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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

by H. Alan Hoover 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our annual meeting, to be held during the APS STAMPSHOW in Columbus Ohio on August 

7-10, 2003, should be just around the corner when you read this column.  As of this writing, SHP has 
only four members exhibiting at the show.  Still, we hope to see many of our members there.  Updat-
ed information about the show and the latest details of our social activities can be found at our web-
site at http://www.hungarianphilately.org.  Information on the show, hotels, and directions provided 
by the APS is available at: http://www.stamps.org/Stampshow/Intro.html. 

The schedule for the meeting room availability at STAMPSHOW has set our General Mem-
bership meeting for Saturday, August 9th, at 1:00PM.  Please check our website, since we will post 
all the final arrangements.  When you arrive at the show, look us up at the Society table to find out 
about any last minute updates.  We will be conducting an Executive Board meeting, a General Mem-
bership meeting, and, hopefully, a detailed review of some of the exhibits from society members.  
Bob Morgan is planning to give a presentation on the Hyperinflation Era.  Hopefully, we will have a 
good turnout of members in attendance. 

Also, we are planning a society dinner at the Tuscan Grill in the Easton Village area of Co-
lumbus on Friday night, August 8th.  Sam Basham, our local member, is making all the arrangements 
for us and has extended an invitation to all society members to an open house that same evening.  Ar-
rangements will be finalized at the Society table at the show, so please check with us and let us know 
if you and any other friends or family would like to join us.  A social event like this builds lasting 
philatelic friendships and we look forward to meeting many of you at the show. 

Have you visited our website recently?  I can’t emphasize enough the wonderful job that our 
new Webmaster is doing.  The site continues to grow and we are continually adding more and more 
information.  Please take a look at http://www.hungarianphilately.org and see if you can offer any 
additions.  We hope to make it the best source of information on Hungarian philately in the philatelic 
world!  We are planning to have a computer demonstration of our website at STAMPSHOW for any-
one wishing to see it.  Stop by our table and inquire. 

The Executive Board approved a $2000.00 financial support donation towards the publication 
of a new philatelic book by long-term member and Secretary, Bob Morgan on the Inflation Era.  See 
the insert on the special, pre-publication price offered by the publisher to our members only. 

Lastly, the Executive Board again approved Life Membership awards to six of our members 
who joined in 1972.  They are 

Etienne Bodor 
Alfred F. Kugel 
Timothy J. Ryan 
Richard J. Stark 

William T. Szaraz 
Atilla Tamasy 

A certificate as well as a congratulatory letter will be issued to these members soon in recog-
nition of their dedication to the Society for so many years. 

Until next issue, I wish you the best in your philatelic activities and keep stampin'!  
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KUDOS AND WELCOME 
 
 Congratulations to our fellow SHP members for the following exhibition awards.  Al Kugel 
won the grand award, a gold medal, and the Postal History Society posthorn medal at Sandical with 
Allied Intervention in the Boxer Rebellion.  Mr. Kugel also won three awards at Ameristamp Expo: a 
vermeil medal with Kionga and the Portuguese Campaign in East Africa, a silver with British Occu-
pation of Libya, and a bronze with British Occupation of Libya.  Peter Bech of Denmark received a 
vermeil at the National Danish Exhibition with Hungary’s Inflation 19445-46. 
 Welcome to our newest member, Mr. Ernest A. Izzard of Brush, CO. 
 

 
 

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS AWARDED 
 
 The Board of Directors awarded honorary Life Memberships to the following 30-year mem-
bers of the Society for Hungarian Philately: 

Etienne Bodor 
Alfred F. Kugel 
Timothy Ryan 

Richard J. Stark 
William T. Szaraz 

Atilla Tamasy 
 Congratulations, Gentlemen! 
 

 

 

ANNOUNCING THE FIRST COMPREHENSIVE BOOK ON 
HUNGARY’S HYPERINFLATION OF 1945-46. 

 
For a Special Pre-Publication purchase offer available only to SHP members, 

see the inserted order form included with this newsletter. 
 

The book was written by SHP member Robert B. Morgan and published by the prestigious Collectors 
Club of Chicago with the cooperation of your Society for Hungarian Philately.  It is scheduled for 
shipping sometime late this summer. 

 
The book is chock-full of reference information that will be useful to both the collector who has just 
decided to collect Hungary’s Hyperinflation as well as to the advanced collector looking for hard-to-
find information.  The book is organized in an easy-to-use manner and covers all aspects of the rates 
and the postal history of this fascinating period in Hungarian philately.  All of the data is based on 
personal research, including existing published articles and personal communication with knowledge-
able experts.  The author observes that many areas of this subject still need to be researched and thus 
offers a real challenge for the reader.  The book provides a roadmap for the interested collector.  The 
motto “one picture is worth a thousand words” is taken seriously since the book contains over 300 il-
lustrations.  

 
This Special Pre-Publication purchase offer is available only to SHP members. 

 
Reserve your copy of this limited edition book now at this never-to-be-offered-again price! 
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THE PARIS FORGERIES OF THE 1919 DEBRECEN ‘HORSEMAN’ SET 
 

by Gyula Bíró 
 

/ Translated by Csaba L. Kohalmi.  The original article, dated 13 March 1964, was written in Budapest.  / 
 

 In the second half of 1919, the Debrecen postal district fell under Romanian occupation.  The 
district’s connections with the Postal Directorate of Budapest were severed and it no longer received 
new supplies of stamps and other postal documents. 
 The occupying Romanian army ordered the overprinting of all postally valid material collect-
ed in the Debrecen postal district with the Romanian insignia.  The dies used for the overprinting 
were produced in Debrecen.  Initially, a die with a double-line ellipse was tried out, but this was dis-
carded and the final die of a similar design but with a single outline for the ellipse was used.  The in-
scription inside read ZONA DE OCUPATIE 1919 ROMANA.  King Ferdinand’s ‘F’ monogram (regu-
lar view plus mirror image) appears in the middle of the design accompanied by the letters ‘P.T.T.’ 
 The available supply of the newly overprinted stamps was quickly exhausted not so much due 
postal demand but because postal employees were paid in the form of stamps, due to the lack of 
available currency. 
 At this time the decision was made to issue the so-called ‘horseman’ set, which was designed 
in Debrecen and produced using lithography.  The Romanian insignia was also applied to the series, 
except on these issues it is circular in shape. 
 The series consisted of regular postage stamps (2f to 10K), a charity issue (20f to 2K) and 
postage dues (5f to 40f).  All of the regular stamps also appeared on glazed paper.  There is one value 
that occurs only on glazed paper.  This value is the 1.20K stamp.  Certain stamps of the charity series 
were also printed on colored paper. 
 Collector interest in the so-called Hungarian occupation stamps was quite high in the 1920s 
and the 1930s, which also attracted the attention of forgers.  The ‘horseman’ series was the star of all 
of the occupation issues and became the most sought after set since it was not an overprinted variety 
but a set of original design.  Due to the intense commercial demand, an outfit in Paris counterfeited 
the entire series.  These counterfeits appeared in 1935 and were so-nearly perfect that a member of 
the Hungarian stamp expertising committee (M.J., who also happened to be stamp dealer) bought a 
quantity.  Despite the fact that the counterfeits gave the initial impression of being perfect, they still 
exhibit signs of being different from the originals and these characteristics are distinguishable. 
 First of all, I would like to list the distinguishing the deviations that are applicable to all of the 
values; then, I will analyze the characteristics that apply to the individual stamps. 

