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      One hundred years ago on September 19, 1921 

      the Hungarian insurgents in Western Hungary   

      issued a series of stamps to celebrate their recent

   the 100f and 500f on  victory at Ágfalva over the Austrian Gendarmes  

      attempting to occupy the area under the terms of the  

      Treaty of Trianon.  The 1 Korona value of this series  

      cancelled at Ágfalva is illustrated here. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

by Alan Bauer 

 

Hello everyone, I hope that all of you are doing well and are staying healthy.  In August, we held 

our Annual General Meeting using Zoom.  We had fourteen attendees at our meeting and for those 

members who were not present and would like to see the meeting, we have a recording available.  

If you are interested, email me and I can send you the link and password.  Greg’s minutes of the 

meeting appear later in this issue of The News. 

 

Here are the highlights.  First, we discussed Hunfilex 2022, which will be a major international 

stamp show in Hungary at the end of March 2022.  We will have a few representatives from the 

SHP in attendance, including yours truly.  We will be a patron of the show and will have a frame 

representing the SHP.  The News is being entered into the International Literature competition, so 

please wish us luck.  We also hope to have an informal meeting there and will use this as an 

opportunity to expand our European membership base. 

 

The second major topic of discussion was the creation of a permanent library of Hungarian 

Philatelic reference material here in the US.  I have been in contact with the Spellman Museum of 

Stamps and Postal History here in Massachusetts to create a physical space for the library there. It 

is one of the major stamp libraries and museums in the United States.  Discussions are ongoing 

and if we are able to proceed, the library will be created during 2022.  Donations of reference 

material from members would be very welcome. 

 

The third major topic we discussed was doing periodic Zoom meetings with presentations on 

various topics of Hungarian philately.  A survey conducted right after the AGM indicated that a 

lot of members are interested and some of the suggested topics included: occupations, perfins, 

revenues, imperforates, genuine vs. forgeries, postal rates and postal history, using Hungarian 

catalogs, airmail, the post-WWI period and inflations.  Hopefully, by the time you read this we 

will be at the point of scheduling our first of these sessions.  

 

Next, we discussed some projects to enhance our website.  Chris Brainard and Wally Green will 

be working with Ken Washington to add new features to our website.  These will be communicated 

to our members when they become available.  Any suggestions are very welcome. 

 

Finally, we decided on the location for our 2022 Annual General Meeting.  It will take place at the 

Great American Stamp Show to be held in Sacramento, CA on August 25-28, 2022.  Hopefully, 

we can resume our in-person meetings so please think about attending.  We will also setup a Zoom 

link so that members who cannot attend can join the meeting in our meeting room at the 

conference.  We look forward to seeing people again in-person next year. 

 

I wish all of our members a safe and healthy rest of 2021, and as always ..……….. happy stamping!  
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WELCOME & KUDOS 

  

A warm welcome to our four newest members: Robert Lind of Saint Paul, Minnesota, Paul 

Rathburn of Bothwell, Washington, Elizabeth Kremer of Louisville, Kentucky and Denis Dajczak 

of Avon Lake, Ohio.  

 

Hungary’s annual national stamp show, Hunfila2021, was held in Budapest on July 5th, 2021.  

Five members of the SHP successfully exhibited at the show: 

 

1. Lőrinc Borda from Hungary won a Large Gold (91 points) and a Special Prize for his 

exhibit “Külföldre küldött magyar csomagok kísérő iratai” (The waybills of Hungarian 

parcels’ sent to foreign countries) in the Postal History Class; 

2. Florent Tricot from France won a Gold (88 points) and a Special Prize for his exhibit 

“Hungarian Hyperinflation of 1945-1946: when the recipient had to pay” in the Postal 

History Class; 

3. Paul de Leeuw van Weenen from the Netherlands won a Gold (86 points) for his exhibit 

“The Korona Inflation in Hungary” in the Postal History Class; 

4. Károly Szűcs from Hungary won a Vermeil (78 points) for his exhibit “On the Rough 

Road of Independence: Early Copper Printing in Hungary” in the Traditional Class; and  

5. Dr. Zsolt Bodnar from Ireland won a Silver (71 points) for his exhibit “Legendás 

Postamesterek” (Legendary Postmasters) in the One-frame Exhibits Class. 

 

These awards entitle the exhibitors to compete in next year’s FIP International show to be held at 

HUNFILEX 2022 in Budapest from March 31 – April 3, 2022.  Congratulations, gentlemen, on 

your excellent achievements!  

   
 

 

SHP ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021: MINUTES 

 

by Greg Gessell 

 

The 2021 Annual General Meeting was held on Saturday, 14 August 2021 with fourteen members 

in attendance via Zoom including two at the Great American Stamp Show in Chicago, IL.  Alan 

Bauer, our President, convened the meeting and welcomed all attendees.  The agenda had been 

previously sent out to all members and the Secretary, Greg Gessell, read last year’s minutes which 

were approved.  Alan presented the Treasurer’s Report, for Wes Learned, which was approved. 

Prior to approval, discussion on the improved the financial health of the organization focused on 

four areas – dues, donations, auction proceeds and advertising.  Dues have remained constant for 

the year.  Alan then presented the Auctioneer’s Report, for Anna Trischan, which was accepted 

and approved.  Robert Lauer presented the Editor’s Report, which was followed by a discussion 

on how less expensive it is to create and mail the report – although he does need additional articles 

for the 3rd quarter of 2022.  In addition, Robert will do his best to submit the newsletter for 

exhibition awards for the Great American Stamp Show in Sacramento, CA and in Hungary for 

HUNFILEX, 31 March – 3 April 2022.  
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Alan then started the discussion of “Old Business”.  This mainly focused on Website New 

Features, which are already being discussed by Chris Brainard and Ken Washington.  Access to 

the duplicate website was brought up with Alan volunteering to research where the test site is 

located.  Once the duplicate site is once again located, Chris will start making changes discussed 

and agreed to last year.  In addition, the Secretary and the President are not receiving new member 

applications, which is another area Alan will research and get fixed.  

 

Alan then brought up the “New Business”, which focused on three areas.  First, society 

participation at HUNFILEX2022 was discussed with the board approving a 400 Euro donation 

for the Supporter Level of sponsorship.  Several members plan to attend and getting a table at this 

important stamp show could potentially bring in many new members.  Second, a Society Library 

was brought up.  After much discussion, Alan agreed to get in touch with the Spellman Library in 

Massachusetts, to see if they would store and check out any reference material, as requested.  Wally 

Greene will publish a list of available reference material and add it to the society website so 

members will know what’s available to check out.  Lastly, holding a quarterly Zoom meeting for 

all members with a featured speaker making a presentation on a topic selected in advance was 

discussed.   This was put to a vote and approved. 

