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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

by Alan Bauer 

 

Hello everyone, I hope that all of you are doing well and are staying healthy.  In these very difficult 

times in Eastern Europe, our support is with our brethren in the Ukraine.  We all hope for peace 

and freedom for the people of Ukraine. 

There are two major shows on the horizon, with one having already occurred by the time you read 

this.  The Hunfilex 2022 show was held in Budapest from March 31st to April 3rd.  It is the largest 

philatelic exhibit that Hungary has hosted in the last 50 years and it celebrated the 100-year 

anniversary of the founding of the National Federation of Hungarian Philatelists (MABÉOSZ).  

We had a Society exhibit there and had applications and material about the SHP at the Societies’ 

table at the show.  I am hoping to be able to report in the next issue of The News that we signed 

up some new members from the show.  The other show on the horizon is the Great American 

Stamp Show in San Francisco this summer, from August 25th to 28th.  We will have a table there 

and hope to see many of you there.  We will also host our Annual General Meeting from the show. 

There will be a Zoom link from the conference room at the show, so that those members who can’t 

attend will be able to participate in the meeting. 

It’s not too early to make plans to attend.  Please let me know if you plan to do so and I can help 

you with arrangements.  It’s been a couple of years since we’ve had a show to attend where we 

can have a live Annual General Meeting. I hope to see many of you there. 

Finally, let me bring to your attention a proposal for a new Study Group for Postal Stationery. 

Hungarian postal stationery is a rich field starting with Austrian issues used in Hungary 

and continuing to the present.  Austria-Hungary issued the world's first postal stationery card in 

1869.  There are also numerous more specialized postal stationery items such as envelopes, postal 

IMPORTANT NEWS FROM YOUR TREASURER:  MATCHING FUNDS 2022 

In calendar years 2018 and 2019, the Society for Hungarian Philately had an anonymous donor 

put up $500 for a match of donations made by the membership during the year.  This program 

was very successful as the members met the challenge in both years. 

An email was just received from another potential donor pledging to do the same for the year 

2022.  As Treasurer I gladly accepted the offer.  The donations received through this program 

will ensure the Society is able to continue its philanthropic contributions to Hungarian philately 

and remain solvent. 

A donation of any amount from members or friends is always appreciated.  For your 

contributions to be matched in 2022 – they must be received by November 1, 2022.  Donations 

may be made via PayPal at shptreasurer@tctwest.net.  Checks may be mailed to The Treasurer, 

PO Box 802, Powell, WY 82435. 

mailto:shptreasurer@tctwest.net
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money orders, postal savings cards, wrappers, aerograms and telegrams.  Postal stationery can be 

collected both by type or as part of a postal history collection.  The purpose of the Study Group 

would be to share information, answer questions and have presentations on topics of interest on a 

regular basis. The group may also collaborate on projects to deepen our understanding of 

specific areas or to prepare translations to English of articles and/or handbooks.  It could also serve 

as the springboard for articles for The News of Hungarian Philately.  Finally, it may be able to add 

content to the SHP website.  Please let me know if you would like to participate in this study group 

and I will pass your name onto George Shaw, who will be coordinating the formation of this Study 

Group.  

All of us at the SHP wish our members an enjoyable spring and as always,  

I wish you …………………………………………………………..……………. happy stamping.   

 

 

WELCOME & KUDOS 

A very warm welcome to our newest member Andrew Soutar from Woodbridge, Suffolk in the 

UK.  The cover which is featured in the article “The 78th Hyperinflation Airmail Cover” by Bob 

Morgan on page 9 of this issue of The News is from Andy’s collection. 

Congratulations to two of our members who exhibited at the London 2022 World Exhibition and 

won big!  Fumihisa Ito, our only member from Japan, exhibited with the title:  German Inflation 

1922-1923, receiving a Gold and Bob Morgan exhibited with the title:  Hungary: The 

Hyperinflation 1945-1946, receiving a Large Gold.  Well done, gentlemen!   

 

 

 

 

YUGOSLAVIA STUDY GROUP 

Based in the UK, the Yugoslavia Study Group is the only society in the English-speaking world devoted 

to the study of Yugoslavia, its predecessor and successor states, with their strong connections to 

Hungarian, Austrian and German philately.  YSG has around 60 members, half of whom are based 

outside the UK. All members receive the quarterly journal Jugopošta. The society has held 2 meetings 

on Zoom so far this year, with members from all over the world, which we intend to continue in the 

future. 

Annual dues are £15 (UK), £17 (rest of Europe), or £18/£23 (rest of world, surface mail/airmail).  An 

“electronic” membership (Jugopošta delivered by email) is £10 worldwide.  Dues from outside the 

UK can be paid by PayPal or bank transfer. Details from the Treasurer, David Foster at 3 Welland 

Close, Brookfield, Middlesbrough, TS5 8JG, UK or (daveinthenorth@googlemail.com). 

mailto:daveinthenorth@googlemail.com
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THE TREASURER’S REPORT 

by Wes Learned 

 

 

THE RUMINATIONS OF YOUR EDITOR 

by Robert Lauer  

As I write this column, it has been over three weeks since start of the Russian invasion of the 

Ukraine and the fiercely effective resistance of the Ukrainian armed forces is still largely holding 

the Russian invaders at bay.  Being “liberated” by Russia is something with which Hungary is very 

familiar, having suffered this fate three times in the last two centuries – 1849, 1944-45 and 1956.  

The Russian invasion of the Ukraine, though, like so many things, has roots in the history of Europe 

a century ago.   

The Ukrainian National Congress or Tsentralna Rada declared the independence of the Ukrainian 

People’s Republic from Soviet Russia on January 22, 1918.  By early February 1918, the Soviet 

invasion of the Ukraine had forced the Ukrainian government to withdraw from Kyiv to Zhytomyr 

                                            Treasurer's Report - Ending 12/31/2021

                                              submitted by  Wes Learned, Treasurer

           

Beginning Balance 1-1-21 $6,186.20  Expenses:

    (Checking - First Wyoming Bank)      Newsletter (3 issues): 

          Printing $1,648.01

Income:           Postage $1,159.03

        Auction Deposits $3,882.84            Envelopes $289.73

          Supplies $0.00

        Donations:            Mileage to Ottowa $98.82

             Regular $216.69           Mngt Fees $3.25

             Matching funds challenge $0.00

             Match $0.00     Other Expenses:

         HUNFILEX Registration $520.48

         Refund: Show cancellation $0.00          Newsletter Exhibit Fee $137.00

         State of CT Corp. Filing Fee $50.00

        Sales:          Web Maintenance $0.00

            Books $120.00          APS Show Expense (Zoom) $159.27

            News & Website Ads $340.10          Establish Auction Account $1,000.00

         Tri-Fold Applications $20.00

  

        Dues $3,318.00 Total Expenses $5,085.59

  

Interest Earned  (added to CD's)   Ending Balances 12/31/21:  

        (checking)  $0.00        First Wyoming Checking $8,978.24

        (1 yr. CD)** $20.26        First Wyoming CD's (91 day) $1,004.00

        (91 Day CD's)** $0.50       First Wyoming CD   1 Yr $8,116.79

    

Total Deposits: $7,877.63 Auction Account Checking $1,000.00

    CD Redemptions $0.00   

Beginning Balance plus Deposits $14,063.83 Total Assets $19,099.03
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to the west.  On February 9, 1918, Soviet forces took Kiev and the Ukrainian People’s Republic 

signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk with the Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and the Ottoman 

Empire, opening the way for the German and Austro-Hungarian armies to help expel the Soviet 

Russian invaders from Ukraine, which was accomplished by the end of April 1918.  However, the 

first concern of the Germans was the extraction of foodstuffs from Ukraine to feed the starving 

cities of the blockaded Central Powers, not the social reforms that were the focus of the Rada.  As 

a result, on April 29, 1918, the Germans disbanded the Rada, arrested its members and installed a 

Ukrainian General, Pavlo Skoropadsky, as Hetman of a new conservative Ukrainian government 

known as the “Hetmanate”, effectively turning Ukraine into a German protectorate.   

