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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

by Alan Bauer 

 

Hello everyone, it has been an exciting May.  Diane and I visited Hungary for two weeks.  It was 

a whirlwind of activities, mostly revolving around stamps.  However, we did have a chance to 

spend a weekend in Szeged visiting family and some time with old friends in Budapest.  We even 

had the time to spend a couple of days sightseeing in Budapest.  Most of the time was spent walking 

and riding the Tram, other than our two day sojourn to Szeged.  There are beautiful buildings and 

so much history on every square and around every corner.  Budapest is a city not to be missed. 

 

What I would like to do, though, is tell you about my stamp activities.  On May 20th, I presented 

my paper, “The Society for Hungarian Philately from a Historical Perspective” to Mafitt.  It was 

very well received by an audience of between 25-30 people and was followed by many questions 

and some very good discussion.  István Glatz, the Vice President of MABÉOSz, the Hungarian 

stamp collector society, was there and proposed a broader cooperation between our two societies.  

We met later in the following week to discuss this further and will put some ideas on the table later 

this summer.  They are putting in place some initiatives to modernize their society, and once that 

is done, there will be ample opportunities for cooperation.  Regarding the paper, there is a link to 

the presentation on the home page of our website, as well as a downloadable PDF file of the paper.  

Please take a look and let me know what you think.  I hope you will find it interesting.  We want 

to keep this as a living document, so it will be updated periodically as new events occur.  I would 

also like to add to the document things from our history that are not now included.  If you have 

anything you would like to add please email (or mail) it to me.  

 

There were many other stamp related activities that kept us busy throughout the two weeks.  We 

met with Magyar Posta to discuss their new issue program and they had many questions about the 

state of stamp collecting in the US and our observations about it in other parts of the world.  I was 

able to spend some time with Peter Darabanth of Darabanth Auctions and we shared many 

interesting stories.  Of course, I also spent time trolling the stamp shops of Budapest.  There were 

a couple of dealers with whom I was able to establish personal relations and also two that might 

be interested in providing us some new auction material.  All in all, it was a great trip and best of 

all, I got to enjoy it with Diane, while our two young adult kids (26 and 21) took care of the house, 

the dog and the cat.  Yes, they do both live at home.  My son with his fiancée, Stacie and my 

daughter with her very close boyfriend, Ryan.  Not to mention Mandy (dog) and Salem (cat).  You 

can imagine how peaceful the trip to Hungary was. 

 

Don’t forget to vote for the new executive! A ballot is included in this issue of The News. 

 

I hope you’ve enjoyed my ramblings.  There is much other news, but I will leave that to Robert 

and Wally.  Information about our attendance at SEAPEX is also included later in the News.  I 

hope to see many of you there this September 8-10.  

 

As always ………Happy stamping  
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WELCOME & KUDOS 

  

A warm welcome to our newest member: Joe Lenyi of Woodbridge, Virginia. 

 

Our President Alan Bauer made his inaugural address to Mafitt, the 

Hungarian philatelic specialists society on May 20th.  The subject of 

his address was the history of the SHP, a copy of which is available 

on the home page of our website.  At left is the certificate he was 

presented by Mafitt in recognition.  Congratulations Elnök Úr!!!  

 

Also at the May 7th General Meeting of Mafitt, my illustrious 

predecessor editor was awarded a Gervay Mihály prize (for the 2nd 

time) for his contributions to this august publication, as well as his 

translation work for the Philatelica magazine and the Mafitt 

website.    At the same meeting, Bob Morgan was awarded the 

Andor Bér travelling trophy for his outstanding achievements in 

international exhibiting with respect to the postal history of the 

Hungarian hyperfinflation.  Congratulations, Csaba and Bob!!!  

Extremely well deserved!! 

 

 
 

Alan Bauer receiving a book on Hungarian perfins from author István Lente after his presentation at 

Maffitt.  Károly Szücs is beside Alan.  
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At the Finland International 2017 stamp exhibition, two of our members exhibited and both 

received Gold Awards: Károly Szücs for his exhibit “Hungary’s First Adhesive Revenues during 

the Forint-Krajczár Currency Period 1868-1898” and Bob Morgan for his exhibit “Hungary: The 

Hyperinflation 1945-1946”.  Congratulations, gentlemen!  Well done! 

 

Ed. – If you have not had a chance to see these two exhibits and get a chance to, take it.  I had 

the pleasure of seeing them in New York and both are absolutely spectacular.  I was left standing 

there slack-jawed more than a couple of times. 

  
 

 

THE WEBMASTER’S REPORT 

 

by Wally Green  

Introduction 

 

Hello again.  There has not been much happening on our website since the last report.  There is a 

current discussion going on within the Board about possible improvements to the Auction 

process.  The goal is to increase club revenues from this source. 

 

Don’t forget our General meeting at SEAPEX on September 9th at 1:00 PM.  Among other items. 

it is currently planned that I will be giving a presentation and trying to get feedback on potential 

improvements to the website.  If you have any ideas, please let me know and I will include the 

best ones in my presentation. 

 

What’s New on the Website 

 

Not much has changed since the last report.  The latest newsletter has been added as usual and a 

few “tweaks” have been made here and there.   

 

Near Term Website Updates 

 

I am still trying to set-up a photo-archive on the website.  We plan to place photographs of past 

events, exhibits, members, etc. here.  Unfortunately, I haven’t got very far.  I’m still having 

problems getting the tool that we use to create the website to do what I want.  So far, it’s not 

cooperating. 

 

Website Usage 

 

The number of sessions this quarter is about 20% less than the previous quarter (1451 last quarter 

vs. 1168 this quarter).  However, the number of hits originating from Russia have dropped 

drastically (267 last quarter vs. 89 this quarter).  If you remove the Russian hits, the number of 

hits this quarter is only about 10% less than last quarter. 
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The time per session (right around 3 minutes) and the number of pages per session (a little over 

4) is about the same as last quarter.  This statistic seems to indicate that the people who are using 

the site are getting something out of it. 

 

Thank you for your support. 
 

 
COME SEE THE SHP IN SEATTLE 

 
by Alan Bauer 

 

We will be having our Annual General Meeting at SEAPEX in Seattle on Saturday, September 9th 

between 1:00 and 3:00 pm.  Our meeting will be comprised of two parts: the first hour will be the 

general business meeting; the second hour will be a discussion forum about the current state of our 

website and what things we can do to make it better.  This will be hosted by Wally Green, our 

webmaster.  We’d also like to discuss other topics at that session, specifically how we can utilize 

social media to grow our society.  We will have a group dinner on Saturday night, with the 

restaurant to be determined. We’ll also have a booth and would love to see you there.   
 
The SEAPEX official website is www.seapexshow.org.  For hotel reservations, click on hotel and 

it will give you information for the Marriott Residence Inn at Tukwila/Seattle South.  The basic 

rate is $114 per night, with a reservation cutoff date of Aug 15th.  The hotel has transportation 

to/from airport and transportation to the show venue. 

 

Here is an excerpt from the official show bulletin:  

 
“The Seattle Philatelic Exhibition (SEAPEX), an American Philatelic Society (APS) World Series 

of Philately (WSP) exhibition, will take place on 8–10 September 2017, at the Tukwila 

Community Center located just north of the SeaTac Airport at 12424 42nd Avenue South, 

Tukwila, Washington. 