      The paper of the originals is smooth and without a glossy appear-
ance.  The paper of the forgeries is shiny and satiny in appearance.  
      The perforating pins used for the forgeries were thicker; there-
fore, they made larger holes resulting in narrower perforations on the 
stamps, which appear pointy at the ends. 
      On the original ‘horseman’ design stamps, the circular overprint-
ing appears normal and stands vertically while on the counterfeits it 
is rotated slightly.  It is interesting to note, however, that on the 
counterfeited 2f to 20f stamps, the circular overprint is properly 
aligned vertically in appearance. 
      The perforation of the originals reveals smaller holes and when 
the stamps are separated, the perforations are wider. 
      On the original /overprint die/ the letters of the circular inscrip-
tion are uneven and are especially close to the circle.  On the coun-
terfeit, they are uniformly spaced with respect to each other and are a 
little farther away from the circle.  

 
Top: Original Overprint Die (uneven lettering close to the circle, vertical 
alignment).  Arrow points to a blip inside the circle found on genuine 
stamps.  Bottom: Counterfeit Die (even lettering spaced away from the cir-
cle, rotated clockwise).  
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 The gum on the original stamps was applied by hand using a disk-shaped brush; therefore, the 
reverse side of these stamps shows parallel lines in the gum.  On the counterfeit stamps, the gum was 
applied mechanically using a roller-brush.  This gum is smooth and shiny, almost mirror-like. 

       After the description of these 
general observations, I would like to 
discuss the distinctive attributes that 
can be observed on certain stamps. 
       The 2f to 20f values depict a 
Turul-bird holding a palm branch in 
its beak.  The design also shows 
mountains, a pine forest and the 
words ‘Magyar Posta’ in an arc.  
The space underneath the bird’s 
wings is filled with designs of 
clouds. 
 
Genuine (Left), Counterfeit (Right) 5f 

Turul Flying over Pine Forest Stamp 
 

 In the design of the original stamps, the lines making up the clouds are loose and thin.  On the 
counterfeits, these lines are distinct and thicker.  The strong lines of the palm branch in the bird’s 
beak are especially noticeable.  The small decoration in front of the banner containing the Magyar 
Posta inscription is an equilateral triangle on the originals, while on the counterfeits it varies from 
plate to plate but assumes the shape of an irregular triangle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Blurry, Indistinct Palm Branch in the Turul’s Beak, Weak Lines Forming the Clouds (Genuine) 

Right: Strong, Distinct Palm Leaves and Thick Lines Forming the Clouds (Counterfeit) 
 

/Unfortunately, I was unable to scan a useable enlargement of the triangular shaped decora-
tion in front the of the MAGYAR POSTA banner.  I also had difficulty in using this characteris-
tic to distinguish between real and counterfeit stamps.  Ed./ 

 
         The 25f to 75f horseman plates also show multiple differences from the original.  There are 

several variations in the drawing.  The most noticeable identifier (and this difference exists in every 
plate) is the decorative element on the left side of the stamp immediately above the numeral of value.  
On all of the original plates, this element consists of two parts.  On the counterfeit ones, it is always 
one-piece and closes the space diagonally.  Also, on the originals the horse that is about to be lassoed 
stands out from the background; on the counterfeits, it virtually blends in with the background. 
 

/The enlargements on the next page clearly show the differences in the small decorative ele-
ments above and to the left of the numeral of value.  On genuine stamps, this element consists 
of two distinct pieces broken by a color bar in the middle.  On counterfeit ones, it is a single 
continuous design.  The same enlargements, however, fail to illustrate the author’s last com-
ment about the lassoed horse.  On the genuine stamp, the outline of the horse appears to be a 
bit more distinct than on the counterfeit one.  This characteristic also seems to vary with the 
color of the stamps; nevertheless, it doesn’t pass the muster a foolproof way of distinguishing 
the real stamps from the fake examples.  Ed./ 
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       two-piece 

decorative 
       element 

       (genuine) 
 
 
           Genuine 30f Horseman Stamp (Top); 

        Counterfeit (Bottom).  

       Note the rotated die on the bottom stamp. 
 
 
 

one-piece 
decorative 

       element 

       (counterfeit) 
 
 
  

 On the stamps depicting a 
sunrise of the Great Hungarian Plain 
(80f to 10K), the characteristic dif-
ference can be found in the letter 
‘R’ of ‘Magyar Posta.’  On the orig-
inals, the lower right stem of the let-
ter is slightly shorter than the left 
one and ends in a downward slant.  
On the counterfeits, it is even with 
the left stem and is straight horizon-
tally. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

           On genuine stamps the right stem of the letter ‘R’ is shorter 

than the left one and it is at an angle shown by the short line (exaggerated). 
      

  On counterfeit stamps, the bottom stems of the  

letter ‘R’ are both even and parallel with the short line 

 

 

 

 

Genuine (Left) and Counterfeit (Right) 80f Sunrise on the Great 

Hungarian Plain Stamps 
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 On the postage due stamps, the de-
ciding difference can be found in the design 
of the upper right ornament after the words 
‘Magyar Posta.’  On the originals, there is a 
white line running the entire length of the 
leaf ornament.  On the top, it blends in with 
the leaf color and ends in a curlicue.  On the 
counterfeits, the line runs only two-thirds 
the length of the leaf.  The green color trans-
fers from the rest of the leaf without having 
a direct connection with the white line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The charity stamps show a nurse accompanying a wounded soldier being carried on a stretch-
er.  The words ‘Segély bélyeg’ were printed separately from the Romanian indicia on the originals.  
The lower part of the ‘g’ in the inscription ‘bélyeg’ on the originals is almost always deformed.  The 
same ‘g’ on the originals shows a distinct line to the right coming out of the top loop the letter / just 
like in this Times New Roman font: g / while on the counterfeits there is just a hint of this extension 
line.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Genuine Charity Stamp (left) and Paris Forgery Pair (right).  (Note the inverted ‘e’ in ‘bélyeg’ on the left stamp 

of the pair.  This flaw is found only in the overprint of the forged stamps.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acknowledgement: 
 
/ The copy of the original article in Hungarian was provided by SHP member Charles Sandberg, who acquired it 

from György Barabás of Essen, Germany.  Mr. Barabás has done extensive research on the Debrecen II issue.  / 

 

 

 

Debrecen II Postage Due Stamps, Genuine of the Left, 

Paris Forgery on the Right. 

