
 

 

THE  NEWS  O F  
 

HUNGARIAN  PHILATELY  
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
Volume:  48   /   Number:  3              July – September 2017 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

  
 CONTENTS:  

 
 
  Page 
  
    1   The President’s Corner by Alan Bauer  

    2 Welcome & Kudos 

    2 SHP Annual General Meeting: Minutes 

    4 The Auctioneer’s Report by James Gaul 

    4 The Webmaster’s Report by Wally Green 

    5 The Ruminations of Your Editor by Robert Lauer 

    6 Letter to The Editor by Paul de Leeuw van Weenen 

    7 The 1918 Hungarian Airmail – Two Covers Analysed by Csaba L. Kohalmi   

  11 My Experiences with The American Philatelic Society and Magyar Philately by Michael 

J. Burlingame 

  15 The Known Copies of the 1 Krajczár Military Border Newspaper Tax Stamp by Károly        

   Szücs 

  20 More About Dabronc by Paul de Leeuw van Weenen 

  23 Counterfeit Corner: The 1952 MABÉOSz Overprint Forgeries by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

  25 Is This the Highest Price Paid for a 1946 Hyperinflation Cover on eBay? Csaba L.  

 Kohalmi 

  

 

      One hundred years ago, on September 15, 1917,  

      these two overprinted Harvester stamps were issued 

      to mark Archduke Joseph’s War Exhibition on  

      Margaret Island (Margitszegit) in Budapest which  

      ran from September 15 - October 21, 1917 and from  

      May 1- October 30, 1918.  The 1 korona surcharge 

        went to covering the costs of the exhibition. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

by Alan Bauer 

 

Hello everyone, it has been an interesting summer, culminating in our Annual General Meeting at 

SEAPEX on Sept. 9th.  I was thrown a bit of a curve ball by a severe hand infection, inflicted by 

the family cat, the weekend before SEAPEX.  I was on intravenous antibiotic infusions for 4 days 

following the infection.  I had to continue those for a few days after my return from the hospital, 

so it prevented me from travelling to Seattle.  I was present, however, by phone and the meeting 

was a great success.  We had four officers there (myself, Robert, Lyman and Wally) and four 

members (Endre Krajcsovics, Ken Fowler, Peter Horvath and Bob Janovich).  The meeting had a 

packed agenda for its two hour duration.  We will report on it later in this issue of The News. 

 

There are two other topics that I would like to discuss: our website and next year’s Annual General 

Meeting.  With respect to the website, let me highlight two things for our members here.  First, 

member classified ads.  These are free to members who are looking to find stamps or other 

philatelic items.  Please contact Wally, if you would like to take advantage of this feature.  Second, 

since we inaugurated the website two years ago, only about two-thirds of our members have signed 

up for the website.  There is a wealth of research material available on the site and Wally is adding 

more documents, articles and Newsletters every week.  Our goal is to all of the Newsletters from 

Vol 1, number 1 in 1970 to date.  We have the ones from 1970 to 1972 and most of the ones from 

2000 to present on the website now and are in the process of adding those from 1972 to 1999.  If 

you haven’t setup an account yet, please send your email address to Wally at 

shpadminwg@zipcon.net; he will setup an account for you and email you your credentials.  Please 

take advantage of this valuable benefit. 

 

Next year’s Annual General Meeting will be held on May 5, 2018 at the Cardinal Spellman Postal 

Museum in Weston, Massachusetts.  We will have the meeting in conjunction with the Philatelic 

Show in Boxborough, MA which runs from May 4th through May 6th.  Members can also visit that 

show during the weekend.  The Spellman Museum has an award winning 17-frame exhibit of the 

stamps of Hungary.  It is a made up of a unique Hungarian collection which was donated to them.  

They will set it up on display for us for the weekend.  They will also bring out their archives of 

Hungarian literature for us to review.  So, this should be a unique experience for the members of 

the SHP.  We will also have a dinner on Saturday night at the Cafe Jasmine in Brighton, MA, 

which is a Hungarian restaurant with its chef trained in Budapest.  We hope to see many of you 

there next spring in beautiful New England.  Please join us for what should be a unique Annual 

General Meeting. 

 

And as always …………………………… Happy stamping …………………………….… Alan  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:shpadminwg@zipcon.net
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WELCOME & KUDOS 

  

On the exhibiting front, the SHP was ably represented at SEAPEX by Bob Morgan and Lyman 

Caswell.  Bob’s exhibit “Hungary: The Hyperinflation 1945-1946” and Lyman’s exhibit “The First 

Postage Dues of Hungary, 1903-1922” both received Large Golds.  Bob’s exhibit also won the 

American Philatelic Society Medal of Excellence for the 1940-1980 period.  Lyman’s other exhibit 

“They Came to America” received a Large Vermeil, the American Topical Association 2nd Place 

Award and Errors, Freaks, and Oddities Collectors Club Award.  Well done, gentlemen.  

Congratulations!   

  

A warm welcome to our newest members: Tibor Kardos of Las Vegas, Nevada, George Luzitano 

of Somerset, Massachusetts and David Snow of Portland, Oregon.  David arrived almost out of 

breath at the end of the Annual General Meeting, having driven in less than ideal traffic conditions 

from Portland that afternoon, to introduce himself and indicate that he was very interested in 

joining our band of philatelic fanatics.  He’s been collecting Hungarian postal history for decades 

and only realized the SHP existed when looking at the SEAPEX program. 

 
 

 

SHP Annual General Meeting 2017: Minutes 

 

The logistics of this year’s Annual General Meeting were more than a little complicated by Alan 

Bauer contracting an infection made his hand look more like a balloon than an appendage.  As a 

result, Alan was not able to attend the meeting in Seattle.  After a number of only marginally 

successful attempts to dial him into the meeting using various communications methods, Ken 

Fowler succeeded in connecting Alan via his laptop. 

 

Alan convened the meeting and presented the minutes from last year’s Annual General Meeting, 

the Treasurer’s Report and the Auctioneer’s reports, which were duly approved.  Alan then 

presented the slate of the Officers elected in the 2017 elections, all of whom were approved 

unanimously by the 41 votes cast by the membership of the SHP: 

 

President: Alan Bauer 

Vice President:  Csaba Kohalmi 

Secretary: Greg Gessell  

Treasurer:  Wes Learned  

Director-at-large:  Wally Green  

Director-at-large: Robert Morgan 

Director-at-large: Lyman Caswell 

Director-at-large: Chris Brainard 

  

There were many ideas put forward on how to improve the quarterly auctions and use them to 

promote the SHP.  Robert Lauer questioned the utility of continuing to attach black and white 

scans to the back of the auction listings given the variability of how they printed out.  Alan 

suggested that maybe creating a coloured pdf that could be emailed out to members would be more 

useful.  Using this colour pdf as a marketing tool to attract new members was also discussed.  Ken 
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Fowler suggested that if we had a particularly good stock of auction material, we could put ads in 

Linns’ or the Journal of the American Philatelic Society for the SHP with a link to the website, 

indicating that you have to be a member to bid on the auction.  

