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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

by Alan Bauer 

 

Hello everyone, on behalf of our leadership at the SHP, I would like to wish all of our members a 

very happy holiday season.  As I write this we are preparing for our first Thanksgiving as an 

extended family.  On November 4th, my son, Andrew, married his college sweetheart, Stacie.  

Many of you met Stacie at the World Stamp Show in New York, where she spent the full week 

with us at our booth.  I am thrilled to welcome Stacie officially to our family and hope you will all 

welcome her to our SHP family, too. 

 

We are continuously striving to enhance our benefits to our members and to make improvements 

to our website as part of that process.  Wally will tell you more in his report, but a couple of 

highlights are the new PDF quarterly auction format and the free classified advertising section in 

our website.  The new PDF for the auction has individual color pictures and descriptions for every 

lot.  We’ll be making more improvements to the format in the next auction.  We have emailed the 

new “Auction catalog” to every member for whom we have email addresses. If you would like to 

get the next one and didn’t receive the first mailing, that means we don’t have a good email address 

for you.  Please email me at the address on the inside front cover and I’ll add your address to our 

directory.  That way you will receive the catalog as well as periodic updates through our 

MailChimp mailing software.  I’ll be sending regular communications to our members, so you 

don’t have to wait for the quarterly issue of The News to get your updates. 

 

The next big event that is coming up is our Annual General Meeting next May at the Cardinal 

Spellman Museum in Weston, Massachusetts.  I’ll be sending out updates to those on our email 

list and will provide more information in the next issue of The News, but let me give you a few 

highlights here.  The Spellman Museum will be putting on display its 17-frame award winning 

Hungarian exhibit for us and will also be opening its Hungarian Reference Library for our 

enjoyment.  We hope to see one of our Founding Fathers on Saturday, May 5. Vic Berecz has told 

me that he is planning to join us at the event.  In the evening, we have a Hungarian catered dinner, 

which will be provided by the Chef of the Café Polonia, who plied his trade for 3 years in Budapest.  

That should be a truly enjoyable dinner.  More information will be coming soon, but for now, 

please reserve the weekend of May 5-6, 2018 for our Annual General Meeting and society dinner. 

 

One more item that I need to update you on is dues.  In order to meet our increasing expenses, we 

will be implementing an increase in dues for 2018 to $25/year ($26 for PayPal) and $30/year ($31 

for PayPal) for our international members.  In 2019, we will also be providing an option for an on-

line only membership, which will tentatively be at $20/year.  This was a new benefit that was 

supported by many of our members in our recent membership survey.  We will work out the details 

of the online membership over the next year for implementation in 2019.  We thank all of our 

members for their continued commitment to our Society and wish you Happy Holidays. 

 

And as always …………………………………………… Happy stamping! 
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KUDOS 

  

Florent Tricot, one of our members in France, exhibited his collection entitled “Postal Use in 1946: 

From the Birth to the Death of the Adópengö” and won a Large Vermeil at a regional exhibition 

in Boulogne-sur-Mer in October.  For those who are interested and read French, Florent’s exhibit 

can be found on his website http://florent.tricot.free.fr under “My Exhibits (NEW)”.  Félicitations, 

Florent!    

 

Johan Sevenhuijsen and Robert Lauer have won this year’s Bill Dawson Literature Award from 

the Czechoslovak Philatelic Society of Great Britain for the best article in Czechout during 2016 

for their article on the use of Hungarian stamps and postal stationery in early Czechoslovakia.  This 

article originally appeared in the January-March 2016 issue of The News [Vol. 47, No. 1] as “The 

Usage of Hungarian Stamps and Postal Stationery in Post-Independence Czechoslovakia”.  

 

Robert Lauer has also been invited to join, and has joined, the Philatelic Specialists Society of 

Canada.  (Ed. – In Canada, the Philatelic Specialists Society is the inner-sanctum of philatelic 

nerd-dom.  Your illustrious Editor is tickled pink.) 

 
 

 

THE WEBMASTER’S REPORT 

 

by Wally Green  

 

Introduction 

 

Hello again.  Our SEAPEX meeting has come and gone since my last report.  Our meeting at 

SEAPEX gave me the opportunity to introduce myself to several of our members that I had not 

previously had the pleasure of meeting.  In addition to meeting several of you, I had the chance to 

browse the exhibits at SEAPEX.  

  

There were many good exhibits with Lyman Caswell presenting an absolutely fascinating exhibit 

of Hungarian Postage Dues.  We also had a very good Hungarian style dinner at one of our local 

restaurants and those that attended had a wonderful time. 

 

At the meeting, several ideas for improving our website were discussed.  I received a lot of good 

suggestions and I will be trying to implement some of them over the next few months.  Please bear 

with me for momentary “Under Construction” detours.  If you have any ideas for improvements, 

please send them to me. 

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to advertise our Website.  I don’t know for sure, but I 

suspect that a number of our members are not taking advantage of this resource.  There is a lot of 

very useful information about Hungarian philately available and all it takes is an e-mail address.  

So, if you haven’t done so already, send me your e-mail address and I’ll set you up an on-line 

account. 

http://florent.tricot.free.fr/
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Did you know that members may advertise stamps of their own for sale on the website? All you 

need to do is send me a description and a scan (if possible).  Also, if you have a website of your 

own that you would like to have advertised on our website, just send me the URL and a brief 

description and I’ll place a link to it on the site. 

 

What’s New on the Website 

 

I have been able to add scans of about 50 old newsletters from the 70’s to the website.  Our goal 

is to eventually have all of our old newsletters available on-line.  Many thanks to Endre Krajcsovics 

for the loan of his old journal copies for this project. 

 

Website Usage 

 

Out statistics show we had 1184 website sessions in the last 90 days.  This is about 20% up from 

the previous 90 days.  Also, our average session duration was up to 3.6 minutes.  This is also up 

by about 20%.  It looks like summer is over and people are beginning to spend more time indoors 

on their computers.  Some 68% of our users are from the United States, with the remainder 

scattered all over the world. 
 

 

THE RUMINATIONS OF YOUR EDITOR 

 

by Robert Lauer  

 

The day after I sent the last issue of The News to the printers, I received an e-mail from my 

illustrious predecessor, the Sage of Indianapolis (a.k.a. Csaba Kohalmi) that was burbling with 

excitement – he’d got his mitts another hyperinflation airmail cover, this time at INDYPEX for 

$20!  (I always love buying stuff from dealers who have no idea what they are selling.)  

Immediately following the hopefully semi-coherent ruminations of your Editor is a short blurb on 

this new find, as well as another hyperinflation airmail cover that eluded Csaba’s grasp and an 

updated listing of the hyperinflation airmail covers discovered to date.  This makes a delightful 

sequel to Csaba’s article on this subject in the last issue of The News. 

 

While I am on this bent, I would also like to thank the other contributors to this edition of The 

News: Derick Pasternak, Endre Krajcsovics and Alan Soble.  Derick has given us a third 

installment of his running series on Hungarica – the collecting of stamps from other countries with 

Hungarian themes.  Endre has provided us with a great article on the Tokay Roulettes and Alan 

Soble has put together a wonderful sequel to his earlier article on the use of Hungarian stamps and 

postal stationery in Romania and the S.H.S Kingdom. 