 

Enlarged Detail from the Postage Due Stamps. 

Arrows point to the upper ends of the ornament described 

above.  Note the open (white) upper end of the vein in the top 

image (genuine stamp), while the vein ends in a blob of color 

on the bottom (Paris forgery) stamp. 

 

 

 

Original overprint with serif on the letter ‘g’ 
 
Original overprint showing deformed bottom 

part of the letter ‘g’ 
 
Paris forgery overprint with very short serif 

Paris forgery with complete lower loop on 

the letter ‘g’ 
 
inverted ‘e’ found on Paris forgeries 
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HUNGARIAN AIRMAIL SURCHARGE RATES, 1922-1996 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 In recent articles published in The News, some of the mysteries surrounding the airmail sur-
charge rates from Hungary to Australia and to South America have been revealed because of the con-
certed efforts of several of our members (namely, in alphabetical order, Chris Brainard, Judy Ken-
nett, and Andrew Munster).  This research complemented Victor Berecz’s monumental compilation 
of Hungarian airmail history in his book, The Pioneer Period of Hungarian Airmail.  Still, I was 
left to wonder, exactly how much do we know about the accurate airmail surcharges that were appli-
cable in the 70-year period that I bracketed in the headline? 
 I looked for answers in the standard reference books, A magyar bélyegek monográfiája / 
The Monograph of Hungarian Stamps and A magyar bélyegek kézikönyve / The Handbook of 
Hungarian Stamps.  The information in the monograph was scattered amidst the text in several sec-
tions.  The handbook pulled the information together; but, unfortunately, it basically reproduced the 
data from the previous reference, made some corrections to it, and expanded it to the 1980s 
timeframe.  Admittedly, the applicable airmail surcharges were complicated calculations based on 
regulations that were adjusted frequently and independently of across-the-board postal rate changes.  
Compounding the problems, the weight increments, most of the time, were different from the weight 
increments for the basic item that was being mailed.  The treaty vs. non-treaty rate status of destina-
tion countries was in a constant state of flux driven by the political realities of the times.  Also, the 
evolution of aircraft technology contributed to the need for the constant changes.  Last but not least, 
postal clerks made plenty of calculation errors in figuring out the frankings because of misinterpreta-
tion of the regulations as well as faulty arithmetic.  I thought it would be fitting in the 100th anniver-
sary year of manned flight to pull all of the previously published data together in a table. 
 I did not want to make the table any more complex than it already was becoming by adding 
specialty surcharges into it.  So, I left out the inaugural airmail services of 1918, 1920-21, the Zeppe-
lin frankings, and the domestic Hungarian commemorative (philatelic) flights that charged one-time 
fees for the air service.  Regular commercial domestic air service in Hungary was extremely limited, 
and only two rates (4f in 1930 and 10f in 1946) were ever defined for it.  (Theoretically, air parcel 
service existed in the 1930s with established surcharges, but air parcel cards are extremely rare.)  I 
also omitted the complex airmail rates which were in effect for the last three months of the Second 
Inflation that were so aptly documented in the series of articles by authored by Robert B. Morgan 
and Dr. Paul J. Szilagyi. 
 The most accurately documented era seems to be the korona-currency years of 1922 to 1926.  
Airmail service at that time was limited to Europe and the Middle East and to the cities served by the 
various start-up foreign air companies.  Obviously, transatlantic airmail service was not available un-
til aircraft (and airship) technology matured to accommodate it in the second half of the 1930s. 
 To recap briefly, Hungarian postage tariffs for airmail letters were calculated using the appli-
cable postage rate by weight increment for the piece (i.e., domestic or foreign letter, postcard, printed 
matter), adding the charges for any special services (i.e., registration, special delivery) and then top-
ping it off with the applicable airmail surcharge, again by weight and country of destination.  As I 
stated before, the weight increment for the basic postage and the weight increment used in the calcu-
lation of the airmail surcharge were oftentimes different.  This basic system is still in effect today.  
(Also, in the years 1922 through 1926, the express service charge was obligatory for airmail.) 

 
BASIC AIRMAIL SURCHARGE RATES, 1922-1946 

 
 Domestic Foreign 

  Letter 1 Postcard Express   South America 2 Australia 2 

1922.6.22  12K -- 12K      

1922.7.28  12K 8K “      

1922.9.15  24K 14K 24K      

1922.10.5  100K 60K 100K      

1923.4.16  200K 120K 200K      



The News of Hungarian Philately 

  8  April-June 2003 

 Domestic  Foreign 

  Letter 1 Postcard Express   South America 2 Australia 2 

1923.7.1  500K 300K 500K      

1923.8.13  1000K 600K 1000K      

1923.10.1  1600K 1000K 1600K      

1924.1.1  2800K 1600K 2800K      

1924.2.21  5000K 3000K 5000K      

1924.4.11  8000K 4800K 8000K      

1924.6.1  10000K 6000K 10000K      

1925.10.1  10000K 5000K “      

1926.4.1  10000K 5000K 80f domestic rates stated in pengö-fillér currency 

1926.5.17  5000K 2500K -- compulsory express fee ended 

1927.1.1  40f 20f --      

   

Zone I 1, 3 

 

 

Zone II 1,4 

 

Zone III 1,5 

 

Zone IV 1,6 

 

Zone V 1,7 

 

Brazil2 

Argentina 

and 

other2 

 

1928.4.24  16f 32f 64f 80f 2P 8.92P 10.60P  

1930.4.15 4f “ “ “ “ “ “ “  

    Russia / 

Asia 1 

USA / 

Canada 1 

Catapult 

mail 1 

   

1931.7.7 “ “ “ see below 
8 

1,15P 1.10P 3.71P 4.05P  

1932.7.1 “ “ 9 “ 10 “ 11 “ “ 2.24P 2.66P  

  European 

treaty 

countries 12 

European 

non-treaty 

countries 13 

Asian 

Russia, 

China, 

Japan 

USA, 

Canada, 

Mexico 

    

1935.1.1 “ 16f 16f   “ “ “  

1935.4.10 “ “ “ 64f 1 2P 1 “ “ “  

1936.3.1 “ 20f 20f “ 80f 2 -- “ “  

1936 ? “ “ “ “ “ other 3P 3.50P 1.40P 

1938 ? –
1941  

“ “ 
(thru 1944) 

“ 
(thru 1944) 

“ “ 
14 14 15 

2.80P 3.30P 
 

“  

* * * 

1946.5.1 none Second Inflation: special foreign airmail surcharges in effect through 31 July 1946 