 

With respect to continuing the practice of producing bound volumes of the old copies of The News, 

it was decided that we would not bind anymore volumes, but continue to make available for sale 

the volumes that we have in stock.  For future issues, we would keep back some copies for this 

purpose, but only bind volumes once the society had received sufficient orders to justify putting 

together some new bound volumes. 

 

Ken Fowler presented a proposal to start a search for certain philatelic treasures such as souvenir 

sheets numbered 0001, FDCs with low numbered souvenir sheets and rare imperforate stamps with 

the aim of having the SHP donating them to the Stamp Museum in Budapest.  This would not only 

return these philatelic treasures to place where all could view them, but also generate publicity in 

Hungary for organizations like the SHP that donated these items to the collection of the Stamp 

Museum.  It was agreed that Ken would put together a formal proposal and that Alan Bauer would 

approach the Stamp Museum to see if they would be interested. 

 

New membership dues for 2018 and 2019 were approved: 

 

• 2018 – North America $25 ($26 via PayPal) and Overseas $30 ($31 via PayPal) 

• 2019 – North America $30 ($31 via PayPal) and Overseas $35 ($36 via PayPal) 

 

The issues of whether we should have a discount for paying 3 years at once or for an online only 

membership was tabled pending Robert Lauer doing some analysis about the impact of an online 

membership on revenue if the number of mailed issues fell below the 100 needed to qualify for 

Canada Post’s International Incentive Letter-post rates. 

 

It was agreed that next year’s Annual General Meeting would be held at the Cardinal Spellman 

Stamp Museum in Weston, MA in conjunction with the May 4-6, 2017 stamp show in 

Boxborough, MA.  It was also agreed that the 2019 Annual General Meeting would be held in 

conjunction with ARIPEX in Pheonix, AZ in February, 2019. 

 

Steve Schuman, one of the judges at SEAPEX, stopped by the Annual General Meeting to suggest 

that we may want to contact the APS and get a list of all those APS members who indicated that 

they collected Hungary on their enrolment forms.  The SHP could then do a targeted mailing to all 

those who are not already members of the SHP. 

 

After the business portion of the Annual General Meeting, Wally Green, our Webmaster, made a 

presentation about the structure of the website looking for input into how he can make the website 

more user friendly and useful to the membership.  It was suggested that we should put a blurb on 

the website about the SHP being a 501C3 society, which makes donations to the organization tax 

deductible.  The APS has a page on its website which deals with this and solicits donations that 

could be used as a model.  
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THE AUCTIONEER’S REPORT 

 

by James Gaul 

 

2016 Year End Report       

       

 2016A 2016B 2016C 2016D Totals  

       
No.of lots listed 54 103 77 82 316  
Sold 23 68 31 36 158  
No.of Bidders 10 12 10 8     

Consignors 3 1 1 4     

Am't Sold $290.00  $859.00  $489.00  $180.00  $1,818.00   
Comm. And Donated $58.00  $221.80  $156.80  $422.00  $858.60  

       
As you can see from the above figures, we've had a big improvement over last years performance. 

Number of lots listed has increased and much more donated items were added.   
The only downside that I see is the number of consignments.    
Our biggest contribution for the year came from one consignment that has been donated.  
I believe we are now on the right track and hope to more listings and donated lots for 2017.  

 

 

 

THE WEBMASTER’S REPORT 

 

by Wally Green  

Introduction 

 

Hello again.  I want to thank the Board for the honor of selecting me to be a member of the SHP 

Board as a Director-at-Large, replacing H. Alan Hoover who has resigned.  I feel very honored to 

have been considered and then elected by the membership. 

 

Did you know that members may advertise stamps of their own for sale on the website? All you 

need to do is send me a description and a scan (if possible). Also, if you have a website of your 

own that you would like to have advertised on our website, just send me the URL and a brief 

description and I’ll place a link to it on the site. 

 

 

What’s New on the Website 

  

Auctions – color scans of all lots are now available on-line.  Each lot description has a thumbnail 

icon of the lot next to it, and you can click the icon to get a full-sized picture.  Happy shopping! 

 

Website Usage 

 

Google (which provides our website statistics) has completely changed the format of its reports, 

which makes any comparison to previous numbers extremely difficult.  That said, the current 
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report indicates we had 948 sessions in the last 90 days.  This is about 17% down from the previous 

90 days.  Our average session duration was down to 2½ minutes, or also about 17%.  I think we 

can chalk most of this up to summer time when people are outside and or on vacation.  Nearly 60% 

of our users are from the United States.  8% are from Canada, 7% from Hungary, 6% from 

Germany, and 3% from the United Kingdom.  The rest of the world contributes the remaining 

fraction. 
 

 

THE RUMINATIONS OF YOUR EDITOR 

 

by Robert Lauer  

  

To continue my ruminations about the 1867 issue from 

where I left off in the last issue, the last 2 denominations 

of the series, a 25kr and a 50kr, were both issued on 

September 1, 1867, and are illustrated at left. (Both 

examples are from the collection of Paul de Leeuw van 

Weenen.)  The 50 krajczár stamp was in a slightly larger 

format and perforated 12, as opposed to rest of the 

denominations, which were perforated roughly 9 ½.  

Almost all of the 50kr stamps were used on money orders, as was the example illustrated here; 

finding them postally used is exceedingly rare, though the back cover of this issue does contain an 

illustration of an example from the collection of Bill Hedley. 

 

As I noted in my column last issue, on May 1, 1867, the Royal Hungarian Post 

also became responsible for the adminsitration of 6 post offices in Romania 

until they were closed at the end of March 1869.  For use in these post offices, 

a parallel series of stamps denominated in soldi, the currency of Lombardi and 

Venetia, was issued.  As with the krajczár denominations, the 2sld, 3sld, 5sld, 

10sld and 15sld stamps were issued in June 1867, with the 25sld and 50sld being 

issued in September 1867.  The 15 soldi stamp of the series, cancelled in 

Bucharest, from the collection of my illustious predessor Csaba Kohalmi, is 

illustrated at right.  As with the kr denominated series in the Austrian portion of the Empire, these 

soldi denominated stamps continued to be used in Austrian post offices in the rest of the Levant 

until they were replaced by the Austrian issue of 1883. 

 

Before I sign off, I would like to thank very much Csaba, Károly Szücs, Michael Burlingame and 

Paul de Leeuw van Weenen for their contributions to this issue of The News.  Csaba has 

contributed 3 articles to this issue: an incisive analysis of 2 airmail covers from 1918, an 

entertaining piece on a hyperinflation cover sold on eBay, and an installment of Counterfeit Corner 

on detecting forgeries of the 1952 MABÉOSz overprint on the 1949 Women’s Day issue.  Károly 

has contributed a fascinating piece on “the General” – the 1 krajczár newspaper tax stamp issued 

in 1868 for the Military Border District.  Michael Burlingame has contributed a very informative 

recount of his visits to the APS facility in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania.  Paul has added a sequel to 

Csaba’s article on canceller for Dabronc in the January – March 2017 issue of The News, as well 
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as a letter to the Editor with respect to Alan Soble’s article in the last issue of The News on the 

continued use of Hungarian stamps and postal stationery in Romania and the S.H.S. Kingdom.  

