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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

by Alan Bauer  

 

I have just returned from the World Stamp Show 2016 in New York and it was a show the 

likes of which I have never experienced before, as this was my first World Show.  It was 

eight days of personal and philatelic fun, meeting many new people, seeing great exhibits, 

buying and selling with hundreds of vendors and hearing and telling many stories of 

Hungarian stamps and culture.  Several articles in this issue of The News are related to the 

show; I hope you enjoy them. 

 

First off, I would like to give a hearty thank you to the members who staffed the booth.  Bob 

Morgan was there for seven of the eight days – Bob you are amazing.  The others who 

staffed the booth were Robert Lauer, Lyman and Ruth Caswell, Paul and Stella Richter, TP 

McDermott, Viktor Fischer, Endre Krajcsovics and new member Karoly Szucs – to all, thank 

you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Morgan at the SHP 

Booth (Photo Karoly 

Szucs). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the highlights of the show was the eighteen Hungarian related exhibits.  Bob Morgan 

created a list of them that we handed out at the show to visitors at our booth and the list 

follows the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting below so that you can see what they 

were.  Four of them were from our members, Bob Morgan, Csaba Kohalmi (our SHP frame) 

and new members Karoly Szucs and Bill Hedley.  Bob, Bill and Karoly all won Gold and I 

congratulate them for their accomplishment.  I believe that this was Karoly’s first Gold, a 

feat for which he is quite proud.  We will be reaching out to all of the exhibitors to see if they 

would be willing to contribute articles about their exhibits in upcoming issues of The News. 
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Karoly and his Gold Medal 

Exhibit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were many personal highlights during the show, best of which was meeting our many 

members who attended the show, numbering thirty-two, including our ten new members.  I 

had many interesting discussions about Hungarian culture and stamps and yes, even 

Hungarian politics.  What I found quite interesting was that at least a third of the members 

who I talked to and those that became new members, had no familial connection to Hungary.  

They found the stamps to be beautiful, culturally and historically interesting and challenging 

enough to devote research to when advancing to a more specialized collection.  Other than 

“The General”, PR2B, which is worth around $15,000, they are generally affordable.  

Personally learning about our member’s heritage, both Hungarian and non-Hungarian and 

sharing my heritage and stories were my most enjoyable times at the show. 

 

On Monday, we had our general meeting and our traditional Hungarian dinner.  There were 

twenty-six attendees at the meeting and we had many lively discussions.  The minutes of the 

meeting follow below, so please have a look and let us know by email if you would like to 

add any comments.  We had many good suggestions about website improvements and new 

functionality at the meeting, which are discussed in more detail in the Webmaster’s report.  

One other new feature in upcoming newsletters will be a member spotlight to let our 

membership learn more about our members as I did when personally meeting them at the 

show.  I’ll start out with my profile in the next newsletter and we’re looking for volunteers 

for upcoming issues of The News. 

 

The dinner was excellent and everyone had very positive comments about the food and 

especially, the camaraderie.  We filled the Café Budapest with twenty-four people, who all 

told me they had a great time.  I sat with my son (Andrew) and his fiancée (Stacie) and Paul 

and Stella Richter.  We shared veal gulyas, chicken paprikas and palacsintas. Paul had what 

he said was the best 'real' Wiener Schnitzel he has had in a long time.  The dinner 

conversation with Paul and Stella and their travels and experiences was very enjoyable.  I 

hope to be able to meet them and many other of our new friends many times before the next 

World Stamp Show, which will be in Boston in 2026. 
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Above: The SHP Annual Hungarian Dinner at the Café 

Budapest on Monday night after the Annual Meeting. 

Left: Chicken Paprikas and Veal Guylas at the Café 

Budapest. (Photos Karoly Szucs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take a look at the website for more pictures from the New York 2016 World Stamp Show!  

 

Thanks to everyone who made the show a great experience and 

 

As always ………………… Happy stamping …… Alan 
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WELCOME & KUDOS 

 

A very warm welcome to eleven new members, the last 10 of whom signed up at our booth at 

the New York 2016 World Stamp Show: David Race of Quincy, Illinois; Michael 

Burlingame of Langhorne, Pennsylvania; Thomas Molnar of Saddlebrook, New Jersey; 

Nancy Dalton of Jackson Heights, New York; Karoly Szucs from Budapest, Hungary; Allan 

Payne of Brooklyn, New York; Bill Hedley from Turnbridge Wells in Kent, United 

Kingdom; Mary Ann Jennings of Caldwell, New Jersey; Charles Hack of New York, New 

York; Ben Bump of Hampden, Massachusetts; and Brian Baldwin of Mystic, Connecticut.  

 

Bill Hedley is also a member of the 

Hungarian Philatelic Society of Great 

Britain, ARGe Ungarn in Germany and 

MAFFIT (the Hungarian Society for 

Philatelic Research) in Hungary.  Karoly 

Szucs is the Secretary of MAFFIT. 

 

Three of our members had exhibits 

accepted for display in New York:  Bob 

Morgan (Hungary: The Hyperinflation 

1945-46); Bill Hedley (Postal Services in 

the Hapsburg Kingdom of Hungary to 

1890) and Karoly Szucs (Hungary’s First 

Documentary Revenues During the Forint-

Kajcar Currency Period 1868-1898).  All 

three won Gold Medals for their exhibits – 

well done gentlemen!  Congratulations!   

 

Bill Hedley (left) and Karoly Szucs (right) 

with Gold Medals for their exhibits at New 

York 2016. 

 

 
 

SHP Annual General Meeting 2016: Minutes 
 

The meeting was brought to order and the officers present, Alan Bauer, Bob Morgan, Robert 

Lauer and Lyman Caswell introduced themselves.  Following that, the members briefly 

introduced themselves. 

 

Alan Bauer presented the Treasurer’s and Auctioneer’s Reports.  He noted the deficit for last 

year and the fairly steep decline in revenue from the quarterly society auctions, indicating 

that the executive will be looking at ways to increase revenue from auctions as well as 

whether membership dues should be raised.  There were four proposals to review for dues 

increases, the discussion of which was tabled, since there were only 4 board members in 

attendance.  This will be reviewed by the board through email discussions before the end of 

the year. 
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Next, Alan put up the various proposals for a new society logo that have been submitted by 

members.  He indicated that he would be sending them out by email to seek the reaction of 

the general membership to each submission and any additional suggestions.  He will do a 

general survey mailing to all members over the next two months about the logo and some 

other topics for which the Executive is soliciting member input. 

 

Alan proposed that a Membership Committee, composed of 2 members of the executive and 

2 from the general membership, be formed to look at ways of increasing the membership of 

the society.  Alan, Robert Lauer and Paul Arnold volunteered to be on the committee with 

Paul Richter indicating that he would consider being the second member of the committee 

from the general membership.  A general discussion of ways to increase society membership 

followed.  Paul Richter suggested that it might be worth investigating the possibility of 

advertising in the journals of Austrian, Czechoslovak, Yugoslav and Romanian philatelic 

societies, given the overlap with Hungarian philately.  

 

This discussion was followed by a discussion of other forms of advertising to make the 

public more aware of the Society and also attract new members.  It was suggested that the 

SHP may want to contact non-philatelic Hungarian societies to see if they would be 

interested in allowing an ad for the SHP in any of their publications.  Alan suggested putting 

an ad in the Hungarian section of the Scott Catalogue, which was approved by the meeting.  

It was also suggested that the society may want to look at creating a Facebook page as a 

means of attracting younger members.  Robert Lauer suggested that we may want to look at 

the introduction to Hungarian philately and revise it using some of the material from the 

society exhibit put together by Csaba Kohalmi.  Karoly Szucs also suggested that the SHP 

website should include certain links to related Hungarian philatelic websites such as 

MAFFIT. 

