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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

by Alan Bauer 

 

Hello everyone, I hope that all of you are doing well and are staying healthy.  This quarter, I was 

trying to think of a positive topic to discuss and it occurred to me that, over the past year, we have 

been seeing an amazing revitalization of our hobby.  This has been due in large part to the fact that 

most people are either working from home or are spending most of their time at home.  I have 

heard from countless collectors who are rediscovering the hobby of their youth and have talked to 

many who have told me that rediscovering their childhood hobby has “kept them sane in these 

troubling times”. 

 

So, I thought it might be useful to share my opinion about “the state of the hobby of stamp 

collecting”.  I have been in contact with numerous individuals from other associations, auction 

houses and stamp dealers, and to a person; they all say the same thing.  For those of us who evolve 

with the changing times, we will be successful.  For those of us who do not, we will fail.  This is 

particularly true for auction houses and dealers.  Those who have embraced internet selling have 

been very successful.  The auction houses who do not put their lots online and the dealers who are 

used to going to stamp bourses at shows are in a great deal of pain.  Some of the auction houses 

who participate in the Stamp Auction Network are seeing record sales.  Our company, Hungaria 

Stamp Exchange, is seeing record sales since we enhanced our web presence and added a 

significant amount of product to our online store.   

 

It does seem like we are in an evolutionary period and Darwinism is truly in effect.  We, too, as a 

Society have been evolving and had our first two Zoom meetings in August, one for the Board and 

one for the general membership.  We will have another one next spring for all of the members.  

 

Now here is my challenge to you.  Let each of us together see if we can find some of these new 

collectors and bring them into our Society.  I would ask each of you to think of one person who 

you think would be a good candidate to join us.  Please contact me by email 

(baueralan0414@gmail.com), phone (617-645-4045-cell) or regular mail (PO Box 4028, Vineyard 

Haven, MA 02568) and send me the name and contact information for one (or more) person(s) 

who you would like me to invite to join us.  I will contact each one personally and invite them to 

join.  I look forward to hearing from you all and I wish everyone a safe and happy holiday. 

 

And as always …………………..………………………….……………….… Happy stamping!  

 
 

 

WELCOME  

  

A warm welcome back to returning member Martin Weise from London, England.  Martin is the 

Secretary of our sister society on the other side of the pond, the Hungarian Philatelic Society of 

Great Britain.  
 

mailto:baueralan0414@gmail.com
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THE WEBMASTER’S REPORT 

 

by Kenneth Washington  

Introduction  

 

Hello again!  Hopefully, everyone had a pleasant Thanksgiving and is staying safe as we go further 

into the holiday season.  This year has been quite the year.  After having a few discussions and 

gaining some firsthand experience with the site’s inner workings, I’m very much looking forward 

to the new year to see what improvements we can make for users and moderators alike. 

 

Website Usage  

 

Over the last 90 days, the website has garnered 790 hits which is up 20.6 % from the previous 90-

day period.  Those 790 hits were made up of 508 individual users, up 15.2%.  Our bounce rate (the 

number of users who visit the site and leave after viewing only the home page) is around 61% 

which while on the high end, is within the range to be expected.  Capping things off on a good 

note, the majority of our 508 users (about 70-80%) are new users finding the site through organic 

(that is non-paid) searches. 
 

 

THE RUMINATIONS OF YOUR EDITOR 

 

by Robert Lauer  

 

In what is clearly proof positive of the premature senility of your Editor, he has allowed the 

centenary of the signing of the Treaty of Trianon to pass without so much as an allusion to the 

event in the second quarter edition of The News.  The third quarter issue of The News came and 

went without your Editor cluing in.  It wasn’t until my predecessor, the Sage of Indianapolis, sent 

me a scan of the souvenir sheet below issued by Magyar Posta to commemorate the tragedy, that 

it dawned on me. 
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Csaba Kohalmi also provided some translation of the text from the souvenir sheet:  összetartozunk 

= “we belong together”, megfogyva bár de törve nem = “although depleted now, but not crushed 

yet”.  The megfogyva text is from the national 'prayer' called the Szózat written by Mihály 

Vörösmarty in 1836.  Csaba likes ‘proclamation’ as a translation for szózat, while the László 

Országh Hungarian-English dictionary defines it as ‘message, manifesto, appeal, proclamation’. 

 

Speaking of the Treaty of Trianon, shortly after having my feeble memory jogged by the former 

Editor of this august publication, I stumbled upon the cover below on eBay, which I purchased for 

a very reasonable sum.  The letter is franked with an 80h Hradčany which paid the current first 

weight category letter rate of 30h plus the registration fee of 50h and was cancelled on June 4, 

1920 with the surviving Hungarian canceller for Óbesztercze, by then Stará Bystrica in the new 

country of Czechoslovakia.   

 

 
 

Before I sign off, I would like to thank Greg Gessell, Csaba and Ed David for their letters to the 

Editor, as well as Florent Tricot for the second installment of his wonderful treatise on 

Hyperinflation postage dues.  This one deals with some of the creative ways that post offices dealt 

with the lack of postage due stamps.  Derick Pasternak has contributed a great piece on those 

‘expert’ marks that are found on the back of many Hungarian occupation stamps, both forged and 

genuine.  It is high time that we had a discussion about this subject in The News.  Thank you 

Derick.  Csaba has also contributed an amusing piece on Hungarian philatelic oxymorons and 

Johan has given us a nice primer on the changing of the date order in Hungarian Type K Cancellers 

in Slovakia after the First World War.  Thank you Gentlemen!    
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR – 1945 UNGVÁR OVERPRINTS 

 

On pages 54 and 55 of Volume II of the 2018 edition of the Magyar belyégek katalógus, there are 

listings for the 1945 Ungvár (I), Ungvár (II) and Ungvár (III) overprints.  I can see that Ungvár 

(III) is different. What is the difference between Ungvár (I) and Ungvár (II)?  Are there any 

"known/good" expertizing marks on back of these stamps? 

