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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

by Alan Bauer 

 

Hello everyone, I hope that you are enjoying the summer and staying healthy.  We are making our 

preparations for our Annual General Meeting, which will be held at the Great American Stamp 

Show in Sacramento, scheduled for August 25th through August 28th.  Our Annual General 

Meeting will be held on Saturday, August 27th from 10:00 am to noon (PST).  There will be a 

Zoom component from the conference room, so that those members who can’t attend will be able 

to participate in the meeting.  The business part of the meeting will be followed, at approximately 

11:00 am, by an Expert presentation from Robert Lauer, on the topic of "The Postal History of The 

Lost Territories - South Hungary (Bánát & Bácska), 1918-1921".  We hope that many of you can 

join us, either in person or on ZOOM.  I'll be emailing the agenda once we get closer to the show.  

For those of you who haven’t responded to the email request I sent out earlier, please let me know 

if you plan to attend.  We will be having a booth at the show and can definitely use some volunteers 

to staff it.  I’ll have more information and will send it out with the agenda. 

  

Our Zoom Expert Presentation series has been overwhelmingly well received.  We’ve had five 

presentations so far and have had 20-30 members attending each one.  The feedback I’ve received 

is that the topics are of great interest and the presentations were highly informative.  If you’ve 

missed any, please take a look at the “Presentations” section of our website and you’ll find both 

the recording of the presentation and the PowerPoint slides for each month’s presentation.  Let me 

know if you need any help accessing them.  We are looking for volunteers for presentations in 

2023.  We have presentations scheduled from August 27th through February 2023, but would love 

to be able to continue the series past February 2023.  Please let me know if you would like to make 

a presentation and your proposed topic. 

 

IMPORTANT NEWS FROM YOUR TREASURER:  MATCHING FUNDS 2022 

In calendar years 2018 and 2019 the Society for Hungarian Philately had an anonymous donor 

put up $500 for a match of donations made by the membership during the year.  This program 

was very successful as the members met the challenge in both years. 

An email was just received from another potential donor pledging to do the same for the year 

2022.  As treasurer I gladly accepted the offer.  The donations received through this program 

will ensure the Society is able to continue its philanthropic contributions to Hungarian philately 

and remain solvent. 

A donation of any amount from members or friends is always appreciated.  For your 

contributions to be matched in 2022 – they must be received by November 1, 2022.  Donations 

may be made via PayPal at shptreasurer@tctwest.net. Checks may be mailed to The Treasurer, 

PO Box 802, Powell, WY 82435.   

 

mailto:shptreasurer@tctwest.net
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All of us at the SHP would like to wish our members an enjoyable summer and as always, I wish 

you……………………………………………………………………………….. happy stamping! 

 
 

 

KUDOS 

  

As mentioned in the October-December 2021 issue of The News, the SHP was privileged to have 

a number of its members exhibiting at Hunfilex 2022, as well as The News being entered in the 

literature competition.  The results are: 

 

Bill Hedley (Great Britain) Postal Services in the Habsburg Kingdom of Hungary 

to 1900, with Special Reference to Pozsony and its Environs - Score: 88 - Large 

Vermeil  

 

Florent Tricot (France) Hungarian Hyperinflation of 1945-1946: When the 

Recipient had to Pay - Score: 88 - Large Vermeil + Special Prize 

 

Paul de Leeuw van Weenen (Hungary) The Korona Inflation in Hungary 1920-

1926 - Score: 85 - Large Vermeil 

 

Robert Morgan (US) Hungary: The Hyperinflation 1945-1946 Score: 95 

(Certificate of Participation because only color pictures of the exhibit were 

submitted) 

 

Károly Szűcs (Hungary) Hungary's First Adhesive Revenues during the Forint-

Krajczár Currency Period 1868-1898 - Score: 95 - Large Gold 

 

Károly Szűcs (Hungary) Fiscal Philately - Score: 91 - Gold + Special Prize 

 

Society for Hungarian Philately (US) The News of Hungarian Philately - Score: 83 

- Vermeil 

 

 Congratulations, gentlemen!!! 

 
 

THE RUMINATIONS OF YOUR EDITOR 

 

by Robert Lauer  

  

I must say, though, that I am a bit disappointed with the point score that The News received from 

the literature competition at Hunfilex 2022.  Based on the feedback I get from the membership, 

from other collectors that don’t even collect Hungary and other philatelic journal editors, I would 

have thought that we would have scored higher.  Compared to most other philatelic journals, The 

News has a lot more in the way of original research, exchange of ideas through its letters to the 
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editor and meaty articles.  I think The News should have scored higher.  However, philatelic judges 

don’t pay membership dues and cash dues are really the only votes that count.  So, if any of you 

members out there have any suggestions to improve The News or any changes you would like to 

see made, please drop me a line. 

 

Since my Ruminations column in the last issue of The News, I have undertaken a personal odyssey 

into Ukrainian Philately that has had me sliding down yet another slippery philatelic slope at a 

breakneck speed.  While not entirely his fault, SHP member Clark Souers bears a large part of the 

blame for this turn of events.  His book on the Ukrainian Trident stamps of 1918 makes this brutally 

complicated area of philately accessable to anyone with a modicum of attention to detail.  For 

many  of these stamps, the catalogue value is under a buck, so this area fits nicely into my philatelic 

ideal of being “cheap and complicated”.  Moreover, the underlying Russian stamps are beautiful 

little philatelic works of art.  If you like collecting the Hungarian occupation issues, you’ll probably 

like collecting these Ukrainian trident overprints.  

 

Already on this slippery slope, I logically decided to join the Ukrainian Philatelic and Numismatic 

Society (UPNS) and was met with a very warm and helpful welcome.  They are having their 

Annual General Meeting at CAPEX 22 in Toronto, Canada in June and yours truly will definitely 

be joining them.  One UPNS  member, Mark Stelmacovich, flipped me an email letting me know 

that another member of the UPNS was selling off his Hungarian collection through Old Louis 

Auctions.  He wasn’t sure when it was going to be sold but indicated that from what he had seen 

of the material, “it was very good”. 