 

Robert Lauer brought up the issue of selling ad space in The News to dealers of Hungarian 

stamps to raise revenue.  Karoly suggested contacting the various auction houses in Hungary 

to see if they would be interested in purchasing advertising space in The News, which he 

volunteered to do. 

 

Finally, the topic of the location for next year’s Annual General Meeting was addressed. It 

was proposed and accepted that the meeting would be held at SeaPex 2017, which will be 

held the second weekend of September.  

 

Following the main business of the Annual General Meeting, Bob Morgan and Lyman 

Caswell gave a short talk on exhibiting, offering their assistance to any member who wanted 

to try their hands at turning a favourite collection into an exhibit. 

 

After the Annual General Meeting, Bob Morgan gave a presentation on The Rate Progression 

of Hungary’s Hyperinflation 1945-1946 and Karoly Szucs gave a presentation on the Classic 

Revenue Stamps of Hungary 1868-1891.    
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Hungary Related Exhibits at the New York 2016 World Stamp Show 
 

Essays & Proofs of Hungary's 1919 Issues [Fred Fawn, Canada] 

Stamps of the Hungarian Revolution 1956 (Sopron overprints) [Ferenc Kostyal, Hungary] 

Postal Services in the Hapsburg Kingdom of Hungary to 1890 [Bill Hedley, U.K.] 

The Use of Austrian Stamps in the Hungarian half of the Empire 1850-67 [Adriano Bergamini,  

 Switzerland] 

Hungary: The Hyperinflation 1945-1946 [Robert Morgan, U.S.A.]   

Austro-Hungarian Field Post 1914-1918 [Lubor Kunc, Czech Republic] 

Foreign Frankings from Hungary 1926-1944 [Peter Dunai, Hungary]  

Postal History of Hungary 1867-1871 [Geza Homonnay, Hungary] 

The World's First Correspondence Card, Its use in Austria, Liechtenstein, in Hungary and in Austrian post 

offices of Levant [Johannes Haslauer, Austria]    

The Austrian Imperial and Royal Aviation in the First World War [Ladislav Fekete, Slovak Republic] 

The leave underprint revenues from Austrian Empire and its countries 1854-1875  [Ralph Ebner, Germany] 

Hungary's First Documentary Revenues During the Forint-Krajcar Currency Period 1868-1898 [Karoly  

 Szucs, Hungary]      

Waterfall, one of Nature's Wonders [Levente Banas, Hungary] 

The Hungarian field post during World War II [Janos K. Manz, Hungary] 

 

Society for Hungarian Philately Exhibit Frame: #564 [Csaba Kohalmi, U.S.A.]  

 

Literature exhibits:  

 

Bilingual Sticker Labels of Post Saving Bank Account, Transcarpathia (1939-1945) [Laszlo Perneczky, 

 Hungary] 

Catalogue of the Postage and Revenue Stamps of Hungary 2016-2017 [Philatelia Hungarica, Hungary]  

Postal History of Lower Carpathians Region from beginning to 2014 [Lajos Horvath, Hungary] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The floor of the New York 2016 World Stamp 

Show with the exhibit section at the back (Photo 

Karoly Szucs). 
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THE WEBMASTER’S REPORT 

 

by Alan Bauer 

   

Update on New Content on the Website  
 

Wally Green has uploaded eight of our 10 Monographs; they are all available in PDF format 

for you to download. We hope that you will enjoy looking at them on our site. 

 

He has also been busy uploading previous copies of our newsletters. We have on our site 

PDF versions of all of the issues of The News from the year 2000 to the present, with the 

more recent ones available in color to download.  He has also loaded many individual articles 

from 1997 to 1999.  The “Newsletter Index” that Csaba prepared lists the Table of Contents 

for all of the issues from 1990 to the present.  It is available from the “Publications” page. 

 

We have also made available many pictures from the World Stamp Show, minutes of the 

Annual General Meeting and many more highlights from the show.  This is available on the 

Home Page under “Recent Articles”. 

 

New Features Planned from the Annual General Meeting  
 

At the Annual General Meeting, we discussed a whole bunch of new content that we will be 

uploading to the site over the upcoming months, so please check back often to see what is 

new.  We’ll be putting Csaba’s exhibit frame on the “History of Hungary as told with 

Hungarian stamps”.  This will hopefully be available by the time you are reading this copy of 

The News.  

 

We will be working on two new features this year.  One is a Member Trading Board, where 

members can post philatelic items from Hungary that they would like to trade with other 

members.  We will be designing it over the next 3-4 months and member’s inputs are 

welcome.  Please email me your thoughts. 

 

The second new feature is a “Stamp Search Engine”, that is a single place to enter stamps 

that you are searching for and it will search all of the different stamp sites, like eBay, 

Delcampe, bidStart, Tradera and others using a single search.  It is similar to the travel search 

sites that review deals on many travel sites.  We are integrating this at no cost to us or our 

members, so we are anxious to get feedback on those members who try it out. 

 

The third new feature is the ability to place paid advertising on our site to raise money for our 

Treasury.  The first paid ad was placed during the WSS show and was on our Home Page for 

the David Feldman auction of rare “Austria used in Hungary, 1850-1871”.  

 

Statistics – who is looking at your website. 

 

From March to the end of May, we have increased our visitors by almost 30% to 2200 and 

expect a big increase from the traffic and publicity that we had during the show.  We had 
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over 6400 pageviews, which meant that each visitor viewed at least 3 pages.  An interesting 

observation is that we had the most visitors from Russia, followed by the United States and 

the UK and that the majority of our visitors were International. 

 

I hope this information is interesting to our members.  Please let me know if there is any 

other information that might be of interest to you. 

 

Please take a look at your website and as always …………………  

 

Happy stamping …… Alan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lyman Caswell and 

Bob Morgan giving 

their talk on exhibiting 

at the SHP Annual 

General Meeting in 

New York (Photo 

Karoly Szucs). 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Morgan in the 

Javits Center outside 

the entrance of the 

New York 2016 

World Stamp Show 

(Photo Karoly 

Szucs). 
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THE RAMBLINGS OF YOUR EDITOR 

 

by Robert Lauer  

 

Like az Elnök, New York 2016 was my first time at one these decennial World Stamp Shows 

and I was blown away.  First off, the Jacok K. Javits Convention Center is a stunning piece 

of architecture and a perfect place to hold this type of event.  The floor of the show had to be 

the size of 3 football fields; the exhibits alone occupied more than a third of the space!  The 

first day I spent a lot of time just trying to find my way back to the SHP Booth. 

 

For me, the show was a chance to meet fellow executive members Alan Bauer, Lyman 

Caswell and Bob Morgan, with whom I had corresponded by e-mail, but never met before 

(Lyman also filled in quite a few holes in my collection from his stock of postage due 

duplicates a couple of years ago).  The show was also a wonderful chance to meet a large 

number of my fellow SHP members.  The laughter and animated discussion at the SHP 

Booth definitely disrupted the otherwise peaceful and tranquil nature of the neighbourhood!  

A number of SHP members also brought in parts of their collections to share with their 

fellow members at the booth.  Two stand out for me: Tom Phillips and Laszlo Ribar.  Both of 

them gave me extrememly enjoyable tours through their material; both of their collections 

left me slack-jawed more than once.  A real pleasure; thanks, guys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours truly caught in mid-

animated conversation with 

Laszlo Ribar at the SHP 

Booth (Photo by Karoly “the 

Shutterbug” Szucs). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further to the discussion at the Annual General Meeting, I went over to the booth of the 

Society for Czechoslovak Philately (of which I am also a member) to see if they would be 

interested in any cross-advertising of our 2 societies.  As a result, we are going to put links 

for each other on our websites and look at the possibility of ads in each other’s journals. 

