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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

by Alan Bauer  

 

The summer has come to a close and I hope all of you had an enjoyable one.  For me, other 

than work, I had some very nice time on the water, sailing for a week on Chesapeake Bay in 

Maryland and boating and fishing on weekends in Martha’s Vineyard.  Now, the fall has 

arrived and it is time for some serious stamping.  

 

For those of you who are not aware of MAFITT, it is the premier research organization for 

Hungarian Philately.  We have several of our members who are also members of Maffit.  They 

are Csaba, Lyman, Bob Morgan, Alan Hoover, Bill Hedley, Jan Jaap de Weerd, Martin Rhein, 

Paul de Leeuw van Weenen, Steven Arato, Gabor Visznyovsky and myself.  I hope I haven’t 

missed anyone.  We are very pleased to have as a new member, Karoly Szucs, who is their 

Secretary.  

 

I am honored to have been asked to prepare a paper for them on the history of our Society and 

I will be presenting it to them in person in Budapest next spring.  I will be doing my research 

over the next few months and would love to get inputs from our senior members of the society 

about the early years.  Along these lines, I would like to thank Robert Bosco, who donated his 

collection to us.  Included in the collection were many covers related to the early years of the 

SHP and our participation in some of our earlier shows.  That should provide me some good 

fodder for research.  Once the paper is complete, we’ll publish it in one of the issues of next 

years’ news.  Please take a look at the Maffit website which can be found at  

http://www.mafitt.hu/fooldal/index.html. 

 

On another note, I’d like to provide you with the results of the member survey that was sent 

out at the beginning of the summer.  We had some good responses and suggestions, with 21 

members overall responding to the survey.  The two logos that received the most votes were 

#1 (the current SHP logo) at 9 and the one submitted by Wes’ daughter at 7.  It was also 

suggested that a combination of the two with the crest and the lettering in #2 be created.  We 

will be discussing that in a Board meeting at the end of September.  As far as the on-line 

Newsletter, there were 9 of the 21 members in favor of it, so we will look seriously at providing 

that option to the members and will be discussing that also in the Board meeting.  We will not 

eliminate mailing out the hard copy, so don’t worry about that ever going away.  

 

Let us welcome Wally Green as our new webmaster.  He has been helping us add content to 

the website and now has accepted the challenge of being our webmaster, thank you, Wally.  

He’ll introduce himself in the Webmaster Report, so please take a look.  Besides adding more 

content, we’ll be looking at other enhancements for our website including the most popular 

suggestion, which is a member trading board.  More to come later. 

 

Enjoy the fall and as always …………………………………………… Happy stamping 

……………………………….… Alan 

 
 

http://www.mafitt.hu/fooldal/index.html
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KUDOS 

  
At the September SEAPEX in Seattle, Washington, Lyman Caswell exhibited two of his 

collections: “Hungarian Postage Dues of the Pengo-Filler Period, 1926-1945”, which won a 

Gold and “They Came to America”, which received a Vermeil.  Congratulations Lyman! 

 

One of our members from the Netherlands, Johan Sevenhuijsen has become the editor of the 

the quarterly journal of the Vereniging voor Tsjechoslovakije Filatelie, the Dutch society for 

Czechoslovak philately.  Hopefully Johan has as much fun with this as your Editor is having 

with this publication! 

 

   
 

THE WEBMASTER’S REPORT 

 

by Wally Green 

 

Introduction 

 

Hello to you all.  Since I’m new to this job, I thought I’d give you all a brief introduction to 

myself.  My name is Wally Green and I have been a member of our Society for about 5 years.  

I collect 19th and 20th century Hungarian stamps, both perforate and imperforate.  I live in 

Seattle so I haven’t had the opportunity to meet many of our widespread members.  I hope to 

correct some of this failing through this column. 

 

I became Webmaster through the simple process of responding to one of our President’s calls 

for help to enter data on the website.  I am a retired Software Engineer so my skills fell right 

in with the website maintenance needs.  From there, the position has just sort of “grown” into 

taking the responsibility for the entire website. 

 

One of my goals for the website is to have it be more usable, both to attract new members to 

the Society and to reflect the needs of our current members.  If you have any ideas that you’d 

like to see, please drop me a note. 

 

 

What’s New on the Website 

 

It’s been a slow summer as far as the website is concerned.  We added pictures from the New 

York show together with links to Wydly, a stamp search engine.  Wydly allows you to search 

for a philatelic item over the entire Internet. 

 

The next time you are looking for a stamp, please try Wydly and let me know how your 

experience went.  Also let me know if you have any ideas that would help improve your 

experience. 
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Near Term Website Updates 

 

I have a number of scans of old newsletters and articles that Csaba Kohalmi was kind enough 

to provide me.  I’ll be sorting these out and uploading them for your usage within the next few 

weeks. 

 

Website Usage 

 

The summer quarter was also a slow time for website usage.  Overall usage for the months of 

June through August was down about 10% from the previous 3 month period.  This was 

generally true for all categories (total users, pages viewed, unique users, etc.). 

 

One oddity was observed.  The average session length for users from Russia was approximately 

17 seconds.  This is much lower than for any other geographical area.  It was true for the 

previous quarter as well.  I expect there may be some weird sort of hacking effort going on. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

 

THE RAMBLING RUMINATIONS OF YOUR EDITOR 

 

by Robert Lauer 

 

Long before I had the privilege of becoming the Editor of this august publication, I somehow 

had the good fortune to get included in the frequently lively, and always interesting, philatelic 

e-mail correspondence between Csaba Kohalmi, Alan Soble and Johan Sevenhuijsen.  As any 

reader of this journal is aware, Alan Soble’s enthusiasm for anything related to the “surviving” 

cancelers of the Kingdom of Hungary in the territories lost in the Treaty of Trianon knows few 

bounds.  In August, though, his mania for “survivors” took a completely unexpected turn. 

 

Question, Soble: A question on the correct use of the term “surviving canceller” or “survivor.” 

I’m sure all of you have seen cancels on the 1871-74/76 Ferenc Jozsef issue, both litho and 

engraved.  Some of these cancels were made by indigenous Hungarian cancellers.  However, 

some stamps were cancelled with distinctly Austrian-style cancellers (not defaced in any way, 

as far as I can tell). I imagine that these cancellers were used even after June 1871 just because 

they were available and indigenous cancellers had not yet been made (as in slovakia, 1918-

192X). I think these Austrian cancellers should qualify as “survivors.” I am not speaking here 

of the collecting area called “Austria used in Hungary”; all such stamps/cancels are pre-1867. 

  

Answer, Csaba: The Austrian-style, mainly German language/spelling cancellers were 

ordered removed starting in 1867 when the Hungarian post became independent.  The process 

took some time since some of these devices were still in use when the 1871 stamps appeared.  I 

would not call them survivors, rather 'examples of a bygone era.'  I may be splitting hairs, but 

these devices were used in Hungary before and after the change in POSTAL 

jurisdiction.   Contrary-wise, cancellers that remained in use in Slovakia or Romania were true 

survivors of the changes in political as well as postal jurisdictions. 
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Answer, Johan: I agree you could call these cancels 'survivors', as in the case of Slovakia.  

There is a marked difference however: in 1871 it was not a question of creating a new country, 

but merely of an administrative separation of postal matters within the double monarchy, which 

otherwise went on as before.  There is political significance in this, of course, as postal identity 

can be linked to national identity (the Hungarian crown was present in the 1871 stamps, the 

name Magyar was only introduced in 1874).  Survivors of an administrative reshuffle vs. 

survivors of the historic collapse of the complete political landscape in Central Europe.  I see 

a difference, but no need to introduce different terminology, I feel. 

 

Soble: How’s this? Slovakian survivors = political survivors. Austrian survivors = (merely) 

postal survivors.  

 

Robert – I’m sure you have something interesting to add. May we hear from you? Hit “reply 

all,” please. 

 

All of which got me thinking, and not just because someone was demanding something semi-

coherent from me.   

 

In my never very humble opinion, the change in 1867 was far more fundamental than just a 

change in postal jurisdiction.  The "Compromise" that established the Dual Monarchy in 1867 

recreated the Kingdom of Hungary as an independent, self-governing political entity.  Hungary 

became a constitutional monarchy again with Franz Jozef as King and with a separate 

Hungarian government that was effectively responsible to a Hungarian parliament and which 

had jurisdiction over all matters within its boundaries.   The link between the Austrian half of 

the Empire and the Kingdom of Hungary was the person of the Hapsburg Emperor/King of 

Hungary.  The areas of Defense, foreign affairs and customs, the so-called "Pragmatic" matters 

(which would ultimately include the administration of Bosnia & Herzegovina), were delegated 

to a joint Council of Ministers composed of the joint Ministers of Finance, Defense and Foreign 

Affairs, as well as the Austrian and the Hungarian Prime Ministers.  It was this Hungarian 

"sovereignty" that made the decennial renegotiation of the Compromise such a painful process 

for the Austrians.  The creation of the Kingdom of Hungary in 1867 marked a very real and 

fundamental change in political jurisdiction.  From a postal history perspective, I do not see 

much difference between the replacement of Austrian stamps, postal stationary and cancelers 

after 1867 and the replacement of Austrian and Hungarian stamps, postal stationary and 

cancelers after the creation of Czechoslovakia in 1918.   

 

There is a parallel to Canadian history here.  On July 1, 1867, Canada became a "self-governing 

Dominion" within the British Empire, with sole jurisdiction over all matters except defense 

and foreign affairs, though our final court of appeal remained the British Privy Council.  And 

while we remained part of the British Empire and did not get sole jurisdiction over these 

matters until the 1930s, it is tough to find anyone to argue that Canada did not get its 

"independence" from Great Britain with Confederation in 1867.   
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Answer, Csaba: I paged into Volume 6 of the Monográfiája regarding Austrian 'survivor' 

cancellers at the time the Hungarian post became independent.  There were roughly 4,500 

Austrian made devices in use in 1867.  Only two new ones came into use in 1867-68; but the 

old ones were modified to remove the German town names.  Only in 1870 did new 

domestically manufactured cancellers start arriving at Hungarian post offices. 