 

 
 

Letter sent from the Hungarian Post Office in Bucharest to Vienna franked with a 10 soldi stamp from the 

1867 issue, cancelled December 30th (from the collection of Csaba Kohalmi). 

  

 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

 

I can add a few things to Alan Soble’s article “The Continued Use of Hungarian Stamps and Postal 

Stationery in Post WWI Romanian and the S.H.S. Kingdom” in the April – June 2017 issue of The 

News.  The two-line cyrillic marking in Figure 16 is a censor mark of Zagreb.  The source for this 

is the book by Dietz & Kobelbauer, Die jugoslawische Postzensur von 1918 bis 1921 (2012).  In 

Figure 8, the addressee is ‘Eugen Szekula, markenhandlung’ - a famous stamp trader. 

 

As a collector of Hungarian postal stationery, I would like to correct the text at Figure 5.  The year 

on the card must be 1918, not 1915; the card is a Simády #55 issued in May 1918, same as the 

card in Figure 8.  The cards from 1915 have a border all around them; these cards without the 

border were only issued starting in 1918. 

   

Paul de Leeuw van Weenen 
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THE 1918 HUNGARIAN AIRMAIL – TWO COVERS TO KRAKAU ANALYZED 

 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

SHP member ‘C.C.’ from Australia has been offering the ‘Stiasny’ cover shown below on the left 

on eBay for quite some time at an asking price of US$400+.  He has not found a buyer for this 

genuine airmail cover.  The cover shown below on the right was a recent eBay offering. It received 

spirited bidding and eventually sold for US$100+.  Sad to say, it was not genuine, but a rather 

well-executed forgery.  I would like to analyze the distinguishing features of these covers (and, 

perhaps, rekindle the discussion with Johan Sevenhuijsen regarding the tell-tale feature of the 

cancellation, the ‘short J in JUL’). 

 

 
 

On page 3-47 of his definitive book, The Pioneer Period of Hungarian Airmail, Vic Berecz 

described the routine schedule of the flights as “the airplanes left Vienna at dawn and arrived in 

Budapest early in the morning.  They then left Budapest late in the afternoon, arriving in Vienna 

early in the evening.”  The table published on the same page shows 306 covers destined for Cracow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Posted BUDAPEST 4 L.L.z., 918 JUL 10 N 3. 

Arrived FLUGPOST WIEN 1, 10 VII 7-15. 

Departed FLUGPOST WIEN 1, 11 VII III 30. 

Arrived FLUGPOST POCZTA LOTNICZA, 

KRAKAU 1 * KRAKOW 1, 11 VII X 15. 

Posted BUDAPEST 4 L.L.z., 918 JUL 11 N 1 

Arrived FLUGPOST WIEN 1, 11 VII 7-30. 

[cover has only one FLUGPOST WIEN cds] 

Arrived FLUGPOST POCZTA LOTNICZA, 

KRAKAU 1 * KRAKOW 1, 12 VII X 30. 

The Flugpost Wien arrival cds is on the reverse 

side of this cover while a similar cds for the 

departure on the next day was struck on the front. 

There is no separate departure cds for handling 

the cover in Vienna. 
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on the July 10th flight and 70 covers on July 11th one.  For starters, it is possible that both covers 

are genuine because: 

1. mail to Cracow was flown on both dates, July 10th and July 11th; 

2. the Budapest departure times (N[appal] 3 / N 1 = during the day at 3 and 1 P.M., 

respectively) and the Vienna arrival times (715 / 730 = evening 7:15 and 7:30 P.M.) agree 

with the general flight schedules; and  

3. the Cracow arrival times are similar: X 15 / X 30 = 10:15 / 10:30 A.M.  From the departure 

strike, we know that the ‘Stiasny’ cover left Vienna at III 30 = 3:30 A.M. for the 

approximately six hour flight.  (The Vienna arrival cancels indicate A.M. by using Roman 

numerals, P.M. by using Arabic numerals.) 

However, there is a discrepancy in the franking that needs to be examined.  In addition to both 

airmail stamps, the cover had 1K85f additional postage (1K transportation fee to the airport, 60f 

express fee, and 25f for the 2nd weight class letter to Austria).  The second cover has 2K20f in 

additional postage.  The 35f overfranking cannot be explained away by assuming that it was a 3rd 

or even a 7th weight class letter because each increment would have cost an extra 5f only.  So, in 

my opinion, the mismatched franking raises a red flag.  As far as the use of both airmail stamps, 

Vic provided the following explanation on page 3-50: “The Stiasny mail is all dated July 10th or 

11th.  He was a pilot on the airline, so quite possibly he flew some of the mail himself.  His mail 

was correctly franked for a heavy letter.  It is impossible to tell whether his letters actually weighed 

more than 20 grams.  In any case, the heavy letter rate permitted him to show both of the 1918 

airmail stamps on his covers to meet double the two-leg airmail surcharge.” 

 

Vic also had an explanation for the missing Vienna postmark on the second cover: “Remember 

that the mail arrived in Vienna from Budapest early in the evening.  The receiving mark was 

applied to the back of the envelope.  Early in the morning, before take-off for Cracow, a 

dispatching postmark of Vienna was applied to the front.  On arrival, a Cracow receiving postmark 

was applied.  So, correctly marked mail should have a Hungarian cancellation and a Vienna 

dispatch mark on the front, and a Vienna and Cracow receiving mark on the reverse.  It is not 

infrequent that one or the other Vienna marking is missing.” 

 

So far, the second cover had only one strike against it: the apparent 35f overfranking.  The stamps 

on the cover were arranged in the usual haphazard fashion that postal clerks used to slap stamps to 

the envelopes in a hurry.  The fact that the faint destination and return addresses were written in 

pencil is somewhat unusual.  (At least it wasn’t written using a ball-point pen!)  But, the final test 

is the analysis of the cancellations. 

 

  

Two stamps, 

photographically 

cropped from the 

‘Stiasny’ cover. 
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There are significant discrepancies between the genuine (below, left) and the fake (below, right) 

cancellations in the style and form of the numerals and letters. 

 

 
The most obvious difference between the genuine cancellation and the fake is the short stem of the letter 

‘J’ in JUL, but also note that the hook of the J doesn’t curl up as much as it does in the fake.  On the 

genuine, the serif of the numeral ‘1’ in date joins the stem below the top while in the fake cancel it is 

joined at the peak of the stem. 

 

 

 
In the control letters ‘L.L.z.’ the foot of the ‘L’ is longer on the genuine cancel than in the fake one.   

Also note a big ‘oops’: the decimal point is missing after the ‘z’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Two stamps, photographically cropped from the 

second, suspect cover. 
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QED: The second cover is a well-executed forgery.  I rest my case. 

 

On a different facet of the same topic, several months ago I exchanged emails with Dr. Jerzy 

Kupiec-Weglinski about a 1918 airmail cover with unusual franking.  He had purchased the cover 

from Ingert Kuzych and had it inspected by Vic Berecz.  The cover is illustrated below. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An unusually franked, registered cover sent to Cracow on 4 July 1918. 

 

Left: The Wien arrival cds from 

the reverse side of the ‘Stiasny’ 

cover.  Right: The Wien arrival 

cds from the fake cover.  Note 

that number ‘1’ in the genuine 

cancellation has a slightly curved 

serif while the serif on the same 

numeral is straight on the fake 

cds. 

