price paid for such a cover. 

 
 Next, I will present cover with Hungarian-Czechoslovak mixed frankings.  Hungarian col-
lectors experimented with using additional Czechoslovak stamps on the covers in hopes of creating a 
desirable philatelic item.  In general, the Czechoslovak Post returned these mailings to Hungary with-
out cancelling their own stamps.  Interestingly, each item received different types of handling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 The cover on the left was posted from Budapest 82 on 12 June 1935 and is franked with 
1,00P (20 and 40f airmail stamps, 2 x 4f and 32f Portraits) as well as 4Kč Czechoslovakian airmail 
stamp.  The cover on the right was posted on 18 June 1935 is also franked with 1,00P (2 x 20f and 40f 
airmails stamps, 20f Rákóczi) as well as the same 4Kč Czechoslovak airmail stamp.  Both covers 
were endorsed ‘Filatelische Sendung / Philatelic Mailing.’  The correct Hungarian postal tariff would 
have been 32f + 20f, so the envelope was over-franked by 48f.  At the time, the Czechoslovak postal 
tariff was 2Kč foreign letter, 1Kč airmail surcharge, so the Czechoslovak stamp was also an over-
payment.  In addition to the customary ‘return’ markings, the Czechoslovak stamp on the June 12th 
cover was invalidated by a hand-drawn ‘X’  On the June 18th cover, the Czechoslovak stamp was not 
cancelled, but its margin is ‘tied’ to the envelope by the Hungarian Mátyásföld cancellation.  /These 
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two items were discussed in the article, The Hungarian-Czechoslovak Stamp War, written by Csaba 
Kohalmi and published in the April-June 1998 issue of The News of Hungarian Philately.  The ma-
terial for the article was provided by Emmerich Vamos and the late Dr. Paul Szilagyi./ 
 On the postcard illustrated below, both the Hungarian and the Czechoslovak stamps were 
cancelled.  The analysis is as follows.  The postcard was mailed at the Budapest 4 post office on 19 
September 1935 at 5 o’clock P.M.  It was address was marked as ‘A bureau de poste central á Praha 
Masaryk-Stadion.’ The address contained obvious errors.  The Prague 7 post office (‘Masaryk’ later 
renamed ‘Stred’ and once again renamed ‘Masaryk’) was located near the railway station and that’s 
where it’s functioning even now, while the Masaryk stadium is actually located several kilometers 
away.  Nevertheless, the sender Sádor Szalay from Devecser succeeded in getting the Prague airport 
post office no. 82 to cancel the Czechoslovak stamps that were issued on 4 March 1935 for the 20th 
anniversary of the Battle of Arras (Michel 336-7).  The Praha 82 Letiště ‘b’ cds was dated 20 Sep-
tember.  The card also received the cds with the control letter ‘c’ and then was then endorsed ‘Non 
admis Retour’ before being returned to Budapest.  The identical time-of-day on the two cancels indi-
cates that this was the ‘work’ of two different postal officials.  The card provides an additional sur-
prise: not only does it bear a ‘Letadlem / Par avion’ Czechoslovak airmail etiquette, it was also can-
celled upon return at the Budapest Mátyásföld airport on 20 September 1935 at 7 o’clock P.M.  In ad-
dition to the dated cds, the airport also applied a faintly-visible, boxed, lilac-colored handstamp indi-
cating arrival by airmail: ‘Légipostával érkezett.’  These marking prove that the card was returned via 
air mail.  In addition, the partial ‘De(vecser) sp 21’ cds in the upper right corner shows that the ‘dan-
gerously franked’ card made the round trip in two days back to the collector in Devecser.  The word 
‘Hungaria’ in the return address suggests that the sender was an Esperanto advocate.  It is interesting 
to note the similarity of the handwriting on all of the other covers, a fact that points the finger at the 
same culprit as the originator of the mailings. 
 