 

Needless to say, I am encouraging Alan to come up with more on the use of "Austrian 

Survivors" in post-1867 Hungary for a future issue of The News. 

 

In a slightly different vein, Alan sent me a scan of this 

“survivor” from the Visszatért era on a couple of 

Romanian stamps.  According to the section on 

Romania in the Stanley Gibbons “Balkans” 

catalogue, these 11 Lei stamps were issued on 

December 1, 1943 as part of a set of definitives for 

the years 1943-45.  The next set of definitives was 

issued in March 1945.  The postmark is from a Postal 

Agency canceler for Alsótótfalu, which the 

Monográfiája indicates was put into service in 1942.  Alsótótfalu is now the town of Sârbi in 

Romania, which is roughly 20km northeast of Nagyvarad (Oradea) and located in the part of 

the Romania that was returned to Hungary in 1940 under the Vienna Award.  The area was re-

conquered by Soviet/Romanian troops between September 24th and October 12th 1944.  So 

the use of this “survivor” would likely have been somewhere between say November 1944 and 

March 1945. 

 

Before I leave the field to the rest of the contributors to this issue of The News, I would like 

to heartily thank Alan Soble, Csaba and Johan for their contributions to these ruminations; Bert 

Nussbaum, Johan and Martin Weise for their letters; Alan Soble for his thoughts on Johan’s 

article on “Czechs in Hungary 1919” in the last issue of The News; Csaba for his primer on 

Hungarian imperforate stamps; and Derick Pasternak for the second installment of his series 

of articles on collecting “Hungarica”.  Putting this last article together for The News was a real 

education for me; I had no idea that so many of the people he mentions in the article were in 

fact Hungarian!  
 
 
 

LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT 

  

I hope all is well!  Being a new member of the SHP, I have some thoughts I would like to 

share with you: 

 

1.  Most of the Journal articles, while very interesting, seem to be "way over my head" in 

terms of understanding as I am a new collector of Hungarian stamps and I assume that there 

might be others like me who would very much enjoy articles that would let those new to this 

collecting area learn about the history of Hungary and the "dos and don'ts" of collecting 

Hungarian stamps.  For example, “hyperinflation” is a new term for me which I do not 

understand.  Perhaps a "beginner's column" or an article in each issue dedicated to novices 
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like myself. 

 

I would love to see advertisements related to the purchase of Hungarian stamps.  I am 

presently buying my stamps from a dealer in Hungary and would welcome other sellers to 

see if I am paying what I should. 

 

3.  I have no problem with the sharing of e-mails of members.  You may surely share mine 

with others or in publication. 

 

All the best! 

Bert Nussbaum 
 

Editor - Believe it or not, I was in the same bewildering place you are now less than a decade 

ago, when I started to collect Hungarian stamps.  I too remember reading through the first 

couple of issues of The News and thinking "Wow! These folks are in a different league".  So I 

understand where your head is at.  So here are a couple of suggestions.  The Hungarian 

Philatelic Society of Great Britain has a great library of articles which are listed on their 

website and their Librarian, Charlotte Standing is great.  She sent me a whole bunch of 

articles that I was interested in.  If you read Hungarian, get yourself a copy of MBK; if not, 

get yourself a copy of the Stanley Gibbons Catalogue "Austria and Hungary".  An older 

edition will do and you can probably pick one up on ebay for a reasonable price.  It has a lot 

of info in it that the Scott Catalogue does not have.  Hopefully, Csaba’s article in this edition 

of The News on Hungarian imperfs is helpful on this front.  I asked Csaba to put this article 

together because I was confused! 

 

One thing that I did when I joined the SHP, was I e-mailed Csaba, our previous editor, with 

any questions that I had (some of them were really basic) and he would publish the answers 

to them in the next issue of The News.  I haven't done that over the last year and a half, 

because no one has sent me any questions.  However, I would love to revive a Q&A column 

in The News to answer questions that new collectors have.  If I don't know the answer, I will 

find someone in the Society who does.  So please send me any questions you have!!! 

 

You are quite right that we should have available way more basic info on collecting 

Hungarian stamps.  The current "An Introduction to Hungarian Philately" that we have on 

the website is woefully inadequate and needs to be seriously expanded.  This is something 

that I would like to take on, but I just have not yet had the time to focus on it. 

 
 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

 

Opening my new copy of The News yesterday I was pleasantly surprised by the article on the 

Wenden republic.  It does of course tie in very nicely with my previous work on the cancels in 

use in Prekmurje in 1919-21.  I had come across the Republic, proclaimed in Muraszombát, on 

May 29th, but not this one. 
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I have looked through the 1919 Donaupost (a wonderful contemporary source) to find any 

reference to these overprints, but could not find any.  As you will have seen, Chris Brainard 

does not list or mention them either. 

 

It must have been a very local operation and I can even imagine the story was cooked up to 

make the begging campaign for saccharin.  I wondered why this specific request.  The answer 

found in the Wikipedia article on saccharin: "Although saccharin was commercialized not long 

after its discovery [in 1879], until the sugar shortages during World War I, its use had not 

become widespread."  Saccharin was commercially available as a sweetener and much less 

heavy and voluminous to send than sugar. 

 

The text on the card is somewhat enigmatic and you did a good job at translating it.  I agree, 

spelling mistakes and lack of interpunction make it difficult.  An alternative translation of the 

sentence on the Wenden republic: "In the beginning of July, the Wenden Republic was 

proclaimed here.  It lasted only 3 days, then the Reds have overthrown it. Stamps [of this 

republic] on the other side of the card."  There is no name, just "Herrschafts-verwaltung" as 

sender.  That can be translated as "Administration of the estate", meaning the Matzenau estate, 

which did indeed have its seat in Partosfalva.  Wikipedia (German) does confirm that count 

Matzenau used his influence to attach Prekmurje, and his estate, to the new SHS state.  At the 

time of the writing of the card (August 14th) the Reds had gone and the SHS troops were 

entering Prekmurje. 

 

All in all, another wonderful testimony of the turbulent times! 

Johan Sevenhuijsen 

 

As German is my mother tongue, I find it reasonably easy to transcribe old style German 

handwriting, including Suetterlin, into written modern German, or like in the case of the card 

from Csaba’s article on Wenden Republic, try and make sense of simple typed German from 

some 100 years ago. 

 

No.9    14 Aug(ust) 

Herrn Dr Ernst Dereant 

Wir sende n heute eine Ergebensheit Addresse an Pogacnik Praesidenten ab. 

Haben hier grosse Noth (=Not) an Lebensmittel(n). 

Bitte die Guete zu haben uns Sacharin zu besorgen, entweder unter Werth (=Wert) Brief oder 

in mehreren Briefen sicherheitswegen zu senden.      (“Sicherheitswegen”: for better security) 

Hier ward (=war, =wurde) anfang (=Anfang) Juli die Wenden Republik proclami(e)rt. 

Nur 3 tage lang dann haben die Rothen (roten) sie gestuerzt. (then the reds toppled it) 

Marken hievon (=hiervon) auf der Karte  

Hochachtend 

 

The lack of punctuation marks (fault on his typewriter?) is made up for by using capital 

letters at the beginning of each new sentence.  Noth, Werth, ward, Rothe are old style 

German, not spelling errors. 

Martin Weise 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
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A FEW QUESTIONS ABOUT "CZECHS IN HUNGARY IN 1919" 

 

by Alan Soble 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed Johan Sevenhuijsen's essay on the use of Czechoslovakian postal material 

in Hungary (The News of Hungarian Philately, vol. 72, no. 2 [April – June, 2016]).  Allow me, 

though, to express a few doubts that came to mind while I read and reflected on Johan's piece. 

 

The first concerns the probative value of the Sátoraljaújhely cancellations on the postal items 

shown in Figures 2 and 3.  Consider these types of cancel on a Czechoslovakian Hradčany 

made by a Hungarian canceller in 1919. TYPE A: "Zsolna" (or "Vágújhely," etc.) on a 

Hradčany.  This cancel would be made by a Hungarian surviving canceller applied in Zilina, 

that is, a provisional canceller employed during the period before the full nationalization of the 

post; the cancel would be placed on a new Czechoslovakian stamp in a territory that is 

definitely Czechoslovakian.  Such postal items, cards and stamps, abound.  (What do not 

abound are surviving cancellers with the Crown of St. Stephen excised.)  TYPE B: "Miskolcz" 

on a Hradčany.  This cancel (assuming it is genuine and not a joke or spoof of some sort) would 

be made by a contemporary, regulation Hungarian canceller, not by a survivor; the Hungarian 

canceller would be used in Hungary on a stamp of an occupying nation. The distinction 

between the two types is clear.  What is not clear is whether the cancels or postal items in 

Johan's Figures 2 and 3 are Type A or Type B.  Only if they are Type B do the cancellations 

support Johan's view. 

 

Here's why the evidence is ambiguous.  Examine Johan's Figure 5: Sátoraljaújhely, in this map, 

is (correctly) smack on the border.1  I assume that the Ronyva stream was the "agreed border," 

so that Sátoraljaújhely was de facto split, in 1919, into two separate political units (anticipating 

the de jure Trianon split).  If cancelled in the Slovakia part of the town, Johan's Sátoraljaújhely 

items are examples of Type A: uninteresting Hungarian surviving cancellers provisionally used 

on Czechoslovakian stamps in Czechoslovakia. If the cancels were made in the (illicitly?) 

occupied Hungarian part of the town, Johan's Sátoraljaújhely items are examples of Type B: a 

regulation Hungarian canceller, not a survivor, used on a stamp of an occupying nation.  So, 

on which side of the Ronyva stream were the stamps cancelled?  Is there some evidence that 

settles this issue?  Maybe the Slovakian side, which is smaller than the Hungarian side, did not 

have a post office. 

