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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

by Alan Bauer 

 

Hello everyone.  First, let me start off by inviting everyone to our Annual Meeting on Saturday, 

May 5th, 2018 at 3pm.  The site will be the Cardinal Spellman Postal Museum in Weston, 

Massachusetts. The Spellman Museum has an award winning 17-frame exhibit of the stamps of 

Hungary.  It is made up of a unique Hungarian collection which was donated to them.  They will 

set it up on display for us for the weekend.  They will also bring out their archives of Hungarian 

literature for us to review.  So, it should be a unique experience for the members of the SHP.  We 

will have a catered Hungarian dinner on Saturday night at the Dining Room of the Museum.  It 

will be presented by the European trained chef of the Cafe Polonia, a very special Eastern European 

restaurant in Boston. 

 

We will have our Annual meeting in conjunction with the Philatelic Show in Boxborough, MA 

which runs from May 4 to May 6, where we will have a booth at the show during the weekend. 

We will man the booth on Friday, Saturday morning and Sunday. The show hotel is the 

Boxborough Regency and it has special show rates ($124/night) for our members.  The Spellman 

Museum is about 15 minutes from the show and we will arrange for transportation to get to our 

meeting and dinner. 

 

We hope to see many of you here this spring in beautiful New England.  Please join us at this 

unique annual meeting and let me know if you think you will be there.  I'll be happy to help you 

with your arrangements.  

 

Next, I would like to welcome our new members who have joined our Society since the beginning 

of this year.  We are in the middle of a membership drive and are thrilled to have 8 new members 

join our Society in the first six weeks of the year.  Their names are listed in the “Welcome and 

Kudos” section of the News and I would like to give them a hearty SHP welcome.  We hope you 

will all take advantage of the many benefits of the Society and enjoy your new membership.  If 

you have any questions or just want to “chat”, please email me at my address on the inside of the 

front cover, I would love to hear from you. 

 

Finally, I am on a mission regarding emails.  We have a project to get as many email addresses for 

members as possible.  We have emails for about 75% of our members, but still hope to get many 

more.  One of the newer benefits is a PDF of our auction listing, with color pictures of all of the 

lots.  If you’d like to get this, we need your email address.  If you received the last auction catalog 

in January, that means we have your correct email address on our “MailChimp” mailing list.  If 

not, please email me and I’ll update your profile.  Wally will also add you as a user on our website, 

where you can take advantage of the new content on the site.  Wally has been diligently adding 

copies of our Newsletters dating back to 1970.  I think you’ll be amazed at the information 

available to our members. 

 

Thank you to all for your interactions with us and a very special thanks to all who, over the years, 

have been contributing content to The News, making it such a valuable resource to our members. 
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Let me name a few, so that our new members will be aware of our most prolific contributors - 

Csaba Kohalmi, Alan Soble, Judith Kennett, Derick Pasternak, Robert Lauer, Robert Morgan, Paul 

de Leeuw van Weenen and Johan Sevenhuijsen.  There are many more excellent contributors, so 

I apologize if I have missed your name.  You are all valued.  To our new members, I encourage 

you to share your unique insights into Hungarian philately with your fellow members. 

 

I hope to see many of you at our Annual Meeting and as always…………….. Happy stamping!  

 
 

 

WELCOME & KUDOS 

  

Since the last issue of The News we have had a veritable deluge of new membership applications.    

A very warm welcome is extended to: Scott Pendleton of Cadiz, Ohio; Floyd Slotterback of 

Marquette, Michigan; Fred Staudhammer of Torrance, California; David Sahr of Arlington, 

Virginia; Glenn Roehig of Kalamazoo, Michigan; fellow Canadian John (Al) Jamieson from St. 

Albert, Alberta; Robert Weise of Cleveland, Ohio; and Keith Riese of Lincoln, Nebraska.  This is 

absolutely awesome!!!! 

 

Bob Morgan exhibited his “Hungary: The Hyperinflation, 1945-1946” exhibit at Royalpex 2017 

in New Zealand and won a Large Gold with Felicitations and Special Prize.  Congratulations, 

Bob!! 

 
 

 

THE WEBMASTER’S REPORT 

 

by Wally Green  

 

Introduction 

 

Hello again.  It has been a rather hectic holiday season for me, so work on the website has fallen 

behind.  Hopefully, I’ll have the time soon to put more work in on the various projects that have 

been suggested to make our website better. 

 

So far, no member has taken advantage of the ability to advertise stamps of their own on our 

website.  I hope that some of you will as we can’t really tell how well this capability works until 

we try to use it.  Also, if you have a website of your own that you would like to have advertised 

on our website, just send me the URL and a brief description and I’ll place a link to it on the site. 

 

What’s New on the Website 

 

A detailed Excel spreadsheet that compares the prices of Hungarian stamps in the latest catalog to 

those of the previous catalog has been made available for download.  This is the work of our 

member George B. Shaw.   
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In addition, I have been able to add more scans of old newsletters from the 70’s to the website.  

Our goal is to eventually have all of our old newsletters available on-line.  Many thanks to Endre 

Krajcsovics for the loan of his old journal copies for this project.  I still need about 50 old 

newsletters to complete this project.  If you have any from the 80’s and 90’s that I could borrow 

to scan, please let me know.  I’ll try to provide a detailed listing of the issues still needed in the 

next webmaster report. 

 

Website Usage 

 

Our statistics show we had a 2% increase in number of users in the last 90 days from the previous 

90 day period.  Unfortunately, the average number of sessions per user dropped by nearly 12%.  

Our worst period was right around Thanksgiving, which makes me believe that the changes are 

very holiday related.  A significant change is that only 33% of our users in the last 90 days were 

from the USA.  The next largest block (22%) comes from Azerbaijan of all places. 

 

Thank you for your support. 
 

 

THE RUMINATIONS OF YOUR EDITOR 

 

by Robert Lauer  

  

As noted on the front cover of this issue of The News, March 5th marks the 65th anniversary of 

the death of Joseph Stalin, the Soviet dictator who was responsible for Hungary’s four decade 

subjugation to the horrors of communism.  Stalin’s death, however, was the first step on the road 

to the Hungarian Revolution of 1956.  The thaw in repression following Stalin’s death led to the 

rising expectations of liberalization in Hungary which ultimately spiralled out of control and 

culminated in the Revolution and Freedom Fight of  October-November 1956.  Somehow it seems 

fitting that the central article in this issue is a wonderful piece by Csaba Kohalmi, my predecessor 

as editor, that attempts to rectify some of the propaganda myths perpetrated by the communists 

during their rule of Hungary.  For those relatively new members, Csaba himself is a refugee from 

the Hungarian revolt against Soviet domination in 1956. 

 

The other article in this issue is a personal retrospective from Judy Kennett on her own journey 

through Hungarian philately.  I find this type of article really interesting.  One gets to know more 

about the collecting interests of a fellow member of the SHP and it also provides some perspective 

on the development of one’s own collecting interests.  I would also like to thank Larry Toomey, 

Bert Nussbaum and Alan Soble for their letters to the editor.  As is so often the case, Alan’s letter 

sent me down an altogether wonderful philatelic rabbit hole. 