Greg Gessell 

 

Editor – I am not sure about expert marks on these stamps, but Béla Simády wrote an article in 

English on these issues in the December 1989 issue of the American Philatelist, which was 

reprinted in the February 2012 issue of the Sub-Carpathian Messenger (pp.22-30).  Jay 

Carrigan also wrote an article about the revenue stamps that were overprinted as part of this 

issue in the February 2011 issue of the Sub-Carpathian Messenger (pp.21-23).  Alan Soble has 

helpfully assembled all of the issues of the Sub-Carpathian Messenger in one place at 

https://asoble.wesite.com/zakar.  There is also a really good section on these issues in "Carpatho 

Ukraine Postal History and Stamps 1786-2000" by Jan Verleg.  This is an excellent resource and 

has great sections on both the Kingdom of Hungary and Visszatért periods, as well these Ungvár 

issues.  From the last issue of The Czechoslovak Specialist, it looks like they still have copies for 

sale as Monograph 21 under the General Reference section of their Available Publications.  If 

you’re interested in getting your hands on a copy, you can contact James Buckner at 

wellseats@hotmail.com.     

 
 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR – 1945 PROVISIONALS 

 

 
 

Further to your Ruminations column in the last issue of The News (July-September 2020), just for 

fun, I scanned the 3 color shades of the surcharge of the 80f on 80f stamp from the State Printing, 

which are a brick-red, a brownish-red and a cherry-red.  The State Printing Works was much more 

successful in maintaining a consistent vermillion colour to the overprints on the postage due 

stamps.  In contrast, there is a wide variation to the shades of red of the Atheneum printings of 

both the regular postage and postage due stamps because of the frequent and inconsistent mixing 

of the ink and a lack of uniform ingredients.  While it is generally accepted that there are two basic 

https://asoble.wesite.com/zakar
mailto:wellseats@hotmail.com


The News of Hungarian Philately 
 

5 
October – December 2020 
 

shades, vermillion and carmine, there are a lot of instances where it is difficult to distinguish 

between the two.  

     

Now, if you want to go a level deeper, both Athenaeum and The State Printing Works applied the 

yellow/blue tinting to existing sheets of stamps.  The Atheneum tinting is splotchy, whereas the 

tinting done by the State Printing Works is even and uniform.  Some stock with Atheneum tinting 

was transferred to the State Printing Works for the printing of the actual overprint, so a few stamps 

can exist with two varieties.  The good news is that stamps with the State Printing Works tinting 

did NOT go to Atheneum. 

Csaba L. Kohalmi 
 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR – PRIVATELY PERFORATED NEWSPAPER STAMP 

In a large auction lot of mostly Envelope Issue stamps, I found two 

newspaper stamps perforated 11.5: one with watermark 136 (Scott) and 

the other with watermark 137 Vertical.  The one with watermark 136 

is illustrated here.  Neither one is listed in Scott or MBK.  There may 

also be a difference in paper, but I am not sure of that.  Both appear to 

be perfectly genuine in all respects.  I would like to learn more about 

these stamps.  

Ed David 

 

 

Csaba Kohalmi – All Hungarian newspaper stamps were issued imperforate, which is why they 

do not show up in Scott, or any other catalogue, for that matter, perforated.  All the newspaper 

stamps issued after 1900 were, however, privately perforated, some crudely, some only on two 

sides.  This was done to facilitate separation of the stamps at the large newspaper 

publishers.  The last two issues (1920-22) did not see much use because the posting rates were 

higher than the face value.  This subject could use an article by itself, not to mention all the 

precancelled varieties... 
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WAYS OF COLLECTING POSTAGE DUE DURING THE HUNGARIAN 

HYPERINFLATION OF 1945-1946 – PART II 

 

by Florent Tricot 

 

During the early months of the Hungarian Hyperinflation (Periods 1-4, May 1-November 15, 1945) 

the supply of postage due stamps to many post offices was frequently intermittent.  These supply 

problems were exacerbated by the increasing postal rates which made most of the values of the 

old brown postage due stamps and the fillér values of the new surcharged postage due stamps 

irrelevant, culminating in the withdrawal of all fillér denominated postage due stamps on October 

22, 1945.  During Period 5 (November 16, 1945 to January 13, 1946), the further rise in postal 

rates increasingly rendered the use of the remaining postage due stamps impracticable, given that 

the highest denomination available from the September 28, 1945 issue of surcharged postage due 

stamps was 20P.  The tariffs for Period 6 (January 14-31, 1946) made the continued use of even 

the highest denomination postage due stamps impossible.  These early supply problems and then 

the increasing irrelevance of the available postage due stamps drove a number of post offices to 

experiment with creative solutions in terms of collecting a sum of postage due. 

 

Postage Stamps Used as Postage Due Stamps 

 

As was the case after the First World War, in the absence of available postage due stamps, postal 

workers in some post offices applied a postage due handstamp (see Figure 1 in Part I) to postage 

stamps to turn them into postage due stamps.  I only know of examples with the postage due 

handstamp Type T7 from the Debrecen and Szolnok Post Offices.  Hopefully, readers will be able 

to add to this list with examples from their own collections.  While there is an abundance of 

documents with these hand-stamped postage due stamps from the period after the First World War, 

very few documents exist with these stamps from the Hyperinflation. 

 

 
Figure 14: A postcard with a 12f face value sent from Budapest on June 12, 1945 (Period 1) to Debrecen. 

The rate for a domestic postcard was 60f.  The calculation of the sum due is 2 × (60f - 12f) = 96f, rounded 

to the nearest 10f is 1P.  "1P" was written on the postcard in Budapest.  In Debrecen, the 20f and 80f 

postage stamps were applied to the card and stuck with a "T" postage due handstamp. 
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Some postal workers also used regular postage stamps, without any particular differentiation, 

directly as postage due stamps.  This practice was more common on the documents sent from 

Period 6 on, as the low denominations of available postage due stamps rendered them practically 

useless.  This, however, was not the normal practice, as postal workers were only supposed to 

write the amount due in pencil on items in the absence of the availability of postage due stamps. 