 

In a less obvious anniversary that the one commemorated by the stamp on the cover of this issue, 

75 years ago on August 20th, the Vice-Regent of Hungary, István Horthy died when the plane he 

was piloting crashed near Aleksejevo-Lozovskoje on the Russian Front.  István Horthy, the eldest 

son of the Regent, Admiral Miklós Horthy, was elected Vice-Regent by the Hungarian Parliament 

in February 1942.  Shortly afterwards, he voluteered to join the Hungarian airforce on the Russian 
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Front.  His less than favourable attitude towards Hungary’s German allies led to all kinds of 

rumours about German complicity in his death, but it seems as though the crash was a result of 

mechanical failure of the Italian built plane he was flying.  On October 15, 1942, the Hungarian 

Post Office released this 20f Mourning Stamp for the Vice-Regent.  The stamp has 2 interesting 

plate flaws: in position 1, there are 7 stars instead of 8 above the horsemen; and in position 10 

there are 9 stars instead of 8, which are also illustrated below at right. 

 

         
   

 

 

THE 72ND HYPERINFLATION AIRMAIL COVER 

 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

Back in 2003, when Bob Morgan’s book The Hungarian Hyperinflation of 1945-1946 was 

published, Bob recorded 46 known airmail letters from the brief three months (May through July 

1946) that such a postal service was available (see page 101).  Since then, the list has grown to 72 

covers.  Cover #72 was discovered on October 7th during the INDYPEX stamp show in 

Indianapolis.  I paid a bargain basement price of only $20 for this find. 

 

 



The News of Hungarian Philately 
 

5 
January – March 2017 
 

The postmark on the envelope (Légi Posta Budapest 72) indicates that it was posted on 18 July 

1946 on the first day of the 26th rate period.  It was endorsed with the red Taxe Perçue / 

Készpénzzel Bérmentesítve Budapest 72 946 JUL 18 markings to indicate that the postage was 

paid in cash.  The manuscript markings along the top of the envelope indicate that the letter 

weighed 5 grams (5gr.); that the airmail surcharge of 1 gold franc was applied (1.-); and that the 

total postage was 17,100,000 tax pengő (17.100.000).  The calculation was endorsed by the initials 

of the postal clerk. 

 

The basic foreign letter rate for this period was 400,000 tax pengő.  The conversion of the gold 

franc into tax pengős was a bit more complicated.  The daily value of the gold franc on July 18th 

was established at 6 quadrillion pengős.  The rate for converting pengős to tax pengős was done 

using the formula for the day of 3.6 x 1017 pengős equaling 1 tax pengő.  So, dividing 6 quadrillion 

(6 x 1024) by 3.6 x 1017 yielded the number 1.67 x 107 or 16,700,000.  Therefore, the airmail 

surcharge for that day was 16,700,000 tax pengő.  Add to that number the foreign letter cost of 

400,000 tax pengő established the 17,100,000 tax pengő postage fee that was to be paid in cash. 

 

Unfortunately, there are no arrival markings on the reverse side of the envelope to indicate how 

long it took to arrive in Miami, Florida. 

 

Postscript 

 

Below is a scan of cover # 73 which was auctioned on eBay in November.  This one sold for $360;  

$350 was my limit as to how much I wanted to pay.  It is a 5gm airmail letter to Canada mailed on 

15 June 1946 with postage paid in cash of 516 million pengő.  The foreign letter rate was 16 million 

pengő; the airmail surcharge of one gold franc was equivalent to 500 million pengő. 
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HUNGARICA – PEOPLE, PART II 

By Derick Pasternak 

This is the second article dealing with stamps that depict Hungarians who materially influenced 

history and culture.  The author again acknowledges the resources of Wikipedia (in English and 

Hungarian) as having been immensely useful in unearthing facts about the individuals mentioned. 

Hungarians in Science 

It is well known among Hungarians that the development of nuclear energy, for good or ill, had a 

significant number Hungarians involved.  Much less well known are the many Hungarians whose 

scientific work was done mostly out of the coutnry, several of them Nobel Prize winners. 

But first, there were no such prizes in the 18th century, when Johann (János András) Segner was 

born, and received his medical and mathematics degrees.  He taught and did his research in 

Germany, but was internationally known.  Born in Pozsony (Bratislava), Slovakia issued a stamp 

in his memory (#178).  

Pál Kitaibel, born in Nagymarton (today Mattersburg, Austria), was a botanist, but also a general 

natural scientist who discovered the element tellurium independently of the earlier discoverer;  

though most of his work related to the flora of Hungary.  He is depicted on Austria #1562.  

Practically next door, Petőfalva (Pöttelsdorf) was the birthplace of Károly Kalchbrenner, a 

Lutheran minister, but also the premier expert on mushrooms and fungi of Europe in the early 19th 

century.  A minisheet (MS) on fungi from Mozambique includes his picture (#2468f). 

János Bólyai, born in Kolozsvár (now Cluj-Napoca, Romania) published only one mathematical 

paper in his lifetime, and that was an appendix to his father’s (Farkas Bólyai) textbook on 

mathematics.  However, it became the basis of a completely separate branch of geometry useful in 

describing the Universe.  Romania #1345 was issued on the centenary of his death (as was Hungary 

#1321, MBK #1775, but not as a joint issue). 

Dr. Ignaz (Ignác) Semmelweiss worked in the maternity wards 

in Vienna in the mid 19th century.  While there, he 

conclusively showed the value of antisepsis in the prevention 

of puerperal fever and maternal death.  He is commemorated 

not only by his name adorning the University of Medical 

Sciences of Budapest, but by stamps world wide, including 

Austria #746, (West) Germany #B350-53, East Germany 

#1028, Grenada #507, and Transkei (a short lived “Bantustan” 

within South Africa) #268. 

 

 

 
Figure 1: Austria #746 
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Stephanus Anianus (Ányos István) Jedlik grew up as 

Hungarian, though of Slovak origin.  He became a Roman 

Catholic priest, but a physicist as well, eventually becoming 

the rector of the University of Budapest.  He worked with 

electric power and is considered by some to have invented 

the electric motor and the dynamo.  Slovakia #349 carries 

his visage.  

Among the Nobel Prize winners is Robert Bárány, winner 

for Physiology or Medicine in 1914, who was born in Vienna 

to Hungarian parents.  He received the Nobel Prize for his 

work on the function of the inner ear.  Austria (#1031) and 

Sweden (#1105) issued stamps in his honor in 1979.  In the profusion of Nobel Prize related 

stamps, MSs, and souvenir sheets (SSs) of the late 1990s, he may be seen on Chad #719 (an 

unlisted SS) and on St. Vincent and the Grenadines #2220a.  Another scientist born of Hungarian 

parents in Vienna, Richard Zsigmondy also worked in Germany and received the Nobel prize for 

Chemistry in 1925.  He is shown on Austria #1133 and Sierra Leone #1846a.      

Albert Szent-Györgyi has so far been the only Hungarian scientist awarded the Nobel Prize 

(Physiology or Medicine in 1937) for work he did in Hungary, isolating and describing Vitamin C 

at the University of Szeged.  After 1947, he lived in the United States and published numerous 

articles and books on scientific and philosophical topics.  Micronesia #470f honors him.  