With the defeat of the Central Powers in November 1918, the Hetmanate lost its German protector 

and was immediately challenged by a new socialist-leaning revolutionary government, the 

“Directorate” led by Symon Petliura and other members of the old Rada.  The Directorate had 

wide popular support and forced the Hetmanate in Kyiv to step down on December 19, 1918.  

Meanwhile, with the end of the First World War, the Soviet Russian government repudiated the 

Treaty of Brest-Litovsk and again invaded Ukraine.  On January 26, 1919, the Directorate declared 

war against Soviet Russia, as the Bolsheviks continued to deny any invasion of Ukraine.  On 

February 5, 1919, Soviet Russian forces recaptured Kyiv and then overran most of eastern and 

central Ukraine, pushing the Ukrainian forces back into the westernmost part of the country.  The 

Ukrainian forces were saved from complete destruction by the offensive of the White Russian 

Volunteer Army of General Denikin which occupied all of eastern and central Ukraine by October 

1919, only to be driven back into the Crimea by a Soviet counteroffensive during the winter of 

1919-20.  In April 1920, the Ukrainian Directorate signed an alliance with Poland and a Polish-

Ukrainian offensive briefly retook Kyiv in early May 1920, only to be driven back out by a 

counteroffensive of the Soviet Red Army in late May 1920.  In the wake of the Polish victory over 

Soviet forces before Warsaw in August 1920, Poland and Russia signed an armistice in October 

1920 and the last of Petliura’s Ukrainian forces were forced back across the Polish border in 

November 1920, thus ending any semblance of Ukrainian independence.  The March 1921 Treaty 

of Riga between Poland and Soviet Russia saw the western Ukraine become part of Poland and 

the balance of the country become the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. 

Philatelically, initially all Ukrainian stamps were Imperial Russian 

stamps overprinted with various forms of the Trident, the national symbol 

of Ukraine.  At left is a 1 kopek Russian stamp overprinted with a Type 

III Kyiv Trident overprint and cancelled with a Ukrainian language 

canceller for Kyiv, probably sometime in December 1918.  (One of our  

members, Clark Souers has self published a very interesting work on 

these stamps entitled “Ukraine Tridents 1918, & Forgeries”.  It is 

available through the SHP for $25 plus postage, with the price being a 

donation to the society.)  It was not until July 1918 that Ukraine issued 

its own series of stamps with an original design, the 30 shagiv value of 

which is illustrated on the cover of this edition of The News.  

This issue of The News has two Letters to the Editor, one from Alan Soble and the other from 

Thomas Healey, as well as a blurb from Bob Morgan on the 78th known airmail cover from the 

Hungarian Hyperinflation, which comes from the collection of our newest member, Andy Soutar.  

The main articles in this issue are Part II of Florent Tricot’s second article on postage due during 
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the Hyperinflation and an interesting update on the postal validity of previous issues of Hungarian 

stamps from Csaba Kohalmi.  Thank you, gentlemen, for your contributions!  

As many of you may have gleaned from my Ruminations columns in a couple of past issues, I am 

a big fan of the 1945 Provisional issue.  What initially peaked my interest in this series of stamps 

and the early periods of the Hyperinflation was an article written by Jan Jaap de Weerd in the July-

September 2015 issue of The News “Turul Postal Cards During the Hungarian Hyperinflation”.  

This article appeared in the second issue of The News after I became the Editor and it has stuck 

with me because it was such an interesting synthesis of the collecting of stamps, postal stationery 

and postal history.   A couple of years later, fellow SHP member Robert Pinet, who I  have gleefully 

pushed down so many slippery philatelic slopes that I have lost track of them all, returned the 

“favour” by giving me the postcard illustrated below, which was the start of my own collection of 

the postal history of the early part of the Hyperinflation. 

 

One of the many things I like about Florent’s articles is his detail about postal processes and until 

his article in this issue of The News, I really didn’t understand what had transpired with this piece 

of mail.  The blue pencil arrow towards the sender’s address obviously means return to sender, but 

I now know that the pencil note at the bottom left reads “Ismeretlen”, meaning unknown at this 

address, with the VIII/14 underneath being the date that the mail carrier tried to deliver the card to 

this address and that the “V” above it stands for Vissza or “Return”.  Over the last few years I have 

gradually accumulated about four dozen items from the first six Periods of the Hyperinflation.   On 

the back cover of this issue of The News, are two items which display some of the stickers and 

processes that Florent talks about in his article, though not in the context of postage due. 

 



The News of Hungarian Philately 
 

6 

January – March 2022 
 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: A RODIN IN HUNGARY 

Here's a 1981 Hungarian (communist) postal stationery card with an Auguste Rodin (1840–1917) 

“Kiss” indicium (1 Ft) and a Szépművészeti cachet. The combination seems to imply that the 

Múzeum has a copy of this sculpture.  

 

 
 

There's an excellent marble copy (made by Henri Gréber in 1929) of “Kiss” in Philadelphia's Rodin 

museum, my home town, which is illustrated below on the left.  I've been to the Szépművészeti in 

Budapest, but do not remember a “Kiss.”  Is one there?  A Szépművészeti web page says yes: “Ezt 

az anyagot később az 1968-ban megvásárolt A csók című szobor egészítette ki” (i.e., a “Kiss” was 

purchased in 1968).  But additional web browsing reveals that the Magyar Nemzeti Galéria (Buda 

Castle) houses a copy of Rodin's similar piece (but really very different; look carefully, as you 

would with a stamp, especially at the location of the male’s right hand) called “Eternal 

Springtime”, which is illustrated below on the right.  
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Both sculptures were originally created for Rodin’s “The Gates of Hell”; his “Kiss” dates from 

1882, “Eternal Springtime” from 1884.  I still do not know whether the Szépművészeti has a 

“Kiss,” as claimed on its Rodin web page.  Can any reader help answer this question? 

Alan Soble 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: A MODERN HUNGARIAN COVER 

On Monday, September 13, 2021, I received this beautiful, registered cover from Hungary.  It 

carried a cover for my Liechtenstein collection.  When I saw the beauty of this cover, I knew that 

I needed to share it.  So many of the shipments I receive from Europe simply carry non-philatelic 

postal markings.   

 

This cover originated in Debrecen, Hungary.  Each of the stamps are hand cancelled with a double 

circular cancel for Debrecen 16.  Inside the double circle above the bridge are the letters “MP.”  

