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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

by Alan Bauer 

 

Hello everyone, I hope that all of you are doing well and are staying healthy.  I have quite a few 

exciting things to talk about in this issue.  First, I’d like to make sure everyone is aware of our new 

major project.  It is a series of expert presentations via Zoom on various topics of Hungarian 

Philately.  The first one was presented by Csaba Kohalmi on the topic of the “Litho vs. Engraved” 

versions of the 1871 issue and was a tremendous success.  We had over thirty attendees and the 

Q&A session lasted longer than the presentation.  We will be continuing this series from January 

to June and then from September to November in 2022 on the second Saturday of the month at 

2pm, starting on January 8th.  The first presentation of the new year will be done by Joe Colbourne 

on the “Perfins of Hungary” 

Here is a list of the presentations.  As you can see, they cover a wide range of topics and we 

welcome additional members to make presentations after this first group is completed.   

 

The Zoom videos of the presentations will also be accessible on our website and we’ve already 

had some people look at the one presented by Csaba.  You can access them by logging into your 

member account, going to the Society section and clicking on SHP recordings.  They are organized 

by month, so you will find Csaba’s in October 2021.  Future presentations will be uploaded a week 

after they are presented. 

Next, we have two major shows to attend in 2022.  The first is Hunfilex 2022, a major International 

Exhibition in Budapest, from March 31 to April 3.  It is the first philatelic exhibit of this level that 

Hungary has been able to host in 51 years.  It will also celebrate the 100-year anniversary of the 

founding of the National Federation of Hungarian Philatelists (MABÉOSZ).  We will have many 

European members attending and hopefully a few from the US.  Please let me know if you plan to 

attend.  We are honored to have six exhibits from five members of the SHP:   

1. Florent Tricot – Hungarian Hyperinflation of 1945-1946: postage due without penalty; 

2. Bob Morgan – Hungary:  The Hyperinflation 1945-1946; 

3. Dr. Zsolt Bodnar – Predeal: Hungarian Post in Romania II (HPSGB) and  

Homokbalvanyos and Zagyvapalfalva: Two Legendary Postmasters (MABEOSZ); 

4. Károly Szucs – Hungary's First Adhesive Revenues During the Forint-Krajczar Currency 

Period 1868-1898; and  

5. Paul de Leeuw van Weenen - The Korona Inflation in Hungary 1920-1926. 

Date Name Topic

2022-01-08 Joe Colbourne Perfins of Hungary

2022-02-12 George Shaw Postal stationery

2022-03-12 Vic Berecz Balloon Post

2022-04-09 Karoly Szucs Papers of Hungarian adhesive revenues

2022-05-14 Jan Jaap de Weerd German censor on Hungarian WWII mail 

2022-06-11 Florent Tricot Hungarian Hyperinflation of 1945-1946

2022-09-10 Robert Lauer The Postal History of The Lost Territories - South Hungary (Bánát & Bácska), 1918-1921

2022-10-08 Chris Brainard How to become an Occupation expert

2022-11-12 Johan Sevenhuijsen Altering Hungarian cancels after the 1918-19 breakup
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In addition to these, we will also have a Society frame put together by Csaba Kohalmi and The 

News in the Literature Class competition. 

The second major show is the Great American Stamp Show in Sacramento, CA on August 25th to 

28th.  We will have a Society Booth there and will host our Annual General Meeting at the show.  

It’s not too early to make plans to attend.  Please let me know if you do plan to attend and I can 

help you with arrangements.  It’s been a couple of years since we’ve had a show to attend where 

we can have a live Annual General Meeting.  That will be very nice.  We will also have a Zoom 

connection from the conference room, so that those members who can’t attend will be able to 

participate in the meeting. 

I want to congratulate Anna on her first full year of running the auction.  We’ve had quite a 

successful run this last year and have provided a lot of good material for our members to acquire.  

That said, there is always a need for more material for consignment.  Some of our members who 

sell on eBay might want to consider our auctions as an alternative to selling on eBay.  In the SHP 

Auction you are targeting an informed audience of about 150 buyers who know the value of your 

material.  The fees are only 10% and after having had my own not so pleasant experiences with 

selling on eBay, I would highly recommend our members consider the SHP auction as an 

alternative selling venue. 

We also have three more books available from Clark Souers.  His book on Hungary Occupations 

was a great success for our membership.  You may be interested in one of his other volumes.  They 

are: 

1) Ukraine Tridents 1918, & Forgeries 

2) Armenia Stamps 1919-1923, & Forgeries 

3) Greek Wars 1897-1922, Stamps & Forgeries 

I found them all quite fascinating.  The price for each is $25, plus $5 for shipping.  The $25 will 

be a donation to the Society, so please consider purchasing these very useful books for your library. 

Finally, I would like to remind everyone that it is time to renew their memberships.  Please send 

your dues in to our Treasurer, Wes Learned, via one of the methods set out on the inside cover of 

The News.  

All of us at the SHP hope that our members have had a safe and happy holiday season and as 

always, I wish you……………………………………………………………….. Happy stamping! 

 

 

WELCOME & KUDOS 

  

A warm welcome to our newest members: Koos Fase from Gorinchem in the Netherlands, Franklin 

P. Holder III of Eastman, Georgia, David Creson of Milton Freewater, Oregon and Edward Janusz 

of Stonington, Connecticut.   
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Congratulations to our two newest Life Members: H. Alan Hoover and James Lee Katona. 

 

Congratulations also need to go to Csaba Kohalmi, who was elected to the 7-member Presidency 

of Maffitt at that society’s Annual General Meeting in September 2021.  The meeting also accepted 

the applications to join of two more SHP members: Dr. Zsolt Bodnar and Florent Tricot.  

Congratulations, gentlemen!  
 

 

THE SHP AUCTIONEER’S REPORT 

 

 
 
 

 

THE RUMINATIONS OF YOUR EDITOR 

 

by Robert Lauer  

  

The 4th quarter of 2021 marks the anniversaries of a number of important events in the history of 

Hungary.  The most recent is the 1956 Hungarian Revolution and Freedom Fight which broke out 

on October 23, 1956 when the mass demonstrations resulting from the state security police firing 

on a crowd of unarmed students turned into a general uprising against the communist government.  

(See the Letter to the Editor from Paul de Leeuw van Weenen on page 8.)  This led to the fall of 

the communist government, the restoration of political parties and the beginning of a democratic 

transformation of the country.  Hungary’s experiment with post-communist government was cut 

short by the invasion of the country by Soviet and Warsaw Pact armies on November 4, 1956.  The 

2021 Year-end Auctioneer's Report

2020D 2021A 2021B 2021C Totals

No. of lots listed 116 120 114 116 466

No. of lots sold 85 92 86 83 346

No. of bids 173 188 170 128 659

No. of Bidders 18 21 15 13

No. of Consignors 7 7 8 6

Amount sold $813.50 $979.00 1,857.50$  1,247.00$  $4,897.00

Comm. and Donated $406.09 $634.14 $1,265.15 $577.46 $2,882.84

Respectfully submitted,

Anna Trischan

SHP Auctioneer

Larger donations, and an increase in number of lots sold, have resulted in increased 

income to the SHP this year, compared to last year.  Many thanks to both the consignors 

and buyers!  Several large consignments have recently been completed, so more lots 

from additional consignors will be needed to maintain current auction income levels.
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heroic resistance of the Hungarian revolutionaries was finally crushed on November 11, 1956.  

While the Hungarian Revolution and Freedom Fight only lasted a little more than 2 weeks, in 

retrospect, it was the first crack in the edifice of the Soviet Empire which came crashing down 33 

years later.   

 

The last quarter of 2021 also marks the centenary of both the settlement of Hungary’s western 

border and the formal end of the almost 400-year reign of the Hapsburg Dynasty.  In October 1921, 

Hungary and Austria, through Italian mediation, reached an agreement on Western Hungary.  A 

plebiscite was to be held in Sopron and eight surrounding villages to determine if they would 

remain part of Hungary or go to Austrian as specified in the Treaty of Trianon.  The rest of Western 

Hungary was to be annexed by Austria.  The plebiscite was held in December 1921 and the 

population of Sopron and the surrounding area voted 65% to 35% to remain part of Hungary.  