George de Hevesy (Hevesy György) was 

born in Budapest, but worked in Germany, 

Denmark, Sweden and the United States.  

A chemist, he discovered a new element 

(hafnium) and established the practice of 

using radioisotopes to study the function of 

plants and animals.  He received the Nobel 

Prize in Chemistry in 1943 (while a POW 

in the Soviet Union) and can be found on 

Gabon #803f and Sweden #1479. Georg 

von Békésy (Békésy György) was also 

born and studied in Budapest, but did most 

of his Nobel Prize-winning research 

(Physiology or Medicine in 1961) on the 

function of the inner ear in Sweden and the 

United States.  Sweden honored him on 

Scott #1521. 

John Polanyi considers himself a Hungarian-Canadian, though born in Berlin; he is alive today, at 

the age of 87.  His work on chemical kinetics won him a portion of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry 

in 1986.  Canada issued #2489 in his honor.  George (György) Oláh was born in Budapest in 1927 

and emigrated with the large exodus of Hungarians in late 1956.  He came to the United States and 

Figure 2: Slovakia #349 

Figure 3: Sweden #1479 
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is also alive today.  His Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1994 was awarded for work on so-called 

carbocations, forms of the element carbon.  Ghana #2281a pictures him. 

Hungarian scientists with Nobel Prizes, but without any international stamps recognizing them, 

are Philip Lenard (ethnic German, but claimed on the already mentioned label of Hungary #3514; 

Physics 1905), Eugene (Jenő) Wigner (Physics 1953), and Dennis (Dénes) Gabor (Physics 1971).  

Hans (János) Selye was born in Vienna, but grew up in Komárom, which became Komárno, 

Czechoslovakia, while he was in school.  After receiving his doctorate in medicine in Prague, he 

emigrated, settling in Canada in the 1930s.  He did not receive the Nobel Prize, but became an 

international authority on stress.  Canada issued a stamp in his memory (#1822c) as part of a MS 

of medical researchers. 

A special category of Hungarian scientists are those who studied 

nuclear physics and rocket science.  Though primarily a 

mathematician, John (János) von Neumann, born in Budapest, 

became a member of the Manhattan Project and materially 

participated in the design of the atomic bomb.  His contributions 

to mathematics and physics during his relatively short life (he died 

at age 53) are too numerous to detail.   His image appears on 

Guyana #2681i, Portugal #2345j, and United States #3908.   

An interesting, non-philatelic bit of trivia is that three of the 

above-mentioned scientists, Wigner, Hevesy and Neumann 

attended the same Lutheran School in Budapest, along with 

Leo Szilárd, Edward (Ede) Teller, Paul (Pál) Erdős, and 

Theodore (Tódor) von Kármán.  (So did the author of this 

paper for one year, before the Communists shut it down.)  

Not all of them have appeared on international stamps, but 

von Kármán did, including Central African Republic #761 

and #1060, Mali #1037d, Micronesia #178b, and United 

States #2699.  His scientific legacy includes the Jet 

Propulsion Laboratory in California.    

There was a Hungary-born rocket scientist who probably spoke no Hungarian, attended schools 

and worked in Germany, including on rocket development during World War II.  Hermann Oberth 

was born in 1899 in Nagyszeben (today Sibiu), in the Saxon part of Transylvania.  He eventually 

helped develop the US space program under Wernher von Braun, before retiring in West Germany.  

The following stamps picture Oberth: Bolivia (Note re: #818), Central African Republic #659, 

#1060 (along with Kármán), Chad #439, Guinea #925, Guyana #2809f, Madagascar #1100n, Mali 

#1037c, Paraguay #945, #948, #1152, #C363, #C445, #C469, #C524, #C575, #2294, Portugal 

#1265 (with others), Romania #C256, #C287, #4991, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines #2082d.  

It is a mystery why Paraguay was so partial to Oberth.   

In 1980, Bertalan Farkas became the first Hungarian in space, as part of the Intercosmos program.  

Along with a Soviet colleague he conducted numerous experiments.  His picture is seen on 

Vietnam #1276. 

Figure 4: USA #3908 

Figure 5: Micronesia #178b 
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Finally, we come to an industrialist who started as a scientist, the recently deceased Andrew Grove 

(Gróf András), another 1956 refugee in the US.  He was a researcher before he joined Intel, 

eventally  becoming its CEO.  He died in March 2016, but not before Palau put him on #512w (in 

a MS of 25). 

Hungarian Religious Figures 

In addition to the already mentioned two Kings of the House of Árpád who achieved sainthood, 

several men and women of the same dynasty were canonized.  One of these was the daughter of 

St. László, Piroska, born in Esztergom.  She was married to the Byzantine Emperor John II 

Komnenos, converted to Eastern Christianity and took the name Irene, by which she was canonized 

by the Orthodox Church.  Greece #1763 shows her image in a church in Rhodes. 

The next religious personage on non-Hungarian stamps is the 

daughter of King Andrew II (II. András or Endre), St. 

Elizabeth of Hungary (Árpádházi Szent Erzsébet in Hungary, 

Heilige Elisabeth von Thüringen in Germany).  Austria 

#B144, Germany #825, #B310, #2461, Germany (Berlin) 

#9N177, Monaco #721, Vatican #1365, and the former 

Portuguese colony of Fernando Po #239 were stamps issued 

in her honor.  Slovakia #530 is part of a short set about artists, 

but shows a painting of this saint.  The St. Elizabeth Cathedral 

in Košice in Slovakia (old name: Kassa) is dedicated to her; 

the Cathedral may be seen on Panama #C307. 

The Archbishop of Esztergom in the early 19th centruy, 

Cardinal Sándor Rudnay was born in Upper Hungary 

(Felvidék) and espoused the cause of the Slovak population 

during his tenure.  Slovakia commemorated him on #407.  Rudnay’s secretary in the 1820’s, Juraj 

Haulik (váralyai Haulik György), became the Ban (Governor) of Croatia and eventually Cardinal 

Archbishop of Zagreb.  Croatia #388, as well as Slovakia #321 depict him (he was born in 

Nagyszombat, today Trnava, Slovakia).  

Hungarians in Sports 

The Golden Age of Hungarian soccer is reflected in philately 

as well.  Ferenc Puskás (Öcsi, later Pancho) represents this era 

most readily.  Quite a few stamps carry his image, including 

Antigua #2532b, Central African Empire #308, Congo 

Republic #441, Gambia #1578, Nevis #1283b, Nicaragua 

#870, and Zambia #973a.  Two of his teammates on the 

“aranycsapat” of the early 1950s were also honored:  Sándor 

Kocsis on Grenada #3193 (on the margin of the SS), Grenada 

Grenadines #1952b, and Sierra Leone #2027; as well as József 

Bozsik on Nicaragua #C715.  Another Hungarian, Florián 

Albert, who was at one point the best footballer in all of 

Europe, is on Grenada Grenadines #1582; less obvious are the 

Figure 6: Germany #2461 

Figure 7: Central African Empire 

#308 
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reasons for Garaba (Nevis #809, Turks & Caicos #1072) and Hannich (Gambia #1455) to be in 

this company.    