 

There was a consensus for holding the next Annual General Meeting at the Great American Stamp 

Show, in Sacramento, CA, August 25-28, 2022. This concluded the Hungarian Philatelic Society 

2021 Annual General Meeting via Zoom.  

 

A presentation on the use of Hungarian auxiliary cancellers was given by Mr. Paul de Leeuw van 

Weenen after the conclusion of the meeting. 

 
 

 

THE RUMINATIONS OF YOUR EDITOR 

 

by Robert Lauer  

  

The 3rd quarter of this year marks a number of important philatelic anniversaries: September 13th 

marks the 150th anniversary of the issue of the last denomination of the 1871 engraved stamps, 

the 25kr; July 1st is the centenary of the start of Hungary’s relatively short lived experiment with 

official stamps; September 15th is the centenary of the issue of the first Harvester stamps 

surcharged as provisional postage due stamps; and on August 1, 1946, the first postage stamps 

denominated in the new fillér/Forint currency brought an end to the insanity of the post-World 

War II Hyperinflation.  August 28th is also the centenary of the start of the Western Hungarian 

insurection against the Austrian Gendarmes attempting to occupy the province pursuant to the 

Treaty of Trianon.  The Hungarian insurgents issued a number of series of stamps for local use; 

the iconic skull and crossbones on the stamps of the second issue of September 19, 1921 is 

illustrated on the front cover.  

 

In this issue of The News, we have a bumper crop of Letters to the Editor: from Greg Gessell on 

the colour shades of the 2kr stamp from the coloured numeral envelope series, which has elicited 
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a particularly long-winded response from your Editor; from Ed David about the Soviet Portrait 

Issue of 1919; and from Paul de Leeuw van Weenen about a postal stationery card with 

cancellations with two different spellings of Ujpest.  Csaba Kohalmi has contributed a brilliant 

article casting doubt on the authenticity of the local surcharging of postal stationery envelopes in 

Villány under Serb occupation in 1920.  Judy Kennett has given us an article on the use and 

surcharging/overprinting of Hungarian postal stationery cards in Transylvania during the 1918-

1922 period, as well as the postal stationery envelope that graces the back cover.  Thank you, folks 

for your contributions.  Speaking of which, after this issue of The News, I can actually see the 

bottom of my inbox of articles for publication.  So, if any of you have even the slightest bit of 

literary inclination, don’t hold back.  I am more than happy to work with the roughest of drafts. 

 

While we are on the subject of Transylvania, your Editor picked up the card below in an eBay 

auction for $2.25 (yes, alas, your esteemed Editor is indeed a bottom feeder, happy to paddle 

around with the catfish and the carp).  What attracted me to this postcard, was the number of things 

that are wrong with it.  As Judy’s article points out, the 10f Károlyi used to mail the card had been 

invalid for postage since September 30, 1919 and the card is clearly cancelled December 25, 1919.  

The current domestic postcard rate was 10 bani or 20 fillér (the exchange rate between the two 

currencies was 1:2), so even if the sender thought the stamp was valid, he had the exchange rate 

wrong.  Yet for all of its deficiencies, it appears to have sailed through the postal system without 

any postage due marking or evidence of any additional payment.  In Orthodox Romanian 

Transylvania, the Christmas holiday would have been in January and December 25, 1919 would 

have been just another Thursday.  I wonder if the still Hungarian employees of the post office in 

the unfortunately named town of Turda had too much pálinka on Christmas Eve and really didn’t 

much care what stamps were on what pieces of mail on Christmas morning! 

 

 
 

A picture postcard sent from Torda to Kolozsvár cancelled December 25, 1919 with an unmodified 

Hungarian canceller.  The scrawl over the Turda Romanian censor stamp appears to be “25/XII”.  
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR: TO HYPHENATE OR NOT TO HYPHENATE 

 

In the April-June 2012 issue of The News (Vol.43, #2), Alan Soble wrote an article about the 

confusing writing style of Hungarian place names, in this case, Vágújhely.  I have found another 

example of this.  The postal stationery card below (Hodobay 36a olive green) was cancelled with 

cancellers from UJPEST 4 and UJ-PEST 1 on the same day.  The writer of the card wrote Ujpest 

in the address line.  In modern Hungarian usage, UJ or Uj should be written ÚJ and Új. Confusing, 

isn’t it? 

 

 
 

Paul de Leeuw van Weenen 

 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 2KR ENVELOPE ISSUE COLORS 

 

I normally do not purchase used early Hungarian stamps unless its a "double impression".  But, 

since I have had some time on my hands lately... I had an opportunity to buy some of the 2kr 

stamps from the Envelope Issue of the 1870s and 1880s.  The stamps in the scan below came 

identified as Scott 13b (red violet), 13c (violet), 13d (rose lilac), and 13e (grey blue). 
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I have been trying to verify what colors these stamps actually are and the Stanley Gibbons Stamp 

Colour Key is not helpful.   I’m hoping a few of you experts could agree on a color for each one 

of these stamps from the 1874 and 1881 issues, then, I’ll have a template for other issues.  Maybe 

we should get the web master involved and put a color/stamp example online for each color 

variation for everyone to ponder.  What do you think? 

Greg Gessell 

 

Editor - As I am sure I have mentioned in the past, this is one of the many things that drive me to 

distraction about the Scott catalogue.  If you have a catalogue, without a colour guide, then 

nobody really knows what the catalogue means when it says a stamp is "rose-lilac".  Scott 

obviously has a particular stamp colour in mind, but damned if I know what that colour is.  As a 

collector I am left with the option of amassing a huge number of a particular stamp and guessing 

which one is which and even then, I am never sure.  The Philatelia Hungarica catalogue and the 

"Black Book" have the same problem.  The only two catalogues that have a colour guide that 

comes with them are Stanley Gibbons and Michel.  The Michel section on the 1874 and 1881 

Envelope issues is utterly useless, so that leaves Stanley Gibbons as the only refuge of sanity for 

these issues.  However, the Stanley Gibbons Colour Key is only useful if you have a copy of the 

Stanley Gibbons Stamp Catalogue for the country in question.  Below is a table where I have 

listed all of the colour shades in the Scott, Philatelia Hungarica and Stanley Gibbons catalogues 

and the "Black Book" and attempted to cross reference them.  As is readily apparent, different 

catalogues have different colour names for the same stamp colour. 