October 1921 also saw the last attempt by King Karl to regain the throne of Hungary.  Karl and 

Zita flew from Switzerland and landed in Hungary near the Austrian border, spending their first 

night in Hungary in Sopron.  Karl’s train accumulated pro-royal forces as it progressed towards 

Budapest only to be halted by pro-government forces at Budaörs outside the city.  At this point, 

Czechoslovakia and the SHS Kingdom mobilized their armed forces for an invasion of Hungary.  

The Hungarian Prime Minister, Count István Bethlen, diffused the situation by convincing Karl’s 

supporters of the impossibility of a restoration under the current circumstances.  While Karl 

refused to abdicate, Bethlen agreed with the Entente plan for Karl to go into exile in Madeira.  At 

the end of October 1921, Karl left Hungary forever on a British gunboat.  In November 1921, the 

National Assembly in Budapest passed the Act of Dethronement formally ending the reign of the 

Habsburg Dynasty in Hungary. 
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This issue of The News again has a bumper crop of Letters to the Editor, this time from Paul de 

Leeuw van Weenen, Judy Kennett and Csaba Kohalmi.  Csaba has also contributed an addendum 

to his article in the last issue of The News on the Villány Provisional Overprint on Hungarian 

postal stationery envelopes and a blurb on the discovery of a 77th Airmail cover from the 1945-46 

Hyperinflation.  Derek Pasternack has given us a piece on a Polish Wallenberg-like character and 

from Florent Tricot, we have the first part of a second article from him on postage due during the 

Hungarian Hyperinflation.  Thank you, folks, for your always interesting contributions. 

 

While we are on the topic of the Villány Provisional Overprints, it was only a matter of time before 

a forged version turned up.  In October last year, Csaba sent me a link to an eBay listing by 

Revstamps in Belgrade, Serbia for the forged Villány Provisional Overprint cover illustrated 

below.  It was being offered “as is” with no guarantee of authenticity.  It attracted 4 bids and sold 

for $5.50.  A bit ironic that this turns up just after the publication of Csaba’s article on this subject 

in the last issue of The News. 

 

 
 

 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 2KR ENVELOPE ISSUE COLOURS 

 

Thank you for your detailed response to Greg’s Letter to the Editor about the colours of the 1881 

2 krajcár stamp from the envelope design series.  In response to your comments, I have now sorted 

through all of my 1874 envelope design stamps and a scan of seven stamps that show the range of 

colours of the 2kr is shown below.  
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The first five are perf 13, the last two are perf 11½.  So, the last two are from later than 7 July 

1879, which is the earliest date that I have for a perf 11½ stamp.  These seven stamps have, as far 

as I can see, the following colours based on the Stanley Gibbons Colour Guide: pale lilac, pale 

reddish lilac, pale reddish purple, pale slate violet, slate violet, slate blue and claret. 

 

However, in the Stanley Gibbons Colour Guide, the squares are full of colour and the stamps only 

have small areas with as much ink as on the colour squares in the Guide.  As a result, it is difficult 

to be sure of the colour names.  

Paul de Leeuw van Weenen 

 

Editor – Thanks to Paul having sold me some of his duplicates, I now have eight of these 2kr 

stamps from the 1874 version of this issue on unwatermarked paper.  The shades of my examples 

on the Stanley Gibbons Colour Key are reddish purple, magenta, reddish-lilac, reddish violet, 

slate-violet and mauve.  The overlap with Paul’s list of colours is obvious and substantial, 

though I think the last stamp in Paul’s scan is the mauve from the Stanley Gibbons listing, as 

opposed to claret, which has too much brown in it.  In the table below, I have added into the 

Stanley Gibbons column in red the various colours from Paul’s scan above and the stamps in my 

collection and then tried to line up the colours in the other catalogues with the Stanley Gibbons 

colours, so that you can hopefully cross-reference these against the Stanley Gibbons Catalogue 

and Colour Key.          

 

 
 

As with the 1881 version of this issue on watermarked paper, this gives a better sense that the 

original colours of these stamps deteriorated into a range of colours, as indicated in the 

paragraph from the Monographie that I quoted on pages 6 and 7 of the last issue of The News, 

rather than there being a small number of distinct colours for this denomination. 

  
 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: DÉL-VISSZATÉRT 

 

I've been very entertained and busy as a result of the April-June 2021 issue of The News.  First, I 

read your article on the return of the Southern Provinces, then dug around and found a Visszatért 

drawer with examples from Czechoslovakia and Carpatho-Ukraine, as well as Yugoslavia.  

Transylvania has a drawer to itself.  I found my copy of Mervyn Benford's book, “The Visszatért 

Period in Hungarian Philately” and also a copy of the Monograph on the Bánát and Bácka by 

Tonnes Ore.  Have scanned two examples from the Yugoslavia drawer, and they are illustrated on 

the next page.   

Scott Philatelia Hungarica Stanley Gibbons "Black Book"*

2Kr - 1874 magenta

(No Wmk.) red-violet red-violet reddish violet violet

violet (grey) violet slate-violet grey-violet

reddish purple lilac-violet

lilac lilac 

reddish-lilac red-lilac

rose-lilac rose-lilac mauve rose-lilac

grey-blue slate-blue slate-blue blue-violet

Perf. 11.5, 13 and 

compound
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The Palanka cover has had the envelope flap removed from the back, with the sender's details, but 

I wonder if the small script under the block of four stamps might be a precis of the details. (Editor 

– “Feladó dijázta” was added to the cover by a postal clerk and means that the cover was 

overfranked by the sender.)  The big cachet with the coat of arms has a military camp look and the 

Ellenorizve cachet has what looks like a camp censor's signature and the date 941.V.2. 

 

 
 

The scanned postal stationery card has what I think might be a provisional canceller for Ujvidek, 

perhaps used in the early days of the occupation before the special Visszatert canceller arrived. 

The card is addressed to Beograd, which was now in a foreign country, so I suspect it is underpaid. 

But no sign of any postal due markings, so it got through, no doubt in the confusion of the early 

days. 

Judith Kennett 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR: DÉL-VISSZATÉRT 

 

Back in the spring, the Hungarian news sites were also 

commemorating the 80th anniversary of the invasion 

of Yugoslavia.  This was one of the pictures used.  It 

shows a line of Ansaldo mini-tanks (tankettes?) on 

their way to liberating Bácska.  The contraption was 

sold to Hungary by Italy (what a rip-off!) and as you 

can see, it was of questionable military value, but they 

were a significant part of Hungary's mechanized 

forces.  (In the early stages of World War II, a lot of 

the 'honvéd' travelled by bicycle and used horse-

drawn wagons to haul equipment.)  The mechanized 

division was established as part of the 1936 Daranyi rearmament program.  It was headquartered 

at Hajmaskér (near Veszprém) at the old K.u.K. artillery school.  My father, not being able to get 

a job, enlisted around 1937.  He was trained in driving these Ansaldo tankettes. 

 

Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: A NEEDLE IN A PHILATELIC HAYSTACK 

 

Further to the article ‘Searching for a Needle in the Philatelic Haystack’ by Csaba Kohalmi in The 

News, April-June 2019, below is a 23 October 1956 cover out of my Zala collection!  It is a 

registered letter from Magyarszerdahely, a small village 20 km north from Nagykanizsa, to 

Nagykanizsa.  The postmark is MAGYARSZERDAHELY 56 X.23 13 and affixed is a Bianco R-

label with a handwritten “56 X 23”.  The arrival cancellation is Nagykanizsa is 1F on the rear dated 

956 OKT. 23 18, so only 5 hours later.  The sender lived in Magyarszentmiklós (see written return 

address), another small village in the neighbourhood of Magyarszerdahely.  The post functioned 

that day in Zala, 200 km from Budapest, in a normal way. 