1946.8.1 10f 40f  per 10gm to all European countries 
 

1  Rate per 20gm weight increment. 
2  Rate per 5gm weight increment. 
3  Austria, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Germany, Romania, Switzerland, Kingdom of SHS. 
4  Other European countries not in Zones I and III. 
5  Russia and mail to Japan, China and Persia sent through by air between Budapest and Moscow. 
6  Mesopotamia and India via Cairo-Baghdad-Basra. 
7  USA, Mexico, Canada and Cuba sent by air to a port in Europe and then by surface (ship) mail to America. 
8  Russia (Moscow + Leningrad): 40f; other destinations in Russia: 80f, 
   Asian Russia and Afghanistan: 1,40P; Japan and countries beyond China: 1,70P, 
   China: 2,50P; Mongolia: 1,50P; Persia: 1,80P. 
9  Added Greece to the list of countries in 3 above. 
10  CIGNA envelope from 1933 quotes rate to Poland at 24f. 
11  CIGNA envelope from 1933 quotes rate to Russia at 46f. 
12 Austria, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Jugoslavia, Germany, Romania, Switzerland; per 20gm weight.   
    Slovakia (1939), Croatia, Italy/Colonies/Vatican City (1940), France, Luxembourg (1941), Finland (1942), Albania, 
    Denmark, Holland, Norway, San Marino (Italian Colonies dropped) (1943), were added as treaty-rate countries. 
13 All other European countries, per 10gm weight. 
14 From covers in my collection, the rate per 5gm to Palestine (Middle East) was 70f; to South Africa, 1,80P. 
15 From the illustration found on p. 6-8 of Vic Berecz’s book, the surcharge to New Zealand was 1,70 / 5gm in  
    1941.  Judy Kennett provided covers with the rate of 1,40 / 5gm from 1938-39 and 1,70P / 5gm from 1940. 
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 Needless to say, there are plenty of ‘holes’ in the above table as well as opportunities to ex-
panding the data.  There is a lot of the information that continues to be gleaned from examining mate-
rial being offered for sale on the Internet e-Bay auction site.  The CIGNA envelope mentioned in 
footnotes 10 and 11 is a good example of source data.  Unfortunately, the scan I downloaded is too poor 
in quality to reproduce here.  The same is true for airmail letters sent to out-of-the-postal-mainstream 
destination countries.  Footnotes 14 and 15 document the existence of different discrete rates for coun-
ties such as South Africa and New Zealand.  I am sure there were other rates that will eventually be 
documented when and if flown covers turn up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RRR 

 

 

 
 As a parallel exercise, I researched the airmail surcharge rates on covers from Hungary to the 
United States in the forint-era.  I thought that the task would be easy given the abundance of available 
material.  It was not the case.  The information from the handbook was contradicted by the frankings 
and the occasional handwritten annotations (weight, postage tally) found on some covers.  Out of 
frustration, I abandoned the project for about six months.  When I returned to it, I found comfort in 
admitting the fact that the information in the handbook was sketchy at best, wrong at worst. 
 The discrepancies can be classified into two categories: effectivity date and basic weight in-
crement.  In the ‘Info from the Handbook’ column I listed whether the airmail surcharge found on 
contemporary covers agreed with the listing in the handbook or not.  As recently as 1968, the weight 
increment stated in the handbook seems to be wrong with respect to actual flown covers.  In addition, 
several rate adjustments were not mentioned at all. 

 
TABLE OF AIRMAIL SURCHARGE RATES FROM HUNGARY TO THE U.S., 1946 - 1996 

 
Effective Foreign Let-

ter Rate up to 
20gm 

Each addi-
tional 20gm 
increment 

Postcard 
Rate 

Registra-
tion 

Info from 
the 

Hand-
book 

Airmail Sur-
charge 

1946.8.1. 1Ft 0,60Ft 0,60Ft 2Ft OK 2Ft  
(for each 5gm 
increment) 

1947.2.1. 
/?/ (see  
Fig. 2.) 

“ “ “ “ effective 
end of 
1947 

1Ft  
(for each 5gm 
increment) 

1953.1.1. 
(see  
Fig. 3.) 

“ “ “ “ 1,60Ft  
(for each 
10gm in-
crement) 1 

1Ft  
(for each 5gm 
increment) 

  

Figure 1.  Repaired airmail cover posted 4 Feb 1939 at Budapest 20 Repülötér addressed to Canberra, 
Australia, redirected to Sydney on the afternoon of 14 Feb 1939.  Arrived at Sydney William St. Post Office 

at 6AM on 15 February.  Damaged seams were repaired with postage stamp selvage and ‘Officially 
Sealed’ label added obscuring the sender’s address.  The second weight class (35gm letter) was franked 

with 10,40P postage paying the foreign letter rate of 40f + 20f plus 7 x 1,40P airmail surcharge (1,40P per 
5gm).  The heavy enclosures probably contributed to the damage.  Submitted by Judy Kennett. 
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Effective Foreign Let-
ter Rate up to 

20gm 

Each addi-
tional 20gm 
increment 

Postcard 
Rate 

Registra-
tion 

Info from 
the 

Hand-
book 

Airmail Sur-
charge 

1954.7.1. 
/?/ (see  
Fig. 4.) 

1Ft 0,60Ft 0,60Ft 2Ft OK 1,60Ft  
(for each 10gm 
increment) 

1957  
/?/ (see  
Fig. 5.) 

“ “ “ “ not men-
tioned 

1,60Ft  
(for each 5gm 
increment)2 

1964.1.1. “ “ “ “ OK 2Ft  
(for each 5gm 
increment) 

1968.11.15. 
(see  
Fig. 6.) 

3Ft 2Ft 2Ft 4Ft not men-
tioned 

2,40Ft  
(for each 5gm 
increment)3 

1971.7.1 “ 8Ft (up to 
100gm) 

“ “ OK 2,40Ft (for each 
10gm increment) 

1976.1.5. 4Ft 10Ft (up to 
100gm) 

3Ft 5Ft OK “ 

1981.9.1. 
(see  
Fig. 7.) 

8Ft 20Ft (up to 
100gm) 

5Ft “ not men-
tioned 

2Ft  
(for each 10gm 
increment) 4 

1982.7.1. 
(see  
Fig. 8.) 

“ “ (up to 100gm 
for all subse-
quent entries) 

“ “ 2Ft 
(for each 
10gm in-
crement) 

 
“ 5 

1985.1.21. “ “ “ 6Ft --- “  

1987.6.15. 10Ft 20Ft 8Ft 6Ft --- “ 

1989.2.1. 15Ft 30Ft 10Ft 8Ft --- “ 

1990.1.8. 20Ft 40Ft 14Ft 10Ft --- “ 

1991.1.14. 30Ft 60Ft 20Ft 15Ft --- “ 

1992.2.1. 40Ft 80Ft 30Ft 20Ft --- 4Ft  

1993.1.1. 45Ft 90Ft 30Ft 27Ft --- 5Ft  

1994.1.1. 50Ft 100Ft 35Ft 32Ft --- 6Ft  

1995.1.1. 60Ft 120Ft 40Ft 38Ft --- 7Ft  

1996.1.1. 80Ft 160Ft 60Ft 100Ft --- 10Ft  
 
1  The surcharge to Canada was 1,40Ft per 5gm. 
2   The handbook stated that the rate was in effect 1953.01.01 at the introduction of the uniform postage rates for 
Europe.  Postally used covers contradict this. 
3  The handbook does not mention this rate, but it is evident from postally used covers that a 5gh weight incre-
ment was in effect. 
4  This rate is not mentioned in the handbook but can be verified from postally used covers. 
5  The handbook stated the effective date of 1982.7.1, but earlier postally used covers exist.  
 