 

The show will feature 180 frames of competitive exhibits and 30 stamp dealers.  The Grand 

Award winners for the one-frame and multi-frame exhibits will be eligible to compete at the APS 

Champion of Champions competition against winners from other national WSP shows next year 

in Columbus, Ohio.  Members of the philatelic jury are: John Hotchner (chairman), Tim Bartshe, 

Charles Verge, Ken Trettin, and Steve Schumann.  Steve McGill will serve as an apprentice. 

 

The China Stamp Society, Society for Hungarian Philately, and Society of Australasian 

Specialists/Oceania will hold conventions at the show.  The event will also host free activities for 

youth and educators throughout the weekend.  Starting at 10 AM on Saturday, the show will hold 

a full-day Boy Scout stamp collecting merit badge seminar.  Experts will be available to provide 

free stamp evaluations, or what to do with that old stamp collection.  The United Nations Postal 

Administration will be on hand to sell current postal items”. 
 
Please join us there! 

 

 

http://www.seapexshow.org/
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THE RUMINATIONS OF YOUR EDITOR 

 

by Robert Lauer  

  

May 1st marks the 150th anniversary of the establishment of the independent postal administration 

of the newly reconstituted Kingdom of Hungary and June 1st marks 150 years since the 1st issue 

of postage stamps by the new Hungarian postal administration.  While the “Compromise of 1867” 

(Ausgleich/Kiegyezés) was not ratified by the Hungarian Parliament until May 29, 1867 and Ferenc 

József would not be crowned King of Hungary until July 8, 1867, the Order from the Austrian Post 

Office dividing the Empire’s postal administration was published on April 27, 1867.  This Order 

decreed that effective May 1, 1867, the management and administration of postal services in 

Hungary and Transylvania would become the responsibility of the Royal Hungarian Ministry of 

Commerce.  The new Hungarian Post Office also became responsible for the management and 

adminstration of the six post offices in Romania: Bucharest, Giurgevo, Ibraila and Ploesti in 

Walachia as well as Fokschan and Galatz in Moldavia (these post offices in Romania would remain 

open until March 31, 1869). 

 

The transfer of responsibility for postal administration was just one small part of the 

implementation of the Compromise of 1867, which completely rearranged how the Habsburg 

Empire was governed.  With the crushing defeat of Austria in the Austro-Prussian war of 1866, 

Austria’s continued armed occupation of Hungary was no longer tenable and Ferenc József was 

forced into negotiating with the Hungarian elite to preserve his empire.  The resulting agreement 

restored the Kingdom of Hungary with its own constitution, prime minister and parliament with 

authority over all aspects of goverment.  Each half of the Dual Monarchy of Austria-Hungary had 

its own citizenship, laws, and judicial systems.  Ferenc József was both Emperor of Austria and 

King of Hungary. There were joint Ministries of War, Foreign Affairs and Finance for the Empire 

as a whole to which each portion of the Dual Monarchy delegated these functions.  The council of 

Ministers for the Empire as a whole was composed of these three Ministers plus the Prime 

Ministers of Hungary and the Austrian portion of the Empire.  The terms of the Compromise were 

renegotiable every 10 years.   

 

Initially, the writ of the Hungarian postal administration did not include either the military border 

districts along the frontier with Bosnia and Serbia or the balance of Croatia-Slavonia.  On April 1, 

1868, the postal administration of Croatia-Slavonia (including Fiume) was transferred from the 

Austrian Post Office to the Royal Hungarian Post Office and the postal administration of the 

military border districts was transferred to the joint Austro-Hungarian Ministry of War.  The postal 

administration of these military border districts was transferred to Hungary on January 1, 1871.  

 

Even before the publication of the decree transferring postal authority, on April 9, 1867, the new 

Hungarian Ministry of Commerce had asked the State Printing Works in Vienna to prepare a 

design for new stamps to replace the existing Austrian stamps in Hungary.  The new designs for 

the “1867” issue were sent to the Hungarian ministry for approval on April 18, 1867.  On June 1, 

1867, five krajczár denominations of the new design bearing the head of Ferenc József were issued 

by the Royal Hungarian Post Office (2kr, 3kr, 5kr, 10kr and 15kr), along with a new 1kr newspaper 

stamp.  Austrian stamps of the 1863-64 issue were withdrawn from sale the same day and 
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demonetized on June 15, 1867 (they remained valid in the Austrian portion of the Empire until 

August 31, 1869).  The Stamps from the newly issued series are illustrated below. 

 

 
 

One of the many things that profoundly irritates me about the Scott Catalogue is that this issue is 

only listed under Austria.  The note at the begining of the section on Hungary notes that “During 

1850-1871 stamps listed under Austria were also used in Hungary” putting the 1867 issue in the 

same category as the Austrian stamps used in Hungary prior to the independence of the Hungarian 

postal adminstration.  This, in my never very humble opinion, is way less than satisfactory, and 

the listings in Michel, are not much better.  The Hungarian Post Office was the organization that 

requested and ultimately approved the design for, and then initially issued, these stamps; the 

stamps of the 1867 issue were not issued in Austria until months after their initial sale in Hungary.  

The whole idea of the design was to replace the hated two-headed Austrian eagle on the 1863-64 

issue with the head of the newly crowned King of Hungary.  The 1867 issue, being the first stamps 

issued by the newly independent Hungarian post office, should be the first stamps listed under 

Hungary.  Only Stanley Gibbons, among the 3 major international catalogues, and MBK, list these 

stamps as the first issue of Hungary.   

 

Having ridden this hobby-horse into the ground, I would like to 

change tacks completely, if you’ll excuse the mixed metaphor.  In 

the bottom of a ‘bag o’ Czech stamps’ that I bought from our new 

member Robert Pinet a few months ago, I found this bilingual 

Slovak-Hungarian Registration label, almost certainly from the 

inter-war period, for the town of Somorja in Slovakia.  

 

Before I finish, though, I would like to thank Alan Soble for his contribution to this issue of The 

News.  The central article in this newsletter is Alan’s delightful piece on the continued use of 

Hungarian stamps and postal stationery in Romania and the S.H.S. Kingdom after the First World 

War.   The historical context piece immediately preceeding Alan’s article started out as a few 

introductory notes in my “Ruminations” column, but then turned itself into a separate article; I just 

couldn’t find a logical place to stop the narative short of the Romanian withdrawal and Horthy’s 

entry into Budapest in November 1919.  While a bit of a tangent, I thought that it was important 

to provide some historical/geographical perspective not only to Alan’s article, but also to a number 

of other recent articles in The News about the immediate post-World War I era.   
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT: MILITARY CAMPAIGNS AND POLITICAL 

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE KINGDOM OF HUNGARY, 1918-19 

 

by Robert Lauer 

 

In my stumblings around the internet looking for sources on Hungarian history, I tripped over the 

site www.theorangefiles.hu, which has increasingly become one of my ‘go to’ sites for modern 

Hungarian history.  Regardless of what one thinks about its commentary on current Hungarian 

politics, it has very detailed accounts of the history of the first Hungarian People’s Republic and 

the Hungarian Soviet Republic, as well as the balance of the 20th century, including a number of 

maps which really help to clarify the geography of the chaotic military/political situation in the 

years following the First World War.  All of which is important historical context to the various 

articles that have been and will be published about this era in The News. 

 

One of these maps, which nicely illustrates the evolving situation on the ground immediately after 

the end of the First World War is reproduced below. 