 

  

Paul de Leeuw van Weenen 
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ADDENDUM TO THE STORY OF THE VILLÁNY PROVISIONAL 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

I received a scan of the page from a 2011 Dunafila auction catalog that showed three items posted 

in Villány during the Serbian occupation from Paul de Leeuw van Weenen.  Two of them were 

sent by ‘Postbeamter Franz Bodolácz’ in the course of his marketing the Baranya overprints.  (One 

was addressed to ‘Timbres-poste Four Collections Monsieur B. Mendelsohn’ in Paris, an obvious 

philatelic mailing.)  These two items, while interesting postal history of the occupation, were 

typical Bodolácz creations.  The third item was the example of the Villány ‘negyven fill’ 

provisional overprint on a 10 fillér stamped envelope that I mentioned in László Filep’s obituary.  

And, it was not mailed by any of the three individuals mentioned in my previous article (The 

Villány Provisional Overprint From 1920, A Philatelic Spoof?  The News of Hungarian 

Philately, July-September 2021).  Now that I have a legible scan to illustrate, I can at least make 

a couple of observations. 

 

 
Letter sent from Villány on May 26, 1921 to Bern, Switzerland, arriving on June 2, 1921. 

 

Unfortunately, this cover does not help to clear up anything about the Villány provisional mystery.  

The letter received a transit mark in Pécs (Pécs 2, May 27, 1921) and was opened and censored 

there.  Note the resealing tape on the left side and the smudged Serbian censor stamp on the front 

of the cover.  As usual with these items, most of the stamps were added to the reverse side of the 

envelope.  The total value of the stamps is 5,90 korona plus the 10 fillér indicium (or revalued to 

40 fillér by the overprint or 10 + 40 fillér surcharge according to László Filep’s theory) giving 

three possible sums for the franking: 6,00 / 6,30 / 6,40 korona. 

 

During the third iteration of Baranya postage rates, a foreign letter cost 2,50K + registration of 

2,50K for a total of 5,00K, so the letter was overfranked by at least 1K.  The cover was sent by 

Plank József making him the fourth possible user of these envelopes.  The letter travelled through 

Pécs, was censored there, and bears the arrival postmark of Bern.  Only one of the previously 

illustrated covers (Figure 4 in my previous article) has these characteristics.  The ‘negyven fill’ 

overprint shows a line above ‘negyven’ confirming, in my opinion, that it was applied with a rubber 

stamp.  The ‘overprint’ in Figure 4 of the previous article also shows this characteristic.  Therefore, 
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the statement from the Bodor-Szigeti catalog about the overprint being printed (typographed) is 

wrong.  Also, the ‘overprint’ appears at various angles on the different examples making the hand-

stamped application more plausible. 

 

Paul de Leeuw van Weenen also quoted from the book Die jugoslawische Postzensur von 1918 

bis 1921 by Hermann Dietz and Helmut Kobelbauer, 2012, that István Gazda was wrong in saying 

that Villány had censor marks.  

 

Recently, our fellow philatelic associates from Great Britain (David Williams and Roger Morrell) 

contributed another example to this never-ending story after reading my original article.  This 

cover, sent as printed matter from Villány to Halmstad, Sweden by ‘Postbeamter’ Johann Litter, 

doesn’t clear anything up either; in fact, it makes the story even murkier. 

 

 
Provisional envelope sent from Villány on January 8, 1921 by Johann Litter to a stamp dealer in Sweden.  

A pair of 5 fillér Harvesters stamps were used for franking the printer matter rate envelope (endorsed in 

German:Drucksache).  According to the Baranya postal rate table published in the 1997/3 issue of 

Bélyegvilág, the foreign printed matter rate at the time was 20 fillér.  The same rate applicable to the 

unoccupied parts of Hungary shown on the HPS-GB website (hpsgb.com) was 50 fillér.  So, if we accept 

the overprinted value of the envelope at 40 fillér, Postbeamter Litter paid the correct Hungarian rate, but 

overpaid the then current Baranya rate for the mailing. 

 

A few observations about this cover: 

• It was properly censored by the Serbian authorities in Pécs. 

• It was sent unsealed (the back flap is tucked in). 

• It is lacking an arrival cancellation on the back side. 

• Its condition is pristine, surprisingly clean after having gone through the mail.  Roger 

confirmed that the dealer who sold him the cover stated that he purchased it from a collector 

in Sweden, so it was postally used. 

• Johann Litter was one of the three ‘actors’ who had access to these envelopes and used 

them.  Two of the ‘users’ were associated with the Villány post office.  Was it their 

intention to ‘stretch’ the 10 fillér face value of the envelopes (and make a profit of at least 

30 fillérs) sending their ‘business’ offerings to collectors and stamp dealers? 
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• Litter’s 2 x 5 fillér franking along with the 10 fillér indicium on the envelope would have 

paid that Baranya rate of 20 fillér correctly.  Could it be that he used the stamps as a 

workaround in case the officials of the Pécs postal directorate objected to the negyven fill 

overprint?  This might also explain the consistent overfranking on the other mailings!  

Neither Litter nor Bodolácz trusted in the negyven fill being accepted as a bona fide 

overprint. 

 

Editor - Sometimes I have to put things in a table format to wrap my head around them.  So, I 

decided to do that with these used Villány Provisional Postal Stationery Envelopes. 

  

 
 

If I have got this right, it was only the last two mailings where the indicium was counted for any 

more than the original 10f, and then for only 40f.  So, László's thought that it was a surcharge on 

the 10f is clearly not supported by any empirical evidence.  The only plausible story here is that 

the overprinting revalued the indicia from the original 10f to 40f.  However, for the first five 

covers that were mailed, the "revaluation" of the indicia to 40f didn't matter because it was not 

necessary to pay the going rate given the stamps that were applied to the item - the "revaluation" 

overprint has no more significance than an odd-looking cancellation.  It was only the last two 

mailings where they had the "intestinal fortitude" (as my father would have said) to actually 

attribute any value to the "revalued" indicia.   
 

VASVÖRÖSVÁR – WESTERN HUNGARY  

by Robert Lauer 

As I was wading through all of the envelope 

design stamps that Greg Gessell sent me, I 

found this nice town cancel from 

Vasvörösvár (left), a small village southwest 

of Oberwart in the southern part of 

Burgenland/Western Hungary which was 

ceded to Austria in 1921.  The current name 

of the village is Rotenturm an der Pinka and 

the main landmark in the village is the 

Schloss Rotenturm (right) – “red-tower 

castle”, which was built in the 1860s by Count Erdödy and which gives the village its name in both 

German and Hungarian. 
   

Villany Provisional PSE – Used 

Date Destination Franking in 
Stamps 

Rate Value of 
Indicium 

     

920.Nov.2 Chemnitz, Germany 2K90 Foreign Registered Letter = 2K Nil. 

920.Nov.24 Trieste, Italy 15f Foreign Printed Matter = 20f 5f 

921.Jan.8 Halmstad, Sweden 10f Foreign Printed Matter = 20f 10f 

921.Maj.6 Leopoldville, Belgian Congo 4K90 Foreign Registered Letter = 5K 10f 

921.Maj.26 Bern, Switzerland 5K90 Foreign Registered Letter = 5K Nil. 

921.Jun.29 Mohacs, Hungary 3K10 Domestic Registered Letter = 3K50  40f 

921.Aug.6 Vienna, Austria 4K60 Foreign Registered Letter = 5K 40f 
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UJPEST 

by Alan Soble 

In his Letter to the Editor in the last issue of The News, “To Hyphenate or Not to Hyphenate,” 

Paul de Leeuw van Weenen displays a postal stationery card addressed, by hand, to “Ujpest” and 

cancelled twice, once by a “UJPEST” strike and once by the hyphenated “UJ-PEST” (Figure 1).1 

He also mentions that both cancels lack an acute accent on “U,” their manufacturers neglecting the 

“új” spelling of “new” (neu) in Hungarian.  I soon discovered that “Ú” did exist on an earlier “F” 

canceller (1875; Monográfia VI, p. 166) and on the closely concurrent 4B (1912; Figure 2) and 

5A (1913) “J” cancellers (MG VI, p. 300).2 

I have uncovered similar orthographic differences 

for the names of Vágújhely, Németbóly, Crikvenica, 

and Újvidék.3  Indeed, I have been working on a 

detailed postal history study of Újvidék (Neusatz), an 

interesting case.  The town was (re)moved after 

WWI from the Kingdom of Hungary to Serbia and 

Yugoslavia (Novi Sad) and was (re)taken by 

Hungary in 1941 during the Délvidék Visszatért. 