The date in the center of the postmark is 2021 08 31.  Below the bridge, is a large letter “K”, 

denoting the canceller.  Unfortunately, the postmarks are very light and difficult to see on this 

scan, but they each tie a stamp to the cover.  There is also a postmark, on the left, tying the label 

above the Registration label, to the cover.  There is 2335 Forints in postage on the cover, including 

the two souvenir sheets on the back.  This is equivalent, as of this writing, to around $7.94.  I do 

not know the weight of the shipment as I have already put the covers that came in it into my 

collection, but the postage includes priority and registration charges. 
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The first stamp on the far right at the top of the front of the cover celebrates St. Laszlo (King 

Ladislaus I) of Hungary and Croatia.  It is from a 2003 souvenir sheet that was a joint issue with 

Croatia.  In 1077, Laszlo became King of Hungary and in 1091 King of Croatia.  St. Laszlo died 

on July 29, 1095.  This 300 Forint stamp was not issued separately from the souvenir sheet.  The 

second stamp from the right is also from a souvenir sheet.  This 500 Forint stamp celebrates the 

200th anniversary of the birth of Deák Ferenc.  He was the first Hungarian Minister of Justice in 

the revolutionary government of 1848 and was the leader of the Hungarian delegation that 

negotiated the Compromise of 1867.  An example of the souvenir sheet from which this stamp was 

taken is on the back of the cover (see scan below).  This stamp too was only issued as part of the 

souvenir sheet.  The third stamp at the top of the cover is another 500 Forint stamp picturing the 

Hungarian Parliament buildings, issued in 2002.  This stamp too was only issued in a souvenir 

sheet.  Finally, lower on the front, are the 5 Forint and 30 Forint stamps from the 2017 set 

celebrating the 150th anniversary of the founding of the post office in Hungary.  They are part of a 

set of six. 

 

On the back are two 500 Forint souvenir sheets: one celebrating the 200th birthday of the Hungarian 

Justice Minister, Deák Ferenc and the other, also issued in 2003, celebrating Hungary becoming 

part of the European Union on April 16, 2003.  You can guess how delighted I was to receive such 

a beautiful cover for my Hungarian cover collection as an added bonus to the cover I actually 

bought.  This still does happen! 

Thomas Healey 
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THE 78TH HYPERINFLATION AIRMAIL COVER 

by Robert B. Morgan 

Andy Soutar presented a new, up-to-now unknown Airmail cover from the Hyperinflation period 

in the December 2021 issue of the Stamps of Hungary, which is published by the Hungarian 

Philatelic Society of Great Britain.  It is always exciting to be able to add a new find to the recorded 

list.  This letter, illustrated below, was mailed from Budapest to Twickenham, England, on May 

6, 1946; it is only the 78th Airmail cover to be recorded in the last 37+ years!  For the 13gram 

weight letter, the fee paid was 28 millio Pengö, which covered Hungary’s European addressed 

Airmail rate schedule of 0.10 Gold Franc (GF) for each 10 grams of weight.  On May 5-7, 1946, 

the GF exchange rate into Pengö was 1 GF = 100 millio Pengö.  Therefore, the 13gram letter was 

charged 20 millio Pengö, plus 8 millio Pengö for Hungary’s 14th Rate Period’s foreign letter rate 

for a total paid (in cash) of 28 millio Pengös. 

Moreover, up to the present time, this is the earliest dated Airmail cover recorded to a 

European address with the European rate schedule! 

 

 

Ed – An updated version of Bob Morgan’s listing of Airmail covers follows on the next page.  
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Chapter 6 101 

The list of Air Mail covers recorded* 78, (updated January 10, 2022) in chronological order 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

rate period  1946           weight           destination          country                                                     rate paid 

14 May 2 5 ½ grams Los Altos, CA USA.................................................................. 108,000,000 Pengö 

14 May 2 12 ½ grams San Francisco USA.................................................................. 158,000,000 Pengö 

14 May 4 3 ½ grams Cleveland USA.................................................................... 78,000,000 Pengö 

14 May 6 13 grams Twickenham England .............................................................. 28,000,000 Pengö 

14 May 6 5 grams New York USA.................................................................. 108,000,000 Pengö 

14 May 7 5 ½ grams East Orange, NJ USA.................................................................. 208,000,000 Pengö 

14  May 8 7 grams Philadelphia USA.................................................................. 308,000,000 Pengö 
15 May 10 9 ½ grams Patterson USA.................................................................. 340,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 11 4 grams New York USA.................................................................. 290,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 11 6 grams London England .............................................................. 60,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 11 5 grams Jackson Heights USA.................................................................. 290,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 11 8 grams New York USA.................................................................. 540,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 12 5½ grams New York USA.................................................................. 540,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 16 12 grams Los Angeles USA.................................................................. 540,000,000 Pengö 
15 May 17 7 grams New York USA............................................................... 1,040,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 17 10 grams Stockholm Sweden ............................................................... 90,000,000 Pengö (90 milpengö) 

15 May 17 7 grams  ** London England ............................................................ 170,000,000 Pengö 

15 May 17 15 grams** Jersey City USA............................................................... 1,620,000,000 Pengö 

15 May18 6 grams Bronx USA............................................................... 1,640,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 20 4 grams Hamilton New Zealand ................................................. 2,160,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 20 3½ grams Arlington USA............................................................... 1,160,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 21 8 grams New York USA............................................................... 2,160,000,000 Pengö 
16 May 21 6 grams Los Altos USA............................................................... 2,160,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 22 5 grams Hollywood USA............................................................... 2,160,000,000  Pengö 

16 May 24 10 grams** Paris France ............................................................... 680,000,000 Pengö (680 milp) 

16 May 25 4½ grams Sydney, NSW Australia ........................................................ 6,160,000,000 Pengö 

16 May 26 10.4 grams** Los Angeles USA............................................................. 18,480,000,000 Pengö 

17 May 27 5 grams New York USA............................................................... 6,480,000,000 Pengö 

17 May 27 4 grams New York USA............................................................... 6,480,000,000 Pengö 

17 May 27 13grams Millom England ......................................................... 1,680,000,000 Pengö (1,680 milp) 
17 May 29 5 grams Göteborg Sweden .......................................................... 1,480,000,000 Pengö 

17 May 29 4 grams Los Angeles USA............................................................. 10,480,000,000 Pengö 

17 May 30 3½ grams New York USA............................................................. 10,480,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 1 14 grams New York USA............................................................. 37,600,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 1 5 grams New York USA............................................................. 13,600,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 1 4 grams ** Newark USA............................................................. 16,800,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 3 10 grams Harefield England ......................................................... 4,100,000,000 Pengö 
18 June 3 9 grams Los Angeles USA............................................................. 51,600,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 8 3½ grams Miami USA .......................................................... 101,600,000,000 Pengö (101,600 milp) 

18 June 9 9 grams  ## Stockholm Sweden ........................................................ 11,600,000,000 Pengö 

18 June 9 4 grams Chicago USA........................................................... 101,600,000,000 Pengö 

19 June 11 3 grams New York USA........................................................... 216,000,000,000 Pengö  

19 June 11 10½ grams New York USA........................................................... 616,000,000,000 Pengö 

19 June 14 16 grams New York USA........................................................ 2,016,000,000,000 Pengö 

19 June 15 5 grams Toronto Canada ....................................................... 516,000,000,000 Pengö 
19 June 16 6½ grams London England ..................................................... 166,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 17 19 grams London England ..................................................... 380,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 19 7 grams   # Stockholm Sweden ...................................................... 580,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 19 4½ grams New York USA........................................................ 5,080,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 19 12 grams ** London England .................................................. 1,240,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 22 8 grams New York USA...................................................... 20,080,000,000,000 Pengö 

20 June 23 31/2 grams New York USA...................................................... 20,080,000,000,000 Pengö 

21 June 24 4 grams New York USA...................................................... 21,600,000,000,000 Pengö = 21.6 billió 
21 June 24 6 grams New York USA...................................................... 41,600,000,000,000 Pengö 

21 June 26 3 grams New York USA...................................................... 81,600,000,000,000 Pengö = 81.6 billió  

21 June 27 4½ grams Hammond USA.................................................... 201,600,000,000,000 Pengö = 201.6 billió 

21 June 29 7 grams London England .............................................. 100,480,000,000,000 Pengö 

23 July 5 3½ grams  Stockholm Sweden ............................................... 208,000,000,000,000 Pengö 

23 July 6 5 grams Melbourne, Vic. Australia ..................................20,008,000,000,000,000,000 Pengö = 20 trillió 