 

This ambiguity makes less persuasive Johan's assertion that "Czechoslovak postal items and 

used stamps bearing cancels from the Hungarian side of the agreed border [is] evidence that 

those places were not only occupied by Czechoslovak troops, but that the postal system was in 

fact taken over by the Czech authorities" (p. 17). 

 

I have other reservations about Johan's view that "the postal system was . . . taken over by the 

Czech authorities."  The card displayed in Figure 3 is of Hungarian origin, not 

Czechoslovakian, which makes me wonder what "taken over" means.  The Czechs did not 

bring their own parcel cards or money orders and as a result had to go begging for Hungarian 

postal forms.2  Was there a Czech-authority prohibition of using Hungarian postal cards and 

stamps in the occupied towns?  I've started to search among my nearly uncountable early 
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Harvesters and Parliaments for stamps cancelled, by Hungarian cancellers, in the occupied 

towns mentioned by Johan (Miskolcz et al.), to gauge to what extent the "postal system" in 

these towns "was in fact taken over" by the Czechs.  Did Czechoslovakian personnel replace 

Hungarian postal workers for the delivery of mail or for selling stamps and accepting packages 

in the post offices?  On the basis of the cancels displayed by Johan, the Czechs did not even 

change the date format of the cancellers, which postal workers back home were doing to their 

stock of Hungarian survivors.  (See Johan's Figure 4.) "Taken over" may be a bit hyperbolic. 

 

What I find surprising (and literally incredible) is that the Czechoslovakian army, even though 

in a hurry (or anxious) to occupy Hungary, bothered to drag along, on this confrontational and 

dangerous military venture, sheets or panes of fragile Hradčany stamps.  (They were 

imperforate; they had to be neatly cut into singles.)  If the military wanted to permit or 

encourage soldiers to write home, it would have been more efficient to carry along a supply of 

inexpensive and simple-to-use Polní Pošta cards and some Polní Pošta cancellers (as in Johan's 

Figure 1).3  Why, while making war (not peace), would the Czech military pack up unnecessary 

adhesives alongside the rifles and ammunition (and, in effect, in place of extra ammunition)? 

The postage stamps were not intelligibly intended for the soldiers, who had the "portofrei" 

privilege.  So who was supposed to make use of these stamps, and for what purpose?  

Journalists who were covering the war?  Czech civilians who were hoping to permanently 

expand the border of Slovakia (cf. Israelis in the West Bank)?  Were the Hungarians living in 

these occupied territories compelled to use the Hradčany?  (Again the importance of finding – 

or not finding – Hungarian stamps cancelled during this period.)  It would be a step forward if 

the story of "Czechs in Hungary" eventually provided plausible answers to these questions. 

 

Hungarians dragging stamps and cancellers into southern Slovakia after the First Vienna 

Award is not an analogous situation.  The Czechs in 1919 had nothing like the nationalist and 

irredentist "Visszatért" programme to fulfill by marching into Hungarian towns close to 

Slovakia.  That role in WW1 was played largely by the Romanians, both militarily and 

philatelically. 

 

Notes 

 
1. "Under the Treaty of Trianon, Hungary lost its northern territories. The border was set at the Ronyva stream, 

splitting the city into two parts" (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A1toralja%C3%BAjhely). 

 

2. With a Czech stamp and a Hungarian indicium (on the other side?), this card would exhibit a mixed franking. 

 

3. The Czech military had access to at least K.u.K. fieldpost cards that were printed to be used in the Czech 

lands. (See the figure at the top of the next page.) The German inscription "Feldpostkorrespondenzkarte" could 

have been obliterated to destroy the connection between the new regime and the old. (This card is worth 

discussing in itself.) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Trianon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A1toralja%C3%BAjhely
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Editor – When I received this article from Alan for publication in The News, I was 

immediately intrigued by the question he raised as to whether the Sátoraljaújhely cancels in 

Johan’s article were from the Hungarian or Czechoslovak side of the town.  I checked the 

“Census of Territorial Post Offices” by Kvasnicka on the website of the Society for 

Czechoslovak Philately, which contains a listing of the Hungarian Post Offices that were 

transferred to Czechoslovakia in 1918.  Sátoralja Újhely was on the list; so, there must have 

been a post office in the part of the town that went to Czechoslovakia.  I conveyed this to 

Alan and he went rummaging through his copy of the Czechoslovak Monografie looking for 

confirmation.  He found none, not a mention, in any of the town’s numerous spelling 

incarnations.  Hmmmm… so, maybe there were no post offices in the part of the town that 

went to Czechoslovakia after all.  Looking at the strikes from the Sátoralja Újhely cancelers 

in Johan’s Figures 2 and 3, there is no large numeral in the bottom half of the canceler 

below the bridge to denote the number of the post office within the town/city in question, such 

as in the strike from the Pozsony 2 canceler on a Hungarian parcel card cutting below 

(Pozsony had 5 post offices at the end of the World War I).  The only conclusion that I can 

come to is that there was only one post office in Sátoralja Újhely at the time of Czechoslovak 

independence and that it was in the larger part of the town which remained in post-Trianon 

Hungary.  As for the reason for the usage of Czech stamps in these post offices, my guess is 

that when the existing stocks of Hungarian stamps ran out during the Czech occupation, the 

Czechs just supplied these post offices with Hradčany stamps.  Given the front line, it wasn’t 

as if these post offices could get any more Hungarian postage stamps from Budapest. 

 

 
 
 



The News of Hungarian Philately 

July – September 2016  11 

HUNGARICA – PEOPLE, PART I 

 

by Derick Pasternak 

 

This article on stamps depicting Hungarian people and others who influenced the history of 

Hungary is not a scholarly piece and is therefore not referenced.  Nonetheless, the author 

acknowledges the resources of Wikipedia (in English and Hungarian) as having been 

immensely useful in unearthing facts about the individuals mentioned.  Because the material 

covered is very large, this topic will be divided into three articles.  In this first article, we shall 

start with the creative and artistic: musicians, performing artists, and authors/poets, then 

moving on to historical figures.  In Part II, I will include scientists, sports figures, and other 

Hungarians on stamps.  The final article will cover those foreigners who influenced Hungarian 

history and other miscellaneous, perhaps surprising categories of Hungarica.  As before, 

catalogue numbers not otherwise identified are Scott 2016, while MBK refers to the Magyar 

Bélyegek Katalógusa. 

 

Hungarian Musicians and Artists 

 

Hungarian composers and musicians have been depicted on many stamps.  Whereas it may be 

debatable who the greatest Hungarian composer was, the philatelic world definitely favors 

Ferenc (Franz) Liszt, both a composer and a performer.  The earliest non-Hungarian Liszt 

stamp was issued by the German region of Thüringen, under Soviet occupation in 1946.  

Souvenir sheet (SS) #16N9 includes several stamps; one bearing his likeness and as well as 

stamps of others associated with Weimar, plus the German National Theater.  It was followed 

ten years later by Poland on #B106, together with Chopin.  Not a joint issue, but the same year 

Hungary featured the same two composers and piano virtuosi on the se-tenant #1169a (MBK 

#1540-41).  Then came Austria (#674), East Germany (#570-73), and the Soviet Union (#2536) 

on the 150th anniversary of Liszt’s birth (in 1961).  In 1973, East Germany issued a set of 

famous artists who lived in Weimar.  Liszt and a picture of his home there are on #1476.  

 

Twenty-five years later, Austria again commemorated Liszt’s 

birth (#1371), joined by Albania with a stamp and SS (#2205d 

and #2206), West Germany (#1464), Mexico (#1459), and 

Monaco (#1549).  North Korea issued a SS of 6 musicians and 

composers in 1987, including Liszt (#2623d), then Cuba in 

1997 (#3855), Portugal in 2000 (#2344b), and Mozambique in 

2002 (#1602b), none of them particular anniversaries.  It was 

in 2011, on Liszt’s bicentennial that the floodgates really 

opened:  Austria again (#2295), Bosnia [Serb Administration] 

(#437), Bulgaria (#4579, with a label and in a minisheet (MS) 

of stamps and 3 labels), Comoro Islands (#1039 MS), 

Germany (#2607),  Guinea (in 2011, but Scott 2016 listings stop in 2003!), Luxembourg 

(#1322), Macedonia (#575), Mali (in 2011, but Mali listings in Scott 2016 stop in 2010), 

Moldova (#737), Monaco (#2652), Mozambique (#2235, in a MS of 4 and #2251 in a SS), 

Peru (#1799), Serbia (#555), and the Vatican (#1438).  São Tomé & Principe is most recent, 

in 2013 (#2603). 

Figure 1: Austria #1371 
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Stamps showing Béla Bartók make up a more modest collection.  Mongolia issued a Bartók 

stamp in 1981 (#1219), as part of a set on composers.  Slovakia #210 honors him as well.  

Grenada Grenadines included him on a MS of 9 (#1865a) and Lesotho on #535, in a set on 

famous emigrants.  Portugal also represented him, among other composers on #2344b and 

Belgium on #1780p, as part of a MS on the 20th Century.  The Romanian se-tenant (#4838a-b) 

and SS (#4838c) depicting Bartók and the Romanian composer Gheorghe Enescu were joint 

issues with Hungary in 2006 (Hungary #3989-90, MBK #4851-52).  Hungary also issued a 

memorial sheet with both countries’ stamps on it. 

     

On the lighter side of music, the operetta composer Ferenc Lehár was twice commemorated 

by Austria (#1084 and #1767).  Lehár’s “The Merry Widow” had an Austrian stamp of its own 

(#875), as part of a set on comic operas and operettas.  Imre Kálmán also rated an Austrian 

stamp (#1226).  