After WWII, it became Vojvodina’s capital. In the 

planned study, I would have discussed Újpest, due to 

the orthographic parallels.  Thanks to Paul, now is a 

good time to focus on it. 

 

 

Two different cancellers were applied to Paul’s card, both 

dated 907 DEC 30.  The hyphenated UJ-PEST cancel was 

struck by the “K/1G” canceller; the anhyphenated 

“UJPEST” by the “J/4.” (See terminology, Table 1.)  Paul 

thinks the features of the cancels are “confusing.”  Two 

other details magnify this confusion. (1)  There is a third 

punctuation variety, the dehyphenated UJ PEST,4 which 

has orthographic format 760 (MG IV, pp. 23, 338).  All 

three formats are shown in Figure 3.  And (2), according 

to MG VI (p. 359), Paul’s “K/1G” canceller was not used 

until 1909, yet the cancel date on the card is 1907.  Oy! 

 

Figure 2: Accented “Újpest” on the “J/4B” canceller, [1]915 SEP 14. 

 
Punctuation 

Type 

Ékezet 

nélkül 

Ékezettel 

Hyphenated Uj-Pest Új-Pest 

Dehyphenated Uj Pest Új Pest 

Anhyphenated Ujpest  Újpest 

Table 1: Six possible town-name spellings. 

Table derived from my “Bóly Postal History and 

Orthography,” p. 12, as applied to Németbóly. 

 

Figure 1: Paul’s two overlapping Ujpest 

cancels.  Why twice?  Leaving from,  

arriving at, different Ujpest post offices? 
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Figure 3: Inflation 

Parliaments (500K, 2000K) 

cancelled UJ PEST, UJ-

PEST, and UJPEST, none 

with an accented “Új.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Three 1951–53 

Épületek, MPK 1242, 1228, 

and 1374, all inscribed 

“Ujpesti,” without an accent. 

 

 

The situation regarding the accent in “Új” is “confusing,” although I prefer Csaba Kohalmi’s “no 

rhyme or reason.”5  “Újpest,” “Újvidék,” “Vágújhely,” and so forth, appear frequently enough in 

cancels to make their accents real, but no consensus about the orthographic bona fides of “Új” has 

been forthcoming.  For example, some stamps announce on their faces that the accent in “Újpest” 

can be dispensed with (Figure 4).  Yet, the very Katalógus which provides descriptions of these 

ékezet nélkül stamps is not reluctant to state that all three depict structures in the place “Újpest.” 
 

NOTES 

 

1. The News of Hungarian Philately 52:3 (July–Sept., 2021), p. 5. 

2. I did not find in MG VI any Ujpest cancel prior to “F,” nor in the pre-stamp handbook (Térfi Béla, 

Magyar Postai Lebetűzések. I. Rész, Belyegelőtti Levelek és Azok Lebetűzései [Budapest, 1943], pp. 

237–38). 

3. “Vágújhely,” NHP 43:2 (April–June, 2012), pp. 17–26; “Bóly: Postal History and Orthography,” NHP 

45:3 (July–Sept., 2014), pp. 9–28; “Újvidék, an Interloper,” Philatelica 14:2 (2014), p. 60; and 

“Cirkvenica–Crikvenica,” Stamps of Hungary, No. 214 (Sept. 2018), pp. 15–21. 

4. I had shown the three punctuation types in “Vágújhely,” and a fourth, VÁG:ÚJHELY, with two accents. 

See item 118d, MG II (p. 289) and Figure 6 in “Vágújhely.”  VÁG:UJHELY, with one accent, also appears 

in MG II (p. 294). 

5. Personal correspondence. 
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THE POLISH WALLENBERG 

by Derick Pasternak 

With the German invasion of Poland in 1939, Henryk Sławik, a journalist and Polish military 

officer, retreated into Hungary, with which Poland now had a border as the result of the recent 

Hungarian annexation of Carpatho-Ukraine (Ruszinszkó).  He was interned as a combatant 

(Hungary was not at war at the time).  József Antall Senior (the father of the first post-Communist 

prime minister of Hungary), a member of the interior ministry at the time, moved him to Budapest 

and installed him as the head of the Citizens’ Committee for helping Polish refugees.  In addition 

to helping some of his comrades escape into the West and eventually to the Polish Armies fighting 

on the side of the Allies, Sławik also started issuing certificates of Polish citizenship and Roman 

Catholic faith to some 5000 Polish Jews, who had also fled to Hungary.  In addition, he created an 

“Orphanage for Children of Polish Officers,” actually Jewish children, in Vác.  The Papal Nuncio, 

Angelo Rotta lent credence to the orphanage by visiting it. 

          

Henryk Sławik was arrested by the Germans when they occupied Hungary in March 1944 and 

executed not long after.  His daughter was hidden by the Antall family and was reunited with his 

widow after the war.  Poland issued the stamp above left in 2019 (Scott #4435) in memory of 

Henryk Sławik, whose philatelic remembrance now joins those of Raoul Wallenberg, Carl Lutz, 

Giorgio Perlasca, and José Castellanos as those among the dozens of foreigners helping Jews in 

Hungary during World War II.  Nearly identical statues of Henryk Sławik and József Antall Sr. 

sitting at a table (above right) have been installed in Warsaw and Budapest and a section of the 

Danube riverbank in Budapest has been named after Sławik.  

References:    

1. Dr. Henryk Sławik: A Polish Raoul Wallenberg?  

www.holocaustforgotten.com/slawik.shtml. 

2.  Book review: “Grzegorz Lubczyk: A lengyel Wallenberg: Henryk Slawik és idősebb 

Antall József története” by R. Péterm http://www.rabbi.hu/konyv76.htm. 
3.  https://righteous.yadvashem.org  

 
 

http://www.holocaustforgotten.com/slawik.shtml
http://www.rabbi.hu/konyv76.htm
https://righteous.yadvashem.org/
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THE 77TH RECORDED HYPERINFLATION AIRMAIL COVER 

 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

 
 

The 77th Airmail cover was sold by the eBay seller ‘goldpath,’ who resides in Carmel, Indiana to 

an SHP member in France.  I discussed the sale with the seller in person at the Indypex Stamp 

Show last October.  He was astonished by the price he received for the non-descript, stampless 

cover.  By the time I told him that it was the 77th known such cover in the world, he was visibly 

impressed. 

The letter was mailed at the Budapest 72 post office on July 20, 1946 during the next-to-last 26th 

rate period of the hyperinflation.  It was endorsed both with the Készpénzzel Bérmentesítve 

cancellation as well as the Taxe Perçue cachet to indicate that the postage was paid in cash.  The 

tariff indicated in pencil for the 7-gram letter was 3,400,000 aP (adópengő/tax pengős).  The 

foreign letter rate was 400,000 aP.  The balance of the fee paid (3,000,000 aP) was for the airmail 

surcharge.  The airmail surcharge for a letter to England was 0.10 gold franc for each 10-gram 

increment.  The value of the gold franc was calculated on an ever changing, daily rate.  On July 

20th, the published rate for one gold franc was 30 million aP, so 1/10th of that was 3 million aP.  

