Society for
Hungarian Philately

SOCIETY HISTORY

The Society for Hungarian Philately was formed late in 1969 by a group of
southwestern Connecticut collectors interested in Hungarian Philately. Early in 1970,
SHP was chartered as a non-Profit Corporation in Connecticut and accepted as Unit
34 of the American Philatelic Society. SHP currently has 157 active members from
throughout the United States, Canada, Mexico, Europe, Australia and Japan. Annual
membership dues are $18 ($19 if paid via PayPal) for members whose addresses are
in the United States and Canada and $25 ($26 if paid via PayPal) for all other,
overseas members. Payment of dues entitles members to receive the newsletter, to
participate in the sales circuit and the quarterly auctions, and to exercise voting rights.
More information is available from Greg Gessell, Secretary, 505 S. 35th Street,
Tacoma, WA 98418 USA, email: g_gessell@hotmail.com.
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Society website: http://www.hungarianphilately.org/
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THE MANY EXCITING FACETS OF HUNGARIAN
PHILATELY AS IT EVOLVED FROM 1850 TO TODAY
WITH EXAMPLES FROM OUR MEMBERS’ COLLECTIONS

TRANSYLVANLA

INDEPENDENT KINGDOM INSIDE
THE DUAL MONARCHY, 1867-1918

In 1867, the newly independent Hungarian Post purchased its
first supply of stamps from the Austrian State Printing Office.

Over a span of four years, only 1,280 copies of the 50kr value
were requisitioned by postmasters in Hungary because the

The Austrian Post Office operated in Hungary between 1850
and 1867 using Imperial stamps. The photographically

unpopular design featured the Imperial Crown. Most copies
cropped stamps on this cover were cancelled were used on money orders processed in the larger towns of
7 July 1857 at Torna. Hungary. This stamp was used in Szatmar on 21 January 1871
A L N

The Hungarian Post
printed its first stamps
domestically in early 1871.
The 2kr value shown here
was rejected because the
image showed a
pockmarked profile of
King Francis Joseph.
Eight million copies were
ordered destroyed, but
some rejects survived and
were used in Pest in 1873.
This stamp is one of 32
surviving examples of the
rejected printing.

THE KINGDOM OF HUNGARY (1867-1918)



THE CROWN OF ST. STEPHEN WAS PROMINENTLY DISPLAYED ON THE
ENVELOPE-DESIGN (1874-99) & TURUL (1900-15) ISSUES OF THE KINGDOM

Above: Violet color proof of
the 20kr Envelope-design
issue.

Above, right: The co-called
Saromberke special printing
of the 3f Turul stamp,
imperforate between pair.
Right: Pair of 1913 Turul
stamps. Stamp on the left
The Holy Crown of Hungary, also known  has the 35f typesetting error;

as St. Stephen’s Crown. stamp on the I’ight is the
normal 50f value.

2016 1S THE 100" ANNIVERSARY OF THE INTRODUCTION OF THE
HARVESTERS STAMP DESIGN

Stamps bearing the image of a rural couple harvesting
wheat symbolized the agricultural nature of Hungary’s
economy. The first such stamp was issued in 1916
(white numeral 10f red shown on the left). The last

¢ issue was in 1924 with the face value of 800K
D highlighting the post-World War | korona-currency
5 inflation. The upper left tablet on the green stamp,

: also on the right, is missing the numeral of value ‘5.’
Various versions of the Harvesters stamps were issued
during the Kingdom, the Karolyi Republic, the Kun
Soviet Republic, and the Horthy restoration of the
Kingdom in the period of 1918-1924. During these
turbulent times, each regime overprinted the issues of
the previous regime. Also, as Hungary was
dismembered by the occupying armies of
Czechoslovakia, Romania, and Serbia, these stamps
were prolifically overprinted by many local and
occupying authorities starting in late 1918 all the way
through 1922.




WORLD WAR 1 (1914-1918)
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The battle flag
of Austria - Hungary

Austro-Hungarian
troops on the Italian
front, 1915-1918
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The czarist Russian armies encircled the fortress of
Przemysl in Galicia in October 1914. The troops,
mostly Hungarian conscripts, fought on until March
1915 before surrendering. During the siege, the
world’s first military airmail service was initiated to
deliver fieldpost correspondence from the fortress.
The hand-numbered card shown above was specially
printed on thin paper stock to conserve weight and was
flow out during January 1915.

