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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

by Alan Bauer  

 

In this issue of the Corner, let me bring you all up to speed on some of the new things that we 

are doing as a Society that will hopefully interest you and that you can also participate in.  We 

had a board meeting in September that was conducted by email with quite a lot of interesting 

and positive interaction.  Here are some of the results from the meeting. 

 

First, we agreed on publishing our newsletter in color starting with this issue.  Hopefully, you’ll 

find it attractive and that it will help us attract new members.  That was one of the suggestions 

we received from many of our members through our survey and at the World Stamp Show.  It 

has always been difficult to illustrate the many beautiful images that we included in the News, 

now we’ll be able to accomplish that.  It was quite evident when we contrasted the paper copy 

to what we saw on the website.  

 

Next we agreed on a logo that was a combination of the simple logo composed by Rae Eckley 

(Wes’ daughter) and the Hungarian crest.  We’ll be finalizing it over the next month or two 

and you’ll be seeing it on the website and other publications.  

 

We also agreed to accept advertising in the News and on the website.  It is something that was 

done in the past to raise revenue and now we are returning to that model.  We started this with 

the last issue and will be expanding with subsequent issues moving forward.  The cost for a ½ 

page display ad is $50 for one issue and 3 months of visibility on the website.  We will also be 

taking classified ads from members of up to 4 lines for free, with a cost of $25 per issue for 
an additional 4 lines and 3 months on the website.  If anyone has a classified or display ad 

that they would like to run, please contact myself or Wally (our webmaster).   

 

One of the other areas that we discussed at our Annual Meeting in June at the WSS was 

methods of increasing membership and the formation of a Membership Committee. The 

committee will be comprised of myself, our Editor, Robert Lauer, Paul Arnold and Paul 

Richter.   I’d like to thank this group for their participation and of course, wish us great success. 

We are in the process of kicking off our plans for the committee and would like to solicit any 

ideas that our membership may have.  We need everyone to think about what we can do to 

increase membership, so if you have any ideas, please email them to me and I’ll bring it in 

front of the committee. 

 

Finally, let me remind you that we will be having our 2017 Annual Meeting at Seapex, in 

beautiful Seattle on the second weekend of September.  This is also a call for exhibitors.  We 

would like to see some Hungarian exhibits there to “wow” the attendees.  Let me know if you 

will be exhibiting and I’ll send you the Seapex Exhibit Entry form.  

 

Enjoy the holidays and  

As always …………………………………………… Happy stamping 

……………………………….… Alan 
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WELCOME 

  
A warm welcome to our newest members: David Morse of Woodbury, Maine and William 

Cowap from Walton-on-Thames, Surrey in the United Kingdom.  

 

   
 

THE WEBMASTER’S REPORT 

 

by Wally Green 

Introduction 

 

Hello again.  It’s a beautiful, sunny, Fall day here in Seattle.  This year that’s a rarity as we 

had record rainfalls in October. 

 

In the last issue, I asked for feedback as to the features you liked and what you would like to 

see on the Website.  So far I haven’t received any comments, favorable or unfavorable.  I 

encourage you to e-mail me any ideas or comments you may have.  I really need your feedback 

to make the Website a useful tool for all our members. 

 

What’s New on the Website 

 

We have uploaded copies of the first two years of the Newsletter.  This is an ongoing project 

and we hope to upload more as back copies become available.  My thanks to Csaba Kohalmi 

for providing the scans that we have of these early issues. 

 

Near Term Website Updates 

 

We are trying to set up a photo-archive on the Website.  We plan to place photographs of past 

events, exhibits, members, etc. here.  So far, we haven’t made very much progress.  I’ve been 

having problems getting the tool that we use to create the Website to do what I want.  So far, 

it’s not cooperating. 

 

Website Usage 

 

The number of users declined about 20% this quarter from the previous one (1732 last quarter 

vs. 1383).  However, the average usage time and number of pages viewed per user both 

increased by about 25%.  So, our net total usage seems to be about the same.   

 

We are still showing that approximately 30% of our website hits are from Russia.  These hits 

typically last about 20 seconds or less.  I still expect there may be some weird sort of hacking 

effort going on. 

 

Thank you for your support. 
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THE RUMINATIONS OF YOUR EDITOR 
 

by Robert Lauer 
 

There are so many anniversaries to mark in the last quarter of 2016 that it is difficult to know 

where to begin, but let me start with the 60th anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution and 

Freedom Fight of 1956.  For those of you who are ‘56ers’ (my predecessor editor among you) 

or those of you who have relatives that were among the 200,000 who fled the Soviet invasion, 

this was a traumatic time for all concerned.  November 11th, the last day of armed resistance 

in ‘56, is not only a day to remember those who perished in the two world wars, but also a day 

to honour the thousands of Hungarians who were killed by the Soviets in the fighting to free 

their homeland from one of the worst political systems ever devised. 

 
Farther back in history, October 1st marks the centenary of the issue of the last two Turul 

stamps, the 70 fillér and the 80 fillér (at left), as well as the first issue of the Harvester stamps, 

which would be the main design of Hungary’s definitive stamps for the next tumultuous decade 

of the country’s history.  October 7th marks the centenary of Hungary’s first Express Letter 

stamp which is shown in the centre above.  On November 15, 1916, a pair of war charity stamps 

was also issued, the 10+2 fillér and a 15+2 fillér illustrated on the right. 