Hence, the tariff charged was 400,000 + 3,000,000 = 3,400,000 tax pengős.  Bob Morgan’s listing 

of known Hyperinflation airmail covers, updated for this cover, follows on the next page. 
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The list of Air Mail covers recorded* 77, (updated August 22, 2021) in chronological order 
 

rateperiod 1946           weight           destination          country                                                     rate paid 

14 May 2 5 ½ grams Los Altos, CA USA........................................................................ 108,000,000 Pengö 

14 May 2 12 ½ grams San Francisco USA........................................................................ 158,000,000 Pengö 

14 May 4 3 ½ grams Cleveland USA.......................................................................... 78,000,000 Pengö 

14 May 6 5 grams New York USA........................................................................ 108,000,000 Pengö 

14 May 7 5 ½ grams East Orange, NJ USA........................................................................ 208,000,000 Pengö 

14  May 8 7 grams Philadelphia USA........................................................................ 308,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 10 9 ½ grams Patterson USA........................................................................ 340,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 11 4 grams New York USA........................................................................ 290,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 11 6 grams London England .................................................................... 60,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 11 5 grams Jackson Heights USA........................................................................ 290,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 11 8 grams New York USA........................................................................ 540,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 12 5½ grams New York USA........................................................................ 540,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 16 12 grams Los Angeles USA........................................................................ 540,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 17 7 grams New York USA..................................................................... 1,040,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 17 10 grams Stockholm Sweden ..................................................................... 90,000,000 Pengö (90 milpengö) 

15 May 17 7 grams  ** London England .................................................................. 170,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 17 15 grams** Jersey City USA..................................................................... 1,620,000,000 Pengö 

15 May18 6 grams Bronx USA..................................................................... 1,640,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 20 4 grams Hamilton New Zealand ....................................................... 2,160,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 20 3½ grams Arlington USA..................................................................... 1,160,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 21 8 grams New York USA..................................................................... 2,160,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 21 6 grams Los Altos USA..................................................................... 2,160,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 22 5 grams Hollywood USA..................................................................... 2,160,000,000  Pengö 

16 May 24 10 grams** Paris France ..................................................................... 680,000,000 Pengö (680 milp) 

16 May 25 4½ grams Sydney, NSW Australia .............................................................. 6,160,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 26 10.4 grams** Los Angeles USA................................................................... 18,480,000,000 Pengö 

17 May 27 5 grams New York USA..................................................................... 6,480,000,000 Pengö 

17 May 27 4 grams New York USA..................................................................... 6,480,000,000 Pengö 

17 May 27 13grams Millom England ............................................................... 1,680,000,000 Pengö (1,680 milp) 

17 May 29 5 grams Göteborg Sweden ................................................................ 1,480,000,000 Pengö 

17 May 29 4 grams Los Angeles USA................................................................... 10,480,000,000 Pengö 

17 May 30 3½ grams New York USA................................................................... 10,480,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 1 14 grams New York USA................................................................... 37,600,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 1 5 grams New York USA................................................................... 13,600,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 1 4 grams ** Newark USA................................................................... 16,800,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 3 10 grams Harefield England ............................................................... 4,100,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 3 9 grams Los Angeles USA................................................................... 51,600,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 8 3½ grams Miami USA  ................................................................ 101,600,000,000 Pengö (101,600 milp) 

18 June 9 9 grams  ## Stockholm Sweden .............................................................. 11,600,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 9 4 grams Chicago USA................................................................. 101,600,000,000 Pengö 

19 June 11 3 grams New York USA................................................................. 216,000,000,000 Pengö  

19 June 11 10½ grams New York USA................................................................. 616,000,000,000 Pengö 

19 June 14 16 grams New York USA...............................................................2,016,000,000,000 Pengö 

19 June 15 5 grams Toronto Canada ............................................................. 516,000,000,000 Pengö 

19 June 16 6½ grams London England ........................................................... 166,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 17 19 grams London England ........................................................... 380,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 19 7 grams   # Stockholm Sweden ............................................................ 580,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 19 4½ grams New York USA...............................................................5,080,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 19 12 grams ** London England .........................................................1,240,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 22 8 grams New York USA............................................................. 20,080,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 23 31/2 grams New York USA............................................................. 20,080,000,000,000 Pengö 

21 June 24 4 grams New York USA............................................................. 21,600,000,000,000 Pengö = 21.6 billió 

21 June 24 6 grams New York USA............................................................. 41,600,000,000,000 Pengö 

21 June 26 3 grams New York USA............................................................. 81,600,000,000,000 Pengö = 81.6 billió  

21 June 27 4½ grams Hammond USA........................................................... 201,600,000,000,000 Pengö = 201.6 billió 

21 June 29 7 grams London England ..................................................... 100,480,000,000,000 Pengö 

23 July 5 3½ grams  Stockholm Sweden ...................................................... 208,000,000,000,000 Pengö 

23 July 6 5 grams Melbourne, Vic. Australia ........................................ 20,008,000,000,000,000,000 Pengö = 20 trillió 

24 July 11 4 grams *** New York USA.......................................... 2,001,200,000,000,000,000,000 Pengö = 2,001 trillió + 

24 July 11 4 grams Vineland USA.......................................... 2,000,400,000,000,000,000,000 Pengö = 2,000 trillió+ 

25 July 14 5 grams New York USA............................................................................ 9,320,000 adópengö 

25 July 14 3 grams Sydney, NSW Australia ................................................................... 13,940,000 adópengö 

25 July 15 10 grams Ventnor City USA.......................................................................... 17,860,000 adópengö 

25 July 16 5 grams New York USA.......................................................................... 12,580,000 adópengö 

25 July 17 8 grams London England ...................................................................... 2,090,000 adópengö 

26 July 18 7.5 grams Kosta Sweden ....................................................................... 2,100,000 adópengö 

26 July 18 4 grams New York USA.......................................................................... 17,100,000 adópengö 

26 July 18 5 grams Miami USA.......................................................................... 17,100.000 adópengö  

26 July 20 5 grams Newark USA.......................................................................... 30,400,000 adópengö 

26 July 20 71/2grams London England ...................................................................... 3,400,000 adópengö 

26 July 20 5 grams Sydney,NSW Australia ................................................................... 45,400,000 adópengö 

27 July 24 5 grams New York USA........................................................................ 151,600,000 adópengö 

27 July 24 4 grams Chislehurst England .................................................................... 16,600,000 adópengö 

27 July 25 5 grams Sydney,NSW Australia ................................................................. 226,600,000 adópengö 

27 July 26 3 grams Los Angeles USA........................................................................ 451,600,000 adópengö 

27 July 27 11 grams New Brunswick USA..................................................................... 4,501,600,000 adópengö 

27 July 31 14 grams Rahway, NJ USA..................................................................... 2,401,600,000 adópengö 

 

*    A few (3) covers we did not see, but responsible reporting occurred and included here. 

**   Registered. *** Registered, Returned to Sender                                            # Front only 

*** Registered, Returned to Sender.  ## Rate paid with stamps 
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POSTAGE DUE DURING THE HUNGARIAN HYPERINFLATION OF 1945-1946 - 

WHEN THE RECIPIENT WAS UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO PAY: PART I 

by Florent Tricot 

I- Introduction 

So, what happens when the recipient of a piece of mail that is postage due is not found or when 

the recipient refuses to pay the postage due?  This must have been quite common during the 

Hungarian hyperinflation of 1945-1946.  The destruction at the end of the Second World War, and 

the resulting displacement of people, the number of people killed during the conflict and the 

general disorganization of institutions trying to rebuild themselves all contributed to the number 

of situations where the recipient of a piece of mail was not at the destination marked as the address.  

To these must be added the cases where the postman arrived at the home of a recipient when he or 

she was not present.  The general destitution of the population and the difficulty of finding postage 

stamps also increased the number of unpaid or insufficiently franked pieces of mail, which in turn 

contributed to the number of situations where the recipient refused or was unable to pay the postage 

due for a piece of mail. 

 

As I indicated in my first article on postage due during the Hungarian Hyperinflation, copies of 

the Hungarian postal regulations prior to June 9, 1945 have not yet been found.   In this situation, 

all one can do is describe what happened with respect to pieces of mail in these situations.  