 

After the last Issue of The News was published, I sent an electronic copy of it to Nestor 

Rychtyckyj, the editor of the UPNS newsletter, Trident Visnyk.  He thanked me profusely for our 

support and said that he would mention this in the next edition of his news letter.  As I was in the 

process of putting together this issue of The News, I received my copy of Trident Visnyk with the 

following blurb about The News and the SHP in it.  Thanks, Nestor, much appreciated!   
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Speaking of CAPEX 22 in Toronto in June, we have entered The News in the literature 

competition at this show, so hopefully we’ll get a better result here than we got at Hunfilex 2022 

in Budapest.           

 

Csaba Kohalmi’s article in the last issue of  The News about the validity of fillér denominated 

postage stamps brought to mind the postcard illustrated below, which I stumbled across at the back 

of my album of commercial postcards from the first inflation, where it clearly did not belong.   

 

 
 

Outside of those parts of Hungary that were occupied after the First World War, where the post 

offices used any stamps at hand for postage, I have rarely seen a piece of Hungarian mail from the 

period prior to 1945 franked with an invalidated Hungarian stamp.  So, I was quite surprised at 

this postcard that was sent from Zombor to Pancsova on March 9, 1918.  The postcard rate at the 

time was 10f and the 6f Turul that paid half of this rate had been invalid for postage since December 

31, 1917.  There is no evidence of postage due on either the front or back of the card. 

 

This issue of The News has another bumper crop of letters to the editor, this time from Csaba, Ed 

David and Judy Kennett.  There is an article by Anna Trischan, our esteemed Auctioneer, about a 

very interesting postcard she picked up at the Great American Stamp Show in Chicago last August.  

Csaba and Bob Morgan have written an article about the 79th and 80th recorded Hyperinflation 

airmail covers, which Anna discovered and picked-up for Bob at the Garfield Perry March Party 

stamp show in Strongsville, Ohio, just outside of Cleveland.  The central article in this issue of 

The News is “The Beginnings of Hungarian Stamp Production” by Károly Szücs.  If you missed 

Károly’s Expert Presentation on May 14th on the papers of Hungarian adhesive revenues, some of 

this material is covered here.  Thank you, folks!  This issue of The News is rounded out by my 

attempt to answer questions raised by Alan Soble in a pair of articles in The News in 2017 about 

postal rates and the validity of Hungarian postage stamps in those parts of the Kingdom of Hungary 

that were absorbed by Romania after the First World War.  
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR: HUNGARIAN POW CARDS 

 

My father left me these two photo postcards from his time as a Hungarian prisoner of war in Siberia 

during the First World War.  In the first photo with eight people in it, he is in the middle guy in 

the middle row. 

 

 
 

 
 

Dad was born Nandor Istvan von David, in Budapest, on December 14, 1896 and spent part of his 

youth in Arad.  He went into the Army at the start of World War I, was wounded in Poland, taken 

prisoner, hospitalized and then sent to eastern Siberia, but he never had anything but favorable 

things to say about his treatment by the Russians. 
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Eventually Russia collapsed and the revolution started in 1917. I'm not sure if there was an official 

repatriation of POWs or if the Hungarians were just left to their own devices.  In any event, he 

stayed in the East because the Red and White armies were busy killing each other to the West of 

where he was.  By this time, he had become fluent in Russian.  I don't know what all adventures 

took place on his extended trip which ended up in Harbin, Manchuria, but I have some documents 

indicating he was also in Vladivostok during this time.  In Harbin, he met and married my mother, 

Franciska, the daughter of a Polish Trans-Siberian Railroad worker. Eventually they moved to 

Beijing, and then to Shanghai, where I was born on September 18, 1927. We took trips back to 

Hungary in the summers of 1931 and 1935.  Before the Japanese started their invasion of China, 

we moved to the Philippines.  The expanding Japanese Empire occupation caught up with us there, 

but because we were Hungarian and not US citizens, the Japanese did not intern us.  

 

After the American liberation of the Philippines, my parents and I parted company. My parents 

left for Venezuela and then a short time later moved to Guayaquil, Ecuador.  By this time, Dad 

was fluent in Spanish and he partnered with someone to open a hotel, the Majestic.  When my 

mother passed away, Dad remarried a couple of years later.  His new wife convinced him to go to 

the US, which they did through San Diego.  They settled first in Miami, Florida and a few years 

later moved to Los Angeles.  They eventually returned to Florida for his final years and he died in 

Clearwater, Florida in June 1980, as Fred David.  Manila was still smoldering when a good friend's 

father, who was a ship’s captain and port pilot, brought a troop ship into port.  The captain of this 

ship said he was short crew members.  Captain Lasa said he had a couple lads, his son and me, to 

fill the bill.  The two 17-year-olds climbed aboard the ship which headed for New Guinea and then 

eventually to New Orleans.  

 

Below are the back sides of the two postcards, is anyone able to read what is written here and 

provide me with a translation? 

 

  
 

  Ed David 
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Csaba Kohalmi – the back of the 1st card says “In memory of our friendship from those hard 

and sad times that we spent together, Spasskoe, 1916. IV/17”; the back of the 2nd card says “In 

memory of our (war time) imprisonment. With love for our friend Nandor, Spasskoe, East 

Siberia, 1916.Feb.28”. 

 
 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: HUNGARIAN COVER FROM NOVI SAD 

 

Below are scans of a cover which is a late echo of the changes brought about by the formation of 

the state of Jugoslavia.  At this time, in April 1940, all mail from European countries was being 

censored when it reached Australia.  Many envelopes were endorsed by the sender with the name 

of the language in which the letter was written.  I believe, and have had informal confirmation, 

that this was done so the letter could be forwarded to a censor proficient in the language concerned. 

This letter was passed to censor S77; much of the mail from Hungary was processed by him.  There 

would have been very few Hungarian linguists in Australia in the late 1930s - early 1940s. 