 

Left: The Krakau arrival cds 

from the reverse side of the 

‘Stiasny’ cover.  Right: The 

Krakau arrival cds from the 

fake cover.  The same 

observation as above about the 

serifs of the ‘1’ after Krakau * 

Krakow applies to this 

cancellation as well. 
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Vic’s comments on this cover are as follows:  

 

“This registered (R#4014/r series) commercial letter was flown from Budapest via Vienna to 

Cracow on the first day of service, July 4, 1918.  It is endorsed with “Repülő posta” and “Expresse” 

manuscript markings in blue crayon, and displays the July 4 / 09:00 cancelation from the Budapest 

Main P.O. (double-circle postmark with LTl counter-mark).  A second counter-mark LFe is seen 

less frequently on first day mail.  The cover also shows, what is important to identify genuinely 

flown items, a penciled number (14) that is a running count of the mail processed that day; and a 

penciled indication of the total postage required (5,05).  The letter was franked with an airmail 

stamp of 4K50f denomination, in addition to regular adhesives (50f and 5f).  The 5,05K postage 

represents the correct registered letter rate for the Budapest – Cracow route, which includes: 20f 

basic surface rate (the first weight increment up to 20 grams); 25f registration fee; 60f express fee; 

1K delivery charge; and 3K airmail surcharge (1,50K for each of the two legs: Budapest – Vienna 

and Vienna – Cracow).  However, there is a problem with the franking of this cover.  Indeed, the 

use of airmail stamps for anything other than the airmail surcharge was invalid.  Therefore, a valid 

franking would have consisted of two copies of the 1K50f airmail stamp (instead of the applied 

4K50f single stamp) and 2,05K franking of regular stamps for all other charges incurred.  Indeed, 

prior to the first flight there was a misunderstanding about this regulation, since a July 17, 1918 

amendment of the original Hungarian Postal Order 59.622 (July 2) was issued, to confirm that 

airmail stamps should be applied exclusively for the airmail surcharge.  So, the use of airmail 

stamps for other purposes in the early days of service did occur, and this appears to be a perfect 

example justifying the issuing of the official postal amendment.” 

 

This ‘explanation’ should be considered as an addendum to Vic’s book since he became aware of 

this cover many years after the writing and publishing of The Pioneer Period of Hungarian 

Airmail. 
 

 

MY EXPERIENCES WITH THE AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY AND MAGYAR 

PHILATELY 

 

by Michael J. Burlingame 

 

My daughter attends Penn State University in State College, PA and trips to visit her usually end 

up in the adjacent town of Bellefonte, in the wonderfully-restored Match Factory Building and 

home to the American Philatelic Society (APS).  If you visit, you will not be disappointed, but be 

sure to provide ample time during APS working hours to explore.  The following is an overview 

of my experiences visiting APS and using their resources, as one of intermediate knowledge in 

philately.  APS has been a great help improving my Hungarian collection through use of the online 

Stamp Store, Circuit Book System, Research Library, and The American Philatelist monthly 

magazine.  APS also has a Reference Collection in Scott Albums.  For Hungary, it contains the 

commonly available stamps which can be compared to a stamp in question.  The Collection is 

missing the rarer, classical stamps which are usually the ones of most interest.  Hopefully, someone 

will donate their collection in the future to enhance it.  APS also provides Expertization Services 

for those who want a more thorough examination at a cost of $20 and up, depending on Scott 

value. 
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The reader may have his or her favorite ways to purchase and sell material, but if you have not yet 

used it, consider the APS Circuit Book System.  Circuit Books for Hungary come in a box holding 

8-10 books, at the rate of about one per month.  They offer stamps and covers from APS members, 

mint and used, priced at a fraction of Scott or Michel.  Figure 1 shows my Circuit Books after 

circulation.  I prefer to examine stamps at home with all of my resources, rather than at a busy 

show or viewing less than satisfying pictures on the Internet.  When done, you mail the book to 

the next member on the Circuit List, using USPS with tracking.  APS charges a 5% fee on 

purchases, and $2 for insurance.  The material ranges from very good to a lower quality than one 

is accustomed to seeing from dealers.  Regarding selling, if the material is quality and well-priced, 

one might sell three-quarters of what is circulated.  Circuit Books can take 6-8 months before they 

are returned with payment, but patience pays off.  APS also has a large number of Circuit Books 

to buy from, at their office.  Going through these can take several hours and Ms. Wendy Masorti 

is usually there to assist.  In addition, the APS’s on-line Stamp Store (www.stamps.org/stampstore) 

offers some higher quality and higher priced stamps.  One can examine the material before 

purchase in the Internet Sales Area.  This is very helpful, but APS also has a good mail-order return 

policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. APS Circuit Books. 

 

In October 2016, the American Philatelic Research Library (APRL) moved to a larger part of the 

APS Building (Figure 2).  Books are on the first floor, arranged for easy browsing by subject or 

country.  The second floor has magazines, newsletters, and journals.  Auction catalogues are also 

displayed.  Ms. Tara Murray, the Head Librarian, or one of her assistants, is always there to assist.  

Copies of show exhibits are available online but, to date, nothing for Magyar Posta.  Hungarian 

philatelists with exhibits can submit a request to Ms. Murray for APS to include an electronic copy 

in the Library’s collection.  Membership in the APS entitles one to borrow books, view the digital 

collection, or request interlibrary loans which greatly expands access to material, especially for 

Hungary.  For complete details see www.stamplibrary.org. 

 

http://www.stamps.org/
http://www.stamplibrary.org/
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Figure 2. The Newly-opened American Philatelic Research Library. 

 

The Library has three shelves of books on Hungarian philately (Figure 3).  A Magyar Bélyegek 

Monografiaja, Budapest, 1981, with 20 volumes, takes up most of the middle shelf and half of the 

lower one.  It is extremely detailed, covering the Hungarian-Austrian Post Period onward through 

1979, however, like much of the literature, it is in Hungarian.  One book that provides an excellent 

overview is Bélyegkönyv-Stamps-Briefmarken, classical Hungarian stamps printed in the State 

Printing House from the beginning to the First World War, State Printing House, Budapest, 1996, 

271 pgs. (Figure 4).  Thankfully, it is written in Hungarian, German, and English.  It is a great 

introduction to classical Hungarian stamps, beautifully illustrated, and helped me understand the 

early methods of stamp production, variations in stamp color, subtle varieties of the Franz Josef 

issues that can help with spotting forgeries, perforations, and much more.  One can order a copy 

from www.philabooks.com, and is an important reference for every serious collector’s library.  

Another book on the shelf in English which received a very positive review by the APS Philatelic 

Literature Review, is Hungarian 

hyperinflation of 1945-1946: the postage 

rates and postal history of history’s most 

impressive inflation, by R. B. Morgan, 

Collectors’ Club of Chicago, 2003 (Figure 

5).  Subscriptions to the quarterly Philatelic 

Literature Review are available through the 

APRL at www.stamps.org/quarterly-journal.  

