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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

by Alan Bauer 

Hello all, 

 

We are hunkered down here in northern Massachusetts waiting for our first blizzard of the season 

and actually the first we’ve had in several years.  So, let me take this opportunity to discuss several 

diverse topics.  They are volunteerism, the SHP Auction, our upcoming meeting at SeaPex in 

September and some additions to our website that will be of interest to all our members.  

 

As Greg will mention later in the Newsletter, we need you to help us out in many different areas.  

Over the last year and a half, we have a new Editor, a new Webmaster and will be electing a new 

Vice-President.  There are many different ways that you can help with the operations of the 

Society.  So, if you have any spare time and a desire to participate in the running of the Society, 

please send me an email to volunteer and I’ll find something that you can be involved in.  Your 

support and participation is sincerely appreciated. 

 

We’ve been struggling with our finances over the past few years, as you will see from our 

Treasurer’s report from Wes.  One of the areas where we have seen a steady decrease in revenues 

is the SHP Auction.  This is where you can all help.  First by bidding and second by consigning 

lots.  There is some good material in our auction and the starting prices are very reasonable.  We 

have many lots that don’t get bid on, so please take a look and bid.  There are color scans of many 

of the lots on our website, so take a look at them and bid.  The other way you can help out is by 

consigning material to upcoming auctions.  We are always in need of new material.  You can send 

the lots to Jim Gaul, our auctioneer. 

 

Mark your calendars – we have a great opportunity to meet, socialize, discuss stamps and maybe 

even obtain a great deal at the SeaPex show in Seattle on September 8-10, 2017. We’ll be having 

our Annual Meeting on Saturday, Sept 9th at 1-3pm.  We’ll be planning a Hungarian dinner that 

evening, so if you’re at the show, it would be great if you could attend. We have a lot of members 

on the west coast and several Board members there, so we do expect a good attendance.  If you 

can attend, please let me know and I’ll send you show information.  We’ll also be putting up show 

info and application forms on the website.  The other thing we would like to see is a good 

representation of Hungarian exhibitions at the show.  Even if you can’t attend and have an exhibit, 

please enter it.  I can send you entry forms.  Let’s have a great turnout and I look forward to seeing 

you there. 

 

Now the Website.  Wally will provide a lot more information in his report, but let me give you the 

highlights.  First, the Q&A page.  This is designed to encourage discussion among members and 

has really taken off over the last 2 months.  During that period, there have been over 40 posts and 

responses.  That is amazing!  Please take a look, join in the discussion and most importantly, if 

you have a question you would like to have answered, please post it. You can post pictures, too, 

so if there is a stamp you’ve been trying to identify or one you would like more information about, 

please post it.  Take a look, join in and have fun. 
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We have also created two new content sections on the site.  They are “Hungarica” and “Photo 

Archives”.  Both are under construction and will provide much new content for you to see on the 

site.  Please take a look and provide us with your feedback. 

 

Finally, as you can see this issue is in full color.  I’d like to thank Robert and Chris for some great 

cross-border collaboration to make this happen – enjoy!!! 

 

Thanks for all of your participation in our Society activities!!!! 

 

As always ………………………………………… Happy stamping  

……………..…..Alan 

 

 

WELCOME & KUDOS 

  
A warm welcome to our newest members: Philip Souers of Peasanton, California; Ed David of 

Mystic, Connecticut, Cheryl Verbree of Hudsonville, Michigan and Robert Pinet from Toronto, 

Ontario, Canada.  (Ed. – Robert Pinet is a buddy of mine from the Ottawa Philatelic Society and 

we largely have Alan Soble’s prolific writings on Hungarian survivor cancels to thank for Robert 

joining our merry band of philatelic fanatics.) 

 

Congratulations to our newest Life Member: Judith Kennett, from Australia.   She joined our 

Society 30 years ago in 1987.  As many of you know, Judy has been a prolific contributor to The 

News through the years, and is again in this issue.  Many thanks! 

  
 

 

THE SECRETARY’S REPORT: BOARD ELECTIONS 

 

by Greg Gessell 

 

This year the Society will be holding elections!  Would you like to join the board?  We need active 

participants so the Society can grow!  Currently the following positions are being voted on this 

year.  

 

President: Alan Bauer 

Vice President:  Csaba Kohalmi 

Secretary: Greg Gessell 

Treasurer:  Wes Learned 

Director-at-large:  H. Alan Hoover 

Director-at-large: Robert Morgan 

Director-at-large: Lyman Caswell 

Director-at-large: Chris Brainard 
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If you would like to be nominated for a position - please email the SHP Secretary 

at g_gessell@hotmail.com.  In the second quarter, we will publish any additional volunteers for 

the current positions and then announce the voting method. 

  

We look forward to your volunteerism and participation!  If you don't see a position you would 

like to volunteer for - please send the Secretary a suggested position!  Maybe you would like to 

chair the Membership Committee! 

 

 

 

THE TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

by Wes Learned 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           SOCIETY FOR HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 

                                  Treasurer's Report  -  Year Ending December 31, 2016

                                              submitted by  Wes Learned, Treasurer

          

Beginning Balance 1-1-2016 $864.48 Expenses:

    (Checking - First Wyoming Bank)      Newsletter (4 issues):

                     Printing 2162.07

Income:                       Postage 1645.34

        Auction Deposits 389.20                       Envelopes 223.52

        2016 Deposit Pending 858.60                      Labels 0.00

  

        Donations 37.00     Web Maintenance 50.00

        Sales:     Other Expenses:

            Book Sales 0.00          Postage (Board) 73.51

            Sales Circuit 0.00          State of CT Corp. Filing Fee 50.00

            Bound Editions 0.00          Books 35.00

            News & Website Ads 198.25          APS Show Expense 195.66

         Show Flyers 36.85

        Dues 2054.33 Total Expenses 4471.95

Interest Earned  (added to CD's)  Ending Balances 12/31/16:  

        (checking) 0.00       First Wyoming Checking 1094.47

        (1 yr. CD)** 20.02       First Wyoming CD's (91 day) 1000.49

        (91 Day CD's)** 0.49        First Wyoming CD   1 Yr 9000.00

    

Total Income (excludes interest): 2678.78 Auction Account 1454.15

    CD Redemptions 2023.16   

Beginning Balance plus Deposits 5566.42 Total Assets 12,549.11$  

**Interest earned was added to CD's

mailto:g_gessell@hotmail.com
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THE WEBMASTER’S REPORT 

 

by Wally Green  

Introduction 

 

I am still hoping to get some feedback from the members as to the features you liked and what you 

would like to see on the website.  I’ve received a couple of comments from one member, but I 

would like to see more.  I encourage you to e-mail me any ideas or comments you may have.  I 

really need your feedback to make the website a useful tool for all of our members. 