 

 
 

This letter was sent from Novi Sad to Zemon (there is a Zemon transit mark on the back of the 

cover), from there it would have been passed to the Jugoslav national airline of the time (think its 

name was Aeroput). Then it would have been flown to either Budapest or Athens, where it would 

have been picked up by an aircraft headed east towards Australia. There's no receiving cancel for 

Sydney, as at that time, only incoming registered mail was receiving an arrival cancel. 
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I speculate that Mr. Gabriel Day might have anglicized his name.  This was often done by prewar 

immigrants in order to avoid the attention of authorities, which could lead to internment.  I have a 

large collection of prewar airmails from Hungary to Australia during the 1935 to 1941 period and 

put this cover with them because of the language endorsement. 

 

Judith Kennett 

 
 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: UKRAINE 

 

Your Ruminations column in the last issue of The News brought to mind a few of my own family 

connections to the Ukraine.  In 1916, my grandfather disembarked from the troop train in Lviv (it 

was called Lemberg back in the K.u.K days) and then marched on foot to the front lines where he 

was wounded during his first firefight.  He recovered and was eventually sent to the Italian front 

where he was wounded again.   

 

My father was in a reconnaissance unit that was part of the 'quick reaction' force Hungary sent into 

Ukraine in June 1941 as part of the German invasion of the Soviet Union.  He was wounded by 

friendly fire near Kamenets Podolsky in July and lost four toes on his left foot, but got his ticket 

punched out of the war.  The remnants of the quick reaction force were collected at 

Dniepropetrovsk in November 1941 for shipping back to Hungary.  The group was pretty well 

spent by then having lost 90% of its equipment.  A stamp dealer in Vienna made some fantasy 

overprints for the occasion, but got the location wrong - the overprint reads Melitopol! 

 

I certainly empathize with the refugees - only 200,000 of us left Hungary in 1956, ~2% of the 

population.  With over 3 million Ukrainians fleeing, that's approaching 10% of the population. 

Who would have though this possible in Europe in the 21st century?!?! 

 

Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

 

 
 

 

SOCIETY FOR CZECHOSLOVAK PHILATELY 

If you collect the stamps or postal history of Czechoslovakia, the Czech Republic or 

Slovakia, you may want to consider joining the Society for Czechoslovak Philately.  Annual 

Membership comes with 4 issues of The Czechoslovak Specialist, access to the society 

Library, member’s rates for purchasing books and expertization services.  You can join on 

the society website – www.csphilately.org or contact 

Marisa Galitz   

PO Box 646 

Owings Mills, MD 21117 

mmgalitz@gmail.com 
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A POSTCARD FIND 

 

by Anna Trischan 

 

I picked up the postcard below at the Great American Stamp Show in Chicago last August.  It’s a 

folded postcard, with views of the town of Makó, located in the southeastern region of present-day 

Hungary.   

 

 
 

 
 

It is addressed to József Galamb and postmarked in Pola, where he was apparently stationed during 

a year of military service aboard the SMS Monarch.  Pola, under Italian control after WWI as part 

of the Allied Military Government of Trieste, was until 1918 a part of the Austro-Hungarian 

Empire in the area called Istria, which provided a port on the Mediterranean Sea for the empire.  

In 1947, it became part of Yugoslavia after the Paris Peace Treaty ending WWII was signed.  When 

Yugoslavia broke up in 1991, it became part of Croatia.  Its Croatian name is Pula. 

 

The SMS Monarch was built for the Austro-Hungarian Navy for coastal defense and was 

performing training exercises in the Mediterranean Sea during the time that this postcard was sent.  
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She was launched in 1895 and decommissioned in early 1918.  She was awarded to the British in 

1920, who sold her for scrap in 1921.   

 

József Galamb was born in 1881 in Makó.  He attended an Industrial Technology Engineering 

Course in Budapest and after graduation worked as a draftsman.  He performed just one year of 

military service in 1902 aboard the SMS Monarch.  He became a skilled worker at several German 

companies after leaving the military, including Adler in Frankfurt, where each engine was fully 

assembled by one man.  In 1903, he emigrated to the US, working at Westinghouse in Pittsburgh 

as a toolmaker.  In 1905 he joined Ford Motor Company, which used the assembly line method to 

make automobiles.  He became one of the principal designers of the famous Model T Ford and 

designed many of the Model T’s parts.   

 

He continued to support and visit his home country frequently, and 

in 1921 set up a scholarship to help young people from his 

hometown of Makó to attend trade school.  He lectured frequently 

at the Association of Hungarian Engineers and Architects, and was 

influential in bringing assembly of the Ford V8 and the Ford Eifel 

to Hungary in 1935. He is featured on Hungary Scott# 4261, 

illustrated at left. 

 

On the front of the postcard, the date June 26th, 1902 is handwritten next to the `Greetings from 

Makó’ printed above the picture portion of the postcard.  Below the picture, the handwritten 

message reads in part “It must be good for you to travel so much.”  It is postmarked on June 27th 

and has a Pola receiving mark dated June 29th. 

 

Below the view of Makó is the inscription “Zoltan Papp, publisher”.  A close look at the left half 

of the postcard near the bottom of the picture shows the shop of Zoltan Papp located along the 

street.  

 

 
 

References: Wikipedia: József Galamb, SMS Monarch, Pula 

 

Many thanks to Csaba Kohalmi for his invaluable assistance in putting together this article. 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF HUNGARIAN STAMP PRODUCTION 

 

by Károly Szücs 

 

Following the defeat in the Battle of Mohács in 1526, Hungary was torn into several parts and 

greatly devastated in the subsequent fight against the Ottoman Empire.  Only after enduring nearly 

three and a half centuries of anguish and bloody sacrifice did it re-acquire its independent 

statehood. 

 

Following the 1848/49 freedom fight that was crushed by the Russian intervention, the lands of 

the Hungarian crown were subdivided and administered as if they were a territory of Austria 

acquired through war.  This was mostly stymied by the Hungarians’ unanimous and resolute 

“passive” resistance during the next one and a half decades.  The continuous weakening of 

Austria’s military and political situation finally forced Francis Joseph to seek a compromise with 

the Hungarians. 