 

Speaking of which, a number of months back, Alan Soble sent me a scan of the Hungarian postal 

stationery card illustrated on the top of the next page.  The card was mailed to Denmark from 

Budapest on April 9, 1924.  Alan’s question was ‘what was the rate to mail such a card, and 

therefore what value did the Harvester indicium on the card have?’ 
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For the period between February 21,1924 and April 10,1924, the rate to mail a post card to a 

foreign non-convention country such as Denmark was 1500K.  Being mailed on April 9,1924, this 

card falls into this rate period.  So what value did the Harvester indicium have?   

 

This very question had me scratching my head earlier in the year when I bought a bunch of these 

cards, all of which were franked with stamps equal to the going rate for post cards at the time of 

mailing.  So, I posted this question on the SHP Website's Q&A board and got a very prompt reply 

back from Csaba Kohalmi.  The indicium had no value; you had to frank these postal stationery 

cards with the full rate in stamps.  Bizarre, you say?  Completely.  During the period of the First 

Inflation, Hungary issued a number of other cards and forms with the null value Harvester indicia 

including, money order cards, customs declaration forms and Telegram forms.  Illustrated on the 

back cover is one of the more arcane items of postal stationery with a null value Harvester indicium 

– a Postal Collection Card.  This is the only case that I know of where a country printed postal 

stationery with null value indicia.   

 

These cards were issued in both 1923 and 1924, as indicated by the year on the lower right-hand 

side of the card.  The 1924 issue was printed on 3 shades a cardboard: a greyish, a brownish-buff 

and a yellowish-buff.  The 1925 issue of these cards was printed in a bluish-green and was slightly 

larger measuring 147x105mm, as opposed to 140x90mm previously.   

 

Shortly after I put to bed the July – September 2017 issue of The News, which had the Harvester 

stamps overprinted for Archduke Joseph’s War Exhibition on the Margitszegit on the cover, I 

acquired a September 17, 1917 cover sent from the Szentmargitszegit Post Office to Nyiregyháza 

correctly franked with the 15f stamp from this series.  The front of this cover is illustrated on the 

top of the next page. 



The News of Hungarian Philately 
 

5 
January – March 2018 
 

 
 

The really interesting thing about this cover was, however, the back of it, which was sealed by a 

label from an organization with the initials “M.A.O.E”. 
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As I usually do when I am perplexed by something 

related to Hungarian philately, I get in touch with the 

“Sage of Indianapolis” (Csaba Kohalmi) and he sent 

me the snippet at left from the book “Hungarian Poster 

Stamps and Similar Cinderellas” by Ch J Blase 

explaining the origins and purpose of the M.A.O.E. 

 

Here is another postscript, this time to the article that 

Johan Sevenhuijsen and I wrote in the January – 

March 2016 issue of The News, (Volume 47, No. 1) 

on the usage of Hungarian stamps and postal 

stationery in Czechoslovakia after independence in 

1918.  In that article, we illustrated in Figure 15 a case 

where the 10f indicia of a Hungarian postal stationery 

card was used on November 9, 1919 to mail the card 

from Németlipcse to Pöstyén well after the last date of 

validity, which was October 15, 1919.  In the middle 

of last year, I purchased a postal stationery card, 

illustrated below, which really pushes the boundaries 

of invalid usage.  Cancelled with a newly issued 

C.S.P. canceller for Lednica Rovné (Ledniczróna) on 

January 6, 1920.  The old Hungarian 10f indicium was 

counted in the franking as the domestic Czechoslovak 

post card rate was 15h until March 15, 1920.   
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If anyone has an example of invalid usage later than this, I would love to see a scan of it.  Moreover, 

in a general sense, if anyone acquires something cool for their collection that other members might 

be interested in, please slap it on the scanner and send it to me with a note.  Nothing elaborate 

needed.  I am always looking for interesting things for the back cover and little nuggets that will 

fit on less than a page. 

 

Speaking of which, I have enough material for the next issue of The News, but after that, there are 

a few empty shelves in the pantry.  So, now is the time to try your hand at writing an article for 

The News on some aspect of your collection that really turns your crank.  It can be about a stamp 

issue, a single stamp, a piece of postal stationery or postal history – your call.  It does not have to 

be print ready either; if you have an idea, I am more than happy to get a very rough draft and a few 

scans, and then work with you to turn that into an article for The News.  

 

This issue marks the end of my 3rd year as the Editor of The News.  While this is nothing compared 

to the 25 year stint of my predecessor, I do understand why Csaba did this for so long.  It is tough 

to find a job that is this much fun!  

 
 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

 

I would like to thank those members who have reached out to me as a fledgling member of SHP.  I 

appreciate your comments and recommendations.  I do have some questions and would appreciate 

your responses.  My email is bnussbaums2@gmail.com. 

 

1.  I am presently placing my stamps in Davo hingeless albums.  However, the albums start 

with the year 1960.  How do you save earlier stamps?  Labels in a stock book?  

 

2.  Some of my stamp purchases have selvage on various sides.  I have always refrained 

from removing that.  Is that what would be recommended? 

 

Thanks in advance for your responses.  All the best! 

 

Bert Nussbaum, Ed. D. 

 

 

In the October – December 2014 issue of The News (Volume 45, No.4), an article by Alan Soble,  

“Persistent Survivors in Lugos/Lugoj” discusses cancels from Lugos. This was followed by a 

further piece entitled “More on Lugos” by Paul de Leeuw van Weenen in the January – March 

2015 issue of The News (Volume 46, No. 1).  About the same time, I saw a biopic on a movie 

channel about the actor Bela Lugosi.  Bela Lugosi's family roots were in Lugos.  He was also an 

avid stamp collector, supposedly having upwards of 50,000 stamps in his collection, obviously 

from around the world.  He once said in an interview that if he should ever be in Boston, he would 

make a point to visit every stamp dealer in town.   

mailto:bnussbaums2@gmail.com
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In the on-line version of Linn's Stamp News for October 20, 2016 (search entry "Born Oct. 20: 

Bela Lugosi"), there is some background on his collecting interests in an article by Michael Baadke 

with a note that he was also a member of the American Philatelic Society. (Can his application be 

pulled to see what areas he collected?)  There is also a reference to a book in which there is a 

photograph of Bela showing his collection to actress Anne Nagel.  There is also a photograph of 

Bela Lugosi working on his collection on the Stamp Community Forum website under "Did you 

know that Dracula was a stamp collector". 

I wonder what ever happened to his collection.  Now here is a thought about what his collection 

might have contained, or any stamp collection of any celebrity of his era or of a little earlier, and 

of the same size.  Such collections were obviously limited to what was available.  Certainly, he 

didn't have the almost infinite selection of stamps that was available in the mid-1950s when I 

started collecting.  That was when quantities of stamps began to blossom, not only per issue, but 

in the variety of issues.  Collectors contemporary with Bela Lugosi had quite a bit of material that 

was pre-1930, from Hungary, that era was blessed with the Turul, the Parliament buildings and the 

Harvester issues.  From countries around the world there were Monarchial representations and 

coats of arms.  There was also a flood of beautiful "obsolete" countries, White Russia, Ukraine, 

Bosnia-Herzegovina.   

But regardless of the country, what must have been available to such collectors back then must 

have been amazing, such as middle denominations seldom used even in those days, higher 

denominations such as the British Pound, and the many varieties for study from the Austrian 

Empire 1867-1883 Franz Josef I issue and the 1858-1859 issue, and the cancellations!  But at the 

time, the importance and value of any of these were not yet established as they are today.  What 

treasures they must have unknowingly had in their collections.  And in multiples!!  To them, they 

were common.  To us they would have been awesome. 