 

What’s New on the Website 

 

We added an advertising area for members.  If you are trying to sell some items, why not try it? It 

is free to members. 

 

Other new items this time around are old items that somehow got broken and are now fixed.  These 

are: 

• Links to many of the journals (newsletters) on the website had been broken and are now 

fixed. 

• Links to stamp pictures on the Stamp Pages had also been broken and are now fixed. 

• I had managed to load a website helper program which “helped” us by breaking the 

membership sign-up pages.  I found the culprit and removed it. 

• I repaired the stamp Q&A page on the website and this feature is receiving considerable 

interest.  If you have any questions about Hungarian stamps or postal history, why don’t 

you try this feature? 

 

Please let me know if you run into any other problems on the website.  The better I can make the 

website, the more use it will be to our members. 

 

Near Term Website Updates 

 

I am trying to set-up a photo-archive on the website.  We plan to place photographs of past events, 

exhibits, members, etc. here.  Unfortunately, I haven’t got very far.  I’m still having problems 

getting the tool that we use to create the website to do what I want.  So far, it’s not cooperating. 

 

Website Usage 

 

The number of sessions this quarter is almost the same as the previous quarter (1383 last quarter 

vs. 1466 this quarter).  However, the average usage time and number of pages viewed per user 

have steadily increased.  This indicates that users are getting more from the site. 
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It looks like our number of website hits from Russia are declining.  There were 267 this quarter 

compared to 405 last quarter.  These hits typically last about 20 seconds or less.  I still expect there 

may be some weird sort of hacking effort going on. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

 

 

THE RUMINATIONS OF YOUR EDITOR 

 

by Robert Lauer  

 

If you are reading the electronic version of this issue of The News on the website you will notice 

a couple of major changes when you get your hard copy in the mail, and if you are reading your 

paper copy, you will have already noticed two big changes.  First, The News did not come in an 

envelope plastered with frequently uncancelled US postage stamps, but in one with a Canada Post 

indicia in the top right hand corner.  Second, not only are the covers of The News in colour, but 

now the entire issue is in colour.  Both are testament to the revolutionary changes that have 

happened with respect to the quarterly journal of this august society over the last few months. 

 

Back in the spring at the World Stamp Show in New York, we were approached by a printer who 

gave us a very attractive quote to print The News in colour.  When we got back to them about 

printing the 4th quarter newsletter at the quoted price, they backed away from their pricing faster 

than the snow was melting around our place in late February.  Alan and Wes both checked out 

local printers, but they both gave much higher prices for printing The News in colour than our 

current costs.  All of which got me wondering if the dismal value of the Canadian dollar would 

make printing the newsletter in Canada any cheaper.  I went to 2 local printers for quotes: one gave 

me a quote that was little different than those received by Wes, Alan and Chris; the other, located 

in an industrial park not far from my place, gave me a series of quotes to print the News in colour 

that are very competive with our current black & white/colour cover printing costs. 

 

As Chris and I were discussing the logistics of shipping the printed copies to him for mailing, he 

suggested that I should check out what it would cost to mail The News from Canada rather than 

paying to ship it down to him in New Jersey for mailing.  Much to my surprise, Canada Post has 

International Letter Post rates for businesses that are lower than our current mailing costs, as long 

as a business is mailing more than a hundred copies to addresses outside the country.  To take 

advantage of these business rates, I have used a company that I set up for my consulting work, 

9244891 Canada Ltd, which will contract for the printing and mailing of The News and then 

invoice the SHP for the services rendered.  All in, the cost of printing and mailing a colour 

newsletter of 32 pages, including the covers, should be less than our printing and postage costs for 

2016. 

 

Before I ramble on any further, I really want to thank Chris Brainard.  At the outset of this process, 

Chris gave me a crash course on paper weights/grades and mailing costs and acted as an invaluable 

sounding board every step of the way to a colour version of The News.  Without Chris’ help, I am 
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not sure I would have even known where to begin.  Chris also deserves a resounding thank you 

from the entire membership of the SHP for stuffing envelopes, sticking stamps on them and carting 

them down the the post office four times a year for the last quarter of a century.  There is no 

glamour to this job, but it is the only way anybody gets a newsletter.  Thanks, Chris. 

 

This brings me to my next thought.  Prior to Chris’ crash course on the economics of printing and 

mailing, I must confess to being completely cavalier with number of pages in an issue of The 

News; as long as the number was divisible by four, what’s the problem?  Given the state of the 

finances of the society, this year I am going to try to limit each issue of The News to 32 pages, 

inlcuding the covers in an effort to control costs.  The casualty will be my expanded New Issues 

section; I am going to dispense with the technical details of a new issue, which can all be found 

on the Magyar Posta website, and limit the coverage of new issues to those, which in the never 

very humble opinion of your editor, are of cultural or historical import.  This should save a few 

hundred bucks as compared to last year’s publishing costs. 

 

My plea for questions from readers has been answered, as is evident from a couple of the following 

letters to the editor.  As Az Elnök noted in his President’s Corner, the Q&A page on the website 

is a great way for getting questions answered before the next issue of The News is published; 

check it out, there is a ton of great information already there.   I would also like to put in a plug for 

the society’s quaterly auctions.  There are great colour scans of most lots up on the website and a 

fair bit of nice material to be bid on.   

 

Following on the 2016 New Issues piece in the last issue of The News on the new souvenir sheet 

issued by Magyar Posta to commemorate the 1956 Uprising, my predessessor as editor, Csaba 

Kohalmi sent me the photograph of Erika Szeles that was used in the centre of the souvenir sheet 

and a picture of her gravestone in the Kerepesi Cemetery in Budapest.   
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Erika Szeles was born to Jewish parents in 1941 and was raised solely by her mother after her 

father’s death in a Nazi concentration camp.  When the Revolution began on October 23, 1956, 

she joined a resistance group formed by her older boyfriend and some of his fellow students.  She 

quickly learned how to use a sub-machine gun and fought alongside the group in several skirmishes 

with Soviet soldiers.  The iconic photo above of Szeles holding her sub-machine gun was taken 

around November 1st.  A few days afterward, she was convinced by friends, who feared for her 

safety, to put down her weapon and serve the resistance instead as a Red Cross nurse.  On 

November 8th, the resistance group she was with became involved in a serious firefight with 

Russian soldiers in the center of Budapest.  When a friend of hers was wounded, she ran forward 

to help him.  Despite being unarmed and wearing a Red Cross uniform, she was gunned down by 

Russian soldiers and died instantly.  She was 15 years old.  The inscription on her grave marker 

reads – “My never to be forgotten one and only precious little daughter Erika”. 