 

The persuasive powers of Queen Elisabeth, the Ruler’s clever and beautiful wife of Bavarian-

descent, who sympathized with the Hungarians, played a significant role in this. For this, Sissy, as 

she was known, was surrounded with gratitude and love for the rest of her life in our country.  

Countless Hungarian public squares were named after her, along with statues dedicated to her after 

the compromise.  Many of these were destroyed during the 1944-45 Second World War, but have 

now been restored.  In return for the restored statehood, the ruling couple was crowned King and 

Queen of Hungary in Buda.  To emphasize Sissy’s contributions, the ceremony for both was held 

on the same day, June 8, 1867, contrary to the tradition going back many hundreds of years. 

 

 
Eduard Engerth’s painting of the royal couple’s coronation 

Copy from the Budapest Museum of Fine Arts 

 

The regaining of our statehood is closely linked to the beginnings of Hungarian philately, namely, 

the history of the start of our domestic stamp production.  In the months following the signing of 

the compromise, postage stamps depicting the portrait of the Dual Monarchy’s mutual ruler were 

prepared in record time in order to substitute for the stamps bearing the Austria eagle that were in 

use.  The design of the stamps was an attempt to suggest the unity of the two nations by showing 

only the portrait of the ruler and the denomination without depicting a symbol for either state. 
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A few months later, two addition stamps appeared, one of which was the 50 krajcár value, on 

which the Austrian imperial crown was bootlegged into the design at the Viennese printing office 

without the Hungarians’ knowledge and contrary to their expressed wishes.  As a result, the stock 

of this denomination shipped to Hungary was mostly used internally on money orders.  

Consequently, most of them were destroyed because of the nature of their use.  Copies with 

Hungarian cancellations are highly valued.  Their use on cover or the two examples with irregular 

use as tax stamps represent great rarities. 

 

One of the three joint matters that formed the essence of the compromise was the finances of the 

Empire.  This, however, played a role only as far as the proportional costs of the common foreign 

and military affairs were concerned.  The financing for the expenditures of the other institutions 

of each state was separate.  In 1868, the income from revenue stamps represented 2.5% of the main 

Hungarian budget of 136 million forint for state expenditures.  At the start of the dual monarchy 

era, I estimate that Hungary required a stock of 20 million revenue stamps annually.  This 

represented about a quarter of the 80 million postage stamps needed every year. 

 

While the highest value of a postage stamps was 50 krajcár, the highest value revenue stamp was 

40 times greater as the face value of the 28 different denominations of revenue stamps went from 
1/2 krajcár to 20 forints.  While the problem of releasing new postage stamps within three months 

of signing the compromise was brilliantly executed using a simpler book printing method, this 

could not be accomplished for such high face value stamps without compromising security. 

 

Without a doubt, the two different printing techniques already utilized during the previous 13 years 

for printing Austrian revenue stamps was the optimum approach to bringing our stamps into 

existence even if this approach proved to be more expensive.  It helped that the individual 

denominations were the same because of the common tax system. 
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The two smallest and the largest Austrian revenue stamp 

(the size of the stamps varied depending on the denomination) 

 

The process of engraving a total of 33 stamp images, using the galvanic process to prepare master 

plates of 50 subjects for the large format forint stamps and 100 subjects for the krajcár 

denomination, as well as the printing blocks to be used for book printing the 5 different frame 

designs, required nearly a year’s worth of preparation.  The production technique acquired from 

the Austrians for revenue stamps contributed to the increased security by using delicate details in 

the engraved design, which was printed in black, and a surrounding, contrasting, book printed 

green color frame.  The latter reproduced a complicated vein structure of a leaf that was impossible 

to duplicate by hand.  The center portion of the frame was left blank in the shape of the engraved 

printing.  The blank area was rectangular for the two lowest values and circular for all of the others. 
   

 
 

The printing block for the frame design to be book printed for the 1/2 and 1 krajcár and the engraved 

center for the 2 krajcár values 

 

 
The two-part printing sequence and a completed sheet of 100 1 krajcár stamps 

       

  

+ 
  

  

= 
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Unfortunately, no complete sheets survived of the stamps printed by the Staatsdrückerei in Vienna 

on Austrian watermarked paper perforated 12.  Nevertheless, the complete sample sheets printed 

on cardboard prepared for Volume II of the specimen albums made for the 1878 Paris World’s 

Fair can be found in the Stamp Museum and in the library of the Ministry of Finance.  Some 

cutouts from these cardboard printings are in collectors’ possession as well as smaller or larger 

partial sheets.  Because the intensive effort that preceded the printing of these revenue stamps, 

whose central design now included the Hungarian crest, required time, we had to wait until June 

20, 1868 for the official release.  The grace period for using Austrian revenue stamps was extended 

until the end of the following month. 
 

 
 

The Baroque-style designs of the small format krajcár values printed on cardboard 

 

 
 

The various artistic allegories of the forint denominations 
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Unlike our first postage stamps of 1867, these were the first official stamps to be seen by everyone 

here that finally showed our national emblem, the Hungarian coat-of-arms topped by the Holy 

Crown.  Naturally, the appearance of these symbols made a great impression on Hungarians.  It 

was important to see this as a part of the country’s recovered autonomy after many centuries of 

oppression and failed freedom fights, as well as a decade and a half of tenacious national resistance 

that required much sacrifice. 

 

The revenue stamps shown here were utilized to pay many types of stamp duties.  A novel approach 

in simplifying the printers’ work was to limit the stamp sizes to two.  In this way, fewer master 

plates were required for the book printing of the frames than were used to print the current Austrian 

revenue stamps.  Koczyński wrote that the documents in the printer’s archives mention the fact 

that, for the first time, the reduction of the designs to actual stamp sizes was accomplished using 

photographic methods. 
 