 As with the pre-World War II rates, the forint era presents the same challenges not just to the 
US but also to all foreign destinations.  European rates were adjusted on 15 January 1951 with at least 
four different rates going into effect based on the destination country.  On 1 January 1953, the Euro-
pean airmail surcharge was made uniform (30f per 10gm) to all countries.  The surcharges to destina-
tions outside of Europe continued to vary by country until uniform rates based on the continent of 
destination were introduced in 1964.  The next integration of airmail surcharges into a uniform rate 
came on 1 July 1982 with the introduction of a single, worldwide surcharge of 2Ft per 10gm.  The 
worldwide single rate is still in effect. 

Airmail to Asia, Africa, Australia, New Zealand, the Caribbean, Central and South America 
was surcharged according to a different, as yet poorly documented rate structure.  Researching these 
rates presents still another opportunity for our members especially those who reside Down Under and 
have a better access to flown material.                     /Article continued on page 15./
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Figure 2.  2Ft Airmail Cover Weighing 4gm 

Posted 15 February 1947 Demonstrating the Use 
of the 1Ft per 5gm Airmail Surcharge Early in 

1947. 
(Foreign letter: 1Ft, Airmail surcharge: 1Ft) 

Figure 3.  5Ft Registered Airmail Cover Posted 9 
June 1954 Demonstrating that the 1Ft per 5gm 

Airmail Surcharge Was Still in Effect in Mid-1954.  
(Foreign letter: 1Ft, Registration: 2Ft, Airmail sur-

charge up to 10gm: 2 x 1Ft) 

 

Figure 4.  Airmail Cover Posted 22 Aug. 1954 at 
the Airmail Surcharge Rate of 1,60Ft per 10gm. 
(Franking : 4,20Ft; Foreign letter: 1Ft, Airmail 

surcharge up to 20gm: 2 x 1,60Ft) 

 

Figure 5.  20gm Airmail Cover Posted 16 Nov. 
1957 Demonstrating the Airmail Surcharge Rate 
of 1,60Ft per 5gm.  (Franking: 11,40Ft; Foreign 
letter: 1Ft, Registration: 2Ft, Express: 2Ft, Air-

mail Surcharge: 4 x 1,60Ft) 

 
 

Figure 6.  9gm Airmail Cover Posted 15 April 
1969 Demonstrating the Airmail Surcharge Rate 
of 2,40Ft per 5gm.  (Franking: 7,80Ft; foreign 

letter: 3Ft, Airmail surcharge: 2 x 2,40Ft).  Inset: 
40f stamp from reverse side. 

Figure 7.  Airmail Cover Posted 10 October 1981 
Demonstrating the Airmail Surcharge Rate of 2Ft 
per 10gm.  (Franking: 18Ft; Foreign Letter: 8Ft, 

Express: 8Ft, Airmail Surcharge: 2Ft) 
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JOURNEYS TO THE NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES 

 
by Judy Kennett 

 
Whenever I look at my older Hungarian covers and cards, I’m reminded how much of the 

correspondence to foreign countries in the 19th and 20th centuries was carried on between stamp 
dealers and collectors.  Of course, in those days it was possible to be a ‘worldwide stamp collector.’  
Picture postcard exchange and correspondence clubs also flourished at that time, and examples from 
these also turn up.  This was also the time when Esperanto, an artificial language designed to facilitate 
communication between peoples who spoke different languages, was enjoying its greatest popularity. 

These covers and cards often traveled long distances by different modes of transport; and, on 
occasion, passed from one postal administration to another.  Sea mail to the Netherlands East Indies 
(NEI), present day Indonesia, fell into this category, as my examples will show. 

Figure 1 shows one of 
my earliest Hungarian acqui-
sitions.  Even as a new collec-
tor, I decided that the volume 
of mail from Hungary to the 
NEI in 1896 would not have 
been great, and that it was 
likely that not much had sur-
vived.  It has taken me many 
years of searching to find the 
other examples.  This 2kr 
postal stationery card was up-
rated with a 3kr envelope ad-
hesive (colored figure), and 
posted in Fiume on 9 October 
1896.  The message was in 
German, and the writer was 
asking for a stamp price list to 
be sent to him! 

 

 

Figure 8.  Airmail Cover Posted 20 December 
1982 Demonstrating the Airmail Surcharge Rate 
of 2Ft per 10gm.  (Franking: 10Ft; Foreign Let-
ter: 8Ft, Airmail Surcharge: 2Ft).  /The address-

ee, the late Rev. Stephen Vrabely, was a long-time 
member of SHP./ 

 

Figure 1.  Postal Card from Fiume to Sumatra 
by Way of Penang in 1896. 
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The marking below the stamp design shows that the card had reached Penang, an important 
trading center on an island off the western coast of the Malay Peninsula.  Penang was a major port-of-
call for the passenger steamers of the British Peninsula and Orient Line (P&O).  They had regular 
contracts to carry mail from Europe to the East, including Australia.  Mails from Eastern and Central 
Europe were customarily picked up at Brindisi, in Italy.  Mails intended for loading at Brindisi were 
carried by train, for this was the era of railway transportation. 

During the sea voyage, and on landing at Penang, the card would have been under the control 
of the British postal system.  The circular marking ‘POSTAGENT PENANG 1-11-1896’ shows that 
on that day it was passed to the NEI system.  A now-deceased friend of Netherlands origin, a very 
keen and experienced philatelist, verified this marking, and informed me that examples of it were not 
often found.  The last marking shows that the card reached Medan in Sumatra on 3-11-1896.  This 
town seems to have been a substantial one in the west of the island.  Its name is now spelled Madan.  

The picture postcard in Figure 2 is an example of correspondence from one of the clubs (ini-
tials C.C.C.) that I mentioned earlier.  (I have other examples from the same group sent to members in 
Australia.)  C.C.C. sent one another messages consisting of short lists of female names.  This card, 
with a view of Andrássy utca, was posted at Budapest 72 on 22 April 1911 (the stamp is on the view 
side).  After a journey by train to Brindisi and another by sea probably in a ship of P&O Line, it 
reached Singapore on 19 May 1911.  It was probably transferred to the NEI postal system there, 
though there is no marking to demonstrate that.  It would have completed the journey to the island of 
Borneo by ship.  This large island is now called Kalimantan. 

The card was addressed to a town there, and it seems that the sender had mis-spelled the 
name, for a correction was made in purple and a small straight-line marking in black was applied up-
side down above the addressee’s name.  However, it appears that the lady was no longer there, for the 
town name was crossed out in red, and ‘Soerabaia’ written above it.  The word ‘Borneo’ was crossed 
out in purple.  Surabaja, as it was later spelled, is on the island of Java.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.  Picture Postcard to Borneo, Re-directed to Soerabaia in 1911. 