24 July 11 4 grams *** New York USA.................................... 2,001,200,000,000,000,000,000 Pengö = 2,001 trillió + 
24 July 11 4 grams Vineland USA.................................... 2,000,400,000,000,000,000,000 Pengö = 2,000 trillió+ 

25 July 14 5 grams New York USA...................................................................... 9,320,000 adópengö 

25 July 14 3 grams Sydney, NSW Australia ............................................................. 13,940,000 adópengö 

25 July 15 10 grams Ventnor City USA.................................................................... 17,860,000 adópengö 

25 July 16 5 grams New York USA.................................................................... 12,580,000 adópengö 

25 July 17 8 grams London England ................................................................ 2,090,000 adópengö 

26 July 18 7.5 grams Kosta Sweden ................................................................. 2,100,000 adópengö 

26 July 18 4 grams New York USA.................................................................... 17,100,000 adópengö 
26 July 18 5 grams Miami USA.................................................................... 17,100.000 adópengö  

26 July 20 5 grams Newark USA.................................................................... 30,400,000 adópengö 

26 July 20 71/2grams London England ................................................................ 3,400,000 adópengö 

26 July 20 5 grams Sydney,NSW Australia ............................................................. 45,400,000 adópengö 

27 July 24 5 grams New York USA.................................................................. 151,600,000 adópengö 

27 July 24 4 grams Chislehurst England .............................................................. 16,600,000 adópengö 

27 July 25 5 grams Sydney,NSW Australia ........................................................... 226,600,000 adópengö 
27 July 26 3 grams Los Angeles USA.................................................................. 451,600,000 adópengö 

27 July 27 11 grams New Brunswick USA............................................................... 4,501,600,000 adópengö 

27 July 31 14 grams Rahway, NJ USA............................................................... 2,401,600,000 adópengö 

 

 

 *    A few (3) covers we did not see, but responsible reporting occurred and included here. 

**   Registered. *** Registered, Returned to Sender                                            # Front only 

*** Registered, Returned to Sender.  ## Rate paid with stamps 
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POSTAGE DUE DURING THE HUNGARIAN HYPERINFLATION OF 1945-1946 – 

WHEN THE RECIPIENT WAS UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO PAY: PART II 

by Florent Tricot 

V- Return to sender (Vissza) 

If the addressee was not found at the last known address, was deceased or refused to pay the 

postage due, the charged mail was returned to the sender who had to pay a fee.  This calculation 

of the amount of postage due does not seem to be consistent across all the periods of the 

Hyperinflation.  There appears to have been two methods depending on the period: 

1. the amount of postage due charged to the addressee was claimed from the sender, or  

2. the amount claimed from the sender was the entire amount of the rate for the item of mail 

in force during the period when it was initially mailed.    

There was an additional penalty levied for postal parcels and printed matter items. 

For the sender to be found, his or her address had to have been written somewhere on the item of 

mail, on the back of a letter, in the lower left corner of the front of a postcard or in the upper left 

corner of the front of parcel cards (in the "Szelvény" part), for example.  If the sender's address 

was on the item of mail, it was sent back to the post office responsible for the sender’s address.  A 

clerk at the post office which had attempted unsuccessfully to deliver the mail drew an arrow to 

the sender’s address and wrote "vissza" (return) on the item of mail.  When the item of mail arrived 

at the post office responsible for the sender's address, new postage due stamps were affixed 

(assuming the post office had any) and they were cancelled when the postman went to claim the 

postage due from the sender.   

On some items of mail, though, no new postage due stamps were applied, nor even any other 

indication of the amount to be collected.  This may have been the case when the amount of postage 

due to be collected was the same as that claimed from the addressee, as this amount had already 

been indicated by the existing postage due stamps or handwritten notation. In this situation, there 

were three possible outcomes: 

1. the sender paid the postage due and collected the mail he had sent a few days (or even 

weeks) before; 

2. the sender's address on the item of mail was wrong (see Figure 15), and there was a search 

for a new address of the sender (needless to say, this type of case could get extremely 

interesting); and 

3. the sender refused to pay the postage due (see Figure 22). 

In this last case, the postage due was cancelled (if there were any previously affixed postage due 

stamps, they were crossed out in pencil or cancelled by either an ‘ÉRVÉNYTELEN’ or an ‘X in a 

circle’ marking, as illustrated in Part I of this article (page 25 of the October-December 2021 issue 

of The News), and the post office just accepted that it could no longer collect this amount, since 

there was no one left to pay it. 
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If available, the delivering post office would also affix a sticker to the item of mail to indicate the 

reason for returning the item of mail to the sender’s post office and, as a result, the action which 

would need to be undertaken by that post office.  At the moment, I only know of six of these 

stickers, which were printed in Hungarian, with a French translation, and which are illustrated 

below. 

 

The stickers which indicated the need for an address search were “Ismeretlen. Inconnu.” and 

“Elköltözött. Parti.”; the stickers triggering a return to the sender were: “Nem fogadta el. Refusé.”, 

“Meghalt. Décédé.”, “Cim elagtelen. Insuffisance d’adresse.” and “Úton van. En voyage.”.  If the 

search for a new address did not yield any results, the “Ismeretlen. Inconnu.” and “Elköllózött. 

Parti.” stickers could also be affixed to a piece of mail before it was returned to the sender.  If the 

delivering post office did not have any of the correct stickers available, a postal clerk would 

frequently just write the appropriate wording in Hungarian on the piece of mail. 

From Period 1, it appears that the amount of postage due claimed from the sender when a piece of 

mail was returned to him or her was the amount that was initially claimed from the recipient.  It is 

not clear when this process changed or was no longer applicable, but items of mail that have been 

processed in this way exist into Period 5.  The amount claimed was either prepaid in postage due 

stamps or handwritten again, or with no new postage due stamps for the claiming and no other new 

handwritten sum due. 

 

Figure 12: An 18f postal stationery card sent with insufficient postage from Bonyhád in May 

1945 (Period 1) to Budapest.  The rate for a domestic postcard was 60f.  The calculation of the 

amount due is 2x (60-18) = 84f rounded-up to the nearest 10f is 90f.  In Budapest, two 40f and 

one 10f brown postage due stamps were affixed for collecting 90f from the recipient.  He was 

dead (as indicated by “meghalt” handwritten in pencil in the middle of the right side of the 

card), the postage due stamps were therefore cancelled with an “ÉRVÉNYTELEN” marking. The 

postcard was then returned to the sender and on arrival in Bonyhád on June 1, 1945, new brown 
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postage due stamps were affixed - seven 12f and two 3f to make 90f, this time to be collected 

from the sender. (ex-Visnyovszki) 

  

Figure 13: An official letter (A Magyar Kiralyi Kúriától = Hungarian Royal Supreme Court) 

unfranked (hivatalból Portóköteles indicating postage to be paid by the addressee) sent from 

Budapest on October 23, 1945 (Period 3) to Szombathely.  The rate (PRT127.000 / A.4) for a 

domestic letter up to 20g was 10P.  The recipient was therefore to pay the 10P postage.  A Type 

T7 postage due handstamp was applied and "10.-" was handwritten in blue pencil at Budapest 5.  