The Hungarian soccer team reached the final game of the World Cup twice, in 1938 and 1954, 

losing both.  The games were commmemorated on several stamps issued on the occasion of various 

later World Cup competitions.  The 1938 final (Italy won 4-2) has been commemorated on Upper 

Volta (later Burkina Faso) #335, Haiti #733, Nicaragua #925, San Marino #1536 (showing the 

wrong final score), and Zaire (now Democratic Republic of Congo) #876, #1060; the 1954 final 

(West Germany won 3-2) has been commemorated on Upper Volta #337, Guyana #3923, #3924, 

Haiti #C500, North Korea #2472, Mongolia #2150, #2157a, Nicaragua #927, Palau #839, Sierra 

Leone #1036, #2503b, Tuvalu (Nanumea) #60, and Zaire #1062. The Hungarian soccer team also 

won 3 Olympic Gold medals, in 1952, 1964, and 1968 (Paraguay #1186). 

Surprisingly, many other Hungarian Olympic champions are also found on foreign stamps, starting 

from as far back as 1896 (Alfréd Hajós with 2 golds, on Dominica #2495).  Fencer A. Gerevich 

(on Guyana #2391e) was a member of six consecutive (!) gold medalist sabre teams from 1932 to 

1960 and won an individual gold in 1948.  Other Hungarian gold medalists from the Olympics on 

foreign stamps include fencers P. Kovács (Guyana #2393f) and R. Kárpáti (Guyana #2394b); pistol 

shooter K. Takács* (Dominica #2491); 

gymnast Á. Keleti (Dominica #1897f and 

Guyana #2391b); boxer L. Papp (Mogolia #518 

and North Korea #1736); wrestlers P. Farkas 

(Dominica #1897d) and A. Sike (Sierra Leone 

#1032); athletes M. Németh (Gambia #1199) 

and Gy. Kulcsár (Guyana #2396h); weightlifter 

P. Baczakó (Maldives #2153b); pentathletes J. 

Martinek (Comoros #697, Guyana #2084d and 

#2085d) and A. Balczó (Mongolia #702); and 

swimmers J. Szabó (Guyana #2082j and 

#2083j), K. Egerszegi (Palau #401r), and Á. 

Kovács (Mozambique #1424a).  A Hungarian 

won Olympic gold in US colors: beach 

volleyball player Karch (Karcsi) Kiraly is on 

Guyana #3085k. 

Chess is not a sport, but very competitive and with its own “Olympiads.”  Once again, African and 

island nations have liberally issued MSs and SSs in honor of chess masters (in chess, women are 

masters, too).  Richard Réti was born in Bazin, now Pezinok in Slovakia, and became world famous 

during his short career in Austria and Czechoslovakia.  Like Oberth, he did not claim the 

nationality; he died in his early thirties.  Central African Republic #528B and Niger #1024a show 

Réti, as part of MSs on chess.  Peter Lékó (already mentioned in the aricle on flags and São Tomé 

& Principe MS #2142) on the other hand, was born in Subotica, Yugoslavia (Szabadka), but is a 

citizen of Hungary, living in Budapest.  He won gold at the Chess Olympiad of 2008.   

Figure 8: Mongolia #518 
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The most successful Hungarian chess players have been the 

three Polgár sisters.  One of them, Judit Polgár, is 

considered to be the best woman chess player of all time; 

she is featured in one of four vignettes on a SS from Sierra 

Leone (3554b).  She can also be seen on three stamps within 

a Mozambique MS of 9 (#1435) and on a SS (#1437) by 

herself.    Another stamp in the same MS features her older 

sister, Zsuzsa, also an International Grandmaster, and 

Women’s World Champion (Judit refused to play in 

tournaments for women only).  Zsuzsa is also on 

Yugoslavia #2518g.  

 

 

Other Hungarians on Foreign Stamps (the following individuals are difficult to classify) 

A very different type of Hungarian was honored on two sets and two 

SSs issued by Albania (#281-88, #289, #290, #292, #294, #298), 

Queen Geraldine (Apponyi) of Albania had a Hungarian aristocrat as 

father and an American heiress as mother.  She was queen for a very 

short time, however, as within a year of her marriage, the Italians 

invaded and chased her and her husband, King Zog, into exile.   

An aristocrat with a profound connection to Joseph Haydn (more about 

him in a later article) was Prince Nicholas (Miklós) Esterházy, who 

employed the composer for over 25 years.  He is featured on one of the 

stamps making up a souvenir sheet issued by Dominica (#2684) 

honoring the composer.  Another stamp on the same SS shows Castle 

Eszterháza, still standing in Fertőd, Hungary.  

Count Sámuel Teleki was a 19th century traveler and explorer, who 

was the first European to see what he named Lake Rudolph (today 

Lake Turkana in Kenya).  Austria #1641 shows the expedition at the 

lake, not the explorer, but his name is on the stamp.  

Ladislas de Bercheny (Berchényi László) was born in Eperjes (now 

Prešov, Slovakia) and was a bodyguard  of Ferenc II Rákóczi.  After 

the defeat of the rebellion against the Habsburgs led by Rákóczi in 

1711, he fled to Frrance and received an officer’s commission in the 

French Army, eventually becoming a Maréchal de France (highest 

military rank in that country).  France #B514 honors him.  

 

 

Figure 9: Mozambique #1437 

Figure 10: Albania #298 

Figure 11: France #B514 
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Lajos Strommer, born in Kassa (Košice), changed his name to Thallóczy and became advisor to 

Franz Joseph on the Balkans.  He is said to have designed the national flag of Albania, created 

after the first Balkan War in 1913.  No doubt that is why Albania placed him on a stamp as part of 

a strip of 3 (#2947).  

Emanuil Gojdu was not Hungarian.  Born in 1802 in Nagyvárad (now Oradea, Romania), the ethnic 

Romanian studied law in Hungary, presumably in Latin.  He became a benefactor of the Orthodox 

Church and the fate of his properties, most of them in Budapest and confiscated by the 

Communists, continue to trouble the relations between the two countries.  His prominence is 

attested by his portrait painted by the Hungarian painter Miklós Barabás, from which Romania 

#4501 is likely derived.  

Benjamin Ferencz, born in Transylvania in 1920, was brought to the US before his first birthday.  

He became a lawyer and was one of the US prosecutors at the trial of the Nazi war criminals.  He 

was also a motivator of the International Criminal Court and still supports it at the age of 96.  

Trinidad and Tobago published a set in honor of the court; one of the stamps (#673) includes him.  

The Hungarian-American financier, philanthropist, and political activist George (György) Soros 

established the Central European University in Budapest.  Micronesia #380n shows him on a MS 

of philanthropists. 

Hans von Dohnányi, son of the Hungarian composer Ernst von Dohnányi (Dohnányi Ernő), was 

born and raised in Germany, where he was an active anti-Nazi, rescuing Jews and actively involved 

in the plots against Hitler.  He was arrested and placed in a concentation camp, then executed 

during the last days of World War II.  He was honored by Germany #2145 and #2145A on the 

centenary of his birth. 