 
My third example, shown in Figure 3, is from a much later period and was sent out by a 

stamp and collectables dealer.  The cover was franked with a strip of 6 x 1-fillér stamps from the de-
finitive issue of 1939 and was posted in Tiszafüred on 27 February 1940.  It was addressed to Medan 
in Sumatra.  I am assuming the envelope contained a price list and that the 6-fillér was the correct 
franking for printed matter.  At the top of the envelope, in German, is a request for a neat, philatelic 
cancellation on the stamps, which seems very quaint and optimistic in these days of heavy, untidy 
cancellations that regularly ruin used stamps for collectors!  There are three tidy impressions of the 
Tiszafüred cds on the strip. 

There is no receiving mark, but the triangular cachet ‘PASSED FOR TRANSMISSION 
SINGAPORE 11’ in purple indicates that the cover had reached that port, and it may also show that 
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the cover was passed to the NEI postal system for dispatch to Sumatra.  Although Great Britain was at 
war with Germany by this time, it had not yet declared war on Hungary (this did not happen until 5 
December 1941), and there was no reason at this time for mails from Hungary to be opened and in-
spected.  The cover shows no signs of having been opened. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3.  Printed Matter Cover to Sumatra 1940. 

 
The fourth example, 

shown in Figure 4, is intended 
to provide a little local color.  
It’s a picture postcard of a large 
building in Medan that, accord-
ing to the caption, must be the 
post office.  The sender, who 
was a member of one of the 
correspondence clubs, had pre-
pared the card for posting, but 
omitted to put the stamp on the 
picture side.  It was addressed 
to a lady in Sydney, Australia, 
and the message is in a numeri-
cal code.  Fortunately it is dat-
ed, 20/9/34.  The blotch in the 
top right hand corner indicates 
that the  card  was  placed 

on top of a wet cds impression, but that is the only sign that it went through the post.  I bought the 
card in Australia.  The card really has nothing to do with Hungary, but I wanted to include the picture 
because two of the items above would have passed through this post office. 

Stamp dealers, collectors, and members of correspondence and exchange clubs were great us-
ers of the postal systems of the world in times past.  It seems that the desire for speedier communica-
tions has taken much of this trade away from the post into the electronic realm, into the Internet and 
email.  Now we have facilities like eBay for the sale of philatelic materials, and email for sending 
messages across the globe to family, friends, and prospective customers. 
 

 

 

Figure 4.  Postcard to Australia 1934. 
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A RATE STUDY OF HUNGARIAN AIRMAlL DURING WORLD WAR II. 
 

by Andrew M. Munster 
 

The airmail rates of Hungary in the period leading up to World War II and immediately af-
terwards during the hyperinflation era of 1945-46 are well known.  This is not the case with rates 
charged during the war.  Some basic information is available on the official rates in the A magyar bé-
lyegek monográfiája / The Monograph of Hungarian Stamps.  Other information on air rates is 
found in the A magyar bélyegek kézikönyve / The Handbook of Hungarian Stamps.  In his classic 
work on Hungarian airmails, The Pioneer Period of Hungarian Airmail, Vic Berecz shows some 
examples of wartime covers, but it’s more in the way of encouraging research than a systematic re-
view.  In his massive and scholarly book on wartime airmail services, Boyle states that rates for Hun-
gary were "not available" to him. 

Much of what material is available simply does not match whatever rate structure one might 
derive from the above sources.  In fact, further difficulties are created by available material, since it is 
easy enough to create fakes by simply affixing a LÉGIPOSTA (AIRMAIL) label to a cover carried by 
regular mail; and unfortunately, a number of these items have been noted at auctions. 

This study is based on the available literature and on postally used material.  To qualify for 
consideration, a cover has to meet at least two, preferably more, criteria, namely: (1) the LÉ-
GIPOSTA label shows evidence of being affixed at the time of posting, e.g. by being partially cov-
ered by a censor stripe, a circular date stamp or a registration label; (2) the letter is posted at or trans-
its Budapest P.O. number 72, which was responsible for airmail; (3) the CDS contains the word LÉ-
GIPOSTA; (4) there is an airmail or airport arrival mark; and, (5) the rate paid corresponds with ei-
ther the regulations or the rate structure which will be proposed here supported by other, similar co-
vers. 

As the war progressed, there was increasing bias in postal rates favoring the treaty countries, 
i.e., those politically allied with Germany.  The rates to Germany were the lowest.  Next, mail to 
countries occupied by Germany or joined the treaty were lowered, such as Italy and all its colonies 
and the Vatican City.  Rates to non-treaty countries either stayed the same as in the prewar years or 
were sharply raised.  It is possible to illustrate this progression with the existing Postal Regulations of 
the time.  Table I shows the basic published letter rates 1940 to 1943.   

 
TABLE I.  BASIC FOREIGN LETTER RATE (up to 20 gm) 

 
REGULATION # Effective Date Treaty Rate Non-treaty Rate 

PRT 1940 #7   13 Feb 1940 32 f 40f 

PRT 1941 #44 15 Sep 1941 40f 50f 

PRT 1942 #29 1 July 1942 20f 50f 

PRT 1943 #10   1 March 1943 20f 50f 

PRT 1943 #17     1 April 1943 20f/30f* 50f 

PRT 1943 #32 1 July 1943 30f 50f 
 

* 30f rate applied to Slovakia, others remained at 20f. 
 

Note: the treaty rate countries included Germany, Czech Republic, Bohemia-Moravia, Po-
land, Italy and Colonies, Slovakia, the Vatican (1940); Croatia (1942); Albania, Bulgaria, Denmark, 
Norway, Romania, and San Marino were added in 1943. 

There is less available information for air rates after 1935-1936.  At that time, the air rate for 
Europe was 20f per 20gm for treaty countries and 20f per 10gm for non-treaty countries.  Overseas 
air rates were set at 64f per 20gm to Asia and the Far East, 2P per 20gm for transatlantic mail.  Some 
time in 1939, air rates to the U.S. and Canada were raised to 80f per 5gm, while rates to South Amer-
ica, Australia and New Zealand remained the same.  For treaty states, rates varied somewhat but were 
always substantially lower than for non-treaty, with Germany having the lowest rate.  From time to 
time, no air rate was charged at all.  This seems to be true particularly for letters franked exclusively 
with the István Horthy mourning stamps. 
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The following list illustrates some relevant dates between 1938 and 1946 to show the possible in-
terrelationships between military/political events and airmail rates. 