 

December 30th is the centenary of the coronation of the last King and Queen of Hungary and 

this issue of The News contains a “two Editor’s” article on the stamp issue and commemorative 

cancels that were used to celebrate the event.  Csaba has also contributed to this issue a really 

interesting article on a Hyperinflation Air Mail cover with links to one of the Society’s early 

members – Arthur Stalla, who passed away at the age of 88 in 2003, in St. Petersburg, Florida. 

 

The central article of this issue is a wonderful piece by Lyman Caswell, one of our Directors-

at-large, on the Provisional Postage Dues of Hungary’s First Inflation, 1921-1926.  These 

postage dues are certainly my favourite Harvester stamps, but I’d never seen anything written 

on them. 

 

Now, the first person I think of in connection with ‘Hungarian postage dues’ is Lyman, who 

has exhibited on various aspects of Hungarian postage dues at numerous stamp shows across 

the country.  When I met Lyman in New York earlier this year, I asked him whether he had 

done anything on the Harvester postage dues and, not surprisingly, Lyman did have a one 

frame exhibit which had won a Silver at the Rocky Mountain Stamp Show in 2010 and a 

Vermeil at the 2010 APS Stamp Show.  He sent me scans of this exhibit when he got back to 

Seatle and I turned it into the article you see in this issue of The News; a process which was 

just pure pleasure. 
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ANOTHER HYPERINFLATION AIRMAIL COVER FROM 1946  
AND A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY 

 
by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 
The cover, illustrated below, was sent from Budapest 72 on 9 June 1946 to Chicago, Illinois.  

Sending the 4gm airmail letter cost 101,600 million Pengő (mP) in postage that was endorsed 

with the boxed Taxe Perçue and the circular Készpénzzel Bérmentesítve markings indicating 

the postage was paid in cash.  There are no postal markings on the reverse side of the envelope. 

Using Bob Morgan’s book, The Hungarian Hyperinflation of 1945-1946, to analyze the 

postage paid for the cover, I come up with the 18th rate period foreign letter rate of 1,600mP 

plus the airmail surcharge of 1 gold franc.  On June 8th and 9th, the conversion rate for the 

gold franc was 100,000mP.  The cover sold on eBay for $285.  (While I helped to establish the 

selling price, I did not win the auction.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is this another mundane postal history item?  The fact that is another example of less than 100 

airmail covers surviving from the 1946 hyperinflation era does make it special.  But, I’d like 

to add another twist to the history of the cover. 

The sender was Mary Kelen, a stamp 

dealer from Budapest.  Mailings by the 

Kelens (I assume that ‘Mary’ 

(wife/daughter?) continued the stamp 

business founded by S. Kelen) began 

in the mid-1920s.  The price lists that 

the business sent abroad were usually 

posted with interesting frankings; 

hence, many examples survive, such as 

the card shown on the left.  The above 

cover, given the restrictions of using 

airmail in the closing months of the 

hyperinflation, deviated from the 

norm.  Airmail had to be paid for in 

cash. 

Printed matter philatelic advertisement send by  

S. Kelen to the United States in 1925. 
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The addressee of the airmail cover was Mr. Arthur Stalla, proprietor of the South Chicago 

Stamp Shop.  Mr. Stalla became member no. 135 of the newly formed Society for Hungarian 

Philately in 1970.  (The author, your former editor, is member no. 138.)  By the time I started 

to correspond with Arthur in the early 1990s, he had retired to Florida and was living in St. 

Petersburg.  I had no idea that he had operated a stamp shop earlier.  Brick-and-mortar shops 

like his are a rarity today.  The love of my life, the girl whom I married in 1969, was born and 

raised in Chicago.  In the course of our many family visits back there, especially in the 1970s 

and 1980s, I frequented several brick-and-mortar shops in Chicago’s downtown and Evanston; 

but, I did not venture to the south side.  Therefore, I have no clue as to when the ‘South Chicago 

Stamp Shop’ closed. 

 

 

 
 

The American-

Hungarian Federation 

cover commemorating 

the 1st anniversary of 

the 1956 Hungarian 

Freedom Fight was 

sent to Mr. Stalla 

(named misspelled: 

Stalls) in Chicago. 

 

 

Pricelist from the inside of the folded Kelen postcard.  S. Kelen advertised that he sold wholesale only 
to other stamp dealers.  I like his testimonial that his packets included “no fiscal-stamps, nor 

telegraphs, perforated stamps, reprints, cuttings, nor any swindle products.” 
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In the course of exchanging emails with Bob Morgan about the cover, he sent me a picture of 

a page from his internationally famous, award-winning Hyperinflation exhibit with another 

direct tie-in to our Society.  This cover, shown below, was sent to Béla Bauer, the father of our 

current president Alan Bauer, by Ágoston Hamvas.  Mr. Hamvas was Alan’s uncle by marriage 

on his mother’s side.  Alan fantasized about finding a letter inside the cover.  Unfortunately, 

that wasn’t the case. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last, but not least, Bob found another cover from the 1946 hyperinflation period addressed to 

‘Mrs. M. Stalla’ at the same Kingston Avenue address as shown on the 1957 American-

Hungarian Federation cover. 

 
Registered letter sent from Budapest on 16 April 1946 to Mrs. M. Stalla in Chicago. 

The 12th rate period postage paid was 1,920,000 Pengő (foreign letter rate of 640,000P; registration, 
1,280,000P). 
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THE CENTENARY OF THE CORONATION OF KÁROLY AND ZITA 

by Robert Lauer and Csaba L. Kohalmi 

In the last issue of The News, one of the 2016 new issues that was highlighted was the new 

souvenir sheet issued by Magyar Posta commemorating the 100th anniversary of the coronation 

of the last king and queen of Hungary, IV Károly and his wife Zita of Bourbon-Parma on 

December 30, 1916.  The first day cover for this souvenir sheet is illustrated below. 