 

 
Figure 15: A letter sent insufficiently franked with twenty 30P stamps (600P) from Budapest on 

February 15, 1946 (Period 7) to Soroksár.  The rate (PRT 204.800 / A.4) for a domestic letter was 3,000P 

for the first weight category.  The calculation of the sum due is 2 × (3,000P-600P) = 4,800P, "T4.800" 

was written on the envelope in Budapest.  Eight postage stamps of 10f overprinted TL.I (value 600P) were 

applied to letter as postage due stamps in Soroksár and cancelled on February 18, 1946. 

 

 
Figure 16: A letter sent without postage from Sopron on April 30, 1946 (the last day of Period 13) to 

Szolnok.  The rate (PRT 220.600 / 4.) for a domestic letter was 500,000P for the first weight category. 

The calculation of the sum due is 2 × 500,000P = 1,000,000P.  "1 millió" was written on the cover in 

Sopron.  Postage stamps of 200 ezerP and 800 ezerP were applied as postage due stamps in Szolnok and 

cancelled on May 3, 1946 (Period 14). 
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Revenue Stamps Used as Postage Due Stamps 

 

Revenue stamps are normally intended for the collection of some sort of administrative tax.  The 

use of revenue stamps as postage due stamps is very unusual.  While there are some examples of 

this from Period 1, illustrating the problems with the reliable supply of postage due stamps to post 

offices at the time, beyond Period 6, it is quite exceptional.  As noted above, postal workers were 

only authorized to write the amount due on the document in the absence of the availability of 

postage due stamps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 17: a postcard sent without valid 

postage from Budapest on February 5, 1946 

(Period 7) to Szentistvántelep.  The rate (PRT 

204.800 / A.4) for a domestic postcard was 

2,000P.  The calculation of the sum due is 2 × 

2,000P = 4,000P.  "4000"was written on the 

postcard in Budapest.  Eight revenue stamps of 

500P were applied to the card as postage due 

stamps in Szentistvántelep and cancelled on 

February 8, 1946. (ex Visnyovszki) 

 

 

Locally Overprinted Stamps Used as Postage Due Stamps 

 

As the Red Army liberated the towns of Hungary at the end of the second world war, postage 

stamps and postage due stamps were locally overprinted in a number of places, in some cases to 

commemorate this event, but also frequently to remedy the shortage of certain denominations 

stamps at the time.  On May 1, 1945, the first day of Hyperinflation, all of Hungary had only been 

liberated for a few weeks.   During the Hyperinflation, there were a few local over-prints on the 

brown postage due stamps or surcharges on regular postage stamps to convert them into postage 

due stamps.  In Abony, 12f postage stamps were surcharged with new values and a "P" or 

"PORTO" and used during May and June 1945. In Ungvár, the People’s Council of the Carpatho-

Ukraine overprinted values of the brown postage due stamps with Poshta Zakarpatska Ukraina in 

Cyrillic for use as regular postage stamps in the period from February to August 1945. 
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The only example that I have is of the local Abony surcharges.  The quantities of these stamps 

printed are known and a known significant part of these stamps was recovered by the Hungarian 

Government in June 1945 and are today in the Stamp Museum in Budapest. 

 

Only four overprints were made for postage due purposes, all on the green 12f postage stamps 

from the “Commander” series of definitives issued in January 1943:  20 fillérs with a “P” in a 

circle (quantity 100 - only one sheet); 40 fillérs (quantity 100), 60 fillérs with  PORTO printed 

above it (quantity 100) and 1P40 again with PORTO printed above it (quantity 200 – two sheets). 

Five copies of each of the 20f and 40f were recovered, along with 21 copies of the 60f and 111 

copies of the 1P40.  So, potentially the following number of Abony local postage due stamps could 

be found on mail: 95 of the 20f, 95 of the 40f, 79 of the 60f and 89 of the 1P40.  This, of course, 

does not take into account the odd mint or used stamps to be found on the philatelic market.  So, 

the number of pieces of mail that exist with these local postage due stamps is very limited and, as 

one might expect, fakes do exist and such documents should be expertized. 

 

 
Figure 18: A letter (expertized) sent unfranked from Kalocsa on June 11, 1945 (Period 1) to Abony.  The 

rate for a domestic letter was 1P for the first weight category.  The calculation of the sum due is 2 × 1P = 

2P.  A postage due handstamp of Type T1 was applied in Kalocsa.  Local Abony surcharged postage due 

stamps of 60f and 1P40 stamp were affixed in Abony and cancelled on June 14, 1945. 

 

A Printed Label to Indicate Postage Due (Dombóvár) 

 

The only post office known to have used printed labels to collect amounts of postage due during 

the Hyperinflation is Dombóvár.  Here postal workers had labels printed reading "Beszedendő 

portó ____ P ____f " with a line for a signature to be used when the office had run out of postage 
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due stamps.  These labels were filled in by hand with the amount to be collected and then signed. 

When the amount of postage due had been paid, the label was cancelled by the post office’s date-

stamp in red "KÉSZPÉNZZEL BÉRMENTESITVE DOMBÓVÁR" indicating that the payment 

was made in cash at the post office, not at the recipient's home.  At least three letters and one 

receipt are known with this label, over a time span starting in Period 1 and stretching into 1946. 

 

 
Figure 19: A receipt sent insufficiently franked with a 30f and five 4f stamps (50f) from Nagyszokoly on 

June 30, 1945 (Period 1) to Dombóvár.  The rates for the official receipts are unknown, but here 1P in 

postage due has been applied.  "1.-" was written on the receipt in Nagyszokoly.  In Dombóvár, a label 

with "1" for P and "-" for fillér was filled-in, signed, affixed to the receipt and cancelled on July 4, 1945 

(Period 2) with a red date-stamp signifying the payment of the amount in cash at the post office. 