 

On a lighter note, I would like to thank Anna Trischan, Judy Kennett, Tom Cossaboom and Alan 

Soble for their letters to the editor, and Csaba and Lyman for their assistance in responding the 

questions raised therein.  I would also like to thank Bob Morgan, Judy Kennett and Csaba for the 

articles they have contributed to this issue of The News.  Bob’s wonderful article on imperforate 

stamp First Day Covers is the central article in this issue and offers a fascinating insight into this 

area of Hungarian philately.  Judy Kennett’s article is a riff on a commercial printed matter card 

from the Budapest stamp dealer S. Kelen that was illustrated in Csaba’s article on a Hyperinflation 

airmail cover in the last issue of The News.  Csaba has two contributions to this newsletter: the 

first deals with the partial survival of crowns in some cancellers post-1946; the second with a 

bizarre post-World War II cover from a small village in Yugoslavia and a geographical puzzle on 

a 1944 Romanian stamp.   

 

Finally, I would like to thank Mike Burlingame, Derick Pasternak, Alan Soble, Károly Szücs and 

Csaba for the articles they have submitted and which will be published in the next issues of The 

News.  As the editor of a philatelic journal, I am truely blessed to have such large and enthusiastic 

group of contributors.  Most editors are not even close to being this fortunate.   

 

 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

 

I found the article “Czechs in Hungary in 1919” by Johan Sevenhuijsen in the April – June 2016 

issue of The News (Volume 47, #2) very interesting.  The Czechoslovaks named their part of 

Sátoraljaújhely Slovenské Nové Mesto.  The Monografie Československých Známek, Volume 16, 

Part II, page 241 indicates that Slovenské Nové Mesto did not receive a post office until 1920. 

 

Tom Cossaboom 

Secretary, Society for 

Czechoslovak Philately 
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I found fascinating and educational the article on the two 1916 Coronation stamps, written jointly 

by Robert Lauer, our editor, and Csaba Kohalmi, our ex-editor and longstanding member (The 

News, Volume 47, #4, Oct.-Dec. 2016).  There is one type of cover that was not illustrated in their 

article and which (nearly) completes their menagerie or catalogue: covers franked with genuinely 

postally used Coronation stamps (i.e., not a "non-postally used" example; see p. 9) and which also 

do not bear or display any variation or semblance of the 1916 Coronation cancels and contain no 

philatelic commemorative message about, or reference to, the Coronation celebrated on (or by) the 

two stamps.  (The cover in Lauer and Kohalmi's Figure 9, p. 12, fails.)  I found in one of my 

albums one (but only one) cover that satisfies these ‘Coronation-mentes’ desiderata; it is shown 

below (canceled, within the period of validity, 917-JAN.-8).  The 10 fillér Zita franking is correct, 

because the mailed item is a post card.  All we need now, for completeness, are similar covers (i) 

with a single 15 fillér Károly and (ii) with the pair used together for registration. Readers, please 

send your examples to the editor. 

 

 
 

Alan Soble 

  

 

In his Letter to the President, on pages 5 and 6 of the July – September 2016 issue of The News 

(Volume 47, #3), Bert Nussbaum made some excellent points.  His suggestion about publishing 

some articles to help novices is great - some of these might help old hands like me as well!  Perhaps 

some of the articles that Csaba Kohalmi has written about Hungarian history, both old and modern, 

could be put on the updated website.  Newer members may not have easy access to back issues of 

the News.  However, if copies of the News are deposited in philatelic libraries, such as the APRL, 

members could be encouraged to seek access from those sources. (Editor – Wally now has all of 

the issues of The News back to 2000 up on the website for member reference.) 
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I agree with Bert about explanation of what the term 'Hyperinflation' means in Hungarian philately.  

Bob Morgan, our expert on the period, might be willing to write a short piece about the period, 

with illustrations of some of the covers in his gold medal winning exhibit. 

 

Re: Editor's Ruminations and Ramblings - keep these up!  You touch on information, such as 

selecting relevant and useful catalogues of Hungary, that is useful to all members.  Csaba Kohalmi 

dealt with a few of my early queries!  I do hope all members take up your invitation to send in 

their questions. An accompanying scan of the item in question might be very useful to the Editor. 

 

On Page 5 of the July – September issue of The News, I love the Romanian 'survivor' of the 

Visszatert period in North Transylvania!  For some time, I've been putting aside covers and cards 

used in Northern Transylvania in the years 1940 - 1944, with emphasis on commercial mail. 

 

In your reply to Bert Nussbaum, you mention Charlotte Standing, the Librarian of the Hungarian 

Philatelic Society of Great Britain.  She announced at the HPSGB AGM that she would be retiring 

from that role.  Her address and email address still appeared among the Society's contacts in the 

last issue of their journal.  The HPSGB has a very useful website at www.hpsgb.com .  Its greatest 

feature is that all the information is in English, of course.  I often use their tables of postal rates 

from early times to modern. 

 

Thanks for your efforts, Robert, and all the best for future issues of The News. 

 

Judy Kennett 

 

 

I agree heartily that a Q&A column, as well as more information basic to Hungarian philately, 

would be an asset to the newsletter.  To get things rolling, here are a few questions in search of 

answers. 

  

1. On the scan of Scott# 112 at left, the 6f greenish-blue Harvester, is this 

postmark the official first day cancel for the Republic, and was it used for a 

specific commemorative cover or other postal item?  I have seen other similar, 

though less fancy, country-name cancels that predate the familiar 

KÖZTÁRSASÁG overprint on the Harvesters, Parliaments and Károly/Zita 

stamps issued on November 23, 1918. 

  

 

2. The scans at left are the front and back of a Scott#118, the 

40f olive green Harvester.  Is there something special about 

this stamp that justifies a certification mark?  I cannot read 

the left-hand mark (perhaps a dealer mark?) but the right-

hand mark in German roughly translates as “guaranteed 

genuine.” 

  

http://www.hpsgb.com/
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3. In a bound copy of the Stamp Collector’s Fortnightly, a British publication, the October 16, 

1897 issue has this short item: “NEW HUNGARIAN STAMPS COMING.  We learn from an 

authoritative source that the plates of the new Hungarian stamps are ready.  There will be two 

designs: the one for the lower values being of the present shape, while the higher values will be 

somewhat larger.  The currency will be the “Corona” (crown) equal in value to one half Florin, 

and divided into 100 “Filler” (the Hellers of Austria) equal to a half Kreuzer.  The values issued 

will comprise 2, 4, 6, 10, 20, 30, 48, and 60 Fillers, the upright design showing a large coat of arms 

of Hungary flanked by the figures of value on each side, and 1, 2, and 4 Coronas, the coat of arms 

being held by figures of angels on both sides.  All the stamps will be printed in two colours.”  To 

what stamps does this refer?  Were these ever issued, or are there proofs or essays? 

  

Thank you for all the interesting and enlightening information in the Newsletter.  I always look 

forward to receiving it. 

  

Anna Trischan 

 

Editor – I ran these questions by the Sage of Indianapolis (a.k.a.Csaba Kohalmi), so what 

follows is our combined wisdom (mostly his) on the queries raised. 