 

Figure 1: First day cover for the souvenir sheet issued August 17, 2016 by Magyar Posta to 

commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the Coronation of Károly and Zita. 

In a very nice touch, the commemorative cachet applied to the first day cover incorporates the 

original commemorative cancellation that was applied to mail on the date of the couple’s 

coronation in 1916.   

The coronation of Charles, the last Habsburg Emperor, as King of Hungary was marked at the 

time with the issue of a series of 2 stamps: a 10 fillér stamp bearing the likeness of Zita and a 

15 fillér stamp with Károly wearing the Crown of St. Stephen [Scott #104-5, MBK #236-7 and 

SG #267-8].  The stamps (1.1 million of each) were issued on December 30, 1916 and were 

valid for postage until December 31, 1917.  At the time, the 10 fillér stamp paid the local letter 

and postcard rates, the 15 fillér stamp paid the domestic (non-local) letter rate and the two 

stamps together covered the 25 fillér fee to register a piece of mail. 
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In addition to the special issue of postage stamps, a number of Budapest post offices were 

supplied with special commemorative cancellers to be applied to mail on December 30, 1916 

to celebrate the coronation.  Post offices #1, #2, #4, #9, #10, #57, #62, #72 and #100 were 

supplied with the “standard” commemorative cancel illustrated in Figure 2.  Budapest #1 on 

Castle Hill was also supplied with a “special” commemorative canceler, illustrated in Figure 

3, with the Crown of St. Stephen being held by two angels.  While commemorative cancels 

had been used occasionally and in a limited fashion since the 1880s, this was the first time that 

such a device was used in such a widespread manner. 

All of which is quite incredible when one considers the circumstances.  Franz Josef died on 

November 21, 1916 and the coronation took place on December 30, 2016.  In 40 days, not only 

was the coronation event itself organized, but an issue of stamps was designed, printed and 

distributed to post offices across the country and commemorative cancelers were designed, 

manufactured and distributed to 9 post offices across the capital.   

It is even more remarkable considering that this occurred in the middle of the First World War.  

The year 1916 had not been kind to the fortunes of the Dual Monarchy.  The failed offensive 

against the Italians in the Trentino area in May-June was followed by the Russian’s “Brusilov 

Offensive” on the Eastern Front.  In a series of attacks over June, July and August, the Russians 

shattered three Austro-Hungarian armies and inflicted over a million and a half casualties, 

driving the remnants of the defenders back on to the Carpathian Mountains in the last Russian 

victory of the war.  In some cases, as many as 60% of losses were desertions; many Czech and 

Ruthene units surrendered en masse to the Russians.  Only the intervention of large numbers 

of German troops kept the Austro-Hungarian part of the front from completely disintegrating. 

The quid pro quo that Germany exacted for saving its ally from this debacle was the end of 

any military independence Austria-Hungary had in this theater of the war; henceforth all 

remaining Austro-Hungarian formations on the Eastern Front were put under direct German 

command.   

The crushing defeat suffered by the Austro-Hungarian armies in the Brusilov Offensive 

convinced Romania that it was time to enter the war on the side of the Entente.  In August, 

Romania declared war on Austria-Hungary, invading Transylvania with some 350,000 

Figure 2: the stamps from the Coronation 

Issue with the "standard" commemorative 

post-mark (from the collection of Alan Soble). 

Figure 3: the stamps from the Coronation Issue 

with the "special" postmark from post office 

Budapest #1 (from the collection of Alan Soble). 
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soldiers.  Germany again came to the aid of its ally, assembling a combined force of German, 

Austro-Hungarian and Bulgaria troops deal with the Romanians.  In a lighting campaign lasting 

from the beginning of September to the end of November, these German led armies evicted 

the Romanians from Transylvania, overran the entire country save Moldova, including the 

capital of Bucharest, and destroyed 85% of the Romanian army.  In the Balkans, 1915 had seen 

victory over the Dual Monarchy’s principal enemy, Serbia with the aid of German and 

Bulgarian troops, but also the landing of 150,000 French and British soldiers at the port of 

Salonika in neutral Greece in October 1915.  During 1916, these forces were reinforced by the 

remnants of the Serbian Army, which had escaped through Albania.  In September 1916, the 

former Greek Prime Minister Eleutherios Venizelos staged a coup and declared a pro-Entente 

provisional government over Crete and the area around Salonika.  By the end of the year, a 

new front had been created all along the Greek border and through Albania, with the Serbs 

recapturing the town of Monastir in southern Serbia.  (It would be this Entente army that would 

occupy southern Hungary in 1918-19.)  Despite ending with the victory over Romania, 1916 

was, in retrospect, the beginning of the end of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  In this bleak 

setting, the Hungarian Prime Minister, István Tisza, wanted to have Karl crowned as the King 

of Hungary as soon as possible as a symbol of the unity of the Dual Monarchy.   

Stamps from this Coronation Issue favour cancelled on piece bearing the commemorative 

cancels are not very difficult to find.  In this non-postally used category, is the eBay offering 

illustrated below – a seriously over-franked commemorative post card with the coronation 

message from the royal couple to the people of Hungary printed on the back, which was clearly 

not mailed given the lack of an address on the front of the card.  What is moderately amusing 

about this card is that the bottom row of stamps has been applied over top of the cancels on the 

row of stamps in the middle of the card; after applying half a dozen stamps to the card and 

having them cancelled, the purchaser, after a moment of reflection, obviously decided that a 

few more were needed! (The card was also seriously overpriced initially at US$49.99, and was 

still for sale at $34.62 at last glance at the listing.) 