   

Performers have been represented on 

United States stamps as well.  In 1997, 

a MS of 8 conductors appeared 

(#3165a), of which two (#3160 and 

#3161) showed György (George) Széll 

and Jenő (Eugene) Ormándy, 

legendary for directing the Cleveland 

and Philadelphia Orchestras, 

respectively.  They worked in an era 

when the USA was literally awash with Hungarian conductors, but the others have not been 

memorialized.  

   

A Hungarian painter, Jakab Bogdany (active in England in the late 17th and early 18th 

Centuries) had two of his paintings of birds reproduced on Gambia #2307 and #2309d, the 

latter a component of a MS of 9 (#2309).  The better known Mihály Munkácsy can be found 

on Luxembourg #942-43, as well as on Soviet Union #3624.  Victor Vasarely (Vásárhelyi 

Győző) was a pioneer of OpArt after emigrating to France; Cuba (#1261) and Yugoslavia 

(#1830) have issued stamps with his art on them.  

                    

 

     

 
Figure 4: Yugoslavia 
 #1830  

Figure 2: USA #3160 and #3161 

Figure 3: Luxemburg #942 
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A statue by Alajos Stróbl is on Slovakia #704, which was issued 

recently.  Another plastic artist, Endre Nemes was born in 

Pécsvárad, Hungary, but moved to the part of the country that 

became Czechoslovakia.  Being Jewish, he fled to Sweden, where 

he became a citizen and did most of his work.  The Czech Republic 

(#2995), Slovakia (#255) and Sweden (#2199) recognized him on 

a joint issue. 

  

Gyula Halász was a Brassó-born Hungarian, who emigrated to 

France and used the name Brassaï on his photographs.  France 

issued a stamp in his memory in 1999 (#B692 and part of booklet 

#692a).  Another Hungarian-born photographer, Andor (André) 

Kertész had one of his photos reproduced on a USA MS of 

photographs in 2002 (#3649r).  Gábor Szilási, born in Budapest in 

1928 (a 1956 refugee), still lives in Canada; some of his 

photographs are seen on Canada #2627b, #2631 and #2632a. 

 

Music, painting, sculpture, photography are universal languages, whereas the performing arts 

and literature are language specific.  Therefore, it may be surprising that some performers, 

authors, and poets are included in our listings.  When it comes to dramatic performance, Béla 

Lugosi would not be the first Hungarian to come to mind.  Yet, because of his association with 

the character of Dracula, he has appeared on the stamps of three countries, Chad #773B, a MS 

of 9, #773C, a SS, and #808g, again part of a MS; Sierra Leone #2034g, as part of a MS as 

well as a SS with Boris Karloff (#2015); and United States #3169 as part of the MS of 20, as 

well as a strip of 5 (#3172a).  Tony Curtis (Bernát Schwartz, born in America of Hungarian 

parents) can be found on a MS of 8 from Mozambique (#2151), as well as on a SS by himself 

(#2158). 

  

The director of the classic movie Casablanca, Michael Curtiz (Manó Kertész Kaminer) is seen 

on Nicaragua #2021j, part of a MS of 12, commemorating 20th Century cinema.  Mali #724b 

shows George (György) Cukor, another American-born son of Hungarian Jewish emigres.  

There have been literally dozens of other Hungarian Hollywood 

personalities since the 1920s; some may yet appear on stamps.  

 

Being a magician is also a performing art, though not language 

specific.  Harry Houdini, born Erik Weisz in Budapest, certainly 

reached the peak of that profession.  The United States, where he 

lived after age 4 or so, honored him in 2002 (#3651); so did 

Grenada Grenadines (#2171) two years earlier and Chad (#807f). 

 

 

 

 
Figure 6: USA #3651 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Sweden #2199 
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Hungarian Poets and Authors   

 

Two of our poets rated foreign stamps.  Sándor 

Petőfi was pictured on Romania #B411 as part of its 

commemoration of the revolutions of 1848 

throughout Europe and on Soviet Union #2268.  

Endre Ady , who was born in Érmindszent (today 

AdyEndre), is on Romania #1191.  

  

The Nobel Prize winning Elie (Eliézer) Wiesel was 

born in Sighet, in Romania.  Still, perhaps because it 

was part of Hungary from 1940 to 1945 

(Máramarossziget) and he was deported to 

Auschwitz (Buchenwald) from there, the label of the 

Hungarian Nobel Prize se-tenant of 1995 (#3514, MBK #4317) claims him among the 

Hungarian recipients of the award.  Thus, we shall claim him here as well.  He was the author 

of over 50 books, none though written in Hungarian.  Perhaps the most famous one is Night 

(Le nuit in the original French) about his experience as a teenager in the camps.  He may be 

seen on Antigua #1947, Barbuda #1581, Gabon #803h, St. Vincent and the Grenadines #2726g, 

and Sierra Leone #1845g.   His visit to Buchenwald in 2009 was the subject of Gambia #3211, 

which also shows US President Obama and German Chancellor Merkel.  Edna Ferber, the 

American offspring of a Hungarian Jewish father, was a writer commemorated on USA #3433 

and #3434. 

  

Theodore (Tivadar) Herzl, born in Pest, is known throughout the world 

as one of the fathers of the Zionist idea.  He was also an author; his 

book on the subject is reproduced on a joint issue by Austria (#1960), 

Israel (#1566), and Hungary (#3903) in 2004.  Not surprisingly, Israel 

has been particularly prolific in commemorating him, starting in 1951 

and as recently as 2010, the 150th anniversary of his birth (#51, #86, 

#183, #695, #922-30, and #1817).   São Tomé & Principe depicted him 

on a History of Israel minisheet (#2140); Uruguay on #1673.  His 

colleague, Dr. Max Nordau, also born in Pest as Simon Maximilian 

Südfeld (Israel #714), was a physician, writer, and literary critic before 

he joined Herzl as a leader in the World Zionist Congress.  

 

Ödön von Horváth was born in Fiume (today Rijeka in Croatia), was 

educated in Budapest and Pozsony, but eventually graduated from high 

school in Vienna.  Although his native language was Hungarian, he 

wrote novels and plays in German.  Being anti-Nazi, he emigrated to Paris, where he died in 

an accident at the age of 37.  Austria issued #1432 on the 50th anniversary of his death. 

  

Joseph Pulitzer was born in Makó, but immigrated to the US and served in the US Army.  He 

became a journalist, writing in a German language publication in St. Louis, before he grew to 

be a famous publisher, memorialized in the several Pulitzer Prizes awarded each year.  United 

States #946 pictures him, as does Turks and Caicos #664.  

Figure 7: USSR #2268 

Figure 8: Israel 

#1566 
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Hungarians in History 

 

Hungarian historical personalities have also made it to foreign stamps.  

Hungarians consider Attila as a national hero, even if as the “scourge 

of God” he is reviled in all of Western Europe.  Vatican #150 and #152 

show him with Pope Leo the Great.  St. Stephen (Szent István), the first 

King of Hungary, may be seen on Vatican #513-14, issued at a time 

when relations between the Vatican and Hungary were not exactly 

friendly.  St. Ladislas (Szent László), was King of Hungary in the late 

11th Century.  His robe (palást) is depicted on a Croatian SS (#E532), 

which has two stylized individuals on the rim – perhaps one of them is 

the king himself.  The last descendant of Árpád who merited foreign 

stamps, was King Béla IV, who issued a Golden Bull commending his 

Croat subjects’ victory over the Tatars in 1243.  Croatia 

commemorated the 700th anniversary of event in 1943 (#B28) and 

again, 50 years later (#142).  

  

After the death of the Árpád dynasty’s last king in 1301, several claimants appeared for the 

Hungarian throne.  One of them will be mentioned in a later article.  Eventually I. Károly 

(Charles I., Caroberto) of Anjou became the undisputed ruler.  His coronation is depicted on 

an art stamp of Slovakia (#605).  Máté Csák was not a king, but wielded almost as much power 

during the last years of the Árpád dynasty and the start of the reign of Charles I.  He bore arms 

both in support of and in opposition to the kings.  Because of his opposition, Slovakia looks to 

him (by the name of Matouš Čak) as a progenitor of their independence and issued a stamp is 

his honor (#592).  Ultimately, Charles I prevailed over Csák’s allies and broke his power in 

the Battle of Rozgony (now Rozhanovce); it is remembered on its 700th anniversary on 

Slovakia SS #641. 

  

Louis of Anjou (Nagy Lajos), King of Hungary, became King of Poland as well and was 

succeded in Poland by his daughter Jadwiga (Hedvig), who was born in Buda.  Queen Jadwiga 

then married Jogaila of Lithuania, who converted to Christianity and eventually became the 

ancestor of the Jagiellonian kings of Poland, Hungary, and Bohemia.  Queen Jadwiga can be 

seen on Central Lithuania #38, Poland #322, #339, #1230, #3309, and #3516, as well as 

Vatican #436.  Her husband’s son, Wladislaw III (I. Ulászló of Hungary) died fighting the 

Ottomans in the battle of Varna, in 1444.  Poland (#3310) and Bulgaria (#281-85, #2275, and 

#4698) issued stamps in his honor, the latter country repeatedly commemorating the battle on 

its soil. 

In the meantime, Jadwiga’s older sister, Mária, was crowned reigning 

Queen of Hungary and married Sigismund of Luxemburg, who was 

King of Hungary and Bohemia before he became Holy Roman 

Emperor.  Luxemburg #B92-97, Guinea #1824 (part of the 

Millennium 1300-1400 MS) and a Czech Republic stamp (#2982) 

include his likeness.  Czechoslovakia #2618 shows the Sigismund gate 

in Bratislava. 

 

 
Figue 10: Czech Republic #2982 

Figure 9: Vatican 

#513 
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The independent Kingdom of Hungary lasted only until the mid 16th century.  Two historical 

figures from this era merit international stamp recognition.   János Hunyadi was a renowned 

soldier, who accompanied Ulászló to Varna and went on to fight the Ottomans, culminating in 

his victory in the Battle of Belgrade (Nándorfehérvár).  The noontime ringing of churchbells 

was established by the Pope in commemoration of the victory.  Some of the Bulgarian stamps 

already mentioned (#281-85) also honor Hunyadi, as do two issued by Romania (#347 and 

#1121), where he is known as Ioan or Iancu de Hunedoara or Ioan Corvin.   