Nicolas Sarkozy the President of France between 2007 and 2012 is not Hungarian, but of very 

recent Hungarian descent. His father (nagybócsai Sárközi Pál) left Hungary following World War 

II.  Some of the “usual suspects” among SS and MS issuing nations show him: Grenada #3895 

(position “a” with Pope Benedict XVI at Lourdes) and Micronesia #918 (position “b” with 

President Obama at the Seoul G20 meeting.  On the other hand, Mozambique announced that the 

2006 SS of Mr. Sarkozy alone was an “illegal” issue. 

*An interesting stamp was issued by Benin in 2015 (there are no 

listings for Benin after 2013 in Scott).  The name on the stamp is 

Károly Takács, but the portrait is that of an older László Papp and 

the action picture is identical to that of the Mongolian Papp stamp 

illustrated. 

 

Post Script 

 

Looking for something else, I have discovered another "hard to categorize" Hungarica stamp.  It 

is Iceland Scott 1065, which was issued for the 50th anniversary of arrival of Hungarian refugees 

in 2006! 
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THE TOKAY ROULETTE IN HISTORY AND PHILATELY 

  

by Endre Krajcsovics 

  

Among the many fascinating collecting areas in Hungarian philately, the so-called “Tokay 

Roulette” has not been the subject of nearly enough research in our literature.  Whether we look 

through all of the issues of the well known magazine Philatelica from Hungary, the extensive 

Monografia, or even the issues of our Society's The News dating back to the early 1970s, there is 

a dearth of information on this subject.  The excellent "A Magyar belyegek kezikonyve" reveals 

that this type of "perforation" was used in three Hungarian towns from the spring of 1852 to the 

fall of 1854.  The first of these towns to use it was Homonna, now Humenne in Slovakia, though   

the largest number of these rouletted stamps originate from Tokay, with a few from Homonna and 

a single item from the town of Nagykallo.  All of these towns are located in the northeastern region 

of old Hungary within easy to reach carriage routes and a few kilometers from each other.  It is 

difficult ascertain the validity of these stamps without an expert and there are not many letters or 

experts to be found anywhere in the world.  These letters or cut-outs demand very high prices.  

However, it is a lot of fun to study their dates of cancellation and, if one is really lucky, even the 

content of a full cover. 

  

The first issue of Austrian stamps appeared on June 1, 1850 and this initial design was used until 

1858.  When a stamp was printed during this period can be determined by the design Type and 

paper.  All of these stamps were printed imperforate, which made their separation for use on an 

envelope quite a nuisance.  Hungarians are for the most part inventive people (I thought I’d just 

throw this in), so in the spring of 1852, a young clerk of the Homonna post office, Ferenc Bazony 

experimented with the idea of using a device to make an indentation, a roulette, on the imperforate 

sheets of stamps to make their separation easier.  The exact device he used is still not certain.  

However, according to Miklos Kamody's most informative book, the young Mr. Bazony used the 

sharpened needles of a sewing machine on a roller to cut rows of rouletted impressions.  This 

allowed the tearing of stamps with an approximate perforation gauge of 14.  The most frequently 

rouletted stamps used were the 3 kreuzer red and the 9 kreuzer blue; the rarest are the 1 kreuzer 

and the 2 kreuzer.  The 3 kreuzer and the 6 kreuzer were used together, both rouletted, and appeared 

in the sale of the famous Count Ferrary collection and more recently at a David Feldman auction. 

  

During the summer of 1852, the postmaster for Tokay requested the services of Mr. Bazony from 

Homonna to replace the chief clerk, Janos Zako.  This well known, and much respected, man was 

fired on March 6, 1852 by the Austrian authorities because he had had the audacity to present a 

bill of 3000 Gulden for the destruction of postal and personal property by Russian and Austrian 

troops during the campaign against the Hungarian Army in 1849.  Bazony moved to Tokay during 

the summer of 1852 and continued the rouletting of stamps there until 1854.  In the fall of that 

year, the new Tokay postmaster Gabor Spielenberg ordered him to stop rouletting stamps because 

it was an unofficial practice not authorized by the postal authorities.  It seems that this clever 

approach to the separation of stamps was also adopted by clerks in other nearby towns such as 

Nagykallo, where the 9 kreuzer stamp was rouletted. 
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Early this year, I acquired a letter addressed to Princess Mathilde de Windisch-Graetz, daughter of 

Alfred de Windisch-Graetz, the commander of the Austrian forces fighting the Hungarian Army 

in the 1848-49 War of Independence.  The young lady was born in 1835 and in 1852 she was 17 

years old and was vacationing in Liszka, Hungary.  The letter was posted at Miskolcz on July 18, 

1852 and was written by her brother, who was stationed in Pesth and was attempting to visit her 

at Liszka.  The letter followed her all the way to Tirnau with the all of the town cancellations along 

the way.  (I asked an German lady to translate the impossible to understand old German into 

modern German for me.)  You can imagine my mixed feelings reading this letter from the family 

that was instrumental in crushing Hungary’s dreams of independence.   

 

However, what really caught my attention was the light blue 9 kreuzer stamp on the letter that 

appeared to have been rouletted on the right side and the two notes in pencil in German inside the 

letter with the inscription "Tokayer durchstich" or Tokay Roulette, almost certainly written by a 

previous owner.  Did I get excited or what?  Encouraged by our own wonderful Bob Morgan, I got 

in touch with Alan Bauer, our great president, who was going to Hungary and asked him if he 

could take the cover to Dr. Istvan Glatz our well know expert.  Alas, Dr. Glatz informed me that 

the stamp does not have the Tokay Roulette.  So, I don't have an amazing new find.  Nevertheless, 

it is very comforting to know that we in our Hungarian society have a wonderful community of 

friends, who share our excitement for our hobby and each other.  Thank you very much for your 

friendship. 

Reference 

  

Kamody Miklos, Eszak Magyarorszag Hirkozlesenek Tortenete, Herman Otto Muzeum (Miskolc, 

1985). 
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MORE ON THE POST-WAR CONTINUED USE OF HUNGARIAN STAMPS 

  

by Alan Soble 

 

After I wrote my essay on the continued use, post-WW1, of Hungarian stamps in territory lost to 

Romania and the S.H.S.,18 I found a few lots on eBay which included a handful of continued-use 

stamps.  As I'll explain, these led me to a conclusion about the post-War longevity of Hungarian 

postage.  In this sequel I also reveal the identity of the hidden stamps displayed (or not displayed) 

in Figure 14 of the earlier article.  At the end of this installment, there's a well-deserved surprise 

for anyone who has made it through. 

 

ROMANIA 

 

To the post cards shown in Figures 1 & 3 of the first essay, I add one card with the continued use 

of Hungarian stamps in Romania (Figure 17).  This December 1919 post card was cancelled by a 

Hungarian survivor in Temesvár (in Temes Vármegye of the Romanian Bánát), censored in 

Timişoara (same town, in Romanian), and was franked with only Hungarian stamps.  In contrast 

to the two cards shown in the earlier article, this card was franked with two copies of the 1918 

Hungarian stamp, the 10 fillér red Károly, as if a higher 20-fillér rate was in effect.  Each of the 

cards in Figures 1 & 3 was frugally franked with 10 fillér supplied by a single red Károly. 

 

 
 
Figure 17. Post card franked with two 10f red Károly (MBK 242). The reverse side, a photo of a woman, 

a horse, and flowers, supplies no useful data, e.g., a handwritten date.  See Figure 18 for the date in the 

cancel. 
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Figure 18. The date of the cancel on the card in Figure 17: [1]919 Dec. 27. Various color operations 

produced this image, which to my eye best reveals the final (in black ink, not purple) "9" in "919." This 

canceller, the Temesvár K/2B, was put in service in September 1918 (Monograph VI, p. 359).  The late 

date implies that the life of the canceller was spent mostly as a survivor – depending on the speed of the 

deMagyarization of the Bánát and the expanding nationalization of the Romanian postal service. 