 

Figure 4: a commemorative post card with the royal message on the reverse franked with 3x10 fillér 

and 6x15 fillér Coronation Issue stamps and cancelled at Budapest #4. 
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Figure 5: a letter franked with six of the 15 fillér stamps from the Coronation Issue and cancelled at 

Budapest #1. 

Postally used examples are a little more difficult to get one’s hands on.  The cover above in 

Figure 5 is franked with 6 of the 15 fillér stamps from the Coronation Issue and cancelled with 

the “special” commemorative canceler unique to the Budapest #1 post office.  The registered 

letter card illustrated below is franked with one of each denomination from the Coronation 

Issue.  The additional 25 fillér would have paid the registration fee for the card.  While there 

is no text on the inside of the card, the receiving strikes on the back of the card indicate that it 

did indeed go through the mail. 

      

Figure 6: a registered letter card sent within Budapest uprated using both the stamps from the 

Coronation Issue and cancelled at Budapest #57. 
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Figure 7: two of the same picture postcard franked with the stamps from the Coronation Issue and 

cancelled at Budapest #1 (from the collection of Johan Sevenhuijsen). 

Figure 7 illustrates two of the same picture post card depicting the Royal couple sent by the 

same person to two different recipients in Vienna franked with one of each of the stamps of 

the Coronation Issue.  The postal stationary card illustrated below in Figure 8 sending New 

Year’s wishes to a recipient in Germany was lifted from another eBay listing.  While not 

franked with the stamps of the Coronation Issue, it is cancelled at Budapest #4 with the regular 

commemorative canceller.  

    

Figure 8: a postal card uprated with the 2, 3 and 5 fillér stamps from the Turul series sent to 

Marbach, Württemberg in Germany and cancelled at Budapest #4. 
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Post offices #1, #62 and #72 were also supplied with commemorative machine cancels.  The 

registered commemorative card below (Figure 9), while mailed from Magyaróvár in March 

1917, bears the commemorative machine cancel from Budapest #72.  

 

Figure 9: a registered commemorative post card franked with both stamps from the Coronation Issue 

and a 15+2 fillér 1916 War Charity stamp mailed from Magyaróvár to Munich in March 1917. 
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PROVISIONAL POSTAGE DUES OF HUNGARY'S FIRST INFLATION, 1921-1926 

 

by Lyman Caswell 

  

Hungary’s first inflation occurred in the wake of the upheavals at the end of the First World 

War, which saw large parts of the country occupied by French, Serbian, Romanian and Czech 

forces.  The “Aster” Revolution of November 1918 led to the downfall of the monarchy and 

the establishment of the first Hungarian People’s Republic (Magyar Népköztársaság).  This 

first Hungarian republic was succeeded in March 1919 by Béla Kun’s Hungarian Soviet 

Republic (Magyar Tanácsköztársaság), which collapsed in July 1919 under a renewed 

Romanian invasion and occupation of Budapest.  In the June 1920 Treaty of Trianon, Hungary 

lost two thirds of its territory and population to Austria, Romania and the newly formed 

Czechoslovakia and the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes.  Over three million ethnic 

Hungarians found themselves as minorities in these last three countries. 

 

The economic consequences of the Treaty of Trianon were devastating.  Post-Trianon Hungary 

was flooded with refugees from the lost territories, Hungarian industry was cut-off from its 

sources of raw materials and Hungarian agricultural production from its natural markets.  In 

this context, it is not difficult to understand the steep depreciation of the Hungarian currency; 

by 1924, the Korona had fallen to the point where 18,000 were needed to make up a pre-war 

gold standard Korona.  

 
Table 1: Selected Hungarian Postal Rates, 1918-25 

  

Date Local Letter to 

20g 

Inter-city Letter 

to 20g 

Local 

Postcard 

Inter-city 

Postcard 

1918-Jun-15 15f 20f 10f 

1920-Jan-01 60f 40f 

1920-Jun-01 1K 60f 

1922-Jan-01 2K 2K50 1K50 

1922-Aug-01 4K 5K 2K 

1922-Nov-01 15K 25K 6K 10K 

1923-Apr-16 25K 40K 10K 20K 

1923-Jul-01 40K 80K 20K 40K 

1923-Aug-13 100K 200K 50K 100K 

1923-Oct-01 150K 350K 90K 150K 

1924-Jan-01 300K 500K 200K 300K 

1924-Feb-21 600K 1000K 400K 600K 

1924-Apr-11 1000K 1500K 600K 1000K 

1924-Jun-01  1800K   

1925-Jan-01  2000K   
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The resulting general inflation is reflected in the increasing postal rates during this period as 

set out in Table 1.    

 

Over the period 1920-24, the Harvester definitive stamps, which initially appeared in October 

1916, were issued with steadily increasing denominations as postal rates increased.  As the 

original stamps lost value, they were overprinted "PORTÓ" with new denominations for use 

as provisional postage due stamps.  Between September 1921 and December 1924, there were 

eight issues of these provisional postage due stamps overprinted on Harvester definitives.  