 

 
                 Source: www.theorangefiles.hu 
 

Johan and I set out the course of events during this period on the border with Czechoslovakia at 

the beginning of our article on the use of Hungarian stamps and postal stationery in the early years 

of Czechoslovakia (The News of Hungarian Philately 47:1 [January–March 2016], pp. 20–29), 

so I will not rehash these goings-on.  However, during this same period of time, the armies of 

Serbia, representing the new Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes (S.H.S.) and the Kingdom 

of Romania also invaded and occupied various parts of the historic Kingdom of Hungary. 

http://www.theorangefiles.hu/
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On November 13, 1918, the Károlyi government signed an agreement in Belgrade with the 

commanders of the armies of France and Serbia establishing a military demarcation line running 

across south-central Hungary to provide a buffer zone between Hungarian military forces and the 

armies of Serbia and Romania (which had re-entered the war on the side of the Entente Powers on 

November 10, one day before Armistice of Compiègne that ended the First World War).  The 

demarcation line stipulated in the Belgrade Military Convention (the solid green line marked 

1918.XI.13) allowed troops from Serbia to occupy all of Croatia-Slavonia (Horvát-

Szlavónorszag), as well as most of the Bácska and Bánát regions in southern Hungary (the areas 

south of Pécs, Szabadka and the Maros river around Temesvár), and troops from Romania to 

occupy southern and eastern Transylvania (Erdély).  The agreement specifically stipulated that 

Serbian and Romanian troops would not interfere with Hungary’s public administration in the 

occupied areas. 

 

In the middle of December 1918, Romanian forces crossed the demarcation line defined in the 

Belgrade Military Convention with the permission of the French General Henri Berthelot, 

occupying the city of Koloszvár (Cluj in Romanian) on December 24, 1918. The Károlyi 

government decided not to resist this incursion, but instead negotiated a new agreement with 

General Berthelot on January 3, 1919, establishing a 15-kilometer buffer zone between Hungarian 

and Romanian forces extending north and southwest of Kolozsvár.  This new demarcation line, 

though, was almost immediately ignored by Romanian forces which wanted to bring as much of 

Transylvania under Romanian control as possible before the start of negotiations at the Paris Peace 

Conference.  This time, however, Hungarian troops did resist the unilateral Romanian violation of 

the stipulated military demarcation line, halting the Romanian advance at the historical border of 

Transylvania on January 20, 1919 (the line of dark green dashes marked 1919.I.20-VI.16). 

 

On March 20, 1919, Lieutenant-Colonel Vix, the head of the Entente military mission in Budapest, 

sent a memorandum to President Károlyi from the Paris Peace Conference calling upon Hungary 

to withdraw its military forces a further 100 kilometers west of the historical border of 

Transylvania to a line extending across the Great Hungarian Plain just beyond the city of Debrecen. 

This would be the western side of a 50 kilometre demilitarized zone to be established between the 

Hungarian and Romanian forces (the shaded purple area).  Rather than complying, the liberal-

socialist cabinet of Dénes Berinkey decided to resign in order to allow President Károlyi to appoint 

a new government composed solely of ministers from the Hungarian Social Democratic Party, 

which maintained a greater degree of popular support in, and influence over, the military.  

However, before President Károlyi could appoint this new government, radical members of the 

Hungarian Socialist Democratic Party united with Béla Kun’s Communists to form the Socialist 

Party of Hungary and seized power on March 21, 1919 in a coup, proclaiming the establishment 

of the Hungarian Soviet Republic (Magyar Tanácsköztársaság). 

 

On April 16, 1919, the Hungarian Red Army launched a preemptive attack on the Romanian 

military forces which had been deployed along the historical border of Transylvania since the 

January 1919.  However, the Romanian army easily repelled the Hungarian Red Army offensive 

and launched a counter-attack that rolled through the buffer zone stipulated in the Vix 

Memorandum within a week, occupying Nagyvárad (Oradea) on April 20, 1919 and Debrecen on 
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April 24, 1919.  In order to establish a more defensible front line, the Romanian military decided 

to continue the offensive beyond the designated buffer zone to the Tisza River, occupying 

Nyíregyháza on April 26, 1919 and the entire length of the east bank of the Tisza by the beginning 

of May 1919.  The area occupied by the Romanian armies, as a result of these offensives, is 

illustrated by the area shaded brown in a second map from the www.theorangefiles.hu website 

below.   

 

 
              Source: www.theorangefiles.hu 
 

On April 27, 1919, the Czechoslovak military forces took advantage of the defeat of the Hungarian 

Red Army along the upper Tisza to advance beyond the military demarcation line that Lieutenant-

Colonel Vix had dictated to the Károlyi government on December 23, 1918 (see the first page of 

the article by Johan and I) occupying Sátoraljaújhely and Munkács on April 30, 1919 and Miskolc 

on May 2, 1919.  It is this Czechoslovak incursion into Hungary that is the subject of Johan 

Sevenhuijsen’s article “Czechs in Hungary in 1919” (The News of Hungarian Philately 47:2 

[April–June 2016], pp. 15–19).  

 

On May 20, 1919, a regrouped Hungarian Red Army launched an attack on Czechoslovak forces 

known as the Northern Offensive (Északi Hadjárat) aimed at the driving Czechoslovak army back 

to the Hungarian-Slovak linguistic border (the December 1919 Bartha-Hodža agreement) and 

establishing direct contact with Soviet Russia via the portion of Galicia under the control of pro-

Bolshevik forces.  With astonishing success, the Hungarian Red Army achieved both of these 

objectives by the middle of June 1919.  The area shaded pink on the map indicates the area 

occupied by the Hungarian Red Army as a result of this offensive.  The Hungarian Red Army set 

up a puppet government in the city of Eperjes (Prešov), composed of communists and those 

opposed Czecho-Slovak unification, which, on June 16, 1919, declared itself to be the Slovak 

Soviet Republic. 

http://www.theorangefiles.hu/
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On June 13, 1919, Prime Minister Georges Clemenceau of France sent the Hungarian Soviet 

government an offer to secure the withdrawal of Romanian troops from the Tisza River back 

toward the historical border of Transylvania, and to invite representatives from the Hungarian 

Soviet Republic to participate in the Paris Peace Conference, if the Hungarian Red Army withdrew 

from areas retaken from the Czechoslovakia in the course of the Northern Offensive.  The 

Hungarian Soviet government agreed to this proposal and signed an armistice with the 

Czechoslovaks on June 23, 1919, beginning the withdrawal stipulated in the Clemenceau offer on 

June 30, 1919.  The Slovak Soviet Republic collapsed following the Hungarian Red Army’s 

withdrawal from the region on July 7, 1919. 

 

The Romanian army, however, refused to withdraw from their Tisza River position as specified 

by the Clemenceau offer to the Hungarian Soviet government. The Kun government therefore 

decided to launch an attack on the Romanian forces along the Tisza to enforce the conditions of 

the deal with Clemenceau.  The Hungarian Red Army began its attack on Romanian positions 

along the Tisza on July 17, 1919, crossing the river in three locations around the town of Szolnok 

on July 20,1919.  While initially successful, the Hungarian offensive stalled by July 23, 1919 and 

on July 24th, the Romanians launched a counter-attacked that drove the Hungarian Red Army back 

to the Tisza.  When the Romanian forces crossed the Tisza on July 29, 1919, the Hungarian Red 

Army collapsed, and with it the Hungarian Soviet Republic; Béla Kun and most of his government 

fled to Austria on August 1, 1919.  Meeting little resistance, the Romanian Army continued its 

advance and occupied Budapest over the course of August 4-5, 1919.  