 Another remarkable feature of this postcard 
is that it was overfranked in all respects.  The 
basic fee for the postcard would have been 20f 
with an additional 16f airmail surcharge.  At 50f, 
the card was overfranked by 14f based on the 
Hungarian rate.  The ‘return’ leg would have 
need 1,20Kč for postcard rate and 1Kč for the 
airmail surcharge.  The 3Kč franking used repre-
sents an overpayment of 80 heller. 
 The next category presented includes non-
airmail, registered letters.  The two letters be-
low were sent to Trebisov to the same address 
but to different individuals.  The first one was 
franked with 90 fillér instead of the required 82 

fillér (32f letter rate, 50f registration) while the second one, as illustrated on page 256 of A Magyar 
bélyegek kézikönyve / Handbook of Hungarian Stamps, was franked with 1,02 pengő.  It is unusu-
al that both the Budapest 9 and the Budapest 4 post offices accepted these letters. 
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 Another non-airmail, registered item is illustrated below on the left.  It is a letter posted from 
Szeged on 3 May 1935; this time, it was correctly franked with 82f. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The category of unmailed, registered 
letter is represented by the cover above on the right. 
It was addressed to Usti nad Labem and was cancelled Budapest 3, 15 April 1935.  The cover bore the 
correct registry etiquette; but, interestingly enough, there are no receiving marks that were customari-
ly applied to letters form that era.  Most likely, the sender prepared the cover franking it with the cor-
rect 82f rate, had it favor-cancelled, but never formally mailed the item. 
 Next, I will discuss the covers posted from Czechoslovakia and returned by the Hungarian 
Royal Post.  These letters that were franked with the 25 and 30 heller adhesives were returned in the 
1935-1938 timeframe.  Covers with the 30h stamp are more common than those franked with the 25h 
stamp.  Markings on such covers include the addition of a green or red/green vignette (Szabályellenes. 
/ non admis. / Contrary to regulation. / Do not admit.), handwritten annotations, and the application 
of a rubber stamped annotation.   
 Green vignettes were affixed to the two postcards illustrated below.  The card on the left was 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
sent from Bratislava to Győr addressed to a person with a French name c/o General Delivery (Poste 
Restante).  It was franked with adhesives totalling 1,445Kč in lieu of the required 1,20Kč tariff.  This 
is obviously a philatelic mailing.  The picture postcard on the right was send from Marienská Lazné / 
Marienbad to Szombathely from where it was returned to the Hotel Bristol in Marienská Lazné.  The 
card was correctly franked with 50h. 
 The next card was processed with a red-framed, green text Szabályellenes. / non admis. vi-
gnette that, unfortunately, does not show up in a black-and-white reproduction.  One of the more in-
teresting covers is illustrated alongside this card.  It is a letter mailed from a travelling post office be-
tween Banská Bistrice and Zvolen/.  Originally, the letter was overfranked with 2,20Kč that included 
the 30h stamp.  This was summarily removed based on the comment written along the right side of 
the envelope and was replaced with a 10h stamp.  The franking was now correct, the letter no longer 
bore any offensive stamps and was properly forwarded to Pestszenterzsébet.  Nevertheless, two of the 
stamps used in the franking were of the same design as the banned 25h and 30h definitives. 
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Left: Returned postcard bearing a red/green vignette.  Right: Handwritten annotation, later obliterated, cor-
recting the offensive franking. 

 
 Occasionally, mailed addressed to Budapest 
in 1937 and 1938 was marked with a rubber de-
vice: Non admis Retour.  The inking is purple 
but very faint.  I have no data as to why this 
marking was used instead of a vignette.  The 
two items shown on the left and below were 
addressed to Budapest.  They are illustrated on 
page 240 of the Klim catalog.  The ‘non admis’ 
text is barely visible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 One of the more interesting items in my possession is the following postal card.  It was 
mailed from Ŭsti nad Labem via Prague in 1936 and was correctly franked with 2,20Kč (foreign 
postcard: 1,20Kč, airmail surcharge: 1Kč).  The 30h stamp was boxed-in with blue crayon; still, the 
item was not marked for return by the Budapest 741 post office.  This ordinary correspondence card 
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was most likely forwarded to the recipient out of kindness because the text included the message send 
money immediately.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 I must point out that the airmail traffic between the two countries was unimpeded until 1935 
when the Prague airport was closed to postal traffic.  As a result, in my collection there are no airmail 
letters sent to Hungary during 1935.  A minor exception is the correctly franked registered airmail let-
ter sent from Pozsony/Bratislava on 29 May 1935.  Despite the Letecká pošta markings and the 
5,50Kč franking (foreign letter: 2 Kč, registration: 2,50 Kč, airmail surcharge: 1 Kč), the letter could 
not have been sent to Budapest by air because there was no direct airmail service between the two cit-
ies.  The cover with the CIDNA aviation advertising text from 1934 attest to the fact that airmail ser-
vice did exist between the two countries.  This is the single piece of correctly franked mail (letter rate: 
32f, airmail surcharge: 16f) in my collection from this era. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Another cover from the same timeframe is the one sent from 
Budapest on 16 October 1935 to Losonc/Lučenec franked with the 
Pázmány set.  It arrived in Prague on 17 October and was forwarded to its 
destination.  The handwritten text indicates ‘via Praha / csak légipostával! 
Par Avion’ (‘via Prague / strictly by air mail’). 
  This topic had been a subject of a few articles before.  It was 
tackled by Gábor Voloncs, and the philatelic publication in the United 
States reflected upon it.  Examples of mail from the ‘philatelic war’ are 
fairly scarce.  For years, the MBK valued such covers at a minimum of 