1. This is indeed one of the commemorative cancels used in Budapest to mark the 

declaration of the first People’s Republic on 

November 16, 1918.  These commemorative 

cancels were only used in Budapest (at 9 

different post offices) and in Debrecen.  Three 

of the Budapest post offices used red ink for the 

cancels contrary to postal regulations, all the 

others used black. There was a charge of 2K 

per cancellation to benefit the postal workers' 

charity.  The commemorative cancel used for 

Debreczen is illustrated at right. 

2. Neither Csaba nor I could figure out why one would authenticate such a common stamp.  

Neither of us recognize the mark on the left side as an expert’s mark, so I suspect it is a 

dealer’s stamp. 

3. I think this article in the Stamp Collector’s Fortnightly was just a tad ahead of itself.  

There were over 50 proposed designs for the new Korona/fillér postage stamps including 

the bi-color coat-of-arms with angels.  Some of these received trial printings at the State 

Printing Office.  The designs that were actually used for these new stamps were the Turul 

design for the fillér values and Franz Josef for the Korona values.  There is a good 

article in the December 2016 issue of the Stamps of Hungary on the various entries that 

were submitted to the 1898 competition for the design of the new Korona/fillér stamps.   
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I have difficulty fitting this Budapest-to-Budapest cover, a scan of which appears below, and its 

use of the Porto stamp into Lyman Caswell's beautiful exposition of the inflation overprinted 

Harvester Porto stamps in the October-December 2016 issue of The News (Volume 47, #4).  

Cancelled 923 OKT 23, the rate for this cover should have been 150K according to Lyman's 

opening rate chart.  On the back side of the cover, the franking is a strip of four 25K Harvesters, 

totaling 100K.  The porto surcharge should have been 100K (150K-100K = 50K, then x2 = 100K).  

However, the porto stamp on the front side of the cover is not 100K, but a 200K on the 4.5K 

Harvester.  Is this the answer to the puzzle? -- the original rate was not 150K (as the chart says), 

but had to be, instead, 200K, so that a 200K porto is exactly twice the missing (underfranked) 

payment of 100K.  Maybe the answer (alternatively) lies in the weight of the envelope with its 

contents or in the meaning of the abbreviation "Cg" or the big “B” on the back?  Any help will be 

appreciated. 

 

 
 

Alan Soble 

 

Lyman Caswell - You are correct in concluding that the amount of postage due charged cannot 

be derived from the postal rates in effect on 23 October 1923.  This rate period was 1 October 

1923 to 31 December 1923.  The postage applied to the cover of 100K, was the correct rate for a 

letter of 20 grams or less during the previous rate period, 13 August 1923 to 30 September 1923.  

My assumption is that the postage due was calculated from the rates of the previous rate period, 

100K for a letter of 20 grams or less, with an additional 100K for each 20-gram increment.  If 

the letter weighed between 20 and 40 grams, the correct postage would thus be 200K. But if the 

letter was overweight, the actual weight should have been marked on it.  This franking deficiency 

of 100K yields a postage due of 200K.  I don’t know what the big “B” means.  

 

I have occasionally run into examples of the calculation of postage due on the basis of a 

previous rate period among hyperinflation covers.  I suspect that this is an example of this also 

happening during the Korona inflation of the 1920s.  

 

Csaba Kohalmi - The Cg._____ on the back has no postal meaning that I know of and may just 

be some sort of inventory marking of the recipient.  “Cg.” could be an abbreviation for “Ceg”, 

meaning business house or commercial establishment. 
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HUNGARIAN POSTAL RATES FOR 2017 

 
Compiled by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 
 

New Hungarian Postal Rates 1 January 2017 

(simplified version) Domestic Europe Other Destinations 

 Non-priority 

8.- 

12.- 

2.- 

- 

- 

- 

Priority Non-priority 

8.- 

12.- 

2.- 

- 

- 

- 

Priority Non-priority 

8.- 

12.- 

2.- 

- 

- 

- 

Priority 

 Standard letter1 to 30gm 120.- 155.- - - - - 

 Standard letter1 to 20gm - - 335.- 375.- 390.- 435.- 

 Letter up to 20gm, non-standard - - 390.- 440.- 445.- 495.- 

2.370.- 

3.780.- 

110.- 

 Letter up to 50gm 160.- 210.- 495.- 555.- 570.-  640.- 

 Letter up to 100gm 235.- 300.- 785.- 875.- 905.- 1.000.- 

 Letter up to 250gm 275.- 375.- 1.290.- 1.430.- 1.490.- 1.630.- 

 Letter up to 500gm 490.- 645.- 2.115.- 2.310.- 2.430.- 2.620.- 

 Letter up to 750gm 795.- 1.030.- - - - - 

 Letter up to 1000gm 1.000.- 1.310.- 3.665.- 3.920.- 4.210.- 4.450.- 

 Letter up to 1500gm - - 5.155.- 5.505.- 5.930.- 6.280.- 

 Letter up to 2000gm - - 6.410.- 6.855.- 7.380.- 7.810.- 

 Post Card 120.- 155.- 335.- 375.- 390.- 435.- 

 M Bag up to 5kg - - 6.880.- 6.880.- 7.835.- 7.875.- 

 M Bag over 5kg, per kg - - 920.-  920.-  1.050.- 1.050.- 

 E-mail notification 30.- - - 

 Domestic parcel up to 2 kg 1.490.-  - - 

 Domestic parcel up to 5kg 1.690.- - - 

 Domestic parcel up to 10kg 1.790.- - - 

 Domestic parcel up to 20kg 1.990.- - - 

 Collect on Delivery - 400.- 400.- 

 Registration  290.- 890.- 890.- 

 Certified/Tértivevény  200.- 440.- 440.- 

 Official Correspondence 360.- - - 

 “ delivered to addressee only 470.- - - 

 Deliver to addressee only 1.120.- 415.- 415.- 

 Declared value 415.- (up to 10.000Ft) 415.- for each 5.000Ft 415.- for each 5.000Ft 
 
Footnote: 
1  The “Standard Envelope” dimensions are 114 x 162 mm (minimum) and 110 x 220 mm (maximum). 