 
 

A picture from Dr. Erzsébet Novotny’s presentation about the operation of the Imperial and State 

Printing Office in Vienna made during the 2018 HUNREV symposium on the occasion of the 150th 

anniversary of the first Hungarian revenue stamp issue 
 

This revenue stamp set was completed by five special use, smaller format so-called “definitive” 

revenue stamps.   
 

 
The revenue stamps that completed the basic set: a pair of imperforate newspaper tax stamps made with 

book printing and the advertising and almanac revenue stamps similar to the other revenue stamps 
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The detailed proposal with 33 different design sketches, along with the printer’s report, was 

accepted by the Hungarian side on September 7, 1867.  The meticulous work of engraving the 

designs for the stamps was performed by five different, exceptionally talented workers.  We have 

to salute them for the outstanding beauty of these stamps whose striking appearance exceeds all of 

the world’s other philatelic issues. 

 

An interesting aspect of this issue is that in that time period, the correct 

depiction of the crown ran into difficulties because it was hidden from 

public view.   As a result, the cross was incorrectly shown as leaning to 

the right on all values except one.  It was shown correctly leaning to the 

left only on the 10 krajcár   stamp.  Perhaps the engraver was interrupted 

in his work and then made a mistake and correctly placed it leaning to 

the left.  But this is an unsubstantiated supposition.  The name of the 

actual engraver was unknown for almost a century and a half.  After 

analyzing contemporary archives at the printers, Stephan Koczyński 

writings about this era’s history as well as philatelic literature sources 

and data attributed to Edvin Müller, it can be ascertained that one of the artists was Julius Bayer 

(1840-1883), a Hungarian living in Vienna at the time. 
 

 
 

Julius Bayer’s pretty winter scene painting that was sold in 2018 in a Dorotheum auction for a high price 

 

The cost of making just the printing plates was 7,733 forints.  Today’s purchasing power of this 

sum is 80 thousand euros, equivalent to almost 25 million forints.  To this, the cost of the paper 

and the sizeable printing fee had to added, which are unfortunately not available from the files. 

 

Because paper with a Hungarian watermark was not available, the printing was made using 

Austrian paper with the STEMPEL-MARKEN watermark.  The printing began on April 20, 1868.  

The first shipment of 200,000 sheets, gummed with yellowish glue made from collagen and 
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perforated 12, left the printers on May 28, 1868.  After it was distributed in Hungary, it was placed 

into use starting on June 20, 1868.  This first production continued until December 1868.  In the 

following year, supplemental printings of the denominations that were needed were made in 

smaller quantities.  These supplemental printings received less dense perforations, between 9 and 

11.  These so-called “Goliath” perforations differentiate these stamps from the previous printing.  

This is the perforation that we inherited in the summer of 1870 when domestic stamp production 

was transferred to the State Printing Office that had been established in Buda.  This process 

involved purchasing two perforating machines in used condition and the galvanic process 

equipment necessary for duplicating printing plates. 
 

 
 

Picture from Dr. Erzsébet Novotny’s presentation 

 

József Harrer, an employee of the Hungarian State Printing Office, received training in Vienna on 

the technical aspects of using this equipment.  At the same time, he also participated in the 

preparations for acquiring the needed materials.  Paper with the Austrian treasury watermark was 

obviously not preferable for the printing of Hungarian revenue stamps.  Because of the lack of a 

suitable Hungarian made paper, the State Printing Office imported a so-called pelure paper from 

Austria instead, in order to make copying impossible.  It is slightly transparent, yet very thin and 

strong.  As a result, the perforating machines purchased from Vienna, unfortunately, were not 

really suitable for perforating this type of paper.  Holes with a larger gauge than 12 needed to be 

punched and in addition, the strength of the paper required that those machines exert a level of 

force greater than the machines’ were designed for.  In order to achieve the necessary production 

quota, the machines saw continuous use.  The number of sheets punched at one time depended on 

how well the young women operating the machine by hand could force the perforating pins through 

the paper.  Thus, the perforations from the early Hungarian stamp production printed on this paper 

are far poorer in quality than those of the previous printings. 
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The largest multiple (partially reconstructed) from an early Hungarian printing.  The vertical 

perforations present a good example of the perforating problems. 

 

The one krajcár stamp shown here has a characteristic that basically deviates from earlier Viennese 

and later Budapest printings of this denomination.  Namely, the master die designed to be used for 

the printing of the frame with the veins of a leaf for the advertising revenue stamp was used to 

print this frame.  The master die for the revenue stamps had a larger dimension. 
 

 
                                                    1868-1870          1870               1870-1879  

The one krajcár stamp printed in different years with the error print in the middle 

 

The wider margins of the stamp show that inexperience during the early production resulted in an 

error print.  It is possible that this was our first domestically printed stamp!  Copies with inverted 

centers are also found from this issue.  A few examples exist from three different denominations 

partly from the Viennese, partly from the Hungarian printings. 
 

 
                                                          1868                                                                  1870  

 

The scarcest example of an official issue by the Hungarian State is not found amongst the postage 

stamps but in the green revenue stamp issues.  This is the 1876 half krajcár stamp with Hungarian 

watermark, of which only three copies are known to exist to date.  The only scarcer examples than 

amongst Hungarian stamps are the privately issued, red ZGST stamp and a few other local issues. 
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The scarcest Hungarian revenue stamp with perforation 13 and the watermark with the word KRAJCÁR 

repeated in a medallion 

 

Unfortunately, two copies of this stamp have disappeared in the past 50 years.  One used and one 

unused example were part of the same large Hungarian revenue collection located in Germany.  

Nevertheless, a cancelled copy in the finest condition is in Hungary and was on view at the 

HUNFILA 2022 Exhibition in the revenue stamp class. 