 

Meanwhile, in the French occupied city of Szeged, a nationalist counter-government to the Soviet 

regime in Budapest had been formed in May 1919, with Miklós Horthy as its Defense Minister.  

In June 1919, Horthy set about raising a “National Army” to overthrow the Soviet Republic.  With 

the collapse of Béla Kun’s government at the beginning of August 1919, the Entente Powers 

decided to send a mission to Budapest, under British diplomat George Russell Clerk, to get the 

Romanian Army to withdraw back behind the Tisza and reestablish a Hungarian government that 

would have the authority to sign a peace treaty.  On November 5, 1919, Clerk and Horthy 

concluded an agreement whereby the National Army would be allowed to occupy all the territories 

evacuated by the Romanians provided Horthy’s forces subordinated themselves to the new 

government to be formed in Budapest under the auspices of the Entente Powers.  The 

representatives of the Entente Powers then persuaded Romanian Army to evacuate their forces 

from Budapest as part of a general withdrawal of the Romanian Army to the Tisza River, which 

began on November 14, 1919.  Two days later, Horthy made his triumphal entry into Budapest.  

 

References 

 

“The First Hungarian Republic”, “The Hungarian Soviet Republic” and “The Horthy Era (1920-
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THE CONTINUED USE OF HUNGARIAN STAMPS AND POSTAL STATIONERY IN 

POST-WWI ROMANIA AND THE S.H.S. KINGDOM 

 

by Alan Soble 

  

A year ago, Robert Lauer and Johan Sevenhuijsen began their excellent article, "The Usage of 

Hungarian Stamps and Postal Stationery in Post-Independence Czechoslovakia" (The News of 

Hungarian Philately 47:1 [January–March, 2016], pp. 20–29), by stating: 

 

Much has been written in these pages about the use of “surviving” 

Hungarian cancellers in the territories lost to the Kingdom of Hungary at 

the end of the First World War, less so about the use of Hungarian stamps 

and postal stationery in those territories.  

 

The authors proceed to eliminate this perceived lacuna, with respect to Czechoslovakia (actually, 

Slovakia, in particular), by presenting a detailed account and a plethora of incisive illustrations of 

the continued (and continued …) use of Hungarian postal items in Czechoslovakia.  Well done! 

 

While preparing my series of articles on survivor cancellers and their obliteration, I came across 

an exhibit of over thirty cards assembled by the philatelist László Filep, "Ungarische Ganzsachen-

Postkarten mit Zusatzfrankatur tschechoslowakischer Briefmarken von 1919."1  Filep's study is a 

significant contribution to, even the gold standard of, our knowledge of post-Armistice mixed 

Hungarian-Czechoslovakian frankings, i.e., the continued post-WW1 use of Hungarian postal 

stationery in Slovakia.  I reproduced two of Filep's images in my first essay on surviving Hungarian 

cancellers.2  Mixed frankings, which appear during periods of geopolitical uncertainty, are often 

cancelled by survivors; that was my rationale (a good reason, surely) for exhibiting several mixed 

frankings from Filep's material. 

 

The title I chose for the present article was modeled, deliberately, on the title of Lauer and 

Sevenhuijsen's essay, in order to bring to light the fact that the fundamental ideas of their work, as 

well as Filep's work, can be extended beyond Slovakia to other lost territories and/or successor 

states.  These areas also emitted entires franked solely with continued- (or late-) used Hungarian 

postage (or stationery indicia) and entires bearing late-used Hungarian postage (or indicia) mixed 

with indigenous postage.  In all my examples in this article, the cancels are struck by Hungarian 

surviving cancellers.  I will display postal items sent from three towns in Romania (two from the 

Erdély [Transylvania] and one from the Bánát), and five towns spread throughout the chunks of 

the S.H.S. Kingdom.  This article thereby complements Lauer and Sevenhuijsen's study of 

Slovakia.3 

 

Romania 

 

Figure 1 shows the front side of a picture postcard sent from Nagy Enyed in the Erdély (the 

Transylvanian town "Aiud," in Romanian) to Alba Iulia (Hungarian: "Gyulafehérvár"), also in 

Romanian Transylvania.4  The cancellation's date is March 18, 1919, which is consistent with the 

handwritten date on the card (Figure 2).  Thus, the canceller is a survivor, used in a post office that 
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is no longer in Hungary, but in Romania, at least (in 1919/III/18) de facto.  The single stamp that 

franks this card is not Romanian but Hungarian, a 10 fillér Károly issued in 1918, being used to 

pay postage in Romania.  The obscured words above the censor mark in the top center of the card 

are "Divizia I Vânători" (also given in pencil, in the upper left corner, by a previous owner of the 

card), i.e., "Division 1 Troops."5  This postmark is not Hungarian. 

 

                    
 

Figure 1. Postcard sent from Nagy Enyed to Alba Iulia, Romania (the destination town name is 

hyphenated on the card).  The Nagy Enyed "D" cancellation is dated [1]919 MÁR 18, four months after 

Armistice.  The canceller is a survivor; the card is franked, in Romania, with a late-used 1918 Hungarian 

stamp, a 10 fillér red Károly, MBK 242. 
 

               
 

Figure 2. Left: Close-up (rotated) of the cancel and stamp on the card in Figure 1.  The canceller was an 

unchanged survivor.  Right: Town and date handwritten on the card, which agree with the cancellation's 

date of March [1]919. 
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Figure 3. A postcard cancelled in Arad on [1]918 NOV. 20, franked with a 10 fillér red Károly issued in 

1918, MBK 242.  The other side of the képeslap is a reproduction of a painting of Jesus being crucified. 
 

 
 

Figure 4. A close-up of the franking on the postcard of Figure 3.  The Arad 2S cancel is dated [1]918 

NOV. 20. 

 

Perhaps I should have begun the Romania section of this essay chronologically, by immediately 

exhibiting the postcard shown in Figure 3, which was sent from Arad to Máriaradna (Romanian: 

"Radna"), nearby in Arad megye.  If the end of WW1 is taken to be November 11, 1918 (the 

"Armistice"), this postcard was born only nine days afterwards, on November 20 (see Figure 4), 

which makes the franking a compelling candidate for winning a runner-up prize for being the 
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earliest late- or continued-use of a Hungarian stamp in Romania.  I did not begin with Figure 3, 

however, but not because whether Arad and Radna are inmates of the Bánát or, instead, of the 

Partium, is a geographically unclear matter and probably of no philatelic importance.  (In any 

event, they are not residents of the Erdély.)  I did not do so because whether November 11, 1918 

(or any other date in November or December 1918, and plenty of dates in early 1919) is the date 

when the Arad and Radna post offices were transmogrified from Hungarian into Romanian post 

offices, is a politically and logistically unclear matter.  For some intangible reason, I feel more 

secure making a claim about the transmogrification of the post offices in the towns Nagy Enyed 

and Alba Iulia (Figure 1) than about Arad and Radna (Figure 3). 