 

Unlike many cities, Ottawa still has a street level stamp shop – Chris Green Stamps in the 

Glebe area of town.  It is a delightful spot, nicely divided into a number of rooms, one of 

which is a well stocked philatelic library; worth a visit if you are ever in Canada’s capital 
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City.  I talked to the manager, Dave, who is more than willing to hand out membership 

applications for both the SHP and the SCP to anyone who buys Hungarian or Czechoslovak 

material from the shop.  From his perspective, increasing membership in specialist societies 

can only be good for business.  If any of you still have street level stamps shops in your 

neighbourhoods, it might be worth inquiring as to whether they would be willing to do the 

same.  If so, drop az Elnök a line and he will get a mittful of applications to you. 

 

A first draft of Johan Sevenhuijsen’s article on the use of Czechoslovak stamps in Hungary 

proper during the Czechoslovak invasion of 1919 prompted an interesting e-mail from Alan 

Soble together with the scans of the cover below.     

 

 

Alan’s thoughts about the cover were twofold.  First, this was a mixed franking of a 

Romanian stamp and the original Hungarian indicium on the envelope.  While the Scott 

catalogue lists these stamps from the “Kolozsvár” issue under Hungary, as an occupation 

issue, these stamps were actually valid for postage anywhere in Romania, making them an 

issue of Romanian postage stamps.  Second, because the Treaty of Trianon had not yet been 

signed, Kolozsvár was still technically part of Hungary, making this akin to the usage of 

Czechoslovak stamps in Hungary dealt with in Johan’s article in this issue of The News. 

 

Csaba pointed out that this cover was “nothing special” in that S. Bayer was a stamp dealer 

who created hundreds of these covers and mailed them to himself at the Hotel New York in 

Kolozsvár.  He also pointed out that even though the “final borders were not ratified until 

1920, … Kolozsvár was occupied by the Rumanians in January 1919 and they settled in for 

good.  There never was a clear-cut directive in Rumania (as opposed to Slovakia) regarding 

the cut-off date for the validity of Hungarian stamps and postal stationary”. 

 

My thoughts on this are that Alan’s first observation is entirely correct, but that this cover is 

more akin to the usage of Hungarian stamps and postal stationary in Czechoslovakia that was 

the subject of the article by Johan and me in the last issue of The News.  While the new 
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border between Romania and Hungary was not formally settled until the Treaty of Trianon in 

June 1920, the declaration of the union of Transylvania with Romania at Alba Iulia on 

December 1, 1918 left no doubt about the incorporation of Transylvania into the Kingdom of 

Romania.  Similarly, the agreement between French Field Marshall Ferdinand Foch and the 

Czechoslovak Foreign Minister Edvard Beneš in December 1920 left no doubt at all that 

Felvidék was going to be part of post-war Czechoslovakia, even though the final border 

between the two coutries was not formalized until Trianon.  Just to prove Csaba’s point about 

the number of those Bayer covers in existence, I picked one up from a dealer at the ORAPEX 

stamp show here in Ottawa for $10 (Canadian); same stamp, exactly the same postmark (to 

the hour) and exactly the same receiving strike on the back (again to the hour). 

 

 

Before I finish these ruminations, I would like to thank all of those who have contributed to 

this issue of The News: our former editor, Csaba Kohalmi for his article verifying the 

existence of the curious and short-lived Wenden Republic of Pártosfalva, his table of 2016 

Hungarian Postal Rates and his contribution to these ramblings; Alan Soble for his letter to 

the Editor and his contribution to my ramblings; Derick Pasternak for his article on collecting 

stamps from other contries with Hungarian references/subject matter; and Johan 

Sevenhuijsen for his contribution on the use of Czechoslovak stamps in Hungary during the 

Czechoslovak occupation of part of northern Hungary in 1919. 

 

 
 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

 

Dear Editor: 

  

Your exuberance about Hungarian stamps is laudable.  However, you don’t always do justice 

to the depth and richness of Hungarian history and culture.  Two cases. (1) Your presentation 

of the Hungarian stamp honoring Albert Einstein.  His work in theoretical physics is common 
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and universal knowledge.  In the pages of The News it would have been more appropriate to 

dig out the links between Einstein and Hungary.  My letter to you at that time tried to remedy 

this defect, but it also implied that a different approach to “new issues” might be fruitful.  (2) 

You chose to display on the back cover of The News a “blokk” of two stamps in honor of 

Bartok Bela.  That manifested a splendid sentiment.  However, in your zeal to honor Bartok 

(universally well-known, and hence another common flag) you overlooked something else 

about the blokk that surely deserved mention – that both stamps were designed by Kass 

Janos.  A few words about Kass on the otherwise blank/empty back page 

were called for.  Two items in particular could have been brought to the attention of your 

readers.  First, the illustrious life and career of Kass (see Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J%C3%A1nos_Kass); maybe consult the Hungarian Wikipedia 

instead).  Second, and intriguing – what is going on in the stamp that Kass designed to honor 

Bartok? Tell us about the “Cantata” and then explain how Kass managed to convey the spirit 

of that work in the pictorial stamp.  What is that frightening animal?  What is the point of the 

single detached hand?  The design is a small masterpiece of surrealism that begs to be 

investigated in connection with Bartok’s music.  (A merely wild shot in the dark: Is there 

something to be learned about the Cantata and Kass’s depiction by noting a similarity with 

Picasso’s “Guernica”?) 

  

Best wishes, 

  

Alan Soble 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Endre Krajcsovics, his 

wife, Bob Morgan and 

David Tripple sitting and 

talking at the SHP Booth, 

with Robert Lauer and 

Alan Bauer in the 

background (Photo Karoly 

Szucs).  

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J%C3%A1nos_Kass
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THE WENDEN REPUBLIK OF PÁRTOSFALVA 

 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

In the turbulent times of 1919, when regional allegiances shifted from the Kingdom of 

Hungary to various successor entities, Count Matzenau, a local landowner in the town of 

Pártosfalva/Prosenjakovci, overprinted Hungarian stamps with a large letter ‘H’ [Hrvatska] 

to indicate his allegiance to the newly constituted Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes 

(SHS).  While covers bearing such stamps are scarce, they are not impossible to find.  

(Pártosfalva/Prosenjakovci is currently located in the Mura-region of the Republic of 

Slovenia near the Hungarian border.  Between 1941 and 1944, it was returned to Hungary.) 

 

On page 8 of the April 1972 issue of The News of Hungarian Philately, the late Leslie Ettre 

alluded to another one of Count Matzenau's machinations: stamps overprinted with the letter 

‘W’: “Besides the ‘H’ overprint the existence of stamps overprinted with a ‘W’, as well as 

‘1919’ is also mentioned in some sources and attributed to count Matzenau; however, I have 

never seen them and have no information about these stamps.”   

 

The postal card shown below recently sold on eBay for $876.  (I made a feeble attempt with 

the $333 bid to secure it.)  The card provides a lot of explanation hitherto unknown to a lot of 

philatelists. 

 

 
 

This 10f Hungarian postal card is franked with two additional stamps (5f & 20f Magyar 

Posta Harvesters).  The indicium of the card and the both stamps are ‘overprinted’ with a 

hand-stamped letter ‘W’ using either black or red ink.  For good measure, the ‘W’ on the 20f 

stamp is upside down.  The ‘small’ Hungarian coat-of-arms in the upper left corner is 

defaced with a letter ‘R’ indicating ‘Republik.’  The registered postal card was mailed from 

Pártosfalva on 14 August 1919 and sent to Laibach/Ljubljana. 
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I have tried my best to translate the German text on the reverse of the card, which lacks any 

punctuation marks and may even have some spelling errors (i.e., Loth should have been Lot, 

in my opinion). 