 

His son became King of Hungary as I. Mátyás, 

shown on Slovakia #549, and as a stamp in the 

Millennium (1400-1500) MS by Gambia (#2180).  

Before that, in 1993, Belgium issued a stamp and a 

SS (#1474 and #1476) featuring a book (“codex”) 

from his library, which was, at the time, famous 

throughout Europe.  This was a joint issue with 

Hungary (#3385-86, MBÁ #4188-89).  His memory 

is also preserved in Prague’s Matthias Gate, on 

Czechoslovakia #1324. 

  

Until about 1700, Transylvania (Erdély), quasi 

independent under vassalage to the Ottomans, 

continued to nurse Hungarian culture.  Prince 

(Fejedelem) István Báthory was then elected King 

of Poland as Stefan Batory in 1576, after prolonged 

instability in that country.  He married the sister of 

the last Jagiellonian king to cement his legitimacy.  

Ruling for only ten years, he retains the reputation 

as one of the most successful kings of Poland.  That 

country issued four stamps in his memory (#325, 

#1750, #2322 and #3396). 

 

By the 17th Century, most of Hungary was under the rule of either the Habsburgs or the 

Ottomans.  These rulers, though they influenced Hungarian history, belong to another category, 

which we shall cover later.  A few foreign stamps commemorated those who struggled against 

these overlords, however.  Miklós Zrínyi (Nikola Zrinski) the Elder, who fought repeatedly 

against the Ottomans, was depicted on Croatia #294 and #298a as well as on Yugoslavia #1751 

as part of a painting of the battle at Szigetvár.   Two of Miklós 

Wesselényi’s co-conspirators against the Habsburgs in the 1660s were 

Croatian nobles, Petar Zrinski (Zrínyi) and Fran Kristo Frankopan 

(Frangepán).  Petar had very strong Hungarian connections, since his 

brother, Nikola (Miklós Zrínyi) the Younger considered himself 

Hungarian, composing poetry in that language.  Miklós the Younger is 

on Croatia #295 and again #298a.  Wesselényi, Petar Zrinski, and 

Frankopan were executed in 1670.  The latter two appear in two sets and 

a postal tax stamp from Croatia (#56-58, #296, #298, #298a, and 

#RA41) and on  Bosnia-Herzegovina [Croat Administration] #68a-b.  

Figure 11: Belgium #1476 

Figure 12: Croatia 

#RA41 
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Also rising against the Habsburgs was Prince Ferenc (Francis) II Rákóczy, grandson of Miklós 

Zrínyi the Younger.  After his defeat, he found refuge in Tekirdağ, Turkey (known as Rodostó 

in Hungary), which is shown on Turkey #2844.  

  

Probably the most famous Hungarian opponent of the Habsburgs was 

Lajos Kossuth, leader of the Revolution of 1848.  He, too, managed 

to flee after the Russian Tsar sent troops to defeat the Revolution.  

Two countries where he sojourned while in exile issued stamps in his 

honor: the United States (#1117-18) and Italy (#1979). 

 

 

Figure 13: Italy #1979 

 

 

 

Foreign domination of Hungary was briefly 

interrupted from 1919 to the early 1940s (Chad 

issued a SS in 2012 with Miklós Horthy on it, but 

its status is uncertain; Scott does not menton it), 

but then continued until the dissolution of the 

Iron Curtain in late 1989, an event in which 

Hungary was a major catalyst (we shall return to 

those stamps later).   

 

Figure 14: Chad Souvenir Sheet commemorating 

Miklós Horthy  

 

Imre Nagy resisted the Russian domination and paid for his patriotism 

with his life.  Greece #664-65 were issued in his memory about a year 

after his execution.  

 

Mention must be made of three communists on foreign stamps.  Béla 

Kun was the leader of the short-lived Hungarian Soviet Republic 

(Magyar Tanácsköztársaság) in 1919, after which he fled to Vienna, 

then the Soviet Union, where he fell victim of the purges in 1939.  The 

Soviet Union later decided that he had been unjustly killed, issuing a 

stamp in his memory (#5431).  Gyula Alpári was a journalist and 

functionary in the same Soviet Republic regime.  In exile, he was 

caught and executed by the Nazis in France.  East Germany issued a 

stamp in his memory (#B96), as part of a “Victims of Nazism” set.  

Somewhat surprising is the presence of Pál Losonczi, figurehead 

President of Hungary, on a stamp by Peru (#C459) in 1979. 

  

A final mention: Gábor Bródi, Hungarian Ambassador to the UN, is represented on Grenada 

#3663f, part of a set of 4 SSs memorializing Intenational Holocaust Day. 
 
 

Figure 15: Greece #665 
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A PRIMER ON IMPERFORATE HUNGARIAN STAMPS 

 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi  

(with invaluable assistance provided by Bob Morgan) 

 

An un-perforated (imperforate) variety of just about every Hungarian stamp exists from the 

first domestically printed issue in 1871 to 1991.  The Albertville Winter Olympics issue (Scott 

nos. 3325-3330) was the last official imperforate Hungarian stamp issue.  In the span of these 

120 years, there were a few stamps that did not have an imperforate counterpart, but these 

stamps are mostly overprinted issues. 

 

According to Bob Morgan, “when the new stamps were printed, they were always printed small 

quantities in imperforate format, some of which were deposited in the Stamp Museum; and 

some were passed out to ‘insiders’ and to visiting dignitaries.  The actual numerical value of 

‘small quantities’ is not known, but my educated guess is one or two sheets of each issue.  

Imperforate and/or trial prints (próbanyomatok) exist from the 1871 first issue to practically 

every new issue [through 1991].  Dr. Frater owned copies of the 1871 lithograph and engraved 

issues, the envelope-design krajczáros, onward.  Some were in sheets.  I filed away black/white 

photocopies of these (we were exchanging imperfs at that time).” 

 

In his article, Official Reprint Album of Hungarian Stamps, 1871-1890 that appeared in the 

January-March 1992 issue of The News, Ottó Gábor Schäffling discussed a frequently used 

method to ‘create’ imperforate stamps from that era for the philatelic marketplace: the 

cardboard paper that the stamps were printed on was thinned layer by layer to produce stamps 

with the proper paper thickness. 

 

Bob Morgan reiterated Ottó’s findings in the article, On Behalf of the Imperfs that was 

published in the April-June 1992 Issue of The News.  Bob identified four phases to help 

classify imperfs.  The first phase was the one discussed by Ottó above.  The second phase 

lasted between 1900 and 1945; the third, between 1946 and 1957; and the fourth, between 1958 

and 1991.  First, I’d like to add my own categories and then I will incorporate into these the 

points that Bob made. 

 

 Intentionally issued imperforate format stamps for normal postal use (1871-1989) 

 Accidental postal use of imperforate stamps when not intended to be used as such 

 Postally invalid imperforate stamps (Hungarian literature calls these fázisnyomat, i.e. 

examples of incomplete production) (1871-1957) 

 Intentionally issued imperforate varieties of normally perforated stamps with postal 

validity at face value (1957-1991) 
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Intentionally issued in imperforate format for normal postal use (1871-1989) 

 

No need to look hard: the first intentionally issued imperforate stamp 

for postal use was the 1871 lithographed newspaper stamp (Scott no. 

P1).  Every other newspaper stamp issued through 1922 belongs in this 

category.  (The newspaper tax stamps [Scott nos. PR1-5] were 

technically revenue stamps, so I will not include them here.)  We have 

to page through the catalog to 1939 and 1941 to find the next two issues, 

the 1939 Protestant Day souvenir sheet (Scott no. B109) and the 1941 

Artists’ Fund sheet (Scott no. B130).  These were followed in 1949 by 

the Pushkin sheet (Scott no. B206).  The 1949-1950 period saw several 

   emissions that also belong in this category: the U.P.U. (Scott nos. 859-

860, C63, C81), the Chain Bridge (861-863, C64-65), the Stalin Birthday (864-866), and the 

Bem Stamp Day souvenir sheet (C80) issues.  Each of these issues with the exception of the 

Bem sheet had normally perforated versions.  The next (and last) intentionally imperforate 

issue was the 1959 Haydn & Schiller sheet (Scott no. 1260). 

 

Accidental postal use of imperforate stamps when not intended to be used as such 

 

Many stamps that belong in this category are the 

result of freak or missing perforations and 

represent outstanding additions to any collection.  

The Handbook mentions the 3000K Large 

Madonna stamp (Scott no. 385) as being 

imperforate because of missing perforations in 

the top two rows of some sheets.  Also in this 

category are stamps that were cut from 

imperforate sheets distributed to post offices by 

mistake.  It is hard to compile and all-

encompassing list, but I will point of several 

examples.  The 10f and 25f values of the 1900 

Turul issue (Scott nos. 55/58) are know to have been used in Zagreb and Baja.  Similarly, the 

imperf 1909 30f Turul (Scott no. 77) has been found on parcel slips used in Temesvár.  (The 

stamps were separated by tearing.)  The 2P value of the 1926 Narrow Madonna issue (Scott 

no. 416) is listed as having been used in imperforate format.  There may be other examples, 

but I am not aware of any from the post-1945 ‘modern’ era. 

 

(There was a fair amount of pilferage of stamps by employees of the printing offices during 

the communist era.  Some of these stamps happened to be incomplete production [imperforate] 

and some were misprints destined for destruction.  Usually, sheets of printing rejects were 

invalidated by punching large holes across rows of stamps, but sometimes the punch left 

stamps undamaged.  The rejects represent a separate, sub-category.) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1871 Newspaper 

stamp, Scott P1 

Imperforate pair of 10f Turuls, Scott 

no.55, used in Dugoselo 
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Postally invalid imperforate stamps (Hungarian literature calls these fázisnyomat, 

i.e. examples of incomplete production) (1871-1957) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Left to right: Imperforate copy of the 1933 Boy Scout Jamboree stamp (Scott no. 485); imperforate 

flower stamp from 1950 [missing designer’s name variety] (Scott no. 909); Scott no. 613 looted from 

the State Printing Office after the end of the siege of Buda in 1945. 