 

The « Beszedendő portó » Rubber Handstamps to Indicate Postage Due 

 

The Budapest 2 and Budapest 62 post offices had rubber handstamps bearing "Kézbesitéskor 

beszedendő portó          P" (literally "porto to collect on delivery       Pengő") made.  These 

handstamps were applied to postal items and the amount was filled-in by a postal worker when 

these offices were the dispatching post office.  At least four different types of these handstamps 

have been recorded (see Figure 20 below), mostly in red, but sometimes in black.  Another type 

of handstamp bearing "Beszedendő ... P ... f .Portó." was used in Pécs.  There are probably other 

examples of which I am not aware.  One of the problems here is that, after Period 6, postage due 

items are much less numerous than in the early periods.  As a result, determining the exact period 
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of use of these rubber handstamps is difficult.  Moreover, there may be other postage due rubber 

hand stamps out there to be listed in the future. 

 

 
 

Figure 20 : Examples of postage due rubber handstamps to be filled-in by hand from 

Budapest 2 and Budapest 62. 

 

Differentiation of the type B rubber handstamps : 

 

*B1: Kézbesitéskor beszedendő portó :      P - empty space between ":" and "P", with characters 

often welded together by the ink.  Type B1 is apparently the first type, used in Periods 5 and 6. 

*B2: small characters Kézbesitéskor beszedendő portó :      P - « : » not near to "ó", with a large 

empty space between ":" and "P".  This is the smallest rubber handstamp of the 4.  Type B2 was 

used at least between Period 6 and Period 15. 

*B3: Kézbesitéskor beszedendő portó----------P. - no more « : », with 14 dashes between "ó" and 

"P" and a dot after "P".  When over-inked, the dashes may appear partially welded together into a 

line. Type B3 was used at least between Period 8 and Period 22.  

*B4: Kézbesitéskor beszedendő portó______P. - similar to B3, but with a continuous line 

between "ó" and "P."  Type B4 was used at least between Period 21 and Period 27. 

 

Many of these rubber handstamps are badly struck, with the left or right parts often lacking ink. 

The illustrations above are reconstructions from a very few copies, almost all in bad condition. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 21: The postage due rubber handstamp to be filled-in by hand from Pécs. 

 

The Pécs rubber handstamp is only known to have been used in Period 5; I have only a single 

reference with respect to its use for now. 

 

 

 

 

                                 Type B1                                                                           Type B2  

 

 

 
 

                                Type B3                                                                           Type B4 
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Figure 22: An unfranked postcard sent from Mezőkeresztes on November 30, 1945 (Period 5) to 

Budapest.  The rate (PRT 138.000 / A.4) for a domestic postcard was 80P.  The calculation of the amount 

due is 2 × 80P = 160P.  "160P", a signature and a postage due marking type T3 were written on the 

postcard in Mezőkeresztes.  In Budapest, a rubber handstamp of Type B1 is filled-in with "160" and an 

initial.  Another blue mark "+160" may indicate that an additional 160P postage due was levied 

(recipient not found immediately, for example). 

 

  
Figure 23: An under-franked letter with two 10eP stamps (20,000P) sent from Ujpest on April 2, 1946 

(Period 11) to Budapest.  The rate (PRT 217.400 / 4.) for a domestic letter was 40,000P for the first 

weight category.  The calculation of the sum due is 2 × (40eP-20eP) = 40eP = 40,000P.  "40.000" is 

written on the cover along with a postage due marking of Type T1.  A rubber handstamp of Type B3 is 

filled-in with "40000" and initialed in Budapest on April 5, 1946. 
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Figure 24: A letter insufficiently franked with two 60P stamps (120P) sent from Budapest on 

November 28, 1945 (Period 5) to Pécs.  The rate (PRT 138.000 / A.4) for a domestic letter was 120P for 

the first weight category and 180P for the second.  A Budapest postal worker wrote 25 gr indicating that 

the letter was in the second weight category.  The calculation of the sum due is 2 × (180P-120P) = 120P.  

"T120-P" was written on the cover in Budapest.  A Pécs type rubber handstamp is filled-in with "120 -" in 

Pécs on December 3, 1945 (see the date-stamp on the back). 

 

A Typewritten Sheet Affixed for Indicating Postage Due 

 

For the next cover, the recipient was not found.  A postal worker at Budapest 64 pasted a small 

typewritten sheet onto the envelope after failing to collect the indicated postage due from the first 

address.  The reference on this sheet is to the postal texts "A3. Szab.123 § 3. Es 4.pont. "(A3 

number 123 paragraph points 3 and 4).  It appears as though two other post offices also looked for 

the recipient to the collect the amount of postage due.  This case is the only example I know of. 

 

 
Figure 25: A local letter insufficiently franked with a 1millionP stamp and a 4millionP stamp (5millionP) 

sent from Budapest 72 on May 14, 1946 (Period 15) to Budapest 64.  The rate (PRT 226.200 / 4.) for a 

local letter was 6millionP for the first weight category.  The calculation of the sum due is 2 × (6millionP-

5millionP) = 2millionP.  When searching for the recipient, 3 postage due handstamps of Types T1, T4 

and T5 were added to the envelope and followed by "2millió" and "kettő mill.".  The provisional sheet and 

the date-stamps on the cover indicate that Budapest 64 was looking for the recipient until May 21, 1945, 

when the typewritten sheet was stuck on the cover.  It was then redirected to Budapest 10 on May 22, 

1945 and finally to Budapest 741 on May 25, 1945. 
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Postage Due Indicated by Notation Only 

 

In many cases, however, the only indication of the amount of postage due is the handwritten sum 

on the document added by the postal worker in the dispatching Post Office.  Prior to Period 5, this 

is unusual, but from Period 6, it is more much more prevalent. 

 

 
Figure 26: A registered local letter deposited in a mailbox (LEVELSZEKRENYBŐL) insufficiently 

franked with 1.5P (20f + 30f + 1P) sent from Budapest 4 on June 21, 1945 (Period 1).  The rate for a 

registered local letter was 50f + 1.5P = 2P for the first weight category.  The calculation of the sum due 

is 2 × (2P-1.5P) = 1P = 100f.  "100 fill" was written on the envelope along with a postage due 

handstamp of Type T3.  No other indication of the amount due was made on the cover. 