Analyzing why a piece of mail has been charged an amount of postage due without access to the 

written rules is often difficult; one has to put oneself in the shoes of the employees of the post 

office who had to deal with this mail, and who sometimes had different interpretations of whatever 

rules existed.  When the recipient could not be found, despite an address search or when the 

recipient refused or was unable to pay the amount due, the piece of mail was returned to the sender 

and a sum of postage due was then claimed from the sender.  In all of these cases, the primary 

purpose of the postal system, which is to get the mail into the hands of the intended recipients, had 

not been fulfilled.  The documents shown below in this article are so many “almost” unique pieces.  

On the basis of these examples, I have tried to explain what happens in these situations, and here 

are the results.  I won't pretend that I have everything figured out, but hopefully the following 

article will highlight the complexity of this subject matter.   
 

II- The addressee was not present when a postage due item was delivered 

If the addressee was not present at the address on the first day a piece of mail was delivered to an 

address, the item may have been delivered again to this address on following days if it was not a 

large parcel.  If it was a bulky item or if the postman did not intend to return to this address in the 

following days, a notice was deposited in the recipient's mailbox advising them that they could 

pick up the piece of mail and pay the amount of postage due at the post office.  (I have not yet 

found a notice for a postage due item.  If any reader has found one of these, I would really 

appreciate a scan.)  Remember that the delivering post office indicated the amount of the postage 

due on the item by affixing the requisite amount in postage due stamps, or when they were not 

available, by handwritten notation.  This was the amount to be collected from the addressee and 

these stamps were canceled at the post office before the postman delivered the item to the address 

in question.   



The News of Hungarian Philately 
 

18 

October – December 2021 
 

If the recipient was not at home, the piece of mail was delivered the following day, without further 

addition of postage due.  As a result, it is difficult to know if this happened with most regular 

pieces of mail.  However, with parcels, the delivering post office had to affix a date stamp on the 

back of the parcel card for each day it tried to deliver a parcel to an address. 
 

If the recipient came to the post office to pick up a piece of mail and pay the postage due 

amount, the postal worker who collected the amount due would then indicate this on the piece of 

mail.  For regular pieces of mail, the postage due paid in cash by the recipient was validated by 

affixing a special date stamp in red for a cash payment with the wording "KÉSZPÉNZZEL 

BÉRMENTESITVE" and the name (and number) of the post office. 
 

 
 

Figure 1: A local printed matter postcard fraudulently franked with three 50P revenue stamps, sent from 

Budapest 112 on January 23, 1946 (Period 6) to Budapest 4.  The rate (PRT144.100 / A.4) for printed 

matter was 150P for 20g.  The revenue stamps were not accepted, as they were outlined by blue pencil, the 

calculation of the amount due is 2x150P = 300P.  "Portó 300" is handwritten in blue pencil.  Payment by 

the recipient was made at the post office as indicated by the red date stamp applied on January 30, 1946 at 

Budapest 4. 
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Figure 2: A local postcard sent unpaid from Budapest 9 on April 25, 1946 (Period 13) to Budapest 4. The 

rate (PRT220.600 / A.4) for a local postcard was 200,000P.  The calculation of the amount due is 

2x200,000P = 400,000P. "400.000P" is handwritten in blue pencil above the Type T7 postage due 

marking (the "T") and the Budapest 4K date stamp for April 27, 1946.  It appears that the recipient was 

not at home and the card was returned to the post office as the postage due amount is crossed out.  

Finally, the payment was made by the recipient at the post office as the red date stamp was applied on 

April 27, 1946 at Budapest 4.  Once again, “P 400,000” was handwritten on the bottom of the card to 

certify the payment of the sum due. 

 

 
 

Figure 3: A domestic postcard sent franked with two 20P postage stamps from Balatonaliga on July 31, 

1946 (the last day of hyperinflation) to Budapest. The 2 postage stamps and the face value of the postal 

stationery card were worthless and the postcard was considered to have been unpaid and therefore 

subject to penalty at double the rate.  The postage due was calculated on August 1, 1946 at the Budapest 

delivering post office.  This card was therefore subject to the post-inflation postal rates in the new 

currency (the Fórint, 1Ft = 100 new fillér, nf).  The rate for a domestic postcard was 40 nf.  The 

calculation of the amount due is 2x40 nf = 80 nf, "80 fillér" is handwritten in blue pencil below the Type 

T7 postage due marking. 
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At first glance, the postcard in Figure 3 seems to be just another document from the first post-

inflation day.  However, the sum of 160 millio (Adópengő) has also been handwritten above the 

red Budapest date stamp of August 1, 1946.  This sum in Adópengő seems huge, given that the 

rate for a postcard day before was 200,000 AP - 160 million is 800 times more than 200,000!  

However, the conversion rate that was applied to mail from August 1, 1946 was 1Ft = 

200,000,000AP (= 400,000 quadrillionP).  So, 80 nf = 0.8x200,000,000AP = 160,000,000AP.  If 

this sum was written on the card, it was because the recipient paid this sum in cash in Adópengő 

at the post office, making this card one of the last known postage due documents to be paid in the 

currency of the hyperinflation. 

 

III- Parcels with postage due to be paid at the delivering post office 

There were two components to the cost of sending a parcel through the postal system: first, a fiscal 

tax and second, the postage.  The fiscal tax was initially the 10f indicium printed on the parcel 

card.  In Period 2, the indicium had to be supplemented with 10f either in a cash payment or a 

revenue stamp.  In Period 3, this additional amount was 90f.  In Periods 4 and 5, the printed 

indicium lost its value and 10P had to be paid in either cash or revenue stamps.  From Period 6 to 

Period 13, the charge was 100 Adopengő and from Period 13, it was 500 Adopengő.  The cost of 

postage was based upon weight, plus any special charges.  It was a postal worker at the dispatching 

post office who carried out the various calculations relating to the sending of a parcel, entered the 

amount on and date stamped the parcel card.  The sender had to pay the fiscal tax amount; the 

postage could be paid by either the sender or the recipient.  If the sender had not paid the shipping 

costs, there was an additional penalty to be paid by the recipient.  If the postal worker at the 

dispatching post office miscalculated the cost of the parcel and if this was detected by his 

supervisor or by a postal worker who dealt with the parcel in the delivering post office, the missing 

amount was indicated in green pencil preceded by a "-" symbol or the word "hiany" (lack).  The 

recipient would have to pay this amount without additional penalty.   If, however, the recipient did 

not pay this amount, it was up to the sender to pay it, with a penalty of 20%.  Initially, this amount 

was to be paid by the dispatching post office worker who was responsible for the miscalculation, 

via a “deficiency report of payment” (díjhiányjelentés).  Finally, parcels sent COD (cash on 

delivery or utánvétel) were to be picked up at the delivering post office.  If the sender did not pay 

the shipping cost for sending a parcel, it was up to the recipient to pay it, with an additional penalty 

depending on the period.  These penalties are presented in the table below: 

 

 

period Penalty period Penalty period Penalty 

1 Parcel traffic not opened 10 18,000P 19 1.6 billionP=1,600 millionP 

2 2P 11 24,000P 20 8 billionP 

3 5P 12 48,000P 21 160 billionP 

4 30P 13 150,000P 22 16 trillionP=16,000 billionP 

5 60P 14 800,000P 23 800 trillionP 

6 300P 15 4 millionP 24 40,000 trillionP 

7 1,500P 16 16 millionP 25 10,000 AP (AdóPengő) 

8 6,000P 17 48 millionP 26 50,000 AP 

9 12,000P 18 160 millionP 27 200,000 AP 
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The total of the postage due and the penalty was handwritten in the lower right corner of the front 

of the parcel card (see Figure 4 below).  For parcels that were collected by the recipient within 7 

days of arrival at the delivering post office, there was no additional penalty.  If the recipient came 

to pay the amount due and it appeared in the form of postage stamps, then these stamps would be 

canceled at the delivering post office. 