The third series of War Aid stamps,
issued in 1916, showed a desperate
soldier, who most likely ran out of
ammunition, using his rifle as club.
The strip of three stamps shown on

the right has a perforation error due

to a paper fold.

Austria-Hungary mobilized over eight
million men during the war. Of these, there
were more than one million casualties.

Due to the mounting casualties of
the war, the Hungarian Post
released a series of fund raising
charity issues to benefit widows
and orphans. The first issue was
overprinted on the 1913 Flood
Relief set. The 5K stamp above
features the missing ‘r’ in the
word ‘fillér’ error.




WARTIME HUNGARIAN AIRMAIL, 1918

During the last six months of the war, Austrian
postal authorities, in conjunction with military
planners, started an airmail service connecting
Vienna with Krakau, Lemberg, and, eventually,
Kiev. Budapest was added to the route in July
1918; and, for a brief period of 21 days (4 July to
24 July, 1918), daily flights occurred between
Vienna and Budapest. Airmail transit was
expensive and the service was utilized mostly by
philatelists wanting used copies of the specially
overprinted ‘Repiilé Posta’ stamps. The service
was discontinued after several accidents depleted
scarce resources by killing pilots and destroying
aircraft.

First day mail sent by Lt. Emil Vargha to his niece
in Vienna. Vargha’s sister married Capt. Raft
Marwill, who commanded the flight on 4 July 1918.

A battered, registered postal card carried on the ill-fated flight
of 13 July 1918. The airplane crashed and Lt. Vargha and
another pilot were killed. The salvaged mail arrived in Vienna
by train. The message on the reverse side advised the addressee
of his friend’s arrival in Vienna by boat on July 14th.

Registered mail sent to Lemberg on 10 July 1918 addressed to Registered mail sent to Krakau on 10 July 1918 addressed to
Vilmos Kaiser [Kaiser Wilhelm in jest], field postal inspector, Agoston Missuray, field postal inspector, Ettapenpost 180.
Etta[pen]post 165. The letter was backstamped Flugpost Wien on The letter was backstamped with the Flugpost Wien transit
the same day and the Lemberg arrival stamp on 11 July. Itarrived marking on the same day and the Krakau arrival stamp

at the field post office on 13 July 1918. on 11 July.



THE DEFEAT IN WORLD WAR | LED TO HUNGARY’S
OCCUPATION AND DISMEMBERMENT

Western Hungary /

Burgenland annexed by -

Austria, December q : E -
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Fiume under Italian Croatia severed ties Arad under French Transylvania annexed Upper Hungary
Occupation: double with Hungary: inverte Occupation: by Romania: Kolozsvar annexed by
‘FIUME’ overprint SHS overprint erro missing ‘f* in ‘francaise’  overprint missing ‘B’ in Czechoslovakia:
error error ‘BANDI’ error . POSTA .
CESKOSLOVENKA

overprint
.) IJIW{s n)

! ol

Temesvar under Temesvar between Temesvar under ,StOVENSKA
Serbian Occupation Serbian and Romanian ~ Romanian Occupation: A
through July 1919 Occupations: ‘Banat, shifted overprint

Bacska’ overprint

S St
PACYAR KIN_POSTA

Privately prepared local issues from the post-World War | period: (counterclockwise, using Hungarian town names)
Csaktornya, Ada, Szakolca, Borosjené, Zombor, Nagyszeben, ‘Srobar’



OCCUPATION OF RUMP-HUNGARY, 1919 - 1921
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Budapest under

Romanian Occupation,

August-November 1919:
fantasy overprint

Baranya under Serbian
Occupation, November 1918 —
August 1921: private overprint

(from a sheet of 100)

Debrecen under Romanian Occupation, April 1919 —

March 1920: 5K Magyar Posta (only 15 copies exist);

10K ‘kornna’ error (‘o’ replaced by an ‘n’ in
‘korona’

POLITICAL TURMOIL IN HUNGARY, 1918 — 1920
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Republic declared on 16
November 1918: inverted
‘KOZTARSASAG’
overprint

Hungarian Soviet
Republic: pseudo-double
overprint
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Military operations in the Kingdom of Hungary, May-August 1919.
Territory occupied by Romania in April, 1919
Territory controlled by the Hungarian Soviet Republic
Territory recovered by the Hungarian Soviet Republic l Territory
under French and Yugoslav control

g MAGYAR posm
Partial ‘sheaves of wheat’

overprint due to paper
fold

Entry of the National
Army in Budapest: 16
November 1918

Hungarian National Government established in
Szeged, May 1919: ‘MAGYAR NEMZETI
KORMANY’ overprint with typesetting error on
the left stamp (‘MAGYAR’ reads top to bottom)