 

 
Figure 27: A registered cover sent from Székesfehérvár on September 13, 1945 (Period 2) to Budapest. 

The rate (PRT 105.037 / A.4) for a domestic registered letter was 3P + 5P = 8P for the first weight 

category.  The sender used thirty 18f postage stamps that were demonetized on August 15, 1945.  These 

have been outlined in blue pencil as not accepted.  The calculation of the sum due is 2 × 5.4P = 10.8P. 

"T10.80" was written on the cover, probably in Budapest.  No other indication of the amount due was 

made on the cover. 



The News of Hungarian Philately 
 

15 
October – December 2020 
 

 
Figure 28: A postcard insufficiently franked with 40,000P (30eP + two 3eP + two Tlp.2. [2,000P]) sent 

from Budapest on April 5, 1946 (Period 11) to Kőszeg.  The rate (PRT 217.400 / 4.) for a domestic 

postcard was 60,000P.  The calculation of the sum due is 2 × (60,000P-40,000P) = 40,000P.  "40000" 

was written next to a postage due handstamp of Type T1 in Budapest. 

 

 
Figure 29: An unfranked postcard sent from Budapest on July 1, 1946 (the first day Period 22) to Szirák. 

The rate (PRT 237.500 / 4.) for a domestic postcard was 24 billionP (24,000,000,000,000P).  The 

calculation of the sum due is 2 × 24 billionP = 48 billionP.  "48 bill" was written next to a postage due 

handstamp of Type T4 in Budapest. 
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Figure 30: A postcard with a worthless franking of a 200MillP + four 10millionP stamps (240,000,000P) 

sent from Bonyhád on July 20, 1946 (Period 26) to Dunaföldvár.  The rate (PRT 240.800 / 4.) for a 

domestic postcard was 50 ezerAdópengő (50,000AP = 250,000,000,000,000,000,000,000P).  The 

calculation of the sum due is 2 × 50eAP = 100eAP.  "100.000Ap" was written next to a postage due 

handstamp of Type T7 at Bonyhád. 

 

Date-stamps for the Payment of Postage Due at the Post Office 

 

As with the receipt illustrated in Figure 19, if the addressee came to the post office to pay an 

amount of postage due, the postal worker would cancel the item with a special date-stamp in red 

ink bearing "KÉSZPÉNZZEL BÉRMENTESITVE" certifying that the payment had been made in 

cash at that post office.  

 
Figure 31: A local postcard improperly franked with three 50P revenue stamps sent from Budapest 112 

on 23 January 1946 (Period 6) to Budapest 4.  The rate (PRT 144.100 / A.4) for printed matter was 150P 

for the first weight category.  The revenue stamps are not accepted as indicated by the blue pencil.  The 

calculation of the sum due is 2 × 150P = 300P.  "Portó 300" is written in blue pencil.  The payment by 

the recipient was made at Budapest 4 as indicated by the red date stamp for January 30,1946. 
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Figure 32: A local postcard insufficiently franked with two 10eP and two 20eP stamps (60,000P) sent 

from Budapest 2 on April 23, 1946 (the first day Period 13) to Budapest 4.  The rate (PRT 220.600 / 4.) 

for a local postcard was 200,000P.  The calculation of the sum due is 2 × (200,000P-60,000P) = 

280,000P.  "280.000P" and a signature were written on the card. The red date stamp from Budapest 4 

indicates the postage due was paid by the recipient at the post office. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The field of postage due during the Hungarian Hyperinflation is a very rich one to study.  What I 

have set out above is not meant to be anything close to a comprehensive examination of the topic, 

but rather just a good beginning.  Hopefully, I have triggered both some interest on the part of the 

readers of The News and an impetus for the sharing of further information on this topic.  If you 

have examples of any of this material please share it with me at inflahungtricot@gmail.com.   

While the Hyperinflation is my favorite period of Hungarian philately and the focus of my study, 

the study of postage due during the Second World War and in the period after the Hyperinflation, 

would, in my opinion, only enrich our knowledge of this area and help us to understand the 

continuity, or lack thereof, of the postal processes of this time period. 
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ROGUES GALLERY OF PHILATELIC OXYMORONS FROM HUNGARY 

 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

I found this ‘strange bedfellows,’ vintage 1940s postcard on eBay.  Regent Miklós Horthy is 

centered on the top row flanked by historical Hungarian greats: Árpád, the chieftain who settled 

the nomadic tribes in the Carpathian Basin; István, the saintly king who established the Magyar 

State; Mátyás, the great Renaissance king; and Ferenc Rákoczi, the 18th century fighter for an 

independent Hungary.  Horthy had been elevated to quite a high pedestal, something that, in my 

opinion, he did not deserve.  The bottom row of personalities shows the Axis leaders Hitler, 

Mussolini, and Hirohito whose curriculum vitae need no elaboration.  Stuck in their midst is Vice-

Regent István Horthy, Miklós’s son.  How he was deemed to be on par with the Nazi-Fascist-

Militarist figures of World War II escapes me.  

 

 
 

The next example is what I call a ‘saint and sinner’ mixed franking.  The original postal card 

(Simády no. 130) was issued in 1935 (and was on sale in the post offices of Debrecen only).  The 

card was reused for correspondence to Germany (DDR) in 1951 correctly franked as a foreign 

postcard with the 60f value of the Hungarian Workers’ Party Congress stamp (MBÁ 1204, Scott 

927).  The stamp bears the portrait of Hungarian Communist party boss Mátyás Rákosi, who was 

the face of Stalinism in Hungary in the early 1950s.  Why the sender did not stick the stamp to 

cover the Crown of St. Stephen indicium is a mystery to me.  The clerk at the post office of the 

Philatelia Hungarica store (located on November 7 Square, called Oktogon before and after the 

Communist era) dutifully cancelled the stamp thus creating this fine example of oxymoronic 

franking.  
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Finally, I have to christen the next franking as ‘heroes and demons.’  The sender mailed this cover 

to Canada on the first day of issue of the souvenir sheet issued to commemorate the death of Stalin 