Even after adoption of the new Pengő-fillér currency and postage rates on 1 April 1926, some 

of these provisional postage dues continued in use until 31 March 1927 for their equivalent 

value in the new money, which was 125 Korona being equal to one new fillér.  All the 

Harvester stamps that were used for these provisional postage due issues were printed on paper 

with the “multiple Apostolic Crosses” watermark (Scott: “Double Cross” Wmk. 137, MBK: 

VII. vízjel, Stanley Gibbons: Wmk. 11, Michel: Wz. 7). 

 

Hungary's postage due regulations prescribe that the amount due must be double the franking 

deficiency.  An exception to this rule was mail from any government agency, which was sent 

unfranked, and the addressee paid the postage without penalty.  

 

First and Second Issues, 1921-22 
 

The First Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues (the 100 and 500 fillér) was issued on 

13 September 1921 and was printed on the 15 fillér stamps from the 1 November 1916 issue 

of Harvester definitives.  The Second Issue (the 2½, 3, 9 and 12 Korona) was issued on 20 

January 1922 and printed on the 15 and 40 fillér from the 1916 issue, the 10 fillér from the 

1920 issue and 60 fillér stamps from the 1921 issues of Harvesters.  An unknown quantity of 

these two issues were printed and they were valid until 30 September 1926, except for the 12 

Korona stamp which was only valid until 30 September 1923.  Figure 1 below illustrates the 

stamps from the First and Second Issues.  
               Broken “K” 

 
Figure 1: The stamps of the First and Second Issues of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 
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Figures 2 through 6 illustrate examples of the usage of the first two issues of the Harvester 

Provisional Postage Due stamps.  

 

 
Figure 2: Usage of the 500 fillér from the First Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 

 

 
 

Figure 3: Usage of the 500 fillér from the First Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 
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Figure 4: Usage of the 500 fillér from the First Issue and the 12 Korona from Second Issue of 

Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 
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Figure 5: Usage of the 3 Korona from the Second Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 

 

 
Figure 6: Usage of the 3 Korona from the Second Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 

 

The green-framed, red numeral 200 fillér postage due stamps on the covers in Figures 5 and 6 

were valid until 30 September 1923.  
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Third Issue, 1922 
 

The Third Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues (the 6, 15, 25, 30 and 50 Korona) was 

issued on 26 November 1922 and was printed on the 1½ Korona stamps from the 28 February 

1922 issue of Harvester definitive stamps.  An unknown quantity of these stamps was printed.  

The 15, 25 and 30 Korona stamps were valid until 30 September 1923, the 50 Korona was 

valid until 31 January 1924 and the 6 Korona was good until 30 September 1926.  Figure 7 

below illustrates the stamps from the Third Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues.  

Figures 8 through 10 illustrate examples of the usage of the Third Issue.  

 
Figure 7: The stamps of the Third Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 

 

 
Figure 8: Usage of the 100 fillér from the First Issue and the 6 Korona from the Third Issue of the 

Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 
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Figure 9: Usage of the 15 Korona from the Third Issue of the Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 

 

 

 
Figure 10: Usage of the 30 Korona from the Third Issue of the Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 
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Fourth Issue, 1923 
 

The Fourth Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues (the 10, 20 and 40 Korona) was issued 

on 13 June 1923 and was printed on the 2½ Korona stamps from the 28 February 1922 issue 

of Harvester definitive stamps.  An unknown quantity of these stamps was printed.  These 

stamps were valid until 31 January 1924.  Figure 11 below illustrates the stamps from the 

Fourth Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues.  Figure 12 illustrates the usage of the 20 

Korona from the Fourth Issue. 

 
 

Figure 11: The stamps of the Fourth Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 

 

 
 

Figure 12: Usage of the 20 Korona from the Fourth Issue of the Harvester Provisional Postage 

Dues. 
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Fifth Issue, 1923 
 

The Fifth Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues (the 100, 200 and 300 Korona) was 

issued on 29 August 1923 and was printed on the 4½ Korona stamps from the 28 February 

1922 issue of Harvester definitive stamps.  346,000 of each stamp were printed.  All these 

stamps were valid until 31 December 1926.  Figure 13 below illustrates the stamps from the 

Fifth Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues.  Figures 14 and 15 illustrate the usage of 

the stamps from the Fifth Issue. 

 
Figure 13: The stamps of the Fifth Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 

 

 
Figure 14: Usage of the 200 Korona from the Fifth Issue of the Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 
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Figure 15: Usage of all three stamps from the Fifth Issue of the Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 
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Sixth Issue, 1923 

 

The Sixth Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues (the 500, 1000 and 2000 Korona) was 

issued on 29 August 1923 and was printed on the 2 Korona stamps from the 28 February 1922 

issue of Harvester definitive stamps.  229,000 of each stamp were printed.  All these stamps 

were valid until 31 March 1927.  Figure 16 below illustrates the stamps from the Sixth Issue 

of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues.  Figures 17 through 19 illustrate the usage of the stamps 

from the Sixth Issue. 

 
Figure 16: The stamps of the Sixth Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 

 

 
 

Figure 17: Usage of the 500 Korona from the Sixth Issue of the Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 
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Figure 18: Usage of the 1000 Korona and 2000 Korona from the Sixth Issue of the Harvester 

Provisional Postage Dues. 
 

 
 

Figure 19: Usage of the 1000 Korona from the Sixth Issue of the Harvester Provisional Postage 

Dues. 
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Seventh Issue, 1924 
 

The Seventh Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues was composed of a single stamp, the 

highest denomination of this series, the 5000 Korona, which was printed on the 5 Korona from 

the 28 February 1922 issue of Harvester definitive stamps.  This stamp was issued on 26 

February 1924 and was valid until 31 March 1927.  348,700 were printed.  Figure 20 below 

illustrates the stamp from the Seventh Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 

 

 
 

Figure 20: The stamp of the Seventh Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 
 

Eighth Issue, 1924 

 

The Eighth Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues had the same denominations as the 

Sixth Issue (the 500, 1000 and 2000 Korona), but was printed on the 3 Korona stamps from 

the 28 February 1922 issue of Harvester definitive stamps (rather than the 2 Korona stamps).  