 

 
 

Now, before we go to much farther down this philatelic rabbit-hole, I think it might be useful to 

point out why the 2kr from this issue has such a wide variety of colour shades.  This is what the 

Monographie has to say on the matter. 

 

The most striking differences of shades occurred in case of the 2 krajcar.  In 1874 it was 

printed violet, which then faded to greyish; soon brighter purple appeared.  Introducing 

Scott Philatelia Hungarica Stanley Gibbons "Black Book"*

2Kr - 1874 red-violet red-violet violet violet

(No Wmk.) violet (grey) violet slate-violet grey-violet

lilac-violet

lilac 

red-lilac

rose-lilac rose-lilac mauve rose-lilac

grey-blue slate-blue blue-violet

2kr - 1881 lilac lilac rose-lilac lilac

Plate I (Wmk.) lilac-violet

violet red-violet violet violet

slate-blue blue-violet

grey-blue grey-blue slate-blue blue

2kr - 1890 lilac rose-lilac lilac

Plate II (Wmk.) slate-lilac lilac-violet

grey-violet grey-violet

* Light/dark shades from the listing in the "Black Book" have not been included.

Perf. 11.5, 13 and 

compound

Perf. 12x11.75 and 

11.5

Perf. 11.5, 13 and 

compound

Hungary: 1874-90 Envelope Issue Colour Shades - 2kr
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aniline ink chronologically coincided with introducing thin, very shrinkable, and easily 

saturated paper.  To maintain brightness, more red ink was added to the ink substance, by 

which light pink purple was reached.  In 1880, a little bit less red colour went into the ink, 

which resulted in deep purple; however, the quality of this colour easily deteriorated – 

between 1882 and 1889, it solved into shades ranging from red violet to dark blue.  In 

1889, finally durable mallow purple was reached.  This shade remained through the end 

except for 1891, when deviation from this shade (bluish violet again) occurred, most 

probably because of the temporary lack of ink.  The colour of 2kr postage stamps changed 

partly due to sunlight, and partly due to soaking.  The original colours may be found on the 

pieces which have been kept in dark places and have not been soaked. 

  

The long printing history of this stamp is due to the fact that the 2kr, 3kr, 10kr and 20kr Black 

Numeral Envelope stamps were only issued in January 1898. 

 

One of the problems I have with respect to the 1874 

stamps, is that I don't own very many of them.  I only own 

three 2kr stamps from the 1874 issue and the two colour 

shades that I have are illustrated in the scan at 

left.  However, based on the scans of these six stamps, 

there appear to be at least four main colours to the 1874 

issue.  The "Black Book" lists seven colours, but let's start 

here.  I would say that the 1st stamp in Greg’s scan is 

violet per Stanley Gibbons.  The third stamp in Greg’s scan looks like the mauve colour per 

Stanley Gibbons, which seems to exist only for the 1874 issue and is also the first stamp of my 

1874 ones.  The second stamp in my scan is slate-violet per Stanley Gibbons.  The second and 

fourth stamps in Greg’s scan look like a colour that is missing from my collection and a colour 

that is missing from the Stanley Gibbons catalogue.  It doesn't look like either Greg or I have the 

"grey-blue/slate blue" colour that is referred to in Scott and the Philatelia Hungarica catalogue.   

 

Thanks to Greg’s generosity, I think I can talk a little more intelligently about the colour shades 

of the 1881 issue. (He sent me the leftovers of a bunch of lots of these stamps that he had 

purchased in the March SHP Auction containing some 400 of the 2kr stamps of this issue.  These 

lots were donated to the auction and were originally part of a huge accumulation of these stamps 

assembled by William Szaroz, who used to be a member of the SHP, from Calgary, Alberta, 

Canada.)  The 1881 issue is, however, not really a separate issue, but just the same stamps 

printed now on watermarked paper.  These stamps were printed from plates made from two 

Mother Plates: stamps printed from plates made from the original Mother Plate I (Plate I) have 

triangular ornaments in the corners of the design that are clear and sharp, whereas on stamps 

printed from plates made from Mother Plate II (Plate II), these triangular ornaments are very 

faint and sometimes difficult to see without a loop.  Plates made from Mother Plate I were 

replaced by plates made from Mother Plate II in 1890.  The Scott catalogue does not distinguish 

between Plate I and Plate II stamps, but other catalogues do.  I have retained this distinction in 

the table above because it is quite helpful in analysing what happened with respect to the colour 

shades of this denomination.  
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The eight stamps above are all from plates made from Mother Plate I and give you an idea of the 

range of colours that the ink used between 1880 and 1889 “solved” into as indicated by the 

Monographie.  The Stanley Gibbons colours for these stamps are dull purple, reddish purple, 

reddish-lilac, violet, dull violet-blue, slate-blue, grey-blue and dull blue.  In the mess of stamps 

from Greg, I found lots of lighter and darker hues in between these colour shades which makes 

for more of a range of colours than any notion of the distinct colours listed in the catalogues.  In 

this sense, the scheme laid out in the Black Book makes more sense than any of the other 

catalogues.  I suspect that the first stamp in the scan above is close to the original colour, but I 

have no way of knowing for sure. 

 

The Monographie goes on to indicate 

that in “1889 a durable mallow purple 

was reached”.  This colour is rose-

lilac on the Stanley Gibbons Colour 

Key and is illustrated by a pair of Plate 

I stamps cancelled on October 4, 1889 

above left.  The Monographie notes that this shade remained constant through to the end of 

printing except for a period in 1891 when the colour again deviated to a bluish violet.  This jives 

with the 210 odd Plate II stamps that I have, 90% of which are this rose-lilac colour.  The other 

10% are either slate-lilac or slate-violet on the Stanley Gibbons Colour Key.  Examples of these 

two colour shades are illustrated in that order above right.   

 

 
 

In the table above, I have added into the Stanley Gibbons column in red the various colours from 

the scans above that are not in the Stanley Gibbons catalogue and then tried to line up the 

Scott Philatelia Hungarica Stanley Gibbons "Black Book"*

2kr - 1881 dull purple

Plate I (Wmk.) reddish purple lilac-violet

reddish-lilac

violet red-violet violet violet

dull violet-blue blue-violet

slate-blue slate-blue

grey-blue grey-blue grey-blue

dull blue blue

lilac lilac rose-lilac (1889) lilac

2kr - 1890 lilac rose-lilac lilac

Plate II (Wmk.) slate-lilac (1891) lilac-violet

grey-violet slate-violet (1891) grey-violet

* Light/dark shades from the listing in the "Black Book" have not been included.