 

The postal card in Figure 5 was sent from Szentágota (the German name, "Agnetheln," is 

handwritten vertically; in Romanian: "Agnita"; see Note 4).  The destination is rendered in both 

Romanian, Orăștie, and German, Broos (Hungarian: "Szászváros").  This item is a continued use 

of a 10 fillér Crown Hungarian stationery in December 1919 (best seen in the close-up of Figure 

6), uprated with a 5 bani overprinted Romanian stamp.  I do not know the applicable fee for this 

internally-traveled card.  It exhibits a true mixed franking only if both the Romanian stamp and 

the Hungarian indicium contributed to the cost of sending the card from Szentágota to Orăștie.  If 

the 5 bani Romanian stamp paid the whole fee, the Hungarian indicium would have been 

superfluous and hence not a "franking" but at best a decoration, a cinderella, or an attempt at 

making a political statement.6 

 

 
 
Figure 5. A mixed franking postal card, cancelled in Szentágota (Agnita) on [1]919 DEC 22 (for the 

date, see Figure 6), more than a year after the Armistice.  The overprinted Romanian stamp is Scott 246, 

issued in 1919.  The Hungarian card is inscribed (bottom left, in red) "1915." 
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Figure 6. Close-up of the survivor cancel on the postal card in Figure 5, dated [1]919 DEC 22.  The 

black-overprinted Romanian stamp comes from a green 5 bani Scott Romania 246, issued in 1919 (2007 

Classic Specialized edition). 

 

The Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes 

 

It is possible, perhaps probable, that the five S.H.S. Kingdom postal items I proceed to display are 

mixed frankings.  Whether the items are true mixed frankings depends on the dates of the final 

days of validity of the Hungarian stationery and stamps.  Lauer and Sevenhuijsen write that postal 

items franked with technically invalid Hungarian postage were nevertheless accepted and 

cancelled by a "postal clerk" who raised no objections to the sender's choice of stationery and 

stamps.7  We may propose, then, that acceptance at the post office counter was, in the everyday 

life of the tough Balkans, sufficient for extending the period of validity and hence for preserving 

the mixed nature of a dubious or suspicious franking. 

 

So, let's turn to the lost territories to the south.  Figure 7 is an Austrian postal item; the inscriptions 

are in German, and the Austrian shield can be seen at the left top margin.  The item does not look 

like a typical fin de siècle Austrian parcel card: there is an indication of an amount of money (86K, 

40h) in the lower left corner, but no indication of a weight, and the card bears no postage or revenue 

indicium.  The back side of the card is free of postmarks: there are no transit strikes and no Wien 

arrival strike.  The two small, faint "Zemun" postmarks seem to be only distracting red herrings.8 

 

The card, as it turns out, is a postal, as opposed to a bank, money order.9  Vinkovci (Hungarian: 

"Vinkovce") is a town in Slavonia, eastern Croatia.  The card is a mixed franking in virtue of the 

Hungarian Zita stamp and two newly issued indigenous Croatian/S.H.S. stamps of January 1919 

(date from Stanley Gibbons, 1940 Centenary edition).  Three nicely-struck cancels made by a 

Hungarian survivor are dated February 14, 1919.  I wonder whether the mixed franking was a 

convenient way to achieve the correct rate, or was philatelically inspired.  It could have been 
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foreseen that mixed frankings would eventually command a premium in a free market.  (A famous 

philatelist once shared with me this intriguing bit of philatelic economics: a stamp or cover is worth 

exactly what people are willing to pay for it.) 

 

 
 

Figure 7. An Austrian postal money order sent to Wien (Vienna) from Vinkovci, in Slavonian Croatia 

(part of the Hungarian "Délvidék"), on [1]919 FEB 14.  It is franked with an olive green 40 fillér Zita of 

August, 1918, MBK 246, and two recently-issued stamps that are inscribed both "SHS" and "Hrvatska," a 

2 fillér Croatian orange-brown Scott Yugoslavia 2L32 and a 3 fillér Croatian purple Scott 2L33.  These 

three stamps add up to the "45" units handwritten at the upper right margin.  (In Scott, the early S.H.S. 

stamps from Croatia and Slovenia are denominated in fillér, as opposed to heller in the 1940 Gibbons.) 

These Croatian-S.H.S. stamps depict a woman and flora in a way reminiscent (to my eyes) of the Art 

Nouveau, or "Secessionist," paintings of the Austrian Gustav Klimt. I plan to address Hungarian Art 

Nouveau in a future essay.10 

 

Figure 8 shows a piece of Hungarian stationery bearing a 10 fillér Crown indicium.  The postal 

card is uprated by a 5 fillér "Magyar Kir. Posta" Harvester and a S.H.S. stamp issued for use in 

Slovenia, an irregularly perforated Chainbreaker.  A postal worker enthusiastically and neatly 

cancelled the card and postage four times, in Török Becse ("Turkish Becse," a town in Serbian 

Bánát, far from Slovenia)11 on January 31, 1920 with an unadulterated Hungarian                                         

surviving canceller.  Do not be concerned that the Magyar stamp and indicium may have been, 

technically, postally worthless in early 1920; along with the Slovenian-S.H.S. Chainbreaker, all 
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three were potent enough in practice to transport the card from the eastern S.H.S. to Switzerland, 

where the destination town name "Zűrich" (seemingly misspelled with parallel slashes; "Zürich," 

with an umlaut, is correct)12 was obliterated with a light blue crayon and the card forwarded to 

Luzern.  Both sides of the card were eventually crossed out with a darker blue crayon, so it was 

not destined to be returned to its sender.  It did become a specimen in at least one person's collection 

before it snuck into mine: see the two punched holes along the left margin.  

     

 
 
Figure 8. A Hungarian-Slovenian mixed franking, sent to Zürich (then on to Luzern) from Török Becse 

(Serbian: "Novi Bečej"), on [1]920 JAN 31.  The Hungarian stationery bears a red 10 fillér Crown 

indicium and was uprated with a 1916 green 5 fillér Hungarian Harvester, MBK 217, and a 1919 brown 

20 fillér Slovenian Chainbreaker, Scott Yugoslavia 3L5 (or one of its variants).  The imprinted date on 

this postal card, in red, is 1918 (lower left); compare this date with the "1915" on the card in Figure 3. 

Information about and illustrations of the long evolving series of Crown postal cards, ca. 1900–1920, can 

be found in the book by Simády, Chapter 5, "Levelezőlapok."13 

 

Figure 9 displays a mixed franking envelope sent to Ljubljana from Delnice in Croatia (Hungarian: 

"Delnicze").  Delnice is in western Croatia and about a half-hour automobile ride from Fiume 

(Rijeka) and merely a stone's throw away from a Slovenian post office across the nearby border. 

It's no surprise, then, that these Slovenian stamps made their way onto a Croatian cover.  This 

piece of Hungarian postal stationery bears a 15 fillér indicium; it is uprated by two Slovenia S.H.S. 

stamps, viz., a 25 fillér Chainbreaker and a 50 fillér Woman/Allegory.  Maybe all this postage (90 

units) was needed to pay the registration fee – although the stationery lacks a real, i.e., valid, 

registration label.  (Was the Delnice post office really lacking, after the war, registration labels, or 

is this cover a joke, sarcasm aimed at an inept local post office?)  The cover, however, is notable 
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for an independent feature, which is its saving grace: the Crown of St. Stephen in the surviving 

canceller has been wrecked (Figure 10).  The envelope was cancelled with the year date [1]920 

(the good news), but even though there are three cancels on the cover, no other information about 

the date is intelligible (the bad news). 