 20 May 1938  Clipper series introduced for trans-Atlantic service (northern & 
southern route) 

 1 September 1939 Germany invades Poland 
 3 September 1939 England and France Declared war on Germany 
 17 September 1939 –  

22 June 1940  Germany invades the Baltics, France, Yugoslavia and Greece 
 4 June 1940  Censorship of mail begins in Hungary but remains erratic 
 20 November 1940 Hungary signs the Tripartite Pact with Germany 
 21 June 1941  Hungary enters World War II 
 7 December 1941 Japan attacks the United States at Pearl Harbor 
 12 December 1941 Hungary declares was on the U.S., all mail service to the U.S. ceases 
 19 March 1941  German troops occupy Hungary 
 4 October 1944  Deutsche Luft Hansa ceases operations in Hungary 
 1 May 1946  Airmail service from Hungary resumes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Figure 1.  35 gm Letter to the U.S. Posted 27 June 
1939.  Total franking: 6P70f (foreign letter rate 

40f + 20f, airmail surcharge 7 x 80f (80f per 5gm), 
registration 50f).  Reverse side shows the calcula-

tion: 5.60,60,50 / 6.70 and a CDS marked 
REPÜLÖTÉR (Airport). 

 

Figure 2.  1940 Postcard to the U.S.   
Total Franking: 1P ( foreign postcard rate: 20f, airmail 

surcharge: 80f).  

 

Figure 3.  1940 Letter to the U.S. posted at Bu-
dapest with CDS inscribed "LÉGIPOSTA BU-

DAPEST 72".  Total franking 1P70f (foreign let-
ter rate: 40f, airmail surcharge: 80f, registra-

tion: 50f). 
 

Figure 4.  1941 Letter to the U.S. Posted in a 
Letter Collection Box (LEVÉLSZE-

KRÉNYBÖL).  Total franking: 1P20f (foreign 
letter rate: 40f, airmail surcharge: 80f). 

 

  



The News of Hungarian Philately 

 April-June 2003  21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References: 
Berecz, Victor, Jr., The Pioneer Period of Hungarian Airmail,  

The American Air Mail Society, Mineola, NY, 1996. 
Boyle, Thomas H., Junior, Airmail Operations During World War II,  

The American Air Mail Society, Mineola, NY, 1998. 
Munster, Andrew M., M.D., Air Mail Rates to South America in the 1930s,  

The News of Hungarian Philately, Jan-Mar 2002. 
Surányi, László, et al., A magyar bélyegek monográfiája, Vol. IV, Mabéosz, Budapest, 1971. 
Surányi, László; Visnyovszki, Gábor, A magyar bélyegek kézikönyve, Gondolat, Budapest, 1986. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5.  1943 Cover to Spain Posted at Buda-
pest P.O. #72.  The airmail label is overlapped 

by a censorship strip.  The reverse shows a Cor-
reio Aereo arrival handstamp in Barcelona and 

the final arrival mark from Madrid.  There is 
dual Hungarian and Spanish censorship. Total 
franking: 70f (foreign letter rate 30f /effective 1 

July 1943/, airmail surcharge: 2 x 20f). 

 

Figure 6.  1942 Letter to Germany.  Total 
franking: 40f  (treaty rate foreign letter: 20f, 

airmail surcharge: 20f). 

 

 

 

Figure 7.  1943 Official (therefore, uncensored) 
30gm Express Letter to Switzerland.  Total frank-
ing: 2P20f (foreign letter rate: 40f + 20f, airmail 

surcharge: 3 x 20f, express fee 1 P). 

 

Figure 8.   Philatelic in Appearance, but Correctly Franked 1944 Printed Matter to Sweden.  Note 
the hand written “Nyomtatvány/Impr.=Printed Matter” inscription. Total franking: 1P02f (foreign 

printed matter rate: 12f, airmail surcharge: 20f, registration: 70f). 
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THE EDITOR’S NOTES 
 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 The winter issue of the Austria magazine related the little-known story of Austro-Hungarian 
prisoners of war in Japan during World War I.  Seven officers and 288 crewmen of the naval vessel 
SMS Kaiserin Elisabeth were captured in 1914 at Tsingtau.  The POWs were held captive, along 
with numerous German POWs, at nine camps in Japan.  Mail from all of these camps, while scarce, is 
known to exist.  The non-Austrian and non-Hungarian members of the crew, who, I assume, were 
mostly ethnic Croatians, were repatriated in 1919.  The remaining Austrians and Hungarians were not 
shipped home until March 1920. 
 The January 2003 edition of the Cinderella Philatelist, published in Suffolk, England, re-
printed my article, Semantics: ‘Occupation’ vs. ‘Local’ Issues of 1918-1921, from the Jul-Sep 2002 
issue of The News.  Mr.Fabio Vaccarezza is the section editor of the publication for locals of the 
world.  He illustrated the reprint with wonderful examples of stamps from his collection.  The April 
2003 issue of the same publication carried a very scholarly article by Dr. Mircea Dragoteanu (who is 
known as Dr. Drag by our e-Bay user members) titled The Postal Stationery in Northern Transylva-
nia (Romania) during the Soviet Administration November 1944 – March?April 1945.  If anyone 
would like a copy of this article, please send me $1 to cover the cost of photocopying and postage. 
 The March 2003 issue of Bélyegvilág published a review of our journal’s October-December 
2002 edition.  Mr. Dezsö Soóky highlighted three articles, the first one dealing with the plating of the 
Hazádnak rendületlenül Sopron overprint; the second, the writeup of the Sopron plebiscite cover 
from 1921; and third, the Hungarica primer listing the numerous Hungarian-related topical issues 
from around the world.  It’s interesting to note that the same Bélyegvilág published László Gulyás’s 
article on the apartment petition revenue stamps that The News published in English earlier in the 
October-December 2002 issue. 
 Bob Jensen sent along several clipping as well as a copy of an article from the Military 
Postal History Society Bulletin, Winter 2003 issue.  The article was written by SHP member Alfred 
F. Kugel and was titled, Austro-Hungarian Naval Aviation on the Adriatic.  Mr. Kugel related the 
‘off-the-beaten-track’ story of the military exploits of a small number of Austro-Hungarian seaplanes 
along the Adriatic during World War I. 
 The April 2003 issue of the Magyar News, published in Bridgeport, CT, was sent by Tom 
Phillips.  The front page carried an article by Editor Joseph Balogh about the American utilization of 
the former Soviet military airbase near the small village of Taszár in southwestern Hungary.  Readers 
may remember that Taszár was used by the Americans as a forward NATO base during the pacifica-
tion of the civil wars in Bosnia.  Later, it served as a reconnaissance post during the bombing of 
rump-Jugoslavia related to its Kosovo occupation.  Recently, the base at Taszár was used to train ex-
ile Iraqi forces to assist the coalition military in ousting Sadam Hussein.  About 3000 military trainees 
passed through the base.  The Hungarian public voiced strong opposition against the government’s 
permission for this utilization of the base. 
 The April 2003 issue of the American Philatelist highlighted our Society’s website, 
www.hungarianhphilately.com.  Columnist Michael Mills humorously noted that the site featured an 
English-Hungarian dictionary that was bound to be better than the one featured in the BBC’s Monty 
Phyton’s Flying Circus skit from the late 1960s.  Being familiar with it, I laughed! 
 Because of the preponderance of airmail articles, I’ve dedicated this issue to the centenary of 
manned flight.  The Austrian part of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy earned the honor of establishing 
the world’s first international airmail route on 1 April 1918.  The inaugural route connected Vienna 
and Kiev in the Ukraine by way of Cracow and Lemberg/Lviv.  The aircraft chugged along at the 
breakneck speed of 75mph and flew the 750-mile route only during daylight hours.  The Budapest-
Vienna leg was incorporated into the route on 4 July 1918; but, because of light utilization, it lasted a 
mere three weeks.  Despite the wartime austerity in the closing months of World War I, the Austrians 
maintained the Vienna-Cracow-Lemberg route until 15 October 1918.  Flights between Lemberg and 
Kiev continued until the signing of the Armistice in November.  (As a point of reference, America’s 
first airmail service between Washington, Philadelphia, and New York began on 15 May 1918.) 
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 Judy Kennett’s cover shown on page 9 is an excellent example of how such letters help to 
test the assumptions about the airmail surcharges of the time.  Judy wrote that this was the highest 
airmail franking to Australia that she had encountered to date; and, despite its faults, it is a great fa-
vorite of hers.  Judy also provided the data for the two identifiable rates to New Zealand. 
 This issue also carries two important articles about the Debrecen II occupation issues of orig-
inal design.  Anthony Muller researched the characteristics of the original stamps vs. the counterfeit 
ones independently from the information contained in the Bíró article.  While I’ve found some of the 
information described by Mr. Bíró to be quite useful, a great preponderance of the description was 
confusing without accompanying illustrations.  I tried to compensate for this.  At the same time (great 
minds think alike) Anthony approached the subject from a different, yet complementary perspective.  
He is to be commended for supplying (at his own expense) the color pages found in the middle of this 
issue.  Congratulations for research well done as well as thank you for the donation to improving the 
quality of our newsletter, Anthony! 
 Last but not least, Chris Brainard’s latest discovery of a new occupation overprint variety 
debuts in the article below.   