(MBÁ 1355, Scott 1035).  The sender added an eclectic mix, artistically arranged, from the then 

current postage stamps in order to meet the required registered foreign airmail letter franking.  As 

with the item shown above, this letter was also mailed from the Philatelia Hungarica store’s post 

office.  In chronological order, the stamps are the 60f value from the Centenary of General Bem’s 

Death (MBÁ 11196, Scott 915); the 1Ft value from Rákosi’s 60th Birthday set (MBÁ 1290, Scott 

988); the 1Ft value from the 150th Anniversary of Lajos Kossuth’s Birth set (MBÁ 1327, Scott 

1018); and the 40f stamp depicting Lenin from the 35th Anniversary of the Great Socialist October 

Revolution (MBÁ 1336, Scott 1025).  So, on one envelope we see two of the greatest heroes from 

Hungary’s 1848-49 War of Independence alongside the worst demons of Soviet and Hungarian 

communism. 
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“EXPERT” MARKS ON HUNGARIAN OCCUPATION STAMPS, 1919-21 

 

by Derick Pasternak 

 

The three excellent articles in the October-December 2019 issue of the The News compelled me 

delve into this subject much deeper than I have in the past.  Aside from learning a great deal from 

Csaba Kohalmi’s and Robert Lauer’s exposition of the history behind the various occupation 

issues, Robert’s exposé on the forging of the Temesvár issues was especially instructive. 

 

My own knowledge of the occupation issues pales in comparison to that of these experts.  I came 

to collect these stamps when I rejoined the ranks of collectors in 1979, after a hiatus of 23 years.  

Growing up as a son of a serious collector (my father eventually retired as a vice president of Scott 

Auction Galleries of New York City, in charge of all philatelic matters), I left my collection and 

any idea of collecting stamps behind when I left Budapest on the back of a truck on 17 November 

1956, or so I thought.  By 1979, I knew that I still had the bug and needed to begin collecting again.  

Among my interests are all the stamps of and about Hungary.  Having the interest, however, was 

not accompanied by having the know-how.  I bought numerous items without paying attention to 

what I now know to be fairly elementary considerations.  I should have sought advice from my 

father, but didn’t.  Even though I soon subscribed to The News (the first issue I received, and still 

have, dates from 1979, Vol. 10 No.6 – looks like it was produced on a mimeograph machine), 

being very busy, I did not really consult the literature to guide my purchases. 

With time came experience and I started to pay attention to the warnings in virtually every catalog 

and article about the extensive forgeries of the occupation issues.  From that point on, I was careful 

to buy only those occupation stamps that came with authentications.  Still, it was only when I 

consulted Christopher Brainard’s Catalog of Hungarian Occupation Issues 1918-21 (2006) did I 

realize that not all “authentications” necessarily assure the genuineness of the overprint.  In 

retrospect, David Miles’s Reference Book of Overprints on Hungarian Stamps (1993) contained 

some of the same information, unappreciated by me at the time. 

Since then, I have wondered whether the various occupation stamps with “authentications” on their 

backs really verified their genuineness.  Frankly, I thought it too tedious a task to follow the 

detailed advice found in articles like Robert’s on the Temesvár forgeries.  It would be so much 

more convenient to rely on the experts who have already done the work, if possible.  But can we 

rely on them?  In a recent article in the Stamps of Hungary, “On the trail of the 1919 overprints, 

Part 17: Forgers of the Cluj and Oradea Issues”, Mark Lendon details his examination of 1185 

forged copies of stamps from the Kolozsvár and Nagyvárad issues.  Of these, 172 had some sort 

of “expert mark” on the back, but only 90 of these “experts” had marked these stamps as fake.  Just 

this level of analysis tells me that the answer to this question is no, at least not blindly.  When 

Mark looked at individual marks, some seemed to be pretty reliable and others were definitely not. 

This brings me back to the backstamps that I have found on stamps in my own accumulation of 

Hungarian occupation stamps.  Figures 1 through 14 illustrate a number of these “expert marks” 

that I have found on stamps in my collection.  
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           Figure 1   Figure 2    Figure 3         Figure 4  

 

Figure 1:  Most BODOR authentications are much fainter than this; some require careful search 

with magnifying lens. 

Figure 2: Some FLASCH authentications are more compressed 

Figure 3: Miertl seen only on Baranya I and Baranya II stamps 

Figure 4: FLASCH and Miertl 

 

    
            Figure 5          Figure 6              Figure 7         Figure 8  

 

Figure 5: PAPE on some stamps of virtually all issues so far in my possession (now in a separate 

stock book!) 

Figure 6: BBB on some Arad overprints 

Figure 7: This mark is on many Kolozsvár overprints, but also one on Baranya I 

Figure 8: KRAGO on several Szeged issues 

 

    
          Figure 9   Figure 10    Figure 11         Figure 12  

 

Figure 9: Strange green mark on Bánát Bácska issue 

Figure 10: Even stranger red mark on Arad issue 

Figure 11: Smudged print on Baranya I 

Figure 12: Unique mark on Lajtabánság Series Six stamps 
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  Figure 13          Figure 14 

Figure 13: BODOR and a mark in circle on Debrecen I 

Figure 14: The purple one (WE) is cryptic, but the pink one is quite intriguing - “[BB] valódi” 

which means “authentic” in Hungarian. 

In an attempt to figure out what these marks meant, I consulted several issues of the The News 

and of the Stamps of Hungary in my library (alas, I dropped the subscription to the latter in 1999, 

and only resumed it recently).  Csaba Kohalmi helpfully directed me to a website on Philatelic 

Experts (www.filatelia.fi) which has information on and illustrations of an incredible number of 

expert marks relating to Hungarian stamps.    

Based on these sources, it seems that authentications by BODOR (Figures 1 and 14) and FLASCH 

(Figures 2 and 4) may be relied upon.  These two imprints may be found on a variety of issues, 

from Arad to Kolozsvár and even Lajtabánság.   