 

THE S. H. S. KINGDOM 

 

All five additional examples of the continued use of Hungarian postage in the Délvidék (1) were 

cancelled in the period December 1919 through March 1920, (2) occur on cuttings or fragments of 

parcel cards, or some other card, usually Hungarian, (3) consist only of mixed frankings of at least 

one Hungarian stamp and at least one Slovenian stamp, and (4) were cancelled only with 

Hungarian surviving cancellers, not Austrian survivors. 

 

Before discussing each cutting, I want to focus on features (3) and (4), in order to make a general 

point.  This combination – (i) a cancellation made by a Hungarian survivor on (ii) a Slovenian 

stamp – is a priori unexpected and incongruous, to the extent that Slovenian stamps were created 

to be used in Slovenia (in the Austrian part of the Empire) and not in Croatia or other parts of the 

collapsing Kingdom of Hungary.  Yet there are hoards of stamps, cuttings, and entires in which 

Slovenian stamps are postmarked by Hungarian cancellers.  Of course, postal items originating in 

Slovenia, Bosnia, and parts of Serbia, e.g., Vojvodina, and franked by Slovenian (or Bosnian) 

stamps, were cancelled by Austrian cancellers, many of which had been defaced to obliterate their 

political origin.19  The empirically rare combination, however, is not a Slovenian stamp used in 

Croatia and cancelled by a Hungarian survivor, but post-War Croatian stamps cancelled by 

Austrian cancellers, whether the Croatian stamps were overprints of in-stock Hungarian stamps, 

or newly designed stamps issued for use in Croatia qua citizen-nation of the S.H.S.20  I subjected 

my relevant material to a census, which produced frequency estimates.21 

 

Let's now examine each of the five pieces.  I discuss them chronologically, with an irrelevant 

deviation in the sequence of (I) and (II), so as to make a point about the longevity of the use of 

Hungarian postage in the lost southern territories. 
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(I) The first cutting is a mixed franking which contains one Hungarian stamp, the Károly (MBK 

242), plus a morsel of a green Hungarian indicium, and one Slovenian stamp.  It's cancelled 

"Orlód" (Serbian: Orlovat), 919 Dec 20 (Figure 19), a small town in the Serbian (Vojvodinian) 

Bánát.  The parcel card was sent to the county center Nagy-Becskerek (or Nagybecskerek [Figure 

20]; Serbian: Zrenjanin), in the same part of Torontál Vármegye in the Bánát.  One curiosity is that 

this Károly was used more than a year into the period of existence (starting 23 November 1918) 

of the analogous Köztársaság-overprinted Károly (MBK 264).  This fact raises, for me, the 

question: were the Köztársaság-overprinted Károly stamps ever sent to the outer territories? 

 

(II) The second cutting is also from December 1919, but earlier in the month: the 2nd (Figure 21); 

that's the chronological deviation.  The mixed franking is made up of a Slovenian stamp (a 1K red 

Scott 3L20), two joined copies of the 2 fillér yellow-brown Arató from 1916 (MBK 214), which 

was still valid, and a 2 fillér Hungarian indicium.  The card was sent from Titel, a town close to 

the confluence of the Danube and the Tisza river, in the southern section of the Serbian 

Figure 20. The reverse side of the cutting 

in Figure 19, from which a stamp has 

been ripped.  The ending of the name in 

the receiving cancel (type K) is "… 

CSKEREK."  So, both sides of the card 

were cancelled by Hungarian survivors. 

Figure 19. Mixed franking on a parcel 

card.  The Hungarian stamp is Károly, 

MBK 242; the Slovenian stamp is a 1K 

red Yugoslavia Scott 3L20.  The 

canceller is a type J, put in service in 

1911 (Monograph VI, p. 274); the date 

is [1]919 Dec 20. 
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(Vojvodinian) Bácska, east of Újvidék (Serbian: Novi Sad) and west of the Tisza (the Bácska 

border).  The reverse of the cutting (Figure 22) contains a strip of three 2 fillér Aratók (MBK 214) 

as well as a receiving cancel, which seems to be Ó-Becse, a larger town north of Titel along the 

Tisza; both were in Bács-Bodrog Vármegye.  The cutting exhibits the acceptance of Slovenian 

postage in a post-Magyar, non-post-Austrian, area. 

 

 
Figure 21. A cutting cancelled [1]919 Dec 2 by Titel's K/D canceller, put in service in 1911 and later 

promoted to a survivor used in Yugoslavia (Monograph VI, p. 334).  The "919" and "2" are easily 

visible; "DEC" is visible with a glass and bright light. 

 

 
 

Figure 22. The reverse of the cutting in Figure 21.  A strip of three 2 fillér yellow-brown Aratók (MBK 

214) seems to be cancelled with blue crayon, next to a partial K type cancel which seems to be "… 

BECSE." 
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(III) The third cutting (Figure 23), a small fragment of a postal money-order form (Figure 24; 

"Mandat de remboursement"), is a mixed franking which consists of a 5 fillér green Hungarian 

Arató (MBK 217) and a "small" (half-sized) 10 fillér red Slovenian Chainbreaker (Yugoslavia 

Scott 3L3).  The money order and stamps were cancelled in Temerin, north of Újvidék in the 

Vojvodina-Bácska region.  No destination is indicated on the fragment.  We have now entered the 

1920 period of the continued use of Hungarian stamps in the Délvidék.  The cancel's date line is 

920 Jan 14, which makes this continued use the second example in January 1920 we have seen. 

The first example is Figure 8, the Török Becse postal card cancelled [1]920 Jan 31. 

 

         
 

         
 

(IV) Figure 25 shows the fourth new example of the continued use of Hungarian postage in the 

Délvidék.  The mixed franking consists of the card's Hungarian indicium, a continued-use 5 fillér 

green Arató (MBK 217), and a Slovenian 20 fillér brown Chainbreaker (Yugoslavia Scott 3L5). 

The card was cancelled in Versecz (Serbian: Vršac), a large town in south Temes Vármegye, at 

the opposite end of the county from Temesvár.  It sits in the Serbian Bánát, east of Belgrade and 

Pancsova (q.v., the Torontál map, below).  We have now moved farther into the 1920 period of the 

continued use of Hungarian stamps in the Délvidék.  This cutting is dated [1]920 Feb 21, which 

makes it the second February 1920 postal item we have seen; the other is the parcel card from 

Újvidék to Sarajevo, cancelled [1]920 Feb 7 (Figures 11 & 12). 

 

 

 
Figure 25. A mixed franking fragment cancelled in Versecz 

on [1]920 Feb 21.  The Hungarian Versecz survivor was a 

type K; this particular canceller was the 1D, used from 1900 

and then passed on to the S.H.S. (Monograph VI, p. 360). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 23. Fragment of a mixed franking 

money order cancelled in Temerin [1]920 

Jan 14 by a J type canceller, which was 

used starting 1901 and then passed on to 

S.H.S. as a survivor (see canceller "A," 

Monograph VI, p. 288). 