I started collecting with a Minkus Comprehensive album, which I liked more than the Scott 

because there were more illustrations which were clearer than in the Scott album and the paper 

quality was better - I didn't care for the paper towel quality of the Scott paper; the Minkus paper  

was sturdier and whiter.  I didn't know there was a difference between the Minkus system and the 

Scott System.  I didn't even know there was such a thing as a stamp catalog, Minkus or Scott or 

that they were not compatible.  So, when I acquired my Scott album I was really frustrated not 

finding many of the stamps illustrated in the Minkus album (or Michel or Yvert as I learned over 

years), or if they were noted in Scott, they were noted as "not recognized".  After I gained some 

yardage in collecting over the years, I thought that was a terrible injustice done by Scott.  Now in 

some cases, it might have been justified.  For instance, the Western Hungary/Lajatbasang issues 

and similar examples from other countries, which had some validity but only being 

regionally/locally issued and used, would have been of interest only to people with historical and 

family roots in those territories.  However, as collectors become more interested in such regional 

issues, there are today becoming recognized by Scott. 

Larry Toomey 
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At the end of his nightly news and commentary program on MSNBC, "Hardball," the journalist 

Chris Matthews asks each of his guests to tell him something he doesn't (yet) know.  As Matthews 

does, I like to think that I learn at least one new thing every day (and, hopefully, do not forget, i.e., 

dislearn, more than one thing each day).  In his view, learning from another person is important, 

and I can agree with that -- why pretend to be a perfect and lonely autodidact?  Which brings me 

to something I learned the other day, from two people unknowingly acting in concert (although 

not in collusion). 

 

 
 

Look at the strings of numerals in the above image.  At first glance, they seem to be almost 

gibberish.  But they both arrived in their dot matrix style on the front/top of two envelopes I 

received in the mail from Canada.  That coincidence, two dot matrix Canadians in one day, made 

me take a longer look, and soon I realized that the "17" meant the year "2017," the "12" stood for 

the month, December, and "28" designated the day of the month.  Both letters had been mailed (or 

cancelled) on the same day, although one was struck at 08:03 AM and the other at the inhumane, 

bitterly cold 05:34 AM.  (I'm assuming a 24-hour clock.)  What I learned, however, was none of 

this. 

 

What I learned is that the date/time format employed for over a century by the Hungarian Post is 

the date/time format currently in use by the Canadian Post.  I wonder for how many decades the 

Canadians have been using this much superior format, which has, for a long time, set Hungary 

against many of its neighbors in Europe and elsewhere.  Ah, yet another way in which Canada 

bests the USA. 

 

I also learned a great deal from the contents of the envelopes, but I leave that for another letter or 

article. 

 

Alan Soble 

 

 

Editor – Given the number of pieces of Canadian mail that I have handled, it is embarrassing to 

admit that I had never even noticed!  Alan’s Letter to the Editor set me to rooting around in the 

bag o’ Canadian stamps on paper that I have in a basement closet looking for examples of these 

cancels and others with the year/month/day format.  So here is what I have learned from this 

endeavour. 
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I could not find an example of 

one of these “dot matrix” 

machine cancels that did not use 

the year/month/day format.  The 

earliest example that I could find 

in my mess of paper was May 

11, 1994, illustrated at left and 

also conveniently cancelled with 

a “Duplex” canceler (CDS on 

the left side and wavy lines or a 

slogan on the right side) with the day/month/year format. Alan’s guess about the 24 hour clock 

in these cancels is obviously correct given the 20:42 time stamp in this one.  Historically, there 

has never been much standardization in the date format used in the CDS portion of these Duplex 

cancels – I think you can find every conceivable date format in these cancels, though most seem 

to use the day/month/year format.  The other type of cancel frequently found on Canadian mail is 

called a POCON cancel (short for Post Office Computer Organization Number) which can be 

square, rectangular or circular with the date, the name of the post office, postal code and a 

number assigned to that post office.  The earliest example I could find of a POCON cancel with 

the year/month/day format was a not very clear November 2, 1993; the use of the 

year/month/day format seems to increase from the mid-1990s with most examples in this century 

having the year/month/day date format.  Below are illustrations of various different POCON 

cancels from: St. Albert, Alberta (the home of our new member Al Jamieson); Whitehorse in the 

Yukon Territory; and Saint Agapit, Quebec.  

 

   
 

Unfortunately, this month’s meeting of the Canada Study Group at the local Ottawa Philatelic 

Society was the week I was in Vancouver, but one of my buddies at the OPS thought that any new 

cancelers put into service since our half-hearted (or half-assed)* conversion to metric in the 

mid-1970s were in the year/month/day format, with the older formats being left in service until 

they wore out, which seems to jive with the examples I found in my mess o’ Canadian on paper.  

 

* Canada’s conversion to the metric system was a classic Canadian compromise which allowed 

both systems to operate side-by-side.  As a result, most of my generation buys food, cooks and 

measures short distances in Imperial, but buys gas, judges long distances and talks about the 

weather in metric.  My children (all in their 20s) are more fully metricized, but still inexplicably 

talk about the temperature of the swimming pool in Fahrenheit. 
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PHILATELIC PROPAGANDA IN COMMUNIST HUNGARY  

AND ITS OVERDUE HISTORICAL RECTIFICATION 

 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

The 1989-1991 regime change that made Hungary a (sort of) democratic republic was reflected in 

the stamp issues that followed.  The tragic losses of life in World War II and the Holocaust merited 

remembrance as well as the magnificent failure of the 1956 Revolution and Freedom Fight.  

Recently, while re-reading Sándor Márai’s book, Memoir of Hungary 1944-19480, I was 

motivated to compose this article. 

 

On 29 December 1944, the Soviet army surrounding Budapest sent two parliamentarians under a 

white flag to offer surrender terms to the German-Hungarian garrison of Festung Budapest.  

Captain Miklós Steinmetz approached the defensive line on the Pest side from the southeast along 

Üllői Street while Captain Ilja Ostapenko drove along the Budaörsi Street on the Buda side.  

Steinmetz’s driver tried to navigate through the German landmines that were widely spaced and 

not buried intended to stop tanks, but he managed to hit one and blew up the Jeep in which they 

were riding.  All occupants perished in the explosion.  Ostapenko’s contact was successful.  He 

spent three hours behind the German lines, but the German commander refused to accept the sealed 

letter and had Ostapenko returned to the front lines.  By that time, the transfer point had come 

under Russian mortar fire.  Ostapenko’s orders were to return as quickly as possible from his 

mission, so he disregarded the Germans’ advice to seek cover until the barrage was over.  He was 

hit by friendly fire and killed while walking back to the Soviet lines.  His two comrades survived.1 

Both casualties became regarded as heroes of Hungary’s liberation, and statues were erected in 

their honor.  For decades, the official version of their death was that they were killed by the 

dastardly Germans, who violated universally accepted rules of war concerning parliamentarians. 

  

The Ostapenko statue was pictured on the 1960 stamp issued for the 15th anniversary of Hungary’s 

liberation (MPK2 1739, Scott 1324).  Steinmetz was never honored on a stamp.  Today, both statues 

have been relocated to Memento Park outside of Budapest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Above: Stamp and first day cachet showing Captain 

Ostapenko’s statue.  Right: Statues of Captains Ostapenko 
(front) and Steinmetz from Memento Park. 