 

We are sending today a devotion to President Pogacnik we have here a great 

need of foodstuffs please have the kindness to get us saccharin either in a value-

letter or several letters sent in a secure way here in the beginning of July the 

Wenden Republic was proclaimed only for 3 days then we had nothing it was 

overthrown stamps on the other side of the card 

with respect… 

  

I searched the internet to find a reference to a Slovenian President Pogacnik in the 1919 

timeframe without any success.  The key bit of information were the words alluding to the 

founding of the Wenden Republic that seems to have lasted three days and prompted the ‘W’ 

overprints.  I assume that a previous owner of the card underlined the words Wenden 

Republik.  ‘Wenden’ (a German word) refers to the ethnic group inhabiting the Mura region.  

The same ethnic group is called ‘vend’ in Hungarian. 

 

Thus, this very desirable card offers proof of the existence of count Matzenau’s ‘W’ 

overprints in honor the brief existence of the Wenden Republik of Pártosfalva. 
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CZECHS IN HUNGARY IN 1919 

 

by Johan Sevenhuijsen 

 

In the January 2015 issue of The News (46-1), Alan Soble included in a Letter to the Editor 

an image of a Czechoslovak Hradčany stamp with a Miskolcz cancel dated May 20th, 1919. 

In a Letter to the Editor in the next issue, I announced that I would write about the 

background to this use of a Czechoslovak stamp in Hungary. 

 

Historical Background 

 

In 1919, there still was a lot of uncertainty about the borders between the new Czechoslovak 

state and the (reduced) Hungary.  The definitive border would only be drawn in the Trianon 

treaty in June 1920; until that time provisional borders were in effect.  On December 24, 

1918, after some deliberation, the first official provisional border between Czechoslovakia 

and Hungary was agreed to, the so-called Pichonova line, which was confirmed by the Allied 

forces.  Czech troops, with Italian forces in support, took control of the Slovak side of that 

line over January 13-14, 1919.  However, the administration of the new Czechoslovak state 

was not actually in place until sometime in March 1919.  The Board of Governors of the 

Paris peace conference decided on a definitive border between Slovakia and Hungary on 

June 12, 1919. By that decision, some places were restored to Hungary; the Czechoslovak 

troops left those areas during the period from May 30 to June 6, 1919.  In the Trianon treaty, 

this was confirmed as the definitive border. 

  

In the meantime, however, there were military movements on the ground which ignored 

these official borders.  Czech troops invaded Hungarian soil from late April to early June 

1919, when Czech troops occupied a large area south of the border, with Miskolcz (fourth 

city of Hungary, population 80,000) as the main center.  From the end of May, the Hungarian 

Red Army launched a counter-offensive, driving the Czech troops back and occupying 

important parts of Slovakia, including Kassa (Košice).  It took Czech troops a few weeks to 

regain the initiative.  A ceasefire (mainly due to Allied influence) finally ended these 

hostilities on June 23, 1919 and the Hungarians retreated behind the (decreed) border during 

the first part of July 1919. 

 

Postal Aspects 

 

These turbulent times left a postal legacy which can be seen in various forms. 

 

First of all, there are the post offices that were assigned to Czechoslovakia, under the 

agreement on the Pichonova line, in the period from December 24,1918 to June 12, 1919.  In 

practice, this would be visible by the use of Czechoslovak stamps in those post offices during 

that period, effectively from March to the beginning of June 1919. The offices concerned 

were: Abaújvár, Aggtelek, Bódvaszilas, Hidasnémeti, Hidvég Ardó, Hollóháza, Jósvafö, 

Szin, and Tornanádaska.  All these places (mainly in the province Abaúj-Torna) were small, 

having less than a thousand inhabitants each.  
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A second source is the field post.  Czech soldiers on campaign in Hungary wrote to their 

friends and family.  The field post was routed through numbered field post offices, not 

showing where the post was sent, but the soldiers sometimes bought postcards in occupied 

Hungary and wrote about where they were.  The postcard below (Figure 1), sent on May 15, 

1919 through Field Post Office #75, then based in Kassa (Košice), shows the city sights of 

Miskolcz (laying 38 km south of the border).  The soldier, belonging to the 8th troop of 

machine-gunners, writes: “We are now 4 km past Miskolcz, where I stayed for some time, 

now we go there in the evenings by tram to enjoy ourselves.”  

 

 
 

 
 

Figure 1: Postcard from Miskolcz, through Czechoslovak field post #75, 15 May 1919 
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A third source is Czechoslovak postal items and used stamps bearing cancels from the 

Hungarian side of the agreed border, evidence that those places were not only occupied by 

Czechoslovak troops, but that the postal system was in fact taken over by the Czech 

authorities and the post offices were provided with Czechoslovak stamps of the Hradčany 

(castle) issue.  Proof of this can be found in cards and letters (Figure 2), money transfer cards 

(Figure 3) and single used stamps (Figure 4) showing cancellations from post offices in the 

occupied areas. 

 

 
 

Figure 2: Card from Sátoralja újhely to Bratislava, 27 May 1919 (ex Brnofila auction) 

 

 
 

Figure 3: Money order card cut-off, Sátoralja újhely, 28 May 1919 



The News of Hungarian Philately 

 

18  April – June 2016 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 4: Three Hradčany stamps used in Miskolcz, Szendrő and Szendrőlád, May 1919 
 

The Merkur catalogue lists the following post offices as using Czechoslovak stamps during 

the period mentioned: Abaújszántó (May 1st to the end of May), Bánréve (April 30th to the 

end of May), Diósgyöri Vasgyár (May 2nd to May 20th), Miskolcz (May 2nd to May 20th), 

Sárospatak (May 1st to June 5th) and Sátoralja újhely (April 30th to June 6th).  The stamps 

shown above prove that the post offices in Szendrő and Szendrőlád (places to the north of 

Miskolcz) were also using Czechoslovak stamps during this period. 

 

Most of the places mentioned above can be found on the map of this part Hungary shown 

below in Figure 5. 
 

Figure 5: Map of the county of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén 
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There is, by the way, also some interesting philatelic evidence of the Hungarian occupation 

of parts of Slovakia after the retreat of Czech troops from Hungary.  The Hungarian troops 

occupied Léva (Levice) on June 15-16, 1919.  Because of the fighting, the post office in the 

town did not function.  The field post office of the First Brigade of the Red Army, operating 

on the north western front, was then based in Léva, using field post cancel #62.  On June 

16th, the field post office collected the post in the various mail boxes in town and cancelled 

and forwarded this civilian mail, franked with Czechoslovak Hradčany stamps. According to 

the report on the Hungarian field post in the Donaupost, 350-400 pieces of mail were sent 

this way (Figure 6). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 6: Hradčany stamp cancelled by Hungarian field post cancel #62, 16 June 1919  
 

This story shows again that seemingly simple philatelic items can turn out to be powerful 

witnesses of significant historical events. The author wishes to thank Lubor Kunc for his 

valuable advice. 

 

References: 

 

Československo 1918-1939, I. část Specialiyovaný katalog známek a celistvostí (Merkur, 

2014), p. 37 

 

“Die Feldpostämter der Ungarischen Bolschewikarmee”, Donaupost, #12, 1919, p. 181-89 
 
K. Mezera, “The Temporary Occupation of Hungarian Domains by Czechoslovak Troops in 
1919”, Filatelie, #3, #4 and #5, 1993 (11 page article in Czech) 
 
“Válka Československé republiky s Maďarskou republikou rad (1919)” 
(www.worldatwar.eu) 
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HUNGARICA – AN EXTENSION OF COLLECTING HUNGARIAN STAMPS 

by Derick Pasternak  

While the stamps issued by Hungary (and some of its occupying powers) provide ample 

opportunity for serious collectors, there is also a potential extension of this topic, namely 

stamps issued by other countries that relate to Hungary one way or another.  One aspect of 

this, ready-made for the historically inclined, is to collect the stamps related to those parts of 

historical Hungary severed from the country by the Trianon peace treaty of 1920, and its 

subsequent reaffirmation after World War II.  These stamps, interesting as they might be, are 

not the topic I am writing about.  Rather, I wish to draw attention to the stamps from literally 

the world over, that relate in some way to Hungary and its history.  All catalogue numbers, 

unless otherwise mentioned, are from the Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue 2016. 