 

In his 1992 article, Bob states that for the period 1900-1945 “four sheets of each issue were 

retained for archival purposes.  Except for a few imperf souvenir sheets which were issued for 

postal purposes [the 1939 Protestant Day sheet and the 1941 Artists’ Funds sheet qualify], 

none of these imperf were valid for postage.  These sheets were cut up and sold for hard 

currency by the new regime in 1945-46.”  The 30f stamp picturing the Holy Crown (Scott no. 

613) was looted in large quantities from the State Printing Office after the siege of Buda ended 

in February 1945.  Imperforate and oddly cut multiples of this stamp are easy to acquire. 

 

Bob describes the period between 1946 and 1957 thus: “During this time, small quantities [of 

imperforates] (2-3000) were produced and marketed for hard currency.  Again, these stamps 

were not valid for postage with the exception [of the examples noted in my 1st category].  [Also, 

it is difficult to ascertain the ‘official’ mark-up for these stamps.] 

 
 

 

 

 

Imperforate pair of the 2kr, black numeral, 

envelope design issue,  

Scott no. 23. 

Official reprint of the 1871 typographed 

newspaper stamp on kr watermarked 

paper (not valid for postal use) 
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Intentionally issued imperforate varieties of normally perforated stamps with postal 

validity at face value (1957-1991) 

 

For the period between 1958 and 1991, Bob states that “starting with the Television issues 

[Scott nos. 1181-1182], all imperfs became valid for postage, including some 1957 issues 

which were in ‘circulation’ at the time of the decree. … The government agency started 

charging four, five, later 8 to 10 times the face value for these issues.” 

 

This is exactly how I have interpreted the postal validity of imperforate Hungarian stamps:  

starting with the Television stamps, every new issue was valid for postage.  Postal validity was 

also extended to several ‘in service stamps’ (at that time Hungarian commemorative stamps 

remained valid for use for about one year after issue with the exception of definitive stamps 

that had a much longer service period).  These included all of the stamps issued in 1957 [with 

exception of the Stamp Day strip (C173-174)], the 1955 Occupations (Scott nos. 1116-1135) 

and the 1950-1953 Buildings.  

 

Initially, ‘organized stamp collectors’ (i.e., members of MABÉOSZ) were entitled to buy five 

sets of perforated new issues at face value and one set of imperforates at five times face value 

as a part of their membership privileges.  Unsold quantities of imperforates were regularly 

destroyed by burning, and the issue quantities listed in the catalogs were adjusted religiously 

in the interest of ‘preserving philatelic value.’  However, by the time the 1970s rolled around, 

the production quantity of imperf was increased greatly; thus, ‘killing the goose that laid the 

golden egg’ and turning collectors’ interest off.   

 

As far as marketing stamps abroad goes, the ‘free enterprise’ era ended with the established of 

the state controlled trading company, the Philatelia Hungarica in 1950.  Up until then, stamp 

dealers were able to skirt customs regulations and send Hungarian stamps out of the country 

in letters.  Similarly, collector’s ability to trade stamps ended with the establishment of 

MABÉOSZ in 1952.  All stamp trading went through the supervisory committee. 

 

The post office’s securities warehouse (Posta Értékcikkraktára) marketed new issues by 

subscription starting the 1930s up until the establishment of the Philatelia Hungarica, which 

took over that role.  We also know the source of their material.  I posed the question to Bob as 

to how that pre-1945 imperf found their way to the philatelic marketplace.   

 

His reply is as follows: “The major source was from the looting of the stamp museum.  It 

actually was two pronged: a) when the commies in 1945-55 decided that stamp collecting was 

‘bourgeois’ and found out it was worth money, they began selling the stamp museum inventory 

to raise money.  Needless to say, some more informed ‘insider’ characters grabbed the 

opportunity and bought most of that stuff (then sold them outside the country for hard currency 

and big profits).  The other part was actual looting from the stamp museum.  Shady times, 

shady characters, but otherwise none of that stuff would have been available to stamp 

collectors.”  
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Philatelia Hungarica also contributed to the semi-philatelic use of imperforate stamps as 

postage.  (This is the opposite of ‘real’ philatelic use when collectors placed entire imperf sets 

on overfranked covers.)  These were used randomly on shipment sent outside the country.  We 

assume that such imperf stamps came from broken or damaged sets and were not included the 

adjusted quantity numbers. 
 

Also, for promotional purposes Philatelia Hungarica sent first day covers with complete sets 

of imperforate stamps to a few prominent stamp dealers and philatelic publication editors in 

foreign countries gratis.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Imperforate stamp 

with postal 

validity: 1950 

U.P.U. issue, 

Scott no. C81. 

Imperforate 

stamps on flown 

first day cover 

from 1958: 

Brussels World’s 

Fair, Scott nos. 

C176//182. 
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Heavy airmail shipment by Philatelia Hungarica to Argentina from 1961.  The 

104gm envelope was franked with 69Ft’s worth of stamps that included the imperf 

exhibition set, Scott nos. 1396-99.  The foreign letter rate paid 1Ft +5x60f; 

registration 2Ft; airmail surcharge 21x3Ft. 

 

Philatelia Hungarica publicity imperforate first day cover mailing to the City Hall 

Stamp Company in Yonkers, NY of the 1989 Reptiles set, Scott nos. 3190-92. 

Reverse side of a Philatelia Hungarica first day 

cover from 1962 using an imperforate stamp 

issued in 1956, Scott no. 1167. 
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2016 NEW ISSUES 

 

Treasures of Hungarian Museums - Chess Museum, Pipe Museum 

 

Date of issue: 3 June 2016 

Face value: HUF 355 (other foreign 

non-priority standard letter or 

postcard)  

HUF 395 (other foreign priority 

standard letter or postcard) 

Printing technique: offset 

Number of copies: 60,000 of each 

Perforated size of stamp: 40x30 mm 

Imperforate size of miniature sheet: 

100x138 mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp 

paper 

Produced by: Pénzjegynyomda 

       Photography by: Tibor Jakab, 

       István Fűzi  

       Designed by: Barnabás Baticz 

Heves Chess Museum (Heves, Hunyadi u. 2) 

 

The Chess Museum opened on 24 February 1987, but the collecting its material began in 1958 

and continues to this day.  Approximately 100,000 visitors from over 50 countries have viewed 

the collection.  The oldest piece is a complete set from Seville dating from 1750.  Some of the 

collection’s special chess sets deserve mention such as the ivory set from Morocco, the 

sandalwood set from India, the ebony set from Tanzania, the Kyrgyz folk art, agate set with a 

marble table, a ceramic set and a set designed for blind chess players.  The collection also 

includes medals, memorial flags, as well as video and voice recordings, and world literature 

on chess. 

 

Ibafa Pipe Museum (Ibafa, Arany János u. 2) 

  

The Pipe Museum’s collection was created in the 1960s and pipes relating the history of 

smoking were mainly acquired by purchase.  The exhibition, which opened in 1968, has been 

re-arranged and modernised several times.  Carved pumice pipes, porcelain pipes, a copy of 

the “ibafai fapipa” (the wooden pipe of Ibafa, well-known from a popular tongue twister), 

tobacco holders, lighting devices, a variety of clay pipes made in different places, Chinese 

opium pipes, marvellous examples of wooden pipes with rustic carving, match holders and 

pipe stems are on view.  A unique piece is the large, turned wooden “social” pipe.  A few 

pieces are associated with famous historic figures such as Ferenc Deák and Count Mihály 

Károlyi. 

  

Source: hevesmuvhaz.hu, jpm.hu 
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House of Parliament V – The Façade 

 

Issued on: 8 June 2016 

Face value: HUF 200 (priority, domestic other 

letter up to 50 g) 

Printing method: 4 colour offset 

Number of copies: 50,000 of each stamp 

8 stamps and 1 label per miniature sheet 

Perforated size: 35x35 mm 

Imperforate size of miniature sheet: 128x128 

mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Photography by József Hajdú 

Designed by: Eszter Domé 

 

The Hungarian House of Parliament is one of 

the most beautiful public buildings in the 

world.  Since 2012, its special architectural 

features have been presented in a philatelic series.  The commemorative miniature sheet issued 

in 2016, as part of this series, contains eight stamps featuring the façade of the building through 

focusing on certain external details.  The eclectic Gothic revival building was built between 

1885 and 1904.  The first parliamentary session held in the half-finished building took place 

on 8 June 1896.  The 120th anniversary of this event is being commemorated by this miniature 

sheet.  The building was designed by Imre Steindl (1839-1902) and incorporates a number of 

different architectural styles and motifs: its layout is Baroque, the ornamentation of the façade 

recalls the Gothic world, while the ceiling decoration evokes the Renaissance.  The floor space 

of the building on four storeys approaches 18,000 square metres.  The dome, including the 

tower, is 96 metres high.    Approximately 40 million bricks were used in its construction and 

30,000 cubic metres of stone were carved to cover its surfaces.  Numerous statues, gargoyles 

and mouldings decorate the façade.  Ninety sculptures represent the great figures of Hungarian 

history. Source: latogatokozpont.parlament.hu 

 

Hungary’s Geological Treasures 

 

Date of issue: 8 June 2016 

Face value: HUF 115 (domestic non-priority 

standard letter or postcard), HUF 145 

(domestic priority standard letter or postcard), 

HUF 600 (domestic priority letter up to 500 g) 

Printing technique: offset 

Number of copies: 200,000, 80,000 block 

Perforated size: 40x30 mm  

Imperforate size: 90x60 mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Produced by: Pénzjegynyomda  

Designed by: Kálmán Székely 
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The design of the block features Late Miocene swamp cypresses from Bükkábrány, while the 

fossil of a member of the laurel family from Ipolytarnóc and Early Oligocene plants from 

Óbuda appear on the denominations of the set.  The latter shows a specimen of the fossil species 

Raskya vetusta in honour of the eminent Hungarian palaeobotanist Dr Klára Rásky (1908-71).  