 

  
 
Figure 4: A parcel card for a parcel weighing 5 kg containing a “Könyv in papir” (a book covered by 

paper) being sent from Budapest to Veszprém on January 3, 1946 (Period 5).  The parcel was sent with 

COD of 50,000P.  The sender paid only the 10P in revenue due.  The recipient therefore had to pay all of 

the remaining costs.  For Period 5 (PRT105.037 / A.4), this was 600P for the weight, 50P (up to 10,000P) 

+ 4x30P (per additional 10,000P) and 60P handling charge for COD, and 60P unpaid charge penalty, so 

a total of 890P.  In this case, the postal worker at the dispatching post office made a mistake; he entered 

830 while his calculation handwritten in the bottom right also gave an incorrect value of 840P.  His 

supervisor took account of this by handwriting "hn 60" (for hiany 60P = missing 60P) in green pencil at 

the top right of the front of the parcel card.  The parcel then left for Veszprém, where it was delivered to 

the post office and picked-up there by the recipient on January 11, 1946.  Afterwards though, the 

supervisor noticed that the postal worker who performed the operation forgot to collect the missing 60P.  

The supervisor then handwrote a large "hiany 60P" in green pencil across the front of the parcel card, ten 

6P postage stamps were affixed to the back of the card for this charge and the recipient was notified to 

come back to the post office to pay this amount.  The recipient returned to the post office on January 14, 

1946 (the first day of Period 6) and paid the 60P owing. 
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Figure 5: A parcel card for a parcel sent from Budapest to Bátaszék on March 5, 1946 (Period 8) with 

COD of 21,770,966P.  The sender paid the revenue due of 1,300P and 122,000P.  The rates for this 

shipment in Period 8 (PRT207.260 / A.4) were: 50,000P for the weight, 1,500Px44 (1,500P per 500,000P 

refund) + 6,000P for handling costs + 6,000P for management costs, so a total of 128,000P.  The postal 

worker at the dispatching post office made a mistake in calculating the charges, but his supervisor took 

account of this in the calculation lower right in pencil and wrote "hiany 6.000P" (missing 6,000P) in 

green pencil across the top of the card.  The parcel then left for Bátaszék where it arrived on March 8, 

1946.  On March 13, 1946, the recipient came to the post office to pick up his parcel, but did not pay the 

6,000P.  This was ultimately claimed from the sender via a díjhiányjelentés form indicated by the "A 

csomagot jelentsék vissza" stamped on the back of the parcel card. 

 

For parcels that were collected by the recipient later than 8 days following the arrival of the parcel 

at the delivering post office, a daily fee was charged for storage (fekber).  The daily amount was 

set for each Period and it changed depending on the Period (see table below).  When the recipient 

came to collect the parcel, the total was calculated and added to the other amounts due.  During 

the use of postage due stamps (from Period 2, when the parcel post service was restarted, to Period 

6), this amount was paid in postage due stamps on the parcel card.  After Period 6, the amount was 

handwritten and accompanied by "fb" for "fekber".  This type of document is very rare, less than 

a dozen are known to exist prior to the end of Period 6, and only two after that. 

 

 

period Cost by day period Cost by day period Cost by day 

1 Parcel traffic not opened 10 15,000P 19 1.6 billionP=1,600 millionP 

2 1P 11 20,000P 20 8 billionP 

3 3P 12 40,000P 21 160 billionP 

4 20P 13 125,000P 22 16 trillionP=16,000 billionP 

5 40P 14 800,000P 23 800 trillionP 

6 200P 15 4 millionP 24 40,000 trillionP 

7 1,000P 16 16 millionP 25 10,000 AP (AdóPengő) 

8 5,000P 17 48 millionP 26 50,000 AP 

9 10,000P 18 160 millionP 27 200,000 AP 
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Figure 6: A parcel card for parcel weighing 1,800 kg containing a “Zsák in papir” (a bag covered by 

paper) being sent from Keszthely to Sárvár on August 2, 1945 (Period 2).  The postage of 10x1P = 10P is 

correct for a shipment weighing up to 5 kg (PRT105.037 / A.4).  The parcel arrived in Sárvár on August 

3, 1945, but was not collected by the recipient from the post office until August 17, 1945.  The recipient 

therefore had 7 days (17- (3 + 7) = 7) of storage fees to pay.  In Period 2, this cost was 1P/day for a total 

cost of 7P (7x1P = 7P).  Seven overprinted 1P on 10f postage due stamps were affixed to the card and 

canceled with a blue provisional date stamp for this purpose.  This is the only parcel card that I know of 

which was not sent cash on delivery and which was charged storage fees. 

 

It was possible that a parcel could be stored at the delivering post office until the recipient had 

returned home, which the postman would learn in the course of making his rounds.  Then, if the 

package had remained at the post office for more than 7 days, the package could be delivered to 

the recipient’s home with payment of the associated delivery and storage fees.  Parcels sent COD 

could only be delivered to the recipient’s home if they were accompanied by other items which 

were not COD. 

YUGOSLAVIA STUDY GROUP 

Based in the UK, the Yugoslavia Study Group is the only society in the English-speaking world 

devoted to the study of Yugoslavia, its predecessor and successor states, with their strong connections 

to Hungarian, Austrian and German philately.  YSG has around 60 members, half of whom are based 

outside the UK.  All members receive the quarterly journal Jugopošta.  The society has held a number 

of meetings on Zoom so far, with members from all over the world, which we intend to continue in 

the future. 

Annual dues are £15 (UK), £17 (rest of Europe), or £18/£23 (rest of world, surface mail/airmail).  An 

“electronic” membership (Jugopošta delivered by email) is £10 worldwide.  Dues from outside the 

UK can be paid by PayPal or bank transfer.  Details from the Treasurer, David Foster at 3 Welland 

Close, Brookfield, Middlesbrough, TS5 8JG, UK or (daveinthenorth@googlemail.com). 

mailto:daveinthenorth@googlemail.com
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Figure 7: A parcel card for a parcel weighing 3,700 kg being sent from Budapest to Nyiregyháza on April 

16, 1946 (Period 12) with COD of 137,675,000P.  The postage of 500eP + 2x200eP + 3xTl. 2. (value 

3,000P) = 909,000P was 1,000P too much.  This was indicated in green “+ 1000P” on the front of the 

parcel card by the supervisor.  The different rates (PRT218.800 / 4.) applied here were: 400 eP for up to 

5kg, COD (15 eP per 5,000 eP) for 28x15eP = 420 eP, handling costs of 48 eP and management costs of 

40 eP, 400 + 420 + 48 + 40 = 908.  The parcel arrived in Nyiregyháza and was presented at the 

recipient's home on April 18, 1946, but he was not there.  The postman again attempted to deliver the 

parcel on April 19, 1946, but again the recipient was not at home.  The package then remained at the post 

office.  On April 29, 1946 (Period 13), the post office learned that the recipient had arrived back at his 

home and the package could finally be delivered.  As the 7-day period to collect the package had passed, 

the post office therefore charged him storage fees for 3 days (28- (18 + 7) = 3).  At the rate for the Period 

13 (PRT220. 600/4.), this was 3x125 eP = 375 eP (375,000P), noted by the “fb.375.000P” in green pencil 

on the bottom of the front of the parcel card.  On April 29, 1946, the parcel was delivered to the home of 

the recipient, so there was also a delivery fee of 160,000P (handwritten in purple at the bottom of the 

front of the parcel card).  Note that this rate was that of the previous period, during which the parcel 

arrived at the delivering post office.  The most probable explanation for this was that the recipient had 

previously advised the post office of the arrival of this parcel, however, he had not given notice of his 

absence.  This is currently, to my knowledge, one of only two known cases of storage fees being visible 

beyond Period 6, both were cases where a COD parcel was delivered (with the amount to be refunded) to 

the home of the recipient. 

 

IV- Search for a recipient’s new address (Utána): 
 

If the recipient was not found at the written address, the process did not stop there. The primary 

function of the post office is to deliver mail, usually prepaid by the sender, to the recipient.  The 

post office therefore carried out a search to see if the recipient's new home address could be located.  