Five 2P on 60f overprinted postage due stamps were affixed to the back of the envelope at 

Szombathely 1 on October 27, 1945, for this amount.  The addressee had left, as indicated by the 

“Elköllózött. Parti.” sticker on the back with “1945 X 27” handwritten on it.  The postage due 

stamps were then annulled with blue pencil.  There followed an address search, which was 

unsuccessful since a new “Elköltözött. Parti.” sticker was affixed to the front of the letter.  This 

time the sticker was postmarked, along with the one on the back, on November 10, 1945 (Period 

4) in Szombathely.  The recipient's address was crossed out and "vissza Budapest" was 

handwritten on the front of the envelope with an arrow in pencil to the sender's address.  A 

second arrow was drawn towards Budapest, which was was underlined again, this time in blue 

pencil.  Perhaps this was to remind the postman that the 10P already charged in blue was to be 

collected this time from the sender. 

SOCIETY FOR CZECHOSLOVAK PHILATELY 

If you collect the stamps or postal history of Czechoslovakia, the Czech Republic or 

Slovakia, you may want to consider joining the Society for Czechoslovak Philately. 

Annual Membership comes with 4 issues of The Czechoslovak Specialist, access to the 

society Library, member’s rates for purchasing books and expertization services.  You can 

join on the society website – www.csphilately.org or contact 

Marisa Galitz   

PO Box 646 

Owings Mills, MD 21117 

mmgalitz@gmail.com 

 

http://www.csphilately.org/
mailto:mmgalitz@gmail.com
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Figure 14: A local Budapest letter sent under franked with 3x10P stamps (30P was the rate for 

printed matter) prior to January 2, 1946 (Period 5).  The rate (PRT138.000 / A.4) for a local 

letter up to 20g was 80P.  The calculation of the amount due is 2x (80-30) = 100P.  A Type T6 

postage due marking (T in circle) was applied to the letter and a 100P postage stamp was affixed 

as a postage due stamp on January 2, 1946.  Note that the date stamp cancelling all of the 

postage stamps is that of the delivering post office, not the dispatching one - the three 10P 

postage stamps were not originally cancelled.  The addressee was not found as indicated by 

“Ismeretlen” (Unknown) written in green pencil in the centre left of the front of the envelope.  

The word “vissza” as well as the sender's address were handwritten at the bottom in the same 

green pencil.  Then, a new postage due amount was handwritten as "T 100-P" on the upper left 

of the front of the envelope.  This was the amount that the sender had to pay, which corresponds 

to the amount that the recipient originally had to pay. 

From Period 3 through Period 5, a second method of calculating the amount of postage due that 

was to be claimed from the sender can also be found.  This was an amount equal to the postage 

that the sender should have applied to the item for it to be correctly franked when it was mailed.  

From Period 3 to Period 5, both of these methods of calculating postage due seem to coexist.  This 

does not mean that postal workers had a choice – the application of the original method of 

calculating the amount due from the sender on the return of a piece of mail may very well have 

been done in error from not knowing new regulations.  Here too, the discovery of the actual postal 

regulations in effect during this period would resolve all this, but in any case, other documents 
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from these situations could possibly refine the periods of the application of these two methods of 

calculating the postage due. 

It is worth remarking that for both of these methods of calculating postage due, if the post office 

was too slow in undertaking the "new address search / return / possibly new address search" 

process, the sharp increases in postage rates and the short duration of rate periods during the 

hyperinflation could quickly render the rate for the sending period negligible in the context of a 

subsequent rate period.  There must have been situations where the recipient didn't have the change 

to pay such a small amount of postage due and the postman didn't have adequate currency to make 

change.  In such a case, it not hard to imagine the sender not agreeing to pay a higher sum and the 

postman just handing the mail back to the sender without the penalty being paid. 

 

Figure 15: A local postcard sent unfranked (the 18f indicium was worthless by this point in time) 

from Budapest 9 on October 4, 1945 (Period 3).  The rate (PRT127.000 / A.4) for a local 

postcard was 4P.  The calculation of the amount due is 2x4P = 8P and a Type T7 postage due 

marking was applied as well as a handwritten "8P" in blue pencil.  On October 6, 1945, eight 

90f on 36f and one 80f on 30f overprinted postage due stamps were affixed to the card at 

Budapest 112.  The recipient was not found at the original address nor at a second address.  The 

postage due stamps were cancelled with a purple “ÉRVÉNYTELEN” marking and the postcard 

was returned to the sender (vissza was handwritten in green in the lower middle of the card 

along with an arrow in pencil pointing back to the sender’s address).  At this point, though, we 

are in fact only halfway through the postal processing of this item of mail.  Two 2P on 20f 

overprinted postage due stamps, printed by the State Printing Works (Állami Nyomda) were 

affixed to the back of the card on October 19, 1945 at Budapest 2.  The 4P fee corresponds to the 

amount the sender should have franked the card with when the sender mailed this postcard in 

Period 3.  The sender was not found at the return address and the stamps were then annulled 

with an “X in a circle” handstamp.  Then, four new searches for the address of the sender were 

carried out: on October 25, 1945; then, in Period 4, on November 6, 1945 at Budapest 112, 

where the sticker "Ismeretlen / Inconnu" was applied; on November 8 at Budapest 741; and 

finally at Budapest 4, where two new overprinted postage due stamps are affixed to the back of 

the card, this time 2P on 50f, these too were printed by the State Printing Works.  In the end, on 

this postcard, there were three charges, two address searches for the recipient and finally five 

address searches for the sender. (ex-Visnyovszki) 
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Figure 16: A local printed matter card (Nyomtatvány = printed, Meghivó = invitation) correctly 

franked for Period 15 at 2x800eP + 4x100eP = 2 millióP, but under-franked for Period 16.  The 

card was deposited in a mailbox in Budapest during Period 15 and then processed on May 20, 

1946 (the first day of Period 16).  The rate (PRT228.200 / 4.) for a printed matter item up to 20g 

during Period 16 was 8 millióP.  Because this card was mailed in the previous period, it was 

subject to a special calculation for the grace period at the beginning of Period 16 - the postage 

due was only single deficiency: 8-2 = 6 millióP.  This amount was handwritten as "6 m" on the 

Type T1 “PORTO” postage due handstamp with a signature on May 21, 1946.  The card was 

presented at recipient’s home who refused to pay the postage due, as indicated by the “Nem 

Fogadta el. Refusé.” sticker.  Back at the delivering post office, "8" was handwritten next to the 

sticker, an arrow was drawn in blue pencil towards the sender's address. The “8” corresponds 

to 8 millióP and is the charge that the sender was to pay.  This corresponds to the amount of 

postage the sender should have franked the card with for sending it in Period 16.  At the 

dispatching post office, which was responsible for the sender’s address, a red Type B3 postage 

due handstamp was applied and filled-in with "8m", along with a signature.  Note that the initial 

postage due amount of 6 millióP was an error of the postal worker who first processed the piece 

of mail, he should have charged 8 millióP, which was the minimum charge for this item in 

Period 16. 

There were, to my knowledge, three cases where the sender also had to pay an additional penalty 

on the return of a piece of mail. 

The first case was where printed matter was sent under-franked, the recipient refused to pay the 

postage due and the item was returned to the sender.  Here a penalty was charged to the sender 

equal to the rate for mailing the item during the period when the postage due was levied.  An 

example of this case is illustrated in Figure 17.  

The second case was where the post office had to search for a new address for the recipient of a 

parcel.  As indicated in section IV of Part I of this article, this was a chargeable service, even if 

the parcel card had been correctly franked.  This was also the case if the parcel was returned to the 

sender and the sender had to pay a penalty, like that for printed matter, that corresponded to the 

current rate by weight for that parcel during the rate period of the parcel’s return.  So, if the parcel 

was returned to the sender during a rate period following its original shipment, the rate for this 

new period was the basis for the penalty.  An example of this case is illustrated in Figure 18. 
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The third case was where a parcel was sent through the post COD to a recipient.  As indicated in 

section III of Part I of this article, if the entire cost of sending a parcel was not paid by the sender, 

the deficiency was claimed from the recipient.  If the recipient refused to pay, the sender was 

responsible for paying this amount plus a penalty of 20% of the missing amount.  This additional 

penalty was initially charged to the dispatching post office by the delivering post office.  The 

amount of the penalty was calculated by the delivering post office and was indicated on a payment 

deficiency report (díjhiányjelentés) which specified the number of the parcel card for the parcel.  