There are several ways to categorize these stamps:  first, let us consider stamps that show the 

Hungarian flag or iconic Hungarian images, including buildings and monuments.  In a 

subsequent article(s), I hope to expand this topic to include Hungarian personalities 

(musicians and athletes as subtopics), individuals that greatly influenced Hungarian history 

(excluding Lenin, Stalin, Hitler, and their ilk), and to other references, some of which may 

take the reader by surprise.    

There are several categories of these “flag” stamps.  Given the facts of history, Hungary’s 

immediate neighbors may not be expected to be so enthusiastic about showing the red, white, 

and green flag; yet some of those just a little more removed, mostly the so-called “socialist” 

countries, have had no such inhibitions.  The Soviet Union, and its successor, the Russian 

Federation issued at least ten (!) stamps with the Hungarian flag on them.  Of these, #4312 

and #5367 include the flag among those of all Warsaw pact countries.  Closely related is 

#4769, which celebrates the Eastern Economic Block (Comecon).  A flag-bearing poster 

from the Hungarian Soviet Republic of 1919 is reproduced on #4743 and a Hungarian statue 

with red, white, and green on #5769 (Figure 1).  The statue on the latter stamp is in 

“Szoborpark” today, the repository of bad art glorifying a bad regime. The Intercosmos 

(Russian-Hungarian cooperative) logo is on Russia #4835-37.  Stamps of two sporting 

events, the European Basketball Championships of 1965 (#3111) and the 1996 Olympics 

(#6312) close out this category. 

 

 
 

Figure 1: USSR #4743 and #5769 
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Other Socialist countries that issued stamps with the Hungarian flag include Bulgaria, with 

five, #2530, #2559, #2686, #3380, #4420, #4503, plus a Europe Souvenir Sheet, that has no 

listing in Scott, but is mentioned therein, giving it some legitimacy.  An interesting sidelight 

is that Bulgaria celebrated its membership in both the Warsaw Pact (#2686) and NATO 

(#4503), both stamps depicting Hungary’s flag, among others.  A second souvenir sheet, 

commemorating the 10th anniversary of the Helsinki accords, with Hungary’s flag was issued 

with Bulgaria’s name on it, but I could find no mention of it in Scott.  Likewise, one 

Romanian souvenir sheet with flags on the surroundings is not listed in Scott (Michel Block 

#196) and one has been delisted (originally #3265; Michel Block 215).  An emblem with 

flags of sorts is on two stamps from East Germany (#1241-42).  The Czech Republic, no 

longer socialist and no longer smarting over Hungarian-Slovak relations, issued a Souvenir 

Sheet commemorating the centennial of World War One, with the only instance that I know 

of the old Austro-Hungarian imperial flag on it (#3609).  Poland issued a souvenir sheet for 

its stamp exhibition in 1955 (#B105), with flags of the participants on two sides, then later a 

stamp with the flags of the Treaty of Rome adherents (#3853), which has a strange, almost 

English inscription on the bottom.   

 

The Danube Commission inspired several 

stamps and souvenir sheets – the latter in 

particular carry the flags of participating 

countries, including Hungary’s. Such are 

Bulgaria #3380, Czechoslovakia #2424a 

and #2425a (which also has a view of 

Buda on the Kč3.60 stamp in the souvenir 

sheet: Figure 2 at left), and Yugoslavia 

#1904. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Czechoslovakia #2425a 

 

 

 

 

 

Kazakhstan was neither socialist, nor a member of the Soviet Union by 2013, when it issued 

#701 and #702, both of which include the red, white, and green flag; ditto Moldova (#608), 

Macedonia (no longer part of Yugoslavia) with its Olympics 2004 se-tenant stamp (#307), 

and Slovenia (#198, #560, #741).  Albania #2697, issued to commemorate 90 years of 

independence in 2002, includes the flag of Hungary as well, barely visible to the left of the 

flag of Canada.  Bosnia and Hercegovina (Muslim Administration) commemorated Europa 

stamps with a strip of four (#529) and a souvenir sheet (#529e), showing Hungary’s flag 

among others.  The People’s Republic of China published two stamps related to Hungary: 

#497 shows the Hungarian and Chinese flags; we shall return to the other one later.  

Mongolia also memorialized Comecon with flags on its #1047. 
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First among a more diverse group of stamp issuing entities, we have to mention the United 

Nations, which issued stamps with flags of all of its constituent members, including Hungary 

(#340), as part of a se-tenant block of 4 (#340a).  In 2013, the Vienna Office of the UN was 

the one issuing the Hungarian version of the second series, including flag and coin (#392c), 

again as part of a block of 4, but there are others.   

 

The first known instance of the Hungarian flag on a 

foreign stamp is Lithuania #650 (Figure 3), 

including all the flags of the participants of the 

European basketball championships of 1939.  

Although the stamp is simply blue, we know that the 

flag is that of Hungary, because it includes the coat 

of arms with the “St. Stephen” crown on top.   

 

 

Figure 3: Lithuania #650 

 

 

 

 

Monaco issued a stamp for the International Circus Festival in 1977 (#1087) and a “Post-

Europ” se-tenant (#2162a). 

 

Kuwait expressed its gratitude to the countries 

that participated in its liberation from Iraq in 

1991 by publishing a sheet of 42 stamps (#1150) 

with the colours of each country’s flag over a 

silhouette of birds in various postures.  Hungary 

is in position 1 of the 4th row, so position 22; not 

a true flag, to be sure, but in each instance the 

colors and design of the national flag on a bird-

like silhouette.   

 

Figure 4: Kuwait #1150 (position 22) 

 

 

 

More conventional are the 24-stamp minisheet of El Salvador (#522), and souvenir sheet 

with the flag on the margin (#523), commemorating that country’s qualification for the 

soccer World Cup in Spain in 1992.  An interesting sidelight is that Hungary beat El 

Salvador in the group stage 10-1, the most goals scored by one team in any World Cup finals 

match ever.  The same year, Guinea-Bissau issued a series (#432-35, #C44-45) that contained 

the flags of the teams in each group final.  One of the stamps includes Hungary (along with 

El Salvador, of course). 
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Liberia #887 and #888 show the flags of bygone 

finalists, the former in 1938, the latter in 1954 

(Figure 5).   

 

 

 

Figure 5: Liberia #888 

 

 

 

 

Lesotho took the same approach with their minisheet of 12 (#363).  Niger #438 harks back to 

the finals in Argentina, with only 16 teams involved; their flags fit on a single stamp.  Peru 

spread the same flags out in 1978, according to group participants; Hungary is featured on 

#648 and #652, as well as being part of two blocks of four (#650a and #654a).  Rwanda used 

two flags per stamp in its 1978 series; Hungary and Italy, using the same tricolor 

combination, but of course in a different orientation, are on #881.  Before that, in 1974, 

Burkina Faso (as Upper Volta #335 and #337) showed the flags of the participants in the 

finals – again Hungary as runner up in 1938 and 1954.  Further in the past, Poland #B109 

depicts the flags of the teams playing in England in 1966.  Most recent in this series of flags 

on the occasion of World Cups was Zambia #973, a Souvenir Sheet of 5 stamps, first of 

which showed Puskás (more of him in a later article) and the flag. 