Perf. 11.5, 13 and 

compound

Perf. 12x11.75 and 

11.5
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colours in the other catalogues with the Stanley Gibbons colours, so that you can cross reference 

the colours on a Stanley Gibbons Colour Key with the colours in the other catalogues.  The 

colours in these other catalogues are only useful if you can cross reference them against the 

Stanley Gibbons catalogue and thus the Stanley Gibbons Colour Key. 

 

If any reader has a whack of these 2kr stamps from the 1874 issue and a Stanley Gibbons Colour 

Key perhaps we can do the same kind of analysis for the stamps on unwatermarked paper. 

 

Originally, I thought that Greg’s idea of putting scans of stamps with these various colours on 

the website as a reference for members was a good idea.  However, as I compared the scans 

above with the original stamps, I realized that any electronic reproduction of colours is never 

accurate enough to use as a colour guide – the blues and the lilac-rose in the above scans are 

close, but the colours of the rest of the stamps in the purple/lilac/violet range are not close 

enough to be useful as a point of reference. 

 
 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: THE SOVIET PORTRAITS ISSUE  

 

Quite a while back, I successfully bid in a Hungarian auction and got the set of imperforate stamps 

of the Soviet Republic Portraits issue illustrated below.  Scott lists the perforated stamps of this 

issue with watermark 137 running both horizontally and vertically.  A note indicates that 

imperforate copies exist, but I am assuming these would also be watermarked.  What I have are 

not watermarked and have no gum, so they are not the pricey set of imperfs.  The question is what 

are they?  They replicate the perforated copies that I have perfectly in both color and detail, but 

the paper is thin and hard. 

 

     
 

Ed David 

 

Johan Sevenhuijsen - The stamps are without a doubt authentic.  I can easily determine the 

position of each stamp on the printing plates: the 20f is from position 18; the 45f, 60f, 75f and 

80f are all from position 20 in the plate (the 75f is from Plate I). 

    

The scans also show that the paper is clearly translucent and does indeed not have a watermark. 

As a result, I am convinced that these are the (extremely rare) proof prints of these stamps that 

were made on 'cigarette paper'.  Congratulations on a very good buy! 
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THE USE OF HUNGARIAN POSTAL STATIONERY CARDS IN 

ROMANIAN TRANSYLVANIA  

 

by Judith Kennett  

Historical background 

 

At the end of World War I, the eastern portion of the Kingdom of Hungary (Transylvania or Erdely 

to the Hungarians) was occupied by Romania.  The Romanian Army crossed into Transylvania on 

20 November 1918 and occupied most of the area east of the Apuseni Mountains by the middle of 

January 1919.  On 2 December 1918, a provisional government for Transylvania was established, 

which kept the Hungarian postal services running.  On 29 January 1919, the General Postal 

Directorate in Bucharest formally took over the operation of existing post offices from the 

Hungarian administration. 

 

In his article in the Stamps of Hungary, Dr. Dan Grecu, an eminent Romanian postal historian, 

describes the situation of the new postal service in Transylvania: 

 

“Thus on 1 February 1919 begins what is known in Romanian postal history as the 

‘Provisional State’ period (namely the first stage of the ‘transition’ period of the Romanian 

Postal Service in the former Hungarian territories).  This provisional period is characterised 

by the use of Hungarian postal materials as provisional Romanian ones. The main reason for 

this was the economic situation in post-war 1919 in Romania, when supplying the wide 

territory of Transylvania and Banat with Romanian items in time was a difficult task. 

This provisional period does not have a unique and finite ending date for the whole territory.  

One can say that the provisional period ended in each post office as soon as the Romanian 

items were supplied, but this can be relative.  In some places the postal items were 

‘Romanised’ only in the late 1920s or even in the 1930s!!”  

 

The remainder of Transylvania, up to the current Hungarian border, was occupied by Romanian 

forces in mid-April 1919 and the Hungarian post offices in this area were transferred to Romanian 

control on 20 April 1919. 

 

Postal rates 

 

With Romanian control of post offices, the existing Romanian postal rates, those applying in the 

old areas of the Kingdom, were introduced.  The main domestic postal rates are summarised in 

Table 1 below (100 bani = 1 Leu). 

 

Table 1: Romanian Domestic Postal Rates in Effect in Transylvania: 1919-1920 

 1.Feb.1919 –  

30. Jun.1919 

1.Jul.1919 –  

30.Jul.1920 

1.Aug.1920 – 

10.Sep.1920 

From 

11.Sep.1920 

Postcards 10b/10f 10b/20f 20b/40f 20b 

Letters/Lettercards 15b/15f 15b/30f 30b/60f 30b 

Registration 25b/25f 25b/50f 1L/2K 1L 
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These initial Romanian rates were in effect until 1 August 1920, when most domestic postal rates 

were doubled.  While the Hungarian currency (100 fillér = 1 Korona) was retained until 10 

September 1920, the exchange rate was reduced from 1 fillér = 1 bani to 2 fillér = 1 bani on 1 July 

1919.  This applied to both Hungarian stamps and to Hungarian postal stationery.  These Romanian 

postal rates were also in effect in the Romanian occupied parts of Hungary proper. 

 

On 1 August 1920, the rate for sending a domestic postcard increased from 10 bani to 20 bani.  At 

some point over the course of August 1920, a new schedule of rates for mail from Transylvania to 

foreign destinations was also put in place.  This schedule of tariffs also raised the foreign postcard 

rate from 10 bani to 20 bani and the fee for registration from 25 bani to 1 Leu, but the basic rate 

for a foreign letter remained at 25 bani.  Dan Grecu, in his book Anii 1919-1921: Romania Mare 

– unideal devenit realitate, monografie de istorie postala, is unsure when during August 1920 

this new set of tariffs for foreign mail came into effect.  These changes are reflected in the figures 

used to illustrate this article. 

 

Postage stamps 

 

The new Romanian postal authorities brought with them supplies of postage stamps in use in the 

old Romanian Kingdom, issues from 1909-1914, with the effigy of King Carol I, but overprinted 

with the monogram of King Ferdinand (King Carol I died in 1914).  The 5 bani green adhesives 

(Michel 248-250) of this issue are illustrated in Figures 1 and 2. 