 

This article was translated by Csaba L. Kohalmi and was also published in the catalog of the 

HUNFILEX 2022 FIP exhibition in Budapest. 
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THE CONTINUED USE OF HUNGARIAN STAMPS AND POSTAL STATIONERY IN 

POST-WORLD WAR I ROMANIA 

 

by Robert Lauer 

 

Over the course of 2017, The News published two articles by Alan Soble on the continued use of 

Hungarian stamps and postal stationery in the territories lost by the Kingdom of Hungary to 

Romania and the S.H.S. Kingdom after the First World War: “The Continued Use of Hungarian 

Stamps and Postal Stationery in Post-WWI Romania and the S.H.S. Kingdom” (The News, 

Volume 48/#2, April-June 2017) and “More on the Post-War Continued Use of Hungarian Stamps” 

(The News, Volume 48/#4, October-December 2017).  In these articles, Alan raised questions as 

to when the new states took over postal administration from the Hungarian post office, when 

Hungarian stamps and postal stationery ceased to be valid and what postal rates were in effect 

during this transitional period.  Here, I am going to attempt to answer, if somewhat belatedly, these 

questions with respect to the territories lost to Romania.      
 

A good place to start is the first map to appear in my article (Figure 1), which immediately preceded 

Alan’s first article in the April-June 2017 issue of The News, “Historical Context: Military 

Campaigns and Political Developments in the Kingdom of Hungary, 1918-19”.  

 

 
 

Figure 1: The developing military situation in the Kingdom of Hungary 1918-19. 
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By the end of December 1918, the Romanian Army had occupied Transylvania up to the thick 

green dashed line on the map above, which was roughly the historical boundary of Transylvania 

along the Apuseni mountains.  I will refer to this area as Transylvania East.  The Romanian 

counterattack against the Hungarian Soviet armies in the last half of April 1919, carried the 

Romanian forces across the modern border of Romania, which is roughly the eastern edge of the 

purple area on the map in Figure 1.  I will refer to this area between the thick green dashed line 

and the modern Romanian border as Transylvania West.  The city of Arad was a bit of a special 

case in that it was initially occupied by French troops on December 30, 1918.  Romanian forces 

occupied half the city in mid-May 1919 and the rest of it in mid-July 1919.  The area of the Bánát 

around Temesvár was the last area to be occupied by the Romanians.  This occurred after the 

withdrawal of Serbian forces from this area at the end of July 1919. 

 

The Romanian postal authorities took over the administration of the post offices in Transylvania 

East on February 1, 1919, in Transylvania West on April 20, 1919, and in Arad on July 10, 1919.  

From these dates, Romanian postal rates were in effect in these areas; prior to these dates, 

Hungarian postal tariffs remained valid.  Table 1 sets out the Hungarian postal rates that were in 

effect prior to the Romanian takeover of the local postal systems in these areas and the Romanian 

postal rates that were introduced with Romanian postal administration.  Hungarian stamps were 

valid for postage in these three areas until September 30, 1919.  Hungarian postal stationery 

remained valid until the Hungarian currency ceased to be valid legal tender in these areas at the 

end of September 1920.  The exchange rate between the Hungarian fillér and the Romanian bani 

was 1:1 until June 30, 1919; effective July 1, 1919, the exchange rate was halved to 2 fillér = 1 

bani, which is reflected in the increase in the fillér denominated postal rates in the last column of 

Table 1.  

 

Table 1: Hungarian and Romanian Inland Postal Rates 

   

 Hungarian Postal 

Rates 

Romanian Postal Rates 

 fillér bani fillér 

 June 1918 – 

December 1919 

June 1918 – 

August 1920 

January 1919 – 

June 1919 

July 1919 – 

March 1920 

Postcards 10f 10b 10f 20f 

Letters/Lettercards 15f 15b 15f 30f 

+ per 20grm 5f 15b 15f 30f 

Registration 25f 25b 25f 50f 

 

The Romanian postal authorities took over the administration of the post offices in the Romanian 

occupied Bánát on August 20, 1919.  From this date, the Romanian postal rates in Table 1 were in 

effect in Temesvár and the surrounding area.  Prior to July 1, 1919, the Hungarian postal rates in 

the first column of Table 1 were in effect; between July 1, 1919 and August 20, 1919, a special set 

of postal rates decreed by the Temesvár Postal Directorate were in effect.  Hungarian postage 

stamps remained valid in the Romanian occupied Bánát until March 20, 1920.  As in the other 

areas occupied by the Romanians, Hungarian postal stationery remained valid until the end of 

September 1920.   
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I will deal with Alan’s questions with respect to each of the pieces of postal history he showed in 

his articles in chronological order, rather than the order in which he presented them.   

 

The earliest of the postcards illustrated in Alan’s articles is the one in his Figure 3 and was sent 

from Arad to Mariaradna (Radna in Romanian) on November 20, 1918 (Figure 1 below).  Arad 

was not occupied by French troops until the end of December 1918, and Mariaradna was not 

occupied by Romanian forces until April 17, 1919.  So, both Arad and Mariaradna in late 

November 1918 were both still de facto and de jure part of the newly proclaimed Hungarian 

People’s Republic.   

 

 
 

Figure 1: A postcard sent from Arad to Mariaradna (Radna in Romania) on March 18, 1919. 

 

As a result, the Hungarian postal rates in the first column of Table 1 were still in effect.  The 10f 

Károly stamp was still valid for postage and thus this card was correctly franked.  This stamp, and 

the rest of the Károly-Zita series that was only issued on August 30, 1918, was invalidated for 

postage on November 23, 1918, when all of the then valid stamps issued by the Kingdom of 

Hungary were reissued with the overprinted “KÖZTÁRSASÁG”.   The un-overprinted stamps, 

however, remained valid for postage in those parts of Hungary that were occupied by the 

Romanians, until all Hungarian postage stamps were withdrawn from use on September 30, 1919 

for Transylvania and Arad, and March 20, 1920 in the Bánát.  These stamps also remained valid 

for postage in Czechoslovakia until the end of February 1919 and in the SHS Kingdom until 

October 1, 1920.  So, if you see a piece of mail franked with stamps from this series dated after 

November 23, 1918, it is almost certainly from one of the territories occupied by either 

Czechoslovakia, Romania or the SHS Kingdom.  
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The postcard illustrated in Alan’s Figure 1 was sent from Nagy Enyed (Aiud in Romanian) to Alba 

Iulia (Gyulafehérvá in Hungarian) and cancelled on March 18, 1919 (Figure 2 below).   
 