Miertl (in a rectangle, Figure 3) appears to be less certain.  An answer to a question in the 

September 1987 issue of the Stamps of Hungary (quoted from The News) mentions that he was 

an engineer and philatelist in Pécs, who witnessed the printing of the Baranya issues and that the 

rectangular stamps which he used can be relied upon.  But then, why do I have a few Baranya 

stamps with both FLASCH and Miertl authentications (Figure 4), and one Miertl re-authenticated 

by BODOR?  The answer to this question is that, as the Philatelic Experts website notes  

“The mark 'Miertl' in frames has been forged three times. The original is 6.5x3 mm, 

rubber, always lilac ink.  The forgeries are of metal (i.e. thinner letters), two of them 

are 8.5x3 and 7x2.5 mm, the third is lacking the frame.  For the 2nd Baranya issue, 

Miertl had a new metal hand stamp made: 'Miertl' in manuscript, unframed.  This mark 

was forged too and is usually found applied to the SE corner (original SW or NE 

corner) and is less clear.” 

On the other hand, “authentications” with the PAPE mark (Figure 5) are almost universally to be 

mistrusted.  An article by Varro E. Tyler, published in 2000, which I could not find but has been 

extensively quoted, states that probably 95% of overprints bearing PAPE marks are forgeries.  Of 

the 172 forged stamps with expert marks that Mark Lendon examined for his article, 113 of them 

had a PAPE expert mark on the back. 

http://www.filatelia.fi/


The News of Hungarian Philately 
 

23 
October – December 2020 
 

Heinz Pape was the managing director of the Vienna and Hamburg branch offices of Géza Tarján’s 

Budapest (and then Paris) based stamp company that specialized in forging large quantities of 

Arad, Bánát Bácska, Debrecen, Kolozsvár, Nagyvárad and Szeged occupation issues.  Pape and 

the Szekulas brothers, who also worked with Tarján, would backstamp their forged offerings to 

make them seem more legitimate and to further confuse the market would often mix some genuine 

stamps in with their forgeries.  This would explain why Dr. Szilágyi noted in Vol. 31 No. 3 of The 

News, that some of the PAPE marked Szeged issues are actually genuine. 

The Philatelic Experts website also identifies the “BBB” mark (Figure 6) as being on genuine 

stamps, quoting Flasch.  However, Mark Lendon states in his article that he saw one of those marks 

on a forged REGATUL overprint.  So, this expert mark may indicate something is more likely to 

be genuine, but with no certainty. 

 

The Philatelic Experts website identifies the expert mark in Figure 7 as belonging to the Hungarian 

Philatelic Federation, which I am assuming is a reference to MABÉOSZ, the National Federation 

of Hungarian Philatelists.  Csaba Kohalmi has indicated that it was used by Gyula Madarász, who 

is listed on Philatelic Experts website, but more prominently on the website of the Hungarian 

Society for Philatelic Research (www.mafitt.hu) as “one of the all-time great philatelists of 

Hungary.” 

 

In a response to another member’s question about these “expert marks” on the back of Hungarian 

occupation stamps in the June 1988 edition of the Stamps of Hungary, Marcel de Jong included a 

page of drawings of the backstamps that he had found on his accumulations of stamps from the 

Baranya and Debrecen issues (Figure 15). 

 

 

 
Figure 15: Markings reproduced in the Stamps of Hungary, June 1988 

http://www.mafitt.hu/
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I looked up as many of these marks as I could on the Philatelic Experts website.  We have already 

dealt with Miertl and Pape.  Bayer was a dealer from Galaţi, Romania, G. Reine was a Paris, France 

dealer and M. Kurt Meier was a Berlin, Germany based expert/dealer.  The KG in a circle is the 

mark of Géza Kapusi, which is found on genuine Debrecen, Kolozsvár and Nagyvárad overprints, 

but which has been forged – the genuine mark is 5x3.5mm; the forged one is smaller at 4x3mm.  

Similarly, the mark of E. Tausig, a well know Budapest dealer, was forged by Géza Tarján – the 

genuine mark being 3.5x7mm and made of metal; the forged version was made of rubber.      

 

But wait… as the TV commercials say, what about all those other marks on the back?  I could find 

no reference to any of the other marks in Figures 8 – 14 or Figure 15.  They are probably just 

“dealers’ marks” as Christopher Brainard warns in his book.  Figure 13, which shows a very faint 

BODOR stamp next to one of these, seems to support this theory, at least as far as that mark is 

concerned.  

 

The Philatelic Experts website contains an extensive listing of other “expert” marks for both 

Hungary in general and ones specific to the 1919-21 occupation issues. The website makes 

reference to a monograph by Dezső Flasch "Garantiezeichen auf ungarischen Überdruckmarken" 

(Publisher ArGe Ungarn, 1998.)  It is the source of much of the information on the Philatelic 

Experts website.  

 

Csaba Kohalmi – Currently, Dr. Mihály Bodor is the most prolific authenticator in Hungary.  

It’s not my intention to badmouth his work, but my personal experience with his ‘mark’ created 

doubts in my mind that his authentications are 100% accurate.  Some of his work, in my opinion, 

is sloppy at best.  I put a lot of faith in Dezső Flasch’s work although many years ago I had a 

conversation (with Gábor Beszédes) who thought that Dezső Bácsi’s age had a negative bearing 

on his work.  I don’t know the exact nature of Gyula Miertl’s occupation or whether he actually 

witnessed the creation of the Baranya overprints, but I do know that he marketed these stamps 

throughout Europe as I have correspondence to and from him regarding this business.  He must 

have had the financial resources to buy up a significant stock of these stamps since he sold them 

well into the early 1920s.  Initially, he used the boxed-Miertl mark of guarantee but switched to 

a script Miertl later.  According to the late Leslie Ettre, he did this because his earlier mark was 

being counterfeited.  Personally, I have not encountered a faked Baranya overprint with a faked 

Miertl guarantee mark.  His mark also appears infrequently on Bánát Bácska overprints.  It is 

not unusual to see multiple authentications on stamps, especially the scarcer ones. 