This report was then sent with the parcel card in question to the dispatching post office for recovery 

of the amount due, which was indicated by postage stamps affixed to the report and cancelled on 

the day of payment.  When payment was made, the report was returned to the delivering post office 

to complete the process.  The delivering post office’s original date stamp on the front of the report 

was then crossed out and a final date stamp from the dispatching post office was then applied.  

Note that the original calculation of any deficiency was done in the delivering post office and if 

there was a change in rates between when the parcel was originally mailed at the dispatching post 

office and when it was processed in the delivering post office, the amount of postage due would 

be recalculated by the dispatching post office on the basis of the rates used on the day the parcel 

was originally mailed.  There are only three of these reports known from during the Hyperinflation 

and two of these are illustrated in Figures 19 and 20 below. 

 

Figure 17: A 12f postal stationery card sent as printed matter, but under-franked, from Budapest 

5 on July 2, 1945 (the first day of Period 2).  The rate (PRT105.037 / A.4) for printed matter up 

to 20g was 40f.  The calculation of the amount due is 2x (40-12) = 56f, rounded-up to the nearest 

10f is 60f and 60f was then handwritten in blue pencil beside the indicium of the postal 

stationery card.  The recipient was not found at the specified address.  The post office proceeded 

to search for the recipient’s new address, but as this service was chargeable for under-franked 
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printed matter, a 2f and two 4f brown postage due stamps were affixed to the card at Budapest 2 

on July 4, 1945.  In this case, the sum of 10f was the rate for printed matter up to 20g that 

applied in Period 1; in Period 2, the rate was 40f.  The postal worker who processed this postage 

due may not have been aware of the increase in the fee for an address search. The search was 

unsuccessful and the card was returned to the sender, the brown postage due stamps were 

crossed out in blue pencil and a new postage due amount 1.40P was charged and inscribed in 

blue pencil, beside the 60f, which was crossed out.  This new 1.40P amount corresponds to 60f 

(sum due by the recipient), plus 40f for the first search and 40f for the return to the sender.  Next, 

an arrow was drawn to the sender's written address and the card was returned to the sender.  On 

its arrival at Budapest 62, one 1P on 10f and two 20f on 4f overprinted postage due stamps were 

affixed to the card on July 9, 1945.  As it turned out, the sender's address was no longer valid, 

but a new address was found for the sender.  A sticker was then filled in with this new address, 

as well as the fact that the sender refused to pay this postage due, as indicated by the “nem 

fogadta el” handwritten on the new address label (from the collection of Jan Jaap De Weerd). 

 

Figure 18: A parcel card for a 400g parcel of "cipőpaszta" in "papir", (shoe polish in paper) 

with a declared value of 100,000P, sent from Budapest on January 10, 1946 (Period 5) to 

Zalabaksa. The rate (PRT138.00 / A.4) for a parcel weighing up to 5 kg was 600P, plus 200P for 

insurance (100P per 50,000P insured), so the parcel was correctly franked.  The 10P revenue 

stamp corresponds to the revenue fee that had to be paid by the sender of the parcel.  The 

postman tried to deliver the parcel to the recipient's address in Zalabaksa on January 21, 1946 

(Period 6) and then again on February 1, 1946 and finally on February 3, 1946 (Period 7).  The 

recipient was not found at this address, the name of the city was crossed out and "vissza 

Budapest" written on the card, as well as "visszaportó" and "vp 10000", which indicates that the 

sender would have to pay 10,000P, the rate for this weight of parcel in Period 7.  The postman 

from the dispatching post office tried to deliver the parcel to the sender's home on the February 

3, 1946, February 7, 1946 (in both the morning and afternoon) and then again on February 8, 

1946, when the postage due was finally collected. 
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Figure 19: The top two images are a parcel card for a parcel weighing 10kg, insufficiently 

franked with 10f, sent by a postal worker (handwritten mention of "kedv" for kedvezméneys on 

the front and a hand stamped banner completed by the supervisor on the back), from Miháld on 

August 4, 1945 (Period 1) to Budapest.  The special rate for a postal employee sending a parcel 

weighing less than 20kg was 1P for Period 1; it was 10f during the Second World War prior to 

Period 1. The shortfall of 90f (1P-10f = 90f) was claimed in Budapest from the recipient, who 

received the package on August 10, 1945 without paying the deficiency.  The bottom two images 

are a Payment Deficiency Report (díjhiányjelentés) completed in Budapest on August 15,1945 

indicating on the back the number of the parcel card, the recipient's address, the origin city of 

the parcel, as well as the calculation 90f + 15f = 1P05f: the 15f corresponds to 20% of 90f = 18f 

rounded down to 15f.  The report was then sent to Miháld where the sender and the post office 

jointly paid the amount due, indicated by postage stamps of 60f, 42f and 4f (= 1P06f, 1f 

overpaid) cancelled on August 18, 1945.  The handwritten references on the front of the report 

(Budapest 112 and Miháld) and the initial Budapest date stamp are crossed out and reversed at 

Miháld with the August 18, 1945 date stamp. (from the collection of Robert Morgan) 
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Figure 20: A Deficiency of Payment Report filled in at Nyíregyháza on April 11, 1946 

concerning a 1.8kg postal parcel sent from Budapest 82 on April 1, 1946 (the first day of Period 

11) to Nyíregyháza.  The cost of the parcel included postage of 150,000P and the insurance fee 

for a value of 20,000,000P.  The amount corresponding to the insurance was not paid in 

Budapest - in Period 11, this fee was 3,000P per 1,000,000P insured, therefore 60,000P was due 

for the insurance.  During Period 11, the rate (PRT217.400 / 4.) for a parcel weighing up to 5kg 

was 200,000P. 200,000 + 60,000 = 260,000P and was handwritten as the amount to be prepaid.  

Therefore,110,000P (260,000-150,000 = 110,000P) was missing.  The amount due to 

Nyíregyháza was calculated on the report as 110,000P + 20% (22,000P) = 132,000P and was 

sent to Budapest on April 11, 1964.  The report arrived in Budapest on April 13, 1946.  Here, the 

calculation of the amount due was revised on the basis of the rates for Period 10; the 

explanation being that the parcel had been processed during Period 10 in Budapest, but was not 

shipped until Period 11.  The 150,000P postage on the parcel card corresponded to the current 

rate for parcels up to 5kg during Period 10. On the other hand, there had been an oversight of 

the postage due for insurance (same rate and therefore same calculation as for the Period 11, a 

sum due of 60,000P).  So, the 260,000P was changed to 150,000 + 60,000 = 210,000P (the 6 

changed to a 1), the sum due of 110,000P was changed to 60,000P, which gives the calculation 

60,000 + 20% (12,000P) = 72,000P.  This amount is indicated by postage stamps of 4x15eP 

(15,000P) + 4xTl. 2. (3,000P) = 72,000P, which were cancelled on April 13, 1946, the day of the 

payment of the amount due.  The written references on the front of the report (Nyíregyháza and 

Budapest 82) and the initial Nyíregyháza date stamp are crossed out and reversed in Budapest 

with the April 15, 1946 date stamp. 