 

The mummified remains of a swamp cypress forest were found 60 metres below the ground in 

an open-cast lignite mine near Bükkábrány in Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén county in July 2007.  It 

is thought that this area was a swamp cypress forest on the northern shore of the Pannonian 

Sea in the Late Miocene about 7 to 8 million years ago.  The cypresses were probably 30 to 40 

metres high when a sudden sandstorm or mudflow covered the lower part of their trunks to a 

height of 6 metres preserving them.  The Ipolytarnóc Fossils Nature Conservation Area is a 

world renowned early Miocene palaeontological site and a European Diploma protected area, 

which was buried in a volcanic catastrophe similar to Pompeii 17 million years ago.  Scientific 

investigations in the area began in 1836.  Its most important fossilised remains are the shoreline 

layer bearing sharks teeth, the enormous petrified trees of a subtropical forest, impressions of 

plants and the footprints of animals and fossils caught in the deluge of volcanic tuff.  Tard Clay 

formed in the Early Oligocene came to light in Óbuda while extracting clay for brick-making.  

Many varied specimens of fossilised plants typical of subtropical regions roughly 30 million 

years old were discovered, demonstrating the abundance and diversity of the vegetation that 

once existed in the area.  Source:nevezetesfak.hu; osmaradvanyok.hu; hu.wikipedia.org 

 

Jan Jessenius Was Born 450 Years Ago 

 

Issued on: 22 June 2016 

Face value: HUF 280 (priority domestic 

other letter up to 100 g) 

Printing method: Rotogravure 

Number of copies: 240 000 

Perforated size: 26.5x44.1 mm (stamp and 

label) 

Imperforated sheet size: 29.1x25.5 cm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Printed by: Poštovní tiskárna cenin Praha 

a.s. (PTC Praha) 

Designed by: Vladislav Rostoka and 

František Horniak 

 

 

The Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia are commemorating the 450th anniversary 

of the birth of Jan Jessenius by issuing a joint stamp and label with the same design.  Jan 

Jessenius was descended from the old Hungarian noble family of Jeszenszky from the village 

of Nagyjeszen in present-day Slovakia.  He was born in Breslau (today Wrocław) on 27 

December 1566, where it is thought that his father had taken refuge from the threat posed by 

the Ottomans to the family seat in the county of Turóc.  At the age of 17, he began studying 

medicine at Wittenberg University, then furthered his medical studies while also reading 

philosophy, first in Leipzig and, from 1588, in Padua.  In 1594, Friedrich Wilhelm, Duke of 
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Saxe-Weimar, appointed him professor of surgery and, a short while later, professor of 

anatomy at Wittenberg University, where he became rector in 1597.  In 1599, he was the first 

to perform a public dissection on a female corpse and in June 1600, he conducted a public 

dissection lasting four days in Prague, which attracted much attention.  In 1602, he was 

summoned to Prague University by the Holy Roman Emperor Rudolph II and appointed 

physician to the imperial court.  He continuously exchanged ideas on the movement of celestial 

bodies and the structure of the stars with several astronomers of the period.  Johannes Kepler 

devised his concept of refraction used in astronomical telescopes based on the experiments of 

Jessenius on the lens of the eye and the knowledge gained through his dissections.  During the 

reign of Matthias II, he retained his position as the court physician and, in the autumn of 1617, 

he was appointed rector of Prague’s Charles University.  In 1618, he became involved in the 

anti-Habsburg movement of the Czech Estates through his family and university contacts.  

After the defeat of the forces of the Czech Estates in the Battle of White Mountain, he was put 

on trial for high treason, condemned and executed on 21 June 1621.  His diverse works 

included historical and philosophical, as well as theological treatises.  His endeavours as a 

professor of anatomy and surgery brought a new spirit to the teaching of medicine. Source: 

Rezsabek, Nándor, ‘Orvosprofesszor és csillagász (Jeszenszky [Jessenius] János emlékezete)’ 

[Professor of Medicine and Astronomer (In Memoriam Jan Jessenius] in Evangélikus Élet 

2006/52.; Schultheisz, Emil, ‘Jeszenszky (Jessenius) János’ 

 

Youth Philately 2016: Fire Brigade 

 

Issued on: 22 June 2016 

Face value: HUF 150 (non-priority, 

domestic other letter up to 50 g) 

Printing method: offset 

Number of copies: 40,000 

miniature sheets 

Perforated size: 40x31.667 mm 

Imperforate size of miniature sheet: 

120x80 mm 

Printed by: Pénzjegynyomda Zrt. 

Photographs by: Central Museum 

of Disaster Management, Zsolt 

Mélykúti Dezső Rozgonyi 

Designed by: Ferenc Svindt 

 

The theme of the miniature sheet issued by Magyar Posta in 2016 with a surcharge to support 

youth stamp collecting is the fire brigade.  This new issue portrays three outstanding figures, 

inventions and vehicles from the history of firefighting in Hungary.  Károly Kőszeghi-

Mártony (1783–1848) was a General of Artillery and military engineer.  In 1829, Kőszeghi-

Mártony made breathing equipment that used compressed air intended to protect sappers while 

working to undermine fortifications.  Compressed air from the wrought iron air cylinder worn 

on the back flowed into the trunk-like mouthpiece of the goat’s skin helmet where the pressure 

prevented outside gases from entering, thus improving breathing conditions.  After filling, the 

equipment could be used for 30 minutes, and a specially designed air compressor enabled the 
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cylinder to be refilled on the spot.  Firefighters were also using this equipment by the mid 19th 

century.  This invention can be regarded as the forerunner of the compressed air breathing 

equipment used by miners, scuba divers and firefighters today.  Count Ödön 

Széchenyi (1839–1922) was the Chief Officer of the Budapest Fire Brigade and the first 

President of the Hungarian National Fire Brigade Association.  In 1862, Széchenyi learnt of 

the work of the first fire brigade in the world established in London.  Motivated by this, he set 

up a modern fire brigade in Budapest in 1868.  At first, the fire brigade operated as a voluntary 

organisation and then, in February 1870, a paid fire brigade of 12 men was established.  Count 

Ödön Széchenyi was the chief officer of both organisations.  In 1874, he travelled to Turkey 

at the invitation of the sultan to establish a fire brigade in Istanbul, where he remained until his 

death.  For his outstanding achievements, he was created a pasha in 1880 even though he was 

a Christian.  Kornél Szilvay (1890-1957) was the Chief Technical Officer of the Budapest Fire 

Brigade and acting Chief Officer after 1945.  While he was responsible for many inventions 

and patented technical innovations, his most notable contribution was his dry fire extinguisher.  

The last stamp in the series depicts the superstructure of the Heros Aquadux-X 4000 fire 

engine that was entirely developed in Hungary using modern corrosion-resistant aluminium 

and stainless steel.  The Firefighting Museum was founded in 1955, and became the Central 

Museum of Disaster Management on 1 January 2012.  The museum is located at Martinovics 

tér 12 in Budapest’s District X. Source: Central Museum of Disaster Management 

 

Games of The XXXI Olympiad, Rio De Janeiro 

 

Issued on: 7 July 2016 

Face value: HUF 115 (domestic non-priority standard letter or 

postcard, HUF 355 (domestic priority letter up to 250 g; Europe 

non-priority other letter up to 20 g; Other foreign non-priority 

standard letter or postcard) 

Printing method: offset 

Number of copies: 200 000 (50 stamps tête bêche and 5 bar codes 

per sheet) 

Perforated size: 40x30 mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Printed by: Pénzjegynyomda 

Designed by: Orsolya Kara 
 

This special set of two stamps issued to mark the 2016 Summer Olympic Games portrays 

swimming and kayaking.  The date of issue of this set of stamps was the day the Hungarian 

athletes swore their official oath, 7 July 2016.  

 

The International Olympic Committee decided at its 121st congress, held in Copenhagen in 

October 2009, that Rio de Janeiro would host the 2016 Olympic Games and the subsequent 

Paralympic Games.  The opening and closing ceremonies were held in the Maracana stadium 

on 5 August and 22 August respectively.  At the Rio Games, some 10,500 athletes from over 

200 countries competed in 161 men’s, 136 women’s and 9 mixed disciplines, totalling 306 

events in all. 
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The Hungarian Olympic Committee, as a founder member of the International Olympic 

Committee, celebrated the 120th anniversary of its foundation in December 2015.  Prior to this 

year’s games, the Hungarian team had won 168 gold, 148 silver and 170 bronze medals at the 

Summer and Winter Olympic Games of the modern era.  The sports in which the Hungarian 

team has had the most success are first fencing (35 golds), second swimming (25 golds) and 

third canoe-kayak (22 golds).  Source: Hungarian Olympic Committee 

 

The First M40 Locomotive Entered Service in Hungary 50 Years Ago 

 

Issued on: 7 July 2016 

Face value: HUF 260 (domestic non-priority 

other letter up to 250 g) 

Printing method: offset 

Number of copies: 200 000 (50 stamps and 5 bar 

codes per sheet) 

Perforated size: 45x30 mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Printed by: Pénzjegynyomda Zrt. 

Designed by: Zsolt Vidák 

 

Magyar Posta is commemorating the 50th anniversary of the entry into service in Hungary of 

the first locomotive in the M40 diesel-electric series. The M40 locomotive depicted in the 

design of the stamp, on the first day cover and on the postmark went by the nickname Humpy.  