Heinz Pape deserves an article just by himself.  In order to ‘salt’ his wares, he applied PAPE to 

a small number of genuine stamps.  The late Anthony Muller analyzed his work and concluded 

that his mark appears neatly placed in the lower right corner (see p. 33 of the Jan-Mar 2002 

issue of The News paraphrasing Anthony’s writings from an earlier issue of Linn’s Stamp 

News) of the stamps using purplish-blue ink.  The mark is applied in a haphazard fashion to the 

back of the rest of his bogus material.  Just off the top of my head, I think that he ‘specialized’ in 

Arad, Szeged, and Bánát Bácska overprints. 
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CHANGING THE DATE ORDER IN HUNGARIAN TYPE K CANCELLERS IN 

SLOVAKIA 

by Johan Sevenhuijsen 

In 1919, the postal clerks in a number of post offices in Slovakia took the initiative to adapt the 

cancellers they used to the new political reality of inclusion in the Czechoslovak state. This was 

done in a rather haphazard manner.  The manner in which cancellers were changed varied wildly 

and the changed cancellers were used alongside unchanged ones in the same post offices over long 

periods of time.  So, most probably, these changes were the result of individual workmanship on 

the basis of individual initiative. 

One of the ways to ‘nationalize’ the old Hungarian cancellers was to change the date-order from 

the typically Hungarian year-month-day order to the day-month-year order that was common in 

most other countries.  This required changing of the order in which the different slugs for year, 

month and day were placed in the canceller. Judging from the evidence available (used stamps 

from the period) this could be done relatively easily in the type F and type J cancellers. The type 

K canceller was the more advanced model, showing not only the date, but also the time of day (N 

or É with a number).  

I believe the type K was the only type of canceller in use that employed wheels to change the date 

(and the time); in the earlier cancels, exchangeable slugs were used, requiring the daily changing 

of the slugs employed (but I’m not sure of this). 

In any case, the number of times the date-order was changed in a type K canceller was relatively 

small (in view of the large number of those cancellers around and the predominance of this type 

of cancel seen on used stamps).  This may have had something to do with the level of nationalism 

among the postal clerks employing those cancels, but I suspect that the technical difficulty of 

changing the wheeled slugs in the type K canceller must have played a part too.  

I have collected examples of strikes from this type of canceller with a changed date-order and 

comparisons to strikes from the same canceller before the adaptation.  Here are a few examples of 

before and after: 

       

Malaczka B – a very early change, undertaken between January 10th and 18th, 1919! 
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Nagyszombat G, changed in the fall of 1919 

   

   

Pozsony 1H and 1Y, both changed between February and August 1919 

   

Ruttka B, changed between July and November 1919 

   

Újbánya C, changed some time after May 1919 
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From these examples, it is clear that the combination of year and month occupies half of the 

dateline (end of month under the middle of the crown).  The day is narrower than the year, so the 

changing of the order means that the month has to shift to the left.  Not knowing the construction 

of the canceller, I cannot assess the difficulty of making that shift.  In some cases, the result looks 

nice enough (see the Pozsony cancels and the Ruttka example.  However, the Malaczka B and the 

Nagyszombat G examples show that the changing of the day and the year also influenced the 

indication of the time of day.  In both cases, it seems fixed in the incongruous ‘5 N’ text.  It must 

be a coincidence that in both cases, the available ‘before’ cancels read ‘N 5’. 

Alan Soble has drawn my attention to the Késmárk F cancel, which shows another variation. 

Regrettably, I do not have a strike of the ‘before’ canceller, but the ‘after’ cancel shows the same 

‘5 N’ text, but now preceding the year (which is strange to say the least).  The canceller was used 

for at least a month in that setup, as the strikes below show. 

     

It would be nice to be able to time-travel to discuss the difficulties these postal clerks 

encountered with them, the canceller in hand. But unfortunately …. 
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Additional Conjecture From Further Research 

In the June 2018 issue of Bélyegvilág, the monthly newspaper of the Hungarian Stamp Collectors 

Association Mabéosz, there was an article about the production of the cancellers, which featured 

this illustration of a type N canceller, similar to the type K canceller which produced the strikes 

above. 

` 

Canceller type N (Vaja A) with 8 wheels 

It shows the construction of Hungarian cancellers with wheels, fitted with dies for year, month, 

day and time that could be adjusted with a knob (instead of the messy business of replacing the 

loose dies in the canceller, which were then held in place by a securing screw).  The type K 

cancellers looked the same, which explains the difficulty in changing the order in the date line. 

The wheels were actually a chain of (probably) 12 links, arranged over two axes.  The turning of 

the different chains is presumably done by a mechanism like the one in watches where the knob is 

pulled out in stages, which allows the changing of the different wheels with a single knob.  This 

rather complicated wheel and axis mechanism would have to be taken apart and reassembled again 

in a way that was contrary to the initial design.  It is also possible that the knob shown just has the 

function to lock the wheels in position and that, when released, the wheels for the different 

functions could be turned at the bottom to the desired values.  Either way, this would still mean 

you had to lift out the whole set of wheels from the canceller, take them from the axis and replace 

them in different order. 
 



 

 

 
 
 

WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 
 

Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Anna Trischan: N49W16441 Lilac Lane, Menomonee Falls WI 53051 USA, 
email: shpauctioneer@gmail.com. You can set your starting price or consult with Anna to establish 
the same.  You can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of 
new acquisitions for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 11 
books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Orders and 
inquiries should be sent to:  

 
Alan Bauer, P.O. Box 4028, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568; tel: (888) 868-8293,  

e-mail: baueralan0414@gmail.com 



 

 
 

THE RETURN OF THE EAST – 1940  
 

 
 

A registered letter sent from Nagybacon to Budapest cancelled on September 29, 1940 with the 

temporary numbered canceller assigned to the town (from the collection of Csaba Kohalmi).  

 

 
 

A picture postcard sent from Dés to Kolozsvár franked with one of the stamps commemorating 

the return of the eastern provinces and cancelled on October 3, 1940 with the commemorative 

canceller for Dés. 