Kingdom restored in Lajtabansag insurgency to prevent
1920, Miklés Horthy Austria’s takeover of Western
elected Regent Hungary: August-December 1921



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Hungary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungarian_Soviet_Republic

HUNGARIAN POSTAL CANCELLERS SURVIVED TO BE USED
IN THE SUCCESSOR STATES (CZECHOSLOVAKIA, THE ‘SHS’ KINGDOM OF

SERBS, CROATS & SLOVENES, AND ROMANIA) F

Slovakia,

Modified (date convention
changed) canceller used in
Kolozsvar/Cluj, Romania, on 20
August 1920, on two privately
overprinted
‘Ziaristi/1920/Ujsagirok’
Romanian stamps.

Modified (crown damaged) canceller used in Verb6/Vrbové,

Unmodified canceller used in
Garamrudné/Rudno nad
Hronom, Slovakia, on 2

Modified (date convention Unmodified canceller used in
changed, details of the crown Vukovar/Vukovar, Croatia,
obliterated with lines) canceller on 1 June 1920.

used in Murska Sobota, Croatia,
on 8 February 1920.

February 1920.

Unmodified canceller used in
Déva/Deva, Romania, on 3
August 1919.

Modified (‘S’ in ‘LUGOS’ changed to a

‘J,” date convention changed, details of

the crown partially obliterated) used in
Lugos/Lugos, Romania, on 13(?)

October 1926 (!). The month ‘OKT”’ is
spelled with a ‘K’ as is correct in
Hungarian but not in Romanian

language.

The change from Hungarian date convention (year-month-day) was
accomplished by changing the position of the wheels in the cancelling devices

Modified (‘S’ in ‘LUGOS’ changed to a ‘J,” date
convention changed, and details of the crown
obliterated with lines) used in Lugos/Lugoj,
Romania on 15 August 1934 (!).




POST-TRIANON RUMP HUNGARY, 1920 — 1938
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' The oxymoron of the Kingdom of Hungary (
) without a king, a landlocked country headed /
¥ by an admiral, Regent Miklds Horthy, is a /
,f:' favorite topic of stamp collectors. !y{
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ﬁ,f The Hungarian-American Messenger Post was
\ S planned to help deliver aid parcels to Hungary.
A f, The country was desperately poor, overrun with
“-».-\./”- refugees and with a crippled economy due to the
loss of 3/4ths of its land area and 2/3rds of its
population.
As conditions improved in the 1930s, philatelic life came alive:
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Above: Imperforate stamp with
printer’s date in margin issued for
the 1933 Boy Scout Jamboree.
Below: International award-
winning stamp design from 1936.
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Above: The first souvenir sheet was issued
in 1934 for the L.E.H.E. national : ¥,
exhibition. Right: Se-tenant imperforate lllies &y
souvenir sheets issued in 1938, King St.
ot s
"r Y” / ' }.’ ’, r Y'i Stephen’s jubilee year.
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Still, the singular focus of Hungarian foreign policy during this era was to achieve a revision of
the borders in order to regain some or all of the three million ethnic Hungarians forced to live in
the successor states of Czechoslovakia, Jugoslavia, and Rumania.

IV. Karoly, Hungary’s last
crowned king, returned to
Hungary twice in 1921 to regain
the throne. While he had the
support of monarchists, a
restoration would have meant
the invasion of Hungary by
Czechoslovakia. He was exiled to
Madeira and died in 1922.

The Petite Entente was a military alliance formed by Czechoslovakia, Jugoslavia, and Romania in 1921

to keep Hungary’s revisionist claims in check and to prevent a Hapsburg restoration. The alliance

ceased to function on the eve of World War I1. The stamps above were issued in 1937 to commemorate
the alliance’s 16th anniversary.