The News of Hungarian Philately 
 

12 

January – March 2018 
 

The Soviet military command declared that all German/Hungarian troops had been pushed out 

from Hungary’s borders on 4 April 1945.  This was also the date that the Soviets liberated 

Bratislava.  Nemesmedves in southwestern Hungary was the last settlement said to have seen 

military action, so it became known as the last liberated village.  Consequently, April 4th became 

a national holiday and remained so until 1992.  Unfortunately, this was a fabrication.  Gosztonyi3 

relates that fighting was recorded at Pinkamindszent on April 12th, and the death of Hungarian 

soldiers were recorded in Tornyiszentmiklós on April 8th and Lovászi on April 12th.   See these 

localities on the map below.  Still, the Hungarian post issued its first set on May 1st, 1945 by 

overprinting the 1943 War Leaders definitives (MPK 793-818, Scott 631-656) in honor of 

‘liberation.’ 

       

 
                                                                                               

Stamp issues for every five-year anniversary of the ‘liberation’ became a standard release starting 

in 1950.  Other than the Ostapenko issue from 1960, I will single out only the 1950 series.  [The 

later ones consisted of celebratory scenes of infrastructure accomplishments, flower bouquets, and 

fireworks.  The one exception was the 1970 souvenir sheet (MPK 2617, Scott 2018) showing 

Budapest in ruins at the end of the war and rebuilt now.]  The ignominious 1950 set (MPK 1144-

1147, Scott 885-888) shows a (happy & enthusiastic) Hungarian family greeting Soviet soldiers, 

aka ‘liberators,’ with bunches of flowers.  Where they could have had easy access to the flowers 

in early spring following six months of fighting, I don’t know.  I’m sure that Sándor Légrády’s 
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Liberation overprint, 

4 Apr. 1945 
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Commemorative postal card issued for the 
30th anniversary of liberation showing the 

memorial at Nemesmedves. 
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artwork must have triggered a severe gag reflex in most of the general public.  The image belied 

the populations’ first hand, historical encounter with Soviet soldiers ‘liberating’ foodstuffs, wine, 

livestock, wrist watches, not to mention defiling hundreds of thousands of Hungarian girls and 

women who were forced from their homes on the pretext of needing them to peel potatoes, and, 

last but not least, deporting 200,000+ able bodied civilians for ‘málenkij robot = a little work’ to 

the Soviet Union.  (With my apologies to Émile Zola: J’accuse!) 

 

 
The Hungarian word ‘felszabadulás’ takes on a very different meaning with the simple addition of 

an accent mark to the ‘u’: ‘felszabadúlás’ means unimpeded ravaging, devastating.  It is easy to 

see how this play on the accent mark became a favorite theme of black humor in Budapest.  While 

I can’t illustrate this pun with a philatelic example, I can show a Cinderella stamp with its black 

border and ‘?’ mark that questions the celebration of ‘liberation.’  Its origins have never been 

identified.  The late Péter Néma inquired at Radio Free Europe whether the organization was 

responsible for it as a part of its propaganda balloon barrage that was unleashed on Hungary in 

1951-19564.  The response he received was that RFE had no knowledge of the stamp.  

Nevertheless, I always surmised that the overprint originated from outside of Hungary since the 

month abbreviation ‘apr’ is missing the correct accent mark. 

 

The Martyrs set (MPK 875-882, Scott B179-186) was issued on 6 October 1945.  The date is the 

anniversary of a tragic event in Hungarian history.  On that date in 1849, an Austrian military 

tribunal sentenced to death and executed 13 Hungarian generals who fought against them in the 

War of Independence; and, henceforth, has been a day of mourning.  The Martyrs stamps depict 

16 people who came from various backgrounds and held quite divergent ideologies.  Two of them 

(Sallai and Fürst) were communist who were executed in 1932 for the fatal train derailment at 

Biatorbágy5.  The Horthy regime maintained that communists were behind the sabotage.  Others 

(Tartsay, Nagy, Kiss, Bajcsy-Zsilinszky) were true patriots who tried to extricate Hungary from 

the war in late 1944 and paid for their efforts with their lives6.  Endre Ságvári, on the other hand, 

was a dubious martyr.  He was under surveillance for his underground, communist activities.  In 

July 1944, as he was being arrested by the police in a Budapest café, he pulled out a gun and started 

shooting.  After firing all the bullets in his gun, he fled into the street where he was shot dead by 

a pursuing policeman.  One of the policemen was convicted and hanged for his role 15 years later 

in 1959 by the Kádár regime.  In 2006, his conviction was vacated by the Hungarian high court 

that said the police action was justified and proper under the then-current law.  In my opinion, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
1950 Liberation anniversary stamp with 
a happy, pantomime Hungarian family 

welcoming the Red Army soldiers. 

1955 Liberation ‘spoof’ Cinderella, 

source unknown. 
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Ságvári was not a martyr in the same sense that the other persons pictured on the set of stamps 

were.  Perhaps the selection of Annikó Szenes / Hannah Senesh7 would have been a better choice; 

but in 1945, her story was hardly known.  Consequently, the majority of the persons pictured on 

the stamps had affiliations with the communist party (maybe with the exception on Illés Monus, 

who was a member of the socialist democratic party). 

 

 
 

In 1947, Hungary was still (nominally) a democracy.  After two earlier rounds of multiparty 

elections, it had a coalition government.  Nevertheless, the influence of the Muscovite-trained 

communists (Rákosi, Gerő, Révai, Farkas) and the omnipresent, occupying Red Army garrison 

was felt not just in political life, but also in stamp issues.  The three stamps commemorating the 

30th anniversary of the Soviet Union (MPK 1042-1044, Scott B199-201) were issued six years 

prematurely since the Soviet Union did not come into existence until 1923.  Two of the stamps 

pictured the ‘wise men’ of Russian communism for the first time: Lenin and Stalin.  Now, the 

mistake is easy to gloss over since in 1947 Hungarian society’s education in Russian-centric 

history was still in its infant stages!  After 1949, the ersazt democracy was replaced with Rákosi’s 

peoples’ democracy (népi demokrácia, a communist term with built-in redundancy since 

democracy is derived from the Greek word dēmokratia which already means rule of the people).  

The 2Ft value of the 1950 Five Year Plan set depicted the defense of the homeland using the image 

of a soldier, a tank and an airplane against a backdrop of a tractor plowing in front of belching 

industrial smokestacks.  The inscription advises of ‘a strong army that is the guardian of our peace.’  