These stamps were issued on 8 December 1924 and were valid until 31, March 1927.  144,000 

of each stamp were printed.  Figure 21 below illustrates the stamps from the Eighth Issue of 

Harvester Provisional Postage Dues.  Figures 22 and 23 illustrate the usage of stamps from the 

Eighth Issue. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 21: The stamps of the Eighth Issue of Harvester Provisional Postage Dues. 
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Figure 22: Usage of the 1000 Korona and 2000 Korona from the Eighth Issue of the Harvester 

Provisional Postage Dues. 
 

 
 

Figure 23: Usage of the 2000 Korona from the Eighth Issue of the Harvester Provisional Postage 

Dues. 
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On 1 April 1926, Hungary introduced a new currency, the Pengő, composed of 100 fillér, to 

replace the depreciated Korona.  At the same time, new Pengő-fillér postage stamps and 

postage due stamps were issued.  However, many of the Harvester Provisional Postage Due 

stamps remained valid for use after the introduction of the new currency at a rate of 125 Korona 

to 1 new fillér.  The First Issue (the 100 and 500 fillér) and the 2½, 3 and 9 Korona from the 

Second Issue remained valid until 30 September 1926; the Fifth Issue (the 100, 200 and 300 

Korona) was valid until 31 December 1926; the Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Issues (the 500, 

1000, 2000 and 5000 Korona) were valid until 31 March 1927, a full year after the introduction 

of the new postage dues.  Figure 24 is a relatively rare example of the mixed usage of a 

Harvester Provisional Postage Due stamp with a new “red numeral” Pengő-fillér postage due. 

 

 
 

Figure 24: Usage of 500 Korona from the Eighth Issue of the Harvester Provisional Postage Dues 

with a newly issued Pengő-fillér postage due. 
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2016 NEW ISSUES 

 

450th Anniversary of The Siege of Szigetvár 

Joint Hungarian-Croatian and Hungarian-Turkish Issues 

 

Issued on: 5 September 2016 

Face value: HUF 600 (domestic priority 

letter up to 500 g) 

Printing method: offset 

Number of copies: 30,000 blocks (Joint 

Hungarian-Croation Issue, 50,000 blocks 

(Joint Hungarian-Turkish Issue) 

Perforated size of stamp: 30x36.667 mm 

Cut size of small sheet: 120x80 mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Printed by: ANY Biztonsági Nyomda 

Nyrt. 

Photograph by József Hajdú, Tivadar 

Lukács 

Designed by: Attila Elekes 

 

Hungary, Croatia and Turkey are 

commemorating the 450th anniversary of 

the Siege of Szigetvár through two joint 

stamp issues.  The Joint Hungarian-

Croation Issue (top) depicts Szigetvár 

from the period serving as the background 

of the block, while one of the stamps 

shows a detail of Bertalan Székely’s 

painting “Charge from the Fortress of 

Szigetvár” and the other the arms of the town of Szigetvár.   The Joint Hungarian-Turkish Issue 

(bottom) has the same background, while the stamps show the statues of Miklós Zrínyi and 

Suleiman the Magnificent by the sculptor Metin Yurdanur from the Hungarian-Turkish 

Friendship Park in Szigetvár.  

 

Suleiman the Magnificent was one of the greatest monarchs of the Ottoman Empire and the 

last warrior sultan.  He took part in thirteen military campaigns and it is perhaps symbolic that 

the first and last of these he led against Hungary.  However, his importance was not merely as 

a conqueror but also as a statesman.  During his reign, the administration of the empire was 

reformed, a system of state land tenure to provide a financial basis for regular military 

campaigns was set up, Ottoman religious and secular law was integrated, large cities were 

developed and the classic form of Ottoman architecture came to fruition.  This was when 

everything that posterity describes as classic Ottoman civilisation came into being and is why 

Suleiman has been given the sobriquet of “the Magnificent”.   
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On 1 May 1566, Suleiman left Istanbul leading his troops on his seventh campaign to Hungary.  

The army of more than 100,000 men advanced to lay siege to the fortress of Szigetvár, the 

strategic key to South Transdanubia.  The fortress stood on separate islands and was defended 

by a force of some 2,300 Croatian and Hungarian soldiers commanded by Miklós Zrínyi.  

Zrínyi’s father, uncle and brother all perished fighting against the Ottomans.  In 1542, he was 

appointed Ban of Croatia and Slavonia by King Ferdinand and became the commander of 

Szigetvár Castle in 1561.  

 

The siege began on 6 August 1566 and it took the Sultan’s army 13 days to capture the old and 

new towns, and to drain the defensive lake around the fortress.  By this time, the 800 surviving 

defenders had withdrawn to the inner castle.  Suleiman made numerous threats and promises, 

including the Croatian crown, to try to induce Zrínyi to surrender, but the commander of 

Szigetvár refused to open the castle’s gates despite being hopelessly outnumbered.  On 7 

September, the Sultan died, but the news of this was withheld from the besiegers.  A destructive 

fire in the fortress already reduced it to rubble and sealed the fate of the defenders.  In the 

morning of 8 September, the Ottomans deployed their forces in front of the gates, but Zrínyi 

did not wait for another assault and stormed forth with his remaining troops.   Zrínyi’s self-

sacrifice and Szigetvár’s resistance saved Vienna from another siege.  The enormity of the 

commander’s feat was recognised by his contemporaries and statesmen in later centuries.  