Where senders, such as companies or official offices, did mass mailings of invoices or printed 

matter items this frequently generated large numbers of pieces of mail for which the recipients 

could not be found.  In these cases, the delivering post office would gather together all of the pieces 

of mail from a particular sender that could not be delivered and these would be returned to the 

sender bundled together with the total of the amounts of postage due from all of the returned pieces 

of mail to be claimed from the sender indicated on the envelope on the top of the bundle. 
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Figure 21: An official printed document from an administrative body (M.kir. Államvasutak 

központi számfejtő hivatala= central accounting office of the Hungarian Railways) to be 

completed by the recipient, and then returned, sent unfranked (hivatalból Portóköteles, postage 

payable by the addressee) from Budapest 62 on 23 July, 1945 (Period 2) to Dombóvár.  The rate 

(PRT105.037 / A.4) for printed matter up to 20g was 40f.  A Type T6 postage due marking (T in 

circle) was applied in Budapest.  A provisional "Beszedendő Portó" sticker is filled in "- 40", 

with the signature of the Dombóvár postal worker responsible and affixed on July 26, 1945, 

before the postman attempted to deliver the item to the recipient and collect the amount due. 

(Less than 5 documents are known with this provisional sticker used in Dombovár during the 

hyperinflation.)  The sticker was cancelled with the post office's red cash payment date stamp, 

except here this red date stamp does not denote proof of payment, as the Dombovár post office 

initially used this date stamp for many different purposes.  The addressee had left, as indicated 

by the “Elköltözött. Parti.” sticker affixed to the document and cancelled the same day.  The 

provisional sticker was then crossed out with pen, the address was crossed out and a Dombóvár 

postal worker wrote "vissza Budapest" under the original address.  However, the story of this 

piece of mail does not end here.  As it turns out, this administration body sent out several printed 

documents around July 23, 1945 and a certain number of these were returned to the sender 

(Robert Morgan’s collection has a second similar document from Dombóvár).  On the above 

document, there is also a "3.P" written in blue pencil just below the Budapest 62 postmark, 

indicating that in fact 3P was being claimed from the sender.  This was the total amount of the 

postage due for all of the documents in the bundle handwritten on the one on top (the one 

above). I don't have a copy of all these documents, but the various amounts of postage due were 

not all 40f, because 300 is not a multiple of 40. 
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In the end, however, despite all the efforts made by the post office to deliver an item of postage 

due mail, the sender could still refuse to pay the amount of postage due and the post office was 

stuck with the piece of mail without receiving any financial compensation.  With respect to official 

mail where the addressee had to pay the postage (Hivatalból Portóköteles), it is easy to imagine 

that administrative bodies would not have taken kindly to the return of mail with a claim for 

postage due attached to it.  In this case there was probably little chance that the postman was going 

to recover the amount due, as was the case with the document illustrated below in Figure 22. 

  

Figure 22: An official letter (Az Épitőmesteri Képzettség Megvizsgálására Szervezett Bizottság 

=commission for examining the qualifications for master builders) sent unfranked (hivatalból 

Portóköteles Díjátalányozva =postage payable by the addressee) from Budapest 72 on July 27, 

1945 (Period 2) to Debrecen. The rate (PRT105.037 / A.4) for a domestic letter up to 20g was 

3P.  The addressee therefore had to pay 3P. "T 3P" with a signature was handwritten in blue 

pencil in Budapest, a 1P on 10f and a 2P on 20f overprinted postage due stamps were affixed in 

Debrecen for this amount.  The recipient was not found, as indicated by the handwritten 

“Ismeretlen” (= unknown) on the front and the two postage due stamps were crossed out in 

pencil.  The word "feladó" (sender) was handwritten under "T 3P" and the word "Portóköteles" 

was then crossed out and an arrow drawn towards the sender's address.  Back in Budapest on 

August 5, 1945, this time in Budapest 741, two new 1P on 10f and a 2P on 60f overprinted 

postage due stamps were affixed to claim the 3P from the sender.  In this case, the sender refused 

to pay, as indicated by the “Nem fogadta el. Refused.” sticker and Budapest 741 cancelled (date 

stamp on the back) all the postage due stamps with its “ÉRVÉNYTELEN” handstamp on August 

9, 1945.  The postage due for this letter was not going to be paid by anyone. "Levonózni" is 

handwritten on the bottom right of the front of the envelope ("levonni" = "to be deducted") 

indicating that the request for recovery of the postage due originally written in the register book 

of the post office should be removed. 

VI- Conclusion 

Even if the deciphering of the documents presented above initially seems complex, once one gets 

into the investigation of the details, it does bring together everything that one looks for in collecting 

an area of postal history and the study of the accompanying postal regulations (or if they do not 
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exist, the actual postal uses): the reason why such action was taken, its impact on the mail and the 

postal processes implemented as a result.  If anyone can add anything to this study of mine, please 

let me know.  This is especially important for the early Periods of the Hyperinflation where the 

texts of the postal regulations do not exist to provide a context to the study of postal processes. 

References:  

Robert Morgan, The Hungarian Hyperinflation of 1945-1946 (Collectors Club of Chicago, 2003). 

PRT’s from 1945 and 1946. 

Sharing of information and scans with other collectors, such as Robert Morgan and Jan Jaap De 

Weerd. 

Documents from my own collection and those of Robert Morgan (Figures 11 and 19) and Jan Jaap 

De Weerd (Figure 17). 
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AN UPDATE ON THE POSTAL VALIDITY OF FORINT DENOMINATED STAMPS 

ISSUED AFTER AUGUST 1, 1946 

by Csaba L. Kohalmi 

While growing up, my parents often quoted the Hungarian proverb “A jó pap holtig tanul” / “A 

good priest learns until his death” to me.  This proved to be true as I “updated” my knowledge 

about the postal validity of Hungarian stamps denominated in forints while perusing the 

publications I found on the mabeosz.hu website for the Internet Stamp Club.  The following 

statement appeared in the March 2015 issue of Bélyeg (belyeg201501.pdf - Google Drive): 

A fillér és nem egész forint névértékű postabélyeget, valamint a „Magyar Posta” felirattal 

kibocsátott bélyeget, egyéb postai értékcikket az egyetemes postai szolgáltatás keretében 

feladható levélküldeményekkel kapcsolatos postai szolgáltatás díjának kiegyenlítésére 2014. 

december 31-ig köteles a Szolgáltató elfogadni. / The service provider is obligated to accept 

until 31 December 2014 postage stamps denominated in fillér and fractional forints, also 

ones issued with “Magyar Posta” inscription as well as other postal entires, as supplemental 

payment for fees for postal services to be provided in the line of posting letters for delivery. 

 Whoa!  I didn’t know that! 

(Back in my previous life as an electronics engineer working for the Navy in landlocked 

Indianapolis, we joked about why we had sloping foreheads.  It was because we oftentimes had to 

slap ourselves on our brows realizing that “Why didn’t I think of that!” / The origins of the naval 

facility go back to 1942 when it was built to manufacture the Norden bombsight during World 

War II.  It was strategically placed far enough inland to keep it safe from Axis attacks.  In the 

beginning it was operated by the Lukas-Harold Corporation.  After the war, the Navy took it over 

and kept it operating under four different names [NOPI, NAFI, NAC, NAWC] until 1997 when 

the Hughes Corporation “privatized” it and sold it to Raytheon a year later.  I bailed out soon 

thereafter having worked in the same building under five different names, starting with NAFI!/) 

The “bottom-line” impact of this regulation was that any stamp inscribed “Magyar Posta” would 

not be valid starting on January 1, 2015!  The last stamps bearing that inscription were the Historic 

Clocks set and the Christmas stamp of 1990 (MBÁ 4072-76 / Scott 3272-76).  The Eötvös stamp 

issued on January 31, 1991 (MBÁ 4076 / Scott 3277) (and all subsequent stamps issues) were 

inscribed “Magyarország.”  Since the regulation invalidated all “Magyar Posta” stamps, it 

automatically invalidated all the ones denominated in fillér and fractional forints (i.e., 1,70Ft) that 

were issued after 1946. 