The Library has two book scanners and 

visitors can use these to scan articles or 

sections of books for free and save them 

electronically.  APRL also offers a scanning 

service for those who cannot visit.  Members 

get a discounted rate. 
     Figure 3. APRL books on Hungarian philately. 

http://www.philabooks.com/
http://www.stamps.org/quarterly-journal
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Figure 4. Bélyegkönyv-Stamps-Briefmarken, classical Hungarian stamps printed in the State Printing 

House from the beginning to the First World War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 5. Hungarian Hyperinflation of 1945-1946: The Postage Rates and Postal History of History’s 

Most Impressive Inflation. 

 

Finally, if you visit APS, be sure to see State College.  It’s a college town with interesting shops 

and good restaurants.  There are public lectures at the University, shows at the Bryce Jordan Center 

or, in season, football games.  The University has an art museum worth visiting.  The State parks 

and forests to the south of State College, are, in my experience the most scenic in Pennsylvania.  

Happy collecting! 
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THE KNOWN COPIES OF THE 1 KRAJCÁR MILITARY BORDER DISTRICT 

NEWSPAPER TAX STAMP 

 

by Károly Szücs 

 

On page 749 of Volume III of A magyar bélyegek monográfiája (published in 1968 and 

subsequently referred to as ‘Monograph’), Ferenc Rend wrote the following about the 1 krajczár 

newspaper tax stamp issued for the Military Border District in 1868: “maybe 4-5 unused … and 

perhaps 7-8 used copies are known”.  On page 751, he described in detail the newspaper text used 

to precancel the stamps, one of which was featured in a Friedl auction.  In Figures 628 and 629, 

he illustrated two stamps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type I and Type III stamps from the Monograph 

The picture of the Type III stamp is of poor quality because it was reproduced from a 1929 Mayr-

Hanus catalog (page 181). 

 

Miklós Rédey in his catalog published in 1927 proposed that these 

stamps were never put into circulation.  László Surányi concurred 

with this in the 1984/2 issue of the Philatelica magazine and 

provided additional information to amend Ferenc Rend regarding 

the possibility of finding more copies. 

The article used the magnificent illustration on the right to show the 

positioning of the precancellation that was made using the same 

plate on the four known copies. 

Surányi marked his examples with Arabic numerals.  The Type I and 

II examples from the Monograph he marked with a ‘1’ and considered them to be the same 

because they have the identical text precancellation.  Ferenc Rend considered them to be two 

different examples because of the cutting along the edges. 

 

Surányi assigned number ‘2’ to the example acquired by the Stamp Museum from the Poppovits 

collection.  Ferenc Rend, for some mysterious reason, was not aware of this copy.  Also for reasons 

not known to me, Surányi transposed Types IV and III from the Monograph by calling them 

numbers 3 and 4.  It needs to be noted that, according to published literature by Rédey, he indicated 

the existence of an additional 3-4 copies with pen or other, illegible cancellations.   
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The illustrations from the Philatelica follow: 

 

The article describes number 4 identically with what is written in the Monograph, but Surányi did 

not use the illustration, probably because of its poor quality.  The substance of his conclusions was 

that there was no need for newspaper tax stamps in the Military Border District; hence, they were 

never placed in circulation.  Therefore, according to him, all copies precancelled with newspaper 

text as well as the pen or illegibly cancelled example first mentioned in Hungarian literature by 

Rédey have to be considered as having been ‘manufactured’ for the purpose of making them look 

actually ‘circulated’ and presenting them as desirable stamps to well-heeled, prospective buyers.   

 

I was able to collect better quality illustrations than previously seen from auction catalogs and 

other literature sources of the 9 copies shown below identified with Surányi’s serial numbers. 

 
 

Ferenc Rend mentioned that the 23 October 1959 Raymond auction catalog included on page 12 a 

good quality image on example no. 1.  Unfortunately, I have not been able to find the catalog.  

Example no. 2 was purchased by the Hungarian Post in 1916 from Poppovits.  At the 1930 

establishment of the Stamp Museum, it became part of its core collection.  Example no. 3 was 

purchased at the 10th Friedl auction by Edvin Müller.  He first exhibited it in 1926 and last, in 

1959.  I know for sure that presently it is in Hungary.  Example no. 4 was published in the Mayr 

 

 
 

No. 1.                 No. 2.                   No. 3.       No. 4. 

    Payer, Kölbig-           Poppovits,  Friedl, Müller.         Mayr Catalog, 

   Hollander, Rédey,          Hungarian  Sinkó Auction                  1924 

   Raymond Auction      Post and Stamp                   2015          Profila 2006 

            1959             Museum 

            1916-1930 

 

    
  No. 1.    No. 2.    No. 3. 
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catalog and was last sold in 2006 at a Profila auction.  Its location along with example no 5 is 

unknown.  Most likely, both are abroad. 

 

 
No. 5.  Darabanth auction, 2011. 

 

The unused copies are shown below.  (For the purpose of eliminating the distorted color that 

resulted from the acquiring pictures from multiple sources, I corrected the color of the paper to 

grayish-white using software in order to correspond as closely as possible to the original hue.) 

 
 

This comparison showed that examples no. 2, 3, 4, and 7 have significantly wider lower or upper 

margins than the others.  The corner block of 1889 newspaper tax stamp used in Hungary shown 

below also came with similar, significantly wider spacing between the stamps.  It cannot be 

excluded that the copies shown here came from the same type of sheet.  The absence of multiples 

may lead to the suspicion that instead of being produced in sheets, these stamps were printed 

individually.  This cannot be stated with any certainty, but the scarcity of stamps would support 

this explanation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
No. 6.         No. 7.           No. 8.            No. 9. 

      Property of  Exhibited by            (**)   (*) 

  a Mafitt member         an APS member               Robert Siegel       Darabanth 

 residing overseas          at the WSS NY    auction, 2016      Richard Stark 

                  in 2016       auction, 2009 
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This block of the 1889 Hungarian 

Newspaper Tax Stamp is the third largest 

known multiple of this stamp, which 

makes it a rarity by itself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hungarian catalog values the stamp at HUF 3 million (at the exchange rate of 

US$1=~HUF300, HUF 3 million=US$10,000) in unused condition and at HUF 2.2 million 

(US$7,333) with cancellation.  An unused copy sold for twice catalog value recently.  (Along with 

buyer’s surcharge, the selling price was HUF 3.36 million (US$US$11,200) in 2011.  In June 

2016, probably the nicest example sold for the equivalent of HUF 13.7 million (US$45,666). 

 

I am aware of only one single Hungarian stamp (the 1867 red color 3 

krajczár) that sold at auction for a higher price.  The last offering was 

in December 2015 by David Feldmann, when it could be purchased 

for a mere 75 thousand Euros.  The obvious perforation flaws and the 

serious paper defect, that wasn’t even mentioned in the lot 

description, kept everyone from bidding on it.  Converted to forints, 

it would have been a HUF 28 million purchase.  (The importation of 

cultural assets is free of customs tax.  Switzerland is a member of the 

European free trade group, so the purchaser would not have been 

burdened with the payment of the value added tax.) 