In 1992, Ivory Coast #929A celebrated the Abidjan Marathon race with the first of two 

stamps in a set, with a ribbon of flags around the perimeter.  Presumably the Hungarian flag 

was included because of one or more Hungarian participants.  Amidst an exuberance of 

souvenir sheet publishing (disappointingly endorsed by the Scott listings), São Tomé e 

Principe issued #2142, commemorating the brainy Chess Olympiad of 2008.  One of the 

stamps shows Péter Lékó, who, while born in Subotica, now Serbia, represents Hungary and 

once drew a series with the World Champion; the Hungarian flag is included in the design.  

Benin included a Hungarian flag on its stamp commemorating the centenary of the French 

Open tennis championships (#682); perhaps because József Asbóth was champion in 1947!  

Honduras #C565 shows the flags of the members of the Universal Postal Union. 

 

In 1898, King Chulalongkorn (he of “Anna and the King of Siam”) visited Europe and on its 

centenary, Thailand issued two identical stamps (#1813-14) that show the flags of countries 

he visited, including Hungary.  Aitutaki (Cook Islands) issued a stamp for the 50th 

anniversary of the UN (#512), with the small Hungarian colors prominently in the center.  

See a comment below about the designer, Julian Vasarhelyi.  Luxembourg #1243 shows the 

flags of nations belonging to a NATO agency; by 2008 Hungary was a member.   

Switzerland’s Council of Europe stamp also includes the red, white, and green flag (#1052).  

It is unclear why Mali chose to issue several souvenir sheets showing the flags of the world; 

#1060 shows the Hungarian flag in the “f” position (2nd stamp in the 2nd row).  San Marino 

honored the Association of Editors of Philatelic Catalogs (ASCAT) with #1075, showing a 

hemisphere of Earth surrounded by flags; Hungary is at the very top, between Sweden and 

Italy.  A souvenir sheet showing a Hungarian postal van and flag hails from the Comoro 

Islands (#1014). 
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An interesting group of stamps was issued in 2004, when membership in the European Union 

went from 15 to 25 on a single day, May 1st.  The reader may remember the “clock” stamps 

of Hungary, which counted down to it.  Each of the ten countries published stamps on that 

day, nine of which, including Hungary’s (#3889a) had similar design, incorporating the ten 

flags in a block.  The other eight were from North to South:  Estonia (#486), Latvia (#592), 

Lithuania (#796a), Czech Republic (#3236), Slovakia (#455), Slovenia (#560), Malta 

(#1160), and Cyprus (#1018).  The one exception, Poland, used a very different design, but it 

also included all ten flags (#3721).  A few other countries commemorated the event, with 

stamps or souvenir sheets including the flags, such as Belgium (#2005), Netherlands 

(#1171f), and Portugal (#2649 and #2650).  The German Post Office issued a stamp showing 

ten bowling pins with national colors and designs (#2289) on the occasion. 

 

Finally, a very interesting category of Hungarian flag stamps.  Vásárhelyi Gyula László, later 

known as Julian Vasarhelyi, fled Hungary in 1956 in the middle of his studies at the 

Hungarian Academy of Fine Arts.  Eventually, he restricted his work to designing stamps for 

countries around the world.  Especially in the 1990s, he designed a variety of internationally 

and sport-themed stamps and found a way to include the Hungarian flag, either somewhere in 

the background, or in a few cases, on the jerseys of the athletes in the main design.  

According to Wikipedia, he designed close to 7500 stamps between 1963 and 2012, issued 

by countries from Aitutaki to Zil Eloigne Sesel.  He died at the age 84, in 2013.  The 

Hungarian Wikipedia quotes Bélyegvilág “Wherever he could, he placed Hungarian motifs 

and references on his stamps; he combined the red, white, and green colors (sails, ribbons, 

sunshade, jerseys of soccer players, frames of souvenir sheets); wherever flags or coats of 

arms were called for, one can find the Hungarian one.”  At least, the following stamps belong 

in this “Hungarian flag” category:  Aitutaki (Cook Islands) #460, #463 and #519a; Antigua 

#384, #386 and #386a; Chad #344; Cook Islands #1109a, #1147, #1195 and #1196; 

Dominica #1201; Niue #624; Penhryn #450; and others, without a doubt. 

 

The Royal Crown is regarded by many Hungarians as 

emblematic of the country’s history and culture.  

Grenada Grenadines issued a minisheet of 10 depicting 

various capitals.  Budapest (Figure 6) is on #1719f (first 

stamp, second row), showing the Fisherman’s Bastion, 

St. Stephen statue, and the Royal Crown.   

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Grenada Grenadines #1719f 
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Some countries show the coat of arms introduced by the Communists after they overcame the 

Revolution of 1956, including North Vietnam #785; Russia #3719, #4306 and #5347 also 

contain this reminder of that period.  Interestingly, so does El Salvador #C521, a companion 

sheet to the one with flags mentioned above.  A very small image of the current coat of arms 

is on the jersey of the runner in Cook Islands #1109a, mentioned above; on Cook Islands 

#1147 it is placed on the flag, but oriented incorrectly (Figure 7).   

 

 
Figure 7: Cook Islands #1147 

 

We have a much shorter list of iconic buildings starting with the Parliament Building 

(Országház), which must be familiar to every fan of “Downtown Abbey” (unless one tunes 

out the Viking commercials).  The People’s Republic of China set already cited above has a 

second value (#498) with the image of the Parliament Buildings on a blue background 

(Figure 8).  Incidentally, this two-stamp set is the most valuable of all the ones in this 

collection, with a catalogue value of $115 in Scott 2016. 

 
Figure 8: People’s Republic of China #498 and #497 

 

The Parliament buildings can be seen on France #3986a 

and Cuba #2202, and again on Cuba #C280 (Figure 9), 

not once but twice, because it also shows a stamp on 

stamp, namely an old Hungarian Parliament stamp 

bearing the MAGYAR TANÁCSKÖZTÁRSASÁG 

overprint. 

 

 

Figure 9: Cuba #C280 
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Parliament is also stylized on the margin of Bulgaria #3104, a souvenir sheet honoring a 

conference in Budapest.   There is a tiny picture of Parliament on Yugoslavia #2101 as well 

(Danube conference again). The picture of Parliament is combined with a reminder of the era 

of Soviet domination, namely “Liberty” on Gellért Hill on Russia #4306 and again on #5347.  

 

The same statue is also seen on Russia #2903A, and on #3719, with a composite of Budapest 

landmarks.  France #3986b and Russia #5347 depict the Chain Bridge. A label on Mongolia 

#1027c shows a portion of the Elizabeth Bridge.  The French se-tenant block of four 

mentioned above is rounded out by the Royal Palace (3986c) and the Széchenyi Baths 

(3986d).  

 

The Dohány street Synagogue, for years 

the most prominent in Eastern Europe, was 

depicted by Israel on #1416, in a joint 

emission with Hungary (Figure 10: the 

Hungarian stamp [#3710] shows the 

building; the Israeli one a portion of the 

interior, but the selvage identifies the 

building, in Hungarian).    

 

Figure 10: Hungary #3710 and Israel 

#1416 

 

The Gazi Kassim Pasha Mosque in Pécs has been in continuous existence since 1546; today 

it is a Catholic church and is depicted on Turkey #2844, a joint emission with Hungary 

#3820.  It was not quite a joint emission, but Hungary (#3773) and Slovakia (#388) each 

issued a stamp on the same day to honor the reconstruction of the Maria Valeria bridge 

between Esztergom and Štúrovo (Párkány).  East Germany issued stamps on two occasions 

with pictures of monuments in Budapest (#1763 and #2636).  They are both supposed to 

represent war victims.  

 

The over 100 Hungarica stamps mentioned here are only a portion of those with Hungarian 

themes.  We shall return to other aspects of this topic in a future article. 