 

  

 



The News of Hungarian Philately 

22    July - September 2009 

HUF 8,000 that would equal about HUF 40,000 with an inflation adjustment.  The least expensive 
item, a cover front, sold for HUF 48,000 in a recent auction while the most expensive brought HUF 
280,000.  Czechoslovak items are similarly scarce.  One or two turn up every 3 or 4 years in the price 
range of HUF 30,000 to 40,000.  The Klim catalog values such items at 2,600Kč.  It does not assign 
values to Hungarian mailings.  Similarly, the 100 to 120 point valuation given in the Handbook is 
too low.  I trust that my article will stir up interest in this topic and fellow collectors will contribute 
more information.  I would like to thank Gábor Voloncs, Gábor Visnyovszki, Zoltán Koleszár, Dr. 
Wolfgang Elsner from Brussels, and the Profila Kft for their assistance as well as Dénes Czirók who 
encouraged me to present this study for the Postal History Specialty Section of Mabéosz. 

 
 
 

MY FAVORITE COVER 
 

by Michael Leitner 
 

 The large envelope illustrated below was sent from Budapest 72 on 13 May 1925 to Vienna.  
It was franked with 30 copies of the 800K Harvesters stamp plus a single 1000K Parliament issue.  
The 25,00K franking paid the tariff for a 7th weight class (up to 140gm) foreign letter (5000K + 6 x 
2500K) plus registration (5000K).  The stamps were cancelled with the propaganda slogan 
Használjunk Sport Bélyeget / Use Sport Stamps.  The ‘sport’ stamps (Scott no. B80-7) were issued on 
27 April 1925, and the surtax collected was used for physical fitness programs.   
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/In my opinion, the cover was overfranked by 1000K because the 1st 20gm increment to neighboring 
Austria should have been 4000K, not 5000K.  Unfortunately, the yellow colored 800K stamps did not 
show up well in the photocopy that I received.  Ed./ 

 
 
 

2009 NEW ISSUES 
 

Issue date: 5 May 2009 
 

100th Anniversary of the Birth of Miklós Radnóti 
 

Face value: HUF 280.  Stamp size: 45 x 29mm. 
Designer: Zsolt Vidák.  The stamp shows a portrait of the Radnóti 
along with a page from one of his poems.  Radnóti was conscripted 
into a forced labor battalion in 1944.  His was shot when he was no 
longer to march near Abda in Western Hungary in August 1944. 
Technical details: Printed using offset by the State Printing Office in 
an edition of 300,000 stamps. 

 
Issue date: 8 May 2009 

 
Europa 2009: Astronomy 

 
Face value: HUF 660 (single stamps: 2 x HUF 100, 2 x 230).  Miniature sheet size: 105 x 65mm, 
stamp size: 25 x 25mm. 
Designer: Péter Nagy.  The HUF100 stamps depict Galileo; the HUF230, an alignment of the planets. 
Technical details: Printed using offset by the Banknote Printers in an edition of 300,000 sheets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Issue date: 22 May 2009 
 

500th Anniversary of the Birth of János Kálvin 
 

Face value: HUF 200.  Stamp size: 30 x 40 mm. 
Designer: György Oláh.  The stamp shows a stylized portrait of Cal-
vin. 
Technical details: Printed using offset by the Stamp Printing Office 
in sheets of 50. The quantity of stamps issued was 350,000. 