Of course, the bloated army was equipped with obsolete weapons that were provided from the 

World War II surpluses of the Red Army, and its chief function was to hermetically seal off the 

country’s borders so that no citizens could escape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Left: Endre Ságvári (left) from the Martyrs set. Right: Hannah Senesh on a 1982 Israeli stamp. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Left:  The inscription states ’30 éves a felszabadító Szovjetúnió / The liberating Soviet Union is 30 years 

old.’  The middle stamp shows the Liberty Statue that was erected on Budapest’s Gellért Hill in early 

1947.  Right:  Expenditures for a strong army were a significant part of the first Five Year Plan. 
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By 1950, fear and terror became dominant emotions in the lives of the citizens of the people’s 

democracy.   The secret police (initially called Államvédelmi Osztály [ÁVO], later renamed and 

elevated to a government-level department Államvédelmi Hatóság [ÁVH], also referred to as the 

iron fist of the party) became a state within the state.  (Phonetically, ÁVO was easier to pronounce 

than its successor abbreviation, and the general public continued to use that term during the 1956 

revolution.)  Bourgeoise inhabitants of Budapest were summarily exiled into the countryside 

oftentimes having to live in stables.  Well-to-do peasants were labelled as kulaks and were similarly 

persecuted.  Ordinary peasants, many of whom recently had received distributed land when the 

large estates were divided up were herded into collective farms (colloquially called kolhoz based 

on the Russian term but officially named termelőszövetkezeti csoport [tszcs] in Hungarian) using 

the Soviet model.  Among others, the internment camp at Recsk was opened in 1950 to re-educate 

(liquidate?) uncooperative members of the socialist democratic party.  The camp functioned for 

three years and usually held about 1300-1700 inmates who were treated miserably while doing 

forced work at a stone quarry.  No stamp commemorates the existence of this domestic gulag, 

although recently one was issued honoring the Gulag-Gupvi victims of Hungarian prisoners-of-

war and deportees in the Soviet Union.8 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Left: Contemporary photo of the entrance to the Recsk concentration camp. 

Right:  GULAG/GUPVI commemorative issued in 2017. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: MHK emblem on the 60f stamp from the 1950 Sport set.   

Center: Cachet from the first day cover of the 1951 Hungarian Workers’ Party (MDP9 = 

Magyar Dolgozók Pártja) congress set.  Note the aberration of the emblem pasted on top of the 

Hungarian tri-color.  This was the official flag of the MDP.  The slogan admonishes workers to 

build socialism under the leadership of the party.   

Right: The first philatelic manifestation of Rákosi’s personality cult. 
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The Munkára, Harcra Kész (Ready for Work, Battle) program was also based on a Soviet model.  

Instituted in 1949, its emblem was reproduced on the 60f value of the 1950 Sport set (MPK 1195, 

Scott C84).  Its intention was to create a nation of physically fit workers who would be readily 

available for militia duty when the Western imperialists invaded Hungary.  At the factory level, 

the program mostly manifested itself in organized volleyball games.  At the village level, it 

involved sports festivals (spartakiades), again based on the Soviet example with some Hungarian 

flavor like promoting hiking in the woods.  It became another example of the communist party’s 

control in the country where the party was synonymous with the government and vice versa. 
 

 
 

The accomplishments of the Five Year Plan were celebrated after the mere completion of its first 

year in 1951.  I’m picking out two examples (MPK 1247 & 1252, Scott 969 & C93) from the set 

for historical rectification.  The 30f value shows a doctor using a portable x-ray machine.  The 

inscription states A szocializmusban legfőbb érték az ember / in socialism the highest value is a 

human.  Having already written about the secret police, the internal deportations, the forced labor 

camp of Recsk, the 800,000 victims of gulag, I find this propaganda slogan to be abhorrent, 

repugnant, detestible, repulsive, disgusting (plus any other synonyms the dictionary can 

provide)!  The 2Ft value shows the newly completed Sztálin Bridge.  It spanned the Danube River 

at the northern end of Margit Island.  Plans for the construction of this bridge, to be named after 

the Chieftain Árpád, who settled the Magyar tribes in the Danube-Tisza region, were made 

originally in 1939, but the construction was interrupted by the Second World War.  The bridge 

was completed in 1950 and was promptly named after ‘Sztálin’ as shown on the stamp in bold 

letters.  The name ‘Árpád’ was restored in 1958.  So, it was finally completed in 1950 under the 

Five Year Plan.  Whoopee! 

 

As I pointed out earlier, Stalin became a regular feature on Hungarian stamps starting in 1947.  His 

70th birthday on 22 December 1949 was commemorated with a series of three stamps (MPK 1122-

1124, Scott 864-866).  Two days before this birthday, the city council of Budapest decreed 

changing the name of the magnificent Andrássy út (Budapest’s equivalent to Paris’s Champ 

Elysees) to Sztálin út (similar to Berlin’s Stalinallee) as a present to the great liberator, ahem… 

dictator.  In the same decree, the council voted to erect a statue is his honor in a prominent square 

of the city.  The project resulted in an 8-meter tall (26+ feet) behemoth statue of Stalin dedicated 

in December 1951.  Two stamps (MPK 1270-1271, Scott 982-983) were issued to mark the event.  

Historical rectification occurred in the evening of 23 October 1956 when the crowds supporting 

the spontaneous eruption of the Hungarian Revolution and Freedom Fight toppled the statue. 

 

 

 

 

After the first year of the 

Five Year Plan 
Left: The Big Lie about the 

value of human life 
Right: The Stalin Bridge 
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Mátyás Rákosi became known as Stalin’s most fervent disciple.  The bald gnome controlled the 

communist party and had himself installed as prime minister lest there be any doubt as to who was 

in charge.   He incrementally built up a personality cult starting in 1945 when the communist party 

mediated the return of the POWs from the Soviet Union.  The party provided correspondence 

postcards as a conduit of information for families.  The POWs started to come home starting in 

1947 (even years later).  He celebrated his 60th birthday in 1952 at the height of his personality 

cult10 via a grandiose event held at the Budapest Opera House.  Speeches of adulation were 

followed by prescribed periods of rhythmic clapping.  The Hungarian post dutifully obliged by 

issuing three stamps (MPK 1289-1291, Scott 987-989).  The stamps, especially the domestic rate 

60f one, prompted an outpouring of jokes.  My favorite: Jani Bácsi buys a stamp with Rákosi’s 

portrait; he spits on it and then returns it to the clerk at the window saying, “See, this stamp is no 

good, I spit on it and it won’t stick to the envelope.”  The clerk, not missing a beat, turns the stamp 

over, spits on it and sticks it to the envelope.  “See, it’s good, after all!”  Thank goodness that 

Stalin’s death in March 1953 put the brakes on this personality cult too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Left: First day cover 
with the Stalin statue 
stamps released on 
16 December 1951.  

Note that the 
marchers are in light 
clothing despite the 

fact that the 
dedication was in the 

winter. 
Right: The Stalin 

colossus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Historical rectification Left: The ‘reliquary’ of Stalin statue marked W.C. in the middle of Blaha Lujza 

Square, Right: The boots are all that remained on the pedestal after 23 October 1956. 
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Philatelically, the historical rectification for this event never occurred.  

The 60f stamp from the Buildings series picturing the Mátyás Rákosi 

House of Culture (MPK 1233, Scott 965), shown on the left, remained 

in circulation even after Rákosi’s forced ‘abdication’ in July 1956.  What 

is damning, is that it was reprinted using the small format picture starting 

in 1958 alongside all of the other Buildings stamps and was valid for 

postal use through December 31, 1962. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clockwise left to right: POW correspondence card 
printed by the Hungarian Communist Party (MKP) 
with rubber stamp and 50ezerP on 50P fundraising 

vignette; Rákosi’s signature from a 1948 party 
membership booklet (top stamp MKP, lower stamp 

MDP)11; the infamous 1952 60th birthday set; 
Rákosi portrait from a 1946 fundraising vignette 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Picture of the odious display of groveling [aka ‘seggnyalás = butt licking’] to Rákosi on his 60th 

birthday in the Opera House.  Note the group of AVO personnel, stage right! 