 

Supplies of Hungarian stamps held in post offices in Transylvania were officially withdrawn on 

30 September 1919. These were then converted to Romanian use by the application of overprints 

incorporating the monogram of King Ferdinand with the initials ‘P.T.T.’ for ‘Posts, Telegraphs 

and Telephones’.  This was done in two centres, Kolozsvar (Cluj) and Nagyvarad (Oradea). 

 

Modification of Hungarian cancellers in Transylvanian post offices 

 

Hungarian cancellers continued to be used until they were replaced with new Romanian devices.  

In some cases, the date order of these cancellers was changed to reflect the Romanian convention.  

In the Hungarian system, the order in the date line was ‘year – month – day’.  In the Romanian 

system, the order was ‘day – month – year’.  For many years, well into the 1920s, it was possible 

to find these ‘modified’ cancellers, with the Hungarian town names, still in use. 

 

The use of Hungarian postal stationery cards 

 

While Hungarian postage stamps were withdrawn from use on 30 September 1919, I can find no 

reference to the invalidation of Hungarian postal stationery.  The examples in Figures 1 and 2 are 

both dated well after the withdrawal of Hungarian postage stamps, so I am assuming that 

Hungarian postal stationery remained valid until the withdrawal of Hungarian currency on 10 

September 1920. 
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Figure 1: A Hungarian postal stationery card dated 1918 (Simady 55) sent from Békés in Romanian 

occupied Hungary on 28 October 1919 to Nagyvarad (Romanian Oradea). Two-line Oradea censor.  

Franking: Hungarian indicium 10f = 5 bani, plus 5-bani overprinted Romanian adhesive for the 10 bani 

domestic postcard rate. 

  

 
 
Figure 2: A Hungarian postal stationery card dated 1916 (Simady 46) sent from Kolozsvar (Cluj) on 25 

November 1919 (cancelled with an unmodified canceller) to Prag (new Czechoslovakia).  Two-line 

censor cachet with town name missing.  Franking: Hungarian indicium 10f = 5 bani, plus 5-bani 

overprinted Romanian adhesive for the 10 bani international postcard rate. 
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Converting Hungarian postal stationery in Transylvania 

 

During 1919, the Romanian authorities began converting stocks of 10 filler Hungarian postal 

stationery cards by overprinting the Hungarian coat of arms in the top left corners with the 

Romanian arms, blacking out lines of Hungarian text and replacing them with Romanian, and 

surcharging the indicia with 10 bani, the current internal postcard rate.  An unused example is 

shown in Figure 3. 

 

 
Figure 3: An unused Hungarian postal stationery card converted to Romanian use. 

 

 
 

Figure 4: A 10 bani overprinted Hungarian postal stationery card from 1918 (Simady 55) sent from 

Szatmarnemeti (Satu Mare) on 22 February 1920 to Maramaros Sziget (Sighetu Marmatiei), received 7 

March 1920 (the date line in the canceller has not been modified).  Censor cachet for Satu Mare. 
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Figure 5: A 10 bani overprinted Hungarian postal stationery card dated 1918 (Simady 55) sent from 

Medgyes (Medias) on 8 March 1920 (the date line of the canceller has been modified) to Stockholm, 

Sweden.  Censor cachet for Blaj (Hungarian Balazsfalva). 

 

 
 

Figure 6: A 10 bani overprinted Hungarian postal stationery card dated 1918 (Simady 55) sent from 

Nagyvarad (Oradea) on 27 August 1920 to London, England.  The additional 15 bani Romanian adhesive 

may be a mistake or because there were no 10 bani adhesives available.  The foreign post card rate had 

risen to 20 bani on 1 August 1920. 
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Remaining stocks of Hungarian field post cards (these cards had been free of postage) were also 

converted by being overprinted with the Romanian arms, blacking out the lines of Hungarian text 

and replacing them with Romanian, and surcharging the indicium with 10 bani, the current internal 

postcard rate.  An unused example is shown at Figure 7. 

 

 
Figure 7: An unused Hungarian field post card converted to Romanian use. 

 

 
 
Figure 8: A 10 bani overprinted Hungarian field post card dated 1918 sent from Kolozsvar (Cluj) on 14 

May 1920 (cancelled with a modified Hungarian canceller) to Maramaros Sziget (Sighetu Marmatiei).  

Double ring Romanian censor cachet, weak impression, but town name may be Cluj. No receiving mark. 
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Figure 9: A 10 bani overprinted Hungarian field post card sent from Brasso (Brasov) on 21 April 1920 to 

Bern Switzerland, with a 5 bani Romanian adhesive added.  This may be a mistake because of confusion 

with rates.  Brasov censor cachet. 

 

 
 

Figure 10: A 10 bani overprinted Hungarian field post card sent from Feketehalom (Codlea) on 24 

December 1920 to Sibiu (Hungarian Nagyszeben) with a 10 bani Romanian adhesive added to make up 

the local post card rate of 20 bani.  At lower edge of card are 2 x 5 bani Social Assistance tax stamps, as 

tax was payable on 20 bani postage. 
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The Michel Europa Ost (East) postal stationery catalogue indicates that these transitional issues of 

postal stationery were valid for use until March 1922. 
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YUGOSLAVIA STUDY GROUP 

Based in the UK, the Yugoslavia Study Group is the only society in the English-speaking 

world devoted to the study of Yugoslavia, its predecessor and successor states, with their 

strong connections to Hungarian, Austrian and German philately.  YSG has around 60 

members, half of whom are based outside the UK. All members receive the quarterly 

journal Jugopošta. The society has held 2 meetings on Zoom so far this year, with members 

from all over the world, which we intend to continue in the future. 

Annual dues are £15 (UK), £17 (rest of Europe), or £18/£23 (rest of world, surface 

mail/airmail).  An “electronic” membership (Jugopošta delivered by email) is £10 

worldwide.  Dues from outside the UK can be paid by PayPal or bank transfer. Details from 

the Treasurer, David Foster at 3 Welland Close, Brookfield, Middlesbrough, TS5 8JG, UK 

or (daveinthenorth@googlemail.com). 
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THE VILLÁNY PROVISIONAL OVERPRINT FROM 1920, A PHILATELIC SPOOF? 

 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

During my visit to Hungary in 2002, László Filep gave me a copy of his Villányi provizórium (The 

Provisional from Villány) manuscript.  All these years, I had filed the article away without my 

translating it, maybe because the original Hungarian version had already been published in the 

2000/7-8 issue of the Bélyegvilág-Filatélia Szemle, and the covers were mentioned in the 

Szilagyi-Muller article from the Jan-Mar 2002 issue of The News.  In his article, Filep presented 

a write-up of five copies of this scarce provisional overprint.  Now that another copy has turned 

up, I think that it’s time to revisit the subject. 