 

The results of the 2016 Siegel auction elevated our newspaper tax 

stamp to the category occupied by the 150 thousand Euro catalog 

value vermillion-red Mercury stamp.  The auction price of this 

stamp in recent years ranged for 29,900 to 84,200 Euros.  The wide 

price range of the red Mercury stamp was strongly influenced by 

even minor imperfections that are typically found in such caliber 

of stamps.  Heavy emphasis is placed over and above of any 

imperfections by the centering, the freshness of the color, the 

aesthetic appearance of the cancellation, the presence of gum, and 

the overall condition. 
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This would also apply to the newspaper tax stamps presented here that show distinct levels of 

quality.  Numbers 4, 5, and 7 belong in the lesser desirable category; numbers 2, 3, and 9 could be 

described as good.  The used copies have a narrow margin on one side while the unused one could 

be faulted for the lack of gum.  Numbers 1, 6, and 8 are unquestionably the top quality copies.  

Such quality differences in this category can result in significant differences of millions of forints! 

 

The latest copy sold at the Siegel auction was listed as ‘MNH Gem’ according to quality standards 

descriptions common in the USA.  It is not an accident that it was shown in a prominent position 

on the cover of the auction catalog alongside other outstanding lots.  This is the cover of the catalog 

and the description of the stamp: 

 

 

 

“1807 HUNGARY, 1868, 1k Blue, Newspaper Tax Stamp (PR2B). Original gum, large 

balanced margins all around, deep rich shade, sharp impression on fresh paper, EXTREMELY 

FINE. AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF THE 1868 ONE-KREUZER NEWSPAPER 

TAX STAMP. EASILY THE FINEST EXAMPLE OF THE RAREST AND MOST 

DESIRABLE STAMP OF HUNGARY. 

 

The Newspaper Tax stamps were used to collect a fiscal tax rather than pay postage. This, 

coupled by the fact that this stamp was only issued for the Military Border District, means 

unused examples are practically non-existent. Specialists suggest that a mere 10-12 examples 

exist with the vast number in used and faulty condition. We have been unable to locate another 

unused example, let alone one in sound condition. 

 

Signed A. Diena and Friedl. With 1983 Ferchenbauer     $15,000.00” 
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The description of the lot does not express the facts with 100% accuracy, since its condition seems 

to be comparable to copy no. 6, at least one other from the picture.  Both stamps probably have the 

same flawless gum.  Otherwise, the description can be accepted as being correct. 

 

I had intended to acquire this piece in order to enhance the exhibiting of my collection at next 

year’s stamp exhibitions, despite the fact that I would have had to pay a 27% value added tax for 

importing it from the USA.  In the end, however, it became clear that despite my bid that was awell 

above the Hungarian catalog valuation, I had no chance at all. 

 

The suggested bid of $15,000 (contrary to our custom of showing the minimum bid, this catalog 

indicated the anticipated winning bid) was 50% higher than the Hungarian catalog value.  The 

winning bid exceeded this by a factor of four! 

 

In the case of this stamp, it would have cost HUF 17.4 million to import it from outside of the 

European Union into Hungary.  Unfortunately, such a cost will deter all Hungarian collectors from 

taking this step in the future.  Our last previous chance in Hungary to acquire an unused stamp 

happened in 2009 with example no. 9.  Unfortunately, we all passed up this chance as well. 

 

I recommend that the catalog valuation of the Military Border District newspaper tax stamps be 

increased in next year’s publication based on the series of auction results in recent years that have 

significantly exceeded current valuations.  In this way, prospective bidders would not be cruelly 

misguided in their efforts to acquire the stamp.  In my opinion, the value of the unused stamp 

should be raised by several orders of magnitude, as well as that of the cancelled copies while 

maintaining the same relationship since the known quantities of each have not changed. 

 

Naturally, I welcome any and all information, especially concerning the missing images of the 

further 3-4 copies.  It would be nice to see them all together. 

 

This article originally appeared in the Okmánybélyeg publication, 2016 issue no. 3, in Hungarian.  

Translated by Csaba L. Kohalmi. 

 
 

 

MORE ABOUT DABRONC 

 

by Paul de Leeuw van Weenen 

 

As a sequel to the article “Partially Modified Cancelling Device from Dabronc” by Csaba Kohalmi 

in the January-March 2017 issue of The News of Hungarian Philately [Volume 48, #1], I can 

contribute some more cancellations from the village of Dabronc.  As a collector of the cancellations 

from Zala county, I have accumulated several over the years. 

  

According to Magyarország Helységnévtára 1937, Dabronc was a village in Zala county with 

148 houses and 1,128 inhabitants.  There was no post office at this point; the nearest post office 

was in Gógánfa. 
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According to Magyarország Helységnévtára 1941, there was now a postal agency in the village.  

A Magyar Bélyegek Monográfiája, Volume VI (page 583), indicates that a Postal Agency 

(Postaügyn) canceller was in use from 1941 to 1943.  This cancellation is illustrated below. 

 

 
 

In 1943, the postal agency became post office.  Below are 2 strikes from this canceller from 1947. 
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On 4 March 1947, the crown was still in the canceller.   Below are 2 strikes from the same canceller 

from 1948. 

 

 
 

By 27 January 1948, the crown has been removed from the canceller, with only a small part of the 

top still visible.  However, with the general wearing of the canceller over the years, the crown 

becomes more visible, as is evident from the 1960 strike from this canceller in Csaba’s article.  On 

27 January 1970, the remnants of the crown were still there as per the illustration below. 
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COUNTERFEIT CORNER: THE 1952 MABÉOSZ OVERPRINT FORGERIES 

 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

Under communism in Hungary, starting in 1949, factories and businesses were nationalized, 

independent peasants were herded into collective farms, private organizations such as the Boy 

Scouts were disbanded, the teaching activities of religious organizations were abolished as their 

schools were closed, and religious orders were disbanded by government decree.  The Rákosi-era 

centralized consolidation of power extended to the philatelic community as well.  In 1952, the 

Magyar Bélyeggyűjtők Országos Szövetsége / National Organization of Hungarian Stamp 

Collectors (MABÉOSz) was formed assimilating all other independent clubs and organizations, 

some of which had a rich history (such as LEHE). 

 

In order to ‘celebrate’ the first exhibition under the MABÉOSz umbrella, 50,000 copies of the 

1949 International Women’s Day stamp (MBÁ 1084, Scott B204) were overprinted.  The text of 

the original stamp was obliterated with short lines and the 60f surcharge blocked out with a black 

bar.  The new stamp (MBÁ 1309, Scott 996) became approximately ten times as valuable as the 

original issue.  Because the overprinting was rather simple and because of the escalated catalog 

value, counterfeiting became a problem almost right away.  The original stamp was issued in a 

little over 200,000 copies.  With the surge of counterfeiting, one could speculate that nearly half 

of this number was legitimately or spuriously overprinted, reducing the available quantity of the 

original stamp by half. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

The overprinting was performed in a rather haphazard fashion resulting in copies showing 

significant shifting of the obliterating lines and bar.  The sloppy work only encouraged the 

counterfeiters to create more and more ‘error’ overprints.  The Magyar bélyegek kézikönyve 

mentions the existence of radically shifted overprints, as well as a double overprint.  It also states 

that a small quantity of counterfeit overprints exist; but their detection, when compared to a 

genuine stamp, is not difficult.  How helpful is that?!?! 