HUNGARY’S BORDER REVISIONS, 1938 - 1941

= @ - = | Lord Rothermere, the publisher of the London
. 3 o Daily Mail, proposed the above revision of
Hungary’s borders in the British Parliament.
He also offered a prize of £1000 to the flyers
who would complete the longest transatlantic
flight. In 1931, two Hungarians flew a
Lockheed Sirius aircraft from Harbour Grace
in Newfoundland to Bicske, Hungary. The
pilot was Gydrgy Endrész and the navigator

His Lordehip

ADDRESS:

= i { § e Viscount Rothermere was Alexander Magyar. Their flight covered
B *E r“'\"“f"N 3,200 miles in 25 hours and 40 minutes, a

T8 Bubgarian American Oceans 3 2715 \Lﬂﬂﬁﬂ. England record. The aircraft was partially financed by
ok un'.'!';‘,;“g;‘, e ‘%‘,’i:::;ﬁ selling $1 postal cards that were carried on the
Pey 13, i ;gl flight together with a generous donation from

A drikal Magyar Ocefin 5%. ey Emil Szalay, a Detroit businessman. About
% e viae “m:"::;l‘;: ?J / : ; 4,600 cards were actually carried on the flight.
clkovetett igaxsiglalansagra “.VIA Hungarian-American Ocean Flight These cards received special green

hivia fel. Y J cancellations upon arrival in Budapest.

¢

Card flown on the Justice for Hungary aircraft addressed to Lord Rothermere

A PERIOD OF NATIONAL JUBILATION BEFORE THE DIVE
INTO THE ABYSS OF WORLD WAR Il

The orange areas show the enlargement of
Hungary with the territories returned from
Czechoslovakia in 1938, from Rumania in
1940, and from Jugoslavia in 1941
superimposed on the map of historical
Hungary. The shaded areas in the orange
region were inhabited by ethnic Hungarians.
Karpatalja [Carpatho-Ukraine] was occupied
militarily by Hungary in 1939.

Pozsomy
(Eratislava)

Left: 1938 ‘Hazatérés’ issue for the return of
Northern Hungary. The bottom stamp is the normal
issue; the top stamp is missing the overprint, the so-
called ‘Nagymanya’ error [it was used and
discovered in the village of Nagymanya], one of 38
known unused copies.

Right: 1940 ‘Kelet Visszatér’ stamp for the return
of Northern Transylvania. The stamp shows the
‘KELETU’ printing flaw.

Below: 1941 ‘Dél Visszatér’ overprint issued for the
return of the Bacska region of southern Hungary.

Hungary entered the
war in June 1941.
Vice-Regent Istvan
Horthy was an early
casualty the following
August. The
imperforate memorial
stamp issued in his
honor is an extremely
scarce (less than 6
possible) example of
the 9-stars in the sky
printing variety.




WORLD WAR Il DEVASTATION RESULTED IN
THE HYPERINFLATION OF 1945-46

The war ended in Hungary in early April 1945. The nation’s territory was again reduced to pre-1937 borders. Two-thirds of the
country’s infrastructure was destroyed. The Red Army occupation, the disrupted harvest, and the cost of reconstruction destroyed
the value of the pengé currency. Between 1 May 1945 and 31 July 1946 (a 15-month period), the Post Office established new rates 27
times and issued over 200 different stamps! In the closing months of the hyperinflation, oftentimes stamps were not available in the
proper denominations. The cost of mailing a simple domestic letter increased from 1 Pengé to the equivalent of

800,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 Pengés (that number is 800 septillion or 8 followed by 26 zeros).
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The highest denomination stamp issued during the hyperinflation: 5 million tax-pengés = 1 x 10?8 pengds (10 octillion pengés)
Letter mailed from Budapest 114 on 31 July 1946 to Austria franked with 5 million adépengé stamp overpaying the registered foreign
letter rate of 4.8 million aP by 200,000aP. The letter was subjected to US Army censorship.

A 20 gram Damesthe Letter rate
for euch of the 27 Rate Pertods:

R Pesid Doron ey Ruse

| 62 | Peng

2 76 3

3 44 1w

4 15 an

5 59 120

(3 18 Ao

7 28 3.000

X 15 20,000

G 10 A0.000

10 6 H0.000

I n RO000

12 12 160,000

12 X 500000

4 9 20060,000

15 10 10,000,000

16 7 A0,000.000

17 H 120,000,000

Is [ A00, 000,000

19 6 4.000,000,0040

20 7 20,000,000,000

20 7 400,000,000,

2 3 00,000,000, 000,0040

23 4 2,000,000,000,000,000

24 4 100,000, 000,000, 000, 000

25 4 32.000.000,000,000,020,000  Tax Pengd
4 4 S6.000,000,000,000,000, 100,000 (ndiépengs)
by 5 S8 000,000, G00,000,000,000.400,000

27 SO0,000,000,000,000,000,000.400,080  Last Day

The chart above shows the increases in the cost of mailing
a 20-gram domestic letter for each of the 27 rate periods
between 1 May 1945 and 31 July 1946. The longest period

was 76 days; the shortest, 3 days.