 
Information about the new postal rates was taken from the website of the Hungarian Post (posta.hu).  US$1= 
~HUF 290.  The basic domestic postal rates show small increases for the first weight increment and larger 
increases for higher weights.  Post card rates are the same as the first increment letter rate.  Rates to foreign 
destinations increased between 5 and 10 percent. 
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Introduction to 

Hungary's Promotional FDCs with Imperforate Stamps 

 

by Robert B. Morgan 

 

After 15 years of collecting Hungary's imperforate stamps, by chance in 1985, I ventured into 

collecting 1945-1946 hyperinflation mail and with that move I was introduced to postal history.  I 

did not know it at the time, but as it turns out, from that point on it became my lifetime 

collecting/exhibiting journey.  A couple years later, I remembered having a FDC (First Day Cover) 

with imperforate stamps and experienced an 'aha' moment.  This is where the combination of postal 

history and imperforate stamps intersect.  It fuses the scarcity of imperforate stamps with the even 

more scarce mailed FDCs with imperforate stamps.  I knew in that instant that I would like 

collecting those covers and it became my second collecting interest.  I've started on yet another 

pioneering collecting field that has given me challenges and great satisfaction.  I've learned to be 

patient and perseverant.  As my collection grew so did my knowledge and since then I have enjoyed 

every minute of hunting for these elusive covers.   

 

I'd like to share with you what I've learned up to now.  This work is not complete by far; it is wide 

open for future research. 

  

As we know, prior to 1958, there were a limited number of Hungarian stamps that were issued 

imperforate for postal purposes.  These include the 1939 Protestant Day souvenir sheet, the 1941 

“Aid to Artists” (Müvészetért) souvenir sheet, the 1949 Pushkin souvenir sheet, the 1949 stamps 

sets marking the 75th Anniversary of the Universal Postal Union, the Centenary of the Chain Bridge 

and Stalin’s 70th Birthday, as well as the 1950 souvenir sheet commemorating the death of General 

Bem.  From 1958, all of Hungary's imperforate ('imp', 'imperf' or 'imperforate') stamps were valid 

for postal use (postal regulation 180.633/8.B.) yet because of the very limited quantities issued and 

for much higher selling costs (4-10x higher than perforated stamps), they were rarely used on 

contemporary commercial or private mail.  Although imperforate stamps exist for practically all 

issues of Hungary, FDCs with FD (First Day) markings could exist only for 44 years: from March 

5, 1947, until December 6, 1991.  A few of the imperforate stamps were used on promotional 

FDCs by the Hungarian Post to promote Hungarian stamps in foreign countries.  In 1980, it was 

allowed for individual stamp collectors to order mailed FDCs with imperforate stamps on a 

prepaid subscription basis.  I believe those covers are very scarce and they are an integral part in 

my collection. 

 

There were some earlier (pre-1947) imperforate issues with commemorative FD cancellations, 

those we could consider 'forerunners' to the officially designated FD markings. My earliest 

'forerunner' FDC with an imperforate stamp is the Aid to Artists souvenir sheet, which was only 

issued as an imperforate souvenir sheet on January 5, 1941, (in contrast the stamp set with the 

same designs, but in different colors was issued on December 31, 1940, both in perforated and 

imperforate varieties). 
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Forerunner FDC. Scott #B130. 

January 5, 1941. Special green First Day commemorative cancellation. 
The souvenir sheet was valid for postage only as an undivided whole sheet. 

 

While the promotional FDCs with perforated stamps were widely distributed, the ones with 

imperforate stamps were sent only to select 'target' people/companies to promote Hungarian stamp 

sales for the Post.  The same cacheted envelops were used for perforated and imperforate mailings. 

 

   
Rhomboid Type First Day marking.  Rhomboid Type First Day marking. 

         November 1, 1949. Scott #859-60, #C63   December 10, 1950. Scott #C80. 
    Note the blacked-out word ‘Kir” (Royal) on the 
  Registry label. 

 

There is so much yet to find out - for example when did the mailings of promotional FDCs with 

imperforate stamps began?  My earliest such cover is November 1, 1949, commemorating the 

Universal Postal Union's 75th anniversary. 
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                Rhomboid Type First Day marking.                              Rhomboid Type First Day marking. 

                  November 4,1951. Scott #974-78.                                  August 12, 1956. Scott #158b. 

       Imperforate-in-between Variety. 

 

  
Rhomboid Type First Day marking. December 21, 1949. 

Mailed by Dr. Szöke András to Béla Bauer, the father of our current SHP President Alan Bauer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhomboid (with post horn) Type  

         First Day marking. 

February 22, 1958. Scott #1181. 

                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I also have mailed imperf FDCs dating back to November 20, 1949, (Chain Bridge) and December 

21, 1949, (Stalin).  Some of these, according to the affixed Registry labels, were mailed by the 

Magyar Posta Értékcikkraktára to addresses in the USA, England and Switzerland. 
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The Evolution of the Rhomboid and Circle FD Markings 

  

The many major and minor variations for both types (rhomboid and circle) were written up 

scholarly by Sándor Vargha*.  The collected data in this two volume book ends in July 1983, but 

the practice of using FD markings continued for another eight years to December, 1991. 

 

 
         Mar. 5.1947-Aug.14.1949          Aug.20.1949- Oct.7.1956            Jan.31.1957-Sep.16.1966 

 

The rhomboid type FD marking began on March 5, 1947, is not dated (includes no postmark). The 

marking was placed separately on the covers and has never been used for cancellation.  This type 

was used on all FDCs until December 29, 1966, (except June 8, 1957, the Esperanto mark).  During 

the first years of the promotional FDCs with imperforate stamps, mailings were sporadic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The rhomboid type changed to circle type FD marking on October 17, 1966.  The circle type 

included a postmark and a separate placement was in order, but was rarely used for cancellation. 

All the following FDCs were processed with the circle type markings until December 6, 1991, 

when the Post discontinued the imperforate stamp program and put an end date to our collection. 

 
*VARGHA SÁNDOR: “KATALÓGUS az ELSÖNAP - i bélyegzök lenyomatairól/ 1947. III.5-töl - 1983. X. 

7-ig I. and II. Fejezet.” 
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Circle Type FD marking on the Last Day for any FD markings. 

December 6, 1991. Scott #3330. 

 

This study's focus is solely on FDCs with imperforate stamps that were actually mailed.  This is 

not the modern unaddressed FDC collection where every cover is expected to be pristine.  In 

deference, these covers saw postal duty and passed through the mail system bearing the auxiliary 

postal markings as well as the scuffing endured while in transit.  These covers have every aspect 

of postal history. 

  

FDCs with imperforate stamps were used to promote Hungarian stamp sales abroad that 'targeted' 

stamp dealers, writers of stamp columns, catalogue publishers and only rarely were they sent to 

influential VIPs around the world.  As an observation, only larger stamp dealers received FDCs 

franked with imperforate stamps.  A few very large dealers received both the perforated and 

imperforate mailings.  Mailings to each of these addresses was continued for a limited time period 

with varied time lengths.  I have no knowledge of any record as who was in charge of selecting 

the 'target' names and do not know if any record was kept of the quantities mailed of each 

imperforate issue. 
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The promotional FDCs with imperforate stamp mailings were posted by:  
(I have samples and dates:)  

A Posta Értékcikkraktára és Bélyegirodája/Budapest 62. (1949, nov.20)  

Philatelia Hungarica (1951, XI. 4.)  