 
Issue date: 5 June 2009 
 

150th Anniversary of the Birth of Donát Bánki 
 

Face value: HUF 300.  Stamp size: 45 x 29mm. 
Designer: Zsolt Vidák.  The design shows a portrait of the inventor 
along with the schematic of the Bánki turbine. 
Technical details: Printed in offset by the State Printing Office in 
sheets of 50.  The quantity of stamps produced was 300,000. 
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82nd Stamp Day - 1000th Anniversary of 

Visegrád 
 

Face value: HUF 75 and 100 (stamps); HUF 
600 + 200 (souvenir sheet). 
Designer: Barnabás Baticz.  The designs 
show architectural finds from Visegrád. 
Technical details: Printed in offset by the 
State Printing Office.  500,000 stamps print-
ed in sheets of 50 were issued.  The quantity 
of the souvenir sheets issued was 80,000. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THE ZUMSTEIN AND THE HUNGARIAN  
STAMP CATALOGS 

 
by Miklos Tecsy 

 
 The following is a list of contradictions in the way the 1944-45 overprinted issues of Hungar-
ian stamps are treated in the 1982 edition of the Zumstein catalog.  
 
ABONY 1945: 
 The Zumstein catalog lists no. 1 as a red overprint, 
 Zumstein no. 2, 20f on 18f Patrona Hungariae is not listed in the Hungarian catalog, 
 Zumstein no. 19, 2P on 20f St. Elisabeth is not listed in the Hungarian catalog, 
 Zumstein nos. 22-24 are wrongly referred to as Red Cross stamps, these are in fact Kossuth 

stamps, 
 Zumstein no .24, 1P on 50f Kossuth is not listed in the Hungarian catalog. 

 
MÁRAMAROSSZIGET 1944: 
 Zumstein no. 1, 1f Árpád, is not listed in the Hungarian catalog, 
 Zumstein no. 2, 4f Hunyadi, is not listed in the Hungarian catalog, 
 Zumstein no. 9, 50f Holy Crown, is not listed in the Hungarian catalog. 

 
I am illustrating these three stamps 
on the right.  They are not certified. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SZÉKELYUDVARHELY 1944: 
 Zumstein does not list nos. 4, 5, 8, and 10 from the Hungarian catalog. 

  
 Also, I would like to know if anyone can confirm the existence of the 1919 Nagyvárad over-
print on the 2f Turul stamp with watermark VI?  I have seen this stamp and the overprint looks genu-
ine.  The Brainard catalog lists the watermark VII version stamp with 5,700 copies overprinted. 
 

 
 

 

 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Left: Al Kugel and Kal Illyefalvi at Stampshow 2009.   

 
 

UPCOMING AUCTION ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
 
 

In November of this year, the Darabanth auction house in Hungary is planning to feature the exten-
sive collection of rare Hungarian errors, misprints and Occupation overprints of SHP member, Dick 
Stark.  The auction will have a separate catalog devoted solely to this collection so it will not be part 
of the regular Darabanth sale of worldwide material.  Check the firm’s website www.darabanth.hu 
for further details.  The website can be accessed in English, German, and Hungarian. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 
11 books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Or-
ders and inquiries should be sent to:  

H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,  

e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 
 
 

FOR SALE PRICES FOR THE 1918 AIRMAIL COVERS  FROM THE LAST ISSUE 
 

1st flight Budapest-Wien (Fig. 3): $400 
1st Flight Wien-Budapest (Fig. 5): $425 

Wien-Budapest w/o airmail stamps (Fig. 6): $4940 
Last day flight Budapest-Wien (Fig. 7): $1820 

Interested buyers should contact ingert@starpower.net 
 

 
 

Left: Ingert 

Kuzych with 

the last issue 

of The News 

in which his 

article on the 

1918 airmail 

covers was 

published. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Section of Barbed Wire 
 

from the Iron Curtain 
 

marketed by the Hungarian People’s Army 
 

as a souvenir in 1989 
 

 

 