Hyperinflation airmail letter weighing 16gm sent from Budapest on 14

June 1946 to New York. It was carried overland to Prague, then by air

on Pan Am Airlines via the Vienna-Brussels-Shannon-Gander route to
New York arriving on 18 June 1946. Fees paid in cash included

16,000milP foreign letter rate + 2,000,000milP airmail surcharge. [The
surcharge was calculated at the rate of 1 gold franc per each 5gm

weight. On that day, 1 gold franc = 500,000milP. The letter weighed
16gm, so the surcharge was 4 gold francs equal to 2,000,000 million
pengés.]



THE NEW FORINT CURRENCY WAS INTRODUCED 1 AUGUST 1946

A rare example of unorthodox ‘mixed franking’

In the days following the introduction of the new Forint-fillér currency, the
distribution of forint-fillér denominated stamps was limited. This letter was
mailed from Apétfalva on August 4th. Apparently, the small town’s
(population: 5772) post office received only 60f denomination on stamps. One
was affixed in the upper right corner. In order to pay the 1 forint rate for a
foreign destination letter, the postmaster chose to convert (at the official
exchange rate) the no longer valid adépengd denominated stamps to make up the
40f balance needed.

The official exchange rate was 200,000,000 adopengé for 1 forint. Thus, each
5 million adépengé stamp was worth 2.5 fillér. Sixteen stamps were used to
make up exactly the additional 40 fillér needed for proper franking!
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A couple of interesting issues from the early forint-era:
trial printing of the 1947 Stamp Day issue (above), and
an imperforate (postally invalid) souvenir sheet (right)
honoring US President Franklin Roosevelt. Export
marketing for Western currency was the obvious reason
for issuing the Roosevelt-topical stamps.




FORINT-ERA PHILATELIC CURIOSITIES

Left: Imperforate example of
the souvenir sheet issued in
conjunction with the World 1040
Youth Meeting in 1949. Very . N
limited quantities of such

L imperforate stamps were
g made strictly for marketing s 3
’7,- purposes.

Right, top: Stamp issued in
1950 for the 75th anniversary
of the Universal Postal
Union. The brown design in

the center of the stamps is - "
shifted to the left. g SYES {14
Right, bottom: Special EGYET i
printing made at the request 1874

=k " of a government minister of
: Al the same stamp, but the date

BUMPESI g (e was changed to 1950 to

1049 3 3 correctly reflect the year of | 82 88 LEGI : g
f £ issue. Only a few copies of : MAGYAR POSTA

this exist.

Left: The 1950 Children’s Day stamp featured a
smiling young pioneer under the inscription:
Happy Youth in a Free Homeland.
Right: The original design of the stamp carried
the slogan: Our Reserves for Future Battles.
Using youth for ‘cannon fodder’ was deemed too
crude even in Rékosi’s Hungary. The slogan
was changed only after printing was started, and
1661 copies of the original design were sold by
accident before the blunder was discovered.
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1959 issue for the SZOVIET HOLDRAKETA / Soviet moon rocket. On the left is the normal, imperforate version; on the
right, the missing red color error.

The 1952 MABEOSZ issue with several examples of shifted overprint.

Having been ordered to do so by the totalitarian communist regime, all The 1955 stamp printed on paper-backed aluminum foil.
stamp collectors’ organizations were merged under the umbrella of a This was an innovative concept aimed again at marketing.
centrally controlled and easily supervised national organization, the The stamp with the large margin was postally valid for 5

Magyar Bélyeggyiijték Orszagos Szovetsége. days only.



THE BACK OF THE BOOK: POSTAGE DUE & OTHER SPECIALTY ITEMS
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Hungarian postage due stamps used in Slovakia AFTER the

invalidation of Hungarian stamps (28 February 1919) because

Czechoslovak postage due stamps and postal stationery items were not yet available. The 2f Hungarian indicium on the money order

form was invalid. The item was treated as a post card missing

the required franking of 10f. Penalty postage due of 2 x 10f was

assessed at Szomolany on 17 July 1919. The money order fee was paid with 120 haléfa Czechoslovak stamps.
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— Letter, franked with a 2 Dinar stamp for the
correct Jugoslav inter-city rate, posted from
Zagreb on 7 April 1941 addressed to Murska