  

 
 

Figure 9. A Hungarian-Slovenian mixed franking sent to Ljubljana from Delnice, Croatia, in 1920.  The 

Hungarian stationery has a purple 15 fillér Crown indicium; it was uprated with a 1919 blue 25 fillér 

Slovenian Chainbreaker, Scott 3L6 (or a variant), and a 1919 blue-green 50 fillér Woman, Scott 3L18 (or 

a variant).  Both Slovenian stamps have crisp perforations.  According to Scott, the 50 fillér Slovenian 

Woman is an "Allegory of Freedom."  Gibbons declines to name the design.  The handwritten "Delnice 

459" within a hand-drawn rectangular box is a surrogate registration label approved or created by a 

helpful postal clerk, or it's a fraud carried out upon a postal service still beleaguered by the war.  Had I 

been the sender or clerk, I would have squeezed in "Ajánlott" for verisimilitude.14 
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Figure 10. A close-up of one of the cancels (rotated, on the 25 fillér Slovenian Chainbreaker) from the 

cover shown in Figure 9.  The year date, [1]920, is visible, as is the damage done to the Crown of St. 

Stephen (compare its shape with "SWAK," from Retro-American pop culture). 
 

Figure 11 shows one side of a parcel card sent in 1920 to Sarajevo, Bosnia, from Újvidék in 

Vojvodinian Serbia (Serbian: "Novi Sad"; German: "Neusatz"), a city on the Danube (Serbian: 

"Dunav"; Hungarian: "Duna") in southern Bácska, far enough from Slovenia to make worthy of 

attention the existence, within Serbian military territory, of mixed Hungarian-Slovenian frankings. 

But how is this card mixed? 

 

 
 
Figure 11. A parcel card from Újvidék to Sarajevo, cancelled [1]920 FEB 7.  The card contains on this 

side four copies of the 1916 2K brown Parliament (MBK 229) plus a blue 10 fillér indicium.  Some 

students of orthographic philately may jump for joy that "U" (no accent in "Ujvidék") is on the label 

while "Ú" (with an accent in "Újvidék") is in the cancel (see Figure 13).15 
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The reverse side of the card (Figure 12) contains one each of four different Slovenian stamps and 

another 2K Parliament.  All three circular cancels on this side of the card are dated the same as the 

cancels on the front – [1]920 FEB 7 (Figure 11).  The only arriving postal strike, apparently made 

by a rubber canceller, is a horizontal purple line "10. FEB. 1920."  A second purple-inked rubber 

stamp of three lines was used to apply the name of the recipient, (Hadži) Marko Schreiber (see 

also his name in Figure 11), and, on the last line, the destination "Sarajevo."  "Agenturna" in the 

middle line has Google translations ranging from "agency" to "espionage."  All four Slovenia 

stamps in Figure 12 have their own color, yielding a five-color franking (which may have been 

philatelically influenced). 

 

 
 
Figure 12. The back of the Figure 11 card.  In addition to the two rubber-stamped inscriptions mentioned 

in the text, a third rubber stamp was applied, which printed a script rendition of the recipient's surname. 

The franking includes four Slovenian stamps: (1) a 1919 brown 20 fillér Chainbreaker, Scott Yugoslavia 

3L5; (2) a blue green 50 fillér Woman, Scott's "Allegory of Freedom," 3L18; (3) a 60f dark blue Woman 

(the same woman), Scott 3L19; and (4) a 1K red "Allegory of Freedom," Scott 3L20.  Why not call this 

1K stamp what it literally depicts: "Toddler in a Field of Human Skulls"?  The surprisingly similarly 

designed Slovenian newspaper stamp, Scott Yugoslavia Type N, is called "Eros."16 
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Figure 13. Close-ups of cancels from (left) Figure 11 and (right) Figure 12.  Both images show the 

accent on the "Ú" in "Újvidék" and the date [1]920 FEB 7. 

 

Lauer and Sevenhuijsen ended their article about the continued use of Hungarian postal items in 

Slovakia by showing, in their Figure 17 (p. 29), a "fitting conclusion," a Hungarian postal card on 

which the indicium and a Hungarian stamp (meant to uprate the card) were plastered over by a pair 

of Czechoslovakian Hradčany stamps.  The Hungarian postage by that time was valueless in 

Slovakia.  This cover is a mixed franking only in the trivial sense that it bears postage from two 

countries.  It is not a genuine mixed franking, because the Hungarian postage did not pay any part 

of the fee; further, as if to rub salt into the wound, the invalid Hungarian postage was physically 

obliterated by the Czechoslovakian Hradčanys.  The adhesive, though, could have been ripped off 

– a more assured and ugly obliteration-death. 

 

 
 

 Figure 14. A pseudo-mixed franking cover in which a strip of three of the red 30 fillér Slovenian 

Chainbreaker, Scott Yugoslavia 3L7 (or a variant), is plastered over what seems to be a green 5 fillér 

"Kir." Harvester, MBK 217, as in Figure 8 (or, sans "Kir.," an MBK 274).  In the lower left, one 

"Daruvar" registration label obliterates another, smaller "Daruvar" registration label.  In the lower 

right, two purple lines are written in Cyrillic; the three black lines include the word "Retour."  See the 

close-up in Figure 16. 
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The analogously fitting conclusion to my essay is the 1919 cover in Figure 14, sent from Daruvár, 

a Slavonian town near the center of the eastern lump of Croatia, to Wien.  This cover also illustrates 

the phenomenon of "obliteration carried out by plastering over" and, as a result, is not a genuine 

case of a mixed franking.  A strip of three Slovenian Chainbreakers were plastered over a nearly 

totally hidden stamp which looks very much like a 5 fillér green Hungarian Harvester.  A complex 

story must be told about this cover.  Here's one attempt. 

 

Note the word "Retour" in black ink, which indicates that the cover was returned (nota bene, 

instead of being processed in Wien for postage due; and see Figure 16).  Was it then refranked 

with the Chainbreakers and sent to the same Wien address?  (No replacement address was 

inserted.)  That would explain why there are two "Daruvar" registration labels on the cover, one 

for each of the two registrations and their respective subsequent postings.  To plaster over is to 

obliterate; so, one "Daruvar" label obliterates another "Daruvar" label.  The labels, of course, have 

different registration numbers.  Neither of the two registrations, however, and neither of the two 

trips from Daruvár, elicited an arriving "Wien" cancel.  Does this imply that the cover was returned 

a second time to Daruvár? 

 

 
 
Figure 15. The back of the Daruvár–Wien cover, Figure 14, cancelled [1]919 FEB 24.  The stamps are a 

1919 Croatian 5 fillér green woman-and-flora, Scott Yugoslavia 2L34, and two copies of the 1919 

Croatian 20 fillér brown man-with-flag, Scott Yugoslavia 2L36.  Because all three stamps received the 

same date strike, either all 3 were applied for the first registration or all 3 were applied for the second 

registration. 

 

As was customary for registered covers of the era, the back of the envelope was also franked, and 

those stamps were cancelled on [1]919 FEB 24 (Figure 15).  Well, now, the original franking, if 

composed of one or more Harvesters, would surely have been valid for postage on the day of the 
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original February 24, 1919 posting.  Perhaps the original franking was eventually plastered over 

because after the cover was returned to the sender, it gathered a pile of dust before being sent the 

second time.  As the Harvesters aged over the course of the year, they eventually, through no fault 

of their own, became "invalid" (that word is appropriate in this context for its dual meanings). 

Hence my Figure 14 cover repeats one significant point Lauer and Sevenhuijsen make about their 

Figure 17: both covers are only pseudo-mixed frankings.  Note, however, that my Figure 14 cover 

manifests a different, perhaps minor, mixed franking: Slovenian S.H.S. stamps on the front of the 

cover are mixed with Croatian S.H.S. stamps on the back.  In this case, the Croatian stamps are 

the "home base" and the Slovenians are the pretenders. 