 

Following the end of hostilities in World War I, the so-called Baranya triangle was occupied by 

Serbian forces on November 15, 1918 and remained under their control until August 20, 1921.  

During this 33+ month period, the Hungarian postal administration remained in place and was 

managed from the largest city in the area, Pécs.  The locally available postage stamps and postal 

stationery were overprinted ‘Baranya’ to signify the occupation.  The first series of overprints was 

issued on May 15, 1919; the second series, on December 18, 1919.  In between these dates, on 

October 1, 1919, the district’s postal tariffs were increased.  It is difficult to gauge the actual 

volume of commercial postal traffic during this period because most of the postally used letters 

that have survived are philatelic in nature.  The shortage of stamps must have been a constant 

problem even if we assume that the volume of commercial mailings was light.  Philatelic mailings 

used up a large quantity of the overprinted stamps. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
Map of the ‘Baranya triangle’ bordered by 

the Danube River on the east (right) and the 

Dráva River on the south (bottom).  At that 

time, the largest city was Pécs.  The 

settlement of Villány (population 2,500 in 

2008) probably had 1,500-1,800 souls living 

there in 1920.  The hills around it are famous 

for viniculture. 

 

 

 

 

  

Villány 
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Hence, the creation of the Villány Provisional may have come about out of necessity.  It consisted 

of a rubber stamped ‘negyven fill’ impression made on an existing stock of 10 fillér stamped 

envelopes at the Villány post office.  The first time this overprint was publicized was in the Readers 

Column of the May 1982 issue of the Filatéliai Szemle.  Lajos Schrenk presented an unused copy, 

shown in Figure 1.  The overprint was applied to a copy of the 10 fillér stamped envelope, Simády 

no. 34b, a large format (158x125mm) envelope issued in 1912.  Simády listed this on p. 181 of his 

2nd supplement to his catalog (published in 1989) under Serbian occupation as catalog number 14.  

He also indicated that a second example, mailed from Villány on November 2, 1920 to Chemnitz, 

Germany, existed.  (See Fig. 2.) 

 

 

Filep started out his article by stating that the five examples of this provisional overprint that he 

was familiar with were all overprinted on Simády no. 33b stationery envelope.  The difference 

between 33b and 34b is the height of the numeral ‘10’ in the indicium.  On 33b, it measures 3.5mm 

in height; on 34b, it’s 3mm high.  He also stated an opinion that the ‘negyven fill’ overprint 

represented a surcharge revaluing the indicium on the envelope to 50 fillér. 

 

I’m going to review the four postally used examples that Filep presented in chronological order of 

usage.  (His fifth example was unused.)  Figure 3 is a printed matter mailing from Villány on 

November 24, 1920 to Trieste.  The item went by way of Bern as indicated by the transit marking 

from November 30, 1920.  The ‘-3 DIC 1920’ rubber stamp indicates the arrival date in Trieste.  I 

saved this image from an auction catalog since Filep’s illustrations are all in black and white. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: An unused example of the Villány 

provisional, listed as Simády no. 14 under Serbian 

occupation. 

 

Figure 2: Villány provisional sent as registered 

letter to Chemnitz, Germany, on November 2, 1920 

as pictured in the Samády catalog. 
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Figure 4: Registered letter from Villány to the Belgian Congo. 

 

Fig. 4 above shows a registered foreign letter mailed from Villány on May 6, 1921 to Leopoldville, 

Belgian Congo.  The letter was censored and resealed in Pécs on May 7th and arrived in 

Leopoldville on June 21, 1921.  The Serbian censor stamp is on the front side while the other two 

dates are verifiable from the cancellations on the reverse side.   In addition to the 10f+40f indicium, 

there are 4,90 korona postage stamps affixed to the reverse side.   During the third iteration of the 

Baranya tariffs, the foreign letter rate was 2,50 korona and the registration was also 2,50 korona, 

so the 40 fillér surcharge was disregarded in calculating the postage. 

 

Unfortunately, the cover shown in Fig. 5 was altered: the stamps and the registry label were soaked 

off, so no postage calculation is possible for this item.    

 

Figure 3: Villány provisional used as a 

printed matter mailing from November 

24, 1920 to Trieste.  The franking (10f 

+40f indicium + 15f Harvesters stamp) 

does not correspond to any known 

Hungarian or Baranya supplemental 

tariff for foreign printed matter from 

this period. 

Note that this mailing was sent to a 

stamp dealer. 
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Figure 5: Letter sent from Villány on March 19, 1921 to Lambermont, Belgium by Johann Litter.  He 

added ‘kovács=blacksmith’ after his name and carefully noted his place of residence as ‘Villány, 

Baranya / S.H.S. Bes(atsung)=S(erbian), C(roatian), S(lovenian) Occupation.’ 

 

  
 

Figure 6: Registered letter sent from Villány on June 29, 1921 to Mohács, arriving on June 30th. 

 

The last item presented by Filep shown in Fig. 6 is franked with 3,10 korona stamps of the reverse 

side in addition to the 10f + 40f indicium.  (One of the stamps not seen clearly in the illustration is 

a 100f on 40f Baranya II overprint.)  The postal tariff at this time under the 3rd iteration Baranya 

rates was 1 korona for distance letter and 2,50 korona for registration.  In this instance, the indicium 

surcharge was accepted as 40 fillér while the original 10 fillér was disregarded. 

 

At the conclusion of his article, Filep mentions the existence of another unused example, but does 

not provide any more details.  Based on his article that accounts for five used and two unused 

copies for a total of seven known examples. 
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In the article published in Jan-Mar 2002 issue of The News by Drs. Szilagyi and Muller, the 

authors mention their awareness “of four unused and seven used Villány provisional envelopes in 

existence.”  Furthermore, Paul Szilagyi added footnote 10 to the article concerning Filep’s article: 

 
   10 The otherwise philatelically excellent article had but one ‘hick-up’: at the time the article was published, 

four of these five Villány provisionals were in my collection.  I had won them at the Profila's spring auction 

for an astronomical sum!  The article did not mention that the material is (or was) a Profila auction item, but it 

did not state that it was in the happy hands of a collector!  In reading the article, it seemed that Mr. Filep owned 

these items!  After inquiring at Profila, I was informed that the owner of the covers was not revealed in the 

article because “the Company would have been obliged to pay an advertisement fee”!  Excuse me, if one buys 

an item from an auction house, then it is inherently understood that the purchaser will have the right to exhibit, 

write-up or sell the material and not one of the employees of the firm (in this case Mr. Filep *) will do so, 

especially after the buyer had paid for and received his material!  And, certainly this should not be done without 

a reference to the owner or the particular stamp auction!  Why should not a commercial firm pay for an 

advertisement to the Bélyegvilág?  /PJS/ 

 

 László Filep is an employee of the Profila auction house.  My subtle opinion is that he 

tends to write articles that demonstrate good philatelic research while stirring up interest 

for material being offered at the auction house.  There’s nothing wrong with that approach. 