 

I have in my collection four examples of shifted overprints that can be seen on the next page.  I 

had even used this illustration as a part of the SHP exhibit in last year’s New York show.  Only 

 

Original Women's Day 

stamp without overprint 

 

 

Genuine MABÉOSZ 

overprint 

 

 

Forged ‘shifted’ 

overprint 
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now do I see that the third stamp from the left is not genuine!  However, I still need to offer more 

definitive details as to why I came to that conclusion.  

 

 
 

Four somewhat shifted overprints. The overprint on the third stamp from the left is not genuine. 

 

There are four right angle ‘brackets’ at the upper left corner of the overprint, each one with shorter 

lines than the one above it.  Note that the 4th bracket is tiny, but it still shows up as a right angle 

on the two illustrations below.  The third illustration is taken from the fake overprint.  The right 

angle is missing; the bracket is simply a blob of ink. 

 

                          
 
 

All four brackets form a perfect right angle on the genuine overprint.  On the fake overprint, the 4th bracket 

is simply a blob of ink.  Also note that the width of the lines are uniform on the genuine copies.  The lines 

of the 2nd bracket on the fake overprint are thicker than the others. 

 

      

 
 

          
 

The obliterating lines from the genuine stamp are shown on the left and top 

left.  The thickness of the lines is fairly uniform.  The bars from the fake 

overprint are on the right.  In the top row shown above, several lines are 

distinctively thicker (line numbers 1, 6, 11,14, 19, 24, & 32).  The same is true 

for the vertical lines (from top to bottom, numbers 1, 8, 13, 20, & 27). 
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IS THIS THE HIGHEST PRICE PAID FOR A 1946 HYPERINFLATION COVER ON 

eBAY? 

 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

The SHP’s ‘talking heads’ [Chris Brainard, Bob Morgan, and yours truly] exchanged a series of 

emails amongst themselves about the merits of a hyperinflation cover that appeared for sale on 

eBay.  The consensus was that it was grossly overfranked [a fact that offended the philatelic purists 

in the group], but there was no agreement as to why the postage was overpaid.  And, there was 

total disagreement as to how much this cover would bring in auction.  I offered a guess of $350 

for the selling price, something I would be willing to pay. 

 

As the seconds ticked down to ‘sniping time,’ the high bid was at $315 and I was ready with my 

offer of $366.  But, before I could hit the ‘bid now’ tab, the price jumped to $495 and I was out.  

A few seconds later, the auction was over and the cover sold for $1,000+. 
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The sender, Steven Zöldy evidently sent multiple mailings to the addressee in Toronto during the 

final days of the 1945-1946 hyperinflation as evidenced by the covers being offered at the same 

time.  Most of the other offerings were ‘mundane’ items, correctly franked [or maybe missing a 

stamp due to wear and tear in transit].  This cover, however, had indications of a philatelic prank, 

a hyperinflation ‘Peterdy’ cover.  It was posted from Budapest 53 on 29 July 1946, three days prior 

to the introduction of the forint-currency.  The correct franking for a registered foreign letter would 

have been 4.8 million adó[tax]pengő (1.6 million aP letter rate, 3.2 million aP registration).  But, 

7.055 million aP stamps were placed on the envelope in a random fashion, front and back, creating 

an overfranking of 2.255 million aP.  All ten different values of the adópengő series were utilized 

with the two red ‘millions’ values having been issued just three days earlier, thus creating a 

philatelic masterpiece.  There is no doubt in my mind that the cover is legitimate and that it was 

postally used as attested by the blue stamp of the Canadian post office applied to the front and 

back side.   

 

My ‘eureka’ moment came a few days before the end of the listing.  Why would anyone overfrank 

such an item?  The answer was that on July 29th, 1946, the entire country was waiting for the 

introduction of the new currency on August 1st, and the population needed to survive just two 

more days with the hyperinflation.  The extra postage would be worth a little more than 1 fillér in 

the future, new currency, so why not have fun!  [10 million aP ‘vouchers’ continued to circulate 

until September 30th to help alleviate the fillér coinage shortage.  Their value was 5 fillér.  I call 

these notes ‘vouchers’ because they were not issued by the Hungarian National Bank and 

technically could not be called banknotes.  Therefore, the 2+ million aP overpayment = ~1 fillér.  

The smallest coin introduced with the fillér-forint currency was the 2 fillér piece (see below).] 

 

The total worth of the 7+ million aP franking would have amounted 

to ~3 ½ fillers in the new currency.  What a bargain when considering 

the 1 forint (100 fillér) new foreign letter rate introduced on August 

1st, not mention the 2 forint registration! 

 

The duration of the hyperinflation was artificially prolonged in order 

to ‘eat up’ the value of the pengő currency banknotes in circulation.  

I would have to revisit my reference books, but I remember reading 

somewhere the value of ALL the pengő banknotes put into 

circulation since the end of World War II would equal less than US$1 

using the conversion of the new forint currency. 

 

The Hungarian mint started striking coins in fillér-forint denominations already in February 1946.  

[There was no coinage struck during the hyperinflation, with the exception of a 5 pengő coin whose 

small face value made it useless by the fall of 1945; hence, it did not circulate.]  The Banknote 

Printers may have had a slower start since they were busy churning out worthless pengős by the 

quadrillions.  When crunch time came, the paper stock had been depleted and new forint notes 

became a problem to produce.  Trial printings were done in January (!) 1946 of a hypothetical 

‘tallér’ currency.  See the example of the 10 tallér specimen below.  The denomination ‘tallér’ was 

abandoned because it sounded too close to ‘dollar.’  ‘Máriás=Mary’s, alluding to the Blessed 

Virgin’ was another name considered, but that was deemed too religious sounding, so the decision 

fell to ‘forint.’ 
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So, in conclusion, the ministry of finance was well aware of the introduction of the new currency 

six-seven months before the fact, but let the country’s economy flounder in order to depreciate the 

value of the old currency completely! 

 

 

 
Ten tallér specimen banknotes.  Note the date of 21 January 1946.  The design elements (the 

portrait of poet Sándor Petőfi on the front and the riverbank scene on the bank) were used for 

the 10 forint notes, printed in green, introduced in 1947. 

 

 
100 forint banknote introduced on 1 August 1946.  Note the date of 3 June 1946. 