 

Seeing the three Croatian stamps on the back of the cover (Figure 15) is not of much assistance in 

constructing a coherent biography for this cover.  One question is: why is there only one set of 

registration back-franking stamps for two front-cover registration labels?  Perhaps the payment for 

the first set of back-franked stamps was accepted by a postal clerk as credit for the second 

registration (because the cover had been returned).  Or the strip of three high-denomination 

Slovenian Chainbreakers included payment for the second registration.  In any case, the date of 

the second registration and the date of the cover's second posting is missing.  The date is not on 

the back cover, where it would normally be.  That's unfortunate.  The date of the second posting is 

missing also because the strikes on the Chainbreaker strip of three on the front are underinked. 

That's unfortunate, too. 

 

 
 
Figure 16. From the lower right quadrant of the front of the Daruvár–Wien cover, Figure 14, the two 

messages stamped on the cover, one in black ink (Roman/Latin letters) and the other in purple ink 

(Cyrillic).  The image has been cleaned up to remove visual distractions.  Rotate it 90 degrees 

counterclockwise to read the destination town, "Wien."  The "Retour" is situated between two fingers 

pointing to the word, each finger coming from its own hand.  Csaba Kohalmi came up with the 

astounding (and true) interpretation of the black lines "Promet Obustavujen," whether in Croatian or 

Serbian: "Traffic/Transport/Service Suspended."  (Do the two Cyrillic lines mean the same thing?)  That 

the cover was posted a second time to the same address may indicate that the damaged infrastructure 

(e.g., an impassible road) was not expected to isolate Daruvár forever. 
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Bending forward the strip of three Chainbreakers, to reveal the hidden stamps that had been 

obliterated (one of which is, yes, fundamentally a green Harvester/Arató), is tempting but creates 

another sort of confusion.  I withhold the images partially because this cover will begin a sequel 

article – and, crucially, I fear that the strip of three, after one more bending (the very next, while 

the cover is scanned again), will crack horizontally, followed by the top halves flying off into 

stamp-fragment hell.17 
 

Notes 
 

1. URL, www.japhila.cz/hof/0060/index0060a.htm. The same exhibit, titled "Hungarian stationery cards with 

additional tschechoslovak franking in 1919," can be found at www.exponet.info/exhibit.php?exhibit_ID 

=359&lng=EN. 

 

2. See Figure 14 and Note 21 in my article "Obliterations and Their Absence. The Prolonged Fate of Post-WWI 

Hungarian Postmarks (Part I)," The News of Hungarian Philately 40:1 (January–March, 2009), pp. 17–32. 

 

3. The always receptive and generous Johan Sevenhuijsen brought to my attention a beautiful study similar to Filep's 

but which focuses on Romania, i.e., early research on Romanian mixed frankings compared to which my later article 

(this one) is a microdrop in the universal exhibition bucket. See Dan-Simion Grecu's impressive "Anul 1919," 

www.exponet.info/exhibit.php?exhibit_ID=934&lng=EN. 

 

4. A mildly wavy line may be drawn southward, along E81, from Kolozsvár (Cluj Napoca) through Aiud to Alba Iulia 

(see the map segment, from www.itinerar.ro/pensiuni.htm). Agnita (see Figure 5) is east of Alba Iulia and can be 

found in the lower right corner of the map; Orăștie (also Figure 5) is southwest of Alba Iulia, on the way to Deva. 

 

 
 

5. On "Divizia I Vânători," see ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divizia_1_V%C3%A2n%C4%83tori_(1916-1918). I believe 

that also the "Censurat" mark is Romanian, not Hungarian. Several items in Grecu's exhibit (Note 3, above) are also 

postmarked "Divizia I Vânători/Censurat." 

 

6. See the discussion and image of another possible Romanian-Hungarian mixed franking, The News of Hungarian 

Philately 47:2 (April–June, 2016), pp. 10–11. 

 

7. Concerning stamps, see p. 25, top; concerning postal stationery, see p. 27, bottom. 

http://www.japhila.cz/hof/0060/index0060a.htm
http://www.exponet.info/exhibit.php?exhibit_ID
https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divizia_1_V%C3%A2n%C4%83tori_(1916-1918)
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8. The printed "Zemun" marks in the top center are odd, if the card began its trip to Wien in Slavonian Vinkovci. 

Going to Zemun (Hungarian: "Zimony"), formerly in Slavonian Croatia but, after the war, a part of Belgrade (in 

Serbia), is to head in the wrong (opposite) direction. Maybe the closest censor-office was located in Zemun, but I 

observed no specific censor markings on the card. Further, why is an Austrian card used in Slavonian Croatia instead 

of a Hungarian card? Maybe it was prepared (pre-addressed and printed) in Wien. 

 

9. Thanks to Johan Sevenhuijsen for identifying the type of card, i.e., its function, for me. A philatelic friend added 

that the amount 86K + 40h was C.O.D. – to be collected on delivery. I think the currency units are krone and heller. 

 

10. The cover and p. 28 of Stamps of Hungary, No. 207 (December, 2016) display some (vicariously) Hungarian Art 

Nouveau poster stamps. Here is another beautifully Klimt-ish design on a Croatian cinderella (a surcharge, ZA 

HRVATSKE ŠKOLE, "For Croatian Schools") tied to a postcard by a Zagreb 2Z cancel on [91]4 MÁR 23 (or 25): 

 

 
 

11. On the topic of newly-printed S.H.S. stamps that were meant for Slovenia, but were often used in other distant 

parts of the emerging S.H.S. Kingdom (e.g., the Bánát, thereby giving rise to mixed frankings), see Horváth Lajos, 

"The General Use of Postage Stamps Issued for Slovenia as a Result of Serbian Distribution in Southern Hungary in 

1919–1921," Philatelica 17/1 [MAFITT], pp. 27–35, especially Part 3, pp. 31–34 (translated into English by Kőhalmi 

Csaba). My Török Becse entire (Figure 8), cancelled January 31, 1920, is earlier than Horvath's own "earliest," his 

Szabadka, May 18, 1920 specimen (p. 31). Indeed, my "Mitrovica" entire is cancelled December 27, 1919, and my 

"Nova Pazova" single (in the eastern part of Serbian Syrmia [Srem]) is cancelled by a J-type surviving canceller in 

November 1919. All the figures in Horváth's article are dated 1920 or their year dates are missing or undecipherable. 

 

12. I constitutionally pay attention to dots, slashes, hyphens, other scratches, and lexicographic subtleties (as in 

"stationary" vs. "stationery"). In the caption to Lauer and Sevenhuijsen's Figure 15 (p. 28), the Hungarian name of a 

Slovakian town is spelled "Pöstyén" (with an umlauted "o"). Why not "Pőstyén" (with parallel slashes)? See my article 

"Hungarian Philatelic Orthography. Part I. With a Few More Observations on 'Ikarus'," The News of Hungarian 

Philately 45:1 (January–March, 2014), pp. 9–19, especially figures 1–3. "Part II" is in the works. 

 

13. Simády Béla, A Magyar Díjjegyes Postai Nyomtatványok Katalógusa 1867 – 1982 (Budapest, 1983). 

 

14. A century later, we can produce more convincing registration labels (and zonbi): 
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15. See my slice “Ujvidék, an Interloper,” in MAFITT’s Szalon (Gyűjteményeink Gyöngy), Philatelica 14/2 (Issue 

2, 2014; ed. Szücs Károly), Lap 60, p. 38 (www.mafitt.hu/kepek/philatelica/14-2.pdf). Some postal historians and 

grammarians will ask "Why?" about this diacritical divergence. 