The M40 diesel-electric series was made by Ganz-MÁVAG for the Hungarian State Railways 

between 1963 and 1970.  The locomotive was nicknamed “Humpy” because of the shape of 

the cab rising above the rest of its body.  When it was created, the locomotive was considered 

to be world class in a number of respects.  Modified versions found buyers in Cuba and Egypt.  

Due to the increasing use of electric traction in the 1980s, and the decline of demand in 

transport in the 1990s, the area of use for M40 locomotives was considerably reduced.  In 1992, 

the gradual scrapping of the series began.  Humpies still in service can still be seen in the 

Záhony and Hatvan areas of Hungary. Source: hu.wikipedia.org - MÁV M40 sorozat 

 

First Scheduled Horse Tramway in Pest Entered Service 150 Years Ago 

 

Issued on: 8 July 2016 

Face value: HUF 200 (domestic priority other 

letter up to 50 g) 

Printing method: offset 

Number of copies: 150 000 (50 stamps and 5 

bar codes per sheet) 

Perforated size: 45x30.69 mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Printed by: ANY Biztonsági Nyomda Nyrt. 

Designed by: István Weisenburger 
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Magyar Posta is commemorating the 150th anniversary of the first scheduled horse-drawn tram 

entering service in Pest by issuing a special stamp depicting the horse tramway in Pest initialled 

F.L. as it appeared in the Sunday paper Vasárnapi Ujság on 22 July 1866.  The horse tramway 

was the first means of public transport in the city.  At the time, it was modern, relatively fast 

and regular, connecting remoter parts of the ever expanding city.  The first line was built 

between Széna Square and the terminal building in Újpest (today Kálvin Square and the 

Újpest-Városkapu intermodal transport node respectively).  The Pest Tramway Company, 

established in 1865, was granted a licence to lay the track.  After the ceremonial opening on 

30 July 1866, the first service began on 1 August and carried 57,000 people in the first month 

alone.  Officially, it took 35 minutes to travel the nine kilometre track from Széna Square, 

stopping at the National Museum, the Zrínyi Café at Astoria, the Evangelical-Lutheran church 

in Deák Square, St Stephen’s Basilica, the Western Railway Station terminal and the “Small 

Beer Hall” at Lehel Square.  Once on the section in Váci Road, the tram could be stopped 

anywhere by passengers until reaching the terminus in Újpest.  Count Károlyi ensured that 

there was a fitting building to receive passengers arriving in Újpest.  The decorative terminal 

building, popularly called the Owl’s Castle, was designed by János Wagner and constructed in 

1866-67.  The line was extended to Rákospalota in 1872 along Árpád Road via István Road, 

Görgey Artúr Street, Szilágyi Street, Pozsony Street and Kertköz Street. The horse tramway’s 

role declined rapidly when electric trams came into service and closed down in 1900.  Source: 

mmkm.hu; bkv.hu; pestbuda.hu; wikipedia.org 

 

Animal Cubs II 
 

Issued on: 9 August 2016 

Face value: HUF 115 (domestic 

standard letter and postcard) 

Printing method: 4-colour offset + 

4 direct colours 

Number of copies: 80 000 

Perforated size of stamp: 30x40 

mm 

Size of small sheet: 202x100 mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp 

paper 

        Printed by: Pénzjegynyomda 

        Designed by: Tibor Zoltán Petényi 

 

Magyar Posta is issuing a special small stamp sheet entitled Animal Cubs II featuring twelve 

young residents of the Budapest Zoo and Botanical Garden.  The following cubs can be seen 

in the stamp designs: Rudi, the African forest buffalo, Adolf, the Javan surili, Öcsi, the 

northern bald ibis, Bulan, the Visayan warty pig, Panka, the greater rhea, Batty, a Lyle's 

flying fox, Gátőr (dam guard), the Dalmatian pelican, Evita, the mhorr gazelle, Nefriti, the 

night monkey, Lóránt, the red-fronted macaw, Dalma, the dhole, and Kia, the eyelash viper.  

The edge of the sheet contains the given cub's name, the colour sign indicating its gender, the 

name and original habitat of the species, and the cub's date of birth.  A map section can be 
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seen on the base print.  The small stamp sheet follows a similar one issued in 2014 entitled 

Animal Cubs.  Source: budapestzoo.com 

 

The Budapest Zoo is 150 Years Old 

 

 

Issued on: 9 August 2016 

Face value: HUF 1 000 (supplementary 

denomination) 

Printing method: offset 

Number of copies: 60 000 

Perforated size of stamp: 30x40 mm 

Cut size of block: 90x70 mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Printed by: ANY Biztonsági Nyomda Nyrt. 

Designed by: Tibor Zoltán Petényi 

 

 

Magyar Posta is celebrating the 150th anniversary of the opening of the Budapest Zoo and 

Botanical Garden by issuing a special stamp block depicting the illustrations included in the 

publication by Count Kálmán Lázár entitled Körút az állatkertekben (Zoo tours).  The idea of 

opening a zoo first emerged around 1820-30, but the events of 1848-49 delayed its realisation.  

Finally, at the initiative of a few scientists, the idea was again pursued during the 1860s.  

Among the "founding fathers" were József Szabó, geologist, Ágoston Kubinyi, the Director of 

the National Museum, József Gerenday, the Director of the Botanical Garden of Budapest and 

János Xántus, a recognised zoologist and ethnographer, who then became the first director of 

the Budapest Zoo.  On 9 August 1866, the first Hungarian zoo opened its gates to the sound of 

the midday bell.  Besides Hungarian species, the zoo housed several rare species of monkeys, 

lemurs, parrots, camels, kangaroos and other special animals.  From 1873, during the mandate 

of director Károly Serák, performing artists were also invited, who attracted even more visitors.  

In 1907, the operation of the zoo was taken over by the city of Budapest, and more than four 

million gold crowns were spent on its complete reconstruction.  The zoo was reopened on 20th 

May 1912 with a new director, Adolf Lendl, a zoologist.  Most of the historic buildings of the 

park were open in those days and the institution was one of the most beautiful and modern 

zoos in Europe.  However, it was almost completely destroyed during the aftermath of World 

War I, the subsequent economic crisis and then World War II.  Despite this, on 1 May 1945, it 

reopened its gates again with a mere few dozen animals and dilapidated buildings.  The war 

damage was restored step by step, and soon major modernizations and developments could 

also be undertaken.  The 1970s and 1980s were marked by sever constraints, so renovations 

did not resume until the change of the political regime.  Since then, the listed buildings have 

been reconstructed and now they can be seen in their old splendour again.  The dwelling places 

of the animals have been modernized and made to look more aesthetic to the visitors too.  The 

reconstruction work has affected every square centimetre of the zoo.  The zoo has become a 

real oasis in the heart of Budapest.  Source: budapestzoo.com 
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Hungarian Saints and Blesseds IV 

Centenary of the coronation of Blessed King Charles IV and Queen Zita 

 

Issued on: 17 August 2016 

Face value: HUF 600 (domestic 

priority letter up to 500 g) 

Printing method: 4-colour offset 

Number of copies: 30,000  

Perforated size of stamp: 

26×33 mm and 35×40 mm 

Cut size of small sheet: 120x68 

mm 

Paper type: gummed postage 

stamp paper 

Printed by: ANY Biztonsági               

Nyomda 

Photograph by: CULTiRiS /AKG 

Images 

Designed by: Imre Benedek 

 

Magyar Posta continues its series of stamps on the theme of Hungarian saints and blesseds. 

The Hungarian Saints and Blesseds IV special stamp block commemorates the centenary of 

the coronation of Blessed Charles IV, Apostolic King, and Queen Zita.  In addition to the 

standard edition of the numbered block containing three stamps, a special decorative edition 

with silver foil and embossing has also been produced. 

 

Blessed Charles IV (1887–1922) reigned as Charles I of Austria and Charles IV of Hungary 

between 1916 and 1918 and was the last Habsburg emperor, and the last king of Hungary.  He 

and his wife, Princess Zita of Bourbon and Parma, were crowned in Budapest’s Matthias 

church on 30 December 1916.  Apart from the piety that was typical of the Habsburgs, his own 

profound belief was evident from early in life.  He found a worthy partner in his wife, and they 

brought up their children in their faith.  Charles also won considerable admiration through his 

efforts to end the First World War.  He was beatified on 3 October 2004.  His feast day is the 

day of their wedding, 21 October, and the process of his canonisation has begun.  Zita (1892–

1989), Princess of Parma and Bourbon, was Empress of Austria and Queen of Hungary as wife 

of Charles IV between 1916 and 1918.  After the collapse of Austria-Hungary, she was forced 

into exile with her husband and children.  During the Second World War she moved to 

America, only returning to Europe in the latter years of her life.  The process of her 

beatification has also begun.  Source: wikipedia.org; katolikus.at, Nikodém G. – Szabó J., A 

magyar bélyeg története [History of the Hungarian Stamp] 

 

 

Editor – More on Károly and Zita in the next issue of The News. 



 

 

 
 

WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 
 

Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Jim Gaul: 1920 Fawn Lane, Hellertown, PA 18055-2117 USA, email: 
terrynjim@verizon.net. You can set your starting price or consult with Jim to establish the 
same.  You can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of 
new acquisitions for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 
11 books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Orders 
and inquiries should be sent to:  

 
H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,  

e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 

 



   

 

 
 

1976 MOHÁCSI CSATA - BLOKK 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Forty years ago, on August 27, 1976, Magyar Posta issued this souvenir sheet to mark the 

450th anniversary of the crushing defeat of the Hungarian army under King Lajos II by the 

Ottoman armies of Suleiman I “the Magnificent” in the battle of Mohács in southern 

Hungary in 1526.  The souvenir sheet features the painting of the discovery of the body of 

Lajos II by Bertalan Sékely.  The battle, and the death of Lajos II, marked the end of the 

independent medieval Kingdom of Hungary and the beginning of a century and a half 

occupation of the most of the country by the Ottoman Turks.  