Figure 24. Reverse of the fragment 

shown in Figure 23.  The French is 

helpful, as is the Magyar. 
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(V) Cutting #5 is interesting for a few reasons (Figure 26).  First, the card is likely of Slovenian 

origin: see "številko," "zaporedno," and "pečat" (Figure 27).  Second, as a result, the Magyar 

contribution to the mixed franking cannot be an indicium; it is made, instead, by an 80 fillér green 

Parliament (MBK 227), which is mixed with a joined pair of the 30 fillér red Chainbreaker 

(Yugoslavia Scott 3L7) and one 3 fillér bluish Chainbreaker (Scott 3L1).  Third, the card was 

cancelled in Pancsova (southern Torontál; Serbian: Pančevo), deep in Serbian Bánát near 

Belgrade.  It was sent to Maribor – i.e., way back to Slovenia, the post-Austrian area for which the 

Slovenian stamps had been issued.  Finally, the card was cancelled, by a Hungarian survivor, on 

920 Már. 22 and received at Maribor in three days, 25 March 1920.  This continued use of a 

Hungarian stamp is my only Délvidék continued use item dated March 1920, and I have found 

none dated April 1920 or later.22  Hence I propose that March 1920 was the last month in which 

Hungarian postage was accepted (de facto) in the Délvidék.  This hypothesis has the virtue of being 

falsifiable23 – any use of a Hungarian stamp, even if de jure invalid, in April 1920 or beyond proves 

the claim false.  Of course, even if the use of Hungarian stamps didn't go beyond March 1920, the 

use of Hungarian survivors did, going into 1921 (Figure 28), which occurred as well in Romania.24 

It's no enigma that Hungarian cancellers lasted longer than Hungarian stamps. 

 

 
 
Figure 26. Mixed franking Slovenian card cancelled in Pancsova [1]920 Már. 22, bearing one 

Hungarian 80f Parliament and three Slovenian Chainbreakers.  The canceller is the Pancsova K/P, put in 

service in 1913 and passed on to S.H.S. as a survivor (Monograph VI, p. 327). 

 

 
 
Figure 27. The reverse of the cutting in Figure 26.  The Austrian-Slovenian cancel is "Maribor / 

25.III.20XII  / 4b" (25 March 1920). 
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Figure 28. A different mixed franking on a Serbian parcel card (cancelled in Vukovár, a post-Hungarian 

Kingdom town on the eastern Slavonian-Croatian border with Vojvodina), composed of a Slovenian 10f 

red King Peter (Yugoslavia Scott 3L22b) and two connected general-use (issued for the whole Kingdom) 

S.H.S. stamps, the 10 paras red Prince Alexander, the King-to-be (Yugoslavia Scott 3).  The card was 

cancelled 21 Már. [1]921 by a Vukovár survivor.  It arrived in Travnik, at the center of Bosnia & 

Herzegovina, on the 23rd; the arrival cancel was made by an excised Austrian survivor.  (The Vukovár 

canceller seems to be an Hx (Monograph VI, pp. 207–209), but the entry for "Vukovár" on p. 211 does 

not list a "C" canceller, and those listed were decommissioned by 1914.  The entry for Vukovár on p. 222 

does list a "C" canceller, put in service in 1898 and used indefinitely.  The "Vukovár" C, however, is 

spelled on p. 222 with an accent on the "á" – yet neither cancel on this card has an accent. I think the 

actual cancels are right and the Monograph wrong.  Sometime ask me "why?"  The answer is Magyar 

largess.) 

 

A REVELATION and a SURPRISE 

 

I now return to the hidden stamps partially shown in the Daruvár cover displayed in Figures 14 & 

15 of the first article.  There, the identity of the stamps was not provided.  Here they can be seen 

in a photograph (Figure 29) taken while the attached blanket of three connected Slovenian stamps 

was pulled away from the cover.  The blanketing stamps had to be bent, but not so much as to pose 

a danger to their health.  The cover is a mixed franking that includes 6 Croatian stamps (3 on the 

front, behind the blanket; 3 on the back) and 3 Slovenian stamps making up the blanket.  There is 

no genuinely Hungarian stamp; the overprinted Arató is Croatian. 
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Figure 29. The stamps on the front of the cover shown in Figure 14: the 3 Slovenian stamps are joined 

copies the 30f red Chainbreaker (Yugoslavia Scott 3L7); one Croatian is an overprinted 5f green Arató 

(Scott 2L8); the other two Croatians are the 20f brown-black Sailor (Scott 2L36).  Hence, there is no 

continued use of a Hungarian stamp on this cover. 

 

So far, we have seen four types of mixed franking: Hungarian-Croatian (Figure 7), Hungarian-

Slovenian, Slovenian-Croatian (Figure 14), and Slovenian-S.H.S. (Figure 28).25  The final figure 

of this essay is surprising: a "trilateral" mixed franking that combines a 2 fillér Hungarian indicium, 

a newly designed 20f Croatian stamp, and a 50f Slovenian stamp (Figure 30).  It was cancelled on 

[1]919 Jun. 30 in Perlak (Croatian: Prelog), a town near Zala VM's southern border. 

 

 
 

Figure 30. A "trilateral" mixed-franking, cancelled 

on [1]919 Jun. 30, which includes an intact 2 fillér 

Hungarian indicium, a 20f brown-black Croatian 

Sailor (Yugoslavia Scott 2L36), and a 50 blue-green 

Slovenian Woman (Yugoslavia Scott 3L19).  The 

canceller is the Perlak K/B with "Zala VM" across 

the bottom (Monograph VI, p. 327).  The "B" is 

visible under the "N" in the month abbreviation. 
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Perlak had been a town in the Kingdom of Hungary, in Zala Vármegye.  But, just as one chunk of 

Zala VM was passed to Slovenia (leaving a "rump" Zala), another chunk was passed to Croatia 

(leaving an even smaller rump). In this post-War salad-tossing (anticipating Trianon), Perlak 

received a make-over, finding itself in the Međimurje (Magyar: Muraköz) ex-Zala region of 

Croatia.  Perhaps the geographical proximity of Zala, Prekmurje, and Međimurje partially explains 

the existence of this "trilateral" mixed franking.26 

 

Partial maps of Bács-Bodrog and Torontál Vármegyek 

 

   
 

NOTES 
 

18. "The Continued Use of Hungarian Stamps and Postal Stationery in Post-WW1 Romania and the S.H.S. Kingdom," 

The News of Hungarian Philately 48:2 (April–June 2017), pp. 11–26.  The Note numbers and Figure numbers in 

this article extend the numbers of that earlier article.  The location of many towns mentioned herein can be found in 

the partial maps of Bács-Bodrog and Torontál VMs inserted before the Notes. 

 
19. For Austrian cancellers, their obliterations (excisions, defacement), and their survivors, as used in Austrian parts 

of the Empire, see my “Obliterations and Their Absence [Part IV]: Elaborations, Emendations, Extensions,” The News 

of Hungarian Philately 41:4 (October–December), pp. 3-24. 