Richelieu, the French cardinal and chief minister, remarked that, in the summer of 1566, 

Miklós Zrínyi and the defenders of Szigetvár saved the whole of European civilisation from 

destruction.  Sources: A magyarok krónikája [Chronicle of the Hungarians], Budapest 1995; 

Zrínyi Miklós - A szigetvári hős [Miklós Zrínyi - The Hero of Szigetvár] (Supplement of Múlt-

kor history magazine 2016); www.rubicon.hu (Tarján M. Tamás: 1566. augusztus 6. - 

Szulejmán ostrom alá veszi Szigetvárt) [6 August 1566 – Suleiman Lays Siege to Szigetvár] 

 

Tree of The Year 2016: The Field Elm 
 

Issued on: 8 September 2016 

Face value: HUF 115 (domestic non-priority standard letter) 

Printing method: offset 

Number of copies: 350,000 

(5 bar codes and 50 stamps tête bêche per sheet) 

Perforated size of stamp: 30x40 mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Printed by: Pénzjegynyomda Zrt. 

Designed by: Attila Elekes 

 

The field elm (Ulmus minor), is a tree species whose wood can be 

put to a great variety of uses and which was once regarded as a holy 

tree. The field elm was chosen Tree of the Year 2016 by the National Forestry 

Association.  The purpose of The Tree of the Year initiative is to highlight tree species that 

deserve care and protection due to their considerable importance to forestry, yet do not receive 

the attention they merit. The field elm is indigenous to a large part of Europe but prefers 

warmer flat or hilly areas and only occurs at lower altitudes in more mountainous regions.  
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The National Forestry Association was founded on 9 December 1866 in Pest as the successor 

of Ungarischer Fortsverein, which was established in 1851. The Association played an 

influential role in the development of forestry terminology and literature in Hungarian as well 

as in advances in specialist areas. An outstanding personality in the Association was its 

secretary at the time of its foundation and then its first vice-president, Albert Kálnoki Bedő 

(1839-1918), who was elected honorary president on the 50th anniversary of the Association’s 

foundation in 1916. Since 1957, the Albert Bedő Medal has been awarded in memory of him 

every year. Source: azevfaja.hu 

 

100th Anniversary of the Harvester and Parliament Stamp Series 
 

Issued on: 3 October 2016 

Face value: HUF 115 (domestic 

non-priority standard letter) 

Printing method: offset 

Number of copies: 5,000 sheets 

35 stamps per sheet 

Perforated size of stamp:18 x 

25.2 mm (stamp), 36.25 x 25.2 

mm (label) 

Paper type: gummed postage 

stamp paper 

Printed by: Pénzjegynyomda Zrt. 

Designed by: Imre Benedek 

 

Magyar Posta is celebrating the 100th anniversary of the release of the classsic Harvester and 

Parliament stamp series by issuing a definitive stamp with a label.  The label of the definitive 

stamp shows the 15 fillér White-Numbered Harvester (the first stamp in the series issued on 1 

October 1916), the 10 korona Parliament stamp (the highest value in the series from November 

1917) and the 4 fillér Harvester (the last stamp in the series issued on 26 August 1918).  

 

New postal tariffs were introduced on 1 October 1916.  At the same time, the 10 fillér and 15 

fillér white-numeral Harvester stamps were issued.  On 1 November, these were followed by 

the release of the colour-numeral Harvester stamps, whose face values were in fillér, and the 

Parliament stamps with face values in korona.  The design of the Harvester and Parliament 

stamp series was a new direction in comparison to the definitives used during the previous 17 

years, which showed Hungary’s mythical bird of prey, the Turul.  The design of the 2 to 40 

fillér stamps, by Ödön Tull, showing a man and a woman harvesting, was the winner of the 

1909 stamp design competition.  The drawing of the Hungarian Parliament, by Vilmos 

Brandmayer, was the winner of third place in the competition and appeared on the stamps with 

increments in value from 50 fillér to 10 korona.  The initial white-numeral 10 and 15 fillér 

stamps were also replaced with stamps where the numerals were printed in the same colour as 

the rest of the design, as with the other stamps in the series.   
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100th Anniversary of the Birth of Károly Simonyi 
 

Issued on: 5 October 2016 

Face value: HUF 400 (to Europe priority other 

letter up to 20 g) 

Printing method: offset 

Number of copies: 350,000 stamps (50 stamps per 

sheet) 

Perforated size of stamp: 40 x 30 mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Printed by: Pénzjegynyomda Zrt. 

Designed by: Zsolt Vidák 

 

Magyar Posta is issuing a commemorative stamp in honour of the centenary of the birth of the 

engineer, physicist and remarkable scholar and educator Károly Simonyi.  The stamp design 

features a stylised portrait of Károly Simonyi set against the background of a graphical 

composition referring to his life’s work, including the first Hungarian nuclear particle 

accelerator, which he built.  

 

Károly Simonyi was born on 18 October 1916.  The village priest recognised the young boy’s 

exceptional talent and at the age of 10 he went to the Árpád Scientific High School, where his 

affinity for mathematics and physics soon became clear.  After finishing school, he obtained 

degrees in both law and engineering simultaneously in Pécs and Budapest respectively.  In 

1940, he became assistant professor at the Department of Atomic Physics at the Technical 

University of Budapest.  During World War II, he was held captive first by the Americans and 

then by the Soviets.  In 1948, he became professor of electrical engineering at the Technical 

University of Sopron, where he designed and built the first Hungarian nuclear particle 

accelerator, for which he won the Kossuth Prize in 1952.  Returning to Budapest in 1952, he 

was the founder and head of the Faculty of Theoretical Electric Engineering at the Technical 

University and of the Atomic Physics Department of the Central Physics Research Institute.  