 

The important meaning of all this is that late Paul Szilagyi owned the four used covers described 

in László Filep’s article, and Paul was sore that László didn’t acknowledge this to the readers.  I’ll 

give him the benefit of the doubt by assuming that he wrote the article after having written up the 

covers for auction but before the lot was sold to Paul.   

 

  
 

Figure 7: Registered letter sent from Villány on August 6, 1921 to Vienna by Johann Litter, 

Postbeamter=postal clerk.  Again, he dutifully endorsed his address as ‘S.H.S. occŭpation.’  The stamps 

on the reverse side total 4,60 korona plus the 10f+40f indicium add up to 5,10 korona.  That fee paid the 

registration (2,50 korona) and the foreign letter rate (2,50 korona) = 5 korona with the overprinted 

indicium accepted as 40 fillér.  Perhaps Filep was wrong about the ‘negyven fill’ being a surcharge.  The 

cover was mailed near the end of the occupation and doesn’t have any censor markings or transit 

cancellation through Pécs as the one shown in Fig. 4 perhaps because the controls were easing (although 

I have other pieces of incoming commercial mail from this period with censor markings).  Also, it does 

not have a Vienna arrival cds, making me wonder if it was actually transported to Vienna. 
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I found this example of a Villány provisional in Figure 7 on eBay recently.  It’s impossible to say 

whether it’s a new discovery that was squirreled away in a collection waiting to be discovered or 

it’s one of the seven known used examples mentioned in the Szilagyi/Muller article.  (Yes, there 

were other parties interested in it, but I wanted it more!  The seller of this cover was from the 

United Kingdom.) 

 

In Figures 8 and 9 I’d like to show two mailings from Villány sent by Franz Bodolácz.  

 

  
 
Figure 8: Registered letter sent from Villány on December 22, 1919 to Chanowitz, Bohemia arriving on 

January 6, 1920.  ‘Franz Bodolácz, Postbeamter=postal clerk Villány Baranya’ was written on the 

reverse side as the sender.  Note that the envelope was endorsed with a ‘7’ possibly indicating the 7th 

mailing as well as ‘10  Stück = 10 pieces’ i.e., 10 stamps.  There is no censor marking on the envelope, 

but it may have skipped that step because there were no enclosures (the flap is folded inside the 

envelope).  [Note: Zoltán Farkas, who wrote an article about the location of the censor offices during the 

Serbian occupation, stated that he had not encountered any censor markings that originated in Villány.  

Nevertheless, István Gazda mentioned two different ones used there without illustrating them.] 
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Figure 9. Registered letter sent from Villány on January 20, 1920 to Zürich, Switzerland 

arriving on February 4, 1920.  ‘Franz Bodolácz, Postbeamter=postal clerk Villány’ showed the 

sender, this time using a rubber stamp that Bodolácz had made, most likely to expedite his mail 

preparation.  Süd. Kuranda Briefmarken-Versand=postage stamp distributor was the recipient.  

Again, there are no censor markings on the envelope. 

 

I find it interesting that both Johann Litter and Franz Bodolácz titled themselves as ‘Postbeamter,’ 

postal clerks of Villány.  It is entirely possible that both were clerks (part time for Litter since he 

was also a blacksmith!); but since Villány was not large enough to have more than one post office, 

in all likelihood there was need to have only one postal clerk employed there.  Bodolácz was 

involved in actively marketing the Baranya overprinted postage stamps since his name is on 

countless philatelic covers. 

 

It is also conceivable that Bodolácz created the ‘negyven fill’ overprints since he had access to the 

stock of envelopes in the post office.  He had the business savvy to market covers to stamp dealers, 

so why not pull off a little shenanigan during the chaos of the occupation?  There must not have 

been much oversight from the Pécs Postal Directorate since it was under the strict supervision of 

the Serbian occupiers.  However, I am surprised that Bodolácz did not avail himself of the 

opportunity to send more examples of the envelopes abroad! 

 

Some of Litter’s handwriting characteristics (script ‘f’ & ‘r’) are common in the addresses on the 

covers shown in Fig. 3 and 5, so I would like to conclude that the printed matter envelope in Fig. 

3 was sent by Litter to the stamp dealer in Triest.  I would also like to point out that Litter’s and 

Bodolácz’s penmanship looks impeccably refined, something you would expect from an erudite 

postal clerk but not necessarily from a blacksmith in 1920.  (So why did Litter write ‘kovács’ on 

the back of one envelope and ‘Postbeamter’ on the back of another?)  Also, there is similarity in 

the writing style of István Jüng, who sent the letter shown in Fig. 4 with the style of writing in the 

address of the cover in Fig. 6 (look at the way the upper case ‘D’s were formed).  Another 

possibility is that Jüng sent the printed matter envelope since the style of the ‘A’ in ‘Alfredo’ from 

Fig. 3 is similar to the ‘A’ in ‘Africa’ in Fig. 4. 
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In summary, this article records six used examples of the Villány provisional: one from Simády’s 

catalog, four from Filep’s article, and one in my possession.  Two, possibly three originated from 

by Johann Litter; of these three, two were sent to stamp dealers.  If we accept the supposition that 

the covers in Figures 4 and 6 were sent by István Jüng (or, the alternate possibility that Jüng was 

behind the printed matter envelope from Fig. 3), then five of our six examples originated from two 

people.  Is it possible that one of them had ‘created’ the provisional OR prompted Bodolácz to do 

so?  If Bodolácz did not create the provisional, he was still complicit in the scheme because he 

accepted the revaluation on the envelope’s indicium as partial payment of the postage required to 

mail the letters. 

 

 
 

Figure 10: Contemporary view of the unpaved Gábor Baross Street in Villány.  Note the 

municipal building on the left with well-dressed village personalities standing in front of it, 

including a policeman.   