 
 

 
 
Editor - Since the original submission of this article, the author found these other stamps that 

depict the red-white-green Hungarian flag:  East Germany #1540, #2100, #2720; (Reunified) 

Germany #2138, Honduras #C565; Soviet Union #4676; France #3022, Georgia #398, and 

Guyana #4301. 
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HUNGARIAN POSTAL RATES FOR 2016 

 
Compiled by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 
 

New Hungarian Postal Rates 1 January 2016 

(simplified version) Domestic Europe Other Destinations 

 Non-priority 

8.- 

12.- 

2.- 

- 

- 

- 

Priority Non-priority 

8.- 

12.- 

2.- 

- 

- 

- 

Priority Non-priority 

8.- 

12.- 

2.- 

- 

- 

- 

Priority 

 Standard letter1 to 30gm 115.- 145.- - - - - 

 Standard letter1 to 20gm - - 305.- 340.- 355.- 395.- 

 Letter up to 20gm, non-standard - - 355.- 400.- 406.- 450.- 

2.370.- 

3.780.- 

110.- 

 Letter up to 50gm 150.- 200.- 460.- 515.- 530.-  590.- 

 Letter up to 100gm 225.- 280.- 740.- 825.- 855.- 945.- 

 Letter up to 250gm 260.- 355.- 1.240.- 1.375.- 1.435.- 1.505.- 

 Letter up to 500gm 470.- 600.- 2.075.- 2.265.- 2.385.- 2.570.- 

 Letter up to 750gm 765.- 960.- - - - - 

 Letter up to 1000gm 960.- 1215.- 3.595.- 3.845.- 4.130.- 4.365.- 

 Letter up to 1500gm - - 5.055.- 5.400.- 5.815.- 6.155.- 

 Letter up to 2000gm - - 6.285.- 6.720.- 7.240.- 7.660.- 

 Post Card 115.- 145.- 305.- 340.- 355.- 395.- 

 M Bag up to 5kg - - 6.745.- 6.365.- 7.680.- 7.680.- 

 M Bag over 5kg, per kg - - 900.-  900.-  1.030.- 1.030.- 

 E-mail notification 30.- - - 

 Domestic parcel up to 2 kg 1.290.-  - - 

 Domestic parcel up to 5kg 1.490.- - - 

 Domestic parcel up to 10kg 1.590.- - - 

 Domestic parcel up to 20kg 1.790.- - - 

 Collect on Delivery - 390.- 390.- 

 Registration  280.- 850.- 850.- 

 Certified/Tértivevény  190.- 425.- 425.- 

 Official Correspondence 340.- - - 

 “ delivered to addressee only 445.- - - 

 Deliver to addressee only 1.090.- 405.- 405.- 

 Declared value 425.- (up to 10.000Ft) 405.- for each 5.000Ft 405.- for each 5.000Ft 
 
Footnote: 
1 The “Standard Envelope” dimensions are 114 x 162 mm (minimum) and 110 x 220 mm (maximum). 

 

Information about the new postal rates was taken from the website of the Hungarian Post 

(posta.hu).  US$1= ~HUF 280.  The basic domestic postal rates show no increase for the first 

weight increment and small increases for higher weights.  Post card rates are the same as the 

first increment letter rate.  Rates to foreign destinations increased significantly, especially for 

the larger weight increments. 
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2016 NEW ISSUES 

The Year of Saint Martin of Tours 

Date of issue: 18 March 2016 

Face value: HUF 115 (domestic non-priority standard 

letter or postcard) 

Printing technique: offset and gold foil 

Number of copies: 240 000 

Perforated size of stamp: 40x30 mm 

Number of stamps included in the sheet: 50 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Produced by: ANY Biztonsági Nyomda Nyrt. 

Designed by: Barnabás Baticz 

 

In 2016, Magyar Posta is celebrating the 1,700th anniversary of the birth of Saint Martin of 

Tours with a commemorative stamp issue.  The design shows a depiction of the saint and text 

from the medieval codex the Pannonhalma Evangelistarium embellished with gold foil. 

 

Saint Martin was born in the town of Savaria (now Szombathely) in the Roman province of 

Pannonia in 316.  At the behest of his father, he joined the Roman army at the age of 15.  He 

was noted for his good nature and helpfulness, which set him apart from his fellow soldiers.  

One bitterly cold winter’s night he met a shivering beggar at the gate of the town of 

Ambianum.  He slashed his own mantle in two and gave one half to the man dressed only in 

rags.  Not long afterwards, Christ appeared to him in a dream wearing the mantle he had 

given to the beggar and, as a result, at the age of 22, he was baptised and then became a 

monk in 339.  In 361, he founded his first monastery in Ligugé in Gaul.  In 371, he was 

chosen bishop of Tours and from then on devoted his life to preaching the gospel in Gaul.  

Even as a bishop he continued to live a simple monastic life.  He died in 397. The personality 

of Saint Martin links monasticism with pastoral service, Pannonia with Gaul, and the ancient 

and medieval worlds with the present day, and joins the people who come into contact with 

his memory.  He was a prominent saint in early and medieval Christianity and Géza, Grand 

Prince of the Hungarians, chose Saint Martin to be the patron saint of the country’s first 

Benedictine abbey, Pannonhalma, in 996. Source: szentmartonev.hu 

 

Széchenyi István 

Date of issue: 8 April 2016 

Face value: HUF 225 

(non-priority letter up to 100 g) 

Printing technique: offset 

Number of copies: 300 000 

Perforated size of stamp: 30x40 mm 

Number of stamps included in the sheet: 50  

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Produced by: Pénzjegynyomda Zrt. 

Designed by: András Szunyoghy Jr. 
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Magyar Posta is celebrating the 225th anniversary of the birth of Count István Széchenyi by 

issuing a commemorative stamp with a unique design which has the portrait of “the greatest 

Hungarian” as an island in the Danube River. 

 

Born in Vienna on 21 September 1791, he was the son of Count Ferenc Széchenyi and 

Julianna, daughter of Count György Festetics.  István Széchenyi was already a serving 

soldier by the age of 17.  He distinguished himself in the wars against Napoleon through his 

bravery and daring.  He travelled extensively in the Ottoman Empire, eastern and western 

Europe.  His journeys made him painfully aware of Hungary’s backwardness.  On his return 

home, he became an initiator and prime mover in the spirit of reform that characterized the 

1800’s.  Széchenyi is linked with countless developments, innovations and new departures: 

including the foundation of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, promoting steam shipping 

on the rivers Danube and Tisza, the building of the Chain Bridge over the Danube, 

supporting the construction of a railway network and the idea of unifying Buda and Pest into 

one city.  He accepted the portfolio of Minister of Public Works and Transport in the 

Batthyány government formed in April 1848.  Through his ideas, activities and influence, he 

was one of the creators of a new, modern Hungary.   Source: szechenyiemlekbizottsag.hu 

 

Fifth Anniversary of Hungary’s Fundamental Law  

 

Date of issue: 25 April 2016 

Face value: HUF 2,011 (block) 

Printing technique: the standard edition 

was produced using offset, UV, embossed 

and gold leaf printing 

Number of copies: 4 000 pieces each 

Perforated size of stamp: 40x31.5 mm 

Imperforate size of block: 105x75 mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Produced by: ANY Biztonsági Nyomda 

Nyrt. 

Designed by: Imre Benedek 

Photography by: József Hajdú 

 

To mark the fifth anniversary of the signing of Hungary’s Fundamental Law, Magyar Posta 

is releasing a black numbered standard edition and a red numbered crystal edition of a stamp 

block.  The stamp block will be overprinted with Hungarian inscriptions meaning 

“Hungary’s Fundamental Law is 5 years old” and “25 April 2016”.  The stamp block was 

made using embossing, twenty-three carat gold leaf and offset printing, and under UV light 

the inscription in Hungarian “May there be peace, freedom and concord” is visible. 