Magyar Filatelia/Budapest,VI.,November-tér 3 (1958,Aug.30.)  

Philatelia Hungarica, (1958, X. 26)  

Philatelia Hungarica, P.O.B. 20, Budapest 5, Hungary. (1958,Dec.31, to 1964)  

Magyar Bélyeggyüjtök Országos Szöv./Titkárság/Budapest 5, Postafiók 164. (1965,Aug.20)  

Magyar Bélyeggyüjtök Országos Szövetsége/Titkárság/Budapest53,Postafiók 164 (1959.IX.20;1965.)  

MABÉOSZ/Bp.5.Pf.184. (1967. III.21; X.31; XI.21)  

Posta Értékcikkhivatal/Budapest XIII, Váci út 17, (to VIPs 1970 III.7; 1974)  

Magyar Bélyeggyüjtök/Országos Szövetsége/Postacim:1387 Bp.Pf4:/laszám:OTP VI.ker.509-95 

(1979.XI.20)  

Philatelia Hungarica/P.O.B. 600/Budapest 5/Hungary. (1947, July 7, to 1980)  

Philatelia Hungarica, Public Relations, P.O.B.600,Budapest,5, Hungary (1988.IV.20)  

Philatelia Hungarica/H-1373. Budapest/P.O.B.600. ( 1968 to 1989)  

FDC/Magyar Bélyeggyüjtök/Országos Szövetsége/Budapest, Pf.4./1387 (1981-1991)  

FDC/Magyar Bélyeggyüjtök/Országos Szövetsége/Budapest 62.Pf.4./1387 (1991.12.06)  

 

Philatelia Hungarica = was/is the stamp marketing arm of the Hungarian Post.  

 

MABÉOSZ (Magyar Bélyeggyüjtök Országos Szövetsége) = the contract arrangement for this service 

between the Hungarian Post and MABÉOSZ was extended from time-to-time for 1 to 5 years.  For the 

responsibility and processing work, MABÉOSZ received a 6% discount/commission.  The same 6% 

discount was given to tobacco shops for handling/selling postal stamps, postal cards, etc.  

 

Enclosures 
 

The promotional enclosures/inserts included in FDCs evolved over time.  In the beginning, the 

postal service’s announcement of the new issue with the description and ordering costs were 

included.  Later the mailed FDCs had inserts with the description and a black and white (reduced) 

photo of the new issue.  As a stiffening filler, many times only a card with a greeting message or 

a cut-to-size from a playing card sheet were used.  And even later, the description of the new issue 

with a de-validated example was included.  Most of the time, these enclosures were removed from 

the covers by the recipients.  I believe the timeline story of these inserts during the 44 years of 

FDCs existence could be another fascinating subject to document. 

 

         
                          Stiffener/filler.                                                Promotional enclosure. 
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Promotional enclosure. 

 

Promotional FDCs with imperforate stamps known to exist in the following categories:  

 

a) the 'forerunners' period with First Day-dated commemorative cancellations,  

b) actually mailed 'promotional' FDCs with FD and postal markings,  

c) actually mailed pre-ordered FDCs with FD and postal markings,  

d) privately mailed FDCs with FD and postal markings,  

e) CTOs (Canceled To Order) with FD marking but not mailed,  

f) CTOs with FD marking, privately addressed, not mailed or mailed with later day-cancellation.  

g) perforated-stamp FDCs when payment for the residual mailing cost (placed on the reverse 

side) with earlier issued imperforate stamp(s).  

 

I have to assume that all imperforate issues after 1958 with FD markings exist as mailed/posted 

promotional FDCs, however in 35+ years of collecting them, there are still many that I don't have 

or have never seen a sample of yet. 

 

From my collecting experience, I have observed that with each issue, the actually posted 

promotional FDCs with imperforate stamps were mailed only to a very small number (5-30) of  

'targets'.  To my knowledge there is no record of how many such promotional mailings were sent 

out of each issue and to how many 'targets'.  As far as the not-mailed CTO FDCs (ordered by 
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dealers for resale) are concerned - it is anybody’s guess how many exists.  I have also observed 

that each ‘target’ received these mailings only for a limited period of time.   

 

Covering the 44 years when FD markings were in force, I have 201 different name examples (not 

counting the same name with different addresses) of ‘target’ recipients.  I have examples of these 

promotional FDCs mailed to 26 different countries: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, 

Canada, England/ U.K., France, Germany/Bundesrepublic, Germany/West, Gibraltar, Hungary, 

Israel, Italy, Mongolia, Morocco, Netherlands/Holland, Palestine, Poland, Spain, Sweden, 

Switzerland, Turkey, Uruguay, U.S.A., and Venezuela.  

 

To summarize: We have FD marked covers with finite-dated start and ending, franked with limited 

quantity imperforate stamps, mailed to limited number of 'targets' and with limited number of 

mailings.  It is a formidable and rewarding collecting challenge! 

  

I am contemplating the idea of working up an exhibit with this exciting material. To my knowledge 

none has been done before.  If made, it would be admitted in the Postal History Division of all 

USA National (WSP), International (FIP) and I assume in Europe's (FEPA) philatelic shows.  

 

I have duplicate imperf First Day Covers of some issues and I am open to do ex-changes with 

interested collectors.  My email address is on the inside of this newsletter’s cover. 

 

 

 

PARTIALLY MODIFIED CANCELING DEVICE FROM DABRONC 

 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

In the midst of the hyperinflation following World War II, Prime Minister Zoltán Tildy changed 

the status of Hungary from the kingdom to a republic on 1 February 1946.  (See Robert Lauer’s 

article, The Founding of the Second Hungarian Republic, in the January-March 2016 issue of The 

News.)  With that declaration, the Holy Crown ceased to be a symbol of the state as well as the 

symbol of Hungarian Post.  Up to that point, the crown was a decorative feature of a vast majority 

of postal cancelling devices made after 1900 (with the exception of cancellers produced for a short 

period in the early 1920s). 

 

In early 1946, there was a great need for replacement cancellers for devices lost or damaged during 

the war.  These new devices and ones manufactured subsequently no longer featured the crown as 

a decorative element.  The post office then directed that the crown be removed from all older 

cancellers still in service.  By mid-1947, the directive seems to have been successfully 

implemented: the crown had disappeared (excised, ground down or chiseled out) from most 

devices.  Over six decades of collecting, I’ve found only a few stamps with cancellations that still 

showed ink smears alluding to where the crown used to be. 
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Airmail letter sent from Dabronc on 7 April 1960 to New York. 

 

Needless to say, I was excited when I found the cover mailed from Dabronc on 7 April 1960 with 

cancellations that showed a strong ink smudge in the location of the crown.  The incomplete 

removal 13 years later was quite surprising.   

  

Dabronc is a village of roughly 400 inhabitants in the southwestern corner to Veszprém County.  