 



The News of Hungarian Philately 
 

19 
January – March 2018 
 

 

 

The May Day stamp from 1952 
(MPK 1312, Scott 999) shows how 

the designer viewed the ideal worker 
wearing a ‘micisapka = cloth cap.’  
A large part of the globe is tinted 
red, symbolizing the success of 
Communist world domination. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The Stalin mourning sheet (MPK 1355, Scott 1035) shown on 

the left was issued on March 9th, a mere four days after the 

passing of the great despot and tyrant.  The inscription on top of 

the stamp translates as ‘Our dear teacher, leader, and liberator.’  

The sheet was valid for postage for only 12 days.  It was 

succeeded by a single 60f value (MPK 1356, Scott 1036) that 

was valid for one year from the date of issue.  This was the last 

time that Stalin was pictured on a Hungarian stamp. 

 

The pair of stamps (MPK 1341-1342, Scott 1030-1031) issued in 1953 showing the construction 

of the Budapest metro wins the prize for historical incongruity from this period of philately.  

Originally scheduled for completion in 1955, the east-west line was not completed until 1970 

because of geological problems (Budapest is situated on countless underground geothermal 

springs) as well as the financial bankruptcy of the Five Year Plan (that focused investment of 

losing propositions such as heavy industry).     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Left: First day cover of the metro stamps from 1953.  The text of the cachet reads: 5 éves tervünk egyik 

legszebb alkotása a budapesti földalatti gyorsvasút / The Budapest underground express railway is one 

of the finest achievements of our 5 Year Plan.  [Ha!] 

Right, top: The metro stamp from 1970 when the service actually became operational. 

Right, bottom: 1982 public transportation sesquicentennial (MPK 3539, Scott 2758) showing the actual 

blue line train 
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Line number 1 of the Budapest underground railway was opened for service in 1896.  It runs from 

Pest’s city center to the City Park mostly under Andrássy Street (that happened to carry Stalin’s 

name in 1953).  This is the oldest subway line in continental Europe and is only six years younger 

than ‘The London Tube’.  The map on the bottom of the 1Ft stamp shows the intended route of 

line number 2 running from the People’s Stadium station (pictured) to the Southern Railway 

Station.  Completion of this line eventually required Soviet technical and financial assistance.  The 

metro stamp (MPK 2618, Scott 2017) commemorated the actual opening, finally, 17 years later.  

It’s interesting to note that the stamp shows a blue train which became the color of the trains on 

line 3 that was opened in 1976 (again, with Soviet help).  The trains on line 1 are yellow; on line 

2, red.  In 2014, the green line number 4 was added to the system (and lines 2 and 3 have been 

extended over the years).  Currently, the purple line 5 is in the planning stages. 

 

That’s all, folks!  I intentionally omitted dealing with the historical rectification of the massive 

Stalinist era undertaking of re-making Dunapentele into Sztálinváros / Dunaújváros.  That story 

belongs to Alan Soble’s upcoming Ten Cities project. 

 

Notes: 

 
0 Márai’s book is not restricted to the years shown in the title.  He time-travels to periods before 

and after to illustrate his personal impressions, beliefs, and experiences. 
1 A szovjet hadikövetek halála Budapest határában 1944 decemberében [The death of the Soviet 

parliamentarians in Budapest environs in December 1944], Gosztonyi Péter, Magyarország a 

második világháborúban, Vol. II, Müchen 1984, p. 208ff 
2 MPK = Magyar posta- és illetékbélyeg katalógus 
3 Kőszeg ködve vész [Kőszeg is lost in the fog], Gosztonyi Péter, A magyar honvédség a 

második világháborúban, Roma, 1986, p. 365 
4 Between 1951 and 1956, approximately 350,000 balloons were launched from West Germany 

towards the east carrying propaganda leaflets to the eastern half of Germany, Poland, 

Czechoslovakia, and Hungary as a form of psychological warfare. 
5 The Budapest-Vienna express train was derailed on the Biatorbágy viaduct by an explosive 

device placed on the track on 13 September 1931.  The accident resulted in 22 fatalities.  

Szilveszter Matuska admitted the deed and was arrested in Vienna.  He was sentenced to six 

years’ imprisonment there and later to life imprisonment in Hungary but disappeared from the 

penitentiary in Vác in the confusion when the Soviets liberated the city.  The government 

declared a state of emergency on the day after the explosion and used it to persecute known 

communists.  Historians surmise that the derailment was staged in order to bring about the state 

of emergency.  Matuska could not have planted the large explosive device without help and may 

have intended it to derail a freight train, which happened to be running behind schedule.  The 

state of emergency powers allowed the government to arrest Sallai and Fürst for illegal 

communist activity.  

6 The named individuals were members of the Magyar Nemzeti Felkelés Felszabadító Bizottsága 

/ Liberation Committee of the Hungarian National Uprising.  Bajcsy-Zsilinszky was the 

committee’s president. 
7 Annikó Szenes (1921-1944) was born in Budapest, and after her graduation emigrated to the 

British Mandate of Palestine in 1939 to study agriculture.  There, in 1943, she joined the British 
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Army as a Special Operations Executive and was parachuted into Jugoslavia on March 14, 1944 

along with several colleagues.  The goal was to meet up with partisans and enter Hungary.  Since 

Hungary was occupied by the Germans on March 19, 1944, the mission was scrubbed as being 

too dangerous.  Nevertheless, Szenes continued into southern Hungary but was soon arrested by 

the gendarmes, who transferred her to Budapest.  She was still in possession of a military 

transmitter, the code to which she did not divulge despite being severely tortured.  She was tried 

for treason, convicted, and executed by a German firing squad on November 7, 1944.  Her 

Hebrew name is Hannah Senesh. 
8 Approximately 800,000 Hungarians were affected, including soldiers who became POWs 

during the war and others who were deported in the closing days of combat in Hungary.  Most 

them were in forced labor camps in Siberia for many years.  It is estimated that 300,000 

Hungarians perished in the Gulag. 
9 The MDP was founded in June 1948 as a result of the merger the Communist Party with the 

(left wing) remnants of the Socialist Democratic Party under Árpád Szakasits.  It was dissolved 

on 31 October 1956 during the Hungarian revolution.  Rákosi was its First Secretary until July 

1956 when Gerő took over.   
10 Rákosi was careful to keep the level of his personality cult a notch below that of the great 

Stalin.  Historians feel that deep down, Rákosi was insecure about Stalin’s approval of his 

governance. 
11 The membership dues stamps in the booklet show the transition in the name of the Magyar 

Kommunista Párt (MKP) to the Magyar Dolgozók Pártja (MDP) after having merged with the 

Szocáldemokrata Párt. 
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Postscript 

 

After having completed this treatise, I realized that historical rectification needs to work 

independently of political orientation.  Communist propaganda in the late 1940s and all of the 

1950s referred to the (capitalist) western powers (the United States, Great Britain, and France) as 

‘imperialists.’  To what extent was this a correct observation?  The United States acquired 

territories (Cuba, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, Guam) from Spain as a result of the Spanish-
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American war of 1898.  The US’s ‘imperialistic’ aspirations were ameliorated by Second World 

War: Cuba was granted ‘independence’ in 1902, yet the island remained a pseudo-American 

colony under the ‘rule’ of the Mafia and sugar barons.  (Hawaii became ‘Americanized’ by sugar 

barons in 1898, also.)  The Philippines acquired independence in 1946, and Puerto Rico became a 

‘commonwealth’ in 1952.  The Japanese islands (Ryu Kyu) came under military occupation and 

then civilian US control until 1972; several archipelagos (Micronesia) in the Pacific that had been 

occupied by the Japanese became US territories until the 1980s.  It is not hard to label such 

territorial expansion as ‘imperialist’ based on such data. 