 
 
 

1919 OCCUPATION OF BUDAPEST LOCAL OVERPRINTS 
 

by Chris Brainard 
 

After examining available stamps from this issue, I have identified that two types of numerals 
were used to make up the ‘1919’ date.  I observed these two types of numerals on three of the over-
print layouts:  

1) Karl - Zita and Harvester Magyar Posta stamps. 
2) Harvester stamps with KÖZTÁRSASÁG overprints. 
3) Postage due stamps. 
The Type I numerals appear slightly smaller than Type II numerals.  On the Type I overprint, 

the 9s are much narrower and their loops are egg-shaped.  On the Type II overprint, the numerals ap-
pear slightly larger with the 9's noticeable wider.  The loops of the 9s are also circular in shape. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type I Numerals    Type II Numerals 
 

Also on this issue, I’ve found a plate variety on the overprint used for postage due stamps.  In 
the word Occupaţiunea, there is a gap of approximately 0.5 mm between the letters ‘n’ and ‘e’ leav-
ing the last two letters ‘ea’ distanced from the rest of the word. 
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2003 NEW ISSUES 
 

Issued 12 February 2003 
 

Great Hungarians 
 
Face value: HUF 32, 40, 60.  Size: 40 x 30mm. 
Designer: Dániel Kertész.  The stamps show the portraits of mathematician and computer pioneer 
János Von Neuman, botanist Rezsö Soó, and electrical engineer Károly Zipernowsky.  Due to an 
error, the portrait on the stamp supposed to depict Rezsö Soó is really that of Miklós Újvárosi.  To 
date, the Hungarian Post has not decided whether to issue a corrected design. 
Technical data: Printed in sheets of 50 using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in an edition of 
300,000 sets. 
 

Porcelain Art of Herend 
 
Face value: HUF 600 (four HUF 150 stamps printed in a small sheet).  Stamp size: 26.7 x 40mm, 
sheet size: 138 x 70mm. 
Designer: Eszter Döme.  The designs show examples of Herend porcelain pieces. 
Technical data: Printed using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in an edition of 300,000 sheets. 
 

Issued 15 February 2003 
 

In Memoriam Second Hungarian Royal Army 
 
Face value: HUF 40.  Size: 48.6 x 33.8mm. 
Designer: György Pálfi.  The design depicts the retreat of the Hungarian Army from the Don Front. 
Technical data:  Printed in sheets of 25 using offset by the State Printing Office, Ltd. in an edition of 
300,000 stamps. 
 

 
 

HUNGARICA FROM ARGENTINA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commemorative Cover for the Argentine-Hungarian Stamp Exhibition, 12 October 1959. 
 
 
 

WANTED: Any and all material dealing with the Hungarian Gendarmerie (Csendörség) such as 
mailing labels, picture post cards, post cards, covers, cancellations, documents, photos, Gendarmerie 
addresses and addressees, anything and everything.  Call, write or e-mail: Zoltán Körössy, 11227 
Woodson Ave., Kensington, MD 20895 USA.  Tel: (301) 946-2414; e-mail: zoltan@korossy.org.

 



The News of Hungarian Philately 

  

HUNGARIAN STAMPS FOR SALE 
Different and unusual items seldom offered for sale - net priced from $50 to $5000 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A VIEW IN FULL COLOR AT:      www.northstamp.com 
 

Little Gems of Hungary 
 

Austria & Hungary Naval Covers 

Hungary Philatelic Literature 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SALES CIRCUIT MATERIAL WANTED: The Society for Hungarian Philately operates 
a sales circuit of Hungarian philatelic material for its members residing in the United States.  
SHP members can participate in the sales circuit at no additional charges as a buyer, seller, or 
both.  The circuit is looking for all kinds of Hungarian stamps, covers, and postal stationery 
to offer to prospective buyers.  Enhance your collection - Sell your surplus items!  For in-
formation on how to submit material as a seller or how to become a buyer, contact:  

H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092, tel: (770) 840-8766, 
e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 

 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years 

1 1-3 1970-1972 

2 4-6 1973-1975 

3 7-9 1976-1978 

4 10-12 1979-1981 

5 13-15 1982-1984 

6 16-18 1985-1987 

7 19-21 1988-1990 

8 22-24 1991-1993 

9 25-27 1994-1996 

10 28-30 1997-1999 

11 31-32 2000-2001 

to be announced 33- 2002-   (new format) 
 
Each book individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of 11 for  

$320.00.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Order from:  
H. Alan Hoover, 6070 Poplar Spring Drive, Norcross, GA 30092; tel: (770) 840-8766,  

e-mail: h.alan.hoover@hungarianphilately.org 
 

 



 

 

HUNGARIAN AVIATION PIONEERS 
 

Aircraft Designed by Tibor Melczer (1914) & János Andorján (1910) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1918-2003 
 

85 YEARS OF HUNGARIAN AIRMAIL 
 

Budapest - Wien - Krakau 

 

 