Because of its small population, I’m sure that its postal traffic was light and the canceller originally 

put into service in 1943 did not need to be replaced; and nobody was bothered by the fact that the 

removal of the crown was incomplete.  (A magyar bélyegek mongráfiája [Vol 6, p. 428] shows 

that the device was still in service when the book went to press in 1973.) 

 

 

Left: 

Hódmezővásárhely 

cancel from 1950; 

Mezőberény cancel 

from 1949. 

Right: Dabronc 

cancel from 1960.  

Each cancellation 

shows a remnant of 

the Holy Crown 

decoration. 

 



The News of Hungarian Philately 
 

 

22 

January – March 2017 
 

MORE FROM S. KELEN 

 

by Judy Kennett 

 

On page 4 of the October – December 2016 issue of The News, Csaba Kohalmi showed a 

commercial card from S. Kelen, a stamp dealer in Budapest in the 1920s, and possibly later.  I 

found a copy of a similar card in my collection of mail from Hungary to Australia during the First 

Inflation Period posted to a Mr. Clifford Neil in Prospect, South Australia (Figure 1 below). The 

date of posting is barely readable (maybe 924 DEC 1) and the street address for S. Kelen & Co. is 

different from that on the card in Csaba’s article. 

 
Figure 1 

Initially, the franking of 1,000 Korona on this card was a bit puzzling given that the rate to send a 

postcard to Australia in the last half of 1924 was 3,000 Korona; so, in fact was the franking of the 

card that appeared in Csaba’s article at 800 Korona, when the cost of sending post cards overseas 

during 1925 was either 3,000 Korona prior to October 1st or 2,500 Korona for the period after that 

date.  As part of an exchange of email messages between the editor, Csaba and myself, Csaba 

pointed out that both of these cards would have been mailed at the Printed Matter rate (indicated 

as Nyomtatvany on the front of the cards).  The Printed Matter rate between June 1, 1924 and 

December 31, 1924 was 1,000 Korona and then 800 Korona starting on January 1, 1925, in both 

cases consistent with the franking on the cards. 
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Figure 2 shows the back of this card.  It’s not dated or signed, but appears to be a ‘reminder’ that 

S. Kelen is waiting for payment for stamps sent ‘on approval’.  

 

 
Figure 2 

Figure 3 is another example of Mr. Kelen's advertising material sent the month after the card in 

Csaba’s article, from the same address and with the same franking; it is half of a card (torn at the 

top) posted at Budapest 62 on 925 NOV 27, and addressed to the United States. The price list on 

the other side offers pictorial stamps from Labuan, Liberia, Borneo and Nyassa (now Malawi in 

Africa).  

 

 
Figure 3 
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Figure 4 is the back of a souvenir card for Első Magyar Filatelista Nap (First Hungarian Stamp 

Day) 20-24 September 1924, flown from Esztergom on 23 September, and cancelled in Budapest 

on 24 September.  It’s sent to Mr. Kelen at the same address as on Csaba’s card, with a Legiposta 

cachet, and lavishly franked with Icarus issues.  Figure 5 shows the front of the souvenir card. 

 

   
Figure 4                                                                         Figure 5 

Rummaging through a batch of mail from stamp dealers in Budapest to stamp dealers in UK, dated 

from 1921 to 1926, I found some more mail from S. Kelen.  The first item was a stained envelope 

addressed to a well-known stamp dealer and publisher, F. Hugh Vallancey, posted at Budapest 72 

on 925 NOV 13 (Figure 6).  The back of the envelope, with franking of 5000 Korona, is illustrated 

in Figure 7.  Vallancey was the publisher of a contemporary journal ‘Stamp Collecting’ from this 

address. 

 

  
Figure 6                                                                  Figure 7 

 

There was also a full card with ‘Special Offer Nr. 3’ dated February 1926.  It was sent to a dealer 

in London, and re-directed to the same address at 89 Farringdon Street.  The card was posted at 

Budapest 62 on 926 JAN 8 (Figure 8).  On the back (Figure 9) is Mr. Kelen’s policy for looking 

after his dealer clients and a London machine cancel for JAN 29, 1926, with a slogan ‘British 
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goods are best’.  The English in S. Kelen’s commercial cards is usually pretty good, but in the case 

of this card, I am sure that he meant his ‘esteemed’ clients, rather than those who were just 

“estimated”. 

 

  
Figure 8                                                                  Figure 9 

 

Will there be more from Mr. Kelen in the next issues of The News?  It seems that there used to be 

plenty of mail from him in the philatelic market, with the bonus that much of it is from the First 

Inflation period. 

 

 

2017 NEW ISSUE 

 

On February 1, 2017, Magyar Posta issued a commemorative stamp 

in remembrance of the victims of the GULÁG-GUPVI.  Forced 

labour camps to suppress the political opposition existed in Tsarist 

Russia, but these did not form the type of unified system as they did 

after the Russian Revolution.  The growing camp system, known by 

its Russian acronym GULAG, reached its greatest extent under the 

dictatorship of Stalin.  In these camps, the Russian and foreign 

opponents of Stalin’s policies, former prisoners of war deemed 

unreliable, peasants driven off their land and other forcibly displaced 

people were condemned to hard physical labour for 12 hours a day 

under the most wretched conditions.  The majority of the 

approximately 20 to 30 million prisoners interned in the GULAG 

were to perish before it was eventually closed down in the 1960s.  In 

Hungary, military and civilian internees were taken to GUPVI, the camp network for prisoners of 

war and internees created in 1939, while those found guilty of political offences were sent to the 

much stricter GULAG camps.  Of the approximately 800 000 people deported from Hungary, 

300 000 died while they were incarcerated.  The GULÁG/GUPVI Memorial Year, originally 2015, 

has been extended to 25 February 2017, the 70th anniversary of the deportation of politician Béla 

Kovács, a member of the Independent Smallholders Party. 
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POST WORLD WAR II PHILATELIC HISTORY:  

PREKMURJE & TRANSYLVANIA 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 
Florent Tricot is a person from France who has regularly contacted Bob Morgan and me regarding 

questions about covers from the 1945-1946 hyperinflation.  For the most part, Bob has been the 

authoritative source of information about frankings and unusual usages.  I usually provide 

translation services.  Florent’s last query had me completely stumped. 

 

Florent asked my opinion about a cover offered for sale on the Delcampe website.  (Delcampe is 

the European version of the on-line marketplace like eBay.)  The envelope shown below was 

cancelled at Prosenjakovci of 14 August 1945 and was addressed to Veliko Selo, Posta Fokovci, 

Muravidék, Jugoslavia [sic.].  It was franked with 26 Hungarian stamps totaling 1,10 pengő face 

value.  Prosenjakovci is the Serbo-Croatian name of Pártosfalva (currently located in Slovenia), a 

village that temporarily became part of Hungary between 1941 and 1944.  (The Hungarian term 

for Prekmurje is Muravidék [i.e., environs of the Mura River].)  The style of the cancellation is 

definitely post-World War II Jugoslav.  The sender’s return address is written as ‘Brčko,’ a town 

in northern Bosnia. 