 

The British Empire (upon which, it was said, the sun never sets) divested itself of the ‘crown jewel’ 

India in 1947, but kept its African colonies through the late 1950s (Gold Coast=Ghana became 

independent in 1958) and the 1960s.  Winston Churchill, the savior of Britain in 1940 during the 

fight against Nazi Germany, was probably the lead imperialist.  Just see his reports as a newspaper 

correspondent for the Morning Post during the Boer War in South Africa in 1898 (“there is plenty 

of work here for a quarter of a million men and South Africa is well worth the cost in blood and 

money”)! 

 

In the 1949 time frame, the pièce de résistance in the manifestations of 

Western imperialism was the French war in Indochina.  The Hungarian 

Post issued stamps for the World Youth Conference in 1949.  The 40f 

stamp (shown on the left: MPK 1098, 1103; Scott 853, 853a) showed an 

armed Indochinese insurgent with upraised arms showing broken chains 

representing freedom from colonialism.  The French fought against Ho Chi 

Minh’s nationalist forces for almost nine years on the pretext that they 

were fighting to contain communism.  In the end, they were defeated; and 

French Indochina became four separate states (North and South Vietnam, 

Laos, and Cambodia).  

  

By 1959, the United States resumed the ‘fight against communist expansion in south-east Asia’ 

that was to continue until 1972 (affecting all four of the previously named countries) at the cost of 

over 58,000 American lives.  Historical rectification philatelically has not happened to 

acknowledge the futility (asininity?) of this conflict.  I had a personal stake in this since during 

that time I was subject to the military draft in the United States.  While attending college full time, 

I received a deferment; but, after graduation, I would have been drafted and made a 2nd lieutenant 

leading a platoon in the rice paddies.  I had a major falling out with my father, who had an absolute 

belief in fighting communism.  I asked him if he wanted to sacrifice me for his cause?  Many years 

later, he apologized for his beliefs and told me that I was right.  In the meanwhile, I researched all 

possible ways of getting out of the draft.  I bought the army medical standard for draftees: was my 

really poor eyesight bad enough to be rejected?  No.  Another option: trigger finger amputation 

required that two phalanges would have to missing to qualify for rejection, and so forth.  Many 

decades later, when my wife’s cousin announced her tourist trip to ‘Nam,’ I reacted with ‘Why go 

there?  I spent three years of my life avoiding having to go to that country.’ 
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A HUNGARIAN JOURNEY: 30 YEARS A COLLECTOR, RESEARCHER AND 

STUDENT OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 

 

by Judith Kennett 

 

Introduction.  In December 2016, I reached 30 years as a member of the Society for Hungarian 

Philately.  It was suggested that I should write about my Hungarian journey, and the Editor has 

agreed to accept this account of it from me.  This journey has been entirely undertaken over 

distance from Australia to USA, by mail in the early days, but more recently by electronic 

communications. 

 

Where did it begin?  It seems to me that it actually starts back in the 1940s, during the Second 

World War (1939-1945).  I used to listen, fascinated, to a presenter on Australian radio, Dr Emery 

Barcs, who had a daytime program ‘Notes on the News’.  He talked often about the background to 

the war being waged at the time in Europe.  But what really attracted my attention was his voice, 

with a heavy accent, quite unlike any that I’d ever heard.  He was, I discovered later, Hungarian 

by birth.  He had a distinguished career in journalism in Budapest pre-World War II, as well as in 

Australia after his arrival here in 1939.  It was many years before his name cropped up again. 

 

In 1996, ‘The Pioneer Period of Hungarian Airmail’ by one of the SHP’s founding members, 

Victor G. Berecz Jr. was published.  Imagine my astonishment when on page 6-8 of the book was 

an illustration of an airmail cover from 1940 addressed to Dr. Barcs at his home in Sydney! (Figure 

1) It had been offered and was sold at the auction of Victor’s collection in March 1996.  I am still 

trying to find where that cover is, as I believe that’s where my Hungarian journey began. 

 

 
 

Figure 1. A 1940 crash cover flown from Hungary to Sydney, Australia, endorsed 'Via Italia [service] 

999'. Cachet applied in Sydney. Note that the cover was not opened by the censor in Sydney.  Formerly in 

the collection of Victor G Berecz Jr., image taken from his book. 
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By that time, I was very interested in collecting airmail covers from Hungary to Australia in the 

pre-World War 2 period, so I sent a letter to Dr Barcs at this address, thinking that he might still 

be alive, and might have other airmail covers from Hungary in his possession.  Some weeks later, 

a reply came from a Sydney solicitor to say that Dr Barcs had passed away some time previously. 

 

Hungary – what attracted me?  One day I saw some used Harvester stamps in an old worldwide 

album.  I wanted more of them, so started buying stamps as I found them, and looking for a society 

to join where there were other collectors of Hungary.  There was no specialist society in Australia 

then.  I joined the Hungarian Philatelic Society of Great Britain (HPSGB) in 1984 and then the 

Society for Hungarian Philately (SHP) in 1986.  These two groups opened up new horizons for me 

with their journals and with contacts to answer my queries.  It was a real boon to have information 

about Hungarian philately in English! 

 

Setting some boundaries for my Hungarian collection.  I made a conscious decision to stop my 

collecting at the period 1946 – 1947 (after the end of the Second Inflation period).  The stamps 

and covers of the post war era had no attraction for me, but I did make an exception for the 

miniature sheets and postal cards issued for the opening of the new Chain Bridge (Lanchid) in 

Budapest in 1948-49. 

 

I also developed an interest in Hungarian postal stationery.  There was much to be learned about 

postal rates and usage from used postal stationery.  The Hungarian postal administration was very 

innovative with the different types of postal stationery that were issued during the period of my 

collecting interest.  It has remained a constant interest.  

 

Finding catalogues to help with identifying Hungarian stamps and postal stationery.  

Eventually, I was able to secure a copy of A magyar bélyegek kézikönyve (the Black Book).  I love 

its wonderfully detailed illustrations and the tables of various issues with dates of issue and 

withdrawal for different denominations in definitive sets, in addition to dimensions, and 

information about papers and perforations. 

  

For Hungarian postal stationery, the Higgins & Gage catalogue of world postal stationery has the 

advantage of being in English, but the three volume catalogue of Dr. Simády, A magyar díjjegyes 

postai nyomtatványok katalógusa, is unmatched for the fullness of its information and the quality 

of its illustrations.  Another big advantage of this latter work is the comprehensive listing of 

Hungarian philatelic terms, and a useful introduction, in four languages, English, German, French 

and Russian.  At times the listing for ‘Ungarn’ in the Michel East European postal stationery 

catalogues has also contained useful information. 

 

Developing an interest in Hungarian postal history.  From close to the beginning, I developed 

and interest in the study of Hungarian postal history.  It reflects social conditions in Hungary at 

different times and demonstrates how the postal system met the needs of commerce and the desires 

of people to keep in contact with family members and friends, at home and abroad.  An early 

interest in Hungarian postal history was the collecting of postmarks, especially on issues of the 

Turul era (1900 – 1915).  They are usually beautiful clear strikes, and I was particularly taken with 
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strikes from smaller post offices and use of older type cancellers.  I bought some of the literature 

on Hungarian postmarks.  