 

I would love to get the new owner’s opinion about the cover considering that its selling price was 

in the same category as prices paid for scarce hyperinflation airmail covers in recent years.  I 

remember one airmail cover going for around US$500, and Bob Morgan recalls one selling for 

US$1,200.  Also, some of the scarce ‘billions’ cover with the ‘pigeon’ stamps possibly exceed this 

price level.  Bob reported that one cover sold for US$2000+ at a Profila auction in 2008 while 

most of them usually sell in the US$400-800 range. 
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Chapter 6 101 

The list of Air Mail covers recorded* 71, (updated November 18, 2016) in chronological order 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

rateperiod1946           weight           destination          country                                                     rate paid 
14 May 2 5 ½ grams Los Altos, CA USA ............................................................ 108,000,000 Pengö 

14 May 2 12 ½ grams San Francisco USA ............................................................ 158,000,000 Pengö 
14 May 4 3 ½ grams Cleveland USA .............................................................. 78,000,000 Pengö 

14 May 6 5 grams New York USA ............................................................ 108,000,000 Pengö 

14 May 7 5 ½ grams East Orange, NJ USA ............................................................ 208,000,000 Pengö 
14  May 8 7 grams Philadelphia USA ............................................................ 308,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 10 9 ½ grams Patterson USA ............................................................ 340,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 11 4 grams New York USA ............................................................ 290,000,000 Pengö 
15 May 11 5 grams Jackson Heights USA ............................................................ 290,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 11 8 grams New York USA ............................................................ 540,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 12 5½ grams New York USA ............................................................ 540,000,000 Pengö 
15 May 16 12 grams Los Angeles USA ............................................................ 540,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 17 7 grams New York USA ............................................................ 500,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 17 10 grams Stockholm Sweden ......................................................... 90,000,000 Pengö (90 milpengö) 
15 May 17 7 grams  ** London England ...................................................... 170,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 17 15 grams** Jersey City USA ......................................................... 1,620,000,000 Pengö 

15 May18 6 grams Bronx USA ......................................................... 1,640,000,000 Pengö 
16 May 20 4 grams Hamilton New Zealand ........................................... 2,160,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 20 3½ grams Arlington USA ......................................................... 1,160,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 21 8 grams New York USA ......................................................... 2,160,000,000 Pengö 
16 May 21 6 grams Los Altos USA ......................................................... 2,160,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 22 5 grams Hollywood USA ......................................................... 2,160,000,000  Pengö 

16 May 24 10 grams** Paris France ......................................................... 680,000,000 Pengö (680 milp) 
16 May 25 4½ grams Sydney, NSW Australia .................................................. 6,160,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 26 10.4 grams** Los Angeles USA ....................................................... 18,480,000,000 Pengö 

17 May 27 5 grams New York USA ......................................................... 6,480,000,000 Pengö 

17 May 27 4 grams New York USA ......................................................... 6,480,000,000 Pengö 

17 May 27 13grams Millom England ................................................... 1,680,000,000 Pengö (1,680 milp) 

17 May 29 5 grams Göteborg Sweden .................................................... 1,480,000,000 Pengö 
17 May 29 4 grams Los Angeles USA ....................................................... 10,480,000,000 Pengö 

17 May 30 3½ grams New York USA ....................................................... 10,480,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 1 5 grams New York USA ....................................................... 13,600,000,000 Pengö 
18 June 1 4 grams ** Newark USA ....................................................... 16,800,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 3 10 grams Harefield England ................................................... 4,100,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 3 9 grams Los Angeles USA ....................................................... 51,600,000,000 Pengö 
18 June 8 3½ grams Miami USA  .................................................... 101,600,000,000 Pengö (101,600 milp) 

18 June 9 9 grams  ## Stockholm Sweden .................................................. 11,600,000,000 Pengö 
18 June 9 4 grams Chicago USA ..................................................... 101,600,000,000 Pengö 

19 June 11 3 grams New York USA ..................................................... 216,000,000,000 Pengö  

19 June 11 10½ grams New York USA ..................................................... 616,000,000,000 Pengö 
19 June 14 16 grams New York USA .................................................. 2,016,000,000,000 Pengö 

19 June 16 6½ grams London England ............................................... 166,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 17 19 grams London England ............................................... 380,000,000,000 Pengö 
20 June 19 7 grams   # Stockholm Sweden ................................................ 580,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 19 4½ grams New York USA .................................................. 5,080,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 19 12 grams ** London England ............................................ 1,240,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 22 8 grams New York USA .................................................20,080,000,000,000 Pengö 

21 June 24 4 grams New York USA .................................................21,600,000,000,000 Pengö = 21.6 billió 

21 June 24 6 grams New York USA .................................................41,600,000,000,000 Pengö 
21 June 26 3 grams New York USA .................................................81,600,000,000,000 Pengö = 81.6 billió  

21 June 27 4½ grams Hammond USA ...............................................201,600,000,000,000 Pengö = 201.6 billió 

21 June 29 7 grams London England .........................................100,480,000,000,000 Pengö 
23 July 5 3½ grams  Stockholm Sweden ..........................................208,000,000,000,000 Pengö 

23 July 6 5 grams Melbourne, Vic. Australia ............................ 20,008,000,000,000,000,000 Pengö = 20 trillió 

24 July 11 4 grams *** New York USA .............................. 2,001,200,000,000,000,000,000 Pengö = 2,001 trillió + 
24 July 11 4 grams Vineland USA .............................. 2,000,400,000,000,000,000,000 Pengö = 2,000 trillió+ 

25 July 14 5 grams New York USA ................................................................ 9,320,000 adópengö 

25 July 14 3 grams Sydney, NSW Australia ....................................................... 13,940,000 adópengö 
25 July 15 10 grams Ventnor City USA .............................................................. 17,860,000 adópengö 

25 July 16 5 grams New York USA .............................................................. 12,580,000 adópengö 

25 July 17 8 grams London England .......................................................... 2,090,000 adópengö 
26 July 18 7.5 grams Kosta Sweden ........................................................... 2,100,000 adópengö 

26 July 18 4 grams New York USA .............................................................. 17,100,000 adópengö 

26 July 20 5 grams Newark USA .............................................................. 30,400,000 adópengö 
26 July 20 5 grams Sydney,NSW Australia ....................................................... 45,400,000 adópengö 

27 July 24 5 grams New York USA ............................................................ 151,600,000 adópengö 

27 July 24 4 grams Chislehurst England ........................................................ 16,600,000 adópengö 
27 July 25 5 grams Sydney,NSW Australia ..................................................... 226,600,000 adópengö 

27 July 26 3 grams Los Angeles USA ............................................................ 451,600,000 adópengö 

27 July 27 11 grams New Brunswick USA ......................................................... 4,501,600,000 adópengö 
27 July 31 14 grams Rahway, NJ USA ......................................................... 2,401,600,000 adópengö 

 

 
 *    A few (3) covers we did not see, but responsible reporting occurred and included here. 

**   Registered.   # Front only 

*** Registered, Returned to Sender.  ## Rate paid with stamps 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 
 

Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Jim Gaul: 1920 Fawn Lane, Hellertown, PA 18055-2117 USA, email: 
terrynjim@ptd.net. You can set your starting price or consult with Jim to establish the same.  You 
can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of new acquisitions 
for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 11 
books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Orders and 
inquiries should be sent to:  

 
Alan Bauer, P.O. Box 3024, Andover, MA 01810; tel: (617) 645-4045,  

e-mail: alan.bauer@hungarianphilately.org 

 

 



 

 
 

THE 1867 ISSUE 

 

 

Letter from Pozsony to Paris, France franked with two 25 krajczár stamps from the 1867 series 

cancelled December 13, 1867 (from the collection of Bill Hedley). 

 

 
 

Registered letter from Pozsony to Paris, France franked with the 25 krajczár and the 50 krajczár 

stamps from the 1867 series cancelled April 2, 1868 (from the collection of Bill Hedley). 