 

 
Figure 2: A postcard sent from Nagy Enyed (Aiud in Romanian) to Alba Iulia (Gyulafehérvár in 

Hungarian) on March 18, 1919. 

 

Nagy Enyed (Aiud) and Alba Iulia are both in Transylvania East.  As such, this area had been under 

Romanian postal administration since February 1, 1919.  Therefore, the Romanian postal rates in 

the second and third columns of Table 1 were in effect.  Hungarian postage stamps were still valid 

and the exchange rate between the bani and the fillér was still 1:1.  As the then current postcard 

rate was 10 bani, this postcard was correctly franked with a single 10f Károly stamp.   

 

The postcard illustrated in Alan’s Figure 5 was sent from Szentágota (Agnita in Romanian) on 

December 22, 1919 (Figure 3 on the top of the next page).  The destination is rendered in both 

German (Broos) and Romanian (Orăştie) – the Hungarian name for the town was Szászváros.  Both 

of these towns are located in Transylvania East where Romanian postal administration was 

established on February 1, 1919.  The exchange rate between the filler and the bani had been  

devalued to 2:1 on July 1, 1919, thus the postal rates in second and fourth columns were in effect.  

Hungarian stamps were no longer valid for postage as they had been invalidated on September 30, 

1919.  The indicium of the Hungarian postal stationery card, however, remained valid, but at a 

value of 5 bani with the new exchange rate.  Therefore, the 10f Hungarian indicium and the 5 bani 

Romanian stamp correctly paid the then current domestic postcard rate of 10 bani. 
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Figure 3: A postcard sent from Szentágota (Agnita in Romanian) to Broos/Orăştie (Szászváros in 

Hungarian) on December 22, 1919. 

 

The postcard illustrated in Alan’s Figure 17 was sent locally in Temesvár in the Romanian Bánát 

five days later on December 27, 1919 (Figure 4 below). 

 

 
 

Figure 4: A local Temesvár postcard sent on December 27, 1919. 
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In the Romanian Bánát, the Romanians had taken over postal administration on August 20, 1919, 

which was after the devaluation of the fillér/bani exchange rate to 2:1.  Therefore the postal rates 

in the second and fourth columns of Table 1 were in effect.  Unlike in Transylvania, where 

Hungarian stamps had been invalidated, they were still valid for postage in the Bánát until March 

20, 1920.  So, this postcard is correctly franked with the two 10f Károly stamps equaling 10 bani, 

which was the domestic postcard rate at the time.  

 

After September 30, 1919 in Transylvania and Arad and March 20, 1920 in Romanian Bánát, the 

only Hungarian stamps that were valid for postage were those that were overprinted with a 

Romanian monogram and currency at either Kolozsvár (Cluj in Romanian) or Nagyvarad (Oradea 

in Romanian).  Figure 5 below illustrates a commercial postcard again from Nagy Enyed (Aiud in 

Romanian) to Bácsfeketehegy in the Serbian occupied Bacska region cancelled February 11, 1920 

and franked with a 10b stamp from the Kolozsvár issue of overprinted Hungarian stamps.      

 

 
 

Figure 5: A commercial postcard sent from Nagy Enyed (Aiud in Romanian) to Bácsfeketehegy in the 

Serbian occupied Bácska region on February 11, 1920. 
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1. Dan Grecu, “Hungarian Postal Material Used by the Romanian Administration in Banat and 

Transylvania – After 1919”, Stamps of Hungary, #124 (1996). 
2. Alan Soble, “The Continued Use of Hungarian Stamps and Postal Stationery in Post-WWI 

Romania and the S.H.S. Kingdom” The News of Hungarian Philatley, Volume 48/#2 (April-June 

2017). 
3. Alan Soble, “More on the Post-War Continued Use of Hungarian Stamps” The News of Hungarian 
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THE 79th AND  80th HYPERINFLATION AIRMAIL COVERS 

 

by Robert B. Morgan & Csaba L. Kohalmi 

 

When a collector discovers an up-until-now unknown stamp or cover, it is a rare, special event.  It 

happened to Anna Trischan, our Society’s auctioneer. While cruising the bourse tables at the 

Garfield-Perry March Party Stamp Show in Ohio, she noticed two hyperinflation airmail covers in 

a dealer’s stock.  Anna quickly alerted Bob Morgan, who asked her to purchase them.  

Authentication was necessary in order to include them in the Listing of Hyperinflation Air Mail 

covers.  Both covers passed the test (see below), and we are proud to name Anna Trischan the 

discoverer of these two airmail covers.  Thank you, Anna! 

 

 
The 79th known airmail cover from the hyperinflation era posted at the airmail window of the Budapest 

72 post office at 2:00PM on May 27, 1946.  The envelope bears the red boxed TAXE PERÇUE and the 

KÉSZPÉNZZEL BÉRMENTESÍTVE cancellations indicating that the postage was paid in cash.  The 
postal clerk wrote the weight (10gr.) and the fee collected (1080 mil) along with his initials on the top 

corners of the envelope.  The ‘-10’ marking represents one-tenth of a gold franc.  It was customary to 

annotate the value of the gold franc collected for the letters.  We assume that the penciled ‘2’ and the 
green checkmark were postal handling markings added in England. 

 

The analysis of the first cover, mailed on May 27, 1946 to London, did not provide any challenges.  

The 10 gram letter was properly endorsed in pencil 1080 million pengő (1080 milpengő in the 

currency of the day) for the fee collected.  This sum included the 17th rate period foreign letter 

tariff of 480 milpengő and the airmail surcharge of 600 milpengő.  The airmail surcharge for 

European destinations (as listed in the table on page 100 in Bob’s book referenced at the end of 

this article) was 0,10 gold franc per 10 gram weight increment.  During the hyperinflation, the 

value of the gold franc was established on a daily basis in pengős; and, after July 20th until July 
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31st, in adópengős (tax pengős).  Since May 27th was a Sunday, the franc’s value from the previous 

day (6,000,000,000) was used.  That number could also be expressed as 6,000 milpengő.  One-

tenth of the figure was 600 milpengő, the airmail surcharge for the letter. 