Sobota in Slovenia. On 6 April Germany attacked

Jugoslavia, and Croatia declared its independence

on 10 April 1941. Subsequently, Hungary annexed
a part of Slovenia, including Murska Sobota,

renamed Muraszombat. Thus, the letter became
international mail between Croatia and Hungary.
It was routed through Vienna, where the red
German censor mark Ag was applied. The
Hungarian post assessed postage due of 22 fillér on
13 June 1941 (cancelled with the M. Kir. Posta
temporary cancelling device). The addressee did
not accept delivery as noted by the Muraszombat,

15 June 1941 strike. The postage due stamps were
invalidated and the letter was returned to the

sender.
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How to turn a common stamp
that would normally be worth
a penny, into the world class
rarity:

On the right is the only know
copy of the 1953 Hungarian
postage due stamp with the an
inverted numeral ‘8’ due to a
production error.
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An unused copy of Scott no. PR2B is shown. This newspaper tax
stamp was issued for use in the Military Border District of southern
Hungary in 1868. Technically, newspaper tax stamps were not
postage stamps. They were used to collect a documentary revenue
fee of 1kr per newspaper sent through the mail.



POSTAL HISTORY & OTHER SPECIALTY ITEMS
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Front and reverse sides of wrapper for a registered package treated as a heavy ‘letter’ sent from Bikal on 9 March 1937 to Batavia,
New York. It was mis-sent to Batavia, Netherlands East Indies (now Jakarta, Indonesia), where it was received on 1 April 1937 and
re-marked in red ink: New York. The package eventually arrived in New York City (New York, N.Y. Reg’y Div. cancellation on 3
May 1937) before being delivered in Batavia, N.Y. Not bad for a trip around the world in a little more than two months! The postage
paid for the item weighing 410gm that contained a prayer book was 4,90P (foreign letter: first 20gm=40f; each additional 20gm @ 20f
[20x20=4,00P]; registration: 50f).
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The highest face value Hungarian stamp: 2,001Ft Holy Crown
(issued in 2001)
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The 1942 Red Cross souvenir sheet picturing the wife
of Regent Horthy autographed Magda de Horthy

LANCHID A VARRAL
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17 Ft MAGYARORSZAG o _
e Soenne s n Two examples of the MAGYAP printing error: imperforate 1980

Moscow Olympics and the 1981 Kittenberger African wildlife

The largest (1993 Budapest Landmarks stamp) and the smallest
(1961 Health Publicity) Hungarian stamps ever issued shown in actual size.



POLITICAL CHANGES FROM A PHILATELIC PERSPECTIVE, 1946-1996
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Soviet dictator losif Stalin died on 5
March 1953. Hungary issued a
memorial sheet within four days. In
the rush, a few hundred examples
were printed on a hand press. One
copy is shown above.
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The Third Republic was proclaimed in
23 October 1989. In 1990, the
traditional, historical coat-of-arms
were restored, as shown above, along
with a democratic government. On
the right is the hologram version
issued in 1991. The inventor of the
hologram was Hungarian-born Dénes
Gabor, who was awarded the 1971
Nobel Prize in Physics for his
discovery.

The Kingdom of Hungary was abolished and
republic declared on 1 February 1946. The stamp
on the left commemorated the event. The stamp
has a white streak plate flaw between the letters
‘U’ and ‘N’ in ‘HUNGARICA.’

The Republic of Hungary became a Stalinist-style
People’s Republic on 20 August 1949. The stamp
on the right depicts the Soviet-style crest, the so-
called Réakosi coat-of-arms. The letter ‘T’ in
‘NEPKOZTARSASAG’ shows a small plate flaw.

A spontaneous anti-Soviet revolution and freedom
fight broke out in Hungary on 23 October 1956.
As the Communist Party melted away, the people
basked in a short-lived freedom that was crushed
by Soviet tanks on 4 November 1956. University
students in Sopron prepared the local overprints

shown above. The overprint on the ‘Millions’
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Soviet domination was restored in
1957. The new crest of the People’s
Republic (the so-called Kadar coat-of-
arms) is shown above.

stamp (top) was created using private initiative on g

single sheet of 100 stamps.

8000008800000 000800n
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Elements of historical rectification are shown on this
souvenir sheet issued in 1996 for the 40th
anniversary of the 1956 Revolution. No longer
called a ‘counter-revolution,’ the events of 1956
were formally recognized as a ‘national uprising’

against Soviet oppression.