 

Hungary’s Fundamental Law is the country’s Constitution.  On 18 April 2011, the Hungarian 

Parliament adopted the new Fundamental Law, which was ceremonially signed by the 

President of the Republic of Hungary on Easter Monday, 25 April 2011.  The text of the new 

constitution entered into force on 1 January 2012.  Source: kormány.hu 
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Europa 2016: Think Green 

 

Date of issue: 6 May 2016 

Face value: HUF 305 (EU 

non-priority postcard and 

standard letter) 

Printing technique: offset 

Number of copies: 70 000 

Perforated size of stamp: 

40x30 mm 

Imperforate size of block: 

130x80 mm 

Paper type: gummed stamp 

paper 

Produced by: Pénzjegyomda 

Designed by: Doxia Sergidou  

 

Each year PostEurop, the Association of European Postal Operators, offers its members the 

opportunity of issuing EUROPA stamps on a common topic.  In 2016, the member countries 

will issue their stamps with the same design on the theme “Think Green”.  The stamp design 

was chosen in an international competition with a single entry from each country.  The 

design by the Cypriot graphic artist Doxia Sergidou won first place and is the basis for the 

stamps in all the issuing countries.  Hungary’s design, which can be seen in the margin of the 

miniature sheet, came an honourable third in the contest. 

 

89th Stamp Day: Szombathely 

 

Date of issue: 6 May 2016 

Face value: HUF 600 (domestic priority letter up 

to 500g), HUF 115 (domestic non-priority 

postcard and standard letter),  

HUF 145 (domestic priority postcard and 

standard letter) 

Printing technique: offset 

Number of copies: 30,000 blocks 

200,000 series (in sheets of 50 stamps) 

Perforated size of stamp: 30 x 40 mm 

External size of block: 90 x 65 mm 

Paper type: gummed stamp paper 

Produced by: ANY Security Printing Company 

Designed by: Barnabás Baticz 

Photography by: József Hajdú, Sándor Benkő 

 

Magyar Posta is issuing a commemorative series 

with two denominations and a stamp block with 

a surcharge to mark the largest festival of stamp 
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collectors, Stamp Day, which this year is being held in Szombathely between 6 and 8 May 

2016.  The main motifs of the numbered block with a face value of HUF 600, plus a HUF 

300 surcharge, are a herm of Saint Martin and the capital of a Roman column.  In the frame 

around the stamp are some of Szombathely’s sights and treasures: the temple of Isis, the Holy 

Trinity statue, the heads of Roman emperors from the Emperors’ Stone, fine pieces from the 

Lapidarium and a fresco from the ceiling of the Bishop’s Palace.  The motifs of the HUF 115 

stamp of the stamp series are the funerary stele of the Sempronius family and a Roman scene 

showing Constantinus Chlorus proclaiming a law in Savaria after a victory. The statue of the 

Holy Trinity and part of the chancel of the Cathedral feature on the HUF 145 stamp. 

 

Szombathely, grew up on the site of the Roman town of Savaria.  Before the Romans, the 

area was inhabited in the Neolithic Period, the bronze age and the iron age.  Celts lived in the 

area of today’s city in the late iron age.  Under Roman rule, the town was named Colonia 

Claudia Savaria during the reign of the Emperor Claudius I.  It first flourished at the time of 

the Emperor Domitian when the first large building works started.  The Province of Pannonia 

was divided into upper and lower Pannonia while Trajan was emperor.  Septimius Severus 

was proclaimed emperor here, which favourably influenced the further development of the 

town.  Later, Constantine I attempted to halt the decline that had set in, but to no avail.  The 

empire struggled with increasingly serious internal and external crises.  The final blow to 

Savaria was an earthquake.  From the time of the conquest of the area by the Magyars until 

the 13th century, the town belonged to the archbishopric of Salzburg, and later became part 

of Hungary, as Queen Gisela’s dowry. Source: szombathelyapp.hu  

 

Hungarian Interchurch Aid is 25 Years Old 

 

Date of issue: 17 May 2016 

Face value: HUF 145 (priority domestic 

standard letter or postcard) 

Printing technique: Combination of 2 direct 

colour and embossed printing processes 

Number of copies: 250,000 – The sheets 

contain 50 stamps arranged tête bêche. 

Perforated size of stamp: 40x30 mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Produced by: ANY Biztonsági Nyomda Nyrt. 

Designed by: György Kara 

 

Magyar Posta is marking the 25th anniversary of the foundation of Hungarian Interchurch 

Aid by issuing a commemorative stamp.   Hungarian Interchurch Aid is one of the country’s 

largest charity organisations and also enjoys international recognition.  It was founded in 

1991 by Hungary’s historic Protestant and Orthodox Churches to enable the Churches to 

offer a professional helping hand to people in need throughout Hungary and the Carpathian 

Basin.  The organisation’s motto, which also appears on the jubilee cover is “Food for the 

starving, homes for the homeless, chances for the deprived!” 
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15th European Football Championship, France 

 

Date of issue: 3 June 2016 

Face value: HUF 340 (priority standard letter or 

postcard to European countries) 

Printing technique: 4 colour offset 

Number of copies: 200,000 (50 stamps sheet) 

Perforated size of stamp: 40x30 mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Produced by: Pénzjegynyomda 

Designed by: András Gábor Máté 

 

Magyar Posta is issuing a special stamp to mark the European football championship in 

France.  The European football championship is organised by the Union of European 

Football Associations (UEFA) every four years for the national men’s teams of the member 

associations.  The first finals were held in 1960, when it was known as the European Nations 

Cup. The name was changed to the European Football Championship in 1968.  Teams reach 

the final tournament after playing qualifying rounds.  The 15th European Football 

Championship was held in France between 10 June and 10 July 2016.  Hungary played at the 

European Championship for the first time in 44 years.  Hungary played its first match in the 

Group F against Austria in Bordeaux on 14 June winning 2-0, then fought Iceland in 

Marseilles on 18 June to a 1-1 draw and drew a 3-3 score against Portugal in the last group 

match in Lyon on 22 June.  This earned Hungary the right to the advance to the Round of 16 

“Knock-out” phase of the tournament, where they lost 4-0 to Belgium in Toulouse on 26 

June. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Randy Frank, Robert 

Lauer, Bob Morgan 

and Paul Richter at 

the SHP Booth (Photo 

Karoly Szucs). 

 

 



 

 

  
 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Starter collection of Hungarian stamps. Excellent for new or youth collector. Hand-made album pages 
in two binders from 1871 to 2000. Many complete used sets from 1950’s to 1970’s. Good assortment 
of singles and some sets prior to 1950. Very neatly mounted and lots of room for expansion!!! 
 
A bargain at $75, plus shipping (they fit in a USPS medium flat-rate box - $14.00) 
 
This album is owned by the SHP, so you would be contributing to our Treasury by buying this album. 
 
Contact:  Alan Bauer     

  PO Box 3024   
  Andover, MA 01810  

 
  Tel: 617-645-4045     
   
  email: alan.bauer@hungarianphilately.com      

 
  
 
 

 
WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 

 
Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Jim Gaul: 1920 Fawn Lane, Hellertown, PA 18055-2117 USA, email: 
terrynjim@verizon.net. You can set your starting price or consult with Jim to establish the 
same.  You can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of 
new acquisitions for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 
11 books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  
Orders and inquiries should be sent to:  

 
H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,  

e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 

 



 

 

 
 
 

2001 BÉLYEGNAP #74 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fifteen years ago, on May 25, 2001, Magyar Posta issued a pair of stamps to commemorate 
the 130th anniversary of the first Hungarian postage stamps printed in Hungary on the 

occasion of the 74th Stamp Day and the HUNFILA 2001 Stamp Show in Győr. 