The postal validity of stamps issued as of August 1, 1946 started out as being limited to a specified 

time period.  Sometimes it was as short as a few months (1947 Roosevelt series), sometimes it was 

4-5 years (as was the case for most “definitive” series such as the 1950 “5 Year Plan” issue), and 

sometimes the validity was “restored” (several forint values of the original 1946 series were placed 

back into circulation for 3 years to alleviate stamp shortages in 1952 after having been withdrawn 

in 1950).  In 1971, the limited validity period was abolished by Postal Directive 67/1971.  

Consequently, all stamps issued after August 1, 1946 became valid for postage. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8DVtR4hhS3UN0xYbHFVNUUweWs/view?resourcekey=0-ObTO6GzGWjdTLa_UUM3eFg
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This opportunity provided a bonanza for collectors who could “harvest” the unwanted issues 

emanating from the “wallpaper-era” of the late 1960s through the 1980s to recover some value.  

Stamps from this time did not have much resale value but could now be used as postage.  With the 

onset of the forint-inflation in the early 1990s, it also created an opportunity for philatelic 

machinations: pen-and-ink changes to the denominations in making forint values from fillér 

stamps. 

 

(“Fillér” had been the subunit of Hungarian currency since 1892 with the introduction of the 

‘korona.’  The word was predominantly featured as “fillér” or abbreviated as “f” on Hungarian 

stamps from 1900 through 1981.  The last stamps issued in “fillér” were from the Historical Flags 

set (MBÁ 3457-58 / Scott 1688-89) issued in that last year.  By that time, postage rates (and 

consumer prices) were expressed in whole forints only.  Fillér coins continued to be minted through 

1990 but mostly as part of mint sets sold to collectors.  When the new coinage was introduced, 

fillér coins were discontinued.  In my childhood years back in Hungary in the 1950s, I did not see 

many 2 and 5 fillér coins in circulation.  Kids considered them to be worthless even back then.  

The theory of keeping the 2 fillér coin in circulation was to make change for the 8f and 12f stamps 

that were issued with various definitive series (5 Year Plan, Buildings, Workers) and were used 

for mailing printed matter.  Redemption for the 2 fillér coin which featured a hole in the middle 

came when, in 1973, I saw that my grandfather had used one as a washer to nail the toilet paper 

holder inside the door of the outhouse.  A dozen or so years later when I returned with my father 

to help liquidate the family estate, I was able to retrieve the coin.  Currently, it’s one of my 

mementos that decorate my desk lamp.) 

The concept of the “fillér” as a unit of currency faded from public memory as the forint inflation 

accelerated into the 1990s.  By the turn of the millennium, there were young adults working for 

the post office who had never encountered “fillér” coins or stamps with the abbreviation “f.”  

Unscrupulous individuals took advantage of this situation to defraud the post office.  The cover 

below is one such example from 2014.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Figure 1. Pen-and-ink changes made to fillér-

denominated stamps used on a letter to the United 

States posted form Budapest on 17 November 1998.  

The 50 fillér and 60 fillér stamps issued in 1963 and 

1959 (MBÁ 1983, 1699 / Scott 1511, 1271 respectively) 

were changed into forint-denominations to defraud the 

Hungarian Post. 
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Figure 2. Letter sent to the US from Budapest 502 on January 8, 2014 disingenuously franked 

with an eclectic mix of 18 stamps in various forint-fillér denominations.  The postage required 

for the 2nd weight class letter was 510 forints.  The front side is franked with fillér stamps whose 

absolute number adds up to 500.  The reverse side is franked with forint stamps worth 10 forints.  

The ill-informed postal clerk accepted the letter as being properly franked. 

In previous articles published in The News, we discussed other ways of using fractional forint-

denominated stamps to defraud the post office.  (See Csaba L. Kohalmi, The Decimal Point That 

Went Missing, January-March 2015 and Alan Soble, Underpaid Covers and Vertel’s Parliament, 

April-June 2015.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reverse side of 

an uncirculated  

2 fillér coin 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2 fillér used  

as a washer 
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Figure 3. Stamps photographically cropped from letters sent to the US from Csömör.  The one on the top 

is dated November 27, 2014; the one below it, December 29, 2014.  The 1,70Ft fractional forint-

denominated stamps were accepted for postage as 170 forints each due to inattentive postal personnel 

unfamiliar with the “fillér” currency designation convention.  Both letters were sent prior to the directive 

invalidating stamps inscribed “Magyar Posta.” 

Evidently, the vaguely worded directive invalidating “Magyar Posta” stamps indirectly was not 

well promulgated since the stamps continued to be used improperly.  The same sender who mailed 

the cover in Figure 2 sent the next one on November 12, 2015, more than 10 months after the 

regulation was issued.  (The directive did not state explicitly that only stamps inscribed 

“Magyarország” would remain valid.) 
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Figure 4. Letter sent to the US from Budapest on November 12, 2015 [10 months AFTER the 

directive prohibiting the use of these stamps was issued] requiring 900 forint postage (annotated 

in the lower left corner) franked with a mix of fillér and fractional forint-denominated stamps, all 

with the inscription “Magyar Posta.”  The sum of the numbers shown on the stamps totals 900.  

The two fractional forint stamps (1.50Ft Dogs and 140Ft Flowers) were accepted as 150 and 140 

forints, respectively, despite the decimal point in one design and the smaller sized ‘40’ in the 

other. 

Currently, the postage required for a 1st weight class priority letter from Hungary to the US is 

780Ft (HUF780 using the international currency convention).  I don’t get many letters from there 

anymore, but the ones I do get are properly franked.  There is not enough real estate on the 

envelopes to bother “gaming the system” with small denomination stamps to make up HUF750, 

so the temptation to use “Magyar Posta” stamps seems to have subsided.  Also, the post office 

must have taken steps to stop the fraudulent practices in order to protect its revenue stream.  After 

all, the directive has been in effect for six years now!  I wonder if any of our members have been 

aware of it? 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 
 

Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Anna Trischan: N49W16441 Lilac Lane, Menomonee Falls WI 53051 USA, 
email: shpauctioneer@gmail.com. You can set your starting price or consult with Anna to establish 
the same.  You can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of 
new acquisitions for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 11 
books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Orders and 
inquiries should be sent to:  

 
Alan Bauer, P.O. Box 4028, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568; tel: (888) 868-8293,  

e-mail: baueralan0414@gmail.com 



 

 
 

RETURN TO SENDER - 1945 

 
An unsealed envelope containing printed matter sent at the printed matter rate for Period 1 (10f) locally in 

Budapest on June 15, 1945.  The slip of paper pasted under the address indicates that the recipient had left 

that address without leaving forwarding information and is dated VI/14 and as a result, an “Elköltözött. 

Parti.” sticker was affixed.  The search for a new address was unsuccessful and vissza was scrawled 

across the cover with an arrow back to the sender’s address. 

 

 
A local letter sent at the local letter rate for Period 2 (2P) in Budapest on July 3, 1945.  The slip of paper 

pasted over the address indicates that the recipient was not known at that address and is dated VII/7 and 

as a result, an “Ismeretlen. Inconnu.” sticker was affixed.  The search for a new address for the recipient 

was unsuccessful and arrows were drawn back to the sender’s address to indicate it should be returned. 