If the sender had not properly franked his mail, the post office would claim compensation from 

the recipient for the lack of postage.  But to recover this amount, the post office first had to find 

the recipient.   
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Postal items were classified into 2 categories of mail: 1. letters and unprinted postcards; and 2. 

printed matter and parcel cards.  For the first category of mail, the search for the recipient’s new 

address was free and any postage due charges associated with the item of mail were simply 

cancelled and replaced with new postage due stamps, or the appropriate notation, for each attempt 

to deliver to a new address.  Thus, in this case, successive charges were substituted for one another.  

For the second category of mail, at least during Period 1 and Period 2, the search for the recipient’s 

new address was not free and an amount of postage due equal to the postal rate for that item could 

be charged for each new address to which the post office tried to deliver the item.  In this case, the 

successive charges were added to the cumulative total. 

 

Until the postman realized that the recipient of mail was not at the indicated address, the post office 

assumed that the recipient actually resided at the address written on the piece of mail.  The postage 

due stamps applied to the item of mail, or the handwritten sum, indicate what was to be collected 

from the recipient.  Once the postman realized that the recipient was no longer at the indicated 

address, the process for treating this kind of mail becomes very interesting.  The item of mail 

returned to the post office, the postage due stamps were canceled either in pencil or with a marking 

labeled “ÉRVÉNYTELEN” (several types exist, framed by a rectangle or not) or even with a 

special marking with a “X” in a circle as illustrated below. 

 

            
 

The new address of the recipient was then sought. When the post office became aware of a new 

address, and this new address was in the area served by another post office, the item of mail was 

sent to this other post office.  In this case, the old address is crossed out, the new address was either 

handwritten directly on the piece of mail or a small label bearing the new address was affixed to 

the piece of mail.  The handwritten notation "utána" (towards) could precede this address.  On 

arrival at this new post office, new postage due stamps were applied to the item of mail or the 

amount to be collected was handwritten again on the item (a recharging), a postal worker at the 

delivering post office date stamped the item and the piece of mail then left with the postman to the 

new address. 

This process could occur as many times as it took until the recipient was found.  On some 

documents, there are 2 charges, very rarely 3.  I have not seen more than 3 charges on a 

hyperinflation document, however, for the pre and post hyperinflation periods, cases of 4 charges 

are known.  When the new addresses were written on small labels, they are usually all stuck one 

on top of the other on the item of mail.  There was also a special label, on which all searches were 

recorded; those which were unsuccessful were crossed out as and when they failed to find the 

recipient. 
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Figure 8: An unpaid cover sent from Budapest to Pestszentlőrinc on October 5, 1945 (Period 3).  The 

rate (PRT127.000 / A.4) for a domestic letter was 10P up to 20g.  The calculation of the amount due is 

2x10P = 20P.  “T 20P” was handwritten in green pencil on the front of the letter in Budapest.  It turned 

out that the cover was misdirected to Pestsszentimré; some postal worker misread the name of the city 

handwritten on the front of the letter.  At Pestsszentimré, eight 2P on 20f (all with an offset printing 

variety - pengő on the edge of the sheet margin), four 90f on 36f and one 40f on 12f overprinted postage 

due stamps were affixed to the back of the letter before a postal worker realized the error.  The postage 

due stamps were then crossed out with blue pencil and the cover was redirected to Pestszentlőrinc.  There, 

ten 2P on 20f overprinted postage due stamps were applied to the front of the letter and cancelled on 

October 12, 1945, before the amount was finally collected from the recipient. 
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Figure 9: An unpaid cover sent from Sashalom to Gyula on March 18, 1946 (Period 9).  The rate 

(PRT213.400 / A.4) for a domestic letter was 40,000P up to 20g.  The calculation of the amount due is 

2x40,000P = 80,000P.  In Sashalom, a Type T7 postage due marking was applied to the letter and "80-" 

was handwritten on the front.  The recipient was, however, no longer in Gyula (sticker Elköllózött.Parti), 

Gyula was crossed out and the cover was redirected to Kaposvar with the notation "utána Kaposvar".  In 

Kaposvar, "000" was added to the "80" and the sum was paid at the post office on March 28, 1946 (Period 

10) and the red cash payment stamp "KÉSZPÉNZZEL BÉRMENTESITVE KAPOSVAR" was applied to the 

letter. 

 

 
 
Figure 10: A local letter insufficiently franked at 1million + 4million = 5millionP sent from Budapest 72 

to Budapest 64 on May 14, 1946 (Period 15).  The rate (PRT226.200 / 4.) for a local cover was 6 millionP 

up to 20g.  The calculation of the amount due is 2x (6-5) = 2 millionP.  During the search for the new 

address of the recipient, 3 different postage due markings were struck, Type T1, T4 and T5 followed by 

“2millió” and “kéttió mill.".  The provisional label and the date stamps on the cover indicate that the post 

office looked for the recipient at several addresses and the 2 millionP postage due amount was maintained 

through to Budapest 64 on May 21, 1946 (Period 16).  There, the label was affixed to the front of the letter, 

which was redirected on May 22, 1946 to Budapest 10 and then finally on May 25, 1946 to Budapest 741. 
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For parcels and printed matter, the search for a recipient’s new address was a chargeable service. 

Each time this category of mail was forwarded during a Period, an additional amount of postage 

due corresponding to the rate for that item in that period could be charged and added to the 

amount of postage due charges previously accumulated. When a parcel was forwarded, a sticker 

labeled "U" (for utána) could be added onto the parcel card, as on the document in Figure 11 

below. 

 
 

Figure 11: A parcel card for a parcel weighing 4 kg containing "Ruhanemű" in a 

"ladá" (“things in a box”) sent from Pestszenterzsébet to Szekszárd on June 6, 

1946 (Period 18).  The rate (PRT231.500 / 4) was correct: 1,200 MilP for a parcel 

weighing up to 5 kg.  The 500 Adópengő revenue stamp corresponds to the 

revenue to be paid by the sender for sending the parcel.  The postman tried to 

deliver this parcel to the recipient's home in Szekszárd on June 7-8, 1946.  On 

June 12, 1946 (Period 19) "Elköllózött" (gone) was handwritten in the upper left  

of the front of the parcel card and another Szekszárd date stamp applied to the 

parcel card, indicating that the recipient was no longer at this address.  A label 

was then affixed to the front of the parcel card with his new address in Bátaszék, 

preceded by "utána" for the parcel’s forwarding and a framed "U" sticker was 

also applied to the front of the parcel card.  A charge of "12000 milp" was then 

added to the parcel card indicating that the recipient had to pay this amount as a 

penalty.  As indicated above, the search for a recipient’s new address was not free 

for parcels; 12,000 milp = 12 billionP and corresponds to the rate for this shipment in Period 19.  The 

package was then delivered to the recipient’s new address on June 13-14, 1946 (from the collection of 

Robert Morgan). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 
 

Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Anna Trischan: N49W16441 Lilac Lane, Menomonee Falls WI 53051 USA, 
email: shpauctioneer@gmail.com. You can set your starting price or consult with Anna to establish 
the same.  You can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of 
new acquisitions for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 11 
books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Orders and 
inquiries should be sent to:  

 
Alan Bauer, P.O. Box 4028, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568; tel: (888) 868-8293,  

e-mail: baueralan0414@gmail.com 



 

 
 

THE FIRST DEBRECZEN ISSUE OF THE ROMANIAN OCCUPATION 
 

 

 
 

A newspaper and wrapper franked with a newspaper stamp printed from Plate I of the First 

Debreczen Issue cancelled November 24, 1919 at Debreczen 1.  The expertization mark of 

Mihály Bodor can be seen just below the stamp.  In his book, the “Catalog of Hungarian 

Occupation Issues, 1918-1921”, Chris Brainard estimates that only 200 of these newspaper 

stamps were printed (from the collection of Paul de Leeuw van Weenen). 