 

At some stage came a conscious decision to look for commercial mail from Hungary to Australia, 

starting as early as possible, and continuing until after the end of the Second World War.  It was a 

big thrill to find a few covers from the latter years of the 19th century.  This was something 

unexpected, because there were few people of Hungarian origin living in Australia then, and few 

business links.  What correspondence there was often had to do with the collecting and exchange 

of postage stamps (Figure 2).  

 

 
Figure 2. An 1897 registered cover from Budapest to Melbourne, Victoria. The blue cross applied in 

Melbourne is an indication of registration. On the reverse is a cancel of an Italian TPO to Napoli 

(Naples) and Melbourne receiving cancels. From the author’s collection. 

 

During the early 1930s, business contacts became more common.  Some Hungarian firms opened 

branches in larger cities like Sydney and Melbourne.  A big business for some Hungarian firms in 

that decade was the importation of Australian wool and sheepskins (see Figure 3).  The Australian 

wool industry was at its peak then, and it was popularly said that the country ‘rode on the sheep’s 

back’.  The industry at that time was our main source of revenue from overseas. 
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Figure 3. A 1935 airmail cover from a wool merchant in Budapest to H B Smith, a wool and sheepskin 

exporter in Melbourne, Australia.  On the reverse is a Melbourne receiving cancel.  This is the earliest 

airmail from Hungary held by the author at present. 

 

As my collection of commercial mail between Hungary and Australia extended through the 1930s, 

more and more covers franked for airmail were gathered.  As business links developed, contact 

between Australia and Hungary by airmail became more popular.  I tried to find out who might 

have utilized air mail for contact with Australia, and the answer seems to be that for a time only 

businesses were able to afford the high airmail surcharges that were applied by the Hungarian post 

office in the early 1930s.  There were not many private individuals of Hungarian origin living in 

Sydney or Melbourne then. 

 

There were signs of a change in 1938-1939, when more airmail letters addressed to private 

correspondents began to arrive.  More Hungarians were now making their homes in Australia, 

often as refugees from the political conditions developing in Europe.  Dr Barcs was one of these.  

I was extremely fortunate to secure covers from two batches of family correspondence from 1939 

through 1940 until 1941.  The latest example that I hold was posted in Budapest on 6 May 1941.  

It was not registered, so there is no date of receipt in Sydney (Figure 4). 
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Figure 4. A 1941 airmail cover posted in on Budapest 6 May 1941 to Sydney, Australia.  Opened by 

censor in Sydney.  This is the latest recorded date of posting from Hungary to Australia during the 

Second World War held by the writer at present. 

 

There were two significant gaps in the sending of mails between Hungary and Australia during the 

two world wars 1914-1918 and 1941-1945.  Australia was at war with Hungary on both occasions.  

Contact between correspondents in Hungary and Australia ceased, along with any business 

contacts, for the duration of hostilities.  It must be remembered that Australia was not at war with 

Hungary until 5 December 1941.  Therefore, it seems that the Hungarian Post Office could have 

accepted mail for Australia until that date.  Perhaps more covers, either air or surface, remain to 

be found! 

 

I have found three examples of post-WW2 Second Inflation surface mail letters from Hungary to 

Australia in these family correspondences, but no airmails.   Member Bob Morgan has documented 

five Second Inflation airmail covers to Australia, and one to New Zealand (see his updated table 

of second inflation airmail covers recorded in The News of Hungarian Philately October – 

December 2017, page 6).  There are now 73 Second Inflation period airmail covers recorded.  

Maybe a Second Inflation airmail cover addressed to Australia will come my way, one day.  

 

Some acknowledgements.  Over the past 30 years, I’ve corresponded with, and been helped by 

many members of the SHP.  But there are three who are owed a special thanks (not in any particular 

order).  The late Emmerich Vamos, a previous Auction Manager, encouraged my interest in less 

common and ‘different’ Hungarian postal stationery.  His articles, particularly those on the 1896 

Hungarian Millennium postal cards and the 1892 advertising cards, have helped me a great deal.  
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Our long serving previous Editor, Csaba Kohalmi, has always been willing to answer questions on 

20th century Hungarian philately and the workings of the Hungarian Post Office, and was always 

happy to accept my contributions to The News.  He appears to be enjoying his ‘retirement’.  Our 

member of many years, Bob Morgan, has answered many questions, and not only about Second 

Inflation airmails.  It was Bob who encouraged my interest in Hungarian ‘distance’ airmails, and 

in trying to record the routes that these covers travelled to reach a country that is almost as far 

away from Hungary as it is possible to go.  

 

The News of Hungarian Philately.  As the main vehicle for communication between the overseas 

and the US-based members of the SHP, it receives my special thanks.  There has never been an 

opportunity for me to attend a gathering, or meet with any of the US based members, so the content 

of The News has been especially important to me.  Thank you for rewarding me, at the end of this 

30-year journey, with Life Membership. 
 

 

2017 NEW ISSUE 

 

The 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 

 

On 20 April 2017, Magyar Posta issued a series 

of 2 stamps and the miniature sheet to mark the 

500th anniversary of the beginning of the 

Reformation.  The HUF290 denomination of the 

set shows the statue of Gáspár Károli who was 

the first to translate the Bible into the Hungarian 

language; the HUF445 denomination shows the 

building of one of the most important educational 

institutions of the Hungarian Reformation, the 

Reformed College of Debrecen.  The stamp in the 

HUF800 miniature sheet, illustrated at left, 

depicts the iconic moment when Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the door of the 

Wittenberg Cathedral on 31 October 1517.  Luther’s action set in motion a transformation of 

Europe's contemporary religious map and a renewal of faith in much of Europe, having an impact 

well beyond the boundaries of theology on politics, economics, music, law, language and modern 

science.  Hungarians were particularly affected by the Reformation.  During the 16th century, the 

country was divided into three parts (Royal Hungary under the dominion of the Habsburgs, Turkish 

occupied Hungary and Transylvania).  The spread of Protestantism went hand-in-hand with 

resistance against the Catholic Habsburgs and greatly contributed to the spectacular early modern 

evolution of the Hungarian language and literature.  

 

This half-millennial anniversary is not only of import to Hungary and Europe; today there is almost 

no country where one can not find a Protestant religion which traces its origins back to the 

Reformation, and the number of Protestant believers around the world currently exceeds 800 

million people. 
  



 

 

 
 
 

WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 
 

Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Jim Gaul: 1920 Fawn Lane, Hellertown, PA 18055-2117 USA, email: 
terrynjim@ptd.net. You can set your starting price or consult with Jim to establish the same.  You 
can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of new acquisitions 
for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 11 
books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Orders and 
inquiries should be sent to:  

 
Alan Bauer, P.O. Box 3024, Andover, MA 01810; tel: (617) 645-4045,  

e-mail: alan.bauer@hungarianphilately.org 



 

 
 

 

 

HARVESTER POSTAL STATIONERY 

 

 

 
 

A Postal Collection Card with a null value Harvester indicia cancelled at Budapest 72 on  

July 31, 1926.  These cards were used to collect amounts owed for services rendered by way of 

postal system.  Part of these cards was a detachable postal money order form that the recipient 

could use to remit payment to the sender (from the collection of Paul de Leeuw van Weenen). 