 

           
 

Why were Hungarian stamps used to frank the letter?  Why were Hungarian stamps accepted as 

postage in Jugoslavia?  Foreign mail service between Hungary and Jugoslavia was restored on 6 

August 1945.  Could it be that the letter was ‘posted’ in Hungary and forwarded without the stamps 

being cancelled, something the Jugoslav post office of Prosenjakovci compensated for OR was the 

letter, franked with Hungarian stamps, simply hand-carried over the unsecured border and was 

processed as a courtesy?  In any case, the postage paid by the miscellaneous stamps was 

insufficient for a letter posted in Hungary and addressed to Jugoslavia.  (The Hungarian domestic 

letter rate was 3 pengő and the foreign letter rate was 20 pengő in August 1945.) 

  

Veliko Selo’s Hungarian name is Nagytótlak.  There were no Hungarian cancellers made for it 

during the years the region was under Hungarian administration, according to Volume VI of the 

Monográfiája, as the village was too small to have a post office.  In fact, I had a difficult time in 
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finding it on a map.  Its current name is simply Selo.  As is customary in addressing mail to places 

lacking a post office, the post office of Fokovci was indicated as being the nearest one.  It is 

interesting to note that Selo appears to be almost exactly halfway between Fokovci and 

Prosenjakovci.  If the letter had been posted in Prosenjakovci, it would have been a short walk to 

carry it to Selo.  The geographic proximity adds to the mystery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone can unravel this mystery, please help!  (The seller’s asking price for the cover was 255 

euros, a hefty chunk-of-change!) 

 

The next topic Transylvania came about from a series of email exchanges with Alan Soble 

regarding a Romanian stamp, shown below on the right, reproducing the map of Northern 

Transylvania under stern gaze of Kings Ferdinand and Michael (Scott no. B251) . 

 

Alan wondered which towns were indicated by the small white circles on the map (left to right, 

clockwise, top three: Nagyvárad / Oradea, Szatmárnémeti / Satu Mare, Máramarossziget / Sighetu 

Marmaţiei; middle three: Zilah / Zalău, Dés / Dej, Beszterce / Bistriţa; lower four: Kolozsvár / 

Cluj, Marosvásárhely / Tîrgu Mureş, Székelyudvarhely / Odorheiu Secuiesc, Csíkszereda / 

Miercuria-Ciuc; lowest: Sepsiszentgyörgy / Stîfnu Gheorghe.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During World War II, the area, shown in the map above on the left, was awarded to Hungary in 

the fall of 1940.  This sliver of northern Transylvania included the heavily ethnic Hungarian 

western Partium region and the three székely counties in the south-east corner.  The middle part 

was inhabited mostly by Romanians.  The Treaty of Trianon map (left on the next page) shows a 

clearer picture of the ethnic composition of Greater Hungary.  Losing this land cut deeply into 

 
 

Left:  Detail of a map showing 

Prosenjakovci, Selo, and 

Fokovci along a rural road. 

Right: Bilingual map showing 

Prosenjankovci/Pártosfalva and 

Fokovci/Úrdomb.  

Selo/Nagytótlak is too small to 

indicate.  Note that on this map, 

Prosenjankovci is spelled with 

an extra ‘n.’ 
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Greater Romania’s middle as can be seen on the map on right on the next page.  To add insult to 

injury, in 1940, Romania also ceded Bucovina and Bessarabia to the Soviet Union as well as South 

Dobrudja to Bulgaria.  (After invading the Soviet Union on the side of Nazi Germany in 1941, 

Romania recovered the two lost provinces and added Moldova to its territorial gains.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Left: Map of Greater Hungary showing the areas inhabited by ethnic Hungarians.       Right: 

Romania’s territorial losses in 1940 and gains in 1941. 

 

Fast forward to 23 August 1944: King Michael engineered a coup d’état that ousted the fascist 

government of Marshall Ion Antonescu.  The monarch declared a cease fire with the Red Army 

and turned his sizeable military against the Germans.  The about-face trapped dozens of German 

divisions between the Soviets and the Romanians and hastened the invasion of Hungary.  (The 

Hungarians were prepared to defend the country’s borders along the Carpathian Mountains and 

were unprepared for defense against attacks along the flat terrain of the Bánát region in the south-

east.)  The Hungarian army counterattacked, briefly occupying Arad and crossing the border near 

Torda/Turda, but was repulsed.  Northern Transylvania was outflanked. The 2nd Ukrainian Front’s 

capturing of the area between Debrecen and Nagyvárad in October 1945 removed it from the 

theater of war.  A Soviet military administration was established on 25 October 1944 and lasted 

until 9 April 1945 when it was replaced by Romanian personnel.  During this time, Northern 

Transylvania was semi-autonomous.  (See Gábor Voloncs’s article on the postal used of local 

stamps issued in Nagyvárad in the July-September 2011 issue of The News.)  Also at this time, 

groups of the so-called Maniu Guard infiltrated the székely region but were quickly expelled by 

the Soviet military because of their atrocities committed against the native population. 

 

Back to the Romanian stamp showing the map.  Alan wondered why ‘1944’ was the date used in 

the design (the stamp was issued in 1945). The Allied armistice agreement with Romania, dated 

12 September 1944, invalidated the Second Vienna Arbitral Award that returned Northern 

Transylvania to Hungary.  Evidently, the Romanian stamp designer felt that 1944 was the correct 

year that the region became a part of Romania again.  De facto, Romanian administrators did not 

return to the area until the spring of 1945.  By that time, Stalin was re-assured that a leftist 

government would be in power in Bucharest despite the fact the he allowed King Michael’s 

monarchy to stay in place until 1948.  The Peace Treaty of Paris, signed in 1947, re-established 

Hungary’s 1937 borders; and Northern Transylvania formally became a part of Romania again. 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 
 

Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Jim Gaul: 1920 Fawn Lane, Hellertown, PA 18055-2117 USA, email: 
terrynjim@ptd.net. You can set your starting price or consult with Jim to establish the same.  You 
can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of new acquisitions 
for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 11 
books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Orders and 
inquiries should be sent to:  

 
H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,  

e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

The 1949 Chain Bridge set (Scott# 861-63, C64-65) imperforate on FDC, November 20, 1949, 

sent Registered Air Mail to Uruguay. 

 

 
 

The souvenir sheet commemorating the American-Soviet Summit Meeting in December 1987 

(Scott #3101) imperforate on FDC, December 7, 1987, sent Registered to Otto Gábor Schaffling, 

who was a member of the SHP at the time. 