 

The second cover proved more challenging to analyze.  At initial glance, the date in the LÉGI 

POSTA BUDAPEST 72 cancellation appeared to be June 23, 1946.  The foreign letter rate on that 

the last day of the 20th rate period would have been 80,000 milpengő and the airmail surcharge 

would have been 2 million milpengő (1/10 x 20 million milpengő using the value of the gold franc 

for that day) for a total of 2,080 milpengő.  However, the penciled annotation for the postage paid 

on the envelope was 151,600, so something was wrong. 

 

 
 

 

A second look at the fuzzy date in the KÉSZPÉNZZEL BÉRMENTESÍTVE cancellation provided 

a clue.  The actual date of mailing was June 28, 1946 during the 21st rate period.  It seems that the 

left side of the 2nd digit in the date of the LÉGI POSTA BUDAPEST 72 cancellation was poorly 

inked.  The incomplete ‘8’ looks like a ‘3.’  (There is a hint of ink [3 minute ink spots] on the left 

side of the ‘3’ that indicate that it actually was an incomplete ‘8.’) 

 

The calculation for the June 28th mailing came up with the following numbers using the value of 

the gold franc (1,500,000,000,000,000 pengő) for that day:  

 

             foreign letter tariff:                    1,600,000,000,000 pengő 

  0,10 gold franc surcharge:         150,000,000,000,000 pengő 

  total fee paid:      151,600,000,000,000 pengő 

 

The envelope was marked with the correct numbers for the postage: 151,600.  Only the currency 

unit (md) was missing.  The nine zeros represented ‘milliards’ using German-Hungarian 

convention that is called ‘billions’ in the English-American convention.  Note that the three 

‘milliards’ stamps (face values of 100, 200, and 500 millard pengős, Scott nos. 757-759, MBÁ 

962-964) were issued on June 27th, and were already obsolete.  Over 300 of the 500 milliard 

stamps would have been required to pay the postage for this letter! 
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Both letters were sent by the same person to the same address in London.  The second letter may 

have been processed by a different postal clerk than the first since there is a significant difference 

on the handwritten numerals and the clerk’s customary initials below the fee paid are missing. 

 

 
The 80th known airmail cover from the hyperinflation era posted at the airmail window of the Budapest 

72 post office at 8:00PM on June 28, 1946.  The envelope bears the red boxed TAXE PERÇUE and the 

KÉSZPÉNZZEL BÉRMENTESÍTVE cancellations indicating that the postage was paid in cash.  The 
postal clerk wrote the weight (8 1/2 gr) and the fee collected (151.600) without the unit of currency on the 

top corners of the envelope.  We do not know the origins of the ‘3’ marked in red crayon. 

 

Reference: 
1. Robert B. Morgan, The Hungarian Hyperinflation of 1945-1946, (Collectors Club of Chicago, 

2003). 
 

YUGOSLAVIA STUDY GROUP 

Based in the UK, the Yugoslavia Study Group is the only society in the English-speaking world devoted 

to the study of Yugoslavia, its predecessor and successor states, with their strong connections to 

Hungarian, Austrian and German philately.  YSG has around 60 members, half of whom are based 

outside the UK. All members receive the quarterly journal Jugopošta. The society has held 2 meetings 

on Zoom so far this year, with members from all over the world, which we intend to continue in the 

future. 

Annual dues are £15 (UK), £17 (rest of Europe), or £18/£23 (rest of world, surface mail/airmail).  An 

“electronic” membership (Jugopošta delivered by email) is £10 worldwide.  Dues from outside the 

UK can be paid by PayPal or bank transfer. Details from the Treasurer, David Foster at 3 Welland 

Close, Brookfield, Middlesbrough, TS5 8JG, UK or (daveinthenorth@googlemail.com). 

mailto:daveinthenorth@googlemail.com


 

 

 
 
 

WANTED:  Consignment material for SHP auctions. 
 

Please submit your surplus philatelic items, stamps, covers, and literature to our auction 
chairperson, Anna Trischan: N49W16441 Lilac Lane, Menomonee Falls WI 53051 USA, 
email: shpauctioneer@gmail.com. You can set your starting price or consult with Anna to establish 
the same.  You can help de-clutter your collection, support your Society and provide a source of 
new acquisitions for your fellow members all at the same time. 

 
 

FOR SALE: BOUND VOLUMES OF THE NEWS OF HUNGARIAN PHILATELY 
 

Book # Volumes Years Cost 

1 1-3 1970-1972 $30 

2 4-6 1973-1975 $30 

3 7-9 1976-1978 $30 

4 10-12 1979-1981 $30 

5 13-15 1982-1984 $30 

6 16-18 1985-1987 $30 

7 19-21 1988-1990 $30 

8 22-24 1991-1993 $30 

9 25-27 1994-1996 $30 

10 28-30 1997-1999 $30 

11 31-32 2000-2001 $30 

12 * 33-36 2002-2005 $50 * 
 

Each book No. 1 thru 11 individually is priced at $30.00 or purchase the entire set of the first 11 
books for $320.00.  * Book No. 12 costs $50 each.  Freight fees will be added to all orders.  Orders and 
inquiries should be sent to:  

 
Alan Bauer, P.O. Box 4028, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568; tel: (888) 868-8293,  

e-mail: baueralan0414@gmail.com 



 

 
 

HUNFILEX 2022 
 

 
The souvenir sheet issued by Magyar Posta to commemorate the HUNFILEX 2022 philatelic 

exhibition (from the collection of Robert Morgan). 

 

 

First day cover with stamps commemorating the HUNFILEX 2022 philatelic exhibition (from 

the collection of Robert Morgan). 