 

16. Compare the two Slovenia stamp designs for yourselves: say, a 6 fillér gray Scott Yugoslavia 3LP8, "Eros," the 

Greek god of love and desire; and a 1K red Scott 3L20, "Allegory of Freedom" (a common stamp theme after the 

Empire broke apart). Both images, with their wings motif, may just as well be depictions of Ikarusz. See my article 

"Ikarusz," The News of Hungarian Philately 44:1 (January–March, 2013), pp. 4-9. 

 

17. The eight postal entires offered for your perusal in this essay are from my own albums. That's why the article is 

so brief, given the intricacies of the topic. I thank Csaba Kohalmi, Johan Sevenhuijsen, Robert Lauer, and Paul de 

Leeuw van Weenen for their continual, much-appreciated individual contributions as well as for their instructive and 

entertaining email communications. 

Editor – I found the registered letter card below in a whack of Hungarian postal stationery cards 

that I purchased for a buck a card from a buddy of Chris Brainard's who lives out in the east-end 

of Ottawa.  I didn't think anything of it at the time, but later I noticed that the date in the cancel 

had been rearranged.  On closer inspection, the date is DEC 25 18, almost 6 weeks after the 

signing of the Belgrade Military Convention on November 13, 1918.  

  

 
 

The town of Plosicz (now Pločica) is located just north of the Danube on a bend in the river 

across from Smederevo in Serbia, roughly 23 km west and on a latitude just south of Belgrade. 

Its location put it well south of the demarcation line for the area occupied by Serbian forces at 

the time, and squarely inside the territory of what was to become the new S.H.S. Kingdom (see 

the 1st map in my “Historical Context” article earlier in this issue of The News).    

 

http://www.mafitt.hu/kepek/philatelica/14-2.pdf
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The town was in the southern tip of Temes Vármegye.  It was so small, though, that it does not 

appear on the old 1910 maps of Hungarian counties.  Even today, the town has a population of 

only 2,000.   

 

 
 

This card is also interesting for the parallels with Czechoslovakia immediately after the war, 

where the shortage of postage stamps led to the use of Hungarian postage stamps that had 

previously been invalidated. See the article by Robert Lauer and Johan Sevenhuijsen, "The 

Usage of Hungarian Stamps and Postal Stationery in Post-Independence Czechoslovakia" in 

The News of Hungarian Philately 47:1 (January–March, 2016), pp. 20–29.  The 25f Turul, that 

paid the registration fee, had not been valid for postage since December 31, 1917.  Obviously, 

the general shortage of postage stamps in the S.H.S. Kingdom also led to the same phenomena.  

 
 

 
H. ALAN HOOVER 

 
by Alan Bauer 

 
It is with sadness and understanding that I am announcing the resignation of H. Alan Hoover from 

our Board.  He has been addressing numerous personal issues over the past few years and feels 

that it is best if he resigns from the Board, effective immediately. 

I would like to share with you an excerpt from my paper on the SHP History documenting the 

“Hoover Era”, which started at the turn of the millennium: 

“Starting with the new millennium, an exciting new era began for SHP. There was a new 

President and Executive Officers: President H. Alan Hoover, Vice President Andrew M. Munster 

M.D., Secretary Robert B. Morgan, Treasurer Ted Johnson, Directors-at- large Stephan I. Fráter 

M.D. and Thomas Phillips, Newsletter Editor Csaba L. Kohalmi, Newsletter Publisher Chris 

Brainard and Auction Chairperson Emmerich Vamos. Many significant accomplishments 

occurred during this time. Alan Hoover created and supported the new SHP website. The new 

executive team was asked to re-write the outdated SHP By-Laws which turned out to be a 

herculean project. The successful auction site by Emmerich Vamos lifted the treasury from minus 

to comfortable levels. The News by Csaba Kohalmi got better with each edition, plus he changed 

the publication to the large 8 ½” by 11” format. Bob Morgan re-created and updated the 

membership list and later stepped into the V.P. position. At the end of 2009 Alan Hoover 

concluded ten very successful years as SHP President.” 
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Alan, you have had a very significant impact on the growth of the SHP through the years and it is 

extremely appreciated.  Your ten years as President were an unparalleled positive time for our 

Society.  Thank you for all your years of excellent service and we sincerely wish you well. 

 

 

2017 NEW ISSUES 

 

Magyar Posta is 150 Years Old 

 

On May 4th, Magyar Posta commemorated the 150th 

anniversary of the establishment of an independent Hungarian 

postal administration by issuing a special miniature sheet with 

six stamps.  As a result of the Austro-Hungarian Compromise, 

the Royal Hungarian Post was established on 1 May 1867.  The 

history of the Hungarian postal administration and the range of 

activities it has performed since are a reflection of the historic 

events of the last one hundred and fifty years, to ever more rapid industrial and technological 

development, and to the social and economic changes that have marked the last century and a half.  

The miniature sheet marking the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary presents typical postal 

vehicles spanning this period of time.   

 

150 Years of Hungarian Stamp Issuance 

 

On June 1st, Magyar Posta commemorated the 150th anniversary of the issue 

of the first Hungarian postage stamp by issuing a special miniature sheet, with 

four different stamps illustrating the beginnings of Hungarian stamp issuance.  

It starts with the first stamp design, followed by the first Hungarian stamp issue, 

then the first stamps printed in Hungary and finally the first postage stamp 

bearing a Hungarian inscription.  The first stamp of the miniature sheet shows 

the earliest design for a Hungarian stamp, a pen and ink drawing by Mór Than 

made in 1848, at the time of the Hungarian war of independence against the 

Austrian Empire.  Due to Hungary’s defeat, this design was never made into a 

postage stamp.  The second stamp of the miniature sheet is the 2 krajczár 

denomination from the first stamp series issued by the Hungarian postal 

administration after it gained its independence in 1867.  In the absence of 

production capacity in Hungary, these stamps were ordered from the Imperial 

and Royal Printing Office in Vienna and produced by letterpress printing.  The 

third stamp is the 5 krajczár denomination from the set of stamps issued in 1871, 

which were printed by both lithographic and copperplate methods.  These stamps were produced 

at the Hungarian Royal State Printers and were the first postage stamps printed in Hungary.  The 

fourth stamp of the miniature sheet depicts the 3 krajczár stamp from the 1874 postage stamp series, 

which bears the first inscription in Hungarian, meaning “Hungarian Royal Post”.  

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 
 

Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Jim Gaul: 1920 Fawn Lane, Hellertown, PA 18055-2117 USA, email: 
terrynjim@ptd.net. You can set your starting price or consult with Jim to establish the same.  You 
can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of new acquisitions 
for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 11 
books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Orders and 
inquiries should be sent to:  

 
H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,  

e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 



 

 
 

 

 

 

THE 1867 ISSUE 

 

 

 

Letter from Eger to Keszthely franked with the 5 krajczár stamp from the 1867 series canceled 

October 29, 1867 (from the collection of Alan Soble). 

 

 

 

A newspaper wrapper with the 1 krajczár newspaper stamp from the 1867 series cancelled  

VÁCZ June 28, 1869 (from the collection of Csaba L. Kohalmi). 

 