 

More bullet points to ponder:  

• Why was the overprinted value of the envelope ‘negyven fill=40 fillér’ at the time the 

Baranya postal tariffs were 60f for a local letter and 1 korona for a distance letter?  Was 

negyven fill the only lettering available to make a rubber stamp? 

• Serbian censorship was sporadic; but there seems to be ample proof that these Villány 

provisionals saw actual, semi-philatelic postal use.  Villány may or may not have had a 

censorship office.  Still, foreign mail would have been processed (and censored?) in Pécs 

for forwarding, most likely through SHS occupied territory.  However, letters were usually 

censored at the point of origin. 

• Also, the frankings on the mailings shown here do not accurately confirm that the exact 

postal tariffs were applied at any one time.   

• The accepted value of the indicium as 10 fillér, 40 fillér or 10+40 fillér seems random.   
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• It is also interesting to note that all of the envelopes shown here had the supplemental 

postage stamps affixed to the reverse side.   

• The examples here show that the provisional envelopes were used between November 1920 

and August 1921.  The question is whether their use was sporadic or a significant quantity 

was available during this 10-month period.  Given the lack of an abundance of non-

philatelic mailings from this timeframe, it’s hard to draw a firm conclusion.   

• All of the letters were sent registered, even the lowly printed matter one.  The serial 

numbers on the registry labels used during this time span start with 266 and end with 948.  

If the labels were used in sequence, then almost 700 registered letters would have been 

mailed in that 10-month period, roughly one such mailing every two days.  Of course, the 

out-of-sequence label no. 784 on the cover in Fig. 2 plays havoc with this analysis. 

• Were these ‘overprinted’ envelopes Mache=fabrication?  If so, three people could have 

been involved: Franz Bodolácz, Johann Litter or István Jüng.  Again, we are handicapped 

by trying to figure out (best guess?) something 100 years later. 

 

Postscript: 

 

By August 1921, Franz Bodolácz had relocated to Pécs as affirmed by the letter in Figure 11 that 

he sent to Germany.  

  

 
 

Figure 11: Letter send by Franz Bodolácz to Berlin in August (day of month is illegible) 1921 using a 

Baranya occupation overprint stamped envelope (Simády Serbian occupation no. 1).  The sender masked 

the indicium and the text on the envelope using obliterated postage stamps. 

 

He no longer considered himself the ‘postbeamter’ of Villány.   Unfortunately, the date in the 

cancellation is illegible.  In early-to-mid August of 1921, Pécs was still occupied by the Serbian 

military, who were anticipating the arrival of Hungarian forces since the Treaty of Trianon came 

into effect on July 27th stipulating the end of the occupation.  The Baranya-Baja Serbian Hungarian 

Republic was declared in Pécs on August 14th and lasted until August 21st when Hungarian forces 

arrived ending the brief tenure of the ‘republic.’  Bodolácz still had a supply of Baranya occupation 
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overprint envelopes, and he used one to send a letter to Berlin.  Since he knew that the letter would 

be censored (‘Czenzurázva’ stamped in Hungarian would indicate that the letter was mailed after 

the Hungarian authorities arrived since they immediately declared a state of emergency in the city), 

he covered up the overprinted, imprinted indicium and the text on the old registered envelope with 

obliterated postage stamps.  Considering that the tariff for the foreign letter was 1K, he ‘spent’ 

1,40K just to mask the undesired details on his letter.  I’m assuming that he did not want to call 

undue attention to his latest business venture. 

 

 
 

Figure 12: The word ‘fillér’ from the overprint is peeking out from under the 1K stamp 

 

Apology: Sorry about the quality of some of the illustrations.  They are 2nd generation, black and 

white copies made 20 years ago. 
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IN MEMORIAM - LÁSZLÓ FILEP (1953-2021) 

 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

The list of László’s philatelic credentials could fill a book.  He was 

an expert in the many facets of Czechoslovak and Hungarian 

philately, a prolific author, editor of several publications, 

consultant to auction houses, and so forth.  The worldwide COVID 

pandemic claimed his life earlier this year.  It is with great sadness 

that I learned of his passing.  

 

His legacy will live on in my article about the Villány provisionals.  

Last, but not least, I need to add another Villány provisional cover 

to the previous article.  László wrote about this in the January 2012 issue of Bélyegvilág that I 

recently came across.  The illustration of the cover is too poor to reproduce, but I would like to 

add it to the list of the eight known covers that I presented. 

 

This cover was offered in the October 2011 Dunafila auction.  It was sent registered from Villány 

on 27 May 1921 to Bern, Switzerland, arriving on 2 June 1921.  There is a transit marking of Pécs 

2 on 27 May 1921 as well as a partial ‘Preglada Censura / Pecej’ censor marking.  The front of the 

cover was franked with the 10f + 40f overprinted indicium (László still insisted that the ‘negyven 

fill’ overprint was surcharge) plus a 40f Harvesters stamp.  The back side had 10 additional stamps 

with a face value of 5,50K for a total franking of 6,40K (including the indicium + overprint).  Since 

the required tariff for a registered foreign letter at the time was 2,50K + 2,50K, this cover was 

overfranked similarly to several of the other covers discussed in the previous article.  The cover 

fetched a bid of HUF90,000 plus commission (~US$300).  Nyugodj békében kedves bélyeggyűjtő 

barátom!   
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 
 

Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Anna Trischan: N49W16441 Lilac Lane, Menomonee Falls WI 53051 USA, 
email: shpauctioneer@gmail.com. You can set your starting price or consult with Anna to establish 
the same.  You can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of 
new acquisitions for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 11 
books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Orders and 
inquiries should be sent to:  

 
Alan Bauer, P.O. Box 4028, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568; tel: (888) 868-8293,  

e-mail: baueralan0414@gmail.com 



 

 
 

TRIANON TRANSITIONS: PUJ IN TRANSYLVANIA 
 

 

 
 

A 10f Hungarian postal stationery envelope (Hodobay 41b) franked with an additional 50 bani 

King Ferdinand ‘Cap Mare’ definitive stamp sent from Puj in Transylvania to Bern, Switzerland 

cancelled on August 29, 1920.  At some point in August 1920, the rate for a registered 

international letter increased from 50 bani to 1 Leu 25 bani.  This letter was either sent before the 

increase or was assessed at the previous rate.  In any case, the 10f indicium, worth 5 bani, at the 

then current exchange rate, was not necessary to meet the tariff and was therefore not cancelled 

(from the collection of Judith Kennett).  