 

20. Both types are illustrated in Note 21; see the stamps labeled (W) and ("Possibly … Z"). 
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21. (W) Hungarian cancels on Croatian stamps = ca. 100; (X) Hungarian cancels on Slovenian stamps = ca. 250; (Y) 

Austrian cancels on Slovenian stamps = ca. 100; and (Z) Austrian cancels on Croatian stamps = 2 or 3. Examples: 

 

                          
  

• (W) Sušak: 919 Már xx, 5K brown Croatian Falcon, Yugoslavia Scott 2L41. 

• (X) Vocin (type F, 1890-1907, MVI, p. 171): 1 Jul 920, 40f yellowish Slovenia Chainbreaker, Scott 3L8. 

• (X) Ruma [19]20 Aug. 13, 40f yellowish Slovenia Chainbreaker, Scott 3L8. 

• (Z, possibly): 6f overprinted blue-green Croatian Arató (Yugoslavia Scott 2L9). 

• (Y) Dubrovnik/Ragusa: 18/5/20 = May 18, 1920; 1K Slovenian Child Walking on Skulls, Scott 3L20. 

• (Z) Town name unreadable: 20f brown Croatia OP Károly, Scott 2L25; 10h red Crown, Austria Scott 148. 

 

22. The month of the 1920 Delnice (Croatia) cover in the first article (Figures 9 & 10) is not decipherable. 

 

23. Consult the writings of the philosopher-logician Karl Popper, who famously proposed that falsifiability is the 

demarcation criterion between science and other fields, e.g., theology.  Try to imagine an empirical observation that 

would refute "God is good" the way that an April 1920 continued-use would falsify my date-limit proposal.  The 

Hungarian historian of science and mathematics Imre Lakatos elaborated Popper's fundamental idea with his more 

sophisticated notion of a "progressive research programme." 

 

24. Also Romania, into the 1950s; see my "Persistent Survivors in Lugos/Lugoj," The News of Hungarian Philately 

45:4 (October–December, 2014), pp. 10–19.  Here is a late Romanian survivor cancel, Már [1]922, in Bályok (lost by 

Trianon from Bihar Vármegye into the Partium; Romanian: Crisana).  The canceller was the K/B, put in use in 1906 

until passed on as a survivor (Monograph VI, p. 311).  The Romanian stamps are a joined pair of the 1 leu rose King 

Ferdinand (Romania Scott 257).  A single S.H.S. stamp (2 dinar olive-green King Peter, Yugoslavia Scott 11) was 

also cancelled late, in Zagreb, Már [1]922.  More on the longevity of Hungarian survivors can be found in my "Post-

Trianon Hungarian Survivors in the Successor States," The News of Hungarian Philately 43:1 (January-March, 

2012), pp. 14–29. 
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25. I have never seen a post-War Fiume stamp in a mixed franking with a Croatian or Slovenian stamp.  Philatelically 

contrived single loose stamps or stamps stuck on paper that are composed of Fiume survivors cancelling Croatian 

provisionals (the overprints) are ubiquitous zonbi.  Fiume survivors, however, may well be authentic; I have seen a 

Fiume entire cancelled by a survivor in 1924. 

 

26. Many thanks to Csaba Kohalmi, Robert Lauer, Johan Sevenhuijsen, and Paul de Leeuw van Weenen.  All the 

philatelic materials exhibited in this essay are in my collection. 

 

 

 

THE OVERPRINTING OF HUNGARIAN POSTAL STATIONERY IN THE S.H.S 

KINGDOM 

 

by Robert Lauer 

 

While Czechoslovakia, Romania and the S.H.S Kingdom all allowed the continued used of 

Hungarian stamps and postal stationery for various periods after absorbing pieces of the Kingdom 

of Hungary, these countries also overprinted various Hungarian stamps for postal use throughout 

the countries, even if, as in the cases of Romania and new S.H.S. Kingdom, they were issued in 

those areas recently acquired from Hungary.  In the Scott catalogues, these stamps are listed under 

the first semi-postal issue for Czechoslovakia and under “Croatia and Slavonia” at the beginning 

of the Yugoslavia section for the S.H.S Kingdom.  For Romania, these stamps are listed under 

“Occupation Stamps” in the Hungary section under the headings “First Transylvania Issue” and 

“Second Transylvania Issue” 

even though they were valid for 

postage throughout Romania.   

 

The S.H.S. Kingdom also 

extensively overprinted 

Hungarian postal stationery 

envelopes, letter-cards, postal 

stationery cards, postal money 

order cards for postal use in the 

new kingdom.  At left is an 

example of a 10 fillér postal 

stationery card overprinted for 

issue in Croatia.   
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The S.H.S. postal authorities also overprinted and surcharged Hungarian fieldpost cards (Tábori 

Postai Levelezőlap) for regular postal use.  Solid bars or fields of small circles, squares or 

decorations were used to obliterate the original Hungarian text on the cards and a new value 

corresponding to the current post card rate was applied over the existing “Ára 1 fillér” and Crown 

of St. Stephen and post-horn emblems on these cards.  Below is an example of a bilingual 

Hungarian/Croatian fieldpost card surcharged for use at 10 filira (fillér) post card rate that was in 

effect until June 30, 1919. 

 

 
 

On July 1, 1919, the post card rate in the S.H.S. Kingdom was increased to 15 filira.  Below is an 

example of a Hungarian language fieldpost card surcharged for the 15 filira rate that was in effect 

until May 15, 1920 and uprated with 45f in ‘chain-breakers’ to the meet the subsequent 60 filira 

rate that came into effect on May 16, 1920. 
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Below is an example of a bilingual Hungarian/Croatian card surcharged for the new 60 filira rate. 

 

 
 

The old Austrian and Hungarian currencies were valid in Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia and 

Slovenia until March 31, 1921, after which only the new unified currency for the whole kingdom 

of 100 paras = 1 dinar was valid.  The conversion ratio was 4 to 1.  An example of a Hungarian 

language fieldpost card surcharged for the 15 para new currency post card rate is illustrated below.  

Surcharged Hungarian postal stationery was only valid until April 15, 1921.   

 

 
 

There are two excellent articles by Roger Morrell in the July and September 2017 issues of the 

Stamps of Hungary: “On the Trail of the 1919 Overprints, Part 15: Overprinted Hungarian 

Stamped Postal Stationery” and “On the Trail of the 1919 Overprints: Part 16 - Overprinted 

Hungarian Fieldpost Cards for the SHS” which sort out the different types of overprints and how 

they are catalogued in Michel, Higgins & Gage and Simády, and which have served as the main 

reference material for this article.     
  



 

 

 
 
 

WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 
 

Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Jim Gaul: 1920 Fawn Lane, Hellertown, PA 18055-2117 USA, email: 
terrynjim@ptd.net. You can set your starting price or consult with Jim to establish the same.  You 
can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of new acquisitions 
for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 11 
books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Orders and 
inquiries should be sent to:  

 
Alan Bauer, P.O. Box 3024, Andover, MA 01810; tel: (617) 645-4045,  

e-mail: alan.bauer@hungarianphilately.org 

 

 



 

 
 

THE 1867 ISSUE 

 

 

Printed matter franked with the 2 krajczár stamp from the 1867 series cancelled April 5, 1871 at 

Pest (from the collection of Paul de Leeuw van Weenen).  

 

 

Letter from Czegled to Pest franked with the 5 krajczár stamp from the 1867 series cancelled 

November 24, 1868 (from the collection of Paul de Leeuw van Weenen). 