Later, Simonyi became a deputy director of the Institute.  At the Institute, work on building 

particle accelerators continued in parallel with theoretical studies for nuclear physics research.  

Simonyi also investigated the feasibility and limits of fusion power generation.  In 1956, he 

was elected chairman of the revolutionary committee at the Institute.  As a result, after the 

revolution, he fell out of favour with the Communist regime.  On 31 December 1957, he 

voluntarily left the Institute and in the early 1970s he was forced to leave his post as head of 

the Faculty of Theoretical Electric Engineering at the Budapest Technical University, which 

he had founded.  He continued teaching as a subordinate professor, which allowed him to turn 

his attention to writing his best known book, A Cultural History of Physics, which was based 

on a series of lectures.  He was awarded the State Prize for this in 1985.  For years he served 

as chairman of the committee setting the questions for the University’s entrance exam.  In 

1993, he was elected a member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.  In 1998, he won the 

Popular Scientist of the Year Award  and his life’s work was declared part of Hungarian 

National Heritage.  In 2000, he received the Golden Medal of the Hungarian Academy of 

Sciences.  In the 1990s, he retired entirely from public life.  He died on 9 October 2001. 

Sources: simonyi.sulinet.hu; wikipedia.org 
 

https://www.posta.hu/static/internet/picture/31_2016_bg.jpg
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60th Anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution and Freedom Fight 
 

 

Issued on: 21 October 2016 

Face value: HUF 800 (supplementary 

denomination) 

Printing method: offset 

Number of copies: 90 000 

Perforated size of stamp: 37 mm diameter  

Cut size of block: 90 x 60 mm 

Paper type: gummed postage stamp paper 

Printed by: ANY Biztonsági Nyomda Nyrt. 

Designed by: Attila Elekes 

 

Magyar Posta is commemorating the 60th anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution and 

Freedom Fight by issuing a special stamp block.  The circular perforated stamp image in the 

middle recalls the well-known symbol of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution and Freedom Fight 

– the Hungarian flag with a hole in the middle of it where the Communist coat of arms had 

been cut out of it.  The stamp image of the block shows one of the heroes – and at the same 

time a victim – of the events of 1956, Erika Kornélia Szeles (1941-1956), while the frame 

image presents a montage of photos taken of the events of the Revolution and of the known 

and unknown, deceased or still living heroes.   

 

As a result of the state security police firing on an unarmed crowd of students, the mass 

demonstration held in Budapest on 23 October 1956 grew into a widespread armed uprising 

on the same night.  This led to the fall of the Hungarian communist government, the withdrawal 

of the Soviet troops, the restoration of the multi-party system, and the beginning of a 

democratic transformation of the country.  In early November, the new government started 

negotiations with the Soviet Union about a complete withdrawal of its troops, the withdrawal 

from the Warsaw Pact and about the country's neutrality.  However, after indicating an initial 

willingness to negotiate, the Soviet political leadership changed its mind and on 4 November, 

without a declaration of war, the Soviet army launched an invasion of Hungary.  In the face of 

overwhelming odds, the heroic revolution fought on for several days, the last armed resistance 

finally succumbing on 11 November.  The 1956 Revolution and Freedom Fight lasted only 

two weeks, but it still shook the world.  It was the first major challenge to the Soviet dominance 

of Eastern Europe after the Second World War and unveiled the harsh reality of the Soviet-

style system of terror.  In the decades following the suppression of the Revolution, Hungary’s 

Communist government condemned the events of 1956 as a counter-revolution and all 

discussion about it was repressed.  However, since the fall of communism in 1989, 23 October 

has been a national holiday.  The identified heroes visible on the frame image of the stamp 

block are: Mária Wittner (1937-), patron of the Memorial Year, Katalin Havrila Béláné Sticker 

(1932-1959), László Dózsa (1942-), actor, Dénes Dóczi (1932-1958) and József Vass (1937-

?). Sources: 1956.mti.hu; hu.wikipedia.org; magyarforradalom1956.hu; rubicon.hu; 

terrorhaza.hu. 

 

https://www.posta.hu/static/internet/picture/33_2016_bg.jpg


 

 

  
 

 
WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 

 
Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Jim Gaul: 1920 Fawn Lane, Hellertown, PA 18055-2117 USA, email: 
terrynjim@verizon.net. You can set your starting price or consult with Jim to establish the 
same.  You can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of 
new acquisitions for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 
11 books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Orders 
and inquiries should be sent to:  

 
H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,  

e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 
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Twenty years ago, on 22 October 1996, Magyar Posta issued this 40 Forint souvenir sheet to 
commemorate the Hungarian Revolution and Freedom Fight of 1956.  The 12 heroes of ’56 

illustrated on this souvenir sheet are Maléter Pál (1917-1958), Nagy Imre (1896-1958), 
Losonczi Géza (1917-1957), Bibó István (1911-1979), B. Szabó István (1893-1976),  

Kovács Béla (1908-1959), Kelemen Gyula (1897-1973), Fischer József (1901-1995), Farkas 
Ferenc (1903-1966), Kéthly Anna (1889-1976) and Tildy Zoltán (1889-1961).  


